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^  This  feeffis  to  be  exaggerated,  as  Mr  Keith  iajs  the 
number  in  1750  was  only  1302. 

t  This,  for  the  reafons  ailigned  by  Mr  Gillies,  feems  to  be 
exaggerated. 

X  Mr  Ma:i^well  does  not  afcertain  the  predfe  number ;  but 
as  lie  mentions  that  the  town  of  Stewartown  **  has  indreafed 
fome  hundreds,  fince  he  was  fettled,"  (which  was  in  1758) 
the  population  in  1793  is  probably  rather  above  than  below 
3000. 
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*  In  the  population  'table  of  Invemels,  2597  are  denomi- 
nated married  ptrfont,  probablj  inftead  of  married  couples  y  in 
which  laft  cafe,  the  number  is  5 194 ;  and  which  makes  the 
whole  population  10,527,  in  place  of  7930.  This  appears 
credible  from  the  i^dual  increafe  of  baptifms  fince  the  jear 
1750,  when  accordmg  to  D'r  Webfter's  report,  the  population 
amounted  to  9730.  In  that  year,  the  namber  of  l»ptilma 
was  onlj  165  i  in  1790,  it  was  354. 
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NUMBER    L 
PARISH   OF   RUTHERGLEN. 

(GOUNTT  OF  LikKARKy    StNOD  OF  GhASGOVr  AND  AtR^ 
PRESBTTfiRT   OF   GlaBGOW.) 

B/  iii  Rtv.  Mr  David  Uri,  A.  M* 


Extent^  Surface^  \fc^ 

THE  pariJh  of  Rutherglen  extends,  on  the  fouth  banii 
of  the  river  Clydei  about  3  miles  in  length,  and  a* 
boot  i^  in  breadth.  It  contains  fome  of  the  mo(^  fertile 
flad  beautifbl  plains,  that  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  (trath 
of  Clyde.  Theie  plams  comj^hend  the  eftatesof  Shaw* 
fieldi  Farme,  Hamilton-farm  and  Rofebank.  They  are 
partljT  fiecnied  againft  inundations  from  the  rirer,  by  artifi* 
cial  banks,  extending  in  length  no  left  than  3700  yards : 
Vol.  IX.  A  Their 
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Their  tops  are  18  inches  higher  than  the  height  -of  the  flood 
in  1782,  the  greateft  ever  known  in  Clyde.  It  rofc  about 
i8i  feet  above  low  water.  The  rife  of  the  tide  in  the  ri- 
ver terminates  at  Ratherglen. 

Agriculture^  lie. — The  whole  parifli  is  arable,  and  is 
moftlj  inclofed,  chiefly  with  thorn  hedges,  in  iingle 
rows.  The  foil,  being  in  fome  places  a  fine  loam,  and 
in  others  a  rich  mould,  produces,  by  the  concurring  affift- 
ance  of  a  climate  generally  mild  and  warm,  fertile  crops  of 
oats,  wheat,  barley,  peas,  beans,  potatoes  and  grafles.  For 
this  and  fome  other  reafons,  improvements  in  agriculture 
are,  in  this  place,  making  confiderable  progrefs.  There  are 
3  kinds  of  ploughs  ufed  in  the  parifh  \  the  Scotch,  the 
chain,  and  the  Rutherglen  plough.  The  laft  was,  for  the 
firft  time,  made  here  about  50  years  ago;  and  confequent- 
ly,  according  to  Lord  Karnes's  account,  muft  have  been  a- 
mong  the  firfl:  improved  ploughs  in  Scotland.  The  plan 
after  which  it  was  conftrufted^  was  propofed  by  a  Lady 
Stewart,  grandmother  to  the  prefent  Earl  of  Buchan  :  She 
came  from  Goodtrces  to  the  Farme,  where  (he  lived  feve- 
ral  years,  and  was  uncommonly  aftive  in  promoting  agri- 
cultural improvements.  It  is  nearly  as  light  as  the  chain- 
plough,  and  anfwcjfs  well  in  a  free  foil;  it  has  long  ago 
found  its  way  into  all  the  pariflies  in  the  neighbour- 
hood. Th(>  tnoft  part  ef  the  land  is  in  tillage^  for  which 
reafon  there  are  few  cattle  in  the  pari(l|.  The  nomber  of 
cows  is  no  more  than  207  ;  about  loo  of  that  number  be«> 
long  to  the  inhabiunts  of  the  boroughi  and  are  moftly  pa* 
flured  OQ  a  fmall  common,  adjoining  to  the  town.  Of 
horfes  there  are  no;,  but  the  greateft  part  of  them 
belong  to  the  coaUwork  and  to  carters.  The  valued 
rent  of  tlie  parifli,  which  belongs  to  139  heritors,  of  whom 

.41 


41    are   Qoa^^eiideotSy   is  L.  2100  Scots:    The  teal  rent 
ms^y  at  an  average^  be  rated  at  lu  2  Sterling  tlie  acre. 

.  Borough, — The  capital  of  the  parifli,  and  from  which  it 
derives  it3  name»  is  the  ancient  borough  of  Rutherglen  \  fi« 
tuated  2t  miles  to.  tlie  S.  £.  of-GIafgow.  This  town, 
\vhich  is  iaicf  to  have  been  at  firil  built  bjr  Reuther,  one  of 
the  Kings  of  Scotland,  was  eroded  into  a  rojal  borough  bj 
King;  Da.vid  L  about  the  }ceaf  11 26.  Its  privileges  and 
immonitiesy  as  appears  from  charters  yet  extant,  were  verj 
great  Thefe,  however,  were  gradually  diaiinifhed,  as 
Glafgow  and  the  neighbouring  towns  rofe  into  confe- 
quence.  It  is^  fince  the  Unipn,  inroUed  with  Glafgow, 
Renfrew  and  Dunbarton ;  and  in  conjundion  with  thenx^ 
ien^^  a  member  to  the  Briti(h  Parliament.  No  borough 
lA  Britain  enjoys  a  mpre  free  and  unembarrafTed  election  of 
magiftrates  and  council. 

Ja/rj.*-Tfac  market-day  is  not  now  frequented ;  but  6 
fails  are  annually  held  in  the  town,  and  are  famous  for  the 
bed  draugbt-horfes  in  Europe.  It  is  faid;  that  more  than 
a  century  ago,  one  of  the  ance(h)rs  of  the  prefent  Duke  of 
Hamilton,  brought  with  him,  to  Scotland  6  coach -horfes, 
originaUy  from  Flanders,  and  fent  them  to  Strathaven,  the 
caftle  of  which  was  at  that  time  habitable :  The  horfes 
were  all  ftallions,  of  a  black  colour,  and  remarkably  hand- 
fome.  The  farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  readily  em- 
bracing the  favourable  opportunity,  made  this  foreign  breed 
cro(s  with  the  common  Scotch  kind ;  and  thereby  procu-« 
rod  a  breed  fuperioc  to  either.  From  this,  a  ilrong  and 
hardy  race  of  hor^  was  foon  fpread  over  the  country  ^ 
but  in  many  places,  owing  to  negleA,  was  left  to  degene~ 
rate.     By  want  of  proper  attention^  we  often  let  flip  the 

moft 
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moft  fieiTonrable  opportunities  of  improvement,  and  fufier 
unmanly  indolence  to  deprive  ns  of  manj  bleffings  we 
might  otherwife  enjoy.  A  high  degree  of  credit,  however, 
is  due  to  the  farmers  in  the  upper  part  of  the  county,  for 
their  unremitting  endeavours  to  improve  this  excellent 
breed.  They  pay  ftrift  attention  to  every  circumftance 
refpeding  the  colour ;  the  foftneis  and  hardneis  of  the 
hair;  length  of  the  body,  breaft  and  ihoulders  of  their 
breeders.  No  inducement  whatever,  can  lead  them  to  en- 
courage the  breed  of  a  horfe,  that  is  not  poflTefled  of  the 
beft  qualities.  Providence  commonly  figivottrs  the  atten- 
tive and  the  diligent*  Their  laudable  attempts  have  pro- 
ved to  be  fuccelsful,  and  Britain  is  now  reaping  the  me- 
rited fruits  of  their  well  direded  care.  Every  farm  almoft, 
through  the  extent  of  leveral  parifhes,  fupports  6,  or  at 
leaft  4  mares ;  the  half  of  which  are  allowed  annually  to 
foal.  The  colts  are  moftly  fold  at  the  fairs  of  Lanark  and 
Camwath,  and  bring  to  the  owners  from  L.  5  to  L.  ao 
each.  They  are  generally  purchafed  by  formers  from  the 
counjties  of  Renfrew  and  Ayr,  where  they  are  trained  for 
the  draught,  till  they  are  about  5  years  old  \  they  are  then 
fold  at  the  fairs  of  Rutherglen  from  L.  25  to  L.  40  each ; 
from  thence  they  are  taken  to  the  Lothians,  England,  &c. 
where .  they  excel  in  the  plough,  the  cart  and  the  wag- 
gon, 

Poptthtton* — The  parifli  contains  %%6  dwelling-houfes, 
inhabited  by  444  fSamilies,  containing  x86o  perfons;  of 
whom  907  are  males,  953  females,  and  297  children  un- 
der 6  years  of  age.  The  number  of  fervants  is  69,  of 
whom  21  only  are  males.  The  increafe,  iince  the  year 
1755,  if  the  return  (988)  made  to  Dr  Webfler  was  accu- 
rate, is  872.     The    following  is  a  lift  of  the  number  of 

baptiiinsf 


of  Riitherglen.  5 

baptBms,  in  the  £ollowing  periodst-as  diey  fiuid  in  the  &f- 
fion  reoocds: 


Years.  ESrths. 

2699  II 

1700  10 

1701  II 
1703  18 

1703  21 

1704  16 

1705  18 

1706  %^ 

1707  85 

1708  a6 

1709  %^ 


Ttarsi 

17^1 

178a 

1783 
1784 
1785 
1786 
1787 
1788 
1789 
1790 
1791 


MaUs. 
49 
30 
20 

33 
36 
a? 
4a 

•3.5;     . 

33 
5*.: 

.4® 


Ftvt. 

38 
37 

a4 

24 

34 
34 
35 
37 
37 
3* 
3» 


67 

44 

57 
70 
61 

77 

7a 

2: 

7X 


The  increafed  population  muft  be  owmg.  to  the  rapi4  pro- 
grefs  of  manufaftores  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

iF^a^id-— Owing  to  thia  alfot  fervaots  arefcarceyand  their 
wages  high.  A  man-fervant  receives,  befides  bed,  board 
and  waihingi  L.  5  the. half  year;  and  a  woman-fervant 
from  40  s.  to  50  s.  A  labourer,  when  hired  by  the  year, 
receives  x  s.  every  day ;  when  not  hired  by  the  year,  he 
has  firom  15  d.  to  18  d*  a-day.  Artificers,  as  mafons  and 
Wrights,  get  as.  for  their  day's  wages.  But  the  pradice  of 
undertaking  by  the  piece,  almoft  univerfally  prevails. 

CharaStr  of  the  Inlahitaats.^^Thc  prefent  inhabitants 
are  afiive  and  indulbr-ious,  and  under  their  good  manage* 
ment,  the  peace  of  fociety  is  preferved.  They  are  confi- 
derable  adepts  in  borou^^  politics.  This,  however,  does 
not,  in  general,  obftrud  an  indufirious  application  to  their 
feveral  employments.  But  their  tranquillity  meets,  at 
dflies,  with  fliort  interruptions :  A  competition  for  their 

influence 
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kiflUence,  ia  s^  ¥o(e  f^r  z  member  of  PacUameat,  fi}in«- 
times  convulfes  the  community ;  enervates  the  fioews  of. 
induftry ;  and  brings  ruin  on  fome  few  individuals.  On 
tbdie  occafions,  one  would  be  re^dy  to  thinks  that  liberty 
was  turned  into  licentiouineisy  and  that  the  privile^«s  of 
royal  boroughs  were  curfes,  ioflead  of  blei&ngs,  to  the  per- 
fons  polT^ed  of  them.  But  where  is  the  conftitution  that 
is  free  from  defe£b  ?  or  where  the  people  that  may  not  in 
{omt  infiances  go  wr<Hig  ?  It  may,  however,  be  obferved, 
that  the  inhabitants  aite  fo  far  from  being  bad  membera  of 
focietyy  that  none  of  them  have,  in  the  memory  of  man, 
comn^tted  any  crime,;  for  which  they  were  liable  to  pu- 
blio  puniihment.  They  are  f^ongljr  attached  to  the  J^fk^- 
Uifhed  Church  ;  there  being  not  above  8  or  lo  families  be- 
loDgiag  to  fefkarks.  :  r-  C 

ITrades,  ManufaSures,  lie. — How  the  inhabitants  are 
«mployed|  will  i^ipeav  from  the  following  Uft  of  medianics 
and  kbottveiB  witiiia  the  pariih :  The  number  of  indivi* 
dttak  employed  ift  eadi  occupation  is  annexed  ; 


Bakers,            — 

2 

Hofiers,      —          — 

8 

Barbers,     —            — 

.  I 

Labourers,         — 

'  5S 

Brewers, .           — 

2 

Millers,     —             — 

2 

Carters,    —          — 

i8 

Shoemakers,         — 

15 

Coal-hcwers,      — p 

6o 

Smiths,          — 

37 

Coopers,.  —              — 

3 

Surgeons,             ^ — 

I 

Farmers,             — «. 

2(5 

Tailors,     —             — 

XI 

Flax-dreffers,             — ^ 

I 

Watchmakers,       .^— 

I 

Flefhers,        — 

3 

Weavers,       — 

254 

Gardeners,                 — 

4 

Wrights,  and 

Hatmakersy        -— 

10 

Mafons,             — 

34 

Of 
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Of  the  weftversy  lo  onfy  continue  at  cuftomary  work  y  tbb 
x^  ate  employed  in  the  muflin  branch*  Moft  of  the  ma- 
fons  profefs  the.wrigbt  bufinefs.  About  three  forxtbs^tff 
the  fmiths  are  nailers,  and  work  to  employers  in  Glafgow. 
Mr  Ri>bert  Bryce  hath  difiinguiflied  himfelf  for  making 
edge-tools,  efpecially  augers  and  fcrews,  both  black  tfnd 
poliihed.  He  iells  the  black  from  3  s.  6d»  to  L.  i,  5  s.  the 
dozen,  wholeiale  ;  and  the  poUflied,  from  13  s*  to 
L.  2  :  9  :  6  the  dozen.  His  carpenters  and  coopers 
axes  and  adzes,  are  fold  from  5  d.  to  8  d.  the  lb.  All  his 
toob,  on  account  of  their  excellent  workmanihip,  and  e^« 
tremdy  good  temper,  are  preferred,  in  Glafgow  and 
Greenock,  to  any  from  England.  His  demands  are  al- 
ways greater  than  he  can  execute.  For  grinding  his  tools, 
he  prefers  the  Aoaes  from  Hamilton4iiU,  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Glafgow,  to  Newcaftle  grindftones.  He  former 
9rc  compofed  of  a  fmaller  grit  than  the  latter,  but  take 
down  remarkably  faft  ;  they  wear  equally  round,  becanfe 
tto  part  of  them  is  harder  than  another ;  and  they  are  not 
intermixed  with  nodules  and  ftreaks  of  the  martial-pjrrites^ 
which  are  extremely  hurtful  to  edge-tools,  and  frequently 
render  grindftones  totally  ufelefs.— -Mr  Bryce  hath  alfo  ao- 
quired  a  peculiar  Ikill  in  the  dextrous  management  of  bees. 
He  can,  without  killing'  the  queen -bee,  unite  different 
fwarms,  or  parts  of  fwariAs,  and  make  them  keep  together 
in  harmony:  His  apiary  is  fometimes  flocked  with 
43  hives.-*- There  are  two  printfields  in  Ae  pariih, 
known  by  the  names  of  Rutherglen  and- Shawfield-bank 
printfields*  The  former  is  carried  on  by  Mr  Cummin  and 
Company,  and  the  latter  by  Mr  DalgleiAi.;  they  employ 
about  200  petfens.  All  the  woihen>  in  the  patifli  find  a- 
bnndance  of  futtable  employment.  Every  4  looms  give 
work  to  at  leaft  one. woman,  who  winds  the  yarn  for  them. 

There 
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There  are  no  fev^r  than  22  tambouring  machines  ia  the 
town  \  4  young  girls  commonly  work  at  each  9  and  gain^ 
bj  their  united  labour,  about  2  s.  the  daj. 

Minerals.^^Tht  coal-works  carried  on  at  Stonelaw,  hj 
Major  John  Spens,  are  of  long  fianding.     There  is  no  ac* 
count  when  coals  were  at  firft  wrought  in  this  place.     But 
from  the  number  of  old  wades,  the  period  muft  be  very 
remote.    At  prefent,  about  126  perfons  are  employed  in 
the  works.    The  water  is  raifed  by  a  fteam-engine,  which, 
about  the  year  1776,  was  ereded  by  Gkbriel  Grey,  Eiq; 
of  Scotftown.    The  coals  turned  out  are  of  difierent  qua^ 
lities,  but  all  of  them  are  very  good.     They  are  fold  on 
the  hill  at  lod.  the  hutch,  weighing  400  lb.  but  it  com- 
monly exceeds  that  weight ;  carriage  to  Glaigow  is  4  d. 
fo  that  a  cart  load  of  three  hutches,  weighing  about  13 
cwt.  is  laid  down  in  the  ftreet  for  3  s.  6  d.    But  two 
wheeled  waggons,  containing  6  hutches,  are  commonly  u- 
fed.     Some  of  them  that  lately  were  occafionally  weighed, 
contained  no  leis  than  33  cwt.  of  foft  coal ;  which,  how- 
ever, is  fpecifically  heavier  than  hard  coal.    The  empty 
waggon  generally  weighs  about  8t  cwt.    The  whole,  a« 
mounting  to  41  cwt.  is  drawn  by  a  fingle  horfe,  which 
goes  to  Glafgow  three  times  a  day.     Glafgow  is  diflant 
from  Stonelaw  34-  miles.     Such  heavy  draughts,  drawn  by 
one  horfe,  even  for  a  greater  length  of  road,  is  not  unfiv* 
quent  in  this  country.     The  waggon  is  generally  2  feet 
in  depth ;  34  in  breadth  *,  and   5-^  in  length ;  the  wheels 
are  44.  in  height ;  the  hor&s  employed  are  of  the  Lanark- 
(hire  breed.     Their  fuperior  excellency,  after  the  above 
mentioned  exertion  of  their  ftrength,  to  which  they  are 
daily  accuftomed,  need  not  be  called  in  quefiion.    A  con- 
iiderable  quantity  of  iron  ftone  is  turned  out  along  with 
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tile  coal  at  Stonelaw.  It  fells  at  5  s«  6  d.  the  ton  on  the 
hill  \  and  is  delivered  at  Clyde  iron-work  for  6  s.  6  d. 
Thez3s  are  two  excellent  £ree-flone  quarries  in  the  parifli, 
which  have  been  wrought  for  fome  hundred  jears  paft. 
The  iiones  find  readj  lale  in  Glafgow  and  its  neighbour- 
hood* 

Public  i&oir/ij.-r-Rutherglen  is  bj  no  means  deilitute  of 
groccrj  ibops  and  public  houfes.  Of  the  latter  there  are 
no  fewer  than  26  within  the  town.  Thefe^  although  more 
than  fufficient  for  ordinary  demands,  are  not  able  to  ac- 
commodate ftrangers  that  frequent  the  fairs.  To  fupplj 
the  deficiency,  every  inhabitant  claims  a  right,  eflablillied 
by  immemorial  practice,  of  felling  ale  and  whifky,  licence 
free^  during  the  time  of  the  fairs.  This  cuftom,  which  is 
hurtfiil  neither  to  the  revenues  of  Government,  nor  inte- 
reft  of  the  community,  is  profitable  to  fome  indullrious  fa- 
SQilies  who  inhabit  capacious  houfes. 

Churchy  Stipend^  School^  Poor,  iJc* — The  church  is  a 
ixnall  but  very  ancient  ilru6hire.  There  is  no  account 
when  it  was  built*  The  coni[lru6tion  of  the  pillars  and 
arches,  and  the  ornaments  on  the  capitals,  feem  to  place  its 
date  at  a  more  remote  diilance,  than  the  time  when  the 
churches,  ornamented  with  high  and  clufiered  pillars,  Iharp 
pointed  arches,  large  windows,  &c.  were  built. — The  fti- 
pend,  including  the  allowance  for  communion-elements,  is 
147  bolls,  147  pecks  of  visual ;  of  which,  55  bolls  are  of 
oats  I  34  of  barley  i  and  the  reft  of  oat  meal.  It  is,  how- 
ever, moflly  paid  in  money,  according  to  the  market  price 
of  the  vidual.  The  glebe  contains  4 '  acres,  part  of  which 
13  occupied  by  the  manfe  and  offices.  The  Magiftrates 
and   Council,    the  heritors  refiding  within  the   borough. 
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find  thirteen  pound  land  thereof;  the  members  of  the  kirk- 
feflion,  and  the  tenants  of  Shawfield,  haVe  jointly  the 
Tight  of  prefentadon. — ^The  public  fchool  is  generally  well 
'  frequented.  The  ialary  is  L.  lo  Sterling  yearly.  The 
fiated  wages  are  a  s.  the  quarter  for  Engliih ;  and  i  s.  6  d. 
for  writing,  arithmetic  and  Latin.  There  are  commonly 
one  or  two  private  fchools  in  the  town. — ^The  number  of 
poor  in  the  parifh,  confidering  its  population,  is  not  great. 
There  are  only  a6  on  the  poor  funds :  thefe  are  to  the 
whole  inhabitants  nearly  in  proportion,  *as  i  is  to  72, 
They  are  moiUy  aged  and  infirm  women.  Each  receives 
from  2  s.  to  5  s.  a-month.  There  are  befides  a  few  in- 
digent families  who  are  occafionally  affifted,  as  the  kirk- 
feflion,  to  whofe  care  the  overfight  of  the  poor  is  introfled, 
fees  proper.  The  fiinds  for  anfwering  the  above  purpo- 
ses, are  raifed  from  the  weekly  colleffions  at  the  church 
door  on  fabbaths ;  from  proclamations  of  marriage,  and 
the  annual  interefi  of  a  fmall  fum,  accumulated  chiefly  by 
pious  donations.  Thefe  different  fources,  for  there  is  po 
poor-tax  in  the  pariflb,  procured  to  the  feflioo,  from  Febru- 
ary 1790  to  February  1791,  the  fum  of  L.  52  :  13  :^i. 
The  difburfements,  during  the  fame  period,  were  L.  46, 
16  5.  Balance  added  to  the  flock,  L.  5  :  17  :  3t*  One  or 
two  of  the  poor  are  allowed  to  beg  within  the  bounds  of 
the  parifh  but  no  where  elfe. 

Roads  and  AW/.— There  is  no  part  in  the  country  where 
better  roads  are  to  be  found.  The  great  turnpike  road 
leading  from  Glafgow  to  London,  by  way  of  Kilbride, 
Muirkirk,  Dumfries,  &c.  goes  through  the  town.  On  thb 
road  is  a  toll-bar,  the  only  one  in  the  jparifli*  The  chief 
line  of  communication  to  Glafgow  is  by  Rutherglen 
bridge,  which  was,  i»  1775,  thrown  over  Cljde.     It  is 
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not  burdened  bj  anj  pontage,'  being  built  by  a  free  fub« 
firriptioa,  to  which  the  borough  contributed  nearly  L.  xooo 
Sterfing. — ^The  only  mill  in  the  parilh  is  the  town's  mill, 
conftru6ted  for  grinding  oats,  barley  and  peas.  To  it  are 
aflriAed  all  the  borough  lands,  at  the  thirlage  of  the  40th 
part  of  the  grana  crefctntia^  feed  and  horfe  corn  excepted. 
The  miller  is  entitled  to  half  a  peck  for  bannock-meal,  out 
of  every  6  firlots,  grinded  at  the  mill ;  and  the  multerer, 
or  millar's  fervant,  has  additional  what  is  equal  to  the  half 
of  the  bannock-meal  for  his  fee.- 

Copies  of  the  charters  belonging  to  the  borough ;  de- 
fcriptions  and  drawings  of  the  pillars  in  the  church  \  of  the 
fpdlsof  fepulchral/amr«/<;  of  vegetable  impreflions  found 
in  the  earth ;  of  balaltic  columns,  and  of  feveral  other 
fubjeSs  of  antiquity  and  natural  hiftory,  belonging  to  the 
parifli,  are  given  in  Mr  Ure's  hillory  of  Rutherglen  and 
Eaft  Kilbridei  from  which  the  above  account  is  abftraded. 
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NUMBER    II. 
PARISH    or    BUCHANAN, 

(CouNTT  or  SxrRLiNG,  Stkod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr^ 
Presbytery  or  Dunbarton.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  David  Macgibbon. 


Namey  Extent ^  lie. 


BUCHANAN  was  formerly  called  Incbcaillocb,  the 
name  of  an  iflaad  in  Lochlomond,  where  the  church 
was  till  the  year  1621,  when  a  conliderable  part  of  the 
parifh  of  Luis,  at  that  time  on  this  fide  of  the  loch,  was  an- 
nexed to  the  parifh  of  Inchcailloch.  dome  years  after  the 
annexation,  the  walls  of  the  church  in  Inchpailloch  fiuling, 
and  the  people  likewife  not  finding  it  convenient  every 
fabbath,  efpecially  in  fiormy  weather,  to  be  crofiing  over 
to  the  ifland,  worihip  was  performed  in  a  church  near  the 
houfe  of  Buchanan,  which  was  originally  a  Chapel  of  Eafe 
belonging  to  the  parifii  of  Lufs.  From  this  chapel,  which 
was  called  die  church  or  chapel  of  Buchanan,  the  whol^ 
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muted  parilh  came  by  degrees  to  be  called  the  pariih  of 
Buchanan.  Inchcailloch  iignifies  **  the  ifland  of  the  Old 
"  Women ;"  fo  called,  becaufe  in  former  times  there  was 
a  nunnery  there.  The  parifh  of  Buchanan  has  been  reck- 
oned 18  computed  miles  long,  and  6  broad.  The  cultivated 
part  of  the  fouth  end  lies  eaft  and  weft  between  the  moor  of 
Buchanan  and  the  river  Endric.  A  long  tra£b  lies  along 
the  north  fide  of  Lochlomond  to  the  upper  end  of  the  pa- 
riih, near  which  there  are  two  glens  croffing  the  pariih  from 
cail  to  weft,  Glendow  and  Glenardet,  both  of  which  are 
inhabited. 

Rivers^ — ^Thc  Forth  has  its  fource  in  the  upper  end  of 
this  parifli.  From  feveral  fprings,  and  from  rains  in  thefe 
high  grounds  frequent! j  falling,  there  is  collefted  a  iinall 
bum  or  rivulet,  which  runs  down  Glenguoi  into  Glendow, 
and  by  the  addition  of  feveral  large  bums  in  that  glen  it 
b  confiderably  increafed :  At  the  lower  end  of  the  glen  it 
is  called  the  water  of  Dow,  and  below  that  the  water  of 
Dachray,  (as  it  paftes  by  the  place  of  Duchray),  and  not 
till  it  paftes  by  the  church  of  Aberfoil  b  it  called  the  Forth* 
This  river  takes  its  courfe  through  Monteith  by  Stirling. 
The  river  Endric,  which  is  the  boundary  of  this  parifli  in 
the  fouth,  has  its  fource  in  the  weft  end  of  Dundaff,  or 
Fintry  hills,  and  runs  through  the  parifties  of  Fintry,  Kill- 
cairn,  and  Drumen,  till  it  reaches  the  pariih  of  Buchanan, 
where  it  flows  in  beautiful  curves  through  the  fertile  haughs 
(or  flats)  of  Buchanan  and  Kilmaronock,  and  falb  at  laft  into 
Lochlomond.  Thb  river  in  the  winter  feafon,  when  tl)c 
loch  b  full,  covers  a  great  part  of  the  lower  grounds  <to 
both  fides  of  the  parifhes  of  Buchanan  and  Kilmaronock, 
and  when  the  water  lies  dead  and  goes  oft"  gradually  it  en- 
riches the  ground  -,  but  the  floods  have  often  proved  hu^ful 
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In  the  idling  after  the  feed  wa3  fown,^  zni  oftener  in  harveft, 
both  before  the  corns  were  cut  down  and.  afterward,  carry-" 
ing  fome  awaj  and  gjtcsJdy  damaging  the  reft.  In  harveft 
rySa.,  in  a  flood,  the  haughs  of  Endric,  in  this  pariih,  were 
covered  with  water,  and  immediately  after,  there  came 
fii^w  and  intenfe  firoft,  fo  that  in  fome  places  people  walked 
on  the  ice  above  the  ftanding  com. 

Cavis.'^ln  Craigroftan  there  are  feveral  caves  in  which 
lawlefs  people  ufed  to  fkulk  and  hide  themfelves ;  thofe  are 
known  by  the  names  of  the  moft  remarkable  perfons  who 
nfed  to  frequent  them.  There  is  one  commonly  known  by 
the  name  of  King  Robert's  cave.  What  gave  it  that  name 
was,  that  King  Robert  Bruce,  after  his  defeat  at  Dalrec, 
in  the  weft  end  of  StrathfiUan,  pafted  that  day,  with  very 
£ew  with  him,  down  the  ftrath,  crofied  the  water  of  Fal- 
loch,  and  came  down  the  north  fide  of  Locblomond  to 
Craigroftan.  Night  coming  on,  when  he  arrived  at  this 
cave,  he  flept  there ;  next  day  he  came  to  the  laird  of 
Buchanan,  who  conduced  him  to  the  Earl  of  L«nox,  by 
whom  he  was  preferved  for  fome  time,  till  he  got  to  a 
place  of  Mttj.  The  report  is,  that  the  night  in  which 
-King  Robert  flept  in  the  cave,  he  was  {unbounded  with 
goats  that  ufed  to  lie  there  in  the  night,  and  that 
when  he  arofe  in  the  morning,  and  found  himfelf  fo 
comfortable,  he  was  fo  well  pleafed  with  the. goats  as  his 
bed-£ellows,  that,  when  he  came  to  be  king,  he  made  a  law 
that  all  goats  fliould  be  grais-mail  (or  grals-rent)  free. 

*lfiiZr.-^The  Grampian  hills  run  through  this  pariih  from 

S.  W.  to  N.  ]£.  and  divide  the   lower  from  the  higher 

.  grounds.    ^Iiere  is  one  pretty  high  Jiill  in  the  midft  of 

tfaele  called  the  Conic  hill :   But  the  higheft  hill,  in  this 
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"l^MBTt  of  the  oiNHitiy^  is  in  the  upper  end  o£  die:fariih^  colled 
'fietdomoBd,  which  is  aboac  1080  yasds  above  £ea  level,  rTbe 
iiCbeiit  to  the  top  of  thb  hill  direOlj.  weft  is  fteep,  but  froxa 
•the  feuth  it  is  more  gradual,  till  neftr-the  top,  and  then  it 
•  is  femewhat  fteeper.  From  thei  top  of  this  hitt  there  is,  t  in 
a  dear  daj,  a  very  extetifi ve  vibw;  ta  the  eaft.  as  far  as  £" 
dihbnrg^,  to'the  fonth  as-fisir  iaa  Ayr,  with  the  frith.>of 
Clyde,  and  the  iflands  in  it, 'Anfan,  Bute,  &c.  asalfoto 
the  weft  lea  and  the  iflands  of 'Iflky,  Jura^  6cc. 

Lochs  or  Zaifj.— Though  LocMomond  cannot-  he  laid  to 
he  in  any  one  parilh,  yet  as  the  parifli  t>f  Bnchanaft«xteads 
14  or  15  miles  up  the  iide  of  the  loch,  and  feverall  of '  the 
inhabited  iflands  make  a  part  of  it,i!he  greateftHSmrebf  the 
loch  may  be  faid  to  fall  to  the  parifli  bf  Budianan.  ^Tliis 
beautiful  lake,  lying  from  S.  toN.  has  alway^  been  reck* 
oned  24  computed  or  36  meafured  miles  in  letfgth.  The 
breadth  towards  the  fouth  end  is  from  8  to  10  miles ;  to- 
wards the  north  end  it  is  not  near  fo  broad.  The  north 
end  is  confiderably  deeper  than  towards  the  fouth  end; 
the  depth  at  the  foot  of  Benlomond  is  about  lao  fathoms ; 
in  the  fouth  end  it  is  about  20,  and  in  many  places  not  a- 
hove  14.  AH  above  Rowerdennan  the  loch  never  freezes, 
however  intenfe  the  froft  be  ;  but  what  is  fouth  of  Rower- 
dennen  frezes,  fo  that  men,  and  even  horfes  with  their  loads^ 
have  travelled  upon  the  ice,  when  covered  with  fnow.  As 
there  are  feveral  rivers  vfhich  pour  a  great  quantity  of 
water  into  the  loch, '  and  as  there  is  but  one  way  by  which 
it  empties  itfelf  into*  the  iea,  the  loch^  in  rainy  feafons,  rifes 
to  a  confiderable  hjeight,  fo  that  from  it  loweft  lebb  it  has 
been  known  to  rife  upwards  of  5  feet.  In  this  loch  they 
ttAxm  about  30  iflands,  but  there  are  only  13  or  14  that 
can  be  laid  to  be  of  any  value,  the  reft  being  very  fmall, 
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'  and  fome  of  them  but  the  points  of  bare  rocka.  The  mpft 
valuable  iilands  are  divided  between  the  families  of  Mon- 
trofe  and  Luis ;  4  of  them,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
trofe,.  are  in  the  pariih  of  Buchanan  ;  3  of  tbefe,  namely, 
Inchaillochy  already  mentioned,  Inch&el,  which  fignifies  '*  the 
*^  Long  Iflandy^  and  Incheruin,  ^^  the  Round  Ifland,"  have 
a  tenant  in  each  of  them  "with  arable  and  pafture  ground ; 
but  by  &r  the  largeft  and  the  beft  of  all  the  iflands,  and 
which  likewife  belongs  to  the  &miiy  of  Montrofe,  is  Inch- 
murin ;  in  this  ifland  the  Duke  of  Mcmtrofe  kbeps  his 
deer,  a^d  a  forefler  to  take  care  of  them.  This  ifland,  it 
is  isdd,  belongs  to  no  pariih,  but  the  people  in  it  get 
church  privileges,  when  they  apply  for  them,  at  Buchanan. 
In  the  ibnth  end  of  |hi»  iiland,  the  ancient  family  of"  Le- 
nox had  a  caiUe,  but  it  is  now  in  ruins.  There  are  alfo 
three  fisiall  lakes  or  lochs  within  the  pariih,  namely, 
Dulochan,  Locharclet  and  Lochamnancaim.  In  Du^ 
lochan  there  are  fome  pike,  in  Locharclet  there  are  pike 
and  large  trout,  in  Lochlomond  there  are  falmon-trout, 
eel,  perch,  flounder,  pike,  and  a  fiih  peculiar  to  itfelf,  call- 
ed poUac.  This  fiih  is  of  the  fize  of  a  lar^e  herring,  and  at 
times  is  caught  in  great  quantities  on  this  fide  of  the  loch 
with  draught  nets ;  they  are  beil  in  the  months  of  July 
and  Auguil.  Salmon  was  more  plentiful  lail  year  on  this 
fide  of  the  loch  than  for  many  years  pail,  owing  to  the 
ilakes  and  nets  upon  the  mouth  of  the  Leven  to  prevent 
the  fiih  from  coming  up,  being  pulled  out ;  and  yet  falmon 
fold  lail  year  dearer  than  before,  owing  to  the  carriers  at- 
tending more  regularly  than  formeriy,  and  carrying  them 
off  to  Glaigow,  &c.  Salmon,  which  ufed  to  be  fold  at 
^  d.  and  3  d.  the  pound,  fells  now  at  5  d.  and  6  d. 

Woodi. 
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/i^'o(»&;— -Near  the  houfe  of  Buchanan  there  is  an  old  oak 
Wood  \  great  additions  have  been  made  to  which  within  thefc 
40  years  paft.  The  prefent  Duke  of  Montrofe  is  planting 
a  great  deal  of  different  kinds  of  trees  in  the  bottom  of  Bu- 
chanan, which  in  procefs  of  time,  if  properly  taken  care  of, 
muft  turn  out  greatly  to  the  advantage  of  the  family,  as 
well  as  to  the  beauty  of  ithe  place.  In  the  ifland  of  Inch- 
cailtoch  there  is  a  large  oak  wood.  From  the  Grampian 
hills  to  the  north  end  of  the  pariQi,  along  the  fide  of  the 
loch,  is  one  continued  wood,  confifling  of  fome  aflies,  alders, 
hazels^  but  moftly  oaks.  Woods  are  of  late  become  vtrj 
valuable  on  the  fides  of  Lochlomond,  as  the  timber  and 
bark  are  eafily  tranfported  by  water  to  Glafgow,  Port- 
Glafgow  and  Greenock,  and  fometimes  are  carried  to  Ire* 
land  and  the  well  of  England. 

Climate  and  Difeafss, — This  country  in  general  is  rather 
wet,  not  however  unhealthy.  Fevers  are  rare,  and  gene- 
rally brought  from  other  places,  efpecially  from  the  towns, 
and  from  the  public  works  that  are  going  on  at  no  great 
difiance  from  hence,  as  bleaching,  printing  cloth,  and  fpin- 
ning  cotton ;  the  children  or  connections  of  people  in  this 
parifli  turning  fickly  in  thofe  places,  are  brought  home,  and 
fometimes  the  neighbours  are  infcded  by  them.  In  that 
way  alfo  the  fmall-pox  was  brought  into  this  parilh  in 
winter  laft.  The  difeafe  fpreading  faft,  about  30  of  die 
young  people  in  the  neighbourhood  where  it  was,  took  it ; 
10  of  whom  died.  All  the  parents  whofe  children  had  not 
taken  it,  (two  or  three  excepted),  as  if  it  were  with  one 
confent,  inoculated  their  children  at*  one  and  the  fame 
time ;  ib  that  there  are  juil  now  under  inoculation  in  this 
parifli  128.  Several  of  whom  I  have  feen  ;  many  of 
them  appeared  to   be   pretty  eafy  •,    others   had   a   good 
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deal  of  the  pox,  but  ate  now  in  a  &ir  way  of  recove- 
ry. Two  only  died. — What  we  reckon  old  people  in  tiifa 
pariih  live  till  they  are  between  70  and  80  yeirs ;  fome 
reach  85  or  86  ;  only  5  that  I  can  remember^  fince  I  came 
to  this  parifh,  reached  90,  2  of  whom  died  goifig  98. 
There  is  one  living  at  prefeht  who  is  going  99 ;  he  is  re- 
markably healthy,  rifes  every  day  by  7  or  8  in  the  tnom- 
ing,  and  if  it  is  a  good  day,  takes  a  fhott  walk  before 
breakfalt ;  he  has  no  complaint  of  his  fight,  hearitig  or  me- 
mory, and  his  hand  is  as  ftcady  as  when  he  was  a  youttg 
man  ;  he  was  in  arms  in  the  year  1715  with  his  coftntry- 
men  the  Highlanders,  and  is  the  only  man  fdive  in  this 
part  of  the  country  who  was  out  at  that  time. 

Agricubure^  Isfr. — ^The  foil  is  of  different  kinds.  The 
haughs  of  Endric  are  deep,  and  very  fertile  for  grafe  or 
com.  The  rifing  grounds  towards  the  m6or  of  Buch&nan, 
are  partly  gravel,  partly  mofs,  and  partly  till,  with 
rocks  and  fiones,  both  above  and  below  ground,  in  the  way 
of  the  plough.  Upon  the  fide  of  Lochlomond  above  the 
pafs,  the  ground  is  drier  than  below,  but  rodty  and  ftony. 
Tlie  crops  are  oats  and  barley.  Some  few  peas  are  fown» 
^'hich  do  very  well  where  the  gronnd  is  limed,  but  ifcey 
are  in  danger  of  fuffering  in  bar  veil  in  this  rainy  country. 
Some  few  have  tried  turnip ;  they  would  grow  very  well* 
but  they  require  -more  attention  in  the  feafon  that  tbe  peo- 
ple of  this  country  are  providing  turf  or  peats,  than  they 
can  well  beftow  upon  them.  They  all  plant  plenty  of 
potatoes,  and  tlie  common  people  feed  at  leaft  one  half  6f 
the  year  upon  them.  Oats,  if  the  feafon  anfwers,  are  fown 
in  the  beginning  of  April,  barley  through  the  month  of 
May,  and  fometimes  in  June.  There  is  little  flax  raifed^ 
and  none  but  what  i?  for  private  ufe.     A  greater  quantity 
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of  gnm  than  w»  neceiTary  for  tbe  maintenance  of  tbe  in- 
habitants, was  raifed ;  but  of  late  jears  a  great  part  of  the 
richer  grounda  being  pi;t  under  grafs,  has  confiderablj  di- 
miniilied  the  produce  in  general.  The  generality  of  the  te« 
nants  keep  near  a  third  more  of  cattle  than  tbej  have  pa«- 
fture  for ;  which,  though  tbej  will  not  believe  it,  turns  out 
more  to  their  lofs  than  their  profit.  There  are  5  entered 
fiiUs  in  the  pariih,  which  do  more  than  confume  all  the  bai" 
lej  that  grows  in  it.  The  commou  Scots  ploughs' are  ge- 
Dorallj  ufed ;  but  inftead  of  being  made  by  the  farmers 
themlelves  as  formerly,  they  are  now,  for  the  mod  part, 
made  by  fuch  wrights  as  are  mod  remarkable  in  the  coun- 
try for  making  them,  fo  that  they  are  not  now  fo  clumfy 
and  heavy  as  ufual.  But  by  far  the  greater  part  of  this  pa- 
riih  confifis  of  hill  or  moor  ground,  and  is  covered  with 
rocks,  mois  and  heath.  For  6  miles  up  the  fide  of  the  loch, 
each  farm  has  a  ihare  of  the  moor  which  is  contiguous  to 
iUelf ;  but  leveral  miles  of  the  north  end  of  the  parifii 
have  of  late  yea^rs  been  all  put  under  (heep-paflure.  There 
arc  only  %*j  ploughs  going  in  the  parilh  this  year. 

Till  of  late  tlierc  was  rather  a  want  of  induftry  in  this 
pariCb,  owing  to  what  the  farmer3  alleged,  the  (hortnefs  of 
their  tacks,  which  gave  them  no  encouragement  to  improve, 
and  the  difficulty  of  getting  manure  :  But  a  lime  quarry 
being  fome  years  ago  found  out  in  the  moor  above  the  pafs» 
near  a  mofe  where  they  get  peats  for  burning  the  lime,  the 
farmers  in  the  neighbourhood  make  lime  there  every  year, 
which  they  bring  to  their  grounds.  This  has  proved  of  con- 
fiderable  advantage  to  their  farms.  The  farms  below  the 
pais  the  Duke  has  inclofed  and  fubdivided,  partly  by  ditch 
and  hedge,  and  partly  by  ftone  fences :  By  building  the 
floae  fences,  the  farmers  who  were  employed  in  providing 
ftones,  had  an  opportunity  of  clearing  their  grounds  of  a 
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great  many  ftones,  which  they  flood  very  much  in  need  of. 
And  lomc  of  them  fince  in  their  wet  grounds  hare  been 
cafling  drains  and  filling  them  with  ftones,  by  which  their 
grounds  receive  a  double  advantage.  The  multures  for 
fome  time  paft  have  been  converted  into  money,  fo  that 
there  is  little  more  given  now  than  what  is  neceflary  for 
working  the  grain. 

Population, — According  to  the  return  made  to  Dr  Web- 
fter,  the  numbers  were  1699.  The  inhabitants  have  dc- 
crealed  con  fider ably  fince  fome  part  of  my  predeceflbr's 
time.  In  one  of  his  lifts,  the  numher  wis  between  1500 
and  160c  ;  according  to  the  iaft  lift  which  I  took  of  them, 
they  were  only  1 1 1  f  fouls,  and  the  number  is  not  increa- 
fing.  There  is  no  regifter  of  marriages  kept  j  but  the  re- 
giiler  in  order  to  the  proclamation  of  banns  is  regular- 
ly kept  \  and  by  the  ,  fame  it  appears,  that  the  number 
bf  proclamations  from  the  beginning  of  the  year  1760  to 
the  beginning  of  1790,  is  241  ;  from  1760  to  1770,  is  82  ; 
from  1770  to  1780,  is  83  ;  and  from  1780  to  1790,  is  76 : 
The  yearly  average  upon  the  whole,  is  8.  The  numbers 
of  births  from  1760  to  1790,  is  409;  from  1760  to  1770, 
is  147  ;  from  1770  to  1780,  is  143  ;  from  1780  to  1790, 
is  119.     The  yearly  average  is  about  13. 

There  are  no  manufadures  in  this  parifh.  There  are  in 
it  6  weavers,  3  fhocmakers,  2  tailors,  i  fmith,  2  boat-car- 
penters, 2  millers,  no  wrirrhts  nor  mafons,  except  fuch  as 
work  conftantly  to  the  Duke  of  Montrofe.  All  the  fer- 
vants  in  this  pariih  are  domeflic  or  houfehold,  except  fuch  as 
work  to  the  Duke,  who  have  each  of  them  who  go  under 
the  denominatiQn  of  his  workmen,  a  houfe  and  garden,  a 
cow's  grazing-park,  for  their  accommodation,  with  4  a- 
cres  of  ground.     The  wages  of  labouring  iervants  are  daily 
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iocreafing,  o'wlng  greatly  to  the  public  works  going  on  la 
the  neighbourhood,  the  enlarging  of  farms,  and  the  turning 
off  of  cottagers.  Men  ferv^ants  get  from  L.  7  to  L,  9  in  the 
year,  and  fome  of  them  more.  Women  fervants  get  L.  4, 
and  fome  of  them  more.  A  man  to  work  a  day's  work,  or 
a  darger^  as  they  are  called,  is  not  eaiily  had  ;  anH  when 
got,  he  takes  lod.  a-day  with  his  viftuals.  Tailors  get 
8d-  and  viftuals.— Some  years  ago  there  were  feveral  Ro- 
man Catholics,  and  a  few  of  the  Epifcopal  Communion ; 
but  there  are  none  of  thefe  denominations  now,  fo  far  as  I 
^Lnow,  at  lead  as  common  refidenters. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor^  ifc. — The  living  confifts  of  24 
bolb  oat-meal,  together  with  L.62  :  8  :  2,  with  manfe  and 
glebe.  The  Duke  of  Montrofe  is  patron.  The  minifler, 
it  is  faid,  is  titular.  There  arc  6  heiitors,  5  of  whom  have 
a  fingle  farm  each ;  the  reft  of  the  parifh  belongs  to  the 
Duke,  who  is  alfo  fuperior  of  the  other  five. — There -are  2 
fchools,  which  for  feveral  years  paft  have  been  re/^ularly 
taught ;  the  parochial  fchool,  and  a  fchool  appointed  by  the 
Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge.  The  paro- 
chial fchpolmafler  has  a  falary  of  L.  8  :  6 :  8,  with  a  houfc ; 
for  every  marriage  he  has  13  d. ;  for  every  baptifm,  4d. ; 
for  teaching  to  read  Englifli,  is.  6 d.  the  quarter,  and  for 
Vriting  and  arithmetic,  2  s.  The  chanty  fchool  is  kept 
at  Sallochy,  about  6  miles  above  the  church,  for  3  years  ; 
and  then  at  Inverfhaid,  about  7  miles  farther  up  the  coun- 
try, for  other  3  years,  alternately.  The  charity  fchool- 
mafter  has  a  falary  of  L.  10  as  fchoolmafter  and  catechift  ; 
he  has  alfo  quarter  wages  from  fuch  as  are  able  to  pay, 
which  I  underftand  turn  out  to  about  L.  4  ;  but  he  is  obli- 
ged to  teach  the  poor  gratis, — The  number  of  poor  upon* 
jthe  lift  is  about  40,  fometimes  i  or  2  more.     1  fay  upon 
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the  h&t  becaufe  we  onlj  mark  down  the  principal  bead  of 
the  family  who  receive  charitji  and  are  fupplied  bj  the 
country  and  the  pariiby  though  in  fome  families  there  may 
be  the  hufband  and  the  wife,  and  in  others  fome  fmall  chil- 
dren beilde  the  hulband  and  wife,  or  a  widow  with   9^ 
fmall  family  in  ftraitened  circumftances ;  fo  that  if  every 
individual  were  to  be  put  in  the  lift,  the  number  would  he 
pretty  confiderable.     There  is  no  provifion  made  ia  this 
pariili  for  the  poor  ^  they  are  obliged  ta  beg  from  houfe  to 
houfe  through  the  year,  and  get  their  proportion  of  what 
colledions  are  gathered  on  the  Sabbath  days,  to  buy  doaths 
and  other  neceflaries ;  and  when  any  of  them  come  to  be 
in  ficknefsy  or  infirm  and  unable  to  go  abom^  they  have  to 
depend  upon  the  charity  of  their  neareft  neiglibours,  and 
what  can  be  given  them  extraordinary  of  the  poor's  mo- 
ney.   Several  years  ago  the  county  of  Stirlipg  attempted 
to  confine  their  poor  within  their  refpe£Hve  pariibes;  and 
after  feveral  meetings  about  it,  all  the  pariihes,  as  far  as  I 
know,  except  Drumen  and  Buchanap,  agreed  to  the  plan  ; 
by  which  means  the  poor  of  the  pariihes  who  agreed  to  it 
were  better  fupplied,  and  the  people  freed  of  a  good  deal 
of  trouble  in  ferving  them  at  the  door  \  and  befides,  were 
not  liable  to  get  their  goods  (lolen,  as  formerly,  by  vagrants 
who  went  about  begging.     The  poor  are  every  day  b^cQ- 
ming  a  heavier  burden  upon  the  inhabitants  of  this  parilh, 
occaiioned  by  the  bed  growing  farms  in  the  lower  end  of 
the  parifli  bemg  put  under  grals,  and  the  fmall  farms  in  the 
head  of  the  pariih,  many  of  them  being  united  together  and 
put  under  iheep,  and  let  out  to  people  in  other  pariihes  who 
give  nothing  for  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  but  leave  them  a 
burden  'upon  the  rcfidenters.     There  is  about  L.  280  be- 
longing to  the  poor  of  the  parilb,  moil  of  which  has  been 
given  in  different  donations  by  the  family  of  Montrofe. 

Manners 


pf  BnchafiM.  13 

Memners  and  Morah, — ^Thc  people  vtt  getocrally  fpben 
Thctfc  are  no  ViUa^s  in  the  pari/h,  nor  even  ivhat  deferveS 
the  name  of  a  clachan  at  the  chur-ch.  There  are  only  ^ 
licenfed  public  hottfets :  It  is  an  advantage  to  the  morals  of 
the  people  that  there  are  fo  fev^r.  The  people  aT«e  hofpi- 
table,  and  very  charitably  difpofed  towarfc  the  poor.  They 
Kve  in  peace  and  harmony  among  tbemfelves,  and  ane  very 
ready  to  oblige  and  affift  one  anothey  when  need  requires. 
I  cannot  now  recoiled  ene  law  proceft  between  the  inhabi. 
tants  before  the  flieriff  or  commiffary,  fincc  I  came  to  the  pa- 
riih  ;  fuiy  dtfierence  among  them  ufed  to  be  made  op  at  the 
barony  conrt,  and  there  have  been  very  few  di&renoes 
fevcn  before  the  barony  court  for  many  years  paft.  Ther* 
has  no  rtinrder  been  committed  time  immemorial ;  no  per- 
fons  tifave  been  comnntted  to  prifon,  or  baniflied  for  any 
trime,  eiccept  one  family  who  came  to  refide  here,  finding 
b  intcrfivlentent  to  live  any  Where  elfe,  and  one  individual 
who  came  friom  the  foifth,  when  pnrfaed  in  his  own  cdOtk- 
try,  took  (helrer  here  idt  a  -few  ^ys,  and  afterwards  fuffer* 
ed  at  Edinburgh. 

j)ivanta^eT.'''-'Khie  great  cdnverfence  which  this  parxfli 
hTfij  is,  that  almoR  every  farm  ^as  mofs  in  the  moors  be- 
longing to  itfelf  or  contignous  to  it ;  fo  that  in  moderately 
dry  fumniers  the  people  may  have  plenty  of  good  peats. 
But  after  ail,  confidering  the  time  that  is  fpcnt  in  cutting 
the  peats,  fettinij  and  keeping  them  to  the  drought,  and 
carrying  th^m  home,  w^iich  is  a  great  part  -of  the  fummer's 
work,  befides  the  danger  of  lofing  them  all,  or  moil  of 
thetn  in  rainy  feafoni,  I  leave  it  to  my  neighbours  to  judge 
whether  it  wouM  >not  be  better  to  cirft  fewer  peats,  and 
fcrve  themfelves  partly  in  cods,  efpecially  fince  they  have 
now  got  a  turnpike  retid  to  the  coals»    One  great  advan« 
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tage  which  the  lower  end  of  this  parifli  has  received  of  late 
years,  is  a  new  line  of  road  from  Dnimen  to  Rowerdennan, 
which  (the  ferry  intervening)  joins  the  great  road  from 
Dunbarton  to  Inverary  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Locbloaiood. 
There  is  always  a  ferry-boat  kept  by  the  family  of  Mon- 
trofe  at  Rowerdennan,  and  another  by  the  family  of  Arro- 
char  on  the  oppofite  fide.  The  ferrying  place  on  this  fide 
has,  of  late  years,  been  made  pretty  convenient  for  pafien- 
gets  ;  a  quay  has  been  built  both  for  the  fafety  of  the  boats, 
and  for  the  conveniency  of  horfes  getting  into  and  out  of 
the  boats ;  as  alfo  a  convenient  public  hdufe.  The  line 
of  road  from  Drumen  to  Rowerdennan  was  begun  and  for- 
med by  the  fiatute  work  ;  bridges  were  built  on  the  bums» 
partly  by  the  vacant  fiipend,  partly  by  the  bridge-money 
got  from  the  county,  and  partly  by  the  Duke's  money 
This  road  while  carried  on  by  the  ftatute  work,  went  on 
very  flowly ;  though  begun  above  30  years  ago,  it  could 
not  be  faid  to  be  finifiied  till  lafl  year  ;  but  now  that  it  is 
.finiihed,  it  mud  greatly  attrad  the  attention  of  travellers, 
being  for  feveral  miles  up  the  fide  of  the  loch,  highly  beau- 
tiful and  pifturefque ;  interfperfed  with  woods  and  beauti- 
ful fields  of  grafs  and  arable  grounds ;  commanding  at  the 
fame  time  an  extenfive  and  delightful  profpe6l  of  Loch- 
lomond,  and  of  the  principal  iilands  in  it,  as  alfo  of  the 
many  fine  feats  around  the  loch. 

MifcsUaneous  Obfervations, — In  the  lower  end  of  the  pa- 
rifli is  the  houfe  of  Buchanan,  the  prefent  feat  of  the  family 
of  Montrofe.  This  place  for  near  700  years  belonged  to 
Buchanan  of  that  ilk,  and  was  the  feat  of  that  ancient  fa- 
mily, but  has  been  now  for  fome  time  in  the  pofieilion  of 
the  family  of  Montrofe. — At  Inverfnaid  in  the  upper 
end  of  the  parifli,  there  was,  about  80  years  ago,  a  fort 
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built  bear  mid-way  between  Lochlomond  and  Locbcatrine ; 
the  defign  of  which  was  to  guard  the  pais  between  the  two 
lochs,  and  prevent  the  cattle  and  goods  of  the  people  in 
the  lower  parts  of  the  country  being  flolen  and  carried 
away  northward,  as  aifo  to  be  a  check  upon  the  country 
around  it ;  the  people  thereabout  being  as  ready  as  any  o« 
thers  to  take  away  their  neighbour's  goods;  This  fort  was 
burnt  in  1745,  but  was  afterward  repaired.  l*here  ufed 
to  be  a  company  of  men  ftationed  there  fome  time  ago ; 
buty  finr  feveral  years  paft,  it  has  been  fupplied  with  a  few 
men  from  tbie  caftle  of  Dunbarton. 

The  people  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Grampian  Hilb^ 
fpeak  nothing  but  Englifli ;  on  the  north  fide,  fuch  as  have 
been  bom  and  brought  up  there;  fpeak  the  Englifli  and 
Gaelic.  Of  late  years,  feveral  tenants  from  the  fouth  fide^ 
have  removed  to  fiirms  on  the  north  fide  -,  thefe  fpeak 
Englifli  only.  All  the  names  of  places  within  the  parifli 
are  Gaelic  :  ad,  CoUracb,  '  The  Back  of  the  Oaks;'  £/ar* 
imiift  or  *  Plain  of  the .  He-Goat ;'  Stronmacnair^  *  The 
<  Point  of  the  Hill,  belonging  to  the  Son  of  the  Heir  \* 
Mtnlomond,  '  The  bate  green  Hill/ 
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NUMBER    III. 


FARISH    or    GOLSPT^ 


(tioUHTT  or  SUTOTRXAMD,  SfVOD  0»  SUTRERLAIID'  AH©* 

Caithness,  Presbttert  of  I>orvoch.> 


Bj  the  Rem.  Mr  VTnxih»  Keith. 


Namif  Sittuiiony  Surfacif  SoUf  &c« 

CUxMALiE  was  the  ancient  name  of  this  parilh*  GoU 
fp7  is  probablj  derived  fipom  goui  fj^uti'-^oul  fig- 
nifjing,  *  a  figure  refemUing  a  branch  of  a  tree,'  and  fpaut 
*  a  fpeat/  Probablj  the  bum  of  Golfpj  ran  in  that  fornir 
and  had  often  a  fpeat  or  flood  ;  which  is  dill  the  cafe,  altho** 
the  form  is  much  changed  bj  reafon  of  frequent  inundations. 
The  place  perhaps  got  its  name  from  the  figure  of  the* 
bnrn,  and  the  circumftaoce  of  its  fpeats.— This  parifli  ex- 
tends from  Strathileven,  the  N.  £.  end,  to  the  Little  Ferrj^ 
S.  W.  along  the  fea,  nearly  in  a  ftraight  line ;  and  mea- 
fares  about  8  miles.  From  the  boat  of  the  Little  Ferrj,  it 
runs  along  that  arm  of  the  fea  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  for  3. 
wbS^9  and  thus  forms  pearly  a  vi^t  angle  at  the  wefi  entf.- 

B7 


Xy  the  mod  direft  road  from  ooe  end  to  anotber,  it  is  10 
aieafnred   miles  in  kngth,  and  from   fea  to  hill  in  the 
Inroadeft  part,  about  a  mile  and  an  half,  and  about  a 
mile  in   the  narroweft  part,  ezclufive  of   a   good    deid 
of  barren  hillj  ground.     There  is    a   bank  which  runs 
along  the  bum  of  Golfpj  due  weft  from  the  fea  for  5 
miles,  where   there  are   feveral  inhabitants.      It  is  flat 
for   10   miles    in    length  from   the  cooft,    and  from  a 
mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth.      The  foil  in 
general  light,  but  of  a  good  quality  and  fertile.     In  fome 
|Kurts  it  is  deep,  and  mixed  with  day,  and  very  fertile*  The 
S.  W.  end  is  £uidy;  the  N.  £.  end  ftony.     No  p-irt  is 
high,  or  having  high  rocks.     The  hills  on  the  fide  facing 
the  fea  are  covered  with  ihort  black  heath,  and  fomewhat 
fticky.  On  the  oppofite  fide  the  heath  is  long,  with  a  mix« 
tnre  of  grais,  and  the  ground  for  moft  part  mofiy.     The 
«ir  is  dry  and  healthy.     There  are  haddocks,  whitings,  cod, 
frnall  rock  red  cod,  cuddies,  ikate,  fine  turbot  and  flounders, 
taken  with   lines.    On   the  Little  Ferry  branch,  mufiels, 
cockles,  are  gathered  in  plenty  4  flounders,  troutsof  various 
kinds,  and  a  few  fidmon  are  taken  with  nets.  All  thole  are 
tn  feafon  as  in  other  places :  The  coimtry  around  purchafe 
^1.     Seals  and  porpoifes  are  on  the  coaft;  fometimes  (mall 
whales  are   feen  near  it;    and  there    are    kiilances    of 
ibme  being  driven  on  fliore.     About  5  or  6  years  ago, 
liaddocks  were  a  penny  the  fcore ;  now  they  are  a  penny 
each.    There  is  a  good  deal  both  of  tangle  and  b€ll-wc:ed 
<m  the  coaft,  and  ufed  for  manuring  the  lands  to  great  ad- 
vantage.    About  30  ton  of  kelp  is  made  every  third 
year.     The  tides  run  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  from  weft  to 
jeaft.     There  is  a  pretty  ftrong  current  in  the  Little  Ferry, 
tot  not  remarkable. 

Popuhaiim. 
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PQfuiation.'-^AhovLt  loo  years  ago,  the  population  U| 
fappofed  not  to  have  been  above  one  half  of  what  it  is  at 
prefent.  In  1750  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  1302 ;  at 
preient  thej  are  1700. 


Males, 

800 

Fanners,  (ten  have  above 

Females, 

900 

1 0  acres),  and  their  fa- 

Inhabitants  in  village 

milies,            -             73 

ofGolfpj, 

300 

Wrights,         -         .         5 

In  the  country. 

1400 

Mafons,              -              2 

Ann.  aver,  of  births, 

65 

Weavers,             -           10 

A  H 

Jailors,         -         -         12 
Tinker,              -              1 

———of marriages,  20 

Under  10  years  of  age, 

500 

Apprentices,          -         zo 

Between  10  and  20, 

450 

Fiihermen,            -          20 

Between  20  and  jo, 

550 

Ferrymen,             -           4 

Between  50  and  70, 

ns 

Houfehold  fervants,         12 

Between  70  and  100, 

^s 

Labouring  fervants,       252 

Heritors,  (i  refides  con- 

Family  of  Nobility,          i 

ftantly)^ 

2 

Families  of  Gentry,          4 

Fhyficiaq,            - 

I 

The  proportipn  between  the  annual  births  and  the 
whole  population  is  as  i  to  26 ;  between  marriages  and  it, 
as  I  to  8  j ;  between  annual  deaths  and  it,  as  i  to  36. 
Each  Tuarriage,  at  an  average,  produces  7  children.  The 
population  would  ilill  increafe  were  manufadures  efia- 
bliihed.  In  Dr  Webft^r's  report  the  number  is  1790  y 
but  this  feems  to  be  exaggerated.  Several  go  in  fpring 
to  the  South  of  Scotland,  where  they  find  bette-  encou* 
ragement  for  Labour,  'and  mod  of  them  return  in  Odober 
or  November  followii|g.  None  have  been  baniihed  fince 
the  year  1746,  whei;i  one  fufiered  that  }>unifhment.— ^ 
There  are  363  houfesi  5  in  each  houie  at  an  average  y 

bu^ 


of  Golfpy.  %^ 

bat  there  are  42  of  thofe  -houfes  with  only  i  inhabi*. 
taut  in  each,  and  feveral  houfes  with  but  a  inhabitants 
in  each. 

Produce^  &c.— There  b  kail,  potatoes,  turnip,  and  every 
kind  of  garden  roots ;  firs  of  different  kinds,  aih,  elm,  al- 
der, plane-tree,  narrow-leaved  fervice,  birch,  hazle,  alfo 
furze  and  broom.  On  the  fiirm  of  Dunrobin,  are  at 
tiiis  time  black  cattle,  of  3  and  4  years  old,  which 
would  fell  at  L.  xo  a-head.  They  are  not  hrge,  but 
remarkable  well  ihaped,  well  haired,  and  hardy.  The 
number  of  black  cattle  may  be  1100;  of  flieep  xooo ; 
of  horfies  350.  About  xoqo  arable  acres,  and  a  great  ma- 
'  ny  wafie.  Abqut  400  acres,  or  nearly  fo,  of  grafs  or 
pafture  lands.  850  acres  may  be  employed  in  raifin^ 
com;  in  raifing  barley  300  acres;  oats  180;  peafe  140^ 
turnip  70  ;  potatoes  160 ;  and  150  acres  are  iu  fown  grais, 
befides  100  acres  of  paiiure  ground.  The  pariib  fup- 
plies  itfelf  with  provifions;  and  c^  (ell  aoo  bolls  of 
viftual,  and  about  aoo  black  cattle  at  an  average. 
They  fow  peafe  here  in  the  beginning  of  March} 
oats  about  the  middle;  and  bear  from  the  acth  of 
April  to  the  acth  of  May  :  They  reap  bear  in  Auguft  and 
beginning  of  September,  and  oats  and  peafe  almoft  all  in 
September.  There  are  500  or  600  acres,  befides  hill  ground 
common,  all  of  little  value,  fit  only  for  (heep  pafture. 
About  5  miles  fquare  are  planted  with  trees.  The  land 
rent  of  the  parifli  may  be  L.  700.  The  beft  arable  land  is 
X  boll ;  beft  pafture  5  s.  6  d.  the  acre  ;  inferior  3  firlots  a* 
rable ;  and  3  s«-  6  d.  pafture  the  acre.  The  farm  of  Dun- 
robin  is  400  acres;  Uppat  150;  Craigtown  no;  Kirk- 
fown,  Abermofs,  and  Morvick,  about  50  acres  each.  Two 
fiffsos,  of  15  acres  each,  and  x,  including  arable  and  pafture 

ground^y 
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grouods,  55.  No  other  &niis  in  the  parifli  exceed  xi  a* 
cres,  and  few  are  foextenfive.  Moft  of  the  largeil  farms  are 
inclofed;  the  (mailer  ones  are  not.  The  people,  in  gene- 
raly  are  convinced  of  the  advantage  of  indofures.  In  178a 
jifiH  1783,  the  J  paid  their  rents  nearly  in  vi£lualy  and  had 
leed  for  dieir  land.  Tradefmen  and  others,  whom  the 
jarmeTB  could  not  fappljr,  got  foreigpi  vidual  that  came  to 
the  coontryin  fpring  and  Siimmer  1783  ;  and  all  were  well 
fupplied. 

Sttfiend  and  Poor.— The  ftipend,  induding  the  glebe,  k 
«bout  L.  76.  The  patronage  is  veiled  in  the  Coimtefi  of  Su»- 
therlandand  Earl  Gower.  There  are  xoo  on  the  poors  lift ; 
and  many  objeSs  of  charity  in  the  parifli  bcfidcs.  The 
annual  colleSions  are  L,  6  at  an  av^age ;  befides,  there  are 
L.  53  Sterling  of  a  fund,  being  a  prefent  from  the  &mily 
vof  Sutherland,  to  the  poor,  which  produces  annually  L.  a, 
X3S.  Fines,  for  delinquencies,  may  amount,  at  an  ave-. 
rage,  to  L.3  :6 : 8 ;  out  of  all  which,  the  feffion-clcrk, 
catechift,  and  kirk-officer  get  about  L.  4  Sterling. 

Price  qf  Provifions  and  Labour.-^Beei  2nd  mutton  a^d, 
the  pound  in  their  feafon,  and  3  d.  at  leaft  in  fpring  ;  geefe 
X  s.  6  d. ;  ducks  6  d. ;  chickens  4  d. ;  pork  li  d. ;  butter  la  s^ 
m  pounds  EngliQi  -,  chcefe  4  d.  and  of  better  quality  5  d. 
and  6  d.  \  barley  la  s.  6  d. ;  oats  9  s.  6  d.  AU  thefe  kinds  of 
provifions  could  be  bought  ao  years  ago  at  half  the  prefent 
prices.  Some  labourers  get  8  d.  and  9  d. ;  but  moft  6  d.  in 
•fummer,  and  5 d.  in  winter:  Carpenters  and  mafons 
1  s,  6 d. ;  tailors  is.  A  common  labourer,  when  married, 
gets  4  bolls  bear-meal,  ac  10  ftone  weight,  and  a  boUs  oat- 
meal  at  ii  ftone  weight,  land  for  potatoes  and  kail-gar- 
den.  and  about  L.a,  10  s.  in  money,  which,  with  fome 
'  fmall 


finall  earnings  of  hk  wife  in  fpinntng,  or  farm  work,  or 
partly  both,  maintain  their  familj  pretty  well.  The 
wages  of  a  male  fervant,  including  perquifites,  are  «- 
qua]  to  L«  3  Sterling,  and  of  female  fervants  about  L.  i,  I09» 
s-jear. 

MifceOameous  Obfervaiioiis^^^Thcrt  was  a  flurmifli  on 
the  plain  between  Gdfpj  and  the  Little  Ferr j,  in  the  year 
1746,  between  a  party  of  the  rebels  and  the  militia  of  the 
country,  where  the  rebels  were  worfted,  and  feveral  men 
of  rank  taken  prifoners. — ^No  remarkable  wreck  has  hap- 
pened^— ^The  mountain  of  Binbhragie  may  be  about  3  quar* 
ters  of  a  mile  high.  There  is  plenty  of  moorfione,  freefione, 
grey  flate,  all  ufed  in  building  houfes  and  fences.— Some 
are  qoarriedy  and  a  great  many  are  got  on  the  furfiice. — In 
X775  the  bum  of  Golfpy  overflowed  the  glebe-lands>  and 
others  adjacent ;  and  in  November  1781,  it  overflowed 
the  fame  twice  in  the  courfe  of  10  days.— The  number  of 
pk>nghs  in  the  pariih  is  90,  and  all  of  the  common  kind, 
except  thofe  at  Dunrobin  ;  the  carts  are  14.  There  is  i 
two*wheeIed  carriage.— There  is  i  village  along  the  ihorer 
of  Golfpy  <*-There  are  the  remains  of  an  old  cafUe,  fuppofed 
to  be  Pidiih,  3-4ths  of  a  mile  due  weft  from  the  houfe  of 
Dunrobin  ^  fome  celb  entire. — ^The  fize  of  the  people  is 
from  5  feet  5  inches^  to  5  feet  9.  The  greateft  height, 
which  any  have  attained  is  6  feet. — The  inhabitants  are 
oeconomical,  humane,  contented,  and  not  fond  of  a  feafaring 
life. — ^There  ure  3  boatn  conftantlj  ufed  in  fifbing,  fome- 
times  for  freighting.  None  have  entered  the  Navy,  e:3ccep< 
diofe  that  were  prefled,  or  given  up  as  the  complement 
due  from  each  boat's  crew*  Property  is  not  changing, 
except  the  fmall  eflate  of  Uppat,  twice  fold  of  late  years, 
lb  as  to  yield  about  4  per  cent,  interefl. — ^The  condition  of 
die  inhabitants  would  be  ameliorated,  byeftablifliing  manu- 

fa&ures 
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faffaires  in  the  countiy,  which  is  the  principsd  thing  want- 
ed.—-The  Gaelic  language  principally  is  fpoken  here. 
Names  of  places  are  derived  from  it.— Peat  and  turf  are 
ufed  as  fuel,  and  brought  from  the  neighbouring  hills,  ac 
3  miles  difiance,  at.ad.  the  back  load  of  the  fmsdl  country 
horfes,  and  3  d.  in  winter  and  fpring.— The  dreHs  of  the  in- 
habitants  is  much  improved. 


NtJM. 
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N  U  M  B  E  R    IV. 
UNITED  PARISHES  of  LOGIE  aItb  PERT, 

(County  of  Forfar,  Stkod  of  Angus  and  Mearns, 
Pr£sbyt£rt  of  Brechin.) 

Bj^ihi  Rev*  Mr  Alexander  Peter. 


Nami^  Situation^  Stn/,  jiir^  &c. 

IT  feems  probable,  that  the  parifh  of  Logie,  or  Logie* 
Montrofe,  as  it  was  formerly  called,  was  annexed  to 
the  parUh  of  Pert  perhaps  about  the  year  1610  or  1615. 
logie^  which  is  a  very  common  name  through  Scotland,  is 
laid  to  be  of  Gaelic  extradion,  and  to  fignify  a  *  fiat  or 
*  low  fituation,'  which  particularly  correfponds  to  that  of 
the  Old  Church  of  Logie,  which  b  fituated  in  a  hollow  or 
low  ground,  by  the  fide  of  the  Northeik  river.  Pert 
is  of  uncertain  origin.  The  Old  Church  of  Pert  is  like- 
wife  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Northefl^,  very  near  the 
OJd  North  Water  Bridge,  and  about  3  miles  up  the  river 
Vol.  IX.  £  from 
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from  Logie.  The  United  Parifli  is  fomethbg  of  an  oblongs 
or  rather  elliptical  form,  though  bjr  no  means  regular  \  its 
greateft  length  from  £•  to  W.  b  more  than  4  £ngliih  ^\Vn^ 
and  its  greateft  breadth  from  S.  to  N.  about  3  miles.  The 
lower  part  of  it  lies  along  the  banks  of  the  river  North- 
eik,  which,  by  a  beaut  hil  curve,  divides  it  towards  the 
north  and  eaft,  from  the  pariihes  of  Marykirk  and  St  Cj« 
rus.  The  upper  part  is  pretty  high,  generally  bending 
with  a  gentle  declivity  to  the  river,  though  good  part  of  it 
likewife  has  a  fouthem  expofure.— The  foil,  chiefy  in  the 
lower  parts,  is  a  deep  clay,  yielding,  even  in  an  uncultiva* 
ted  fiate,  plenty  of  natural  grafe.  That,  in  the  higher 
grounds  is  partly  a  light  loam,  and  partly  of  a  black  moor* 
lib  caft,  with  a  clay  bottom,  fpontaneoufly  producing  in  its 
natural  ftate,  or  when  left  uncultivated,  a  fliort  heath,  inter* 
mixed  with  furze  and  broom. — The  air  b  in  general  Iharp 
and  (alubrious,  thou'^h  n  jw  and  then  rains  and  fogs  from  the 
fea,  perhaps,  in  fome  meafnre,  contribute  to  render  it  un- 
wholefome.  The  moft  prevalent  diftempers  are  fevers,  which 
fometimes  prove  highly  infeftious  and  epidemical.  This 
was  particularly  the  cafe  in  1787-8,  when,  in  little  more 
than  the  fpace  of  a  twelvemonth,  about  30  individuals 
died  of  a  malignant  fever,  which  generaily  produced  a  de- 
lirium about  the  4th  or  5th  day,  and  cut  them  off  in  left 
than  a  week  after.  Perhaps  an  officious,  though  ill-judged 
attention,  (hown  by  the  people  in  vifiting  their  fick  neigh- 
bours, tended  to  fpread  the  contagion,  which  might  be  ag- 
gravated by  the  want  of  a  due  regard  to  cleanlinefs,  and  to 
the  admiffion  of  fre(h  air.  It  was  remarked,  that  though 
feveral  young  perfons  who  were  (eized  with  that  fever  re^ 
covered,  no  one  advanced'  in  life,  or  even  above  the  age  of 
30,  experienced  a  recovery.  The  other  difeafes  moft  com- 
iDQli  are,  gravel,  rheumatifm,  and  confumptions.  The 
finall-pox  aUb  at  times  make  confiderable  ravages,  and,  no 
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doubt,  prove  *the  more  fatal,  as  the  common  people  ftill 
Aow  a  very  general  averfion  to  iooculation.  The  plague 
raged  here  in  1648* 

Sprimfs^  Rherst  &c.-— There  are  feveral  fprings,  though 
sot  of  very  great  celebrit j ;  one  of  them  is  a  ftrong  mine- 
fal,  which  b  laid  to  be  (erviceable  in  domach  difordcrs. 
Theie^  is  a  fpring-well  in  the  Old  chorch-yard  of  Logie^ 
which  was  formerly  much  reforted  to  by  people  who  had 
lores.  There  is  a  very  copious  fpring  in  Martin's  Den, 
that  would  fill  a  bore  of  4  inches  diameter,  nourifhing  great 
abundance  of  water,  with  creiTes  in  its  ftream.  And  there 
is  in  a  fieldy  near  the  fpot  where  the  old  manfe  of  Pert 
flood,  a  plentiful  fpring  of  excellent  water,  likewife  feeding 
a  great  quantity  of  water-crefles.  Both  this,  and  the  fpring 
in  Martin's  Den,  are  fuppo&d  to  be  anti-icorbutic.  There 
b  no  lake,  nor  any  river,  except  the  Northeik  already  men- 
tioned, commonly  called  the  North  Water,  dividmg  the 
counties  of  Angus  and  Meams.  Thb  river  fumilhes  a  ti- 
tle to  the  noble  fitmily  of  Northeik,  who  formerly  poflef- 
led  a  large  track  of  land  in  the  parifli  of  Pert,  and  neigh- 
bourhood, on  both  fides  of  the  river,  now  in  the  pofleflion  of 
the  Earl  of  Kintore  and  others.  Rofe  Hill,  which  gives 
title  to  the  eldeft  fon  of  the  Earl  of  Northeik,  b  an  emi- 
nence on  the  road  fide,  near  the  gate  of  IngHlmaldie,  (a 
leat  belonging  to  Lord  Halkerton,  now  Earl  of  Kintore,) 
and  a  little  to  the  northward  of  the  North  Water  Bridge  ; 
whereas  the  Southeik,  which  runs  paft  the  town  of  Brechin, 
gave  title  to  the  Earl  of  Southeik,  who  was  attainted  ia 
17 1  J. 

The  North  Water  produces  excellent  trout  ^d  lalmon  ; 
the  btter,  fbme  years  in  confiderable  quantities.  In  that 
part  of  it  which  bounds  the  parifli  of  Logic  Pert  are  caught, 
feme  jeaia  from  CmdkoM  tM  Micbaelmasy  (the  legal  term 
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of  fiihing  here,)  upwards  of  120  ftonc,  though  fome  feafbns 
often  not  half  that  quantity.  The  falmon-fiihing  in  this 
part  of  the  river  has  for  fome  time  paft,  been  much  hurt 
bj  a  dam-dike  belonging  to  a  proprietor  of  the  fiihing  be- 
low, the  height  of  which  prevents  the  falmon  from  getting 
up  the  ftream.  To  remedy  this  evil,  recourfe  has  latt  Ij 
been  had  to  a  procels  at  law.  The  falmon  here  are  chief! j 
caught  with  the  net,  though  angling  both  for  trout  and  (al- 
mon  is  likewife  frequently  praffifed.  The  falmon  are  rec- 
koned in  greateft  perfeAion  during  the  months  of  February, 
March,  and  April.  They  are  commonly  fent  for  fale  to 
the  Boil-houfe  at  Montrofe,  where,  at  an  average,  they 
bring  about  5  s.  the  fione  \  from  thence  they  are  exported 
to  the  London  market.  When  fold  on  the  fpot,  towards 
the  beginning  of  fpring,  they  frequently  fetch  6d.  a 
pound. 

Minerals^  &c. — ^There  are  here  fevcral  freeRone  quar- 
ries, the  rock  rather  foft,  and  at  .no  great  depth  from  the 
furface*  What  ilones  they  have  hitherto  produced,  have 
been  ufed  by  the  proprietors  for  their  own  private  purpo- 
fes.  But  what  particularly  deferves  notice,  is  the  limework, 
which  for  fome  years  has  been  carrying  on,  and  is  ftill  car- 
rying on  to  greater  and  greater  extei^t  in  the  diflriA  of  Pert. 
Limeftone  was  firft  difcovered  here  about  the  year  1780. 
For  fome  time  it  was  wrought  in  the  ufual  way,  but  of  late 
an  attempt  has  been  made  by  the  principal  proprietor,  and 
with  no  inconfiderable  fuccefs,  to  work  it  by  mining,  in 
the  fame  manner  as  coal  is  wrought  in  the  fouthem  parts 
of  Scotland  *,  and  a  fubterraneous  drain,  intended  to  be  a- 
bout  15  fathoms  deep,  and  400  yards  in  length,  is  now  be- 
gun to  be  cut  for  clearing  off  the  water  from  the  quarries. 
The  main  ftratum,  or  vein  of  limeftone,  extends  from  the 
Northelk  nearly  in  a  S.  W.  diredion,  through  the  whole 
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pariih  of  Pert,  and  enters  the  parifli  of  Strickathrow,  where 
it  is  likewife  wrought  to  fome  extent.  There  are  feveral 
Teins,  under  one  another,  at  different  depths  froi^  the 
fiufaoe.  One  principal  vein  is  at  the  depth  of  ahout  6 
feet,  and  nearlj  12  feet  thick.  To  ufe  thefljle  of  the 
workmen,  it  is  covered  with  a  ftrong  fcourdj  fione,  mixed 
with  lime,  and  the  pavement  or  bed  is  a  thick  bodj  of  red- 
difli  freeftone,  in  which  are  feveral  thin  feams  of  limefione. 
The  vein  now  mining,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  rather  of 
fnperior  quality  to  the  red,  is  at  the  depth  of  more  than  4c 
feet.  The  feveral  quarries  are  faid  to  have  produced  this 
year,  upwards  of  16,000  bolls  of  fliells  ;  each  boll  of  (hells 
yielding  about  3  bolls  of  lime  of  exceeding  fine  powder. 
The  Hme  is  reckoned  remarkably  good,  and  is  very  fit  ei- 
ther for  building  or  manure.  It  is  foid  by  wheat  meafiire 
at  I  s.  9  d.  per  boll  ready  money,  arid  i  s.  10  d.  credit. 
There  are  a  good  many  hands  employed  in  this  work,  efpe- 
cially  in  Ipring  and  fummer,  perhaps  from  20  to  30  or  up- 
wards. Good  hands  are  allowed  is.  2d.  a-day,  and 
when  engaged  by  the  quantity,  at  the  rate  of  6  d.  the  boll. 
About  L.  a  being  allowed  for  powder  for  1600  or  1700 
boUs.  The  limeftone  is  burned  with  what  is  called  Coom 
Coals,  (the  fame  the  blackfmiths  ufe,)  brought  from  Inver- 
keithing  and  other  parts  of  the  frith  of  Forth  to  the  port 
of  Montrofe,  and  from  thence  carried  in  carts  to  the  lime- 
work.  This  coal  is  generally  purchafed  on  the  fpot,  at^ 
3  8.  6  d.  the  boll,  the  freight  to  Montrofe,  exclufi ve  of  cu- 
ftom  dues,  is  about  i  s.  5  d ;  the  cartage  from  Montrofe  to 
the  quarries,  (about  7  miles  diftance,)  2  s.  the  boll  or  72 
flone.  In  confequence  of  the  above  advantage  of  lime, 
improvements  sire  fad  advancing  in  this  neighbourhood,  and 
the  value  of  land  is  every  year  rifing.  One  proprietor  is 
laid  to  have  let  fome  of  his  farms  at  quadruple  rent,  after 
having  fiaUowedi  limed,  drainedi  and  indofed  the  grotmd.' 

The 
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The  dtttj  <Mi  cool,  for  burning  lime  into  manare»  fidb  Tetj 
heavy,  and  the  taking  it  oC  would  not  onlj  operate  as  an 
encouragement  to  the  fiurmer,  but  might  tend  much  to 
the  improvement  of  the  country  in  generaL 

AnimatSf  Birdst  &c«-— The  animals  of  the  wild  kind  are 
chiefly  hares,  foxes,  weafels,  and  polecats.    The  birds  are^ 
crows  of  difierent  kinds,  efpeciaUy  the  rook,  the  raven^ 
and  the  carion  crow ;    partridges,    blackbirds,    herons, 
thruflies,  iky  and  wood-larks;  magpies,  robins,  wrens, 
linnets,  goldfinches,  bulfinches,  wood-pigeons,  hawks  of 
different  fpecies.    Gulls  are  found  to  flock  hither  before  a 
fiorm  from  the  fea,  and  we  have  prodigious  floeks  of  fpar« 
rows,  which  are  peculiarly  deftrudtive  to  early  grain*. 
There  b  likewife  found  here  in  gardens,  about  die  fruit 
feafon,  a  bird  calle^by  fome  the  ooial,  faid  to  be  but  a  re* 
cent  vifitor  in  this  part  of  the  country,  pretty  much  refem- 
bling  the  blackbird,  only  of  a  lighter  dun  colour.  It  devours 
finall  fruit  very  voracioufly.    We  have  three  fpecies  of 
the  fwallow.    Our  migratory  birds  are  the  cuckoo  and 
f wallow,  which  laft  makes  its  appearance  in  May,  and  dif^ 
appears  about  the  end  of  Odober.    The  moor  of  Pert  tar^ 
niihes  the  lapwing,  appearing  in  March,  and  diiappearing 
about  the  end  of  harveft.    In  that  moor  alfo  are  plovers, 
wild  ducks  of  diflferent  fpecies,  ihipes,  and  wild  geefe, 
which,  though  they  do  not  neft  here,  lodge  in  the  moor, 
fometimes  in  hundreds  during  the  night.    The  pariih  alfo 
breeds  a  confiderable  number  of  black  cattle  of  a  middling 
fize* 

Po/dbfion— According  to  the  return  made  to  DrWeb* 
fter,  the  numbers  were  then  696.  There  can  be  no  do- 
cument found  for  alcertabing  with  precifion  the  ftate  of  the 
population  here  at  a  very  early  period.  It  appears  from  the 

Ibflioii 


of  Logie  and  Pert.  59 

fsEEoo  regiRer,  that  between  the  yean  1720  and  1730,  the 
number  of  births  each  year,  at  an  average,  was  from  ao  to 
24,  the  number  of  marriages  from  4  to  7,  and  the  number 
of  deaths  from  xa  to  x6 ;  from  which  it  (hould  (eem,  that 
die  population  then  was  nearly  as  great  as  at  prefent. 
There  are  two  circumftances  which  have  tended  much  to 
dimini(h  the  popubtion  here^  as  well  as  in  feveral  places 
of  this  neighbourhood^  the  monopoly  of  farms,  and  the  dif- 
ferent mode  of  farming  which  has  of  late  years  been  adopt* 
ed*  There  are  in  this  pariib  fundry  inltanoes  of  two  or 
more  farms  having  been  joined  into  one,  which  mufl  occa- 
fion  a  diminution  of  tenants ;  and  as  feveral  of  the  farmers 
now  make  ufe  of  hired  fenrants  in  place  of  cottagers,  and 
plough  with  one  man  and  two  hories,  in  place  of  two  men 
and  four  horfes  formerly  ufed ;  this,  likewife,  though  no 
doubt  a  more  oeconomical  fcheme,  is  1  ^favourable  to  po- 
pulation, and  tends  to  the  decreafe  of  numbers.  Owing  to 
diefe  caufes,  the  number  of  individuals  would  be  reduced 
below  what  it  formerly  was,  were  it  not  for  two  other  can* 
lies,  proving  more  than  an  overbalance,  the  limeworks  al- 
ready mentioned,  and  fome  bleachfields,  ^c*  in  the  diftriA 
of  Logie,  which  afford  employment  to  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  hands.  The  amount  of  the  population  in  the  month 
of  February  this  year  (1791)  was  about  999  individuals, 
of  whom  469  were  males,  530  females.  None  refide  in 
towns,  one  fiBunily  excepted,  who  generally  refide  for  fome 
months  during  the  winter  feafon  in  Montrofe.  There  is 
likewilic  a  lady  with  her  maid-fervant,  not  included  in  the 
above  amount,  who  refide  during  the  fummer  in  the  old 
maniie  of  Logic.  There  are  only  two  places  in  the  pariiht 
which,  with  any  fort  of  propriety,  cto  be  called  villages, 
9m.  North  Water  Bridge,  and  Mains  of  Craigo,  the  one 
containing  only  about  70  individuals,  and  the  other  about 
6o«    The  annual  average  oi^  births  for  7  yciHV  M  pa^ 
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haabeen  nearly  24;  of  deaths  between  zi  and  Z2;  of 
marriages  more  than  5.  Of  the  999,  there  we^e  under 
the  age  of  10,  -  -  .  230 

JFrom  10  to  ao,  -  -  •  aoa 

From  20  to  50,  -  -  -  377 

From  50  to  70,  -  -  -  163 

From  70  to  100,  -  -  -  27 

Of  thefe  about  6  or  7  are  80  and  upwards,  none  of  them^ 
however,  have  arrived  at  90.— The  number  of  farmers  ha- 
ving families,  and  who  earn  a  livelihood  bj  farming,  is  a- 
bout  36.  Of  thefe  about  5  or  6  pay  from  L.  100  to  L.200 
Sterling  of  yearly  rent  \  the  fecond  clais  from  L.  20  to  L.  50 
or  more ;  and  the  third  clals  from  L.  5  or  L.  6  to  L.  20. 
Beiides  thefe,  there  are  feveral  who  occupy  fmall  tacks, 
which  they  hold  chiefly  of  landed  proprietors  ;  but  which, 
being  infufficient^u-  their  fubfiAence,  they  have  recourfe 
at  times  to  hiring  lor  manual  labour,  or  exercife  fome  trade, 
fuch  as  weaving,  ^c.  In  this  pariih,  beiides  the  bleachers 
and  millers  afterwards  to  be  mentioned,  and  thofe  employ- 
ed under  them,  there  are  5  fmiths,  2  coopers,  9  wrights,  4 
mafons,  10  weavers,  7  tailors,  4  fhoemakers,  i  butcher,  x 
dyer,  4  merchants  or  ihopkeepers,  2  flax-drefTers,  and  about 
20  apprentices  and  journeymen  in  whole  under  thefe.  A  few 
hands  are  occafionally  employed  in  falmon-fifliing,  one  fer- 
ryman at  the  boat  of  Craigo,  feveral  miners  employed  at  the 
limeworks,  a  few  houfehold  fervants,  above  80  labouring  fer^i 
vants,  male  and  female,  and  2  fiudents.  More  than  one  third 
is  fuppoled  iv.  have  been  born  in  other  parifhes  or  dillrifb  of 
Scotland.  There  is  no  nobility  refident  in  the  pariih  \  of  gen« 
tlemen  heiitors  2  reiide,  3  are  non-refident.  There  is  one 
furgeon,  who  was  in  the  n  vy.— All  our  people  are  of  the 
\  Eilabliflied  Church,  except  2  or  3  Seceders,  8  or  10  Epif- 
copalians,  and  about  half  a  dozen  cf  perfons,  who  call  then;i- 
iielves  fiereans  j  no  Roman  Catholics.— *The  annual  births 
3  a'c 
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are  to  the  whole  popalation^  neauij  in  the  proportion  of  x  to 
43.  Suppofing  both  parties  pariihioners,  the  proportion  be- 
tween the  annusd  marriages  and  the  whole  population  would 
be  nearly  «s  i  to  9^  ;  but  as  it  frequently  happens,^  that  fome 
one  of  the  parties  married  belongs  to  a  different  parifh» 
thb  muft  vary  the  proportion  accordingly,  and  make  it 
confiderably  leis.  The  annual  deaths  to  the  whole  popu« 
lation^  may  be,  on  an  average,  as  i  to  86  or  90.  The  num- 
ber of  married  men  having  houfes  is  about  160 ;  the  num- 
ber of  bachelors  having  ditto,  14,  and  widowers  having 
ditto,  lo.  Each  marriage*  at  an  average,  produces  betweea 
4  and  5  children.  None  were  ever  known  here  to  have  died 
ix  want.  The  people  in  general  being  fober  and  indu-i 
ftrious,  fuch  crimes  as  murder  and  robbery  are  unknown. 
One  or  two  ibme  years  ago  emigrated  to  America,  though 
from  no  neceflity,  or  want  of  good  employment  at  home*. 
None  have  been  .baniihed  from  the  pariih  as  far  back  as  ean 
be  remembered.  A  few  cottages  have  been  fuffered  to  fall» 
but  others  in  general  have  been  built  in  lieu  of  them. 
The  number  of  inhabited  houfes  is  about  224,  and  the 
number  of  perfons  at  an  average  to  each  inhabited  houfe, 
is  between  4  and  5. 

McmufaBures^  &c.f— The  following  are  the  principal : 
Two  mailer  bleachers  refiding  with  their  families,  one  at 
the  bleacbfield  of  Logie,  the  other  at  the  bleachfield  of 
Craigo.  At  Logie  bleachfield,  belonging  to  a  company  in 
Montrofe,  who  have  the  field  in  tack  from  the  proprietor 
of  Craigo,  there  is  a  complete  apparatus  for  bleaching  of 
thread,  and  the  quantity  bleached  here  annually  is  from 
60,000  to  70,000  fpindles,  which  is  almoft  wholly  diipofed 
of  at  the  London  market.  This  work,  which  was  fct  a-go- 
ing about  30  years  fince,  but  which  ha^  of  late  been  on  the 
iacrea£e,  affords  employment  each  £eafon  to  about  40  hands. 
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ibtiiv  women,  and  boys.  Finding  their  own  yidDab,  thej 
receive  of  wages  from  3  s.  to  5  a.  a-week*  according  to 
their  age  and  expertneis  at  the  bufinefs.-*-Craigo  bleachfield». 
which  is  likei^rife  rented  from  the  proprietor  of  Cndgo  hj 
a  gentkman  in  Montrofe,  iB  at  prefent  fubfet  to  a  bleacher. 
It  was  formerly  nfed  for  bleaching  of  thread,  but  is  now 
chiefly  employed  for  whitening  cloth.  It  affords  work  da- 
ring the  proper  feafon  to  6  or  7  hands,  at  abont  8d.  a- 
day.  Both  fields  lie  on  the  banks  of  the  Northeik,  within 
half  a  mile  of  one  another.  The  rent  is  extremely  mode- 
rate, only  a  good  deal  has  been  laid  out  on  proper  hoofes, 
machinery,  \Jc.  At  the  mill  of  Craigo,  befides  the  mill  fpr 
grinding  meal,  there  is  a  mill  for  cleaning  yam  for  the 
duck  manutafture,  and  brown  iheeting ;  it  likewife  con* 
tains  an  ajpparatus  for  beating  coarfe  thread,  and  fumiflies 
pretty  conftant  work  for  3  hands,  each  of  whom  may  earn 
at  the  rate  of  lod.  a  day'  Here  alfo  is  a  flax  mill,  employ- 
ed in  breaking  and  fcutching  flax,  after  a  much  improved 
method,  at  the  rate  of  at  leaft  1500  flones  avoirdupoife 
yearly.  This  mill  gives  conftant  employment  to  about  8 
bands,  each  earning  from  7  s.  6  d.  to  9  s.  a-week.  The 
flax  wrought  here  is  all  for  home  ccmfumption.  Near  the 
above  is  a  waukmill  and  dyehoofe.  At  the  mill  of  Logic, 
befides  a  meal  and  bartey  mill,  there  is  hard  by  the  river 
fide  a  fnaff  mill,  held  in  feu  from  Craigo  by  a  merchant  in 
Montrofe.  Between  36  and  40  years  ago ,  when  this  mill 
was  firft  ereded,  and  when  importation  of  tobacco  was  al- 
lowed at  the  port  of  Montrofe,  there  were  annually  manu- 
£sidurcd  here,  and  fold  at  about  x  s.  the  lb.  for  exportation, 
near  40,000  lb.  fnuff.  Since  the  importation  of  tobacco  at 
Montrofe  was  prohibited,  this  lAanufafture  has  confiderably 
declined.  Tobacco  for  this  mill  is  now  conveyed  coaft- 
wife  by  the  Canal  from  Glafgow.  There  is  now  only  one 
perfon  employed  here,*  and  about  5000  lb.  of  friuff  annual* 
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I7  manofiifhired  and  fold  for  home  confumptioHy  at  the 
rate  ot  2  s.  4  d.  the  pound.  There  is  likewife  here  a  mill, 
with  10  beaters  for  beating  thread.  In  the  united  pariih 
are  3  meal  milk,  employing  a  miller,  befides  ailiftants. 
The  whole  parifh  of  Pert  is  under  thirlage  to  the  mill  of 
Pert,  fome  paying  tV>  ^^^  others  tV  multure,  befides 
knaveihip,  Vr.  The  whole  land  of  Craigo  is  under  thir- 
lage to  the  mill  of  Craigo  at  ^'j,  befides  knavefhipy  iSc. 
There  is  no  thirlage  at  the  mill  of  Logie.  1  his  thirlage, 
which  ia  a  fort  of  old  feudal  tenure,  by  which  tenants  and 
others  are  bound  at  a  certain  fi^ed  rate,  to  have  their  corns 
groond  at  certain  mills,  is  generally  confidered  as  a  grie- 
vance, and  is  at  fome  mills  a  prelude  to  very  indifferent 
ufage. 

Agricuburtf  Sec— ^me  woodlands  on  the  eftate  of 
Craigo  are  found  to  produce  a  confiderable  variety  of  mois, 
no  fewer  than  14  or  15  different  fpecies,  fome  of  which 
have  been  tranfinitted  for  the  infpe£bion  of  the  Royal  So- 
ciety at  London.  Some  of  the  old  woods  are  Scots  fir,  others 
a  mixtore  of  hard  wood,  fuch  as  aih,  elm,  oak,  birch,  ficc. 
The  young  plantations  on  th^e  different  efiates  in  the  parifh 
confift  partly  of  Scots  fir,  and  partly  of  larix,  fpruce, 
plane,  elm,  beech,  afli,  birch,  in  fliort,  an  intermixture 
of  all  kinds,  commonly  raifed  in  nurferies.— About  450 
acres  have  been  planted  here  within  thefe  10  or  15  years 
paft;  and  of  thefe  about  270  acres  were  inclofed,  and 
nearly  planted  out  the  2  kft  years«— According  to  the 
beft  computation,  there  are  from  180  to  190  horfes 
in  the  pari0i,  young  and  old;  about  740  black  cattle, 
exdufive  of  calves,  about  200  of  which  are  annually  brought 
up.  There  was  formerly  a  great  number  of  fheep  in  this 
partfli  \  but  fince  the  inclofing  of  fields  and  fowing  of  arti* 
fidai  grafi  took  place,  the  breeding  of  iheep  has  in  a  great 
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meafure  been  given  up ;  fo  that  there  is  fcarcely  now  loo 
iheep  in  the  whole  parifh,  and  thefe  are  chiefl j  kept  for 
the  ufe  of  the  table.  The  pariflx  can  afford  itfelf  a  very 
tolerable  fapplj  of  various  kinds  of  provifions.  It  does  not 
export  anyconiiderable  quantity;  but  finds  in  general  a  rea- 
dy market  for  grain  of  different  kinds  at  Brechin  and  M on- 
trofe,  where  it  is  bought  partly  for  the  ufe  of  the  inha- 
bitants, and  partly  by  commiflion  for  exportation  to  other 
places.  Both  at  Brechin  and  Montrofe,  but  efpecially  the 
latter,  a  good  deal  of  bear  and  barley  is  fold  for  malting. 
Till  of  late  years  very  little  ground  was  fown  in  artificial 
graffes.  It  is  faid  the  firft  ever  known  in  the  pariih  was  a- 
bout  the  year  1746  or  1747,  when  a  perfon  in  the  pariih 
of  Pert  having  fown  a  ridge  with  clover,  got  a  public  pro- 
clamation made  for  people  to  keep  off  their  flieep  and  cat- 
tle from  it,  which  brought  many  to  fee  it  as  a  matter  of 
curiofity.  Oats  are  generally  fown  about  the  end  of 
March,  and  begin  to  be  reaped  about  the  ift  of  September, 
and  fometimes  later.  Barley  is  fown  about  the  middle  of 
April,  bear  later  ;  and  both  are  commonly  reaped  rather 
earlier  than  oats.  Peafe  are  fown  and  reaped  much  about 
the  &ime  time  with  oats.  Wheat  is  fown  here  in  Septem- 
ber and  0£tober,  and  reaped  about  the  fame  time  with 
barley.  The  ripening  of  the  diiFerent  corn  crops  is  rather 
retarded  by  the  liming  now  fo  much  in  ufe.  Flax  is  fown 
about  the  end  of  March,  and  reaped  the  ift  of  Au- 
guft.  Turnips  are  fown  about  the  middle  of  June  ;  grafs 
feeds  according  to  the  different  crops  with  which  they  are 
fown  out ;  and  hay  is  ufually  cut  in  July.  The  grois  a.- 
mount  of  the  pariih  in  Scots  acres,  with  the  different  ways 
in  which  theie  at  an  average  are  employed,  are  as  follow  : 

Grois 
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Grofi  amount,  exclufive  of  farm-fteadings,  (that  is,  farm* 
houfes  and  their  offices),  roads,  gardens,  &c.  3860  acres. 

Acres* 
Annually  employed  in  oats,  -  -  740 

■  in  barley  and  common  bear,     -     420 

—-----———  in  peafe,  -  -  144 

—————  in  ^heat,  -  -  70 

.  in  flax,  -  -  46 

in  fallow,  turnips  and  potatoes,      160 

■  in  hay  for  cuttbg,  -  270 

.  in  pafture,  including  waftes,     -     890 

■  in  moor  uncultirated,  -  350 

■  in  woodlands,  -  -  770 

3860 

The  valued  rent  is  L.  3816 :  9  .-4  Scots.  The  real  rent, 
including  the  value  of  what  the  feveral  proprietors  hold  in 
their  own  pofieffion,  furplus  rents,  rents  of  mills,  bleach- 
fields.  Sec.  lime  works  not  included,  may  be  from  L.  1800 
to  L.  1900  Sterling.  The  number  of  ploughs  is  about  55  ; 
of  carts  64.  Several  of  the  ploughs  are  of  the  old  Scotch 
kind,  others  of  a  lighter  conflruAipn.  The  befl  arable 
land  in  the  parifli  lets  at  about  a  guinea  an  acre  ;  that  of  an 
inferior  quality  at  about  10  s.  or  15  s.  The  number  of 
farms  is  rather  diminiihing,  owing  to  junction  or  monopo- 
ly. Mod  of  the  pariOi  of  Pert,  and  a  good  part  of  Logie, 
is  indofed,  partly  with  hawthorn,  and  partly  with  furze 
hedges  on  funk  fences.  No  doubt  hedges  are  a  great  bene- 
fit in  point  of  ihelter,  as  well  as  ornament.  They  are 
only  found  inconvenient  in  a  wet  harveft  and  low  fituation. 
The  hawthorn  likewife  harbours  prodigious  flocks  of  fpar- 
lows,  which  devour  conliderable  quantities  of  grain.  Per* 
haps  ftone  fences,  built  ptetty  high,  might  in  fome  refpeds 

be 
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be  preferable^  as  iheep  could  be  more  commodioufly  kept 
within  thefe  \  and  furelj  it  is  a  circumftance  much  to  be 
wiflbedy  that  the  breed  of  (heep  were  more  encouraged  here 
than  it  now  is.  Manj  of  the.  people  in  the  pariih  have 
(till  an  unreafonable  averfion  to  inclofing,  notwithftanding 
its  manj  obvious  advantages. 

Advantages  and  Difadvantages.^-lt  is  an  advantage,  that 
the  centre  of  the  united  parifhes,  Ijing  at  nearly  an  equal 
diftance  from  the  market  towns  of  Montrofe  and  Brechin, 
about  4  or  5  meafured  miles  from  either,  there  b  found 
a  ready  fale  for  grain,  poultry,  butter,  cheefe,  eggs,  &c. 
But  then  there  b  a  diladvantage  refulting  to  thofe  of  the 
pariih  who  have  fuch  articles  to  buy  ;  becaufe  on  account  of 
the  demand  at  thefe  towns,  enhanced  of  late  by  a  number 
of  monied  men,  who  have  fettled  in  thefe  places  and  neigh- 
bourhood, there  b  no  article  of  proviiion  can  be  purchafed 
within  the  pariih,  but  at  a  very  dear  rate,  and  even  higher 
«than  in  the  above  market  town?.  There  is  likewife  a  tem- 
porary diladvantage,  which  thofe  efpedally  of  the  poorer  dais 
are  beginning  to  feel :  The  coal  has  here,  for  a  confidera- 
ble  time,  been  the  principal  article  of  fuel,  yet  thecammoo 
people  have  in  a  good  meafure  likevrife  depended  partly  on 
furze  and  broom,  and  partly  on  turf  and  peat.  The  furze  and 
broom  begin  to  fail,  as  moft  of  the  wailes,  from  whence 
thefe  were  procured,  are  either  indofing  or  converting 
into  corn  ground.  The  article  of  turf  becomes  ilill  fcarcer, 
as  the  moors  from  which  that  was  got,  are  now  for  the 
mofi  part  indofed  and  planted,  and  the  low  country  mofle^ 
which  furniflied  peat,  become  every  day  more  and  mor^ 
ezhaufted,  fo  that  in  a  few  years  a  total  failure  of  them 
SMty  be  apprehended;  and  as  to  peats  from  the  bills,  tb^ 
diibnce  from  hence,  which  is  zo  or  xa  miles,  part  of  it 
very  ileep  and  difagreeable  road,  renders  it  extremely  diffi- 
cult. 


of  Logie  and  Pert.  47 

msSXf  as  wen  as  expenfive,  to  procure  them ;  fo  that  the  pa* 
riikioners  here,  in  a  Oiort  time*  will  be  chiefly  confined  to 
two  articles,  wood  and  coals.  Burn-wood  at  prefent  is 
by  no  means  plentiful ;  and  though  there  be  a  good  many 
fifing  plantations  in  the  pariib,  yet  thefe  mofily  confift  of 
bard  wood  ;  and,  at  any  rate,  feveral  years  muft  elapfe  be« 
£ire  they  can  prove  ferviceable  in  the  way  of  fuel.  On  this 
account,  there  will  be  at  leaft  a  temporary  necefiity  of  a* 
£ng  a  greater  quantity  of  coal,  which  will  fall  very  heavy 
00  the  poorer  fort,  by  reafon  of  the  additional  tax  on  that 
article,  all  to  the  north  of  the  Red  Head,  a  promontory 
near  Arbroath.  It  is  hoped  the  Legiflature  will  be  in- 
duced to  abolifh  this  very  partial  and  unreafonable  tax. 
Under  this  article,  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  the 
bleachfields,  lime  quarricfl,  &c.  in  the  pariih  are  a  very  con- 
fiderable  local  advantage,  as  they  furnifh  employment,  efpe- 
cially  during  the  fpring  and  fummer  fieafons,  to  near  80  in- 
dividuals; befides,  the  fmaller  tenants,  and  others  who  have 
horfes,  earn  no  inconfiderable  profit*  by  carting  coals  to 
the  li>ue-works  i  om  Montrofe. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor. — ^The  value  of  the  living,  including 
the  glebe,  is  one  year  with  another  about  L.  80  Sterling. 
The  patrons  are  the  Crown,  and  the  New  College  of  St 
Andrew's  per  vices.  The  fchoolmafter's  falary,  including 
fchool-fees,  and  other  perquifites,  is  better  than  L.  20  Ster- 
ling a-year,  befides  a  free  houfe^  and  garden*  He  has  in 
the  winter  feafon  from  40  to  50  fcholars,  and  in  fummer 
from  30  to  40.  EGs  terms  for  Latin  and  arithmetic  are 
3s.  6d.  the  quarter;  writing  is. ;  reading  Englifii  is.  6  d. 
The  number  of  poor  in  the  pariib  at  prefent  receiving  alms, 
is  about  25.  The  annual  amount  for  their  relief,  may  be, 
cme  year  with  another,  about  L.  40  Sterling. 

Prices  of  Pfjpvifions^  IdAour^  fitc.— All  kinds  of  butcher 
Wi»  fell  nearly  at  4.  d.  the  lb.  except  pork,  which  is  about 
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3Td. ;  eggs»  4d.the  dozen  ;  fowls,  from  is.  8d.  to  2  8^ 
thef  pair,  according  to  the  feafon  ;  chickens,  7  d.  the  pair ; 
ducks,  18.   4  d.  ditto ;  butter,  at  an  average  through  the 
jear,  may  be  reckoned  at  %\d.  the  lb. ;  whereas,  about  30 
or  40  years  ago,  beef  or  mutton  could  have  been   bought 
here  at  i^d.  the  lb. ;  a  pair  of  good  chickens,  at  2  d.  a  do* 
zen  ;  eggs,  at  id.;  butter,  at  4 d.  the  lb.  and  other  articles 
in  proportion.-*— The  wages  of  an  ordinary  labourer  are  about 
8  d.  aday  in  winter,  and  10  d.   in  fiimmer,  finding  his  own 
provifiolis;  of  a  mafbn,  about  i  s.  8  d. ;  of  a  wright,  about 
X  $•  4  d. ;   of  a  tailor,  i  s.  if  he  finds  his  own  viduals,  and 
6  d.  if  vi&nals  are  afforded  him.     The  mafons  and  wrights 
mod  freqoently  work  by  the  piece. — Coal,   Scotch   aod 
Englifb,  is  the  chief  article  of  fiiel  here,  though  peat,  turf, 
furze,  broom,  and  wood,  are  likewife  occafionally  ufed. 
The  Scotch  coal  is  at  prefect  about  8  s.  the  boll  at  the 
port  of  Montrofe,  the  boll  weighing  70  fione,  cartage  from 
thence  about  i  s.  6d.  or  2B.  the  boll,  according  to  the  di- 
ftanoe.     The  Engliih  coal,  which  is  likewife  much  ufed,  is 
about  I  s.  6  d.  the  barrel^  fix  barrels  being  fuppofed  rather 
better  than  a  boll  of  Scotch.     Peat  from  the  mofies  in  Fet- 
tercaim  pariih,  about  6  miles  diilant,  is  bought  on  the  fpot 
out  of  Hacks  at  i  s.  the  foot,  the  cartage  about  i  s»  6  d.  the 
cart  load.     The  cart  load  of  broom  or  furze,  colls  from  i  s. 
to    I  s.  6  d. ;  turf  can  fcarcely  be  got  at  any  price  \   dead 
wood  is  fold  here  at  about  half  value.    With  regard  to  the 
expence  of  a  common  labourer  when  married,  if  he  have  a 
femily  confiding  of  three  or  four  children,  it  cannot  be  lels 
thanL.  12  or  L.  13   Sterling  a-year  ;  yet  if  he  and  his 
wife  be  frugal  and  induftrious,  they  may  make   a  fhift  to 
cam  a  tolerable  livelihood,  efpecially,  if  they  have  a  kail 
yard,  and  maintenance  for  a  cow,  as  is  pretty  generally  the 
cafe  here.     The  man  may  gain  at  the  rate  of  8  d.  or  9  d.  a 
day,  the  wife,  by  fpinning^  may  earn  8  d.  or  i  s.  a-weck, 
3  ^^^^ 
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'eTCQ  when  occafionallj  engaged  in  nurfing;  and  the  children, 
when  7  or  8  jears  of  age,  begin  to  be  hired  out  as  herds. 
Though  the  food  of  the  labourer  be  but  coarfe,  jet  he  has 
plentj  of  meal,  potatoes,  and  milk,  and  his  bed  is  generally 
good.  Pottage,  brofe,  and  flummery,  are  the  peafants  three 
ordinary  meals.  The  wages  of  men  fervants  in  hufbandry 
throughout  this  parilh  and  neighbourhood,  are  from  L  6  to 
L.  7  Sterling  a-year,  and  they  are  commonly  engaged  half 
yearly.  The  wages  of  women  fervants,  who  are  Lkewife 
engaged  by  the  half  year,  are  about  L.  3  a-year,  together 
with  what  is  called  bounties,  confiding  ufually  of  an  apron 
and  a  yard  of  coarfe  linen,  value  in  all  aboCit  3  s.  The  bar- 
▼eft  wages  of  men  reapers  are,  now  for  good  hands  about 
L.I,  5  s.  and  women  ditto  about  16  s.  8  d.  befides  viAuala. 
When  engaged  by  the  day,  men  get  about  i  s.  womei^, 
8  d.  and  their  viduals. 

Stature f  Manners,  Drefs^  &c— The  people  are  ordinari- 
ly of  a  middling  ftature,  the  men  being  from  3  feet  5  inch- 
es high,  to  5  feet  10,  and  the  women  from  5  feet  2  or  3 
inches,  to  5  feet  7,  though  there  are  feveral  of  the  men  6 
feet,  and  of  the  women  5  feet  9  or  10.  There  are  inlUn- 
ces  of  fome  indiviauals  having  reached  the  height  of  6  feet 
3  or  4  inches. — The -people  in  general  are  difpoied  to  indu- 
ftry,  and  feem  fond  of  agriculture.  There  are  no  manu- 
-fiiftures  carried  on  in  the;  parifh,  excepting  the  limeworks, 
bleaching,  &c.  already  mentioned,  only  the  women  find 
excellent  employment  in  fpinning  faftory  yarn,  given  out 
by  the  ihopkcepers  in  the  pariih,  for  which  at  prefent 
they  get  at  the  rate  of  i  s.  and  even  15  d.  the  fpindle.  The 
people  do  not  feem  to  poflefs  any  fondnefs  either  for  a  fea« 
iaring  or  military  life ;  the  former,  however,  they  look 
iipon  to  be  rather  more  reputable  than  the  latter,  which, 
^«Q  account  of  its  fuppofed  conne^oa  wtfh  profligacy  and 
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irreligion,   they  regard  in  a  degrading  point  of  light,  and 
when  the  fen  of  feher  and  difcreet  parents  inlifls  to   be  a 
foldier,  they  give  him  up  in  a  manner  for  lofl.     Though 
the  parifhioners  here  in   general  cannot  be   charged  with 
want  of  QBconomy,  or  with  being  more  expenfive  or  luxu* 
rious  than  their  neighbours,  yet  it  mud  be  acknowledged^ 
that  their  mode  of  living  now   is  widely   different  from 
what  it  was  30  or  40  years  ago.     About  chat  time,  except- 
ing in  the  houfes  of  perfons  of  property  or   in    a  genteel 
ila.ion,  lea  was  unknown  \  but  now  there  is  fcarcely  a  houfe 
in  the  pariili,  excepting  thofe  in  indigent  circumilances,  in 
which  tea  is  not  ufed  at  leait  once  a- week,  and  by  many  of 
the  farmers  twice  aday*     Formerly  butcher  meat  was  fel- 
doin  or  never  ufed  by  the  lower  or  middling  ranks,  except 
dbout  Chriilmas^  but  now  ic  i;>  no  unfrequent  article  at  any 
feafon  of  the  year.     Next  to  oat  and  bear  meal,  potatoes, 
which  begin  to  be  much  cultivated,  conftitute  the  principal 
food  of  the  poorer   clafs. — -The  mode   of  drefs  likewife, 
within    thefe  20   or  3    years  pad,   has   undergone   a  very- 
con  fiderable  alteration      Formerly  the  women  of  inferior 
ftationb  appeared  at  church  on  Sundays  in  bed  blankets,  or 
tartan  piaids;   but  now  they  wear  fcarle^  plaids,  or  dufSe 
clo  »ks  and  bonnets  ;  and  maid-fervants  are  fometimes  as  well 
drefled  as  their  miftrefTes.     Formerly  farmers  and  refpefta- 
ble  tradefmcn  were  contented  with    the  blue  bonnet,   and 
with  fay  for  iheir  beft  clothes,  while  hiremen  and  appren- 
tices wore  coarfe  grey,  or  white  woollen  cloth,  home  made; 
but  now,  not  only   farmers   and    mafter   tradefmen,    but 
farmers  fervants,  apprentices,  and  cottagers,  frequently  ap- 
pear at  kirk  and  market  in  hats  and  Englifti  broad  cloth. 
Formerly  clocks  and  watches  were  not  ufed   in  the  pai  ifh, 
fBXcepting»  perhaps,  by  the  laird  or  minifier ;  but  now,  in 
genrral,  every  faruier  has  hb  eight-day  clock,  and  almoft 
every  fervant  has  bis  watch/— -With  regard  to  the  ftyle  in 
I  which 
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iil^hich  the  gentry  in  this  parifh  live,  it  can  fcarcely  be  rec* 
koned  more  fplendid  and  fumptuous  than  it  was  20  or  30 
years  ago,  though,  generally  fpeaking,  there  is  an  increafe 
both  of  Iplendour  and  luxury  in  many  places  of  the  neigh* 
bourhood,  occafioned  chiefly  by  the  influx  of  wealth  from 
the  £aa  and  Weft  Indies. 

Antiquities. — ^There  are  in  the  pariih  or  diftrift  of  Lo- 
gie, at  nearly  a  mile  to  the  weft  of  the  manfion-houfc  of 
Craigo,  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  public  road,  lead- 
ing from  the  Old  North  Water  Bridge  to  Montrofe, 
three  remarkable  tumuli,  called  the  three  Laws  of  Logiei 
and  not  far  from  thence,  on  :he  border  of  the  pariih  of 
Montrofe^  a  fourth  tumulus,  called  Leighton's  Law.  Of 
the  three  Laws  of  Logie,  v^o  have  been  opened,  in  dig-  . 
ging  fand  or  gravel  for  the  roads.  In  one  of  thefe,  fonie 
years  ago,  was  found  a  ftone  coffin ;  not  any  ways  cut  or 
wrought,  but  contifting  of  fcparate  pieces  in  a  natural  ftate, 
fomething  refembling  grey  flate  ftones.  Within  it  was  a 
human  fkeleton,  having  the  bones  of  an  extraordinary  iize, 
moftly  entire  and  of  a  deep  yellow  colour,  but  when  touch- 
ed, exceedingly  brittle.  The  fecond  Law  was  found  to 
contain  four  human  ikele^ons,  depofited  only  at  about  a  foot 
depth  from  the  furface,  likewife  confifting  of  exceedingly 
large  bones  ;  and  at  a  very  little  diftance  from  thefe  was 
found  a  beautiful  rin^,  fuppofed  to  be  of  ebony,  as  black  as 
jet,  of  a  fine  polifti,  and  in  perfed  prefervation.  This  ring, 
which  the  minifter  of  the  pariih  has  in  his  cuftody,  is  of  a 
circular  form,  flat  in  the  infide,  and  rounded  without ;  iti 
circumference  is  about  12  inches,  and  diameter  4.  The 
thii:kne{s  of  its  rim  in  the  middle  is  more  than  half  an  inch, 
And  its  greateft  breadth  about  an  inch  and  a  half,  which  di- 
ninifhes  in  a  gradual  proportion  till  it  is  only  abdnt  ^  of 
«a  inch.    It  lets  in  an  ordinary  hand,  would  fit  a  pretty 

large 
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large  wrift  or  arm,  and  perhaps  may  have  been  worn  aasP 
bracelet  by  fome  perfon  of  didindion.  In  the  fame  tumu-% 
lu8,  at  about  4  feet  from  the  furface,  was  found  an  urn  fiill 
of  aihes,  fomething  in  the  ihape  of  a  common  bottle  with- 
out a  bottom,  lying  horizontally,  with  the  neck  end  clofe^ 
and  of  a  fnbftance  refembling  a  crucible.  There  were  like« 
wife  difcovered  in  the  fame  place  feveral  cavities,  near  6 
feet  from  the  furface.  The  third  and  largeft  of  the  three 
Laws,  which  has  not  yet  been  broken  up,  contains  a  fpace 
equal  to  the  ^  of  an  acre,  nearly  circular,  with  a  fort  of 
foiTe  round  it,  filled  up  wiib  round  fiones,  intermingled 
with  pieces  of  glaik.  There  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  thefe 
Laws,  if  duly  examined,  would  be  found  to  contain  many 
more  bones,  urns,  &c« :  but  there  is  no  tradition  concern- 
ing them,  by  which  it  can  be  afcertained  whether  they 
have  been  railed  by  the  Danes  or  Romans,  or  ancient  Cale* 
donians.  Mention  is  made  by  Buchanan  in  his  hiftory  of 
Scotland,  to  which  Crordon  alludes  in  his  Itenerarium  Sep- 
tentrionale,  that  about  loco  years  ago,  a  little  before  the 
celebrated  battle  of  Luncarty,  in  the  reign  of  Swino,  a  par- 
ty of  Danes  landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  £fk,  and  fought  in 
that  neighbourhood  feveral  ikirmiflies  with  the  Scots  ;  and 
it  is  not  improbable  but  thefe  Laws  or  mounds  might  have 
then  been  raifed,  in  burning  or  burying  the  flain.  Or,  as^ 
Law  is  a  word  of  Saxon  origin,  perhaps  thefe  tumuli  might 
have  been  begun  by  the  Saxons,  who,  at  a  very  early  pe- 
riod, are  faid  to  have  made  incuriions  all  along  the  coaft  of 
this  ifland.  The  three  Laws,  with  the  adjacent  ground,, 
have  been  lately  inclofed  and  planted  by  the  proprietor  of 
Craigo. — Eaft  from  the  above  Laws,  in  a  ftniight  line,  and 
within  a  plantation  of  Craigo's,  are  three  large  fiones  fet  up 
on  end,  with  two  others  very  near  them,  in  a  fimilar  pofi- 
tion  \  and  to  the  eaft  of  all  are  the  remains  of  a  circular 
Ibrt  of  buildingi  about  16  yards  in  diameter.    The  ground 
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im  htdy  trenched^  but  no  mark  of  human  bones  difco- 
vered.  This  is  conjeAured  to  have  been  a  drudical  tem- 
ple. 

Roadtf  Bridges^  &c. — ^Therc  are  two,  or  rather  three  pu- 
blic roads,  leading  through  the  united  pariih.  Befides  thefe, 
arc  fundry  private  or  bj-roads.  Till  a  year  or  two 
ago,  the  roads  in  the  pariih  were  made  and  kept  in  repair 
by  ftatute  labour ;  but  by  a  late  ad  of  Parliament,  the  fta- 
tute  labour  in  this  county  was  converted  into  money.  By 
the  a£l,  the  occupiers  of  lands,  whether  proprietors  or  te- 
nants, are  liable  to  pay  yearly,  an  afleiTinenc  in  money,  fpr 
the  lands  occupied  by  them  refpedively,  according  as  the 
iaid  lands  ftand  valued  in  the  tax-roll  of  the  county,  at  a 
rate  not  exceeding  the  fum  of  L.  i,  4  s.  Sterling  for  each 
L.  100  Scots  of  valued  rent.  Accordingly  in  this  parifli, 
now,  the  landed  proprietors  being  aiTeiTed  in  proportion  to 
their  valued  rents,  levy  the  afTefiment  from  their  tenants 
according  to  the  real  rents  they  pay,  and  they  again  from 
their  fubtenants ;  the  proprietors,  at  the  fame  time,  being 
accountable  for  what  they  themfelves  occupy.  This  mode 
is  deemed  rather  more  favourable  to  the  poorer  clafs  of  in- 
habitants, than  the  exaftion  of  the  ftatute  labour  in  kind, 
but  is  thought  more  burdenfopae  on  the  farmer.  Turn- 
pikes  are  confidered  as  by  no  means  neceflary  here  ;  and 
the  erefting  of  them  at  prefent  would  be  rather  an  unpopu- 
lar meafure. — With  regard  to  bridges,  2  have  been  buik 
this  fummer  in  the  pariih  of  Logic,  chiefly  by  fubfcription, 
on  the  road  leading  from  Marykirk  to  Montrofc.  Oil  the 
weft  public  road  are  2  fmall  bridges,  built  fome  years  ago. 
As  to  being  kept  in  repair,  they  are  now  upon  the  famA 
footings  with  the  public  roads.  The  principal  bridge  in  the 
pariih^  and  which  conneds  it  with  the  Mearns,  is  the 
North  Water  Bridge,  confifting  of  3  arches,  of  exceediijig 
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ftrong  work.  This  is  now  commonlj  called  the  Old  Sridge=/ 
with  a  reference  to  the  new  one,  which  fome  years  ago 
was  built  acrois  the  North  Water,  near  the  mouth  of  it,  on 
the  >>rcat  coaft  road.  The  o]d  North  Water  Bridge  was 
built  by  John  Erikine  of  Dun,  fuperintendant  of  Angus 
and  Mcirns,  upwards  of  200  years  ago.  Concerning  the 
buildei  of  this  North  Water  Bridge,  popular  tradition  fays, 
**  That  having  had  a  dream  or  vifion,  that  unlels  he  fhould 
build  a  bridge  o^er  Stormy  Grain,  where  3  waters  run  in 
one,  he  would  be  miferable  after  death.  Accordingly  go-* 
ing  out  one  da^^  in  a  penlive  mood,  and  walking  along  the 
banks  of  the  North  £ik  he  met  an  old  woman  near  the 
fpot  where  the  bridge  now  (lands,  and  aiking  the  name  of 
the  place,  received  for  aniwer,  that  it  was  called  Stor- 
my Grain,  where  3  waters  run  in  one.  Hence,  recog- 
niiing  this  to  be  the  fpot  to  which  his  dream  alluded,  he 
immediately  fet  about  building  a  bridge  there ;  but  the 
bridge  being  founded,  and  the  work  going  on.  a  fpeat  in 
the  iver  fwept  it  away,  upon  which  he  ordered  the  bridge 
to  be  begun  anew.  But  after  it  was  coniiderably  advanced, 
it  tumbled  down  a  fecond  time.  Mr  Er&ine  was  now  h 
much  difcouraged,  that  he  fell  into  a  deep  melancholy, 
and  kept  his  bed.  One  day,  however,  obferving  a  fpider 
attempting  to  weave  a  web,  he  faw  it  fall  down  \  making 
a  fecond  attempt,  it  was  equally  unfuccefsful ;  but  trying  » 
thitd  time,  it  lucceedcd.  Accordingly  encouraged  by  this, 
he  oaufed  it  be  begun  a  third  time,  and  had  the  good  for-< 
tunt-  to  fucceed."  Whether  there  be  any  real  ground  for 
thi^  \  raditiooary  (lory  or  not,  it  is  by  no  means  abhorrent 
from  the  cad  of  mind  that  chara£lerifed  thofe  times. 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. —  In  1782',   the  crop  was  nol 

all  got  in  till  confiderably  after  Martinmas.     Ten  bolls  of 

Tbear  were  then  purchaled  at  the  feffion's  expence,  for  the  ufe 
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of  the  poor  at  the  rate  of  24  s.  the  boll,  and  vere  either  fold 
at  a  reduced  price,  or  given  giiatis  \  befides  a  prefent  of  10 
bolls,  confifting  of  a  mixture  of  oats,  barley,  rye,  &c.  recei- 
ved then  from  Government,  was  diftributed  among  the  poor. 
Oat-meal  here  at  that  time  fold  at  2C  s.  the  boll. — There 
are  two  principal  alehoufes,  in  a  manner  neceflarj,  as  be- 
bg  on  public  roads,  with  one  or  two  more,  perhaps,  lefi 
requifite.  The  bad  efFefts  of  thefe  on  the  morals  of  the 
people  are  not  very  perceptible,  though  the  increafe  of  pu- 
blic boofes  both  in  town  and  country  is  always  to  be  re- 
gretted. The  heavy  Ezcife  laws,  and  the  enormous  daty 
on  mak,  make  beer  leis  brewed  in  private  families  than 
formerly,  though  perhaps,  whilky  is  more  ufed.  Within 
thefe  ten  years  pail,  near  30  new  houfes  or  cottages  have 
been  built  in  the  pariih  where  there  were  none  before ; 
perhaps,  about  half  a  dozen  during  that  fpace  have  been 
polled  down,  or  fuSered  to  fall  into  ruins.  Employing  cot- 
tagers in  s^griculture,  is  thought  by  fome  of  the  farmers 
here  to  be  leis  frugal  than  keeping  hired  fervants  in  the 
houfe,  though  it  no  doubt,  is  more  favourable  to  popula- 
tion.— ^The  meadows  and  lower  grounds  on  the  Northeik 
are  very  fubjecl  to  inundations,  which  have  fometimes  done 
confiderable  damage,  efpecially  in  the  time  of  harveft.  In 
1774,  when  the  river  rofe  to  an  almoft  unprecedented 
height,  it  fwept  away  a  great  deal  of  cut  corn,  and  laid  flat 
fundry  fields  that  were  uncut,  fpoiling  thdfe  with  fand  ; 
and  lad  autumn,  an  uncommon  flood  fwept  away  from  a 
firm  in  this  neighbourhood,  on  the  oppofite  banks  of  the 
river,  more  than  half  an  acre  of  ground,  with  about  60  bolls 
of  lime  lying  upon  fallow ;  at  any  time  fix  hours  of  wind 
2Dd  rain  from  the  S.  or  S.  £.  will  make  it  rife,  fo  as  to  o« 
vcrflow  all  its  banks. — In  the  year  1784,  a  very  remark- 
able meteor  was  feen  here^  as  it  was  through  the  moft  part  of 
tbe  kmgdom,  as  well  as  in  fome  fioreign  parts.    It  made 
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its  appearance  about  7  o'clock  in  the  evening,  moving  in  « 
rapid  and  majeftic  manner,  fomething  in  a  diredion  from 
N.  W.  to  S.  £•  having  its  vifible  magnitude  equal  to  that 
5of  the  full  moon«  and  a  light  much  fuperior ;  at  length  it 
4ifappeared  as  it  were  in  the  ocean.  This  meteor  mult  have 
been  of  prodigious  bignefs,  its  velocity  immenfe,  and  its 
altitude  manj  miles.-^Tbe  common  people  here  make  ufe 
of  the  ordinary  Scottiih  dialed,  with  lets  tone  than  thej 
fpeak  in  Fife,  though  not  near  fo  (hort  as  thej  do  in  Aber- 
ideenfliire.  With  regard  to  the  names  of  places  in  the  pa- 
xifh,  many  of  them  feem  to  be  of  Gaelic  or  Celtic  extrac- 
tion .-^Property  in  land  here  is  very  often  changing ;  of 
this  there  have  been  no  lefs  than  four  material  inftances  in 
the  united  panfli  of  Logic  and  Pert,  within  8  or  10  years 
pail ;  and  during  that  period,  or  litde  more,  near  the  banks 
of  the  Northefki  and  within  the  extent  of  5  or  6  miles,  no 
fewer  than  8  efiates  have  been  in  the  market,  and  changed 
their  proprietors.  This  rapid  alienation  of  property,  may 
in  one  inftance  or  jtwo  be  accounted  for  on  political  confi- 
deratious,  but  is  chiefly  imputable  to  the  two  following 
caufes  : — Some  of  the  old  proprietors  having  been  men  of 
plealure,  and  not  fuiHciently  attentive  to  their  worldly  in- 
tereft,  were  obhgtd  to  fell  their  land  from  the  impuKe  of 
neceflity,  or  pecuniary  embarraiTment  \  others  of  them,  a- 
gain,  who  had  feveral  children,  having,  in  cpntra.di&ion  to 
the  old  teudal  ijurit,  made  liberal  provifion  in  (heir  fiettle? 
jnents  for  the  younger  branches  of  their  families ;  this  ren- 
dered the  fale  of  their  ellates  unavoidable  on  their  demife. 
Land  fells  here  at  25  or  30  years  purchafe,  and  feems  to  be 
on  he  increafe. — The  people  are  by  no  means  ungenerous 
or  uncharitable,  according  to  their  circumftances ;  if  at  any- 
time they  fee  virtue  or  induftry  in  diftrefs,  their  chearful  and 
ready  fupport  s  not  wanting  \  but  when  vice  is  plunged 
into  wretchedne&i  perhaps  their  pity  is  too  much  withheld, 
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from  not  making  a  proper  difcrimination  between  the  per« 
fon  and  the  crime,  the  vice  and  the  mifery  it  involves* 
The  people  enjoy  the  comforts  and  advantages  of  focietjr 
in  a  very  tolerable  degree,  though  the  increafe  of  taxation, 
and  of  the  price  of  provifions,  efpecially  with  regard  to 
the  poorer  dais,  operates  as  a  confiderable  abatement.  Se- 
veral of  the  tenants  enjoying  long  leafes  at  the  old  rent, 
which  is  nearly  one  half  leis  than  what  their  farms  would 
let  for  at  prefent,  have  in  their  hands  the  means  of  a  com* 
fortable  fubfiftence,  and  by  indufiry  and  frugality  may  be* 
come  rich.  But  the  new  leafes  ia  general  beine^  pretty  far 
ftretched,  and  the  wages  of  fervants  every  year  growing 
higher,  thofe,  it  is  to  be  prefumed,  who  hold  fuch  leafes, 
if  they  are  not  extremely  active  and  induflrious  indeed, 
mufi  find  confiderable  difficulties.  Were  the  wages  of  ler« 
vants  rendered  in  fome  meafure  ftationary,  and  greater 
moderation  obierved  in  the  raifing  of  rents,  not  only  might 
tenants  and  their  fervants  be  on  a  more  eligible  footing, 
but  landed  proprietors  would  enjoy  greater  and  more  perma- 
nent fecurity,  befides  the  generous  fatisfaAion  of  not  entirely 
engroffing  the  fruits  of  honeft  induftry.  Were  there  pre- 
miums allotted  by  monied  men  for  the  improvement  o( 
barren  ground,  and  the  melioration  of  ground  already  in 
(bme  meafure  cultivated,  (the  improvement  or  melioration 
to  be  eftimated  by  an  impartial  jury,)  many  beneficial  con* 
iequences  might  enfue. 
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NUMBER    V. 


PARISH  or  ERSKINE, 


(County  of  Renfrew,  Sthod  of  Giasoow  and  Atft, 
Presbytery  of  Paisley.) 


By  the  Rev.  Walter  Young,  M.  A.  F,  R.  S.  Edin. 


Namif  &x. 

'T^HE  name  Er/kintvns  written  in  ancient  charters  Irif- 
^  hyn.  Antiquaries  are  not  agreed,  whether  thefaxni* 
Ij  of  Mar,  who  held  the  lands  of  Erlkine  until  the  year  i6^» 
gave  their  fimame  to  the  lands,  or  received  it  firom  them. 
Crawford  is  of  the  latter  opinion,  in  confequence  of  his  gene- 
ral principle  with  regard  to  the  afiumption  of  fixed  firnames 
by  the  proprietors  of  land.  Other  antiquaries  relate  a  dory 
of  the  fimame  Zrij-^i^/if  having  been  given  by  King  Mal« 
colm  II.  to  the  founder  of  that  noble  family,  on  occafion  of 
a  military  atchievement.  The  lands  or  caftle  of  Erikine 
have  probably  given  name  to  the  church,  and  of  courfe  ta 
the  whole  parochial  diftrift  annexed  to  it.    The  form  «f 
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the  porifli  is  oUong ;  the  length  from  eaft  to  weft,  and  a 
little  north,  is  about  6  Englilh  miles,  and  the  breadth 
from  3  to  4  ;  the  number  of  acres  which  it  contains  is  not 
known.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  whdlj  by  the  river 
Clyde. 

Surface  and  5bf/«— -The  general  appearance  of  the  ealb- 
em  part  of  the  pariih  b  flat,  with  gentle  fwells.  A  ridge 
of  hilly  ground  runs  through  the  weftern  divifion.  As  this 
however  declines  gradually  on  the  north  fide  towards  the 
Clyde,  and  on  the  footh  towards  a  valley,  there  are  even 
in  that  divifi<m  confiderable  trai£ls  of  arable  ground.  The 
fail  is  in  general  light  and  not  deep.  In  the  north  eaft 
partof  the  parifli,  it  is  a  blackifli  or  dark  grey  mould,  mix- 
ed with  gravel,  having  under  it  gravel,  or  a  mixture  of 
iand,  clay,  and  gravel ;  in  fome  places  till,  and  under  that 
rotten  rock  or  freeftone.  From  this  ftru&ure,  that  traft  a- 
boonds  with  fprings  of  excellent  water.  The  foil  being 
warm  and  dry,  is  well  adapted  for  producing  oats,  bear, 
and  fown  graffes ;  it  alfo  yields  plentiful  crops  of  potatoes 
of  the  beft  quality,  and  of  turnips.  It  is  not  fo  proper  for 
wheat  and  peafe ;  and  even  the  oats  and  barley  which  it 
produces  are  fomewhat  inferior  in  quality,  or  weigh  leis  to 
the  meafure  than  what  are  produced  in  llronger  and  deeper 
foils.  But  perhaps  the  moft  valuable  property  of  this  foil 
is  the  difpofition  it  has  to  run  to  grafs.  When  it  is  allow- 
ed to  reft,  if  it  has  been  judicioufly  managed,  and  not  over- 
cropped, it  in  a  year  or  two  becomes  covered  with  a  thick 
fward  of  graft,  often  mixed  with  white  clover,  which, 
though  not  of  the  richeft  quality,  b  abundant,- and  conti- 
nually improves  during  the  4  or  5  years  that  the  ground  re- 
mains in  pafture.  The  fame  things  may  be  obferved  of 
the  weftern  divifion  of  the  parifii ;  only  as  that  is  more 
hiDy,  the  foil  is  mor)s  ihallow  and  fiony^  and  in  general 
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lies  over  whin  rock.  There  are  6  or  7  farms  io  the  foatfa-eaft 
part  of  the  parifli,  which  are  fitoated  along  the  edge  of,  or 
within  an  eztenlive  tra^  of  flat  or  carfe  ground,  a  great  part 
of  which  is  covered  with  p^at  moiis,  and  has  probably  been 
all  fo.  The  foil  of  thefe  farms  is  a  deep  clay,  and  abundant- 
ly fertile.  It  may  alfo  be  obferved,  that  forcft  trees  thrive 
well  in  many  places  of  the  parilh,  particnlarly  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  Clyde.— There  is  no  lake  nor  river  in  the 
parilh  ;  the  boundaries  of  it  are  for  the  moi^  part  marked 
out  by  fmall  dreams  or  bums.  The  Clyde,  which  waihes 
the  northern  edge,  b  in  breadth,  when  the  tide  is  full,  from 
about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  at  the  eaA,  to  above  a  mile  and  a 
half  at  the  weft  end  of  the  pariih.  The  ground  immedi« 
ately  adjoining  to  the  Clyde  is  every  where  flat.  The 
breadth  of  this  plain  is  various ;  at  one  place,  (hence  call- 
ed Longhaugh),  it  may  be  near  a  quarter  of  a  mile ;  but  in 
moft  places,  it  is  not  above  the  half  or  fourth  part  of  that 
extent.  Behind  the  plain,  the  bank  generally  rifes  pretty 
fuddenly  to  a  confiderable  heighth.  As  the  Clyde  has 
fuch  a  wide  bed,  land  floods  feldom  raife  it  very  confider- 
ably,  unleis  a  ftrong  S  W.  wind,  and  a  high  tide  occur 
at  the  fame  time.  In  that  cafe,  fome  of  the  low  grounds  are 
covered,  but  feldom  any  remarkable  mifchief  is  done.?— 
There  are  fome  frceftone ,  quarries  in  the  eaftern  part  of 
the  parifli.  Two  of  them  in  one  of  Lord  Blantyre's  parks 
have  been  wrought  of  late -for  the  great  canal,  and  for 
building  new  quays  for  the  ferry.  Some  appearances  of 
coal  have  been  difcovered  in  thefe  grounds,  but  they  have 
never  been  properly  purfued.  The  hills  in  the  weft  part 
of  the  parifli  are  in  general  green  j  the  tops  of  them  only 
f^fe  covered  with  heath* 
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CUmate  and  Difeafes. — Althongh  a  confiderabk  quantity 
of  rain  falls  here,  as  in  all  other  places  on  the  wefiern  fide 
of  the  ifland,  the  air  cannot  properly  be  called  moift^and  may 
be  pronounced  upon  the  whole  healthy.  By  the  light  foil, 
and  gravelly  bottom,  the  water  is  foon  abforbed,  or  it  runs 
off  by  the  hoUows ;  and  as  any  hollow,  or  flat  pieces  of 
ground,  ^hich  are  not  ploughed,  are  always  compleatly  co« 
vered  with  grafs,  there  are  no  unwholefome  marihes.  A- 
guesy  dyfenteries,  and  fuch  other  difeafes  as  are  occafioned 
by  noxious  effluvia  from  the  foil,  are  fcarcely  known  by 
name.  The  moft  prevalent  diftempers  are  fevers,  arifing 
from  cold  and  other  cauies.  Thefe  at  times  become  in  Come 
degree  epidemic,  or  go  thro' a  confider«ib.e  number  of  families, 
Thefe  epidemics  are  hardly  ever  of  a  very  malignant  nature, 
and  feldom  above  3  or  4  perfons  die  in  the  courfe  of  them. 
They  are  probably  fpread  smd  aggravated  more  than  they 
would  otherwiCe  be,  from  two  caufes,  both  of  which,  how- 
ever, are  gradually  diminifliing :  xft^  From  large  families 
being  often  crowded  together  in  fmall  houfes,  where  too 
little  attention  is  given  to  cleanlineis  and  ventilation  ;  and, 
adfy^  From  an  idea  which  the  country  people  have,  that  it  b 
their  duty  frequently  to  viiit  their  neighbours  when  in  dif- 
treis.  Hence  it  happens,  that  the  place  in  which  the  fick 
perfons  are  lying  is  frequently  crowded  with  people,  the 
patients  are  ftified,  and  the  infedion  is  Ipread.  Thefe  epi« 
demic  fevers  appear  at  the  rate  of  about  once  in  2  or  3 
years.  The  frnall-pox  (till  makes  occafionally  confiderable 
ravages  among  the  children,  as  the  people  are  only  begin- 
ning to  overcome  their  prejudices  againft  inoculation. 

Ferries^ — ^There  arc  a  ferries  acrois  the  Clyde  in  this  pa- 
rifli.  One  of  them,  called  the  Eaft  Ferry,  or  Ferry  of  Er- 
flune,  is  nearly  oppofite  to  the  village  of  Kilpatrick,  and 
iervcs  for  tranfportmg  horfes  and  carriages,  as  well  as  foot* 

paffengers. 
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ftthngcn.  The  quays  fer  it  were  latdj  huik,  and  are 
abutidandjr  eommodioos.  The  other  called  the  Weft  Fer- 
Tff  is  (^pofite  to  the  caftle  of  Donbarton,  and  is  chiefly 
irfed  for  fDOt-pafTengers. 

Jl^^j^tfTMy.— There  are  two  or  three  falmon  fiflieries  in  the 
Clyde^  as  it  paffes  along  this  pariOi  \  but  as  the  fiihing 
banks  aie  more  oontiguous  to  the  oppofite  or  Kilpatrick 
fliore,  none  of  them  are  occupied  by  inhabitants  of  this  pa- 
nib.  The  fifli  are  taken  in  large  nets«  the  rope  of  one  end 
of  which  being  made  fad  to  the  (bore  or  bank,  and  the  net 
laid  in  folds  upon  the  flat  end  of  a  boat,  the  boat  is  rowed 
a  certain  way  into  the  river,  droppbg  the  net  as  it  goes  a- 
leagt  and,  having  made  a  fweep  againit  the  tide,  is  brought 
back  to  the  place  from  which  it  fet  out.  The  net  is  im- 
mediately afterwards  drawn  aflKMre.  The  right  of  catching 
iUmott  on  Toafk  of  the  fifliiog  banks  in  Clyde  from  Ren- 
frew, as&r  down  as  the  confines  of  Ayrihire,  belongs  by 
ancient  charter  to  the  burgh  of  Renfrew.  The  lalmon 
fifliery  in  this  traft  has,  for  many  years,  been  rather  fican- 
Cy.  The  operations  for  iminroving  the  navi^tion  of  the 
river,  which  were  executed  by  the  town  of  Glafgow  a- 
1>out  30  years  ago,  are  thought  to  have  been  prejndicial  to 
it.  The  falmon  are  either  carried  to  Renfrew,  or  fold  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  medium  price  is  about  5  d.  or 
6  d.  the  poond.  Befides  falmon,  there  are  in  this  track  of 
Clyde,  confiderable  quantities  of  large  red  trout,  which 
are  ibmetimes  catched  by  fet  lines ;  and  people  who  have 
proper  nets,  often  take  confiderable  quantities  of  ipirlings, 
(fmelts)  and  of  flirimps. 

State  of  Property.-^Thc  landed  property  of  this  parifli 
is  dtflriboted  among  8  heritors,  whofe  valued  rent  exceeds 
)^.  100  Scots,  and  9  fmaller  bentors  or  feuars.     The  land 

is 
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is  occnpicd  by  10  proprietors,  who  keep  in  their  own  haad 
the  whole  or  fome  part  of  their  ground ;  hy  48  tackfrnea^ 
who  may  be  called  farmers,  in  fo  far  as  they  fubfift  wholly 
or  chiefly  by  their  farms ;  by  la  who  have  finaller  £urms» 
tod  when  not  employed  upon  them,  work  at  day-labour- . 
ers ;  and  laftly,  by  ai  handicrafts  men,  or  people  of  difib- 
lent  profeflSoas,  who  have  (inall  pieces  of  ground  taken  el* 
ther  fro  n  the  landlords  or  from  tenants  for  fuppljing  their 
Cunilies  with  milk  and  other  articles  of  provifion.  The 
valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  L.  44  jx  iScots.  The  real  rent 
is  at  prefent  about  L.  2980  Sterling. 

Cultroaiion. — ^Of  the  whole  land  of  tbe  pariih,  about  two 

thisds  are  arable,  and  nearly  that  proportion  may  be  in  a.re« 

gular  courfe  of  tillage  and  pafture.     The  old  fyilem  was  to 

take  at  leaft  two,  and  for  the  moft  part  three  fucceffive 

crops  of  oats,  and  after  that  to  allow  the  ground  to  refl,  as 

it  was  called,  or  to  remain  in  pafture.     The  farmers  ttfed,  - 

their  own  dung,  fo  far  aa  it  woidd  go,   for  potatoes  and 

bear,  but  imported  no  fnreign  manure*    This  was  nearly 

the  ftate  of  hufbandry  till  about  the  year  1775  or  ^^^6p 

when  the  late  Alezaader  I«ord  Blantyre,  having,  upon  the 

death  of  his  brother,  fucceeded  to  die  eftates  and  honour* 

of  that  family,  came  to  reiide  at  Erfkiiie.    H'e  had  for  a 

nomber  of  years  before  that  time  been  engaged  in  a  courfe 

of  pradical  &rou^g  in  Eaft  Lothian,  in  confequcnce  of 

which  he  had  not  only  acquired  an  accurate  and  exfcec&ve 

knowledge  of  the  general  principles  of  agriculture,  but  was* 

aUe  to  deicend  into  the  detail  of  it,  and  to  dired:  and  over^ 

lee  every  minute  operation.    He  was  immediately  feafi- 

bk,  that  tbe  hulbandry  of  Eaft  Lothian  would  not  fuit  the 

li|ht  foil  and  nK>ift  climate  of  Erfldne.    He  perceived^  at 

tlie  fane  time,  that  the  fyflem  of  tbe  country  was  bad,  and 

An  by  more  geade  cropping,  by  more  plentifiil  manuring, 

and 
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and  by  introducing  f^llo^y  crops  and  fown  grafles,  the 
ground  would  be  gradually  improved,  and  its  produce  up' 
on  the  whole  augmented,  fo  as  more  than  to  repay  the  ad- 
ditional expence.  That  he  might  be  well  acquainted  with 
the  nature  and  the  powers  of  the  foil,  as  well  as  fet  an  ex- 
ample to  the  country,  he  took  under  his  own  management 
the  parks  of  Erikine,  and  two  or  three  farms  in  the  neigh* 
bourhood.  The  fyftem  which  he  purfued  was  nearly  as 
follows:  After  the  previous  neceflarj  operations  of  inclo* 
fing,  draining,  clearing  of  Clones,  &c.  he  took  a  crop  of  oats. 
The  following  year,  after  three  and  fometimes  four 
plesgliings,  and  plentiful  liming  and  dunging,  he  took  a 
£allow  cr^p.  For  this  he  preferred  turnips,  as  he  never 
failed  to  have  a  Urge  return  of  them,  as  they  ftood  the  win- 
ter better  than  cabbage,  and  left  the  ground  in  better  con- 
dition than  potatoes;  and,  as  the  foil  had  not  fufficient 
depth  for  carrots  or  parfnips,  the  third  year  he  laid  down 
the  field  with  grafs-feeds.  As  a  crop  or  nurfe  to  the  graft 
feeds,  he  tried  wheat,  barley,  and  early  EiTez  oats.  The 
firft  did  not  fucceed  well,  and  upon  the  whole  he  gave  the 
preference  to  the  laft.  He  cut  the  hay  for  one  or  two 
years  thereafter,  and  then  allowed  the  ground  to  remain  in 
pafture. 

Soon  after  he  fettled  at  Erlkine,  the  leafes  of  mod  of  the 
farms  in  the  barony  expired.  He  was  very  unwilling  to 
difpoiTefs  the  old  families,-  fom'e  of  whom  had  occupied 
thefe  grounds  for  generations.  He  knew  at  the  fame  time, 
that  they  had  neither  ftock  nor  ikill  fufficient  to  enable 
them  to  pay  a  rent  adequate  to  the  real  value  of  the  land. 
He  propofed  to  them  to  pay  a  very  moderate  advance  of 
rent,  left  indeed  than  moft  of  them  ezpeded,  with  about  7 
or  8  per  cent,  of  the  expence  of  inclofing ;  but  that  they 
fhould  be  bound  to  obferve  a  mode  of  management  fimilar 
to  his  own  >  in  particulari  that  tbey  ibould  not  have  two* 
3  fucceifive 
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fucceiEve  crops  of  oats  upon  the  fame  ground,  and  that  thej 
^G^<i  introduce  turnips  and  (own  grafles  intQ  their  fyflem. 
With  thefe  conditions  all  of  t^em  but  one  con^plied,  and 
took  their  farzns  for  19  jeara,  .  They  however  complained 
of  the  reftriftions.  They  thought,  that  they  wer^  allowed 
too  few  crops  of  oats,  the  ftaple  connihodity  of  the  country, 
during  the  courfe  of  their  leafe  ;  they  were  not  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  turnip  hufbandry,  nor  with  the  method 
of  buying,  fattening,  and  ielling  cattle.  Upon  after  rejec- 
tion, his  Lordlhip  thought  proper  to  relax  the  rigour  of  hb 
reilridion^,  and  to  allow  th^m  pnore  difcretionary  powefs* 
From  the  examples  hQwevq:,  which  he  had  given  thecn> 
and  the  fpirit  he  had  infufed  into  them;  they  all 
began  with,  vigour  ^o  rmprpve  their  fgrms. .  They 
purchafed  coniiderable  quantitifts  of  lime  and  foreign 
manure.  .  They  became  more  a£live  and  induflrious; 
and  though  the  turnip,  hufb^ndry  was  never  carried  by 
tbem.  to  any  extent,  -and  is  ,now  .generally  laid  afide, 
they  all  adopted  the  praflice  of  laying  down  tlieir 
fields  in  good  condition  with  fown  gr?iires,  having  a  ready 
and  fecure  market  for  their  hay  in  the  towna  of.  Port-Glaf- 
gow  and  Greenock.  The  confequence  of  this  has  been, 
that  the  country  is  confiderably  improved  b.pth  \^  appear- 
ance and  in  value  ;  the  t.enants  are  eafy  in  their .  circum- 
ftances,  and  indeed  wealthy  for  their  ftalion  ;  their  rent  is 
paid  in  general  with  perfeA  punSuality,  and  there  is  eve- 
ry reafon  to  believe,  that,  upon  the  expiration  of  the  lea- 
fes,  they  or  their  fons  will  be  able  and  \VilIing  to  pay  a 
rent  equal  to  what  may  be  confidered  as  the  juft  value  of 
the  ground.  The  writer  of  this  account  feels  a  particular 
fattsfa6tion  In  having  an  opportunity  of  exhibiting  fuch  p,rt 
example,  and  at  the  fame  time  of  paying  a  defer ved,  tri- 
bute to  the  memory  of  an  amiable  and  refpe<$table  noble- 
man, and  a  moft  worthy  and  lifeful  citizen,  whofe  death- 
Was  lamented  by  people  of  all  ranks  in  this  country  as  a 
Vol.  IX.  I  public 
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pablic  misfortune.  His  conduft  as  a  landlord  was  not  tai^ 
\y  humane,  bat  highlj  jadicious,  as  it  equally  tended  to' 
promote  the  real  intereftx>f  the  proprietor  and  tenant,  and 
the  general  advantage  of  the  country* 

About  20  years  ago,  the  two-horfe  plough,  with  the 
curved  mould  board  and  feathered  fock,  was  introduced  in^ 
to  tbb  country  by  Mr  George  Orde.  The  ufe  of  it  is  now 
become  untverfal,  and  the  country  wrights  conftruft  it 
with  neatnefs  and  accuracy  ♦. 

The  larger  tenants  commonly  make  the  greateft:  part  of 
their  oats  into  meal,  for  which  there  is  a  conftant  demand; 
Of  this  they  retain  what  is  neceilary  for  their  own  fami- 
lies. They  difpofe  of  part  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  the 
red  they  either  fend  to  pubUc  market,  or  fell  to  the  dealers 
in  the  neighbouring  towns.  They  difpofe  of  their  potatoes 
and  hay  in  the  fame  manner  7  and  almoft  the  whole  of  the 
bear  or  barley  that  is  raifed,  is  carried  to  the  towns.  The 
labourers,  handicraftfmen,  and  fmaller  tenants,  who  do  not 
raife  produce  fufficient  for  their  families,  either  purchafe 
"from  the  larger  tenants,  or  when  the  price  of  meal  is  high, 
and  the  ports  arc  open,  they  buy  Irifh,  or  other  imported 
meal ;  fo  that  there  is  frequently  both  an  exportation  and 
importation  of  this  principal  article  of  provifiop.  What 
the  proportion  may  be  cannot  well  be  afcertained ;  it  va- 
ried every  year  according  to  the  feafons  and  the  prices '  of 
grain.  It  is  believed,  however,  that  upon  the  whole  there 
is  confiderably  more  com.  Sec  produced,  and  more  (heep 

and 

*  Oats  are  fowD  about  the  middle  or  end  of  March  tad  through  the 

•  month  of  April ;  and  bear  in  the  month  of  May.    The  time  of  reaping < 

is  various,  depending  on  the  feafon.    The  hanreft  is  feldom  fairly  begun* 

before  the  i  ft  of  September,  aod  it  is  generally  completed  by  die  A  o^ 

Korembcr, 
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«Bd  cattle  fed  in  the  pariih  than  are  coDfumed  by  the  inha- 
Intants*. 

PopuLaion.^'Aj  the  poll-book  of  the  county  of  HexN 
£rew,  made  up  in  the  year  16^5,  there  is  reafon  to  believe, 
that  the  number  of  fouls  in  this  pariih  was  at  that  time 
confiderably  above  900.  By  tlie  returns  to  Dr  Webfter 
in  1750,  it  was  829.  From  lifts  taken  up  by  the  prefent 
minifterin  1771,  the  number  of  fouls  appeared  to  be  about 
S70.  The  year  after  that,  a  trad  of  land,  which  had  been 
kt  in  Imall  £uins,  and  upon  Which  12  families  refided, 
was,  at  the  ezpirtftion  of  the  leafes,  converted  wholly  into 
a  grazing  farm.  At  prefent  no  more  than  3  families  live 
in  that  traA  in  houfes  lately  built,  the  old  fieadings  having 
been  allowed  to  fall.  lu  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  after 
that,  I  or  2  £mall  farms,  and  fome  x^ottages,  were  fuppref- 
led,  by  which  the  population  was  ftill  farther  diminiihed. 
Since  that  time  it  has  been  pretty  much  ftationary,  and  is 
lather  greater  at  prefent  than  it  was  8  or  10  years  ago. 
— >By  an  accurate  enumeration,  made  in  the  beginning  of 
ihe  year  1792,  the  numbers  were  as  under: 

Males,  •  «  40a 

females,  -  «  406 


Totat'  .  -  808 


Under 


*  From  I  to  xs  acres  maybe  annually  employed  in  raifing  flax  for  pri- 
*>te  life.  There  are  3  com-miUs  in  the  pariih.  The  yearly  rent  of  the 
^  arable  groond  is  10  s.;  of  inferior  ditto  lOs.  and  upwards;  of  the 
Mpiftore  ground  2xs.;  »ad  of  inferior  ditto  7  s.  6  d.  the  acre. 
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Under  lo  years,  -  an 

From  10  to  20,  -  -  170 

20  to  50,  -  -  320 

.         50  to  70,  -        -        -  -  88 

70  to  80,  i         .  .  -  17 

I.           above  80,  -  -  1 

pf  whom  one  is  about,  •  .   90 

Families,        -  i  of  17  —  17 

'. •  I  of  13  —  13 

-  3  of  12  —  36 

.  3  of  II  —  33 

.                     -  4  of  10  —  40 

■  -  10  of  9  —  90 

■  -  12  of  8  —  96 

n.                 -  19.  of      '       7  —  133 

■  -  21  of  6  —  126 
.      -  15  of  5  —  75 

.                -  18  of  4  —  7a 

14  of  3  —  42 

.  16  of  2  —  32 

3  of  I  —  3 


Total,        -         140  808 

Average  to  a  family,  nearly  5^ 

Wrights,  (mailers,  jour-  Cooper,  -  i 

neymen,  and  appr^n-  Millers,  -  4 

Ferrymen,  -  3 

Houfeholdmale-fervants,  5 
Labouring  ditto,  -  45 
Female-Servants  -  8a 
Bachelors,  heads  of  fami- 
lies, -  -  9 
Unmarrie^ 


ticcs), 

»5 

Weavers,  ditto, 

16 

Shoemakers, 

5 

Smiths^ 

3 

Tailors, 

3 

Mafons,         -  - 

a 
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Unmarried   woxneQ   a- 

Seceders,          -          none 

bovc  45,           -           10 
Widowers,            -            8 

Cameronian,          -            z 

Widows,             -             33 

Heads  of  families,  who 

Ploaghs,             -             61 

were  not  bom  in  tb6 

Horfes,  .           -             170 

pariib,         -         -       62 

Cattle  domcftic,      -     695 

Of  thefe  bom   in   the 

Ditto  grazing,        -       ^95 

neighbouring  pariflies, 

She^p,         -         -         230 

and  conneded  by  n^ar- 

Public-houfes,   inclu- 

riageor confangmnity 

ding   Crofs-hill,  the 

with  the  old  families 

ftage  between  Glaf- 

of  the  parifh,       -       25 

gow  and  Greenock,        8 

There  is  a  regiller  of  bapdfms  and  marriages,  from 
November  170J  to  the  prefent  time,  which  appears  to 
have  been  regularly  kept,  unlefs,  perhaps,  for  feme 
few  years  before  and  after  the  year  1750.  From  this 
regifter,  the  following  nnmbers  of  baptifms  and  .mar- 
riages, in  the  feveral  periods  of  10  years,  from  the  begin- 
nmg  of  the  year  17x0,  to  the  beginning  of  1790,  have  been 
extraded. 


Baptifms* 
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Bapti&ns.  Maniag«i» 

From  1710    to     fjzo        —        344        —        147 

—  304         —         100 

—     ^n\    —      99 

—  3^4  ~  9^ 

—  ^9i  —  76 

—  133  —  76 

—  ^9*  —  71 

—  237  _  82* 

Of  thefe  Bumbcrs  aomial  averages  nxaj  eafilj*  be  taken* 
No  regular  regifter  of  burials  was  ever  kept  bere,  till  to* 
"wards  the  end  of  the  year  1783.  The  numbers  of  baptifms^ 
marriages,  and  burials,  in  each  of  tlie  8  years,  from  the  ift 
«f  January  1784,  to  the  ift  of  January  1792,  are  as  under ; 


90 

to 

30 

30 

to 

40 

40 

to 

50 

50 

to 

60 

60 

to 

70 

70 

to 

80 

80 

to 

90 

Baptifms. 

Marriages. 

Burials. 

1784, 

~ 

^4 

— 

10 

— 

19 

85. 

— 

23 

— 

12 

— 

»7 

86, 

— 

33 

— 

xo 

— 

10 

87. 

— 

17 

— 

7 

— 

2a 

88, 

—  ■ 

27 

— 

8 

— 

12 

89, 

— 

29 

— 

2 

— 

19 

90, 

— 

21 

— 

7 

— 

12 

9it 

*5 
199 

»3 
69 

2X 
130 

Average 

»,      . 

24J 

^i 

16J 

The 

*  Tlie  wrtmgc  of  births  to  &  mtrruge  U  probably  near  6,  if  not  above 
it.  The  number  of  barren  marriages  is  eztremelj  finall.  The  grtatelt 
faitof  flttrriages  prtdu^e  from  7  children  to  xo  or  upwards. 
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TEe  ezce&  of  the  population  above  the  ufual  proportion 
df  births  and  burials  is  probablj  to  be  accounted  for  chief- 
ly from  this  circumftance :  The  greateft  part  of  the  fer- 
▼ants  in  the  pari(h  come  from  Argjlefhire^  between  the 
ages  of  14  and  20.  Many  of  thefe,  after  remaining  a  few 
years,  leave  the  parifh,  and  are  replaced  by  others.  As 
they  have  commonly  got  over  the  childrens  difeafes  before 
tbey  come  here,  and  are  remarkably  healthy,  very  few  of 
them  die  during  their  refidence  in  the  parifh.  They  there- 
fore increaie  the  population^  without  at  all  increafing  the 
number  of  baptifms,  or  feniibly  increafing  the  number 
of  burials.  If  to  650,  the  produft  of  25  by  26,  there  be 
added  127,  the  number  of  fervants,  the  fum  777  probablj 
exceeds  the  mean  population,  for  the  period  for  which  the 
average  is  taken* 

Stipend^  Scboo/,  Poor. — ^The  ftipend  19  no  bolls  ifirlot  of 
oat-meal,  and  L.  25  :  18  :  2ff  Sterling  of  money,  including 
eommunion-elements.  The  glebe  confifts  of  between  5 
and  6  acres  of  ground,  all  arable.  Lord  Blantyre  is  patron. 
—The  fchoolmafter  teaches  reading,  writing,  arithmetic  and 
book-keeping.  His  {alary  is  200  merks  Scots  a-year,  be^ 
fides  L.  I  Sterling  as  feflion-clerk,  and  los.  for  teaching 
poor  children ;  he  has  alio  a  free  houfe.  He  receives  for 
teaching  reading  i  s.  6  d.  the  quarter,  and  2  s.  for  writing 
and  arithmetic.  The  average  number  of  fcholars  is  3o.<— 
The  annual  amount  of  the  various  branches  of  the  fund  for 
the  relief  of  the  poor,  on  an  average  of  10  years,  including 
the  intereft  of  L.  120  of  accumulated  ftock,-is  L.  27,  6s. 
At  prefent  9  perfons,  including  a  foundling  boy,  receive 
regular  penfions,  and  3  or  4  receive  occafional  fupplies. 
There  are  nor  begging  poor  belonging  to  the  pariih. 
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Language. — The  wcftern  dialed  of  the  Scots  languag<^/ 
is  perhaps  no  where  fpoken  in  greater  purity  than  in  this 
and  the  adjoining  parifiies.  The  moft  flriking  peculiarity 
of  that  dialed,  is  a  difpofition  to  ihorten  the  penult  and 
prolong  the  laft  fyflable  of  words,  when  the  ftrufhire  of 
them  admits  of  that  being  done.  The  vowel  which  is  ex- 
prefled  in  the  penult  fjllable,  is  for  the  moft  part  the  ob- 
fcure  imperfed  found  which  the  Englifh  give  to  the  cha- 
rader  e  whep  between  two  confonants ;  and  the  lengthene4 
vowel  of  the  laft  fjUable  is  very  often  the  Englifti  found 
of  a  in  the  word  part.  The  penult  is  pronounced  with  the 
acute  accent,  or  riling  infledioa  of  the  Toice,  and  the  laft 
fyllable  with  the  inverted,  or  falling  and  rifing  circumflex. 
The  intervab  between  the  extremes  of  gravity  and  acute- 
nefs  of  tone,  are  often  confiderable. — A  few  names  of  pla- 
ces in  this  pariih,  as  Glenfliixinoch,  Barcloch,  and  fome  o- 
thers,  beginning  with  the  fyllable  3ar,  fcem  to  be  of  Celtic 
origin ;  but  the  greateft  part  of  them  are  Englifh  com* 
pounds,  defcriptive  of  the  fituation  of  the  place,  or  expref- 
iing  fome  circumftance  relating  to  it,  ^  Craigton,  Long- 
haugh,  Dryknows,  Longbank,  Woodcockhill,  &x. 

iiofl^ir.— The  great  turnpike  road  from  Glafgow  to 
Greenock  paffes  through  this  parilh.  As  this  road  has  un- 
fortunately been  carried  over  fome  very  high  grounds,  and 
in  confequence  of  that  is  extremely  incommodious  f6r  the 
heavy  carriages  which  are  continually  pafling  between 
thefe  towns,  an  ad  of  Parliament  has  lately  been  obtained 
for  making  a  new  road  along  the  fide  of  the  Clyde,  the 
line  which  ought  originally  to  have  been  purfued.  This 
new  road  is  now  begun  to  be  executed.  Although  there 
are  excellent  materials  for  making  roads  in  moft  places  of 
this  pariih,  the  crofs  roads  through  it  are  ftill  in  an  indiffe- 
rent conation,  owmg  to  the  difficulty  of  dalling  out  the 
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ibtate  labour,  and  tendering  it  efficient.  An  ad  of  Par- 
liament has  lately  pafled  for  converting  the  itatute  labour 
of  this  county  into  money,  which,  from  the  trial  that  has 
been  made  this  fummer,  promifes  to  be  attended  with  the 
moft  beneficial  effefis. 

MifceHaneous  Ob/ervatidns.-^The  principal  advantages  of 
thb  parifh  may  be  accounted  the  dry  foil  and  the  good  wa* 
ter  with  which  it  abounds,  and  the  facility  with  which 
roads  may  be  made  through  moil  places  of  it.  The  chief 
difadvantage  is  the  diftance  and  high  price  of  coal,  lime, 
and  foreign  manure  ;  in  confequence  of  which  it  will  not 
probably,  at  leaft  for  a  courfe  of  years,  become  a  confider- 
able  feat  of  manufaAures.  There  are  extenfive  peat  mof- 
les  in  the  pariih  and  neighbourhood.  This,  however,  is 
fooud  to  be  a  precarious  and  eveh  an  expenfive  fueL 
Coab  are  every  year  becoming  more  iti  ufe,  although  the 
greateft  part  of  th^m  muft  be  brought  from  about  Glaf- 
gow,  diftant  13  or  14  miles;  and,  when  carried  by  land, 
now  coft  7  s.  the  cart  of  10  or  11  hundred  weight  *• 

The  prices  of  provifions,  tte  day's  wages  of  labourers 
in  hufbandry,  of  carpenters,  mafons,  tailors,  &c.  and  the 
wages  of  fervants,  are  the  fame  in  this  parifh  as  in  the  neigh- 
bouring pariihes  of  Houfton  and  Kilallan.  See  vol.  I. 
p.  314,  325.  It  may  now  be  added  to  what  is  thefe  dated, 
that  in  con&quehce  6f  the  rapid  progress  of  manufaftures 
in  Paiiley  and  the  neighbouring  towns  and  villages,  the 
»'ages  of  country  fervants  and  labourers  are  continually  ri- 
fing,  and  to  fuch  a  degree  as  to  be  feverely  felt  by  the 
&rmers  in  the  country.  The  fumS|  though  confiderable. 
Vol-  IX.  K  which 


*  Lime  coils  13  s.  or  14  s.  tbe  chaldcr  Iharp  metfure,  and  dunjr  from 
Fort-Glafgow  and  Greenock  can  fcarccly  belaid  upon  the  ground  un- 
icras.  6d.  the  cart. 
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which  they  may  expend  in  procuring  lime  and  manure^ 
may  be  refunded  by  the  increafcd  quantity  and  value  of 
their  produce  y  but  the  continually  growing  expence  of  ma- 
nagement can  be  no  otherwife  repaid  to  them,  but  from  the 
advanced  price  of  their  commodities  ;  and  from  this  ad- 
vantage they  are  elFe^lually  precluded  by  the  copious  im- 
portation from  Ireland  and  other  places,  which  never  fails 
to  happen  whenever  the  price  of  oat-meal  exceeds  i6  s.  th© 
boll.  The  effefl:  of  this  majr  probably  be,  to  induce  the 
tenants  in  this  country  to  turn  a  greater  proportion  of 
their  lands  into  grafs.  It  is  hardly  neceflary  to  bbferve, 
that  every  labourer,  who  is  moderately  induftrious,  has  it 
in  his  power  to  make  a  decent  provifion  for  his  family. 

One  of  the  laft  trials  for  witchcraft  which  happened  in 
Scotland,  had  its  origin  in  this  parifli  in  1696-7.  The  pcr- 
fon  fuppofed  to  have  been  bewitched,  or  tormented  by  the 
agency  of  evil  fpirits,  or  of  thofe  who  were  in  compa<^ 
with  them,  was  Chriftian  Shaw,  daughter  of  John  Shaw  of 
Bargarron,  then  about  1 1  years  of  age.  A  fhort  account 
of  this  trial  may  be  feen  in  Arnot's  Colleftion  of  criminal 
trials.  Three  men  and  four  women  were  condemned  to 
death  as  guilty  of  the  crime  of  v/itchcraft,  and  were  execu- 
ted at  Paiflcy.  A  particular  account  or  journal  of  the  ex- 
traordinary circumAances  of  this  cafe  was  drawn  up  at  the 
time  when  it  happ<ined,  ^ytry  paragraph  of  which  is  aiBrm- 
ed  to  have  been  originally  fubfcribcd  by  witnefle9»  a- 
mong  whom  we  find  the  names  of  almoft  all  the  noble- 
men and  gentlemen,  and  many  of  the  miniilers  of  the 
neighbourhood.  The  narrative  was  afterwards  printed 
without  thcfe  fubfcriptions,  along  with  a  very  pious  and 
decently  written  prefaoe  by  the  publiflier.  There  were 
fubjoined  to  it  the  atteftations  of  a  phyfician  and  fui'geon, 
the  judicial  confelBons  of  fome  of  the  pcrfons  accufed  of 
witchcraft;,  and  an  abflrad  of  the  pleadings  of  the  advo- 
cates 
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cates  on  the  part  of  the  Crown,  and  of  their  charge  to  the 
jury.  ,Thefe  laft,  in  their  reafonings  upon  the  nature  of 
the  evidence,  and  the  credibilitj  of  the  fads,  and  in  the 
anfwers  to  objections,  difcover  much  learning  and  ability. 
A  icvf  copies  of  the  original  publication  are  dill  extant^ 
and  a  new  edition  of  it  was  a  few  years  ago  printed'  at 
Paifley.  It  may  furnifli  ample  matter  of  fpeculation  to 
thofe  whofe  objeA  it  is  to  trace  the  progreb  and  variation 
of  manners  and  opinions  among  men.  The  fubfequent 
hifiory  of  this  lady  is,  however,  more  interelling  to  the  po- 
litical enquirer. 

Having  acquired  a  remarkable  dexterity  in  fpinning  fine 
yam, ''(lie  conceived  the  idea  of  manufaduring  it  into 
thread  Her  firft  attempts  in  this  way  were  necefTarily  on 
a  fmall  fcale.  She  executed  almoft  every  part  of  the  proceis 
with  her  own  hands,  and  bleached  her  materials  on  a  large 
flate  placed  in  one  of  the  windows  of  the  houfe.  She  fuc- 
ceeded,  however,  fo  well  in  thefe  eflays,  as  to  have  fuffi- 
cient  encouragement  to  go  on.  and  to  take  the  afllflance  of 
her  younger  fitters  and  neighbours.  The  then  Lady  Blan- 
tyre  carried  a  parcel  of  her  thread  to  Bath,  and  difpofed  of 
it  advantageoufly  to  fome  manufadurers  of  lace,  and  this 
was  probably  the  firft  thread  made  in  Scotland  that  had 
crolTed  theTwced.  About  this  time  a  perfon  who  was  con- 
neded  with  the  family,  happening  to  be  in  Holland,  found 
means  to  learn  the  fecrets  of  the  thread  manufadhire, 
which  was  then  carried  on  to  great  extent  in  that  country, 
particularly  the  art  of  forting  and  numbering  the  threads 
of  different  fizes,  and  packing  them  up  for  fale,  and  the ' 
conftruftion  and  management  of  the  twilling  and  twining 
machines.  This  knowledge  he  communicated  on  his  re- 
turn to  his  friends  in  Bargarron,  and  by  means  of  it  they 
were  enabled  to  condud  their  manufa£hire  with  more  re- 
gularity and  to  a  greater  extent.     The  young  women  in 

the 


j6  Statijlical  Account 

the  neighbourhood  were  taught  to  fpin  fine  yarn,  twininf; 
mills  were  ereSed,  correfpondences  were  eftabliihed,  and  a 
profitable  bufinels  was  carried  on.  Bargarron  thread  be- 
came extenfivelj  know-i,  and,  being  afcertained  by  a  damp, 
bore  a  good  price.  From  the  inflrudions  of  the  family  of 
Bargarron,  a  fejv  families  in  the  neighbourhood  engaged 
in' the  fiime  bufinefs,  and  continued  in  it  for  a  number  of 
years.  It  was  not  to  be  expeded,  however,  that  a  manu- 
fadure  of  that  kind  could  be  confined  to  fo  fmall  a  diftrid, 
or  would  be  allowed  to  remain  in  fo  few  hands  for  a  great 
length  of  time.  The  iecrets  of  the  bufinefs  were  gradually 
divulged  by  apprentices  and  afliftants.  A  Mr  Pollock  in 
Paifley  availed  himfelf  of  thefe  communications,  and  laid 
the  foundation  of  the  well  eftabliflied  and  eartenfive  manu- 
facture of  thread,  which  has  ever  fince  been  carried  on  in 
that  town.  From  that  time,  the  women  in  this  neighbour- 
hood  have  continued  to  praftife  the  fpinning  of  fine  yam, 
which  they  difpofed  of  to  the  Paifley  manufafturcrs.  With- 
in this  rwelvemonth,  however,  many  of  them  have  laid  a- 
fide  the  wheel,  leaving  that  ufeful  implement  of  domeflic 
induftry  to  be  occupied  by  thofe  of  higher  rank,  and  have 
applied  themfelves  to  the  eafier,  the  more  elegant,  and  at 
prefent  the  more  profitable  employment  of  flowering 
muflins. 
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PARISH    or    MELROSE, 


(CouKTT  OF  Roxburgh,  Stnod  of  Merse  and  Teviot* 
pAL£,  Presbytery  of  Selkirk.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  George  Thomsok. 


Namef  Extent^  Sec. 

BEFORE  the  abolition  of  hereditary  jarifdiftions,  Mel- 
rofe  was  a  burgh  of  regality.  The  name  is  fuppofed 
to  be  Gaelic,  compounded  of  Muli  and  Ro/Sf  ^  a  bare  pro« 
f  montorj/  remarkably  defcriptive  of  a  little  peninfula  a- 
bout  a  mile  to  the  caft,  formed  by  the  windings  of  Tweedy 
which  is  ftill  called  Old  Mtlrofe^  and  famous  for  its  ancient 
monaftery,  one  of  the  ^rft  feats  of  the  religious  Culdees  in 
this  country.  The  parifli  is  in  length  from  N.  to  S.  about 
7  miles,  and  in  brpadth  towards  the  N.  5,  towards  the  S. 
near  7  miles.— The  town  of  Melrofe  is  pleafantly  fituated 
on  the  north  fide  and  bottom  of  the  Eildon  hiUs,  and  on  the 
cdffe  of  a  fertile  valley,  upwards  of  a  mile  in  length,  inter- 
n  &aed 


I 


^  Statj/Ncal  Account 

feded  by  Tweed  runniag  through  it  in  a  Terpentine  direc- 
tion, and  furrounded  by  hills  of  a  confiderable  height.  In 
this  vallej,  befides  Melrofe,  are  the  villages  of  Danieltoun, 
Damick,  Bridge^end,  Gattohiide^  and  Newfiead,  moil  of 
the  inhabitants^  of  which  hold  their  pofTeifions  in  feu,  as  do 
alfo  the  inhabitants  of  Eildon  and  Newtown,  two  villages 
farther  down  the  river,  and  of  Blainflie,  a  village  on  the 
weft  fide  of  Leader,  at  the  north  eztremitj  of  the  pariih. 

SoU  ^gricubure^  and  Produce, — The  foil  is  various. 
The  fouth  end  of  the  pariih  is  moftly  a  ftrong  clay,  excel- 
lently adapted  for  wheat.  The  banks  of  the  Tweed  are  9 
fine  light  dry  foil,  fit  for  all  kinds  of  grain.  On  the  north 
fide  of  the  Tweed,  the  foil  is  of  three  kinds  :  i^,  A  light 
earth,  mixed  with  fand,  upon  a  gravelly  bottom  ;  2^/^y  A 
ftrong  day  upon  a  till,  full  of  fprings,  and  very  wet ; 
•  y^'fyi  Mofe.  For  about  5  miles  fquare,  the  north  part  of 
the  parifli  is  hilly,  and  makes  excellent  flieep  pafture,  in- 
terfperfed  with  a  few  fmall  fields  of  corn.  For  its  improve- 
ment it  has  been  fuggefled,  that  the  diiFerent  proprietors 
Ihould  make  large  ftripd  of  plantations,  inclofed  with 
fione  fences,  both  to  flielter  the  land,  and  to  confume  the 
fhrface-ftbnei  which  encumber  it,  and  xhix  the  additional 
tent  would  amply  comflpenfate  the  trouble  and  expence. 

Withm  thefe  30  years,  the  farrtiers  have  made  vaft  pro- 
gfefe  in  agriculture.  Through  their  unremitting  itiduftry,  a 
great  ^antity  of  ground,  formerly  covered  with  heath, 
broom,  ind  furze,  has  been  bared,  and  now  produces  excel* 
font  crops,  olp  is  converted  into  good  paftitre.  The  value 
of  land  h!is  confequently  very  much  ihcrreafed.  A  feu  of 
feveral  acres;  purchafed  abodt  40  years  ago  at  L.  10,  was 
lately  fold  at  t^ie  advanced  ptice  of  L.X50  Sterling.^Thc 
pal-iih  is;  fuppofedto  profltite  doiible  the  quantity  of  grain 
tUat  it:  did  abbUt  thar  tfottf.     The  ittauurei  efniployed  is 

lime, 


lime,  marl,  and  dung.  The  firft  of  th^fe,  though  4ifla;^^ 
20  miles,  and  from  fome  places  25,  is  in  general  very  niuch 
nfed.  As  the  land,  owiag  to  this  diftancc,  s^nd,  to  th^.  ^d-  ' 
vancc  in  the  price  of  cattle,  wages  of  fervants,  gcc.  i^  im- 
proved at  a  great  cspence  ;  the  profit  of  the  former  fcarce- 
ly  bears  a  jull  proportion  to  the  increafei  of  reot,  gjcid.  of  c- 
vcry  other  article. 

The  Engliih  plough  drawn  by  %  horfes,  has  fuperfipded  tb^.. 
old  heavy  Scotch  plough  dra^n  by  4  oxen  and  2  horfes. 
The  rotation  of  crops  upon  the  clay  land  is  fallow,  f^it^ceeded 
by  wheat;  peafe,  barley  laid  down  with  grafs  and  opened, 
with  oats.     Ujwp  the  dry  light  land,  it  i§  fallow  or  turnip, 
barky  laid  down  with  gra&  and  opened  with  oats.     The . 
wheat  is  of  an  excellent  quality  ;  the  barley  good,  though 
inferior  to  that  of  the  lower  parts  of  Roxburghfbire  and 
Berwickfliire ;  the  oau  in  general  produce,  at;  an  average, 
near  8  llone  the  boll,  Linlithgow  m^afure-   Thofe  of  Bl^inf- 
lie  have  been  loog  famed  for  feed.    This  muft  be  owing  to  - 
fome  peculiar  coldnels  in  thq  foil,  and  northerly  or  eafter- 
ly  expofure  of  the  fields,  which  makes  thefe  oats  agree  with 
any  foil  and  expofure.  to  which  tb?y.are  carried-     There  is, 
a  great  demand  for  them  from  England  and  diiferent  parts 
ofScotl^nd^  and  they  comtnpnly  fetch  fome.  (bfllingsi  the 
boll  above  the  ordinary  price  of  feed  oats'. 

The  pariil)  contains  289  horfes,  1Q06  black  cattle,  13,72^ 
fheep.  The  black  cattle  are  of  a  njiddJing  fize,  and  exccllept 
for  fatt;^niqg  ;  in  general,  they  do  not  exceed 60  ftopc  when 
flaughtered.  The  Iheep  are  of  a  breed  between  the  long 
white-faced  humble  (beep,  from  the  fouth  of  Teviotdale, 
and  th^  fbort  Highland  kindt  I"  imearing,  to  one  pint  of 
tar  was  formerly  ufed  only  alb.  butter,  but  now  3 lb*  and 
fometimes  4lb.  by  which,  though  lefs.  fmearing  materials 
are  fonnd  oeceSary,  the  expenqe  is  greater  -,  but  in  return, 
the  quaatity  of  the  wool  is  thereby  increafodi  and  the  qua- 
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litj  improven.  This  lafi  eSeft  is  not  acknowledged  by 
fome  af  the  fumeis.  A  change  of  breed  is  the  mofl  efiec- 
tual  method  of  improving  the  wool,  and  it  muft  be  frequent- 
Ijr  done  to  prevent  the  wool  from  degenerating  again,  liktf 
grain  fown  often  on  the  fame  ground.  Some  farmers  al- 
lege, that  the  wdol  might  be  impifoved  to  a  great  extent^ 
were  they  not  prevented  from  making  the  attempt  by  the 
nature  of  the  climate  and  pafture,  as  fine  woolled  iheep  arc 
more  tender  in  their  conftitutiona  than  thofe  that  are  coarfe, 
they  are  leis  able  to  bear  the  feverity  of  the  winter-ftormsy 
and  never  thrive  upon  a  wet  pafture.  From  want  of  at- 
tention to  thefe  circumftances  in  attempts  to  improve  the 
wool,  confiderable  lofs  has  been  fuftained  in  this  pari(h. 
As  fome  paftures,  from  their  being  wet  or  dry,  ezpofed 
or  fheltered,  are  adapted  to  (heep  of  a  hard  j  or  a  delicate 
conftitution,  this  points  out  what  quality  of  wool  they  can 
produce.  By  a  few  experiments  on  a  fmall  fcale,  the  in- 
telligent farmer  wUf  eafily  find  out  to  what  degree  of  im- 
provement he  can  bring  his  wool,  with  fafety  to  hb  flock.— ^ 
Allowing  100  fleeces  to  a  pack,  the  parifh  produces  in  i  year 
137^  packs  of  wool,  which  fells  from  ids.  to  15s.  the 
ftone. 

There  are  feveral  orchards  about  Melrofe  atid  the  neigh- 
bourhood, and  the  gardeners  raife  a  great  many  green  and 
cabbage  plants,  which  are  carried  to  Clydefdale,  and  even 
fo  far  as  Dumfries.  The  fruit  and  plants  together,  may, 
at  an  average,  yield  annually  L.  300. — The  valued  rent  of - 
the  pariih  is  L.  199985  :  4  r  6  Scots. 

ManufaShtres.^^'MelTok  has  long  b6en  famed  for  linens, 
named  Melrofe  land  linens^  for  which  commiflions  have 
been  received  from  London  and  foreign  countries.  So  fiir 
back  as  the  year  1668,  the  weavers  were  incorporated  un- 
der what  is  called  a  Seal  ofCaufe^  from  John  Earl  of  Hieul- 
3  dingtoo» 
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dihgtohy  then  '*  Lord  6f  the  lot dfiiip,  and  bailie  |>rincipal 
of  the  regality  of  Mclrofe.*'  For  feveral  yc^rs  pad  this 
trade  has,  from  a  variety  of  caufes,  been  very  much  upon 
the  decline.  If  ftimething  does  not  occur  to  prevent  it| 
Melrofe  will  in  all  probability  foon  lofe  the  name  and  bufi' 
nefs^  (as  they  themfelves  exprels  it),  of  manufa&uriilg 
thefe  linens.  Its  importance  to  this  place,  and  its  rapid 
decline,  will  appear  from  the  followirig  flatement  taken 
from  the  ftampmafter's  yearly  abitraft :  From  the  ift  No- 
vember 1754  to  ifl  November  1755,  there  were  damped 
33,2824-  yards,  valued  at  L.  3575  :  10  :  11^.  In  the  10 
fiicceeding  years  there  was  no  great  rife  or  fall  in  the  qna/l- 
tity  and  value  of  linens.  From  November  1764  to  No- 
vember 1765,  there  were  ftamped  32,300^  yards,  value 
L.  2495  :  14  :  9:5*  From  November  1773  to  November 
1774,  20,7891  yards,  value  L.  2051  :  16  :  7^.  In  the  fol- 
lowing 10  years,  the  quantity  was  fo  faf  down  as  I7>79'2 
yards,  value  L.  1845  :  la  :  4  Sterling  ». 
Vol.  IX-  L  A 

•  The  fcrflowiag  arie  the  cawfcs  to  which  this  decline  has  been  af- 
cribed :  ift^  The  attention  of  the  truftees  for  raamifadlures,  &c.  has  been 
principally  dire<fted.  of  late,  to  the  encouragement  of  the  woollen  manu- 
bAurt  through  Scotland.  In  GalaHiicls.  and  that  part  of  this  pariih 
which  is  contiguous  to  it,  they  have  laid  out  a  confiderable  fiim  in  build- 
inp  and  machinery  }  and  the  manuf«(^urer9  there  have  drawn  annosiUy, 
for  feveral  yeMS,  from  L.  40  to  L.  70  Sterling,  in  premiums.  This  has 
enabled  them  to  give  more  to  fpinnen,  than  the  profits  on  linen  can  af- 
ford, and  has,  of  courfe,  diminilHed  the  number  of  linen-fplnners,  and 
^iled  their  hands  for  Chat  employment,  td^  Women-fervants  get  fo  high 
#ages,  and  are  fo  much  employed  in  out-work,  that  a  fuf&cient  number 
flf  them  cannot  be  procured  to  fpin  linen-yam  though  the  price  of  fpin- 
ning  it  has  been  coniiderably  advanced.  About  10  years  ago,  the  prices 
were  only,  for  ginning  4  hanks  yam  from  i  pound  of  lint,  I  s.  1  d. ;  for 
5  Itaoks,  <  s.  4d. ;  for  6  hanks,  i  s.  8  d. ;  and  for  7  hanks,  2  s.  The 
fvefent  prices  are,  for  4  hanks,  f  s.  7  d. ;  for  5  hanks,  I  s.  8d. ;  for  6 
hanks,  as. ;  and  for  7  hanks  2  s.  2  d. :  Some  fpinners  get  for  7  hanks,; 
4  s.  4  d.  ^flly^  Since  the  A:ncrican  war,  the  price  of  Dutch  fl^iz  has  great- 
ly riftRr  «ad  thelaiii  here  is  aioftlj  unfit  f«r  raifing  any. 


8  2  Stati/Hcal  Account 

A  few  hints  have  been  fuggefled  bj  the  principal  manuP 
fafturers  for  the  recoverj  of  this  decajiog  trade.  Thefe 
fhall  be  given  in  their  own  words :  '^  Were  the  truflees  to 
give  encouragement  to  weavers  by  premioms  and  extras  on 
well  made  pieces  of  linen »  as  was  done  through  Scotland  a- 
bout  40  jears  ago,  it  might  have  as  good  an  efieft  as  it  had 
then,  the  tradefmen  being  much  better  |iow  than  when 
thej  began  their  prizes  at  the  above  period ;  and  were  en- 
couragement given  alfo  to  young  girls  to  fpin  properly, 
much  might  be  expeded.  This  could  beidooe  by  employ- 
ing fome  fpinning  miftrefies  in  diiTerent  little  towns  through 
the  pariQi,  and  offering  fome  prizes  to  the  beft  (pinners,  in 
order  to  prompt  the  emulation  of  the  fcholars.  Finally, 
were  fome  attention  paid  by  the  proprietors  to  a  decaying 
bleachfield,  t1>efe  things,  and  what  elfe  their  wifdom  may 
fuggeft,  might  (till,  through  the  bleifing  promifed  to  the 
diligent,  recover  a  felling  back  date  of  bufinels." 

In  order  to  encourage  this  manufa6hire,  the  bleadifield  men- 
tioned above  was  fet  on  foot  through  the  patriotic  exertions  of 
the  Reverend  Mr  James  Brown,  late  one  of  the  minifters  of 
Edinburgh,  and  previoufly  minifter  of  this  parifh.  During 
his  refidence  at  Melrofe,  and  for  feveral  years  afterward, 
the  bleaching  bufine&  was  carried  on  with  confiderable  fpi- 
rit  and  fucceis.  For  fome  time  paft  it  has  declined.  In 
dry  feafons,  there  is  a  great  fcarcity  oS  water  in  the  field, 
though  abundance  might  be  procured  at  no  great  expence. 
The  buildings  are  old  and  in  great  difrepair,  and  little  is  to 
be  expefted  from  the  proprietors.  The  property  is  divided 
into  a  great  many  (hares,  fo  low  as  L.  5  *,  fo  that  the  pro^ 
fits  which  might  be  derived  from  it  are  no  ways  adequate 
to  ftimulate  the  exertions  of  the  proprietors,  moft  of  whoni- 
are  in  good  circumftances,  and  independent  of  this  bufinefe. 
Befides,  no  dividends  of  profits  having  been  made  among- 
them  for  fereral  years,  they  are  little  difpofed  to  be  at 

z  muc^ 
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much  ezpence  in  repairs  and  improvements  on  what  thej 
already  confider  as  a  dead  ftock.  To  carry  on  dib  bufi- 
nefi  with  advantage,  the  field  flioald  be  let  to  an  iotelli- 
gent  bleacher,  or  the  property  thrown  into  the  hands  of 
oae  or  two  proprietors  who  might  find  their  account  in  fu- 
perinteoding  it. 

Of  late,  however,  it  is  (aid,  that  owing  to  the  good  ma* 
nagemeot  of  the  prefent  bleacher,  the  bofineis  has  been  up^ 
on  the  increafe.  From  his  fiatement,  it  appears,  that  in 
the  year  1787  there  were  whitened  715  pieces  of  linen; 
m  1788 — 855  ;  in  178^—917 ;  in  1790— 1202  ;  in  1791— 
113a.  This  cloth  does  not  all  belong  to  the  parifh,  but  is 
taken  in  from  different  parts  of  the  country. 

The  woollen  manufafhire  has  of  late  been  making  confi- 
derable  progrefs,  efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  <^ala- 
fhieb,  for  which  fee  the  Statiftical  Account  of  that  p^rifli^ 
Vol.  II.  p.  299.  Befides  what  is  done  by  them,  there  are 
mannfadured  annually  in  Gattonfide  and  Melrofe,  at  an  a- 
Tcrage,  about  282  ftone  of  wool,  the  cloth  of  which  may 
yield  about  L.  1041.  Since  November  1791,  fe  eral 
looon,  both  here  and  in  the  neighbouring  parilhcb,  have 
been  employed  in  weaving  cottons.  In  addition  to  tbofe 
employed  by  the  manufadurers  near  Gralaihiels,  there  are 
80  looms  in  the  parifli;  20  of  which  are  employed  in 
weaving  cotton,  30  in  woollen,  and  30  in  linen- work.  Du- 
nng  the  fummer,  when  the  demand  is  greateft,  fome  of  the 
woollen  looms  are  employed  in  weaving  linen ;  but  as  cot- 
ton is  found  both  more  cleanly  and  more  profitable  than 
either  woollen  or  linen,  it  is  probable,  that  fhould  the  de« 
mand  for  it  continue,  the  number  of  weavers  employed 
in  diat  line  will  gradually  increafe. 

P^pmiitiM^  £cc.— <*Thia  parifli  contains  at  prefent  2446 
iaiMl»onta«    According  to  Or  Webfter's  report,  the  num- 
bers 
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bers  theA  were  2311.  There  are  of  thefe  Borgfaer-Sece- 
dcrs  128  ;  Aixti-Burghers  151  j  Relief  53  j  Methodifts  18 ; 
in  all  350  diflenters.  Befides  thefe  fedarieSy  fome  of  the 
different  claiTes  of  Independents  and  AnabaptUb  mention- 
ed in  the  Statiftical  Account  of  Galafl^iels,  have»  with  their* 
manufadures,  been  imported  into  this  parifli.  Mr  Milne, 
in  his  defqription  of  this  pariiby  pubUihed  in  17439  makes 
the  number  of  examinable  perfons  iSoo.  If  he  cpmpre- 
hended  all  above  10  years  of  age,  the  population  mnft  have 
undergone  little  altfcration,  but  iieeins  rather  t^  h^ve  iq« 
fcreafed  than  dimbilbed*. 

The 

•  A  (katement  might  be  giren  of  births,  marrUge^,  and  burials,  finooi 
onr  parifli- regifter,  bat  it  is  very  mcompletc  ;  becaufe  the  Secedcrs,  con- 
fidering  this  as  an  appendage  to  the  £ftablifhed  Church,  rather  than  aa 
iaftitution  calculated  to  promote  the  civil  intereft  of  their  pofterity,  do 
not  in  general  regiftrate  the  nam^s  of  their  children  ;  and,  becaufe  the 
temptation  to  negle^  this  among  tlie  lower  clafles  of  people,  has  alfo  been 
increafed  by  the  late  tax  upon  regiftration.  They  think  that  the  money 
required  out  of  their  fcanty  funds,  for  this  puxpore,  is  better  employed  in 
proYiding  againft  prefent  wants,  than  in  fecuring  a  very  diftant,  and  per- 
haps uncertain,  good  to  their  pofterity.  Nor  can  the  marriage-regifter 
be  depended  on,  m  there  are  many  irregular  or  (as  they  are  commonly 
called  here)  o'er-the-nuu-ch  marriages  It  is  fufpedled  that  certificates  to 
this  purpofe,  are  fometimes  forged  or  antedated  by  the  parties,  in  order 
to  conceal  a  previous  blunder  that  may  have  been  committed.  This  prac- 
tice is  alfo  countenanced  by  fome  Epifcopal  Clergymen  upon  tile  border, 
who,  for  the  fake  of  the  beggarly  fee  of  office,  marry  all  who  apply  tq 
them,  without  even  requiring  any  evidence  of  the  parties  beiog  legally 
entitled  to  this  privilege.  There  have  alfo  been  inftances  of  Fifcals  in 
Royal  Burghs,  and  of  other  Courts,  fummoning  partien  before  a  Juftice  of 
the  Peace,  who,  on  their  acknowledging  a  previous  marriage,  (which  per. 
haps  never  took  place),  decerns  them  to  pay  a  fine,  and  adjudges  one  half 
of  it  to  the  profecntor.  Certificates  of  regular  proclamations  have  alfo 
been  produced,  not  only  here,  but  in  all  the  neighbouring  parifhes,  from 
the  Seifion-clerks  of  Edinburgh,  Canongate,  and  Weft  Church,  in  favour 
•f  people  who  were  never  two  days  refident  within  their  bounds ;  and  on 
fuch  certificates,  many  marriages  have  beea  celebrated.  Thii  evi)  c1|iiiq. 
the  Attention  of  the  Legiilature. 
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The  prevailing  difeafes  in  the  pariih  are  confumptioiis 
gnd  rheomatiiins.  The  latter  maj  be  outing  to  the  fevere 
cold  to  which  the  lower  dafles  are  expofed  daring  the  win- 
ter, from  the  vaft  expenfe  of  fuel,  which  cannot  be  ufed  to 
foch  extent  as  u  neceflary  for  their  health  and  accommoi 
^tioD.  Coaly  their  principal  fiiel,  is  difiant  a  mile  farther 
dian  lime,  and  fells  at  9d.  and  lod*  the  hundred  weight  in 
fommer,  and  fometimes  higher  in  winter.  The  ague  for- 
merlj  prevailed  much,  but  for  fome  years  has  greatly  fub- 
fided.  This  may  be  owing  to  the  improvement  of  the 
country  by  drains,  and  to  the  people's  being  better  fed  and 
clothed. — ^They  are  now  getting  above  the  prejudices  a- 
gainft  inoculation.  This  happy  difcovery  for  the  prefer- 
vation  of  mankind  is  more  and  more  pradifed,  and  with 
the  greateft  fuccefs.  The  writer  of  this  account,  as  well  as 
his  predeceflbrs,  has,  in  his  intercourfe  with  the  parifliion- 
ers,  laboured  to  obviate  their  fcmples,  and  recommended 
the  pra£tice.  Through  fuch  perfuafion,  feveral  children 
have  been  inoculated,  whofe  parents  have  afterward  ex- 
prefled  their  gratitude.  It  is  hoped,  that  in  a  fbort  time,  a 
praAice  will  become  univerfal,  which  has  been  already 
begun,  and  through  the  blef&ng  of  God,  will  continue  to 
be  a  mean  of  laving  many  in&nts  from  an  early  grave* 

ReSgioftf  &c. — Notwithftanding  the  many  religious  fefia<« 
ries  which  exift  here,  a  fpirit  of,  mutual  forbearance  pre- 
vails. That  inveterate  rancour,  to  which  the  diviiiona 
in  our  church  gave  birth  about  50  years  ago,  is  now  almoft 
worn  away  through  the  friendly  aid  of  time,  the  only  cure 
for  fuch  an  evil.  All  x>arties  are  difpo&d  to  live  in  peace, 
and  to  interchange  the  offices  of  good  neighbourhood  with 
one  another.  In  fo  large  a  fociety,  as  may  be  expeded, 
exceptions  muft  be  made.  In  general,  however,  the  peo- 
ple have  always  been  diftmguUhed  for  their  good  (enie, 

fobriety^ 
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fobriety^  and  a  decent  and  onifqrm  attendance  upon  pobfie 
ofdinaaces*  Hiofe  who  adkere  to  the  Eftabliihed  Chnicby 
are  fteadj  in  their  attachment  to  her  principles  and  govern* 
menty  and  are  eqnallj  removed  from  a  fiery  bigotted  .zeal, 
and  from  a  lukewarm  indilfeience  about  retigioQ. 

Stipend^  ScUait  &C.-— The  Duke  of  Bucckugh  is  patron. 
The  ftipend^  including  L.  lOO  Scots  for  Gommnnion««]e- 
menu,  is  48  boUiof  vidjonU  a^jds  oat-meal»  and  i^jd  bear, 
and  L.  886  :  13  :  4  Scota.  The  glebe  confifts  of  4  Scots  ai- 
cres»  of  the  worft  land  in  the  neighbourhood^  lies  at  an  in- 
conv|Bnient  difiance  from  the  manfe,  and  has  always  been 
reckoned  by  the  difierent  incumbents  to  be  inc^raible  of 
improvement,  and  fcarcely  worth  the  labouring.  It  is 
hoped,  that  the  heritors  will  iboo  fee  the  propriety  of  re- 
moviog  this  inconvenience,  in  return  for  the  many  fertile 
fields  thrown  into  their  hsmds  by  the  Prdbyterians  at  the 
Reformation,  efpecially  as  the  miniOer  receives  only  L.  20 
Scots  for  a  grab  glebe.^-»The  fchoolmafter's  ialary,  and  o- 
ther  emoluments,  are  about  L.  20  yearly,  befides  the  feee 
of  teaching  in  general  near  80  Icholafs.  He  has  alio  a 
commodious  dwelUng-hoofe,  and  a  tolerable  garden.  The 
ftated  fchool-fees  are,  the  quarter,  for  Engliih  is.  6d. ;  for 
writing  28.;  for  writing  and  arithmetic  2s.  6d.i  and  for 
Latin  5  s.  For  the  accommodation  of  the  highland  part  of 
the  parifh.  Mr  Robert  Moffat,  portioner  of  Threepwood, 
mortified,  in  the  year  1759,  the  fum  of  1000  merks  Scots, 
the  intereft  of  which  is,  in  terms  of  the  deed  of  mortifica«. 
cation,  applied  towards  the  maintenance  of  a  ichoolmafter 
in  that  quarter. 

Poor. — ^The  poor  are  fOpported  by  a  voluntary  aflefl^ 
mcnt  of  heritors,  moft  of  whom  are  fenara,  and.  by  the  pOp 
bUc  coUedioas  made  at  the  chncchrdoors:  upon  Snadnys.  | 

For 
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for  this  paqKifet  they  ngukurly  meet  once-erety  qvarter^ 
akmg  with  the  iurk^feffioo,  to  coofider  the  ftate  of  the 
poor*  At  fttch  meetings  apphottioiis  are  made  for  ad* 
miffiott  to  the  chari^-roU,  and  a  weekly  penfion,  or  a  tem- 
porary fupply»  is  granted.  No  plan  that  has  been  adopted 
or  conceived  can  be  more  juft  or  beneficial  than  the  one 
adopted  here.  By  the  lower  clafles  of  people  the  lands  are 
eokiratedy  and  their  value  increaied.  To  whom,  there- 
liDfe,  can  they  fo  natorally  look  &r  aoAintenance,  whdi, 
tkroogh  age  at  diileafei  tibey  ture  unable  to  provide  for 
thcmfelves,  as  to  thofe  who  may  have  reaped  the  firoits  of 
their  poft  indiiftry,  when  in  the  vigoor  of  their  days,  ^nd 
fiivonred  with  health  and  ftrengdi  ?  As  the  noiNrefiding, 
as  well  as  the  lefidtn^  heritors^  are  liibjcd  to  this  afleff- 
nent ;  and  as  it  is  impofed  according  to  the  valuation  of  their 
refpedive  properties,  they  are  burdened  only  in  proportion 
to  their  fuppofed  advantages,  from  the  paft  induftry  and  ex- 
penditure of  the  poor.  Upon  the  fame  principle,  commerce  ^  ^ 
might  become  an  objeA  of  afleflment,  the  value  of  which, 
<(if  not  left  to  the  capricious  jodgment  of  acfluming  fnperi- 
ors,  but  to  an  equitable  jury),  might,  without  entering  in- 
to the  fecrets  of  trade,  be  nearly  afcertained  *. 

In 


*  To  prevent  anneceffiu'yTtpplications,  none  are  admitted  upon  the  roll, 
wltfaont  firft  fiirrendering  all  their  little  effedh,  of  which  a  regular  in- 
▼d%ory  is  taken ;  and  which  effedls  are,  upon  the  pauper's  deceafe,  but 
»ot  fooner,  fold  for  the  benefit  of  the  public.  As  their  pride  is  generally 
ifiterefted  to  retain  thefe  effeds  as  long  as  poflSble,  few  make  application 
HU  forred  by  dire  neccflity.  In  cafes  of  temporary  diftrefs,  however, 
anid  where  there  is  no  appearance  of  a  continuing  burden,  fuppfy  is  granted 
wiihoat  this  furrender.  The  weekly  penfions  are  imall«  and  do  not  alto- 
gether fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  charitable  affiilance  from  ifriends  and 
neighbours.  This  will  appear  from  the  f(^owing  ftatement :  For  the 
laA  to  yean,  the  average  number  of  poor  upon  the  roll,  has  been  148 
pcrfons  ;  the  annual  expence  of  whofe  mainteMkicc,.  has  amounted  to  onljr 
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In  addition  to  the  above  valuable  account,  tranfmitted  hf 
the  Revefend  Mr  Thomfon,  the  prefent  niinifter,  it  maj 
not  be  improper  to  fubjoin  the  following  fliort  eztra&i 
from  a  "  Defcription  of  the  parifli  of  Melrofe/'  publiflied 
in  1743,  by  the  Reverend  Mr  MUne,  then  paftor  of  that 
pari(h. 

Abheys.^»Th^  Monaftery  of  Old  Melrofe  was  probably 
founded  about  the  end  of  the  fizth  century.  Bede  *  gtvea 
us  an  account  of  its  fituation  on  the  bank  of  the  Tweed  f  , 
and  like  wifd'of  its  abbots.  This  place  was  a  fiimons  nurfery 
for  learned  and  religious  men  ;  and  probably  continued  till 
the  other  one  at  the  prefent  Melrofe  was  founded  by  Ring 
David.    The  convent  of  Old  Melrofe  was  iflclofed  whh  a 

ftooer 

L.  87*  Ss-  ^^ntil  lately*  the  heritors  made  a  demand  of  one  half  of  tli« 
weekly  calle^iuns,  and  allowed  the  other  half  to  be  diftributed  by  the 
kirk-felHon  ;  but  confidering  that  their  terms  of  meeting  are  diftant,  ani 
that  a  great  deal  of  diftrefs  might  intervene,  which  would  reqaire  infUm 
relief,  they  have  now  given  up  the  whole  collections,  to  be  diftributed  bf 
the  feffion.  Thefe  colledlions  are  employed  to  meet  the  wants  of  fuch 
as  may,  through  difeafe,  be  reduced  to  a  temporary  poverty ;  to  augment 
the  penfiens  of  thole  upon  the  heritors  roll  if  found  neceflary ;  and  if  the 
funds  will  admit,  the  heritors  fometimes  recommend  fome  of  their  peti^ 
tionen  for  a  temporary  fupply,  to  be  relieved  out  of  them.  For  thefe 
reafons,  there  are  no  beggars  in  the  parifii,— ^hat  ouifance  to  fociety.  ami 
oppreflSen  upon  the  public,  particularly  upon  well-difpol'ed  people  iu  the 
lower  ranks,  who  are  lefs  able  to  bear  it.  In  no  place,  indeed,  are  the 
poor  better  attended  to,  or  fupported  at  fo  fmall  an  ezpence.  Charitf 
is  her3  reduced  to  a  regular  fyftem  of  operation,  which  does  not  leave  it» 
obje^s  to  a  precarious  fubfiftence,  but  fecuves  for  them  a  certain  well-, 
regulated  relief  in  the  day  of  poverty  and  diftrefs ;  and  the  objedH  of  A 
^    Mt  as  happy  as  their  reduced  circumftances  will  admit.. 

•  The  Venerable  Bede  was  bom  A.  D.  bf]^ 

\  Bcdfi's  Hiftory,  tV.  17. 
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^t»t  watt,  rtachinf  .from  Ifa^  Ibuth  corner. to. the.  weft  cor- 
aer.of  the  Twe^,  where >  the  neck  of  land  is  narrow ;  an^ 
the  firaadatioiis  of  the. wall  are.ftUl  to  be  £tr^n.  I  ^o  nyt 
think  th«rehasheen  anj  great  building  about  it ;  for  as  Be4e 
acquaints  ns,  their  churches  then  were  all  ^f  oak,  and  co« 
Ytred  with  reeds.  TJje  fituation  of  the  plaqe  is  moil  pl^a- 
ianc  and  agreeable,  being  almoil  furrounded  by  Tweed, 
and  having,  a  fine.profpeft  towards  Gladfwood. 

About  a  mUe  to  the  weft  of  this  on  the  Tweed,  ftands 
the  village  of  Newftead,  a  place  remarkable  for  anoUicr 
abbe  J  on  the  eaft  fide  of  it,  called  Red  Ahhty-Jleed* 

About  half  a  mile  from  Newfle^d,  on  the  {'ssa^  fout;h 
fide  of  the  Tweed,  ftands. the  prefent  Ahhey  of  Mdrofe,  .It 
is  &mous  fpr  its  monafierj,  which  was  very  large  and  fpa- 
ciousy  as  appeals  from  the  ruins  of  it  yet  remaining ;  one 
of  the  moft  magnificent  in  the  kingdom  -,  and  continues  fiiU 
to  be  the  admirayon  of  ftrangers,  who,  in  refpe^  of  the 
height  and  embelliihment  of  its  columns,  with  all  kind  of 
fenlpture,  the  beauty  of  its  ftones,  and  fymmetry  of  its  parts, 
reckon  it  one  of  the  beft  of  the  Gothic  ftru£tures  they  have 
feen.  It  was  founded  by  King  David  in.  1 136 ;  dedicated  to 
the  Virgin  M^ry,  and  endowed  with  large  revenues  and  ma* 
ny  immunities,  as  appears  by  the  charters  granted  to  the  ab- 
bot and  convent,  by  eurkings*  The  monks  w^re  Cider- 
tians,  and  the  moti^ftery  of  Melrofe  was  a  mother-church 
or  norfery  for  all  of  that  order,  in  nuny  various  and  remote 
regions  of  Scotland. 

The  church  is  built  in  the  form  of  St  John's  crofs.  The 
chancel,  which  is  a  very  ftately  fabric,  is  ftill  ftanding  \  its 
roof  is  very  curious,  and  has  much  of  the  Scripture  hiiip;*/ 
upon  it.  •  I  have  taken  the  meafure  of  what  is  ftanding  of 
this  church,  akhough  mu^h  of  the  weft  part  is  fo  entir^^ly 
demolUhed,  that  we  cannot  know  how  far  it  has  reached 
in  that  dlrediou.    Its  juft  length  b  238  feet-,  breadth  137^9 
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circumference  about  943  ;  height  of  the  foath  window  249 
breadth  16;  height  of  the  eaft  window  34-^,  breadth  15I; 
height  of  the  ftecple  75  ;  the  fpire  gone.  The  eaft  window, 
at  which  was  the  great  altar,  is  a  beautiful  Itrudure  ;  con- 
fifting  of  4  pillars  or  bars,  with  a  great  deal  of  curious  work 
between  them;  and  on  each  fide,  a  great  number  of  niches 
for  ftatues.  On  the  top,  an  old  man  with  a  globe  in  his 
left  hand,  refting  on  his  knee,  and  a  young  man  on  his 
right ;  both  in  a  fitting  pofture,  with  an  open  crown  over 
their  heads.  On  the  north  and  fouth  of  this  window,  are 
two  others  of  fmaller  dimenfions.  The  niches  are  curiouf- 
Ij  carved,  both  the  pedeflals  and  canopies,  and  on  which 
feveral  figures  of  men  and  animals  are  curiouflj  cut.  On 
the  fouth-eaft  of  this  church  are  a  great  manj  muficians 
admirably  cut,  with  much  pleafantneis  and  gaiety  in  their 
countenances,  accompanied  with  their  various  inilniments. 
Alfo  nuns  with  their  veils ;  fome  of  whom  richly  drefied. 
The  fouth  window  is  very  much  admired  for  its  height 
and  curious  work  man  (hip :  Niches  are  on  each  fide  and  a-> 
bove  it,  where  have  been  ftatues  of  our  Saviour  and  the 
apolUes.  Befides,  there  are  many  other  figures  on  the  eaft, 
or  on  the  weft  fide  of  this  window  :  Monks  curioufly  cut, 
with  their  beards,  cowls  and  beads:  A  cripple  on  the  back 
of  a  blind  man  :  Several  animals  cut  very  nicely,  as  boars, 
greyhounds,  lions,  monkies  and  others.  There  are  about 
68  niches  in  whole  ftanding ;  the  ftatues  were  only  demo* 
liflied  about  the  1649. 

So  far,  with  reiped  to  the  outfide  of  the  church*  With- 
in, on  the  north  fide  of  the  crois  are  beautiful  pillars,  and 
the  fculpture  as  firefh  as  if  it  had  been  newly  cut.  On  the 
weft  fide  is  a  ftatue  of  St  Peter  with  a  book  open,  his  right 
band  on  it,  and  two  keys  hanging  on  the  left.  On  tho 
Ibuth  fide  of  this  ftatue,  is  that  of  St  Paul  with  a  fword.  In 
the  middle  of  the  crols  ftood  the  fteeple,  a  piece  of  noble  ar- 
o  chiteAure. 
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diitefture,  a  quarter  of  it  jet  ftanding,  but  the  fpire 
gone.  The  roof  of  the  fouth  fide  of  the  crofs  is  dill 
fiandingy  where  is  a  beautiful  ilair-cafe,  much  admired  by 
ftrangers,  the  roof  of  it  winding  like  a  fnail  cap.  There 
was  within  the  church  a  vaft  number  of  fonts  curiouflj 
carved,  and  where  were  altars  dedicated  to  various  faints. 
In  the  portion  of  the  church  where  worfliip  is  at  prefent 
performed,  are  two  rows  of  pillars  of  excellent  workman- 
fliip,  efpeciailj  that  to  the  fouth -eaft,  which  for  the  fine- 
iie&  of  it,  looks  like  Flander's  lace. 

With  regard  lafily,  to  what  was  in  part,  or  altogether, 
ieparated  from  the  body  of  the  church,  there  was  a  clojfler 
on  the  north  fide,  a  part  of  the  walls  of  which  is  ftill  re- 
maining; and  where  may  be  obferved  pleafant  walks  and 
feats,  with  a  great  deal  of  fine  flowers  nicely  cut  as  lilies, 
&c.  alfo  ferns,  grapes,  houfe-leeks,  efcalops,  fir  cones,  &c. 
The  door  at  the 'north  entry  of  the  church  is  curioufly  em- 
bofled,  and  the  foliage  here,  and  in  feveral  places  of  the 
church,  very  beautiful.     There  were  alfo  here  a  vaft  many 
fine  buildings  within  the  convent,  for  the  refidence  and  fer- 
vice  of  the  abbot  and  monks,  with  gardens  and  other  con- 
veniencies ;  all  this  inclofed  within  an  high  wall,  about  a 
mile  in  circuit.     Befides  the  high  church,  there  has  been  a 
large  fine  chapel,  where  the  manfe  now  is,  and  another  houfe 
adjoining  to  it,  where  the  foundations  of  the  pillars  are  ftill 
to  be  feen.     On  the  north  fide  of  this  houfe,  there  has  been 
a  curious  oratory  or  private  chapel,  the   foundations  of 
which  have  been  difcovered  this  year,  and  a  large  ciftem 
of  one  ftone,   with  a  leaden  pipe  conveying  the  water  to 
it. 

Campsj  See. — A  little  to  the  fouth  of  Melrofe  are  the 
ftree  EUdon  hills.    The  bait  of  them  may  be  ia  compafii 
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6  or  J  miles  \  the  height  of  two  of  them  to  the  north  sboot 
I  j  mile.  On  the  top  of  the  north-eaft  hill  are  plain  vef- 
tiges  of  a  Roman  camp  well  fortified,  with  two  fofles  and 
mounds  of  earth,  more  than  i^  mile  in  circuit,  with  a  large 
plain  near  the  top  of  the  hill,  on  which  maj  be  feen  the 
pTittorium^  or  the  general's  quarter,  furrounded  with  caanj 
huts.  It  has  all  the  properties  of  a  well  chofen  camp,  ac* 
cording  to- the  rules  of  Vegetius,  There  is  a  large  profpcd 
from  it  of  all  the  couQtry  ;  it  has  manj  fprings  of  good 
water  near  it ;  the  fides  of  the  hill  have  been  covered  with 
wood,  and  the  camp  is  of  that  extent,  that  neither  man, 
beaft  nor  baggage  could  be  ftraitened  for  room.  On  the 
north  fide  of  the  middle  hill,  Mr  Mihie  feems  to  place  a 
fecond  camp,  from  which  he  fays  is  a  large  ditch  for  % 
miles  to  the  weft,  reaching  to  another  camp  on  the  top  of 
Caldfliiclhill.  This  camp  (probably  he  means,  that  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  middle  hill)  has  been  Aronglj  fortified 
with  a  double  trench,  and  the  circumvaUations  of  it  conti- 
nued for  a  i;ood  way.  This  camp,  with  that  called  Cafile- 
fleed,  makes  almoll  a  triangle  with  the  Is^rge  camp  on  £i}- 
don  hills. 

To  the  S.  W.  of  thefc  hills  there  has  been  a  beautiful 
military  road,  raifed  in  fome  places  hi|^  above  the  ground, 
and  of  aconfiderable  breadth,  with  military  ftations  in  fome 
places  upon  it.  In  fome  parts  it  is  carried  through  lakes  and 
marihes,  and  has  bad  a  communication  with  the  camp  at 
Caldfhiels,  and  likewife  with  another  camp  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  Tweed  called  the  Rink* 

On  the  head  of  the  hill,  on  the  fido  of  which  the  village 
of  Gattonfide  is  founded,  north  of  the  Tweed,  there  haa 
been  a  large  camp.  It  has  a  wall  around  it  of  ftone,  about 
half  a  mile  in  compafi.  About  half  It  mile  firom  this  camp 
MP  the  eaft,  on  the  top  of  the  biU»  oppofite  to  Newftead* 

there 
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tfiere  has  been  a  large  camp  with  a  deep  ditch.  It  feema 
to  have  been  about  3  quarters  of  a  mile  in  ciicumferencey 
and  b  called  the  Chefter-know  or  KnolL 

Mr  Mifaie  defcribes  other  camps,  feveral  of  them  large^ 
and  gives  an  account  of  other  anti^uitiea  and  particulars  re« 
ferxin^  to  (bis  par^. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER    VTI. 


PARISH    OF   INNERKIP, 


(County  of. Renfrew,  Stnod  of  Glasgow  and  Atr^ 
Presbytery  OF  Paislei.) 


By  the  Rru.  Mr  Thomas  Brown. 


Namtf  Extent^  &c. 

THE  fituadon  feetns  to  have  given  rife  to  the  name, 
which  is  partlj  Gaelic ;  InncTj  by  fome  called  /»- 
ver^  implies  the  *  mouth  of  a  river/  which  agrees  with  the 
fituation  of  the  church  and  village;  immediately  below 
which,  the  fmall  river  Kifi  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea,  or 
firith  of  Clyde.  This  parifh  b  bounded  bj  the  frith  of 
Clyde  upon  the  W.  and  N.  In  length,  from  £•  to  W. 
along  the  (hore,  it  is  7  miles  in  a  firaight  line  ;  but  confi- 
derably  longer,  if  all  the  little  bays  were  followed ;  in 
breadth,  6  miles.  It  was  much  more  extenfive  two  cen- 
turies ago,  comprehending  then  the  two  pariflies  of  Gree- 
nock. 

Climate  and  Surface.^-Fvom  fituation,  the  climate  is  ra- 
ther wet|  and  rains  are  frequent  and  heavy  j  yet  very 

healthy, 
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healtfaj,  by  means  of  the  fea-air^  which  feldom  allows  anjr 
fi)gs  or  noxious  miib  to  fettle  down,  nor  froft  and  fnow  to 
continue  long.  Bj  this  the  fumoier  heat  is  alfo  mode- 
rated to  a  ver J  deiirable  equality.  The  inhabitants  are 
feldom  viiited  by  epidemical  diflempers,  or  local  difeafes. 
The  rheumatifm  is  indeed  complained  of,  but  not  gene- 
rally. Great  numbers  of  children  are  fometimes  fweeped 
off  bj  the  fmall  pox.  An  unconquerable  averfion  to  in- 
oculation, expofes  them  at  all  ages  to  this  difeafe,  which 
is  very  fatal,  when  of  a  bad  kind.  Though  there  is  no  in- 
fiance  of  remarkable  longevity,  jet  there  are  many  of  con- 
fiderabie  age  ;  it  is  not  uncommon  to  fee  men  and  women  . 
of  80  employed  daily  in  their  ufual  labour  \  and  one  wo- 
man is  confiderablj  above  90.  The  furface  of  the  countryp 
m  general,  is  no  lefs  plealing  to  the  eye,  than  the  fituatioa 
is  conducive  to  health.  From  the  fhore  to  the  S.  £.  is  a 
gradual  and  irregular  afcent,  beautifully  varied  with  plains, 
gentle  declivities^  and  eminences  clothed  with  furze  and 
broom,  interfered  by  fmall  rivers  or  burns,  which  are  fome- 
times loll  in  deep  glens,  (haded  with  wood,  and  fometimes 
water  rich  and  fertile  meadows.  On  one  fide,  furrounded 
with  lofcy  mountains^  covered  with  heath ;  on  the  other,, 
wafhed  by  the  frith  of  Clyde,  conflantly  crowded  with  the 
foreign  and  coailing  trade  to  and  from  Greenock;  the 
towering  fummltsof  the  Ifle  of  Arran  terminate  the  view 
to  the  S.  W. 

Soil  and  Agriculture. — The  foil  upon  the  (hore  is  Kght^ 
fandy,  and  of  quick  vegetation  \  farther  in  the  country,  it 
is  a  little  wetter,  and  more  inclined  to  a  red  gravel.  The 
moor-grounds  are  covered  with  heath,  and  in  fome  places 
afford  mofs  of  a  confiderable  depth.  More  than  one  half 
of  the  pariih  is  moor,  and  a  great  part  of  that  a  common 
ondiTided ;  a  coniiderable  part  natural  meadow,  and  the 

remaindey 
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remainder  arable*  But  as  no  meafarement  has  bc«n  ttkeo, 
how  many  acres  are  of  each,  cannot  be  conjedured.  From 
the  appearance  of  the  country,  it  may  be  fuppoied  that 
more  land  was  in  tillage  50  years  ago  than  at  prefcnt. 
Mod  part  of  the  arable,  and  a  great  part  of  the  low  paAure 
lands,  are  inclofed  with  good  ftone  fences,  which  the  pro- 
prietor ereds,  on  the  tenant  paying  ']^  per  cent,  for  out- 
laid money,  and  on  condition  he* leaves  them  fencible  at 
the  end  of  his  leafe.  Agriculture  here  has  made  but  Qow 
progress,  and  ftill  the  improvement  of  land  is  little  attended 
to ;  perhaps  for  the  following  reafons  :  The  foil,  which  if 
light,  will  hardly  bear  the  labour  reqaifite  to  clear  it  of 
weeds  \  and  when  put  into  a  ftate,  from  which  a  good  crop 
might  be  expeftcd,  it  is  eafily  hurt  by  the  feverity  of  dry 
or  wet  weather.  Allowing  the  crop  to  anfwer  the  expec- 
tation of  the  farmer,  the  price  it  brings,  is  feldom  a  fuffi^ 
cient  compenfation  for  ezpenfe  and  labour  ;  this  is  owing 
to  the  immenfe  quantity  of  grain  imported  into  Greenock, 
and  from  which  port  it  is  circolated  through  the  country, 
to  a  great  diftance,  whereby  it  is  kept  lower  than  in  moft 
inland  places*  Another  thing  which  impedes  agriculturei 
is,  the  farmer  pays  his  rent  much  eafier  from  his  dairjr 
than  his  plough ;  and  for  his  encouragement,  he  ,finds  a 
ready  market,  arid  good  prices  for  all  kinds  of  produce, 
grain  excepted,  in  the  town  above  mentioned.  In  order  to 
favour  this  mode  of  farming,  great  part  of  the  land  is 
thrown  into  grais ;  fo  much  only  is  ploughed,  as  is  bareljr 
fufficient  to  fuppprt  the  cattle  through  winter.  The  me« 
thod  of  working  land  in  general,  is  to  reft  it  3  or  4  years, 
and  plough  it  a  %  feldom  doing  any  more  to  it,  than  what 
their  cattle  and  manure  do.  The  dung  of  the  cattle  is  ufed 
in  railing  barley  and  potatoes^  which  are  excellent  in  quali- 
ty, and  frequently  confiderable  in  quantity  \  befides  thofe 
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^mifiuiied  in  the  parifh,  manj  bolls  arc  earned  to  Gree« 
flock. 

From  this  method  of  farming,  there  are  fome  exceptions 
among  the  tenants ;  and  efpecially  2  or  3  heritors,  who  do 
the  lands  they  hold  in  their  own  hands  great  juftice,  and 
arc  well  repaid.     Excepting  what  is  done  by  thefe,  agti. 
culture  is  nearly  in  the  fame  ftate  it  was  50  years  ago.  Du- 
ring  many  years,  the  farms  have  been  increafing  in  extent^ 
as  well  as  in  valua,  confequcntly  at  prefent  much  dimi- 
niihed  in  number.     The  number  of  acres  in  crop  cannot 
well  be  known.   If  the  feafon  be  favourable  for  ploughing^ 
the  price  of  cattle,  and  the  produce  of  the  dairy  low,  irior© 
is  thrown  into  crop  than  when  thefe  are  otherwife.  Crops, 
in  general,  arc  but  very  moderate,  as  may  readily  be  ex- 
peded,   from  the  manner  of  improving,  and  coofift  chiefly 
of  oats  and  a  little  barley.    Rye  grafe  has  been  introduced, 
but  is  not  much  foUowcd  after.     The  cdd  Scots  plough, 
drawn  by  3  horfcs,  is  moftly  in  ufe.    Ploughing  commonly 
begins  about  the  middle  of  March,  fowing  the  firft  week 
of  April,  reaping  the  end  of  September,  or  beginning  of 
Oftober.     The  farmer  generally  holds  his  own  plough, 
where  there  arc  no  children,  or  not  grown  up.     As  the 
tillage  is  not  great,  the  produce  is  not  nearly  fufficient  for 
the  inhabitants.     Though  there  are  few  farms,  if  any,  ia 
the  parifli,  that  can  be  called  ftore  farms,  yet  there  are  50 
Of  60  fcores  of  flieep;  almoft  one  half  of  thefe  are  allowed 
to  range  in  the  common  moor,  during  fummer,  and  come 
4own  to  the  low  grounds  in  winter.    I^e  price  of  lands 
be  a  proof  of  value,  here  they  fall  nothing  below  thofe 
fyftcmaricattjr  improvcn  j  when  fdd,  which  is  felddm,  they 
bring  from  40  to  50  years  purchafe.     The  valued  rent  of 
the  pariih  is  ^3177  Scots.* 
Vol.  IX.  N  Population^ 

M  «Z1'/  f  ^aT  1:^  ''^^^•^-^«  «P«»ifc  of  conntnr  labour  i, 
•l^-ffent  •Imoil  double  of  what U  ww  30 y«« ago.    Thi.  i.  i„,t  fo 
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Po^«&rio».— According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  was  then  1590.  It  may  be  fuppofed,  froni 
feveral  circumftances,  that  the  number  of  inhabitants  in 
this  parifli  has  rather  decreafed.  In  ^Imoft  every  part  of 
^e  pariih  ruins  of  dwellinghoufes  are  feen  ;  and  the  fxnall 
farms  which  belonged  to  thefe,  annexed  to  others.  The 
villages,  as  might  have  been  expefled,  have  not  much  in^ 
creafed  \  alfo  mofl  of  the  young  men,  haying  an  inclination 
for  a  feafaring  life,  leave  this  place,  and  fettle  where  they 
are  employed.  From  thefe  reafons,  it  is  to  be  conceived, 
that  the  inhabitants  are  not  fo  numerous  as  formerly. 
From  an  account  taken  in  the  1792,  the  number  appears  to 
be  of  famjlies  344  ;  of  foub  1280.  Of  thefe,  almoft  in  each 
of  the  villages,  Daff  and  Gourock,  is  i-3d ;  the  other  third 
^n  the  country  part.     Males  and  females  are  nearly  equal. 

There 


much  owing  to  the  increafe  of  labour,  as  to  the  decreafc  of  hands.  Ever 
itnce  fmall  farms  and  cottages  became  parts  of  larger  pofleiTions,  the  num- 
ber of  hands,  who  work  for  hire,  has  diminifhed.  The  efiei^  of  this  was 
confiderably  felt  formerly,  but  of  late  more  fenfibly.  The  country  is  now 
fo  much  drained  of  its  ufeful  labourers,  by  the  different  manufadlures, 
that  the  farmer  can  hardly  either  find  fervants,  or  aiford  the  high  wages. 
Any  advance  he  has  upon  the  different  produ<flions  of  his  farm,  with  dif- 
(iculty  bal^dtes  the  rife  of  rents.  A  plonghman*s  wage  is  from  L.  9  to 
Ja,  1 2,  with  vidluals;  a  woman's,  from  L.  3  to  L..4;  a  mafon*s,  as.  a  car- 
penter or  houfe-wright^i  s.  8  d.  a-day  ;  a  day-labourer,  I  s.  6d.  There 
are  fome  both  higher  fll  lower  than  thefe.  The  neceifaries  of  life,  that 
cannotW  brought  from  a  coufiderable  diftance.  have  greatly  xncreafed^ 
«nd  are  ftill  increafing,  meal  excepted.  Oat-meal  of  this  cwsntry  produce, 
rates  commonly  from  1 1  d.  to  i  s.  1  d.  but  feldom  above  i  s.  the  peck ; 
beef,  from  6  s.  to  5  s.  6  d.  the  ftone ;  mutton,  from  5  d.  to  6^  d.  the  pound ; 
fre(h  butter,  from  lo  d.  to  i  s.  the  pound  ;  fait  butter,  13  s.  the  ilone ;  po- 
Utoes,  at  a  mediosn,  6d.  a  peck.  Wnite  fifli,  haddocks,  and  cod,  new 
Uken,  are  fold  at  z  d.  the  pound ;  falmon,  4-1-d. 
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There  arc  under  10  years  of  age,        -  30X 

Between  10  and  30,             —             —  326 

30  and  JO,             —            —  316 

■               50  and  70,             —            —  287 

—  70  and  90,              — .             ..  ^9 

AboYe   90,              ^  —                      — i  1 

1280 

Among  thefe,  there  are  in  the  pariih,  of  rope-fpin* 
ners,  and  employed  about  that  work,  49 

Weavers,  —  —  33 

Shoemakers,  -*-.«.«»,  9 

Wrights,  —  ^  ^  7 

Tailors,  —  —  -^5^ 

Mafons,  —  —  —        ^ 

Employed  in  Jierring-filhing,  -^  48 

.■  in  white-fiflimg,  —  -*—         14 

Befides  thefe,  feveral  go  out  occafionally  to  filh  whitings, 
haddocks,  cod,  £tc.  who  are  at  other  times  otherwife  em- 
t»loyed. — ^Births  taken,  at  an  average  of  8  years,  27 ; 
deaths  23  ;  marriages  9.-*-There  is  in  tlte  pariih  at  prefent 
I  forgeon. 

Stipend^  Sdbool,  Poor,  Wr. — The  ftipend  is  78  bolls  of 
meal,  and  L.  350  Scots  of  money.  The  glebe  coniifts  of 
4  acres,  all  arable.  Neither  ftipend  nor  glebe  have  been 
augmented  thefe  120  years.  There  ftre  few  Seceders  in 
the  pariih.  Befides  the  parilh-church,  there  is  a  place  of 
worfhip  in  the  village  of  Goufock.  Mr  Scott,  the  late 
minifter,  faw  the  inconveniency  of  the  inhabitants  in  that 
part  of  the  parifh,  and  with  much  perfeverance  got  a  houfe 
built  by  fubfcription,  which  ftiU  remains  under  the  direc- 
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tion  of  the  parUh  minifter.  Sir  Michael  Stewart;  ftt-- 
ronety  of  Blackhall,  is  patron. — ^The  fchoolmafter's  fak» 
rj  \z  100  merks  Scots ;  and  the  whole  amount  of  his  in* 
come,  as  teacher  and  feffion -clerk,  is  about  L.  i6  ajear;. 
ibr  which  he  teaches  Englilh  at  i  s.  4  d. ;  writing  at  i  s. 
6  d. ;  arithmetic  at  I  s.  8  d.  a-quarter.  This,  with  his  o- 
ther  perquiiites  and  falar j,  .amounts  only  to  L.  16,  and  with 
this  he  maintains  a  numerous  famil j.  Beiides  the  paro- 
chial fchooF,  there  is  one  in  the  village  of  Grourock,  where 
the  teacher  is  fupported  bj  the  wages,  without  either  fala- 
ryorhoufe.  Neither  of  thefe  fchook  are  fo  well  attended 
as  might  be  expefied,  from  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and' 
the  eafy  terms  on  which  education  is  got. — ^The  poors^ 
funds  are  managed  by  the  feffion,  and  coniifl  of  L.  400 
ftock,  beiides  the  weekly  coUeftions.  Out  of  this,  a  little 
is  allowed  to  about  34,  who  are  on  the  roll,  confiding  of 
thofe  unable  to  work,  and  of  thofe  incapable  to  earn  what 
is  fufficient  to  maintain  themfelves  and  families.  They  re* 
ceive  from  2S.  to  4  s,  6  d.  each  a-month.  Befides  this, 
twice  a  year  the  fum  of  L.  8  or  L.  9  is  divided  among  the 
mod  needy,  fome  of^  whom  are  not  on  the  lift.  The  poop 
live  in  their  own  Uoufes,  and  none  are  allowed  to  beg;  but 
there  are  great  numbers  from  other  places. 

Hoa^.— -The  public  road,  which  runs  through  this  pa^ 
rifh,  and  leads  to  Irvine  and  Ayr,  is  kept  in  good  repaic^ 
by  the  fiatute  labour.  John  Shaw  Stewart,  £fq;  of  Gree- 
tiock,  fome  years  ago  altered  the  line  of  that  part  which 
leads  from  this  to  Greenock,  confifting  of  above  5  miles,  and 
generoufly  executed  the  whole  at  his  own  ezpenfe,  whicb 
is  of  great  utility  to  the  county.  It  is  probable,  that  this, 
with  the  crois  roads,  which  are  very  bad,  will  now  be 
much  better,  by  levying,  at  a  certain  rate,  and  applying 
tiie  money  railed  under  the  dire&ion  of  truilees,  agreeable 
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fcran  aS  of  Pairlianient  obtained  this  ytfkr  for  that  purpoft* 
There  are  no  t«Hs  in  the  parifli,  and  cttJy  one  ferry  acrofe 
the  frith  of  Clyde,  which  is  abont  5  miles  broad,  to  Du- 
Boon  in  Argylelhire. 

Mifceilameem  Obfirvations^^TYkttt  arc  5  heritors, '  Sir 
Michael  Stewart,  Baronet,  of  BlackhaU,  John  Shaw 
Stewart*  Efi);  of  Greenock,  Duncan  Darroch,  £iq;  of 
Goorock,  John  Wallace,  Efq;  of  Kelly,  and  Doncati 
Campbell,  Efq;  of  Langhoafe.  Befides  thefe,  tber«  art 
a  great  namber  of  fmali  feuars  ;^-<wo  heritors  only  reiide. 
Sir  Michael  Stewart,  wbofe  refidence  is  Ardgowan,  is  pro- 
prietor of  the  greateft  part  of  the  parifh.  The  houfe  is  de* 
KghtfiiUy  fitnaced  upon  the  (bore,  about  a  mile  from  the 
ahnrch,  and  commands  a  moft  eztenfive  profpeft  of  the 
frith  of  Clyde.  It  is  large,  and  built  at  difierent  times, 
confining  of  an  old  fquare  tower  of  great  antiquity,  and  a 
modem  dweUing-hoofe,  furrounded  with  a  confiderabfe 
quantity  tif  plantations.  The  lands  round  it  are  well  inclo* 
fed,  and  judieioufly  improved.  The  other  refiding  heri- 
tor is  Duncan  Darroch,  £fq;  whoCe  refidence  is  Gourock, 
pleabntly  fitaated  on  a  large  bay.— There  are  two  vil- 
lages, each  of  which  contain  about  i-jd  of  the  inhabitants, 
as  mentioned  formerly.  Daff,  in  the  barony  of  Inneri&ip, 
Sir  Michael  Stewart's  eftate,  (lands  near  the  church,  is  di- 
fiant  from  Greenock  j^  miles,  and  from  the  village  of  Largs, 
9  miles  on  the  other  fide.  The  other  village*  is  Gourock, 
on  Mr  Darroch's  efiate.  From  fituation,  this  place  is  yttj 
convenient  for  trade,  having  fufiicient  depth  of  water  for 
vefl*els  of  any  burden,  and  good  (helter.  In  this  village,  a 
rope-work  commenced  in  the  1777,  and  fucceeds  welL 
It  employs  at  prefent  49  people,  and  manufaftures  about 
165  tdns  of  hemp  yearly.  The  walk  is  200  fathoms  long, 
tne  half  of  which  is  covered  with  a  flate  roof.     On  the 
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outfide  is  a  walk  for  white-work  of  the  fame  length.-— Id 
the  neighbourhood  of  this  village  an  attempt  was  made  for 
coal  fome  years  ago,  which^  if  fuccelsfal,  wotdd  have  been 
of  great  advantage  to  the  country ;  but  meeting  with  cop- 
per ore,  the  tmdercakers  were  diverted  irom  their  firft  ob- 
jeft.  This  new  difcovery  promifed  well  both  in  richnefs 
and  quantity ;  but  being  wrought  by  a  Company,  who 
were  chiefly  engaged  in  England,  it  was  fo  managed  as  to 
defeat  the  expedition. — On  Sir  Michael's  eftate  are  3 
mills,  a  for  grinding  com,  and  i  for  dreffing  flax.  On  Mr 
Darroch's  eftate  are  2,  i  for  extrafting  oil  from  lintfeed, 
and  the  other  for  wafhing  materials  belonging  to  the  rope- 
work  Company. — There  are  18  public- houfes,  greateft  part 
of  which  might  eafily  be  wanted  ;  however,  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  they  are  very  hurtful  to  the  morals  of  the  peo- 
ple. Only  a  of  thefe  have  a  licence  for  all  kinds  of  li- 
quors.— During  the  fummer  months,  this  place  is  much 
frccniented  for  fea-bathing;  a  number  of  houfes  are  kept 
moftly  furniflied  on  purpofe,  and  hired  by  families  from 
Glafgow,  and  other  inland  places,  which  is  of  great  advan^ 
Uge  to  the  inhabitants. — The  fifli  caught  here,  are  the  fame 
with  thofe  round  the  weft  coaft  of  Scotland  ;  and  there  are 
no  fea-fowls',  nor  land-animab,  fo  remarkable  as  to  defcrve 
particular  defcription. — The  inhabitants  in  generkl  are  ia 
eafy  circumfiances,  fober  and  induftrious. 
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NUMBER    VIII. 
PARISH    or    BIRSE,    • 


(County  and  Stnod  or  Aberdeen,  Presbttert  or 
Kincardine  O'Niel.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  Joseph  Smith. 


Name^  &c. 

THE  ancient  name  of  the  parifli  is  faid  to  have  been 
Prefsf  meaning  in  Gaelic  a  "  wood  or  thicket." 
Great  part  of  the  parifli  was,  and  is  flill  covered  with  na- 
tural wood,  fuch  as  fir,  birch,  aih,  alder,  mountain  aih,  gean 
or  black  cherry,  hollj,  hazel,  afpen,  and  fomc  oaks,  &c. 
Befides  the  natural  wood,  there  are  fonie  thouland  acres 
inclofed  and  planted  with  various  foreft  trees,  fir,  birch, 
afli,  elm,  beech,  plane,  horfe  chcfnut,  fpriice,  larix,  and 
willows  of  all  forts,  &c.  &c.  all  are  in  a  thriving  (late,  and 
many  of  them  already  fit  for  ufe.  The  parifti  then  takes 
its  name  from  this  circumilance,  namely,  its  having  always 
produced  a  deal  of  fine  wood.  The  name  has  bten  gte.  dy 
corrupted.  It  feems  to  have  been  written  Preifs^  then 
BreifSf  and  this  is  infcribed  on  the  communion  cup  about 
9  century  ago.     In  fomc  writings  it  b  called  Brafs^  and 

now 
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now  it  obtains  the  name  of  Birji.  The  names  of  the  gremt- 
er  part  of  the  places  in  the  paiiih  are  evidently  derived 
from  the  Gaelic  language ;  for  example.  Pre/beg^  now  Birji" 
heg^  **  the  little  bufh*/'  Pnfmon^  now  Uirftmwre^  **  the 
large  bufli." 

Extent  and  Situation. — Its  extent  from  £«  to  W.  is  about 
10  meafured  miles,  and,  including  that  range  of  the  Granu 
plan  hilb  belonging  to  the  par^;  its  extent  from  the  ri« 
ver  Dee  on  the  N.  towards  the  S»  is  in  ma^j  places  nothing 
leis.  It  is  indeed  narrower  towards  the  eaft  end  of  the  pa- 
rilht  but  by  all  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted  with  its  ex- 
tent, it  is  deemed  equal  to  a  figure  of  lo  miles  fquare. 
The  parifh  church  is  diftant  from  Aberdeen,  the  neareft 
poft  town,  about  27  meafured  miles.  It  is  the  moil  fou-> 
therly  parifli  in  the  county  of  Aberdeen.  With  fefpecl  to 
the  inhabited  part  of  the  parifh,  it  may  be  divided  into 
three  large  firaths  or  difirids.  The  largeft  of  which,  in 
the  fouth*eaft  end  of  the  parifli  is  called  Feughfide^  (or  vuU 
gjirly  the  Ea^fidi  of  the  hill,  meaning  Citrft  ^ardar,)  H 
has  the  Feugh  running  through  it.  It  i$  about  3  n^iles 
long  and  2  broad.  The  houfe  of  Finzean  is  in  the  north 
weft  comer  of  it,  and  being  furrcunded  on  the  n' rth  and 
weft  by  hills  and  woods,  is  remarkably  (heltered  and  plea* 
fantly  fituated.  Its  name  Finsaanf  is  iaid  by  thofe  con- 
verfant  in  the  Gaelic  language  to  be  defcriptive  oi  its  plea- 
fant  fituation.  The  heritor  has  always  refided.  Dire6lly  weft 
on  the  banks  of  the  Feugh,  and  among  the  Grampian  biUa 
is  fituatcd  the  Foreji  or  Glen-Birfe^  partly  inclofed  and  cul*  . 
tivated,  and  partly  in  common  for  pafturc*  The  middle 
ftrath  or  diftridl  is  called  the  IVatfr,  vulgarly  the  bum  of 
Cbattiej  as  that  bum  mns  through  it.  It  is  about  4  milea 
long  and  i  broad.  On  the  fouth  of  the  burn  is  Midflrath^ 
and  on  the  north  Sallogici  formerly  named  TiUyfiiau^t* 
I  Both 
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Both  are  delightfiillj  fituated,  being  encircled  with  hilk  and 
woods.  The  proprietor  of  Midftrath  has  not  for  fome  time 
refided,  confequently  tlfc  manfion-houfe  is  almoft  a  ruin. 
The  hoofe  of  Ballogie  is  fitted  up  with  tafte  bj  the  pro- 
prietor, who  refides.  In  its  neighbourhood,  and  on  the  public 
road  that  paiTes  through  the  parifh  from  £.  to  W.  is  the 
neat  little  village  of  M arywell,  where  they  are  improving 
the  fields,  and  building  neat  fmall  houfes  under  the  aufpices 
of  Mr  Innes  the  proprietor.  Diredly  weft  on  the  banks 
oftbeChattie  is  Glenchatt,  partly  cultivated,  and  partly 
fet  apart  for  pafture.  The  moft  northerly  diilri^t  is  along 
the  fonth  fide  of  the  Dee ;  through  it  runs  the  burn  of  Birfe. 
In  it  b  Balfour,  where  a  fmall  heritor  refides.  The  church 
and  manfe  are  there  firuated,  very  inconveniently  for  the 
greater  part  of  the  pariih.  Thb  diftrid  is  about  i^  miles 
long,  and  14  broad.  It  is  vulgarly  called  the  Six  Towns. 
The  whole  parifh  is  divided  into  what  was  called  24  towns; 
and  in  the  opinion  of  fome  flcilful  men,  each  town  may 
contain  from  80  to  85  acres  arable.  Upon  this  fuppofition, 
there  may  be  reckoned  about  2000  acres  and  upwards  un- 
der cultivation,  exclufive  of  the  Foreft,  where  there  are  now 
120  acres  and  odds  under  cidtivation.  The  number  of 
acres  under  wood  in  the  pariih  may  be  equal  to  the  num- 
ber under  cultivation.  No  trees,  however,  grow  in  what 
B  called  the  Foreft  ;  yet  tliere  is  reafon  to  believe,  that  it 
once  produced  a  great  deal  of  various  forts,  particularly  hoi* 
ly.  In  fome  old  houfes  in  the  parifti,  fome  wood  that  grew 
in  the  Foreft  ftill  remains ;  tradition  fays,  that  the  remain* 
der  of  the  wood  growing  in  the  Foreft  was  confumed  by 
fire.  The  neareft  farm  to  the  Foreft  is  called  Woodend. 
To  the  parifti  belong  in  property,  or  at  leaft  by  fervitude^ 
four  forefts  or  glens  ;  in  all  of  which,  probably  wood  has 
kxKn  produced,  namely  Glen-Birfe,  Glen-Aven,  Glenchatt, 
and  Glenfleudrum. 
Vol.  IX.  O  Surface^ 
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SurfttCij  Soil  and  Climate.-^Thc  furfsiGe  is  uneven,  hiUjr, 
mnd  even  rockj  and  moummmouc.  It  is  beautifbllj  diver- 
fified  with  hill  and  dale,  wood  an^  water.  Many  fpots  in 
it  are  moft  delightful ;  they  aflbrd  the  pleafores  of  a  rural 
life  in  abundance,  and  fuch  as  can  relifli  thefe  pleafures 
mull  be  highly  delighted  with  the  variegated  appearance 
of  the  country.  The  foil  is  light  and  (harp,  &ndy  in  fome 
places,  in  others  a  dark  brown  loam.  It  is  moftly  on, a 
hard  and  gravelliih  bottom.  In  a  few  places  the  bottom  is 
inclined  to  clay  ;  when  juftige  is  done  to  the  foil,  the  pro- 
'  duce  will  fufficiently  reward  the  huibandnian  for  his  labour 
and  ezpenfe.  The  air  is  pare,  and  the  climate  temperate 
and  healthy.  On  the  banks  of  the  Dee  fnow  lies  not  fa 
long  as  in  fome  other  places.  There  are  no  difeafes  pecu* 
liar  to  the  pariih.  Many  of  the  inhabitants  arrive  at  a  good 
old  age,  as  the  population-table  will  evince.  Some  families 
feem  to  have  their  blood  tainted  with  the  fbrofula;  fome 
complain  of  rheumatifm  (more  frequently  indeed  than  their 
forefathers),  and  a  few  young  people  die  of  confumptions« 
In  general,  however,  they  are  a  blooming  healthy  race^ 
Inoculation  is  praftifed  a  little  with  fuccefs ;  the  fenfiblc 
part  of  the  people  do  not  feem  averfe  from  it. 

HiHj  and  Moffis^  Birds  and  Game,  Wr.— As  th^ re  are  3 
ftraths  or  diflrids  of  which  the  pariQi  is  made  up,  fo  there 
are  3  largtf  ridges  of  hills  taking  their  rife  towards  the  ri<t 
ver  Dee,  and  running  in  a  S.  W.  dire&ion  till  they  termi- 
nate in  the  heart  of  the  Grampians,  of  which  indeed  they  are 
a  part.  Peter-hill,  the  Whitcf-hill,  and  Mulbrax,  arc  in  the 
fouth  ridge. — The  Ords,  the  Shooting-greens,  (over  which 
the  great  road  leading  from  the  river  Dee  to  the  Cairn 
o'Vlount  paffes);  Tomcairn,  Corfe-Dardar,  (over  which 
the  public  road  from  E  to  W.  paffes);  hills  of  MidftratU* 
and  Arntiliy,  Lamachip,  and  Bragke;iltaik,  are  in  the  mid- 
dle 
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^  ridge.     The  moft  northerly  ridge  takes  its  rife  at  Inch- 
beir,  and  lerminates  at  Caimferg.     On  the  W.  of  the  pa- 
riih  are  the  hilb  of  Birfi^ore,  Deuchrj,  and.  Mount  Gku 
niachf   which  is  the  higheft  hill  in   the  pariih.     Indeed, 
Mount  Battach,  or  the  north  fide  of  it,  is  claimed  as  belong- 
ing to  Birfe.     Its  height  by  Garden's  map  of  the  county  of 
Kincardine,   is    iijo   yards   above  the  level  of  the  fea. 
Mount  Battach  is  confiderably  higher  than  Mount  Ganiach, 
^riiich  is  conjeftured  to  be  about  icoo  above  the  level  of 
the  fea.     Peter-hill  and  Mulbrax  are  next  in  height  to 
Mount  Ganiacb,  and  may  be  rated  at  900  yards.     Cairn* 
ferg»  which  is  a  remarkably  confpicuous  conical  mount, 
may  be  about  700  yards.     The  reft  of  the  hills  fall  gra* 
dually  lower  in  their  refpe&i\»e  ridges  northward,  and  eaft« 
ward,  till  the  ridge  enters  the  pariih  of  Strachan,  or  termi- 
nates at  the  river  Dee.   There  has  been  no  map  or  diftinft 
meaiuremeBt  of  this  pariA)-     The  height  of  the  hills  cannot 
therefore  be  exadly  fpedfied.     In  Garden's  map,  the  fitua- 
tion  of  part  of  this  parifh  may  be  feen.     All  the  bill<(  are 
rocky  and  covered  with  heath,  interfperfed  with  pallure, 
firatfis  and  green  vallies.     lliere  on  the  Grampian  hills 
oor  frugal  fwains  do  literally  feed  their  flocks.     The  hills 
produce  a  variety  of  herbs,  the  nanies  and  virtues  of  which 
we  cannot  pretend  to  fpecify ;  alfo  many  forts  of  berries, 
the  blue  berry,  cranberry,  cloudberry;  in  rocky  places, 
the  bramble,  rafp,  and  ftrawberry  of  a  fmall  fixe.     The 
hills  alfo  abound  with  mofs  ;  it  is  indeed  inexhaullible,  but 
of  difficult  accefs.    -In  the  mofles  fituated  in  the  lower 
grounds  of  the  pariih  are  dug  up  the  remains  of  old  oaks, 
urtiich  appear  to  have  been  of  a  prodigious  iize.     In  the 
hiQ  mofles  the  fir  is  found,  commonly  the  root,  and  fome- 
times  th,e  whole  tree,  as  freih  as  if  fallen  yefterday,  al-^^ 
though  it  has  been  buried  hundreds,  perhaps  thoufands  of 
ytars«    The  oaks  are  not  ^uke  fo  freih.     The  hilb  alfo  a- 

bound 
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bound  with  game  of  all  forts,  and  upon  the  return  of  every 
Ihooting  feafon,  the  keen  and  adive  fportfinan  frequents  our 
pariih,  to  enjoy  upon  our  hills  and  moors  his  favourite  a*' 
muiemcnt  *. 

Springs  and  Rivers^  ^r.— Nofpring  or  well  in  the  pariik 
has  acquired  fame  from  its  medicinal  virtue,  yet  fome  mi- 
neral fpriogs  are  to  be  found,  and  have  been  reforted  to  by 
feveral  of  the  inhabitants  on  account  of  fcrofulous,  gra^ 
velliffa  or  (lomachic  complaints.  On  Mount  Ganiach  there 
is  a  well  called  St  Com's  well,  in  honour,  probably  of  the 
celebrated  faint  of  Icolumkil;  but  concerning  this  well 
there  b  no  tradition.     The  pariih  abounds  with  fine  fprings 

or 

*  In  a  country  {b  hilly,  rocky,  tncf  woody  as  this  pariih,  there  is  fach  a 
variety  of  the  feathered  tribe,  as  renders  it  difficult  to  know  the  proper 
names  of  them  all.  Among  the  refident  birds,  may  be  reckoned  eagles 
or  cams-,  (now  rare),  hawks  of  all  kinds,  gledes,  owls  oi  all  kinds,  raoor* 
fowl,  blackcock,  ptarmagan,  partridge,,  heron,  wild-duck,  teal,  fliell- 
drake,  magpie,  raven,  crow,  jackdaw,  the  wood-pigeon,  the  fieldfare,  (ky- 
lark,  wood-lark,  the  bountain,  goldfinch,  the  chaffinch,  the  wren  and 
golden -crefted  dit  - ,  the  fparrow,  redbfeaft»  woodpeckers  of  the  larger 
and  leiTer  kinds,  thrufh,  ftarling,  fnipe,  ouzel,  bat,  tomtit,  common  and 
green  linnet,  yellow-hammer,  blackbird,  and  the  wader,  a  bird  frequent- 
ing running  water,  and  many  others.  The  migratory  birds  are,  the  wood- 
cock, fea-magpie,  Ifwaliow,  martin,  bullfinch,  cuckoo,  wagtait,  (tone- 
chatter,  fmd-lark,  red-fliank,  land-rail,  dotterel,  kingVfiiher,  grey  and 
green  ploter,  &c.  The  bullfinch,  wood-lark,  goldeo^refted  wren,  and 
fome  fay  the  fparrow,  have  only  appeared  within  thefe  ic  years.  In  win- 
ter, the  fnow-birds  refort  in  flocks  to  the  cultivated  parts  of  the  panih, 
and  difappear  as  the  year  revolves,  and  the  weather  turns  mild.' — fhe 
quadrupeds,  befides  domeitic  animals,  are  the  red  and  roe  deer.  Tbeit 
abound  in  our  plantations,  where  the  hind  calves,  and  brings  up  her 
young.  Thefe  are  troublefome  to  the  hiiibandmen.  fielides  the  com- 
mon hare,  we  have  the  mountain-hare,  in  winter,  white  as  fnow  ;  alfo  the 
fox,  badger,  otter,  pole-cat,  martin,  weafel,  and  ermine.  The  wolf, 
when  in  Scotland,  had  vifited  our  mountains ;  for,  towards  the  weft  end 
of  the  pariih,  there  is  a  p^e  in  the  Grampians^  iliU  known  by  tl^e  i 
of  the  Wolf-Holm. 
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ar  wells ;  and  befides,  the  flreams  and  rivulets  liTiung  from 
them,  it  is   watered  by  the  Dee  on  the  north ;  the  Aven 
towards  the  fouth ;  the  Feugh,  the  water  or  burn  of  Chat- 
tie,    and  the  burn  of  Birfe,    running  through  the  three 
ftraths  of  the  pariih.     The  Dee  abounds  with  excellent  £al- 
mon,  grilfe,   fca  trout,  fterlings  (here  called  dowbrecks,) 
trout  and  parr,  with  fome  pikes  and  frefh  water  flounders 
with  finnicks.     Dee  is  faid  to  produce  pearl  (hells,  but 
pearls  have  rarely  been  found.     Feugh  is  the  mod  confi- 
derable  river.     It  alfo  produces  falmon,  and  mod  of  the 
forts  of  fiih  above  mentioned.     It  would  abound  with  them 
all,  were  they  not  flopped  by  a  confiderable  water-fall  near 
its  influx  into  the   Dee,  oppofite  to  Banchory  tern  an,  and 
which  prevents  the  falmon  from  getting  up  unlefs  when 
the  river  is  flooded.     The  Feugh  receives  Aven  before  it 
leaves  the  parifh  of  Birfe  and  the  Dee,  when  running  through 
the  parifh  of  Strachar^  it  is  a  very  rapid  river,   and  ofien 
overflows  its  banks.  The  Aven,  the  Chattie  and  the  bi^rn  of 
'  Birfe,  abound  with  trout  of  all  forts,  alfo  eels.     No  rivers 
or  rivulets  afford  the  angler  better  fport  than  thefe*. 

Agriculture  and  Produce, — It  muft  be  confeiled  that  a- 
griculture  in  this  country  is  rather  in  an  imperfeft  date  ; 
many  of  the  people  continue  rivettcd  in  their  prejudices  a- 
gainft  the  modem  improvements  in  huibandry.     All,  how- 
ever^ 


•  Towards  the  fpawning  feafon,  falmon  grilfe,  and  fea-trout,  come  up 
in  great  numbers  into  the  riven  and  bums,  and  even  into  the  branches  of 
them.  The  fpawning  fcafon  is  thought  to  be  from  the  middle  of  0(£lo- 
ber  to  the  end  of  November ;  during  which  time  fiihing,  which,  by  th* 
by,  u  always  with  the  rod  or  fpcar,  is  prohibited.  We  have,  however,  a 
ipecies  of  falmon,  called  by  the  country  people  candavaigs,  that  frequently 
do  not  fpawn  before  the  month  of  April  or  May ;  thefe.  therefore,  arc  in 
perfeAion  when  the  others  are  not.  They  are  grofler  for  their  length 
than  the  common  falmon,  and  often  f  of  a  large  fize)  upwards  of  20  or  3* 
pound  weight.    They  are  faid  to  come  iioiQ  the  coafts  of  Norway. 
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ever,  muft  allow,  that  thefe  improvements  have  commenced 
in  this  parifh,  and  that  fome  of  the  tenants  have  done  more 
in  the  way  of  farming  to  purpofe,  than  many  of  their  neigh- 
bours in  feveral  places  around.   Several  have  upon  their  pof- 
feflion  a  fmall  limekiln;  they  purchafe  the  limeftone  at  fome 
of  the  quarries  in  the  parifh,  and  burn  it  with  peat,  mixed 
often  with  wood,  or  even  with  fome  coals  from  Aberdeen. 
The  lime  they  lay  upon  the  grounds  has  much  effed.  Some 
however  aver,  that  to  lime  their  ground  is  to  no  purpofe, 
as,  fay  they,  it  has  no  effed,  becaufe  the  ground  is  on  lime- 
ftone :  Whether  this  6e  a  juft  remark,  or  only  an  ezcufe 
for  indolence,  is  left  to  the  ikilful  farmer  to  decide ;  where 
a  fufficient  quantity  of  lime  is  allowed,  it  cannot  fail  to  en- 
fure  a  crop.     Seventy  bolls  of  Midftrath  Kme  flacked,  and 
each  boll  containing  three  com  firlots,  will  be  fufficient  for 
the  word  outfield  in  the  pariih.    When  bought  at  Mid- 
[  ftrath,  each  boll  cofts  is.  4d.  which  indeed  is  very  high  \ 
but  even  at  that  price  little  can  be  burned  for  fale,  as  fuel 
is  at  fo  great  a  diftance.     The  limeftone  is  inexhauftible, 
and  the  lime  of  an  excellent  quality.     Some  are  cleaning 
their  ground,  by  fallowing,  by  a  little  green  cropping,  and 
by  laying  it  down  with  artificial  grafies,  others  are  going 
on  in  taking  2  or  3  fucceftive  crops  of  oats,  and  i  of  bear, 
(when  they  give  the  ground  a  little  dung),  without  allow- 
ing fome  portions  of  their  ground  any  reft  in  a  century. 
Indeed  when  the  poorer  fort  of  it  is  completely  exhaufied 
bj  fucceffive  crops,  they  muft  let  it  reft ;  but  for  years  it  is 
almoft  ufelels.     Some  are  going  on  with  fpirit,  inclofiog 
and  clearing  their  ground  of  ftones.    Others  are  .throwing 
every  impediment  in  the  way  of  the  improver,  by  tramp- 
ling down  the  fences,  and  by  not  only  neglefiing  to  remove 
the  ftones  from  their  fields,  }>ut  even  by  alleging^  that  the 
ftones  are  beneficial  to  the  foil,  and  t^d  to  nouri&  the 
4Xop.    In  the  eaft  end  of  the  parifli,  wfaerc  liming  is  chief- 
ly 
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Ij  ttteftded  to,  it  is  thought  a  capital  blonder  is  commit- 
ted ;  for  the  fdlowing  ib  the  plan  they  have  adopted.  They 
lime,  and  often  at  the  fame  time»  dung  part  of  the  worlt  of 
their  bxm  (ootfield).  They  take  two  fucceffive  crops  of 
oats,  the  effed  of  the  lime  for  the  firft  crop  is  not  very  per« 
ceptiUe,  the  fecond  crop  b  excellent.  Bear  is  fown  for 
the  third  crop,  and  he  who  did  not  lay  on  the  dung  with 
the  lime,  now  does  it.  This  crop  amply  repays  the  ex- 
penfe.  It  is  now  humbly  fubmitted  to  the  Jkilful  impro- 
ver, whether  they  ought  not  with  this  crop  to  fow  it  out 
with  artificial  grafles ;  if  they  did  fo,  they  would  keep  the 
ground  in  heart ;  but  inftead  of  doing  fo,  the  greater  part 
take  other  two  crops  of  oats.  Thefe  they  have  very  good. 
Still  by  this  plan,  however,  and  by  taking  fo  many  crope 
of  oatB,  they  exhauft  the  ground  to  a  great  degree  Any 
part  of  their  infield  which  they  have  cleaned,  and  had  un« 
der  green  crop,  they  generally  lay  down  with  grafles,  and 
to  encourage  them  to  this  laudable  pradice,  Mr  Farquhar* 
£m  d  Finzean,  prefented  feveral  of  his  tenants  with  fome 
quantity  of  graft  feeds  Lift  fpring  \  the  like  b^d  been  done 
by  Mr  Gerard  of  Midftrath,  in  a  former  year.  The  dif- 
tinftion  of  outfield  and  infield  ought  as  much  as  poffible 
to  be  laid  afide,  and  equal  jufiice  (hould  be  done  to  the 
whole  farm,  be  it  fmall  or  great.  Winter  herding  ought 
to  be  praAUed  ;  but  to  this,  they  who  are  leaft  induftrious, 
and  have  leaft  to  care  for,  are,  as  may  be  expefted,  moift  a-^ 
verfe.  The  number  of  acres  under  cultivation  cannot  be 
eafily  afcertained,  they  are  already  rated  at  about  9200, 
more  might  be  improved,  and  certainly  have  been  arable 
on  the  hills  and  moors.  Indeed,  there  might  be  an  addi- 
tion of  (everal  hundred  acres  by  trenching  the  baulks  or 
vafte  flips  of  ground  that  in  many  farms  do  ftill  abound. 
Of  the  above  number  of  acres,  we  may  reckon  one-fixth 
yait  in  lee  or  natural  grais.  A  (mail  proportion  is  annnallj 

in 
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in  green  crop,  not  above  30  acres,  with  the  like  number 
jbivn  out  with  artificial  grafles,  crop  17919  independent  of 
the  farms  in  the  particular  pofieilionof  the  principal  refiding 
heritors,  Finzean  and  Ball  ogie.  Thefe  farms  are  con- 
iiderablj  improved,  and  have  been  for  fome  years  in 
grafs.  The  prcfent  proprietors,  who  lately  came  to  the 
pofltflion  of  their  refpeftive  eflates,  are  now  beginning  to 
put  then^  under  crop  ;  and  Mr  Innes  of  Ballogie  takev 
the  lead  in  improvements  in  the  parifli.  The  number  of 
acres  mentioned  above,  in  green  crop,  and  laid  out  in  grals, 
is  exdufive  of  the  heritors  farms,  which  were  only  be- 
gun to  be  cropped  lad  year.  It  is  alfo  but  doing  the  te- 
nants juftice,  to  mention,  that  in  crop  179a  they  had  dou- 
bled the  number  of  acres  under  green  crop,  &c.  This  cir* 
cumftance  marks  our  fmall,  but  rapid  progrefs  of  improve- 
ment. Oats  and  bear  are  the  principal  part  of  each  crop. 
Some  peafe,  and  a  little  rye,  are  alfo  produced.  Potatoes 
are  not  raifed  for  fale,  being  at  a  diftance  from  any  market 
town  ;  but  abundance  of  them  are  raifed  for  the  ufe  of  the 
inhabitants,  and  the  foil  produces  them  remarkably  good. 
The  grain  is  of  an  excellent  quality,  the  oats  yielding  more 
meal,  and  the  bear  more  fpirit,  (han  grain  produced  from 
a  deeper  foil.  la  the  parilh  a  litt}e  flax  is  raifed  ;  and  as 
the  foil  feems  to  agree  with  it,  a  greater  quantity  will  now 
be  raifed  than  formerly,  when  no  lint  mill  was  in  all  this 
country.  The  Earl  of  Aboyne  has  remedied  this  incon- 
venience by  ereding  one  in  179 1,  in  the  parifh  of  Coul,  a 
few  miles  to  the  north  of  this  parifli.  It  will  greatly  ae- 
commodate  the  country,  and  has  conftant  employment  al- 
ready. The  pari(h  can  well  fupply  itfelf  with  provifions ; 
00  wheat  indeed  is  produced,  but  the  people  here  ordinari- 
ly ufe  cakes  of  oat-meal.  The  lands  are  rarely  let  by  the 
acre,  a  cumulus  rent  is  taken  for  the  whole  farm,  large  or 
iknall.  Some  of  the  land  is  let  at  the  rate  of  15  s.  or  i6s» 
3  the 
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4ie  acre ;  in  general  10  s.  and  indeed  fome  of  it  dear  e- 
ooagh  in  its  pre&nt  ftate  of  2S.  but  capable  of  improve- 
ment.  The  higheft  rent  paid  hj  one  tenant  is  about  L.6o. 
The  current  rents  of  the  pofleffions  are  from  L.  xo  to  L.  20| 
and  fome  as  low  as  from  L.  3  to  L.  5  *. 

Befides  grain,  the  parilh  produces  a  deal  of  wood  which 
it  exports.  Nnmbers  of  black  cattle  and  (beep  are  an- 
nnally  ibid,  and  taken  from  our  hills  and  put  upon  rich 
pafture ;  they  turn  out  to  great  account.  Black  cuttle  fetch 
£rom  L.  2  to  L.  7.  Sheep  are  worth  from  L.  4  to  L.  x  2  the 
{bore,  fome  few  fell  at  14  s.  each.  Horfes  are  wortlrfrom 
L.5  to  L.  15  ;  and  fome  few  from  L.  15  to  L.  25.  Some 
of  them  alfo  are  reared  in  the  parilh.  It  is  famous  alfo  for 
producing  honej  of  great  richneis  and  flavour.  In  a  fa- 
vourable year  a  good  deal  is  exported.  Two  men  in  the 
Six  Towns  exported  loo  pints  each,  in  fummer  and  autumn 
1791.  The  pint  confifts  of  jibs.  Amfterdam,  and  fells 
from  2s.  6d.  to  4 s.  2d.  A  little  butter  and  cheefe  is  alfo 
exported.  In  feveral  gardens  in  the  pari(h,  there  is  a 
good  number  of  fruit  trees  bearing  fruit.  The  crop  of 
apples  on  one  tree  in  the  garden  of  Midftrath  fold  once  for 
a  guinea.  The  garden  of  Finzean  being  fenced  both  by 
Vol.  IX.  P  nature 

*  All  the  tenants  plough  their  grounds,  fome  with  horfes,  fome  with 
•len,  and  fome  with  horfes  and  black-cattle  united,  and  all  hamefled  af- 
ter the  manner  of  horfes.  By  many  the  old  Scots  plough  is  ftill  ufed.  and 
•nfwers  beft  in  rough  ftony  ground.  The  better  fort,  and  the  adlive  te- 
-iiant,who  has  improved  his  farm  a  little,  have  procured  ploughs  of  the  new 
form.  Seed  time  begins  about  the  middle  of  March,  harveft  about  the 
firft  of  September.  Indeed,  for  feveral  years  pait,  both  have  .been  much 
later,  owing  to  the  cold  and  uncommonly  rainy  feafons.  On  the  eftate  of 
BftUogie,  Mr  Forbes,  the  late  proprietor,  found,  and  ufed  as  a  manure,  a 
Und  of  marl,  with  fome  effeA.  The  death  of  the  heritor  prevented  the 
wtnfcing  of  it  for  any  time.  The  prefent  proprietor  intends  to  try  it  a- 
paa.  There  is  of  it,  ofareddifli,  bluiib,  aadwfaitilh  colour.  How  it 
^rill  torn  out,  time  only  wiU  evince. 
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natutd  and  art  from  every  noxious  blaftt  produces  apfiLss  ii| 
fixe  and  flavour  equal  perhaps  to  anjr  in  Scotland.  Wool^ 
and  foxne  coarfe  wooUen  doth  manufaAured  in  the  pariihyis 
idfo  exported*  Real  while  wool  can  hardlj  be  obtained^ 
fince  the  introduction  of  the  black-faced  ih^ep,  where  wool 
is  neither  fo  fine  nor  (b  white  as  that  of  the  fmall  breed, 
which  formerly  did  more  abound*  This  article  {hall  be 
concloded  by  mentioning,  that  the  Kincardine  and  Alford 
farmiDg  fociety  have  offered  premiums  for  the  beft  fleece  of 
wool  \  alfo  for  an  acre  of  outfield,  upon  which  70  bolls 
flacked  lime  is  Lid ;  alfo  for  an  acre  under  green  crop,  and 
Is^d  out  next  year  with  artificial  grafl*es,  all  within  their 
diArid ;  they  have  judged  well  in  o&ring.  imall  premiums 
for  one  acre,  as  this  will  tend  to  excite  emulation  among 
the  tenants,  even  of  the  Icafl  poflfeflions.  The  Society 
••  delerve  well  of  their  country  *." 

Propertjf 

♦  prices  dfLahttr,  Wajfs,  &r. — The  price  of  Ubonr  is  ^roAtly  in- 
creafed,  from  what  it  was.  There  are  living  in  the  parifh  two  old  men* 
(tenants),  who,  in  their  younger  days,  were  fervatits,  the  one  at  20  s.  and 
die  other  at  ^o».  a-year.  For  .young  men  to  do  the  fiune  work  now,, 
there  muft  be  paid  front  L.  4  to  L.  5^  and  from  L.  5  to  L.  6,  with  their  en- 
tertainment, in  which  they  are  moft  extravagant,  often  requiring  better 
entertainment  than  the  tenant  can  afford  to  himfelf.  Women  fervants 
have  from  L.  2  to  L.  2,  10  s. ;  and  a  few  houfe  fervants,  L.  3  ;  herd-boys, 
from  12  s.  to  20  8  for  the  fiunmer  half-year.  "When  the  children  of  the 
tenant  grow  up,  he  employs  them.  This  is  his  firft  relief.  Before,  he  was 
much  at  the  mercy  of  mercUefs  menials.  A  day-labourer,  of  whom  we 
have  few,  gets  6  d.  and  vidluals,  at  fome  work  he  requires  more ;  for  in 
harveft,  he  gets  i  s.  and  upwards;  a  wright,  8d.  and  lately  10 d. ;  a 
^ilor,  6  4-  andvidlpals;  a  mafun,  from  rs.  6d.  to  is.  pd.  without 
visuals.  The  blackfmith  works  by  the  piece,  and  is  very  extravagant  in 
•  bis  demand.  The  weaver  aflu  2|  d.  or  3  d.  for  what  was  formerly  done 
•t  I  d.  the  ell.  Shoes  are  at  an  exorbiUnt  rate,  triple  of  what  they  were 
50  years  ago.  The  poorer  fort  have  much  ado  to  ptzrchafe  thsrt  necefiary 
airticle. — The  women  of  Ae  parifli  are  ehtefiy  employed  in  the  knitting  of 
^ckings,  Of  fpianing  qf  lint-yam.  By  the  former  they  cam,  when  work- 
ing 
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Property  and  VtoUud  Rmt.r-^Thehnd^  property  of  tbp 
^grilh  (which  was  church-lands)  has  undergone  fever%l 
ehaages.  'Grotdon  -of  Cluny  was  once  proprietor  of  up- 
wards of  {wo*thirds  of  the  parifli.  From  tin>e  to  time  he 
^oHd  a  town,  or  a  part  of  .a  town*  as  a.parchafer  aSete^ 
«id  aa  he  hfid  occafion  for  money.  This  gave  rife  to  ^ 
great  number  of  proprietcwB  in  Birfe,  till  at  kfl  the  pari(^ 

came 


ii^-on  their  mvn  ac^cmnt,  xs.fi  d.  or  a  s.  the  week ;  by  the  litter,  a  littk 
BOK.  If  woiicli)j['Oii>«cGOiintof>aaialleri  thej  often  earn  lefs.  Atthjpe* 
ftations  in  the  pariih,  wool  is  given  out,  and  the  (lockings  taken  in, 
monthly,  by  the  Aberdeen  manvifadlurers,  or  their  fervants.  At  fevenl 
ftatiops,  lint  is  given  out,  and  the  yam  received,  by  one  appointed  by  the 
manufadlurer.  In  all  forts  of  weather,  the  holier  keeps  his  day  punAual- 
Jy,  and  the  poor  are  fure  of  what  they  have  earned.  By  the  -induftry-df 
the  wife  and  his  own  labour,  if  in  health,  the  cottager. is  enabled  to  bring 
up  his  family ;  and  many  a^ive  women,  either  by  the  above  employ- 
ments, or  by  making,  during  the  fummer,  a  piece  of  coarfe  woollen  cloth 
for  iale,  greatly  aid  their  huibands  in  making  up  the  rent  of  their  poile^' 
fions.  The  eftabtifliment  of  thefe  fa^ories,  as  the  coiintpy  people  catt 
tbcm,  have  been  a  gseat  Uefiog  to  the  country  in  general; 

Price  of  ProviJiont.-^This  is  much  rejgulated  by  the  Aberdeen  mar- 
ket. When  meal,  npan  which  the  people  chiefly  fubiift,  is  low  priced 
Aere,  it  foon  becomes  fo  here.  Grain,  in  general,  is  double  the  price  of 
wkat  it  was  30  years  ago.  DoriAg  the  .years  1790  and  1791.  aeal  Xold 
tnm  13  s-  to  17  s.  the  boll ;  (9  flone  Amflerdam  is  often  given  for  the 
boll) ;  bear»  from  15  s.  to  19  s.  the  boll.  Beef  and  mutton  are  fometimes 
porehafed  from  the  Aberdeen  market,  and  fometimes  procured  by  feeding 
tt  home.  After  counting  every  coft,  we  have  meat  cheaper,  than  wbea 
|pf»iq;ht  |r««i  '4berdo«i.  Batter  fells  from  6d.-to  8d.  the  pound;  cheeibk 
Ciroin  $s.  ^-6  s.  the  jQLone.  The  pound  here  confifts  of  a  8  ounces  Avoir- 
dupois. £gg«.  formerly  .at  i  d.  the  14,  now  fell  at  li  d.  and  1  d.  the  11 9 
a  chicken,  1  d.  and  a  hen  frofti  6  d.  to  €  d. ;  falmon,  -  in  its  feafon,  about 
3 d.  the  pound ;  any  other  fort  of  fiihis  fcarceand  dear.  The  neceOanea 
of  lifie  are  at.  leaft  oiie4)alf  jdeaFcr^  and  articles  pf  luxury  more  than  dciuhle^ 
within  thefe  40  years.  This  is  a  circnmftancc  greatly  againil  fuch  at 
have  ftationary  livings.  It  muft  be  f  onfcffcd,  that  what  were  ^ticles  of 
luiury  in  our  hardy  forefathers  day,  are  now  become  ^articles  that  ati 
reckoned  neceflaries,  as  tcai* 
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came  into  the  hands  of  a  few,  fo  that  there  are  now  onljr 
fix  heritors  and  the  church  feffion.  Two  of  the  heritor^' 
and  the  church^feiTion  have  a  verj  fniall  property.  Land 
has  fold  from  35  ta  30  years  purcbafe.  The  wood  npoa 
the  eftate  often  enhances  its  value.  The  valued  rent  is  m 
cumulo  L.  3139  :  8  :  4  Scots.  Two  of  the  principal  heri- 
tors, and  one  fmall  heritor  refide. 

Population. — According  to  Dr  Webftcr's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  was  then  iia6.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
1791,  by  an  accurate  furvey,  the  population  was  as  follows: 


"53 

Aged  96,        .        -          I 

Males, 

607 

At  the  reputed  age  of 

Females, 

646 

100  and  odds,        -        % 

Widowers, 

21 

Widows, 

59 

No  accurate  regifter  of  bap* 

Unmarried  m.  above  20, 

,  121 

tifms  has  been  kept  fince 

167 

the  commencement  of  the 

5 

odious  baptifm-tax.  From 

»3 

the   incumbent's    private 

Bom  out  of  the  parifti. 

285 

lift  for  3  years  after  Sept. 

Of  the  Eftabl.  Church, 

ii8x 

2.  1789,  when  he  was  or- 

-^—  Roman  Catholics, 

60 

^  dainedmbifter  here,  there 

12 

were  120  baptifms.   Mar- 

Under 10  years  of  age. 

3M 

riages  from  laid  lift  8  year* 

From  10  to  20, 

241 

ly.   No  buriat  regifter  was 

aoto3o, 

192 

ever  kept.    It  is  conjedu- 

30  to  40, 

14X 

red  there  may  be  24  or  27 

40  to  50, 

140 

yearly. 

84 

86 

Houfes  and  families,       273- 

34 

8 

Of 

o/"  Birfe, 


117 


Of  tbefe  there  are  heritors 

refiding  and  fu-ming,       3 

Tenants,        -        -        112 

Small  fabtenonts,  72 

SmaUer  fubtenants,  83 

Families  of  the  minifter 

and  the  "two  fchool- 

HiafterSy        .         .        ^ 

As  above,        273 

Of  thefe  fiimilies  there  are 
38  confift.  of  I  individual,  38 


36 

40 

34 
aj 

37 

91  • 
II  - 

6- 
2- 
2  - 


of 
-of 
•of 
•  of 
-of 
-of 
■  of 

of 


2, 

3t 

4» 

6, 

8, 
9f 


*  of  ID, 
-  of  12, 

•  of  13, 
of  14, 


7^ 
120 
136 

135 

222 

M7 
160 

99 

60 

24 
26 


Sum  total  as  above,     1253 
Which  is,  at  an  average,  4ff, 
or  nearly  4-^  to  a  famil j. 

Among  the  tenants,  and  e- 
fpedally  the  fnbtenants, 
are  included  all  the  mecha- 


nics or  tradefmen,  which 
next  (hall  be  fpecified  by 
themfelves  as  follows : 
Wrights  and  coopers,  and 

5  apprentices,        -       x8 
Sawers  and  wrights,  4 

Mafons,        -  "3 

Slaters,         -  -  2 

Quarriers  of  limeftone,  2 
Merchants  or  retailers,  5 
Travelling  pedlars,  4 

Weavers,  and  4  apprent.  xo 
Tailors,  and  3  apprent.  xo 
Shoemakers,  -  3 

filackfmiths,  and  i  appr.  5 
Meal  millers,  -  6 

Gardeners,  and  i  apprent.  3 
Ferryman  at  Inchbair,  i 
Sheriff-oi&cers,  .  2 

Day-labourers,  -  12 
Men  ferv.  above  18  years,  ^^ 
Female  ditto,  ditto,  55 

Houfe  or  family  fervants, 

about  .  .  g 

None  of  the  tenants  own 
children  are  numbered  a- 
mong  the  fervants,  though 
they  often  do  the  work  of 
the  JEum. 

There  are  in  the  parifii, 
3  large  lime  kilns  and  quar« 

3» 
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yi  fmaS  lioie  kilns  on  the 
poiCeffion  of  the  lenaots, 
and  even  fuhtenants. 

Two-thirds  of  tbefe  are  on 
Fimean's  eftate^  for  the 
multure  is  not  paid  in 
kindy  but  converted. 

Ploughs,  of  fome  fort  or  o- 
ther,        -         -         tao 

darts,  about         *         150 

40  years  ago  cheM  was  not 


Jlorfes,  fome  of  them  of  a 
year  old,  •  3«.5 

Black  cattle,  do.  do.  1539 
Sheep,  .  -  6530 
iGoats,  about         -         (150 


A  few  fwine. 

Soe-hives  kept  through  tb^ 
winter  of  1791  and  '179ft, 
about        «•        «.         300 

In  a  fiivourable  y«ar  (ifor' 
1792  was  the  -reverfe), 
thefe  might  produce  from 
400  to  600  more  daring 
^e  neKt  fiinimer;  and 
moil  of  thefe  be  export- 
ed. 

No  waggon8.-*^o  <ik23Sm 
or  carriages  at  -pralent^ 
formerly  there  u£sd4o  be 
'two -carriages. 


Churchy  StipMd^  .&c.*^Xhe  King  is  patron.  SThe.chuiqb 
iwas  built  in  a  7  79,  at  a  confiderable  expenfe,  and  lis  ajnqft 
fubftantial  and  commodious  edifice,  iuperior  to  moii,  and 
infiecior  to  few  pkces  of  worfbip  in  the  country.  Xbe  &i^ 
2>end  is  L.  50  money,  j6  bolb  of  meal,  at  9.ftQne^8 
•bolls  of  bear,  with  L.  2  :  15  :  61V1  communion-element 
money.  The  glebe  .is  Hcarcely  legal ;  but  part  of  it,  parti* 
cularly  the  ^rden,  is  valuable.  The  incumbent  13  accom- 
modated with  a  farm,  otherwife  the  glebe  and  offioes  wooJd 
not  render  the  jCettlement  very  convenient.  The  manfe^ 
for  years,  has  been  as  infufEcient  as  any  in  the  country. 
The  fum  of  L.  269  is  allowed  fot|giving  it  a  thorough  ffepair» 
and  for  building  a  good  addition,  which,  if  properij  ap« 
plied,  and  the  work  fuificiently  executed^  mtift  render  the 

manfe  abundantly  commodious. 

1  Poor/ 


qf  SirJL  Hg 

Poor^^^The  church-feffion  became  proprietors  of  a  piece 
of  land,  upwards  of  a  century  agp,  which  yields  firom  L.  4^ 
to  L.  5  yearly.     Dr  Gilbert  Ramiayy  late  of  the  ifland  of 
Barbadoes,  mortified,  in  1732,  for  the  behoof  of  the  poor, 
L.  s^oOf.  from  which  thejF  have  had  iotereft  at  5  fer  cmi. 
Tbe  late  Robert  Farquharfon  of  Finzeao,  mortified  600 
merka :  L.  20  were  left  by  the  late  Ifaac  Robertfoa  of  Gra* 
nada«  la  1789.  As  yet  the  feilion  has  only  recovered  L,  15 
of  that  legacy.    With  this  fum,  the  feiBon  have  L.  125 
lent  caJkf  at  4^  per  ceni.    There  is  iliU  duCt  befides*  a  con- 
fiderablie  ibm  loft,  the  fum  of  from  L.  40  to  L.  50,  a  debt, 
which  it  is  to  be  hoped,  will  in  time  be  secovered.    The 
weekly  coUedions  at  prefent  amount  to  L.  9  or  L.  10  an*. 
Dually.     Ten  years  ago  they  were  not  naore  than  a. third 
of  that  fum.    The  fines  of  delinquents,  which  are  not  ri- 
gproi^y  ezafled,  and  fome  fmall  payments  for  the  mort- 
cloth,  are  ffill  to  be  added.     Such  being  the  funds  deftined 
for  the  fopport  of  the  poor,  it  is  hardly  to  be  wondered^ 
that  feveral  pat  in  a  claim,  efpecially  as  the  beft  tenant 
fometimes  in  a  parifh,  is  not  aiham'ed  to  have  his  father, 
mother,  or  near  relation,  on  the  roll,  which  amounted  here 
to  50  at  laft  diftribution ;  however,  not  above  a  third  of 
thefe  receive  fupply,  unleis  at  the  two  general  diftributions 
of  the  intereft  of  Dr  Raitifay's  mortification.     Few  of  the 
poor  are  altogether  unable  to  provide  for  themfelves  ;  ma- 
ny are  houfekeepers  in  indigent  circumftances  ;  feveral  wi- 
dows and  young  families.     To  thefe,  to  the  aged,  and  the 
infirm,  we  give  occafional  relief ;  to  foma  we  allow  8  s.  a- 
quarter.     We  allow  8  s.  for  an  interment.     None  are  al- 
lowed to  be  in  ftraits,  and  almofi  none  belonging  to  the  pa- 
riih  go  about  and  beg  i  yet  of  ftrolling  beggars  we  have 
aw  (hare.    In  fummer  1785,  part  of  the  money  laid  out  at 
intereft  was  ukea  up,  and  meal  bought  with  it  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  indigent.    Crop  1782  was  by  no  means  fo  defi. 

cient 
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fiient  in  diis  parilh  as  in  manj  others,  jet  meal  fold  froa 
L.  ly  I  s.  to  L.  I,  5  8.  the  boll.  Grain  ripens  prettj 
•earlj  in  manj  places  on  the  banks  of  the  Dee. 

S^Ti^ooA.-— There  is  a  parochial  fchool,  to  which  belongs 
the  ufual  trifling  falary  of  loo  merks.  The  perquifites  of  the 
fchooltnafter,  as  feflion  clerk,  are  poorlj  paid,  particularlj 
&ice  the  commencement  of  that  odious  and  unprodudive 
tax  impofed  on  baptifms,  &c.  The  confequence  is,  that 
few  childrens  names  are  regiftered.  Till  the  people  be 
relieved  of  this  tax,  and  till  even  fome  plan  be  de*- 
vifed  t6  compel  a  regular  regiftration  of  every  bap- 
tifm,  marriage,  and  burial,  no  ezad  ftatiftical  ^uxount 
of  any  parifh  from  a  public  regifter  can  ever  be  ob- 
tained ;  no  comparifon  can  ever  be  made  of  the  fiate  of  a 
parifh  at  different  periods,  with  fufficient  accuracy.  There 
are  great  chafms  in  the  regifters  of  this  pari(h.  It  might 
have  a  good  efft  ft,  were  the  regifters  of  every  parifh  regu- 
larly called  for  and  examined  by  the  pre(bytery  annually. 
The  baptifm  rax,  &c.  is  not  only  unpopular,  but  hurtful  to 
a  ufefnl  clafs  of  men,  the  fchoolmafters,  who  are  ufually 
the  feflion- clerks.  Many,  to  fecure  the  fmall  trifle  of  dues 
that  remain,  agree  to  pay  the  tax  themfelves  ;  fo  that,  in 
thofe  inftances,  the  clerk  lofes  more  than  the  Revenue 
gains.  The  number  of  the  fcholars  at  the  parifli  fchool  is 
about  20  in  fummer,  and  upwards  of  30  in  winter.  The 
fchool-fees  are  as  low  as  in  any  pari(h.  The  teacher  can- 
not make  above  L.  10  a-year.  Shall  we  hope  that  the  pe- 
riod is  not  far  diftant  when  this  ufeful  body  of  men  will  l>9 
befriended  by  Government,  and  fufGcient  falaries  appoint- 
ed for  them?  ^Dr  Ramfay,  above  mentioned,  mortified  al- 
fo  L.  500  for  the  fupport  of  a  free  fchool  in  the  eaft  end  of 
this  parifh.  There  is  a  good  fchool-houfe,  but  no  fund  for 
its  fupport.  There  is  a  glebe  of  about  6  acres.  The  plaee 
is  in  the  gift  of  Sir  Alexander  Ramfay,  Bart,  patron  of  all 

Dr 
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i>r  Ramfay's  mortifications.  The  number  of  fcholars  that 
attend  is,  for  the  winter  feafon,  when  the  fchoolmafler 
teaches  bj  or  along  witli  a  depute,  from  20  to  30  afid  up- 
wards ;  daring  all  the  reft  of  the  jear  none.  The  place  is 
well  fituated  for  an  academ  j,  and  might  be  made  to  turn  to 
moch  account  to  the  mafter  and  the  public.  The  fchools 
of  this  pariih  have  been  in  repute.  Every  fchool  will  be 
fo  or  not,  as  it  happens  to  be  taught  by  one,  who  is  not  on- 
ly a  man  of  moderate  abilities,  but  who  gives  attendance, 
and  adds  perfeverance.  Without  thefe,  what  do  abilities 
in  any  ftation  avail?  In  fome  comers  of  the  pariih,  they 
hire  young  men  to  teach  for  the  winter  feafon. 

CharaQer  and  Si%e  of  the  People. — They  are  aftive  and 
induftrious,  fupporting  themfelves  and  family  comfortably, 
and  feem  in  general  contented  with  their  lot.  At  churchy 
and  at  all  public  occafions,  they  are  clean  and  decent ;  piinAual 
in  their  attendance  on  public  worfhip,  and  the  ordinances 
of  religion,  though  many  of  them  are  at  a  great  diftance 
from  church  \  far  more  expenfive  in  their  mode  of  dreis  and 
living  than  their  forefathers  ^  but  can  afford  it : — ^^  All  is 
the  gift  of  induftry."  They  are  fond  of  focial  and  convi- 
vial meetings ;  yet  leis  addidted  to  drinking  than  they  were 
fome  years  ago«  Indeed  the  young  people  fquander  much 
of  their  cafli  and  their  time  in  frequenting  markets,  mar- 
riages, and  other  merry  meetings ;  fo  that  often  they  fiave 
not  a  great  deal  to  begin  with  when  they  take  up  houfe, 
noCwithftanding  their  extravagant  wages.  On  thefe  occa- 
fions they  often  hurt  their  morals,  and  render  themfelves 
unfit  for  the  duties  of  their  ftations.  Both  men  and  wo- 
men are  of  the  middling  fize ;  few  men  above  j  feet  10 
inches  \  many  of  a  lower  ftature,  and  thefe  the  ableft  bo- 
died. They  are  Ihrewd  and  lively,  flendcr  and  hardy ; 
dHFering  confiderably  in  their  make  from  the  peopUt  on 
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the  fouth  fide  of  the  Grampiaos.  They  are  hofpiubfe  dU^ 
all  occafioDB ;  but  though  remarkably  fo  to  ftraQgera,  they 
are  not  fond  of  them  fettling  ampng.  them.  They  ihow  no 
particular  fondnefsfor^noriif  their  country  need  it,  ^ny  par- 
ticular averlion  to  the  military  or  Cpafaring  life;  (bme  of  them 
have  bets^ken  chemfelves  to  both,  and  3  Chelfea  penfionen 
refide  in  the  pariih.  The  fa^iionahle  viqes  of  the  town  are 
unknown  among  them.  Some  years  ago,  i  low-fpirited 
wretch  finifhed  hU  life  \  this  excepted,  there  has  been  no  o- 
ther  fuicide.  No  perfon  has  been  bapiibed  or  capitally  con* 
videdt  fo  far  as  is, known  to  the  incumbent.  Few  in  the 
parifli  have  been  bred  to  letters,  yet  none  are  illiterate. 
The  Englifli  or  Scotch  language  is  univerfally  fpoken  \  a 
few  inhabiting  the  foreft  underiland  the  G«eiic,  but  thefe 
came  originally  from  the  upper  part  of  the  country. 

Roads  and  Bridges. — The  principal  roads  in  the  parifli^ 
are  the  great  road  from  the  Cairn  o'Mount,  which  enters 
this  pariih  at  the  Bridge  of  Whiteflone,  a  mile  north  fromr 
the  Inn  of  Cutties  Hillock,  and  leads  northward  to  the  Dee 
at  Inchbair.  This  road  is  in  excellent  repair,  owing  chiefly 
to  the  exertions  of  the  patriotic  Sir  Alexander  Ramfay, 
Bart.  Another  road  pafTes  through  the  greater  part  of  the 
pariih,  from  the  Ferry,  over  the  Dee  at  Aboyne,  to  the 
Bridge  of  Whiteftone.  This,  and  the  other  roads  in  the 
parifh,  were  made,  and  are  kept  in  repair  by  the  ftatute- 
labour,  which  is  exacted  in  kind,  but  in  a  very  remifs 
manner.  I'he  roads  confequently  are  in  fome  places,  par- 
ticularly in  the  eail  end  of  the  partdi%  fliamefully  bad.  la 
"winter,  and  wet  feafons,  thefe  are  moil  uncomfortable.  We 
have  certainly  excellent  materials  for  roads ;  and  if  even  the 
rate  of  i  s.  6  d.  fixed  by  law,  were  levied,  and  properly  laid 
out,  (as  is  done  in  a  neighbouring  pariih),  certainly  our 
roads  could  foon  be  rendered  comfortable.    Turnpikes  are 
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^tute  imknorm  here,  and  the  refoit  on  out  roads  b  too  lit- 
de  f<^  the  ezpefife  of  them,  Dr  Ramfaj,  above  men- 
tioned,  btrih  a  bridge  of  five  arches  over  the  Feugh  at 
Whfteftoo€.  It  accomitiodates  the  public  very  well,  be* 
ing  on  the  great  foath  and  north  road.  There  is  no  bridge 
over  the  Chattie.  Otic  over  it  is  greatly  wanted,  belot^ 
Harywell,  and  alfo  below  Inverchatt.  There  is  a  bridge 
over  the  Bum  of  Birfe,  nigh  the  church.  But  in  no  place 
is  a  bridge  fo  much  wanted,  not  could  one  be  built  that 
would  accommodhte  this  pariih,  and  the  public  ifi  general, 
ib  much  as  at  Pot-arch,  over  the  Dee,  near  Inchbair.  The 
great  fouth  and  north  road  pafles  the  Dee  there.  This 
road  is  greatly  frequented,  and  is  ufed  by  the  military,  be- 
ing much  nearer  from  Edinburgh  to  Fort  Get)rge,  thati  a- 
long  the  coaft.  During  this  very  feafon  (179a),  the  mili- 
tary had  occafion  to  ufe  this  road  repeatedly ;  once  going 
north,  to  quell  the  riots  in  Rofs-lhire ;  a  fecond  time,  in 
going  from  Fort  George,  on  account  of  the  difturbances  in 
Dundee.  The  Dee  is  a  rapid  river,  always  inconvenient, 
irfiten  dangerous  and  impaflable.  Had  the  latter  been  the 
ca(e  on  the  above  emergencies,  what  might  the  confe- 
'qnences  have  been  ?  Befides,  there  is  no  other  place  on  all 
this  rapid  river,  where  a  bridge  could  be  erected  at  fo  little 
ezpenfe,  and  at  the  fame  time  be  of  fuch  public  utility. 
Nature  has  pointed  out  the  fpot  where  it  ought  to  be.  At 
Pot-arch,  lefs  than  L.  i  joo  would  do  more  to  accommo- 
-date  the  public,  than  L.  5000  would  do  aim  oft  any  where 
dfe  over  a  river  of  the  fame  magnitude.  It  is  faid  that 
Dr  Kamfay  meant  alfo  to  build  a  bridge  over  the  Dee,  at 
Pot-arch,  had  he  not  been  deterred  from  the  undertaking, 
by  the  extravagant  eftimate  of  an  unikilful  architeS.  A 
plan  of  this  bridge,  which  is  fo  much  wanted,  is  in  the 
fioofe  of  Finzean  j  and  had  the  late  Haughton  been  fpared 
^  foofte  years,  h  is  &id  fpme  means  would  bave  been  de- 
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yifed  to  hove  got  tbe  plaa  executed.  Though  former  at<r 
^mpts  to  get  a  bridge  erefted  over  the  Dee  at  Pot-arch, 
have  repeatedly  proved  abortive,  we  fliall  ftill  hope  that 
foon  fome  public  fpirited  charader  may  be  found,  who  will 
ftrive  to  fee  the  attempt  crowned  with  fucceis.  Subicrip- 
tions  could  be  obtained  tp  fome  amount,  but  ftill  it  is  to  be 
jEeared  that  public  aid  would  be  abfolutelj  necefiary.  Be- 
fore concluding  this  artiple,  it  deferves  to  be  mentioned, 
that  a  road  is  planned,  and  begun  to  be  made,  through  the 
weft  end  of  this  parifh,  over  the  Grampians.  It  will  pa& 
through  Glen  Ghatt,  the  Foreft,  and  Gleneik,  and  be  15 
miles  nearer  from  a  great  part  of  this  country,  to  the 
county  of  Angus,  &c.  than  by  the  Cairn  or  Mount  Road. 
It  will  greatly  accommodate  the  traveller /and  trader,  par* 
ticularly  drovers  and  dealers  in  cattle. 

Advantages  and  D  if  advantages. — One  great  advantage 
that  this  parifh  enjoys,  is  its  abounding  with  limeftone, 
which  is  to  be  found  in  many  places  on  or  near  the  fur* 
face.  The  heft  is  at  Midftrath  and  Ballogie.  From  thefe 
quarries,  the  tenants  are  chiefly  fupplied  with  the  lime- 
ftone which  they  burn  at  home.  The  greateft  number  of 
hands  is  employed  at  the  Earl  of  A-boyne's  lime-works 
at  Birle  Moor.  Ic  is,  however,  much  againft  the  im- 
prover, that  fuel  is  fo  difficult  to  be  obtained.  The  greater 
part  of  the  fumnier  feafon  muft  be  fpent  in  procuring  that 
neceiTary  aiticle,  confequently  little  of  it  can  be  fpared  to 
burn  the  limeftone.  Finding,  however,  the  great  benefit 
of  lime  as  a  manure,  amazing  exertions  are  made  to  pro- 
cure fuel,  (to  burn  the  limeftone),  not  only  by  cutting 
part  roads  along  the  fte^p  hills,  to  the  moftes,  and  by  pur- 
chafing  wood,  but  even  by  going  at  times  to  Aberdeen 
for  coals^  which  pay  the  high  duty,  and  muft  be  brought 
acrofs  the  Dee.    In  thb  cafe,  the  want  of  a  bridge  at  Portr 
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•fch  is  gricToufly  felt.  This  would  give  more  eafy  ac«- 
ce&  to  the  Aberdeen  markets  and  for  coals.  Oar  diftance 
from  market,  and  the  difiicultj  of  procuring  manure,  is 
mnch  againft  as.  Aberdeen  is  not  only  the  neareft  market 
and  manufii&uring  town,  but  even  the  neareft  poft-town ; 
a  circamftance  much  againft  this  country.  It  is  in  our  &- 
▼onr  that  we  have  plenty  of  mois  of  the  heft  fort,  though 
not  of  eafy  accefs,  as  peat  and  turf  is  the  fiiel  ufed  in  the 
parilh,  with  wood,  particularly  brufhwood.  That  our 
country  abounds  with  difierent  forts  of  timber,  and  all  of 
an  excellent  quality,  is  certainly  an  advantage.  We  have 
alfo  plenty  of  granite-ftone,  and  the  beft  materials  for  build- 
ing ;  and  it  is  but  juftice  to  the  tenants,  to  fay  that  they 
are  every  day  ereding  better  hoafes  than  they  formerly 
occupied.  But  whatever  our  local  advantages  be,  there  is 
one  great  diiadvantage  under  which  we  labour,  that  often 
counterads  and  outweighs  them  all,  namely,  the  difficulty 
of  procuring,  pleafing,  and  paying  labouring  fervants.  This 
cvU  is  feverely  felt  by  all  ranks  in  this  country,  and,  if 
matters  do  not  foon  take  a  favourable  tnm,  muft  effedu- 
ally  ruin  the  tenant.  Confidering  the  infolence  and  beha- 
viour of  fervants  in  general,  words  muft  fail  to  defcribe  the 
evil.  Another  evil  that  is  pretty  feverely  felt,  is  the  fer- 
vitnde  at  the  mill.  To  be  liable  for  the  iixteenth  peck 
there,  of  all  the  produce,  befides  pretty  high  payment  for 
grinding,  over  and  above  the  multure,  muft  check  the  ar- 
dour of  the  improver.  The  multure,  at  fome  of  the  mills, 
•b  converted ;  at  others,  the  grievance  exifts ;  and  confe- 
qaently,  in  that  quartet  of  the  parifli,  improvement  of 
land  does  fcarcely  exift.  The  payment  of  -either  certain 
handfiills  or  diihfiilb  of  meal  to  the  miller  for  his  work,  i$ 
not  very  convenient.  The  equitable  way,  is  certainly  to 
weigh  the  quantity  paid,  and  this  ought  to  be  fixed  by  law. 
|t  is  alfo  fubmitted  to  the  public,  whether  any  perfon  has  a 
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title  to  tXM&  half  moHore  out  of  the  prodoce  of  a  miiit- 
fler's  glebe.  This  is  a  pradice  prevalest  here,  and  ia  foliie 
other  pariflies.  The  ferviccs  paid  bj  the  tenant  to  the 
landlord,  are  few,  in  comparifon  of  what  thej  were*  Thej 
all  perform  a  carriage  to  Aberdeen,  or  like  diftance,  jear- 
\j\  fome  of  them  are  bound  to  provide  a  certain  quantttj 
of  peats  yearlj ;  thej  alfo  yearlj,  or  ocoafionallj,  bring 
wood,  flate,  and  lime  to  the  heritor.  The  carriage  of  ma- 
terials for  church,  man(e»  fchool,  and  mill,  is  performed  bj 
them.  It  muii  be  obferTed,  however,  that  the  tenants  do 
not  fail  in  exading  Services  of  various  kinds  from  the  £ub- 
tenants  \  and  what  is  worfe,  ia  feveral  places  uke  their 
fmall  pofleflions  often  from  them,  after  thej  have  carefuUj' 
improved  them.  The  cottager  mad  be  at  the  nod  of  his 
^laiier,  perhaps  the  menial  is  leia  fo. 

jintiquities  and  Eminent  Men.-^^n  the  hill,  aboat  a  mile 
nortb-eaft  of  Fin^ean,  bearing  the  name  of  Corfe  Dardar, 
there  is.  a  place  marked  near  the  waj-fide  with  a  long  gra« 
nite-fione,  which  lately  flood  ered,  but  now  broken  down. 
It  is  reported  that  King  Dardanus,  the  20th  from  Fergus  I. 

'  was  there  put  to  death,  when  flying  from  his  rebelUous 
fubjedb.  At  a  foiall  dlilance  from  this  fpot,  are  two  cairns, 
one  very  large,  and  in  the  form  of  an  oblong  \  they  are 
now  covered  by  the  woods  of  Finzean.  On  the  top  of  the 
hill,  named  Cairn  Ferg,  there  is  a  large  cairn  of  a  conical 
ihape.  Some  fay  it  has  been  ereded  in  memory  of  an  e- 
minent  perfon.  Others,  that  the  ancient  inhabitants  re- 
forted  thither  and  worjQiipped  the  fun,  even  before  th^  con^ 
mencement  of  Druidifm.  If  however,  Dmidifm  were  the 
firil  religion  in  this  ifland»  which  muft  have  been  the  Ga|b| 
if  peopled  from  Gaid,  perhaps  this  nught  have  beea 
a  place  where  they  burned  fire,  or  performed  fome  rite  of 

\  their  religion.  In-  various  places  there  are  feveral-  hug« 
X  fton^s 
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ibnes  lying  aboT«  the  ground  \  a  few  near  Inchbair  feem 
to  have  been  a  Dmidical  temple.  In  the  7ear^i779,  when 
they  were  razing  the  foundation  of  the  old  church,  there 
was  found  a  bill  ftone  near  fix  feet  long,  with  a  two-hand- 
ed long  fword^  a  hatchet  and  a  erols  carved  upon  it.  The 
ftone  is  now  fet  up  ered  in  the  wall  of  the  church-yard. 
In  the  Foreft  or  Glenbirfe,  there  is  Handing  a  good  part  of 
a  caftle,  which  was  built  by  Gordon  of  Cluny,  for  a  hunt- 
lag  feat,  and  which  is  now  by  the  tenant  converted  into  a 
iieep-cot.  In  feveral  places,  particularly  between  Mary- 
well  and  the  church,  there  appears  a  narrow  flip  of  ground 
that  has  been  fenced  on  both  iifts  by  ilone  walls,  faid  to  be 
built  by  order  of  Kbg  Kenneth  lil.  for  confining  the  deer 
which  he  wiihed  to  drive  from  this  country,  to  ftock  a  deer 
park  which  he  built  in  the  brae  of  the  Mearns,  near  his  pa- 
lace of  Kincardine.  The  wall  of  that  park,  it  is  faid,  can 
ftill be  traced,  and  is  called  the  Deersdike.  In  this  parifli 
part  of  the  Kirktown  farm  is  called  Deer-hillock.  At  Eafter- 
Clune  there  are  the  fmall  remains  o(  a  fquare  tower,  faid  to 
have  been  built  by  Archbiihop  Rofs,  who  was  proprietor 
ef  the  place.  It  is  univerfally  agreed,  that  Eafter-Clune 
was  a  (hunting  or)  fummer-(eat  of  one  of  the  biihops  of 
Scotland,  fome  fay,  St  Andrew's,  others,  Dunkeld. — Befides 
the  archbiihop  or  bifliop  to  whom  the  tower  belonged,  and 
who  was  a  native  of  Birfe,  the  parifh  has  given  birth  to 
feme  others  whofe  names  del'erve  to  be  mentioned.  Dr  Gil- 
bert Ramfay,  late  Re^or  of  Cbrift'S  church,  in  the  ifland  of 
Barbadoes,  was  a  native  of  this  parifli.  He  mortified,  under 
the  patronage  of  Sir  Alexander  Ramiay  of  Balmain,  Bart, 
and  his  heirs,  L.  2000  Sterling,  the  interefl  for  the  fupport 
•f  4  ftudents  of  divinity ;  L.  1200,  the  interefl  for  the  fup- 
port of  4  ftudents  of  philofophy  -»  and  L.  1000,  the  intereft 
to  fiipport  a  profefTor  of  the  Oriental  languages,  all  at  the 
Matifchal  college.     Bis  donations  to  this  parifli  are  already 

mentioned*. 
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mentioned. — Dr  Alexander  Garden,  late  of  Charleftowi/ 
South  Carolina,  eminent  for  his  ikill  as  a  ph  jfician,  cele- 
brated alfo  for  his  learning  and  polite  converiation  as  a 
gentTeman.  He  was  an  American  refugee,  and  caufed  a 
marble  monument,  with  an  infcription  in  Latin,  truly  dat 
fical,  be  ereAed  in  the  front  of  the  church  wall  here,  to  the 
memorj'of  the  late  worthy  Mr  Alexander  Garden,  his  fa- 
ther, who  was  upwards  of  50  years  minifter  of  this  parifh, 
and  who  died  upwards  of  90  years  of  age.— Dr  Rofe  of  Birfe«« 
beg,  was  alfo  an  American  refugee.— Mr  William  Rofe 
of  Newmill,  was  many  years  at  the  head  of  a  flouriihing 
academy  which  he  had  nesALondon« — ^The  fstmous,- George 
Rofe,  £fq;  of  the  treafury,  is  grandfon  to  the  late  Do* 
nald  Rofe  of  Wefler-Clune.  Here  we  note,  that  many  of  the 
name  of  Rols  or  Rofe»  were  proprietors  once  in  Birfe ;  of  the 
name  we  have  only  now  a  few  tenants.— -Captain  David 
Ochterlounie,  mortally  wounded  at  the  firft  attack  made  by 
General  Wolfe  on  Quebec,  when  the  Britifli  were  forced 
to  retreat,  and  the  Captain  taken.  So  much  was  he  the  Set- 
vourite  of  the  celebrated  Wolfe,  that  he  fent  to  the  town 
to  the  Marquis  de  Montcalm,  defiring  that  particular  care 
ihould  be  taken  of  the  Captain.  He  died  in  two  days.— A 
living  charafter  might  be  added,  Dr  William  Farquharfon, 
phyfician  in  Edinburgh,  famous  for  his  addrefs  in  curing 
cancerous  complaints. 

Mifcellaneous  Ob/ervations,^-^A  rocky  fubftance  appears 
from  Tillyfruiky  to  the  river  Feugh,  which  feems  to  have- 
been  in  a  fiifible  fiate,  and  refembles  the  lava  emitted  by  a. 
volcano.  It  is  near  the  furface  of  the  ground. — There  are 
two,  fometimes  three  ale-houfes  in  the  parifh ;  the  traveller 
has  occafion  to  call  at  them,  and  the  people  do  flill  tranfaft^ 
too  much  of  their  bufinefs  in  thefe  and  houfes  of  a  (imilar 
fort. — ^None  ever  died  for  want. — ^In  1791,  one  family  emi* 
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•grated  to  Philadelphia,  not  for  want  of  employment,  or  for 
-Ukj  want  whatever,  but  rather  out  of  fondnefe  of  change, 
and  having  a  friend  before  them.  An  uniparried  womaQ 
remained;  fhe  regrets  that  ihe  did  not  go  with  the  reft^  fof« 
£175  (he,  **  Troubles  are  only  beginning  here,  but  the  j  are 
over  there."  We  truft  Ihe  is  not  bfpired  with  the  gift  of 
prophecy.  The  largeft  plantations,  and  greateft  number  of 
tr^^  of  all  forts  are^certainly  on  the  eftateof  Finxeaq,  jet* 
among  many  others,  two  remarkable  trees  grow,  the  one 
at  Midftrath,  and  the  other  at  Ballogie,  which  have  defer- 
vedly  been  refortec}  to  and  admired  by  the  curious.  The 
one  at  MidAratb  is  aib,  and  meafures  upwards  of  20  feet  i^i 
carcamference  at  the  ground,  from  17  to  19  feet  little  above 
the  ground.  Its  branches  are  as  large  as  ordinary  trees.  It  is 
vulgarly  called  the  J^faidenof  Midftratb.     The  tree  at  Bal- 

I         Ipgie  is  birch  of  tb^  v^eeping  fort ;  fome  think  it  iqo  feet 

I  high,  others  only  from  70  to  Ho.     It  has  a  ftraight  (lem  of 

50  feet  and  upwards,  and  5  feet  in  circumference  through 

I  the  whole.     Many  young  trees  of  the  above  kind  on. the 

bum  of  Chattie,  are  in  a  fair  way  of  equalling  foon  this 

I         .beautiful  one  *• 

Vol.  IX.  R 

I  -*  To  the  northeaft  of  Finzeaa,  *r.a  hill  called  the  Gallow  Hill.  Ano- 

I  nher  is  near  to  Ballogie.     There  the  fiarons  of  old,  who  held  their  eftates 

with  power  of  pit  and  gallows,  put  to  death  any  of  their  tenants  or  de- 

I  pendents,  who  were  fo  unfortunate  as  to  fall  under  their  difpleafure.  What 

'  blefled  days  do  we  now  enjoy,  in  comparilbn  of  thefe  ?    How  tliankful  to 

Cod,  and  loyal  to  the  King,  ought  we  therefore  to  be  ?    Our  cafe  has 

been  meliorated,  and,  by  a  wife  Legiflature,  wiU,  by  degrees,  be  fo  ftill. 

I  Were  ibme  of  the  duty  taken  off  the  leather  and  the  malt,  this  would 

greatly leafe  the  fnbiedl  in  this  comer.   Were  the  landlords  to  grant  long- 

«r  ieafes,  and  be  pleafed  to  take  «  moderate  converfion  for  the  multure. 

I  paid  to  the  miU,  this  would  encourage  the  tenants  to  improve,  and  would 

I  .wean  them  from  the  old  miprodu^ive  mode  of  farming.    ^>re  allow. 

I  jmce  given  them  for  the  ftoncfoot  of  their  houfes,    as  well  as  for  the  tim* 

I  httt  whicl)^  by  the  by,  is  done  in  the  land  of  Ballogie,  this  would  induce 

tliem 
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them  to  be  at  fome  expenfe  in  building  neat  boufes,  witne&  what  is  4- 
|«ad]r  done  in  Monywell.  Were  allowance  given  for  inclofing,  (thepariih, 
for  the  moft  part,  being  uninclofed),  and  were  the  inclofores  protedted  bjr 
winter  herding,  to  which  the  heritor  Ihould  bind  them,  this  wonld  be  pa- 
tronizing the  improver,  and  be  prododlive  of  the  moft  beneficial  effe^s. 
Vere  care  taken  bj  all  to  improve  the  morals  of  tl^emfelves,  and  all  a- 
round  them,  how  happy  and  profperous  might  our  land  and  people  be  !— r 
As  to  the  ftate  of  a  remote  comer  of  this  parifh,  called  the  Foreft,  or 
Glen-Birfe,  in  the  year  1 724,  the  firft  inhabitant  went  to  refide,  and  cul. 
tivate  the  ground  there ;  now  there  are  1 20  acres  and  odds  under  cultiva- 
tion,  yielding  upwards  of  L.  (So  rent.  There  are  147  inhabitants.  Being 
removed  from  the  means  of  education,  their  children  and  young  people, 
in  number  g;,  are  in  great  want  of  a  teacher.  In  a  neighbouring  glen, 
called  Glenchatt,  there  are  near  50  inhabitants ;  formerly  only  a  few  fa- 
milies. By  the  increafe  in  thefe  glens,  perhaps  the  population  of  the  parifli 
is  equal  to  what  it  was  30  or  40  years  ago ;  though,  in  many  places,  there 
are  fewer  inhabitants,  owing  to  the  union  of  farms,  &,c.  Application  has 
been  made  lately  to  the  Society  for  propagating  Ghriftian  Knowledge,  in 
behalf  of  the  above  glens,  that  a  teacher  may  be  nominated  for  them^; 
^nd  we  tnift  the  Sociqty  will  lend  a  favourable  ear  to  our  petition. 


»/  kingoldrufHi  i^t 

Ij  U  M  B  E  R    IX. 
t^ARISH   or   KINGOLDRUMi 


(CouKTT  OF  Forfar,  Stkob  of  Angus  and  Msarks^ 

PRESBTTERT    OF  MeIGLE.) 


J3y  thi  Rev.  Mr  James  Badekacb^ 


Nanie^  Extdit^  Surface^  CUfndte^  &c. 

^T^HE  origin  of  the  nante  feems  to  be  uncertain.  It  is 
^  fiud  to  be  derived  from  the  Gaelic,  and  to  lignify^ 
^  The  Town  between  the  Drums."  This  fignification  is, 
it  leaft,  ezpreffive  of  the  local  fituation  of  the  kirk  and 
kirktown,  whieh  Hand  between  two  drums  or  eminences, 
with  the  bum  of  Crombj  running  between  them.  The 
pariih  is  about  7  miles  from  N.  to  S.  and  2t  from  E.  to  W4 
Itb  properly  a  hillj  or  mountainous  difiriA,  with  fmall  rivu- 
lets between  the  hills,  in  which  there  is  good  angling  for 
trout.  In  the  north  part  of  the  parifii  the  mountains  rife 
to  a  confiderable  height,  efpeciallj  Catlaw,  whofe  eleva- 
tion  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  has  been  found,  by  baro- 
nietrical  menfuration,  to  be  1264  feet,  and  at  the  bafe  of 
^'rtushi  on  the  N^£.  there  is  a  chalybeate  fpring,  ufefnl  in 

we^ikneflcs*. 
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weaknefles.  On  Catlaw,  and  the  adjoining  mountiuiiSr 
partly  green,  and  partly  heath,  there  is  excellent  pafture 
for  (heep ;  and  Catlaw  mutton  is  remarkable  for  its  fupe- 
rior  delicacy  and  flavour.  There  is  but  little  flat  land  ;  al- 
moft  the  whole  of  it  floping  gently  with  a  north  or  fouth 
expofure.  The  climate  is  nearly  the  fame  throughout  the 
whol  parifh,  and  any  variation  is  owing  to  expofore  and 
local  fituation.  Along  the  braes  of  Balfour  and  Baldovie, 
lying  to  the  fouth,  and  (heltered  with  a  riiing  ground  on 
the  north,  the  air  is  rather  milder  and  more  temperate 
than  in  any  other  part  of  the  parifli;  and  both  fpriog 
and  harveft  fomewhat  earlier.  The  air,  however,  in  gene- 
ral* is  cold  and  (harp,  yet  extremely  healthy;  and  to  the 
falubrity  of  the  air  and  the  water,  it  may  probably  be  ow« 
ing  that  agues  never  make  their  appearance.  The  preva- 
lent difeafes  are  fevers,  colds,  fore  throats,  and  confump- 
taons. 

So//,  Produce^  and  Rent. — ^The  foil  is  various  :  In  fome 
places  it  is  &«ktfid  of  day,  cold  and  wet;  in  others  a  light 
(and  ;  bdt  ih  general  is  a  rich  black  mould.  The  principal 
crops  are  barley  and  oats.  Of  late  years  xilrheat  has  been 
raifed  in  particular  plaices,  efpecially  in  the  braes  of  Kenny 
and  Baldovte,  with  great  fuccefs.  Turnip-  and  potatoes^ 
clover  and  rye-gra6,  are  common  in  every  part  of  this  pa- 
rilh.  A  fmall  quantity  of  peafe  is  fown  chiefly  for  fodder, 
and  on  every  farm  more  or  lefs  flax- feed,  for  domeftic  ufes. 
More  grain  is  raifed  than  is  confumed  by  the  inhabitants  \ 
a  part  of  their  barley  is  bought  by  a  diftiller  in  the  paiilh^ 
and  the  remainder,  with  the  oats,  wheat,  and  meal,  are 
carried  to  the  Dundee  and  the  Kirrimuir  markets.  Bodi 
fpring  and  hlrveft  are  later  than  in  the  vale  of  Strathmcnc^ 
to  the  fouth,  owing  to  more  fi-equeht  ibowers  anlol^g  th'6 
hills,  and  to  a  keener  air  in-  the  narrow  openings  between> 
s  thcitty. 


^ 
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ttkCtOf  than  in  a  wide  extended  vale.  The  foil  is  in  mod 
places  of  excellent  quality,  and  climate  onlj  is  wanting  to 
Fender  it  extremelj  |>rodi]lftiire.  The  v^ued  rent  of  the 
pariih  is  L.  1555  Scots ;  the  real  rent  about  L.  1600  Ster« 
Hd^.  Moft  of  the  leafes  were  granted  feveral  years  ago,, 
and  noony  of  thenr  are  faid  to  be  extremely  rbafonable* 
The  arable  acris  is  froiti  5^.  ta  i8s.  aiid  the  number  of  ara* 
bk  acres  is  between  3000  and  40CO.  There  is  no  map  of 
Ae  pariili,  her. ban  the  wafte  land  and  rough  paflure  be  a£- 
eertaiiied  with  any  degree  of  precifion.  There  are  8  heri* 
COTS,  I  of  whom  refides  ^nflantly,  and  another  oecaiion^ 
•By. 

Improvemints.^'^WxtiAn  the  laft  20  years  confiderable 
improvements  have  been  made*  The  fitnation  is  favour- 
able for  manure,  from  being  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of 
an  inezhamtihie  fund  of  ihell  marl,  a  part  of  which  lies  10 
the  pariffa,  and  belongs  to  the  proprietor  of  Balfour,  from 
which  his  own  tenants  have  privilege,  by  their  leafes,  to 
any  quantity  which  their  improvements  require.  Beiides 
kying  out  the  fields  in  a  regular  manner,  fallowing,  and 
marKog,  feveral  farms  have  been  inclofed  with  fubAantial 
ftone  fences,  an  improvement  which  greatly  enhances  their 
irrioe.  Planting  likewife  is  going  on  in  different  places, 
and  in  particular  upon  the  eftate  of  Captain  Wedderburh 
of  Pearfie,  where,  beGdes  a  confiderable  portfon  of  the  ara- 
ble land  being  inclofed,  there  are  plantations  to  a  great  ez« 
tent.  A  good  deal  of  attention  has  alfo  been  paid  to  the 
breeding  of  horfes  and  cattle,  as  Well  for  fale  as  for  private 
life,  and  the  breed  of  both  has  of  late  years  been  much  im- 
proved. Upon  the  eftate  of  Pearfie,  cattle,  bred  out  of 
foMdl  highland  cowd,  have  arifen,  from  the  richnefs  of  the 
paftnre  to  fuch-a  fiz'e,  as  to  bribg  L«  10,  L.  ta,  and  fome- 

times 
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times  L«  15   a  head,    for  tarnip-feedingy  or  heavy  isaf^ 
riagcs, 

AntijuUies.-^On  a  hill  called  the  Schurrocby  to  the  weft-* 
ward  of  the  church,  there  are  in  three  different  places,  e- 
qnallj  diftant  from  each  other,  feveral  large  ftones,  ereded 
in  a  circular  form,  called  here  Druds  altars,  which  is  evi« 
dentlj  a  corruption  of  Dhiids  altars,  and  (hows  them  to 
have  been  places  of  Pagan  worfliip.  Upon  the  top  of  ano- 
ther hill,  called  Catlaw,  already  mentioned,  which  bounds 
this  parifh  on  the  north,  there  is  a  very  large  cairn  of 
ftones,  in  a  circular  form  alfo ;  but  whether  ufed  as  a  place 
of  worihip,  or  of  obfervation,  from  whence  fignals  were 
^ven  to  the  country,  on  the  approach  of  an  enemy,  is  un- 
certain. The  caftle  of  Balfour,  formerly  the  principal  re- 
fidence  of  Ogilvy  of  Balfour,  an  ancient  fiBLikiily«  and  a  de» 
fcendent  of  the  family  of  Airly,  has  ibme  claim  to  anti- 
quity. As  there  is  no  date  to  be  feen  upon  any  part  of 
the  waUs,  which  are  ftill  ftanding,  it  is  not  generally  known 
in  what  year  it  was  built.  The  ftrii&ure  is  evidently  is 
the  Crothic  ilyle  ;  and,  from  fads  conneded  with  it,  about 
which  there  is  no  uncertainty,  muft  be  upwards  of  200 
years  old,  and  might  probably  have  been  ereded  about  the 
middle  of  the  i6th  century.  The  family  of  Balfour  i» 
funk  into  the  family  of  Fotheringham,  and  Colonel  Fothe-* 
ringham  of  Pourie,  by  the  female  line,  is  proprietor  of  the 
eftate  of  Balfour,  the  moft  ezteniive,  and  the  beft  land  of 
any  in  the  parifh. 

Population^  ^r.— According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  was  then  780.  The  population  is  dimi« 
niihing.  The  prefent  number  is  about  600.  Of  whom  are 
x8  or  20,  who  are  Epiicopalians  *,  and  2  men  and  i .  wo- 
jnan,  who  are  Seceders.     The  number  of  families  is  129* 

The 
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The  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  as  inferted  in  the  pariib*^ 
itgifter  for  the  laft  10  jears,  are  as  under : 

Years.  Births.  Marriages.  Deaths. 

1781                 18                 6  14 

178a                 15                 o  9 

1783  18       7  16 

1784  13       5  10 

1785  18       5  10 

1786  9       8       12 

1787  15  5  8 
1788.  n  3  14 
1789               16               8  9 

X79O  16  7  22 

1791  IS  10  II 

No  manuSsiftures  are  carried  on  in  the  parifli.  There 
are  but  few  tradefioaen  of  any  defcription,  and  thefe  few 
gre  employed  for  parochial  purpofes ;  alm'oft  all  the  reft 
of  the  inhabitants  being  engaged  in  the  operations  of  huf- 
bandry.  The  decreafe  of  population,  as  above  ftated,  is 
owing  partly  to  the  union  of  farms,  and  partly  to  tradef- 
men  and  fmaller  tenants  removing  to  villages  and  fea-port 
towns,  from  intereft  or  convenience.  In  confequence  of 
this  decreafe,  together  with  the  flouriOiing  ftate  of  manu* 
fiiSures  in  Angus,  the  wages  of  labouring  fervants  have  a- 
rifen  in  a  quadrupie  ratio^  within  the  laft  40  years  *. 

Stipend^ 

*  For  example,  the  beft  ploughman  in  this  pariih,  and  perhaps  in  the 
JSnes  of  Angus,  could  have  been  hired  about  40  years  ago,  for  L.  2,  or 
L.  2,  5$.  in  the  year;  whereas  good  ploughmen  are  receiving  at  prefent, 
60m  L.  8  to  L.  9.  The  rife  in  the  wages  or  women  fervants,  day  labou* 
fen,  and  harveft  reapers,  is  in  the  fame  pr  tportion ;  and,  for  the  laft  ten 
years,  has  been  more  rapid  than  in  any  period  of  the  fame  extent,  within 
the  40.    The  fiirmcr  il  however  enabled  to  meet  thia  advaace  of  the  price 

«f 
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Stipend^  Poor^  ISc. — ^Th^  ftipend  ia  82^  bolb  Tidiud^ 
^d  L.  23  :  8  :  3-^  iponey,  belides  a  xnanfe  and  glebe  of  a- 
bout  4  acres.  The  church  was  originallj  a  parfonage,  be- 
longing to  the  Abbey  of  Arbroath  \  and  the  greater  part 
of  the  prefent  ftipead  is  payable  from  abbey-lands  in  that 
neighbourhood.  Towards  the  end  of  the  12th,  or  in  the 
beginning  of  the  X3th  century,  a  donation  o^  the  parifh 
was  made  to  the  abbey  by  Sir  Allan  Durward  of  Len- 
trathen,  and  this  donation  is  faid  to  have  been  confirmed 
by  a  charter  from  the  Hoftiary  of  Scotland^^  of  date  1253. 
From  the  time  of  the  donation  by  Sir  Allan  Durward,  un- 
til fome  years  after  the  middle  of  the  i6th  century,  the 
lands  of  Kingoldrum  continued  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Ab- 
bey, and  about  the  year  1 565,  the  greater  part  of  them  is 
faid  to  have  been  feued  cum  decimis  inclufis.  The  burden 
of  the  ftipend  continued  ftill  to  fall  upon  the  Abbey,  and 
after  the  eredion  of  the  Abbey  into  a  temporal  lordffaip,  it 
devolved  upon  the  titular  of  the  tithes.  The  confeguence 
of  which  was,  that,  by  the  decreet  of  provifion,  dated  in 
the  year  1635,  more  than  one  half  of  the  prefept  flip^Qd 
was  allocated  upon  abbey-lands  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Arbroath,  from  which  it  contii^nes  to  be  payable  to  the 
minifter  of  Kingoldrum  till  this  day. — In  a  parilh  in  which 
there  is  no  village,  and  fcarce  any  houfeholders  who  have 
not  fome  employment  adequate  to  their  fuflenance,  there 
cannot  be  many  who  ftand  in  need  of  alms.  The  number 
at  prefent  upon  the  poors  roll  amounts  only  to  5 ;  all  of 

whom 


of  labour,  upon  tliefe  grounds,  that  f^wtt  fervants  are  nec^flaiy,  aii4  j 

worK  is  pei'fur:ned  by  the  laiue  number  of  iervants.  than  in  anj  former 
period ;  becaufc  a  third,  or  certainly  left  than  a  half  of  the  fame  farm 
yields  better  grain,  and  a  greater  quantity  of  it,  than  the  whole  did  30  or 
j^o  years  ago ;  and  becaufe  his  grain,  his  horfes,  and  his  cattle,  his  pouU 
try.  his  butter,  and  his  chceie,  are  brought  to  »  better,  and  for  the  moft 
|)art  to  a  ready-money  market* 
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whom  are  heads  of  families,  and  receive  a  weekly  allow* 
ance.  Befides  coUedions  in  the  church  on  the  Sundays,  1 
there  is  a  confiderable  fund  belonging  to  the  poor,  the  in* 
tcreft  of  which,  together  with  the  weekly  collefUons,  is 
fufficient  for  every  purpofe  of  parochial^  charity.  In  the 
year  1782,  the  year  in  which  the  prefent  incumbent  was 
ordsdnedy  it  does  not  appear  that  the  number  of  poor  in- 
aeafed,  and  the  only  difference  between  that  and  other 
jears,  feems  to  have  been  a  more  liberal  difburfement  to 
fdch  as  were  already  upon  the  roll* 

Matmersj  &c. — Plainnefs  of  manners  and  honefly  in  their 
dealings,  charaSerize  the  inhabitants  of  this  diftriA.  In 
theb'  feveral  occupations  they  are  induftrious,  and  at  the 
lame  time  carry  on  their  bufineis  without  noife  and  without 
leods.  Many  of  them  are  in  eafy  circumftances,  and  all 
five  within  their  income.  Their  ftature  is  about  the  mid* 
Sk  fize;  their  food  plain,  and  they  pofiTeis  all  the  fpirit  and 
afiivity  of  Highlanders.  In  profeiSon  they  are  Preibyte- 
rians,.  and  well  attached  to  the  family  on  the  throne.  If 
their  zeal  is  temperate,  it  is  not  the  lefs  real ;  want  of  enthu- 
fiafih  being  no  proof  of  indifference,  but,  on  the  contrary,  of 
iboodneis  in  principle.  Whether  the  parifli  has  produced 
any  eminent  men,  either  in  fcience  or  in  arms,  is  uncertain  ; 
it  is  faid,  however,  to  have  given  birth  to  a  famou3  aArefr 
m  the  Ikigliih  Aage. 


Vol.  IX.  S  NUM- 
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N  U  M  B  E  R    X. 
PARISH    OF    ABERNYTE, 


(CouNTT  OF  Perth,  Stnod  of  Angus  and  Mearns, 
Presbytery  of  Dundee.) 


By  tie  Rev.  Mr  James  Adamson. 


Namef  Situation^  Extent^  and  Soil, 

ABerktte  is  evidently  of  Gaelic  origin,  referring  to  the 
fituation  bCthe  village^Jiear  the  confluence  of  t^(o  ri« 
vuletSy  one  of  which  had  probablj  obtained  the  name  oC 
Njrte.  It  is  nearly  equally  diftant  from  the  towns  of  Perth 
and  Dundee  ;  and  is  entirely  fituated  in  thofe  hills  that  rife 
gradually  from  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie^  to  the  top  of  the  ridg& 
of  Dunfinnan.  The  higheft  point  of  which,  called  King's 
feat,  is  1050  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  atid  is  in  this^ 
pariih.  The  moil  cultivated  part  of  the  pariih  lies  700  or 
8co  feet  lower,  and  is  diftant  from  the  frith  of  Taj  in  a 
right  line  about  3  miles.  This  pariih  forms  a  kind  of  irre- 
gular oval,  becoming  very  narrow  at  each  end  ;  its  great- 
eft  length  little  more  than  3  miles,  its  greateft 
breadth  about  2  ;  the  valley,  about  half  a  mile  in  length, 
in  which  the  village  is  fituated,  and  the  braes  on  the  fides 
of  it,  are  of  a  lighti  dry,  fertile  foil,  lying  upon  a  bed  of 

coarfe 
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coarfe  gra^,  <irWher  rotten  moor-ftotie*  The  groufids 
higher  ap,  of  a  deep,  loofe,  poor  foil,  and  partly  of  mortar, 
or  coarfe  till,  on  a  bed  of  wet  gravel.  Toward  tiie  tops  of 
die  hUk  the  foil  is  thin  and  rocky,  producing  little  but 
coarfe  grafs,  mixed  with  heath.  The  number  of  acres  in 
the  parifli  cannot  be  accinrateiy  afcertained,  but  i&  eftima- 
ted  at  1600. 

Heritors  and  Rent,^^Tht  parifli  is  divided  among  4  heri- 
tors, I  of  whom  pofiefies  more  than  half  of  it ;  none  of 
them  refide.  The  valued  rent  is  L.  1126  j  1^3  ^4  Scots^ 
and  the  real  rent  abotitL.  630  Sterling.  The, farms  are 
lee  either  at  a  fixed  fum  for  the  whole  &rm,  or  at  a  certain 
value  the  acre ;  fo  thait  the  r^nt  of  differc^nr  kinds  of  ibil 
cannot  be  accarately  dated,  every  farm  containing  fome 
portion  of  hill  or  moor  ground.  The  valley  iti  which  the 
vilhge  and  church  lUiid,  is  let  at  L.  2  Sterling  the  acre,  be- 
ing  divided  into  fmall  poUeUlons. 

Climatej  Difeafes.-^Hht  ^ir,  as  in  other  hill  countries,  is 
dry  and  cold  ;  feed  time  and  harveft,  later  than  in  the  low 
groonds  of  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie.  Oats  and  ^eale  are  fowa 
from  the  end  of  March  to  the  middle  of  April  \  potatoes 
a&d  fl^x  in  the  esid  of  .April ;  barley  frbm  the  ift  to  the 
end  of  May  -,  turnips  in  the  beginning  of  July  ;  wheat  from 
the  end  of  September  to  the  middle  of  November.  Wheat  is 
generally  reaped  about  the-ehd  of  Aiiguft  )  t4)e  harveit  of  the 
other  crops  focceeds  foon  after.  In  the  hi^ier  and  mooriih 
psn  of  the  parifli,  it  is  often  the  end  of  November  before 
aH  is  got  in.  No  epidemic  difeafes  have  been  remarkable 
for  their  ravages  in  this  parifli^  except  thofe  common  every 
where  among  children.  •  The  people  have  very  lately  be- 
gan to  permit  inoculation  for  the  fmall  pox.  About  40 
ynn  agOy  fome  people  entertained  an  idea,  that  the  hUl 

country 
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•ottntrj  w»  leis  healthy  than  the  low  wet  land  of  the 
Carfe.     The  reverfe  is  now  uadoubtedly  the  fiaift  here  ;  for 
ibme  yean  pad  in  the  fpriog,  a  rufh  fever  has  vifited  the  low 
grounds  on  each  fide  of  the  hills,  viz.  The  Carfe  and  Strath- 
more,  and  carried  piFnttiiibets;  very  few,  however,  of  th« 
inhabitants  of  this  pariQi  were  iafeQed,  and  none  died.     Of 
epidemic  difeafes,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  agues,  which 
fome  years  ago  appeared  in  great  numbers,  both  in  high 
and  low  grounds,  have  now  eotirelj  vaniihed.     This  has 
been  attributed  to  the  draining  of  wet  lands,  and  more  nou- 
rishing diet  of  the  people.     I  have  been  affured,  that  30 
years  ago,   if  a  farmer  in  the  fpring  wanted  4  of  his  cot- 
tagers for   any   piece  of  work,   he    generally  ordered  6, 
knowing  the  probability  that  fome  of  them,  before  the 
work  could  be  finiOied,  would  be  rendered  unfit  for  labour, 
by  an  attack  of  the  ague.     Rheumatifm^,  called  emphati- 
cally the  painsf  prevail  in  this  dillrift,  as  in  moll  places  pf 
Scotland.     The   mod  general  difeafe,  however,  ip  this  di- 
flrid,  and  particularly  in  this  pariih,  is  fcrofula ;  not  a  fa- 
mily of  mod  of  the  indigenous  inhabitants  pf  the  lower  ranks 
is  free  from  it.     Some  labourers  in  this  pariih  are  at  pre- 
ff  nt  deprived  by  it  of  the  power  of  earning  their  fubfift- 
ence.    This  evil  feems  rather  to  be  on  the  ipcreafe,  from  the 
carelefbHefs  of  the  people  *  thejoeiielves,  and  the  intermar- 
riages of  the  ijnfound  with  the  healthy. 

Population. — According  to  the  return  made  to  Dr  Wcl^* 
iter,  the  number  of  fouls  was  then  238.  The  population, 
though  now  nearly  ttie  lame  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  cen- 
tury, has  decreafed  confiderably  within  thefe  20  years. 
The  number  of  inh  ibitants,  on  ift  January  179a,  was  345', 
of  ezaminablo  perfons,  u  €.  above  8  years  of  age,  276. 

I    .,  .   ;  ,  Births. 
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Births. 

Marriages. 

Deaths. 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

178a 

6 

8 

14 

5 

4 

»783 

5 

% 

7 

3 

3 

1784 

7 

6 

»3 

9 

>3 

178s 

6 

6 

la 

4 

8 

1786 

3 

9 

la 

8 

6 

1787 

3 

8 

II 

la 

6 

1788 

7 

3 

10 

10 

4 

1789 

II 

5 

16 

6 

8 

1790 

8 

4 

la 

4 

5 

>79«     . 

7 

6 

»3 

a 

la 

Total, 

63 

57 

lao 

70 

69 

Average 

» 

la 

7 

7 

The  marriages  are  of  perfons  not  coaples. 

The  great  number  of  deaths  in  1784  and  X79X»  was  ow- 
ing to  the  natural  fmall  pox. — The  average  number  of 
births,  at  the  beginning  of  the  century^  is  xx.5.  At  that** 
period,  the  regifter  of  marriages  and  deaths  is  verj  inac«' 
curate ;  1  have  therefore  taken  no  average  of  them.  The 
whole  nomber  of  houfes  at  prefent  is  73 }  fo  that  the  num« 
ber  to  a  family  b  4.7*  The  proportion  of  births  to  the 
vhole  number,  is  -  -  i  in  28.75 

of  deaths*  •        -  x  in  49 

of  marriages,  -  x  in  49.2 

To  afcertain  the  population  at  the  beginning  of  the  cen- 
tury, we  may  take  X2 :  345  ::  xi.5  :  330.6.  It  appears  that 
the  method  mentioned  for  albertaining  the  real  ftate  of 
popolation,  of  multiplying  births  by  26,  and  deaths  by  36, 
^rould  g^ve  an  inaccurate  ftate  of  the  numbers  of  this  pa* 

rifli. 
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lifli.  It  IS,  however,  to  be  remarked,  that  children  borti 
dead,  or  who  die  before  they  arc  baptized,  arc  neither  re- 
corded in  the  regifter  x)f  births  nor  deaths. 

Births.  Marriages.  Deaths. 

Males.  Females.    Total. 
1760  8  9  17  58 


1761 

9 

4 

»3 

7 

n 

176a 

10 

6 

16 

13 

XI 

1J63 

6 

JO 

16 

8 

8 

1764 

9 

7 

16 

4 

18 

i!765 

.  6 

..  7 

»3 

9 

7 

1266 

10 

10 

30 

-  7 

9 

11^1 

9 

10 

^ 

(0 

10 

1768 

5 

a 

7 

9 

13 

1769 

12 

8 

20 

3 

10 

Total, 

84 

73 

isr 

73 

107 

Average, 

ji-7 

10.7 

.  To  ifcertain  the  population,'  w«  m%j  take  12:345 
^-ii['j7  i45i.3«  The  txamioation«roU  was  562.  Thefe- 
ftee-  276  :  345  ::  3^2 :  456.8.  It  appaars  th«n  that  this 
has  decr<ftai«d  at  iedl  i"^*  To  confirm  this  aeconnt/ 
knajr  be  added  thfltuwo  viUages,  ^htoh  then  oonfifted  o^ 
^  haufies,  have  now  only  30  ;  that  another,  which  had  % 
or  91,  has  now  only  one  ;  though,  to  comp^rnfate  this  lols  in 
part,  ibme  new  honfts  have  lately  been  built  in  different  ii- 
tuatkos.  Depbpuiatioii  was  produced  here,  by  the  fame 
itkeans  which  bronght  it  aboQt  in  other  places,  the  expul*- 
flon  t£  xx>txa^n*  Thrtr  difufe,  however,  arofe  here  from 
a  caufe  diiferetit  frcM  the  cMtimc*  of)e.;  in  geneiad,  it  pro>-' 
MK^cd  frMQ  the«ttbcgi9nieat^fariii9^  aodjuAdiagi  of  &• 

vcral 
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vetil  into  one.  Here,  by  the  diminution  and  feparatxon 
of  farms.  Previous  to  1769,  the  whole  eftate  of  Aber- 
njrte,  which  is  more  than  half  the  pariih,  was  let  to  four 
fanners,  who  poflefled  their  arable  lands  in  the  old  (late  oC 
rua  ridge,  and-  held  their  grais  in  common.  A  divtfion 
was  then  made,  and  the  eftate  fpUt  into  five  &rms  of  a 
larger  kind,  and  8  or  xo  of  imaller  dimenfions.  The  te- 
nants of  this  latt  order,  being  generally  manufadrurers,  witb  , 
large  &miiies,  managed  their  little  farms  without  the  aiM.<- 
ance  of  any  fervants.  And  the  others  preferred  unmarried 
fervants,  who,  living  in  the  hou£e,  were  coniiantly  under 
their  eje,  to  cottagers  \  who  having  families  at  home,  wer& 
fuppofed  to  pay  more  attention  to  them  than  was  confident 
with  their  mailer's  intereii.  Another  caufe  that  haa  afied« 
ed  population  in  fome  degree,  is  the  non-refidence  of  iisim^ 
farmers,  and  the  inclofing  and  turning  into  ^afs  a  large 
farm,  which  has  now  upon  it  neither  farmer  nor  fcrvant* 
la  a  large  diftrid  the  operation  of  thefe  caufes  would  be 
fcaroe  felt ;  but  in  a  fmall  pariQi  like  this,  their  elfeds  are 
more  confpicuous.  There  is  fcarce  a  place  in  the  parifik 
now  that  defer ves  the  name  of!  a  village.  Three  hamlets ' 
contain  among  them  41  houfes.  The  other  houfes  are. 
fcattered  through  the  pariih ;  many  of  them  (land  fingly, 
a  few  of  them  in  pairs  or  greater  numbers.  All  the  inh»> 
bitauts  are  natives  of  Scotland.  There  are  88  married  pcr- 
fons;  13  widows  and  3  widowers;  males  above  8  years^ 
ia6;  females,  ijo;  males  below  8,  39;  fcrafales,  30* 
Farmers  who  have  no  other  occupation,  7  -,  their  fervants^. 
18 ;  fervants  of  farmers  not  refidiog,  7  ;  wrights,  6  ;  turn- 
er,  I ;  cooper,  i  *,  weavers,  1 7 ;  tailor,  i  ;  ihoemakers,  2  ^ 
brewers,  2  ;  butcher,  i ;  flaxdreflers,  2  ;  thatcher,  1  •,  fmiths^ 
3i  coni*milkrSy  3  \  flax-millers^  5  \  carters,  %\  labonrersi  6» 

Agriculture,, 
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Agriculture^  ^e.-^Y^rj  confiderable  improvements  have 
taken  place  in  this  parifii  within  thefe  3o  or  30  years.  One 
of  them  I  already  hinted  at,  the  aboliOiing  the  run-ridge 
f jftem.  The  inconveniencies  of  the  old  fjftem,  and  its  in- 
fluence in  retarding  improvement,  are  very  obvious.  But 
indeed  the  genius  of  the  country  at  that  time  was  little  di- 
reded  to  this  important  objed.  Proprietors  farming  their 
own  lands  made  as  little  progreis  as  the  opprefled  tenant. 
About  20  years  ago,  a  new  fpirit  feemed  to  arife  in  all  this 
part  of  the  country.  Improvements  took  place  every 
where.  Certain  circumfiances  in  the  fituation  of  this  pa- 
ri(b  retarded  their  progreis  among  us  for  fome  years.  One 
of  the  mod  powerful  of  thefe  circumfUnces,  was  the  ihort 
leafes  given  to  the  tenants.  Many  farms  were  held  only 
by  the  year.  This,  however,  was  lately  remedied  in  fome 
degree,  and  leafes  for  19  years  granted  through  all  the  pa- 
rifli.  Improvement  followed  of  courfe,  furze  and  broodk 
were  grubbed  up  on  the  hills,  and  the  land  ploughed  for 
the  firft  time  ;  bogs  were  drained,  and  pafture  and  outfield 
grounds  brought  into  more  perfeft  cultivation.  There  is 
ftill  much  outfield  ground  in  the  higher  part  of  the  pariih. 
One  farm  is  divided  into  15  acres  infield,  and  125  outfield, 
befides  moor  grounds.  The  means  of  improvement  here 
are  green  crops,  particularly  artificial  grafles,  fallowing  and 
lime.  A  little  marl  was  ufed  fome  years  ago,  but  it  is  now 
'  all  exhaufied ;  within  a  convenient  diftance,  lime  is  pre- 
ferred as  a  more  ftimulating  manure,  while  it  is  lels  perni- 
cious to  the  foil,  marl  having  been  found  to  exhauft  the 
ground  very  completely  in  a  fliort  time.  Lime  is  procu« 
red  from  Polgavie,  a  harbour  on  the  Tay,  about  4  miles 
diftant.  It  is  brought  chiefly  from  the  frith  of  Forth  and 
Sunderland,  and  {bme  fmall  quantities  from  Newburgfa,  oa 
the  other  fide  of  the  Tay.  It  is  purchafed  at  the  harbour 
at  the  following  prices:  Newburgh,  the  boll  barley  mea- 
3  to«» 
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fiire,  18.  3  d* ;  Sunderland,  fame  meafure,  1  s.  4  d. ;  Foxtb^ 
wheat  meafure,  is.  6d.  The  general  allowance  the  acre, 
25  boll$  barley  meafure,  or  34  of  wheat  meafure.  Lime  is 
laid  on  with  a  crop  of  wheat  or  barley.  The  manner  of 
ploughing  uniformly  is  with  two  horfes  and  one  man  ;  the 
plough  is  the  common  Englifli.  No  cattle  are  ufed  in  hut 
1)andry  in  any  part  of  the  parilh.  The  number  of  ploughs 
is  3 If  of  carts  35.  No  rotation  of  crops  can  be  faid  to  be 
obferved  in  this  pariih.  They  endeavour  to  have  wheat  e-  ^ 
Ycry  4th  year,  for  which  they  prepare  the  ground  by  fallow, 
peafe,  potatoes,  or  by  a  half  fallow  after  flax.  The  quantity 
of  grain  produced  cannot  be  ftated  with  precifion.  Number 
of  acres  fown  with  wheat  about  70^  peafe  20;  potatoes  1% 
or  14;  flax  16;  turnip  14;  grals  70;  barley  about  120; 
oats  is  the  principal  crop,  but  it  is  impof&ble  to  (late  the 
number  of  acres,  as  that  varies  every  year  as  the  fealoa 
may  fuit  for  breaking  up  outfield  grounds.  Little  barley  is 
fown  in  outfield,  and  bear  is  not  cultivated.  Various  fpe* 
cies  of  wheat  have  been  introduced  here  from  the  Carfe, 
but  the  Scots  white  wheat  is  chiefly  cultivated,  having  firbni 
its  hardnefs  been  found  moft  futted  to  the  clim&te.  The 
oats  ufed  are  the  common  white,  a  few  parcels  of  black  and 
grey  in  the  outfields,  and  fome  eai  ly  Dutch  in  rich  foils* 
Several  experiments  have  been  made  with  other  kinds  of 
earlj^  oats,  with  larger  grains,  but  none  have  turned  out  fo 
profitable  as  thefe,  which  often  produce  10  bolls  the  acre. 
The  general  produce  of  an  acre  may  be  eflimated,  of  wheat, 
barley  and  infield  oats,  about  7  bolls  each  ;  outfield  oats  4; 
peafe  3.  Peafe  are  not  fown  for  the  crop,  but  merely  as  a 
mean  of  melioration.  The  kind  commonly  ufed  is  an  ear- 
ly black.  Beans  arc  very  feldom  attempted.  Flax  pro- 
duces 25  Hones  the  acre  ^  quanticy  fown  is  10  pecks  the 
acre*  The  feed  is  generally  faved ;  though  little  of  it  is  fit 
for  fowing  agayi,  it  brings  about  is.  the  peck  for  the  oil* 
Vol.  IX.  T  inifti, 
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jnills,  Jt  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  firlot,  both  barlej  and 
wheat,  is  a  Scotch  pint  larger  than  the  flfuidard.  This  may 
be  in  fome  degree  owing  to  a  privilege  pofielTed  by  the  burgh 
of  Dundee,  of  taking  a  ladleful  from  every  boll  delivered  in 
the  town  or  at  the  harbour.— About  80  young  cattle  are 
reared  annually,  which  are  fold  at  the  age  of  a  or  3  ypars. 
Very  few  are  fed  in  the  parifti.  flight  or  10  young  hor£^ 
are  annually  bred.  The  number  of  horfes  b  86  9  of  milk 
cows  122  ;  the  cattle  here  are  of  a  fmall  breed,  from  1;  to 
30  ilone ;  there  are  now  no  (heep  kept ;  within  tbefe  40 
years,  there  were  two  confiderable  flocks,  whofe  walks  have 
been  converted  into  tillage,  or  occupied  by  hh^  cattle,  t% 
which  Oi  r  coarfe  pailure  is  better  adapted*. 

ManufiRureSi  JVqges^  Prices^  gtc. — From  the  ilate  of  th^ 
cultivation  of  the  pariih,  it  is  evident,  that  numbers  of 
the  people  ^re  employed  in  agricultore.  The  maoufadurp 
of  coarfe  linen  alfo  en>ploys  ^  qpafi4^rable  proportioD| 
though  the  number  of  weavers  \$  now  greatly  leflened| 
the  deilrudtion  of  cottage^  having  chiefly  affeded  this  daii 
of  people.  'J  he  kinds  manufaftured  here  are  cqarfe  (hirt^ 
ing  and  harn  or  packibeet.  This  fluff  fells  from  3^.  td 
4Td.  the  yard.  An  ordinary  weaver  is  abl^  tp  manqfadurf 

froo4 


*  While  the  improvMBAnt  of  laa4  lA  geafr^l  Hm  been  pretty  well  at-. 

tended  to,  one  branch  of  it,  of  imporance  both  to  thepleafurc  ^d  healtby 
fubdftence  uf  the  aitifan,  has  been  almoil  entirely  neglcifled,  \  t «  garden- 
ing. In  the  gardens  even  of  the  farmers,  the  only  vegetables  raifed  are 
\.2ii\  and  fiotatoes,  and  fomatinMs  a  few  cabbagts.  la  the  cottager's  yard, 
the  laft  is  entirely  omitted  ;  though  they  are  all  fond  of.  and  coniiune 
great  quantities  of  the  onion  tribe,  they  never  think  of  cultivating  a  fingie 
plant  of  them.  The  kail  nfed  here  is  a  coarfe  hardy  red  fpecies,  which 
ieems  peculiar  to  the  country. — No  minerals  have  been  difcovered,  nor 
ai»  there  almoft  any  ftones  fit  for  building ;  to  which  may  be  attribate4 
in  fame  degree,  the  miferable  hove^  ia  which  the  peo^lf  Uyt,  fod  chefcnii 
iocbfuret  that  have  yet  been  ouula. 
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ft<m»  20  to  36  ]^i^ds  a  day.  In  the  pariffi  are  5  milk,  % 
for  com,  and  i  for  fkx.  One  of  the  millb  only  has  thir- 
bge,  wkich  is  not  very  esctenfive,  nor  are  the  multures 
tesnry,  amountrng  on  infucken  or  grain  tltirled  to  a  1 5th 
(ftut  of  the  meal  produced,  on  outfucken,  to  a  20th.  Flat 
irfcntched  at  i&d.  theftone.  On  a  fmall  fiream  called^ 
T%dyad,  vC'hich  feparates  this  parifli  from  Longforgan,  there 
ore,  withiil  the  fpace  of  a  mile,  9  mills,  4  of  which  are  fpf 
fttx,  2^  others  within  the  fame  fpace  were  lately  pnlled 
dimn,  as  they  ftood  withinf  a  piece  of  gronnd  laying  out 
for  pleaftiie  ground*^. 

Living 

9  Ybe  wages  in  this  diftn(5l  are,  for  ft  labourer,  8  d.  or  9  d.  vnxh  his 
viAttals ;  from  I  7.  to  I  s.  41  d.  without ;  ^vhen  engaged  by  the  feafon  for 
ArefluBg,  9  d.  the  boll.  T.nere  is  yet  only  one  threlhing-roill  in  the  pa* 
ti&L.  Wages  of  a  wright,  i  s.  ^d. ;  of  a  uilor,  8  d.  with  yi<fhials.  Oat- 
work  is  generally  done  by  the  piece.  Wages  of  a  man  fervant,  from  L.  8 
tb  L.  10  a-year ;  provilions  to  thofe  who  do  not  eat  in  the  houfe,  16  pound 
ef  ort-meal-  tfte  week,  and  6  d,  fdr  milk,  or  -a  cow  among  two  or  three ;  of 
#01101  fetvaats,  from  L.  3  to  L.  5,  los.  which  are  not  paid  wholly  in 
poney,  but  partly  in  certain^  perquifites  called  bountiths.  Women  not 
engaged  in  fenrice,  are  employed  in  fpinning  yam  for  linens  and  thread; 
^r  fpinning,  they  receive  from  I  s.  a  d  to  i  s.  5  d.  the  fpindle,  of  which 
lliey  ipia  a*  half  one  the  day.  It  appears  from  Boetius,  that  linen  At'as  very 
early  a  cooiidcrable  raanufiidtartf  at  Dundee,  and  it  ftill  continues  the 
ftaple  of  this  country.  A  woman's  hire  for  weeding,  is  5  d.  with  viiftuals, 
fir  8  d  without ;  in  harveft,  9  d.  and  10  d. ;  in  harveft,  a  man^s  i  s.  The 
common  praAice  is  to  hire  for  a  whole  harveft,  when  a  man  receives  from 
lii  I  to  L.  z,  5  s. ;  a  woman,  from  15  s.  to  18  s.  A  harveft  lads  from  3  to 
5  weeks.  In  the  Carfe,  where  the  harveft  is  earlier,  and  of  fhorter  dura- 
tiaoi  they  bai^e  frequently  finiihed  before  we  begin  hfcrr.  Hence  it  is 
n*  oacommoa  thin^  for  a  perfon  to  reap  two  harveds,  and  in  the  courfe 
if  5or6  weekrtoeam,  amanL.  a,  los.  and' a  woman  L.  i,  los.  The 
p>^miioos:fbr  reapers  uniformly  in  this  country,  zrt  bread  and  ale  for  din- 
fiOT;  they  are  allowed  fomewhat  more  than  n  pound  of  oat- bread  and  3 
WttdUdiia  of  ale.^*The  prices  of  proviiions  have- been  d6u*)led  here  withr 
*•  thefe  ao' years.     Butchers  meat  is  from  3  d.  to  4  d.  the  pound;  a  fowl, 

''*'}  «gS»»  fibm^^d.  ta  5  di  ^  batter,  froni  7  d.  to  xo  d.  the  pound ;  ch^efe, 

from 


148  Statijlieal  Account 

Uving  oftbt  People. — ^No  lozurious  mode  of  living  tus  . 
yet  obtained  among  any  clafs  in  this  pariih.  To  the  farmer, 
the  farm  or  the  parifli  fupplies  almoft  every  dainty  except 
fugar  and  tea*  Seldom  any  fpirit  is  ufed  but  whiiky,  ITic 
•wages  earned  by  labourers,  compared  with  the  price  of 
provifions,  point  out  that  the  rearing  of  a  family  cannot  be 
attended  with  great  difficulty.  There  has-  not  been  an  in- 
fiance  of  a  family  applying  for  relief  to  the  feilion  when 
the  parents  were  in  health*  The  ftaple  provifion  ainong 
the  labouring  clais  is  here,  as  in  almoft  all  Scotland,  oat- 
meal. Very  little  meal  of  peafe  or  barley  is  now  eaten^ 
while  wheat  flour  is  daily  coming  more  into  ufc.  Every  pea- 
fant  poffeffes  a  milk  cow,  which,  if  he  rent  no  land,  cofis 
about  L.  I,  10  s.  a-year.  Great  part  of  this  clafs  occupy 
an  acre  or  two  of  land,  and  thus  fupply  thcmfelves  with 
milk  at  lefs  perceptible  expenfe.  From  Auguft  to  April, 
potatoes  in  a  great  meafure  are  fubflituted  for  oat-meal,  f  . 
^  which  they  add  a  little  falt-meat.  In  fpring  and  fummer 
they  fcarce  tafte  butcher-meat,  except  a  little  unfed  veal, 
which  fells  from  i4  d.  to  2  d.  the  pound.  Since  fo  much 
attention  was  paid  to  breeding  cattle,  this  article  of  pro^ 
vifion  is  become  fcarcer.  Tea  and  fugar  are  little  ufeJ  by 
this  clafs  of  people,  though  they  are  daily  becoming  more 
failiionable.  Their  chief  luxuries  are  fnuff,  tobacco  and 
whiiky ;  the  ufe  of  whiiky  has  become  very  great.  In 
this  fmall  pari{h  there  are  two  licenfed,  befides  fome  pri- 
vate 

from  4  s.  5  d.  to  5's.  6  d,  the  (lone.  The  price  of  whett  is  commonly  a* 
bout  6  d.  or  I  s.  above,  and  barley  i  s.  below  the  Haddington '  market. 
Oat-meal  from  lo  d.  to  1  s.  i  d  the  peck.  The  price  of  grain  from  this 
country,  in  the  Canal  and  other  markets,  to  which  it  is  exported,  has 
been  much  hurt  of  late  by  the  injudicious  pra(5lice  among  fome  buyers, 
oi  mixing  in  the  fame  cargo  the  fine  large  full  grain  of  low  rich  foils,  with 
the  lean  light  ftuff  from  the  hills.  This  parifh  raifes  a  great  deal  more . 
provillon  than  ferves  itfelf.  The  overplus  is  difpofed  of  in  the  market&'O^ 
Perth,  Cupar  ia  Angus,  and  Dundee,  chiefly  ixiv^e  lafli. 
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Tite  retailers.     It  has  not,   howevefi  produced  hithert# 
any  very  fenfible  alteration  on  the  conftitntion  and  morab 
of  the  people.     Perhaps,  in  a  hill  country^  and  where,  bj 
the  permiifioa  of  Ymall  (tills,  there  ia  little  temptation  to 
aduherate  the  fpirit,  its  efiefts  may  be  lefs  deleterious. 
The  ufe  of  tobacco  may  almoft  be  faid  to  be  excei&ve,  e- 
fpecially  among  the  female  fex ;  there  is  icarce  a  yoang 
woman,  by  the  time  ihe  has  been  taught  to  fpin,  but  has 
%&i  leamc  to  ixnoke.     Smoking  feems  to  have  been  intro- 
duced here  as  an  antidote  to  rheumatifm  and  ague;  the 
favourable  alteration,  however,  with  refpeA  to  thefe  di£* 
cties,  has  produced  only  a  greater  avidity  for  this  indul- 
,•       gcDce.     Fuel  is  not  an  expend ve  article.     In  fummer  the 
'         peafantry  bum  only  broom  and  furze,  which  they  fre- 
quently have  for  the  cutting,  at  all  times  for  a  fmall  price. 
I         The  light  lands  in  the  hills,  after  being  a  year  or  two  out 
.  of  tillage,  are  over-run  with  broom.     Indeed,   about  49 
I         years  ago,  when  the  exceffive  badnefs  of  the  roads  render- 
I         ed  the  tranfportation  of  fuel  difficult,  it  was  reckoned  no 
I         incon&derable  improvement  to  fow  out  light  lands  with 
I         broom  for  fuel.    In  winter  they  burn  turf  and  coals,  which 
I         laft  fell  at  Polgavie  from  3  s.  6d.  to  4  s-  the^boU,  of  800 
'         wt.     We  have  no  peats.     Coak  are  found  the  cheapeft 
fiiel;  but  the  badnefs  of  the  road^  renders  the  carriage  dif. 
I         ficult.    Hitherto  the  roads  in  this  parifli,  being  a  fmall  one, 
and  having  no  refident  heritor,  have  been  much  negleded.  , 
Now  that  the  principal  roiads  are  making  by  tolls,  it  Is  to 
be  hoped,  that  the  crofs  roads  will  be  attended  to,  without 
-    which  thb  great  improvement  will  be  of  no  ufe  to  the  hill 
country.     To  render  the   conveyance  of  coal  and  lime 
more  eafy ,  it  was  lately  propofed  to  cut  a  canal  from  the 
Tay  to  the  foot  of  the  hills  about  BaledgariK),  about  half 
a  mile  below  this.    This  ufeful  projeS,  however,  feems  at 
frefent  to  be  diopt*    A  canal  would  undoubtedly  be  of 
i  great 
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great  advwfagt  to  this  diftrid,  t4  the  town  ol  Cupar  in 
Angus,  and  to  great  part  of  the  back  coatttrj^  where  thejr 
arc  obliged  to  fetch  theif  coal  and  Hid«  from  Yetih  or  DufN 
dee,  at  a  much  greater  dfftapce  than  the  ht^eit  of  the  m- 
tended  canal  would  be.  The  little  expenfe  that  wotri<l  be 
iocurred  ia  cutting  a  caaal  through  a  eoontry  almoft  pe^ 
it&ky  Icvd,  woald  iwrj  foon  btf  repaid  by  a  triftttg 
dotj. 

5^7>Md;  School^  Poor^  E#r.-«Tb«  Uf  iog  cmfifts  of  a  7  boOb 
of  barlej,  %  of  wheat,  and  4  of  oat-nssal,  and  L»  5^5 
Scats.  Part  of  the  ftipend  ia  paid  out  of  certain  fiinda  be* 
longing  to  the  Cathedral  of  I>iiokeld.  A  gnmt  for  L«  4ft 
was  procured  from  the  Crown  in  17*441  to  be  drvided  2h 
niong  the  miniilers  of  Dunkoldv  Bervie  and  Abemytef 
but  from  the  manaer  is  which  the  money  is  ootteiSied,  thej 
are  able  to  realize  only  about  8  guineas  each.  The  wbola 
ftipend  may  be  wovth  L.  6a,  The  glebe  confi&  of  about 
xo  acres,  one  hidf  of  which  is  rocky  paftore  ground.  The 
King  is  patron  -—The  fchoolmafkr's  fiilary  is  only  xoo 
merks  Scots,  with  a  houfiB  and  garden^  The  fohoiars  may* 
amount  to  ^«  The  fees  are,  for  reading,  i  s.  for  writings 
arithmetic  and  bcin,  i  s.  6  d« ;  the  whole  living,  including 
leffioD-clerk's  emoluments,  does  not  amount  to  L.  15  a* 
year.— ^The  ajverage  number  of  poor  maintained  by  ths' 
,  pariih  is  3  or  4.  The  fund  for  fupporting  them  arifes  from* 
contributions  on  j^nndays,  and  fome  (malt  .fees  for  the  ufc 
of  the  pall,  Su:*  The  annual  amount  of  the  coQediotta 
and  fees  is  about  L.  13.  This  fund  is.  more  than:  fuffieiem 
for  the  maintenance  of  the  poor,  and  has  been  accimui^ 
lating  for  feveral  yeac»  paft.  No  perfon  belonging  to  ther 
parifli  is  permitted  <to  beg.  The  poor,  in  general,  earn 
fome  part  of  their  own  fubfifteoce,  though  there  ase  oocn- 
fioni^y  fome  whole  whole  ftt{fxu:t  muflr  be  derived  frona 

the 


|he  perilb.  It  ihoQld  be  obfervcd,  that  tfa(r  whole  of  the 
fund  cannot  be  laid  out  apon  the  poor ;  every  {efiioo  muft 
five  fome  falary,  however  fmall,  lO  their  clerk,  beadle, 
£u{.  It  is  much  to  be  ik  iihed,  that  fei&ons  oould  afford  to  give 
more  than  the  j  ufuall^  do  to  their  clerk,  who,  in  all  country 
parishes,  is  alio  ibe  fchoolmailer,  as  the  landed  proprietors 
in  bcotland  Ceem  determined  to  oppofe  the  juft  claims  of 
this  moft  uCeful  body  pf  men  to  fbme  increafe  of  lala- 

CbaraScr 

*  In  X  782-5,  this  parifh  Ihared  with  the  reft  of  the  country,  in  the  late- 
•clt  and  fcanttnefs  of  the  crops.  But  the  lbffion*s  fund  was  found  fuifi- 
ocut  fiv  tbe  additivpal  claims  th^n  raade  upon  them,  and  thii  pariih  dd* 
f  lined  accepting  any  of  the  Government  bounty  given  to  ibe  North  of 
Scotland ;  though  fome  of  the  more  opulent  pariihes  in  the  neighbour- 
hood  claimed  their  (hare.  The  yea^i740  i  feems,  from  all  tradition,  to 
iwpe  been  mere  diftrefling  to  the  poor  than  1 782-3.  The  country  itfelf 
pfodttced  S  much  fmailer  quantity  of  grain.  That  moft  ufefiil  vegetable,  . 
potato,  was  unknown;  numufa^ures  were  in  a  much  le(s  flouriihing 
$axt\  snd  cattle,  the  ftaple  commodity  of  thi»  cauntry.at  that  tiiqt  boic  t^ 
price ;  a  cow  or  yuung  o«,  now  worth  L.  (  Sterling,  felling  th«n  for  L.  i^ 
•  tr  L.  12  Scots.  It  appears,  from  tradition,  and  our  feiGon  recocd,  that 
nuch  of  the  peoples  diitre&  here,  arofe  from  want  of  emplpymtnt )  wliidl 
dUftbled  them  from  purchafing  meal,  though  Cold  at  a  lower  price  tlMii 
in  1 783.  The  heritors  of  this  pariA.  according  (o  a  general  order  of  tbs 
cono^.  met  twice,  to  cwfider  the  ftate  of  die  poor,  and  of  the  i^md 
ibr  their  iupport.  The  fe0ioa*s  fund  was  liMiad  adequate  to  the  relief  of 
the  occcOitous,  during  the  whole  of  that  feverc  ftsdbo.  This  fond  thej 
expended  in  purdbai^ng.oat-neal,  which  they  diftriboted  according  (p  th« 
wants  of  faoulies,  allowing  8  pound  the  week  to  young  perfons,  and  thoit 
iiaable  to  work.  **  They  i^pointod  alio  lint  to  be  bought,  ai|d  given  un- 
**  to  thofis  women  that  are  eupuhk  of  ginning,  that  they  may  partly  work 
"  for  their  own  livelihood.*'  I  have  quoted  thefe  words  of  the  record* 
becauie  they  evince,  cither  that  the  art  of  fpinaing  was  not  uiiives&Uy  pnc* 
tiled,  or  that  fome  number  had  been  difabled  from  working.  The  firft  is 
moft  likely.  This  eitra<5l  (hows  alio  tho  low  fl»te  of  the  maaufaduce  at 
that  tine.  A  woman  is  now  able  not  only  to  earn  her  fiibAftence  by 
%ftmjiig,  but  to  Ihvo  money.  The  tax  was  then  bought,  that  they  might 
/r 'i^  ««^  (or  Ihatr  livelihood.    Y«n  then  ibid  Cor  iafii  tiian  tho  fpi»» 

ning 


1^2  StoHfttcaJ  Accouni 

CharaOer  of  the  People. — All  the  inhabitants  befong  to 
the  Eftabliihed  Churchy  except  i  Unitarian,  i  familj  of 
Epifbopak,  «nd  i  of  Baptifts.  There  ace  few  diArids  in 
Scotland  that  have  been  lefs  diibirbed  bj  religious  difTeniions 
than  the  Carfe  of  Gowrie,  From  Perth  to  the  eztremi- 
tjr  of  the  cotuitj  towards  Dundee,  a  populous  diltrift  of 
l8  miles  in  length,  and  5  or  6  in  breadth,  there  are  but 
%  meeting  houfes  for  feparatifts,  each  of  which  has  bat  a 
fmall  flock.  The  inhabitants  of  this  diftrift  were  much 
reproached  by  the  zealots  of  hft  century,  for  their  fupinenefs 
and  carleflnels  about  their  controverfies ;  though  the  people 
here  are  moderate,  they  are  not  juilly  reproached  with  in* 
attention  to  religion ;  in  general  they  attend  its  fervices 
Well.  The  people  are  induftrious  and  peaceable,  though 
unrefined  in  their  manners,  ^ew  have  been  known  to  in- 
lift  in  the  army,  fewer  have  entered  into  the  navy,  none 

belonging 

vkt%  of  it  now  cofts.  Wheels  for  two  hands,  now  univerfally  nfed  m  this 
mookXrj,  were  not  then  introduced.  Wheels  of  any  kind,  indeed  were 
little  nfied.  The  rock  dhd  fpindle  were  the  only  inftniments  for  mana- 
h£bxAn%  yam.-^Another  circumftance,  in  the  record,  points  out  the 
freat  (traits  to  which  the  people  were  reduced.  It  is  well  known  what 
seal  the  people  of  Scotland  at  that  time  chertihed  for  a  ftridl  obferyation 
•f  the  Sahbath ;  yet.  fix  or  feven  of  the  people  having,  in  the  beginnin|r 
tf  barveft,  got  infome  early  parcels  of  grain,  united  in  fetting  the  n^iil  a. 
going,  that  they  might  have  meal  for  immediate  ufe.  1  he  felfion  were 
«nder  the  neceffity  of-taking  cognifance  of  tbis  breach  of  the  Lord's  day. 
And  the  miller  having  ftated  to  them,  **  that  he  never  fet  on  the  mill  on 
*  ^e  Lord's  day,  but  for  the  behoof  of  fuch  people  as  icprefented  to  hzm 
••  that  they  could  get  «*//^r>  fneal  to  buy  mr  borrowi  and  bad  uone'^* 
fend  the  people  alfo  having  declared  that  they  were  in  abfolute  want,  the 
jfeflion  found  them  not  deferving  of  cenfure.  Among  this  group  of  cul. 
priu,  was  Mr  Alexander  Nicol.  at  that  time  fchoolmafter  of  this  pariih. 
He,  at  that  time,  was  nmch  regarded  as  a  poet  in  this  comer,  and  fuflTered 
the  proverbial  lot  of  that  unfortunate  race.  He  publifhed  two  (mall  vo« 
himes,  chiefly  in  the  Scottiih  dialed.  The  firft  called  Nature  without 
Arty  and  die  other  the  Rural. Muie.  He  was  afterwards  tranflated  t« 
CoUace. 
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beloDging  to  this  parifh  has  ever  been  the  fubjeA  of  a  cri- 
minal trial.  One  perlbn  onlj  has  emigrated  to  America. 
There  is  no  record  of  any  murder  having  happened  in  the 
pariih;  tradition  mentions  i  fuicide  about  50  jears  ago. 
Belief  in  the  power  of  fpelL  and  charms  iliU  prevails  here 
in  a  great  degree ;  thej  attribute  power  to  them  onlj  in  in- 
ternal diioraers,  and  fome  chronical  difeafes.  A  know- 
ledge of  them  is  confined  to  a  few  families.  The  recourfe 
of  the  people  to  remedies  of  this  kind  is  lels  to  be  wonder- 
ed at,  as  thej  are  always  adminiflered  gratuitoufly,  and 
many  of  them  are  at  a  diftance  from  a  regular  pra&itioner 
m  phyjic.  It  mufl  be  a  confiderable  time  before  every 
^cies  of  fuperfiition  be  eradicated  from  the  minds  of 
people,  who  coniider  every  thing  as  facred  that  has  been 
iandioned  by  the  belief  of  their  fathers. 

'  Curiqfities  and  -/f/rr/y»A/«.— There  is  a  water-fall  at  the 
bead  of  a  den^  whofe  depth  is  about  50  or  60  feet  perpen- 
dicular. This  den  continues  for  about  half  a  mile,  Vihtn 
it  lofes  itfelf  in  the  Carle  of  Gowrie,  at  the  village  of  Ba- 
ledgamo,  in  the  parifli  of  Inchture.  In  this  den  Mr  Gray, 
fome  years  ago,  attempted  to  open  a  copper- mine  \  but 
though  he  found  fome  ore,  it  was  not  judged  worth  work- 
ing. On  the  edge  of  this  den,  King  Edgar  of  Scotland 
built  a  caflle,  to  overawe  a  powerful  body  of  robbers,  who 
then  infefted  the  country.  No  veftige  of  the  building  now 
remains :  a  farm-houfe,  built  upon  the  fite,  ilill  retains  the 
name  of  the  caftle.  Uppn  the  top  of  a  hill,  called  Glenny- 
law,  are  two  cairns ;  and  a  few  years  ago  there  was  ano- 
ther in  the  glebe,  under  which  a  few  bones  were  found. 
Thefe  are  faid  to  have  been  raifed  in  confequence  of  a  bat- 
tle between  two  powerful  families,  the  Grays  of  Foulis  and 
the  Bojds  of  Fitkindie,  in  this  parifh,  in  which  the  latter 
were  vidorions.  On  the  fame  hill  ia  one  of  tbofe  circlesi 
Vol.  IX.  e  '  «alled 
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called  Druidicalv  confifting  now  cmlj  of  fcven  (tones.  An<(  { 
in  Stockmuir,  about  a  mile  from  thb  one,  there  is  another  | 
c£  nine  ftones  ;  both  have  confided  of  more ;  three  or  four  I 
have- been  taken  Irom  the  firft  not  long  ago.  In  a  few 
jearsy  there  will  be  no  veIHge  of  either.  This  laft  is  fitu-  ^ 
ated  juft  at  the  fopt  of  Dunfinoan  Hill,  on  which  was  the  i 
refidence  of  the  famous  Macbeth.  The  fite  of  his  caiUe 
was  admirably  chofen  for  a  place  of  defence,  being  a  coni* 
cal  Hfing  on  the  weft  end  of  the  hill^  almoft  inaccei&ble,  ex- 
cept on  one  fide.  The  excellence  of  its  fituation  had  be- 
fore pointed  it  out  to  Kenneth  III.  and  other  Kings,  as  a  fe- 
cure^lace  of  refidence.  llie  fite  of  the  caflle  is  within 
the  parifh  of  CoUace.— Upon  the  top  of  King*s-feat,  ano- 
ther part  of  the  fame  hill,  in  this  pariih,  there  is  the  ruin  of 
,  a  circular  inclofure,  fimilar  to  Macbeth's  cafile,  but  much 
(mailer.  Thb,  as  it  commanded  a  more  extenfive  profped 
than  the  cafile  itfelf,  taking  in  befide  a  vaft  extent  of  coun- 
try, great  part  of  the  fea-coaft,  firom  the  mouth  of  the  frith 
of  Forth  to  the  South  Elk,  probably  was  a  watch-tower 
or  out-poft ;  and,  from  this  circumflance,  had  received  its 
name.  So  prevalent  is  the  notion,  that  all  great  atchieve- 
ments  in  former  times,  were  performed  by  men  of  fuperior 
fize  and  firength,  that  Macbeth's  caftle,  though  the  hiftory  of 
it  b  fo  well  known,  is  called  by  no  other  name,  among 
the  vulgar,  than  the  Giants  Houfe. 
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KUMBER    XI. 
PARISH    Of    BIRNIE, 


((SoUKTT  OF  £lGIK»  StKOB  OF  Mo|AT,   PA£8BTT£RT 

OF  Elgjk.) 


J/  tif  Riv*  Mr  JosEi^ii  AKOE&soir. 


ifamff  Extent^  \Sc. 

THIS  pariili  was  tiamed  Brmutb  about  the  beginning  of 
the  13th  Century :  A  name  probably  derived  from 
Brae-nut^  u  i.  ^*  High  land  abounding  in  nuts  \**  for  many 
bazle  trees  once  grew  upon  the  fides  of  the  hills  and  banks 
of  the  rivulets,  and  the  general  appearance  of  the  pari(h  is 
hilly.  The  natives  pronounce  it  Burn-nigh^  u  i.  "  A  vil« 
lage  near  the  bum  or  river/'  This  etymology  is  defcrip- 
tive  enough  of  the  particular  place  now  called  Birnu.  The 
remoteft  houfe  is  7  niiles  from  Elgin,  where  the  pod  goes 
thrice  eaft  and  weft  every  week.  The  figure  of  the  pariih, 
is  irregular,  but  comes  neareft  to  an  oval  fliape ;  the  dif- 
tance  from  the  N.  to  the  S.  extremity  being  about  5  roiles^ 
and  from  the  £.  to  the  W.  about  A. 

^wf act  and  Soil, — ^The  greateft  patt  Of  the  fnr&ce  confift* 
itg  of  (everal  high  hills  coTeted  with  he^thi  makes  in  ge- 
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neral  a  bleak  rugged  appearance ;  the  cultivated  foil,  how- 
ever, in  the  vallep,  and  on  the  fides  of  hills,  and  the 
ieveral  fails  of  water  in  the  rockj  channel  of  the  rivulets, 
have  formed  fome  beautifuUj  diverfified  fcenes.  The  un« 
cultivated  foil  confifts  of  moor  and  peat-mois,  with  fome 
interjacent  plots  of  green  pafture.  The  arable  land  in  ge- 
neral is  fandj,  Ihallow,  ftony  and  fteep,  lying  either  on  a 
bed  of  rock,  or  of  compared  gravel.  Some  fields  contigu- 
ous to  the  Loflie,  confift  of  loam  either  upon  a  dayifh  or 
fandy  bed.  Several  plots  of  ia  mofly  and  moory  nature  are 
to  be  found  both  among  the  high  and  low  lands. 

Rivulets^  iSc. — The  parifli  is  adorned  with  the  three  ri- 
vulets of  Lennock,  Barden  and  Ruihcroock,  which  flow  in- 
to the  river  Loffie.  1  he  Loffie  taking  its  rife  in  the  pariih 
of  Ediakillie,  and  gliding  through  Dallas,  begins  at  its  con- 
fluence with  the  bum  of  Lennock,  to  run  by  part  of  the 
weft  fide,  and  then  through  the  north  end  of  this  parifli, 
and  after  a  courfe  of  about  18  miles  from  its  origin  to  its 
mouth,  flows  into  the  fea  at  the  harbour  of  Loflie-moudi. 
The  river  abounds  in  bum  trouts  and  eeb.  Some  falmoo, 
finnacs  *,  and  white  trouts  fwim  up  the  river  about  Lam- 
mas, which  give  fine  diverfion  to  the  angler.  The  moft 
remarkable  inundations  happened  in  the  years  1768  and 
1782.  Three-fourths  of  the  farm  of  Over-bogs  have  been 
deftroyed  by  land  floods,  which  have  hurled  from  the  hilb 
an  immenfe  quantity  of  ftones  and  fand,  and  left  them  upon 
that  plain  field,  where  the  river  fometimes  parts  into  two 
or  three  ftreams. 

Climate,--^ 

•  Finnacs  are  a  fpecies  of  fifli  in  colour  and  ihape  like  a  falmon.  Ikej 
weigh  from  i  lb.  to  4  lb.  White  trouts  are  of  a  left  fize,  but  of  a  whiter 
colour.  Thtj  are  fuppofed  to  be  two  fpecies  of  fea  trouts.  In  April, 
Ihoals  of  the  fry  of  each  fpecies  fwim  down  to  the  fea,  from  which  they 
do  note  return  fooner  than  July, 
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£&V»i^«.— 'The  air  is  pure  along  the  banks  of  the  LoiBe, 
but  rather  moift  among  the  hills.  Thej  rife  to  a  conlider- 
able  height  above  the  Loi&e,  and  attrad  more  fliowers  than 
die  low  land.  The  inhabitants,  however,  in  each  of  thefe 
places,  are  equally  healthful,  and  free  from  any  diforders, 
but  fuch  as  are  common  all  over  this  country. 

Minerals^  Trees^  Animals^  i^c, — A  large  chain  of  rocks 
extend  eaft  and  weft  through  the  middle  of  the  pariih.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  country  houfes  are  built  with  moor 
I  fioDes,  which  abound  in  every  hill.  Sonle  firata  of  free- 
ftone,  of  flate  and  limeftone,  have  been  lately  difcovered. 
The  freeflone  and  flate  have  been  ufed  in  repairing  the 
church  and  manfe.  Thisre  are  fome  oak,  birch,  haxle,  aOi, 
and  plane  trees;  but  they  are  not  fafficient  for  fupplying 
the  implements  of  hufbandry.  Some  large  trunks  of  oak 
and  fir  are  dug  out  of  the  molTes.  Of  thefe  the  inhabitants 
make  very  ftrpng  couples  and  lath  for  their  houfes.  Fruit 
trees  are  fcarce.  The  ihrubs  of  broom,  furze,  juniper,  floes, 
hips  and  brambles,  are  innumerable.  The  water-lilly  is 
the  only  herb,  which  perhaps  is  peculiar  to  this  parifli,  it 
grows  in  the  Gedloch.  Moorfowl,  partridge  and  hare  are 
the  principal  game.  The  Earl  of  Moray,  as  tradition  re- 
lates, ufed  often  to  hunt  and  flioot  on  thefe  hills.  That  he 
Alight  have  accommodation  during  the  fporting  feafon,  he 
allotted  a  cioft  of  land  to  the  vintner,  and  another  to  the 
blackiinith ;  for  which  the  one  paid  a  rofe,  and  the  other  a 
horfe  flioe,  yearly,  if  required.  The  crofts  ftill  retain  the 
names  of  Brewer's-croft  and  Smithy-croft.  The  lap^ving 
appears  in  March,  the  cuckoo  in  April,  and  the  fwallow 
in  May ;  they  all  begin  to  difappear  about  the  end  of  fum- 
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Agrieuhuri^  Uc* 

Number  of  acres  in  Scotch  meafure^          -         •  j666 
—  —  —  arable,          -          -          -         -  850 

■  of  which  under  oats,            -          -          *  456 
•  ■  —  —  under  bear  and  barley,             -  200 

■■             .—  —  under  wheat,  rye  and  peafe,         -  46 

I    ■     -  — -         ■  under  ley  or  natural  grais,          -  1 20 
—I——  —  — —  under  clover  and  rye-grafs,  turnip, 

potatoes,  flax  and  cabbage,         -  40 

Total  value  of  produce  at  L.  3  the  acre,       L.  2550  o     o 

Number  of  horfes  140,  valued  at  L*4  each, 

I  —  cattle  360,  at  L.  3  each, 

—  flieepi500,  at   5  s.  each, 

— — — —  -^fwine       5,  at  1 5  3.  each, 

Total  value  of  live,  ilock, 
Valued  rent  in  Scotch  money. 
Real  rent  (1791,)  in  Sterling, 
Feu-duty  payable  to  the  Earl  of  Moray,  bolls  8, 
And  biihops  rents,         -         - 

Number  of  farms  above  L.  50  yearly,  -  2 

■  •■  —  ditto  under  L. 50,  -  •  -  40 

■  -—  grais  &rms  pofleiTed  by  non-refiding  tenants,    2 
■  —  carts,  ....         100 

'  —  ploughs,  ...  45 

Wheat  and  rye  are  fown  in  November.  Several  at- 
tempts have  been  made  to  prevent ym»/  in  wheat  without 
fuccefs.  By  a  few  recent  experiments,  however,  there  ht 
ground  to  think  that  fmut  may  be  prevented  by  drying  the 
feed  wheat  on  a  kiln  with  a  flow  fire  of  peats.  Ten  firlcfts 
«f  wheat  may  be  reduced  by  the  heat  to  about  eight.  No- 
thing 
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thing  witmld  be  more  agreeable  than  to  hear  that  others 
are  equal]  J  fortunate  in  making  fimilar  experiments.— ^ats 
and  peafe  are  fown  from  the  13th  of  March  to  the  middle 
of  April ;  barley  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the  begin- 
ingofjone^  turnip 'feed  from  the  35th  of  June  to  the 
middle  of  July. — Harveft  begins  about  the  12th  of  Septem^ 
ber,  and  ends  about  fix  weeks  afterward. 

The  late  £arl  of  Findlater  and  Seafield,  a  nobleman  of 
^iibnguiflied  charader,  induced  his  tenants  to  make  confix 
derable  improvements  in  agriculture,  by  encouraging  them 
to  fallow  their  fields,  to  fow  grais  and  turnip  feeds,  and 
plant  potatoes.  All  which  are  obviouflj  of  great  advan- 
tage to  the  farmer.  He  promoted  alfo  the  manufadure  of 
flax  and  wool,  by  giving  fpinning  wheels  to  the  farmers 
wives  and  daughters.  They  now  manufadure  the  whole  of 
^e  wool  of  their  own  Ifaeep.  Of  a  ftoue  of  wool  they  make 
from  36  to  40  ells  of  excellent  plaiding,  which  they  fell  for 
abont  IS.  the  ell.  When  they  have  done  with  manufadu- 
ring  the  wool,  fince  the  foil  does  not  produce  flax  to  per- 
iedion,  they  employ  themfelves  in  fpinning  flax  imported 
by  the  merchants  in  the  neighbourhood,  who  allow  them 
3d.  for  each  hank  of  the  coarfeft,  and  6d.  for  each  hank  of 
the  fined  yam  which  they  fpin. 

Population^  Wr.— According  to  Dr  Webfler's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  was  then  525.— -The  numbers  in  1781 
were  460;  in  1791,  were  402.  To  explain  the  de^reafe^ 
befides  24  perfons  who  have  emigrated  to  America,  two 
&nns  are  pofleflTed  by  tenants  who  do  not  refide  in  the  pa- 
riih,  for  the  purpofe  of  paflure,  where  4  tenants  formerly 
lived.  Befides  there  are  4  tenants  who  poflels  as  much 
land  as  8  did  before.  There  were  6  heritors  in  1766,  fince 
that  period  the  Earl  of  Findlater  has  purchafed  all  the  lands 
fxcept  a  proftyof  about  5  acres. 

Average 
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Average  of  births  for 

8  years  preced.  1 791 1  9 

Ditto  of  deaths,  ditto,  8 
Ditto  of  marriages,  ditto,     a 

Under  10  years  of  age,  10 1 

20,         -         -  85 

50,        -        -  ii3 

-. 70,        •        -  85 

90,        -        -  16 

ICQ,        -       .  a 

Houfes  inhabited,       -  85 

Married  perfons,       -  128 
Average  children  from 

each  marriage,        -  5 

Widowers,         -        -  10 

Widows,         -        -  20 


Members  of  the  Efta- 

bliihed  Church,      -  409 

Seceders,         .          .  2 

Schoolmafier,            -  x 
Young  *perfons  taught 

to  read  and  write,  x6 

Ditto,  taught  Latm,  4 

Weavers,         -          -  8 

Carpenters,         -         -  2 

Blackfmith,         -         -  I 

Shoemakers,         .       •  6 

Tailors,          -           -  4 

MUler,          -           -  I 

Day-labourers,           -  2 

Male  farm-fervants,     -  22 

Female  ditto,          -  17 


The  farms  in  general  being  of  fmall  extent,  are  managed, 
by  the  tenants  themfelves,  and  their  children.  They  only 
need  the  aifiilance  of  reapers  in  harveft. 

Stipend^  Churchy  Poor^  Uc, — The  money .ftipend  is  L.  41, 
^6s.  4T?d.  Sterling  \  the  visual,  18  bolls  2  pecks  3t  lippies 
bear ;  and,  20  bolb  i  firlot  3  pecks  i  lippie  oat-meal. 
Patron,  the  Earl  of  Moray.  The  glebe,  grafs  inclofure, 
and  garden,  contain  about  9  acres.  The  church,  built  with 
hewn  freeftone,  coniifls  of  a  nave  and  choir.  Part  of  the 
walls  was  repaired  in  1 734,  as  appears  from  the  date  on  the 
bell  houfe.  The  late  Mr  Shaw,  a  learned  and  refpedable 
clergyman  of  this  prefbytery,  who  pubUfhed  the  hillory  of 
this  province  in  1775,  ^^J^»  *^^^^  ^^  ^*  probable,  that  the  bi- 
ihop's  firft  cathedral  in  this  diocefe  was  fituated  in  Bimie, 
sind  that  Simeon  de  Tonei,  one  of  the  bifhops  of  Moray^ 
was  buried  in  Blraie  in  1184.  It  is  held  in  great  venera- 
3  tioa 
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tktt  I17  man  J  in  this  county.  Thej  ftill,  in  foiiie  meafure^ 
tatertain  a  fuperftitious  conceit,  that  prayers  there  offered 
vp  three  feveral  Sabbaths  will  furely  be  heard.  Info* 
much  that  when  a  perlon  is  indifpofed,  or  of  bad  behavioor, 
diis  common  faying  obtains,  *  You  have  need  to  be  pray-^ 
ed  for  thrice  in  the  church  of  Bimie,  that  you  may  either 
end  or  mend." 

There  are  18  poor  now  inroUed,  who  have  nothing  to 
depend  upon  for  their  fupply  but  the  weekly  voluntary 
cdleftions,  and  a  (hare  of  a  mortification,  which  amount  on* 
Ij  to  about  L.  7  a-year.  That  fum  h  difiributed  among 
them  every  year,  and  goes  but  a  (hort  way  towards  fupply-^ 
ing  their  wants.  .The  aged  and  infirm,  therefore,  muft  tra* 
vel  beyond  the  bounds  of  the  parifli,  and  implore  alms  from 
the  charitable.  It  is  remarkable,  however,  that  20  years 
Bgo,  there  was  but  one  common  beggar  in  the  pariih.  He 
was  blind,  and  led  from  door  to  door.  To  the  poor  who 
ire  aot  abk  to  work,  nor  go  from  home,  the  pariflaoner» 
prove  their  charitable  difpofition,  by  putting  fome  meal  in* 
to  bags,  hung  up  in  the  mill,  for  the  purpofe  of  their  relief^ 
when  they  are  grinding  their  com  there,  or  by  lending  them 
at  other  times  fnch  quantities  of  meal  and  of  fuel  as  they 
can  fpare. 

Mifcdlaneous  ObfirvOttons. •^-^The  tailed  man  in  the  pariih 
is  6  feet  2^  inches.  The  general  fize  of  the  people  is  fup* 
pofigd  to  be  5  V  feet. — The  year  1782  was  very  remark- 
able for  the  latenels  and  coldne&  of  the  harveft,  which  on* 
I7  began  the  ijtb  0£lo1>er  that  year.  At  a  moderate  com* 
putation,  one  half  of  the  corn  was  damaged  by  the  freft 
and  heavy  falls  of  (how.  The  fcarcity  and  high  price  of 
meal  that  enfued  was  truly  alarming ;  and  had  not  Pf  o- 
▼idence  put  a  ftop  to  hoftilitics  in  America  and  Europe, 
ind  given  the  Britilh  Parliament  time  to  mind  the  ftate  of 
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^orth  Britain  at  Xhat  period*  tboufands  muft  have  ^tct^Sj^ 
for  WAnt  of  bread.  Happily,  iu  co^&q^e;^c9  of  foflie  &ip- 
ply  of  meal  frona  GoverDmem,  add  J>7  impottiog  corn  vA 
meal  from  the  Cootio.eat  q^  EdCQpie,  none  died  fgr  w^uit  of 
the  neceflary  meaos  of  fiabfii^e^ce«  At  that  time  potatofit 
w.ere  often  ufed  in  place  of  bore^d  by  many.  A  fanuly^^ 
coniiiling  of  9  perfons,  had  nothing  elfe  to  e^t  for  a  ^bfllc 
week,  and  yet  they  loojced  pretiy  well. — ^Thcre  i»  plenty 
of  heatht  furze,  broom,  turf,  and.  p«M.  PeatA  ari^  tjb/e  \^ 
fuel.  A  great  niapy,  befides  the  pariibioners,  ar^  (uppUed 
with  peats  from  che  moi&$  of  Birnie»  Two  hundred  Ipadi 
of  p-^ats  are  requiiite  to  keep  a  good  fire  in  a  ropm,  and  a- 
nother.in  thekitch(q»  for  a  year.  They  cannot  be  jc^, 
diicfd,  and  carried  home,  at  tfie  diftance  of  4  miles,  foi"  led 
diao  r  s.  the  load. —  Vht  peopljs  ;/e  indnllrioui,  temperate, 
and  cheerful,  though  poor.  Mufic  is  their  favourite  diyer- 
fion.  So^e  of  them  c^n  pla^  on  the  bagpipe,  and  other* 
on  the  violin.  Ferocious  manners  have  given  place  to  ci- 
vilized. There  has  been  ao  inftance  of  ijuicide  or  murdo^ 
during  the  lad  26  years.  Neither  has  any  one  been  ba« 
niihed,  or  lijffered  capital  puoiihment.  They  fpcak  Eog- 
lifh,  in  the  Scotch  dialed.  It  i$  remarkable  in  this,  as  well 
as  in  other  parilhes  of  this  county,  that  when  the  confi>« 
nants  r  and  s  meet,  as  in  the  words  borfe^  curfe^  &c.  the  let- 
ter r  is  quiefcent,  and  the  common  people  pronounce  theSr 
words  as  if  they  were  written  bofs^  cufs  *. 

^Antiquities  and  Natural  Curiqfittes.'^A.  ftone  baptiileryi 
and  an  old  bell,  made  of  a  mixture  of  filver  and  copper,  of 

aa- 

*  As  to  the  price  of  grain,  and  other  provifioas,  for  lo  years  pr^cediof 
1 791,  the  price  of  a  boil  of  wheat,  on  an  average,  is  L.  i ;  of  barley,  16  s. ; 
•f  oats  and  oat.meal,  14  s.  6d. ;  of  peafe  and  barley  meal,  13  s.  4  d.;  of 
the  bed  beef,  mutton,  veal,  pork,  and  falmon,  3  d.  the  pound  ;  of  a  ben». 
74. ;  of  a.  chicken,  3d.;  of  a  pigeotii  z  d.  ^  of  a  dozea  of  haddocks,  6dv 
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^  dblohi  figure,  lAmed  the  coronach,  are  ftill  kept  as  the 
rem'aiib  of  antiquity.  Trsidition  relates  that  the  bell  i^m 
flTtide  at  ftocne,  and  confecrated  by  the  Pope. — Th^  bible^ 
fiwUj  having  the  figure  of  a  book  dilHndlj  engraven,  lying 
tboiit  a  niile  eaft  from  the  church,  on  the  fide  of  the  road 
teading  from  l^htiie  to  Rothes,  has  probably  been  placed 
th^e  ad  a  labd-mark.«— The  Cairn  of  Killfoteman,  of  a  co- 
iical  figure,  300  feet  in  circumference  4t  the  bafe,  has  been 
^bably  placed  over  the  remains  of  a  bravL  man,  wbofe 

;     Exploits  are  now  forgotten. — The  cave  in  the  middle  of  a 
fteep  high  rock,  near  the  Gedlbch,   was,  according  to  tra- 

'  didon,  haunted  about  100  years  ago  by  a  gang  of  armed 
mifians,  who  had  no  viable  way  of  obtaining  the  meaub  of 
fabfiilenoe,  but  by  theft  and  robbery.  The  happy  confti* 
tation  we  now  enjoy  has  fupprefied  all  fuoh  [aw  lefs  ban- 
ditti.—A.11  who  have  feen  the  falls  of  water  in  the  Lin  of 
the  Shoggle,  and  the  Eats  of  Glcnlaterach,  much  admire 
them,  and  the  adjacent  wilds.  There  is  about  20  feet  of  a 
iall  of  water  in  each  of  thele  places. — Some  veftiges  of  an 
incampinent  can  be  traced  in  a  well-aired  dry  fituation,  wa- 
tered on  the  weft  fide  by  the  bum  of  Harden,  and  fortified 
on  the  E.  and  N.  by  a  valley.  It  commands  a  profpe6l  of 
the  Moriy  Frith,  from  Speymouth  to  Cromarty  Hay. 
Probably  the  Danes,  after  invading  this  part  of  the  coun- 

^    try,  had  a  camp  there. 

Advantages  and  hif advantages. — The  pafture  for  cattle 
and  (heep  annexed  to  the  feveral  farms  in  the  Highlands, 
is  of  great  advantage  to  the  tenants  \  but  the  arable  land 
being  much  expofed  to  the  north,  the  corn  growing  there 
is  late  in  ripening,  and  frequently  damaged  by  froft. — From 
the  winter  folftice  to  the  vernal  equinox,  heavy  falls  of 
Aiow  often  cover  the  face  of  the  earth,  md  deprive  the 
Acep  of  convenient  pafture.     They,  having  nothing  but 
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firaw  to  eat  in  the  folds,  become  lean  and  feeble ;  inbr 
much,  that  when  the  ewes  yean,  many  lambs  die  ;  becanb 
their  dams  have  not  milk  enough  for  them.  The  ownen 
would  therefore  do  well  to  provide  a  fufficient  quantity  of 
turnip  anvl  hay  for  the  ewes.-— Materials  for  the  implements 
of  agriculture  are  (carce.  An-  afh.tree  co(b  the  artificer 
bimfelf  from  i  s.  6  d.  to  2  s.  Sterling  the  foot.  It  would 
therefore  be  equally  advantageous  to  the  proprietors  snd 
tenants,  that  luch  an  extent  of  wafte  ground  were  inclofed, 
jmd  planted  with  alh,  birch,  and  alder,  as  might  furnilhdie 
farmer  with  tvtrj  n^eflar^  utenfil  of  timber. 
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PARISH   OF   KILMORY, 


(Isti  OF  Arran,  County  of  Bute,  ^Sykod  of  Ar^ 

OTLR,  Pr£SBTTRRT   OF   KiNTYRE.) 


By  tbi  Rev.  Mr  John  Hamilton. 


Origin  of  the  Names  Arran^  Ktlmory^  &c. 

Tradition  fajs,  that  the  name  Arran  is  derived  from 
a  plat  of  ground  in  the  north  end  of  the  ifland, 
where  a  battle  was  fought  by  Fin  or  Fingal,  (the  chief 
of  the  giants^)  who  inhabited  this  iflandi  with  Manus,  the 
King  of  Swedland'4  fon,  where  was  a  great  flaughten 
Fingal  being  conqueror,  the  plat  of  ground  was  caUed  in 
Gaelic  bj  a  name  which  literally  fignifies,  "  Fin's  flaugh. 
ter."  Ar  and  Fin  being  joined,  make  the  name  in 
Gaelic  to  be,  in  the  genitive,  Ar-fhin^  or  the  ''  Slaughter 
"  of  Fin,"  which  by  degrees  was  written  Arran. — Kilmo^ 
ry  fignifies,  in  Gaelic,  ^'  St  Mary's  Chapel,*'  or  in  ^Gaelic 
itfelf^  CiUMhuirt.  The  ifland  of  Arran  contains  only 
two  pariihes,  Slilmory  and  Kilbride.  Kilmory  pariih  ex- 
tends 30  miles  in  a  iemicircular  form^  from  Dippin  on  the 
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fonth-eail,  to  Lochrannza,  in  the  north  extreme  of  Arrn. 
It  is  bounded  on  the  S.  £.  S.  W.  and  N.  W.  bj  the  fea^ 
and  in  the  narroweft  place  is  onlj  6  idiks  from  Kintjre; 
on  the  N.  £.  bj  a  fpacious  central  common  moor,  where 
the  horfes  and  fheep  of  the  illand  range  promifcuoufly  in 
(ummer. — The  fur£su:e  of  the  parifh  is  uneven  and  hilly  ; 
the  foil  IS  various,  partlj  graveliih,  clay,  and  moflj,  and 
is  capable  of  producing  light  crops  of  barley,  oats,  (in 
fome  places,)  peafe,  and  flax  only  for  private  ufe ;  bat  po- 
tatoes are  planted  in  every  farm,  and  are  the  general  food 
of  the  people. 

Difeafes. — The  difeafeft  here,  are  cancers,  rheums,  fevers 
brought  from  other  countries,  and  a  great  death  of  new- 
born infants,  by  the  falling  down  of  the  jaws  ;  and  fome 
women  die  in  childbed,  both  which  lait  two  are  attributed 
to  the  unikilfulntis  of  mid  wives,  who  venture  upon  the 
pra£lice  from  natural  courage,  without  neceflary  and  pro- 
per knowledge,  there  bting  none  duly  qualifi^  in  the 
ifland.  llie  oldelt  man  now  living  in  the  pariih  is  88,  a 
few  more  have  turned  Sc,  and  there  haa  been*  an  inffance 
of  I  who  reached  95. 

Rivers^  Lochs  or  Lakes. — ^The  bums  here,  which  fcarce 
deierve  the  name  ol  livers,  have,  fome  of  them,  their 
fburce  from  lochs  or  lakes  in  the  mountains,  and  fome  from 
numberlcis  fprings ;  aher  a  ihort  and  rapid  courfe  they  empty 
themfelves  into  the  fea  5  they  abound  with  fine  trouts,  and 
fome  falmon.  There  are  3  lochs  or  lakes -,  the  principK}' 
of  which  is  Earfay  loch,  in  the  weft  of  the  ifland,  which 
abounds  with  trouts  of  different  fizes,  and  fine  fa]mO% 
which  arc  caught  by  cniives  and  dnmght-lincs. 


Cavis^F^ 


£wftf<-— Hiere  a^t  fcveral  natural  caves,  the  principal^ 
fliDd  which  highly  excites  the  curiofitj  of  Grangers  of  aU 
noks,  is  one  in  the  weft  of  the  ifland,  oppofite  to  C^mp- 
bdltovm,  called  the  King's  Gove,  becaufe,  as  tradition  af- 
frms,  King  Robert  de  Bruce  and  his  retinue  lodged  in  it 
for  fotne  time,  when  taking  flieher  in  retired  places,  be- 
fore his  defeat  of  John  BoHol,  and  acceflion  to  the  throne 
of  Scotland.  It  is  40  yards  long,  16  broad,  and  about  20 
kigh,  in  which  are  feveral  engravings  and  antique  figures  ; 
fccmingly  a  coat  of  arnos,  and  forms  of  weapons  are  cut  in 
Ac  rock  ;  a  little  within  the  entry  are  the  letters  M.  D.  R. 
The  cave  is  fo  fpacious,  that  fermons  have  been  preached 
ia  it  to  fome  hundreds  of  hearers  at  different  times.  About 
2  miles  fouth  from  it  is  another  cave,  which  could  contain 
200  perfons ;  but  nothing  elfe  remarkable  in  it. 

Hills  and  Sea  Coaji. — Thehigheft  hill  is  Beinnbharfbionft, 
or  the  "  Mountain  of  the  white  top,'^  fo  called^  from  its 
being  covered  a  great  part  of  the  year  with  (how ;  it  Hands 
in  the  N.  W.  part  of  the  ifland,  and  is  fuppofed  to  be  a 
miles  high ;  but  the  adjacent  mountain  called  Goatfield^ 
though  not  quite  fo  high,  is  yet  more  remarkable,  as  it 
produces  brilliant  ftones.  The  fea-coaft,  efpecially  in  the 
E.  and  S.  part  of  the  pariih,  is  a  proud  and  very  unhofpi* 
table  fliore  ;  but  towards  the  W.  and  N.  fomewhat  lefs  fo, 
excepting  a  large  funken  rock  in  the  W.  S.  W.  part  of  the 
parifli,  almoft  oppofite  to  Campbelltown,  called  the  Iron 
Rock ;  it  lies  confiderably  off  the  land,  and  has  proved  de* 
trimental  to  many  veflTels. 

I^gbi  Houfe. — In  the  ifle  Pladday,  a  mile  off  the  land^ 
in  the  eaft  part  of  the  parifh,  a  light  houfe  has  lately  been 
tFede^i  with  two  different  lights,  to  diftingaifh  it  in  the 
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night  from  thofe  on  the  Mulls  of  Kintjre,  Galloway,  iillicl 
Cumbraj* 

-  Fijb, — The  fea-coaft  abounds  with  fiih  of  different  kinds, 
fuch  as  herring,  falmon,  fcate,  cod,  ling,  Ijthc,  flounder^ 
haddock,  whiting,  &c.  but  the  inhabitants  have  not  ac- 
quired the  art  of  being  very  beneficial  to  them&lves  in 
fiihing  any  of  thefe  but  herring.  There  is  alfd  in  thefe 
feas  a  hugh  fi(h,  called  SaiUfiih,  which  is  caught  by  fiicking 
them  with  (harp>edged  inflnunents,  of  (he  harpoon  kind} 
they  are  productive  of  good  quantities  of  oil ;  but  the 
fifliermen  mud  be  dexterous  when  about  to  ftick  the  filK 
as  the  attempt  is  fonietimes  dangerous. 

Churchy  Stipend^  School^  Poor. — ^In  this  pariih  are  two 
places^f  worfliip,  ezclufive  of  that  occupied  by  the  cate- 
chill  in  the  north-end  of  the  ifland.  The  principal  paro* 
chial  kirk  is  at  Kilmory,  in  the  fouth  end  of  the  ifland,  re- 
built in  1785,  with  Gothic  windows,  and  i  gallery.  The 
other  place,  called  Shifken,  is  6  computed  miles  weftward. 
The  Duke  of  Hamilton  is  patron,  and  fole  proprietor,  ex- 
cepting two  farms.  The  Itipend  is  L.  70,  exclufive  of  a 
9ianfe  and  glebe. — There  are  two  parochial  fchools.  The 
lalary  allowed  to  the  principal  is  L.  50  Scots,  the  half  of 
which  is  paid  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  and  the  other  by 
the  tenants  oi  the  diftrid.  To  the  other  fchool  is  allowed 
L.  40  Scots,  paid  alfo  in  halves,  as  aforefaid.  The  parifb 
is  divided  into  a  parochial  diftrids ;  each  of  the  fchool- 
maders  has  in  his  own  diilriA,  i  s.  for  marriage,  6  d.  for 
baptifm,  and  L.  6  Scots  each  for  fellion-clerkfliip ;  their 
number  of  fcholars  may  be  50  each,  more  or  lefs  \  but 
there  are  alfo  many  petty  fchools.  The  wages  are  invari- 
ably 1  s.  the  quarter  for  reading,  i  s.  6  d.  for  writing,  and 
a  s.  6  d.  for  arithmetic. 
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Tie  onmber  of  poor  on  the  parifh-roU  is  40,  who  are 
f&ppfied  bj  the  weekly  coUeftions  as  often  as  the  fiind 
admits  ;  bbt  which  is  quite  inadequate  to  their  need.  Such 
therefore  of  them  as  can  go  about,  receive  alms  from  the 
coontrj  pec^le.;  and  tbofe  who  are  decrepit  or  confined  to 
bed,  are,  in  addition  to  the  faiplus  received  from  the  fef- 
fim,  fapported  bj  country  charity  fent  to  them  ;  for  the 
jieople,  according  to  their  abilities^  are  very  charitable,  and 
attentiye  to  real  indigence* 

Epeparts. — Several  hundreds  of  black  cattle  are  annuaUy 
exported  to  Ayrflure  ;  they  are  bought  qp  by  different 
-perfoBS,  and  ferried  in  every  month  frpm  May  to  Deoem- 
ber ;  fo  that  their  number  cannot  eafily  be  afcertained.  A 
cenfiderabie  quanti^r  of  barley  is  alfo  exported  to  Greenock, 
Saltcoats,  Irvine,  Ayr,  and  Campbelltown  ;  but  3  licenfed 
£ftillers  have  lately  been  erefted  in  the  i(land|  which  will 
exhauft  a  gr^at  part  of  the  barley  that  can  henceforth  be 
ipared*  Alfo  kelp  is  manufadnred  here,  and  exported, 
perha^  60  tons  in  the  year.  They  alfo  export  (mail  quan- 
tities of  nmtton,  and  linen  yarn,  by  all  which  commodities 
tbey  are  enabled,  in  addition^to  indnftry  and  oeconomy,  to 
pay  their  rent,  and  anfwer  the  other  exigencies  of  their 
families.  But  as  the  iflahd  breeds  no  horfes,  the  people 
are  obliged  to  buy  at  dear  rates,  in  Argylefhire,  and  o» 
Anc  places.;  they  ilfo  6>equently  buy  flieep  for  breed  in 
Ayr(bire,«8  ioftonny  fnbwy^nters  many  of  their  flieepdie. 

^Idwntit^es  n^d  liifaioanUigts^ — ^The  chief  advantiiges 
an«  ^good  water  and  pure  air ;  which  are  coiinterlMdanced  by 
«uny difiMhranti^s.  There  are  in  this  patifli  no  fafe  karboafa^ 
by  whidi  many  real  lofles  are  luAaiiied ;  expenfie,  lofs  of 
-Jtkue,  «id  fometsmes  lofii  of  li\'es  and  property,  attend  the 
tBHavoidafafe  aeeeffitj  of  hnving  receurre  to  oxtramaiitiaie 
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piarkets,  both  to  fell  what  they  can  fpare,  and  bay  the  mi|f 
pj  things  thej  need. 

Language,^— Th^  mother  tongue  is  the  Gaelic,  which  i^ 
pniverfally  fpoken  ;  yet  perfons  advanced  in  years  ander- 
ftand  the  Englifli  language  tolerably ;  they  acquire  it  by  in- 
(ercourfe  with  other  countries,  and  are  greatly  aiMed  by 
having  the  organs  of  fpeech  formed  in  their  youth,  it  bc^ 
ing  the  firft  language  they  are  taught  to  read. 

Migratory  Birds^  and  Amphibious  Animals. — We  have 
tranGent  vifits  of  the  fwan  in  winter,  the  fieldfare  in  time 
pf  fnow,  and  the  green  plover  in  May  and  June,  &c. — 
•The  otter,  an  agile  animal,  and  of  the  canine  form,  often 
reforts  here  ;  its  ikin  fetches  a  f^ood  price,  and  notwith- 
ftanding  bis  vigilance,  he  fometimes  falls  a  prey  to  the 
xnarkfrnan  ;  alfo  the  feal,  althbugh  feldom ;  its  fkia  is  like- 
wife  valuable. 

Agriculture^  Wr.— There  are  in  this  parifli  440  horfes, 
1388  cows,  2085  iheep,  loa  goats.  There  are  fown  1320 
bolls  oats,  190  bolls  barley,  330  bolls  potatoes,  18  boUs 
peafe,  9  bolb  flax- feed.  The  old  Scotch  plough  ib  generally 
ufed  here,  drawn  by  4  horfes.  The  nature  of  the  foil  is 
fach,  that  they  cannot  begin  early  to  till,  and  can  have  time 
pnly  to  till,  at  an  average,  at  the  rate  of  about  14  bolls  the 
plough.— -The  rent  of  the  pari(h  is  L.  2398  a»year. 

'Population.-^hxx.oxXxvig  to  Dr  \yebfter's  report,  the 
numbers  then  were  2277,  at  prefent  there  are  in  the  whole 
pf  Kilmory  3259  ;  but  thefe  are  not  all  fupported  by  the 
produce  and  internal  induilry  of  the  pariih,  many  of  the 
yonng  people  go  to  fervice  to  the  neighbouring  countries, 
{Specially  Ayrfhire  \  many  of  the  young  mea  are  employ? 
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Hd  in  the  fisheries ;  fbme  in  the  Revenue  etttters,  and  Ejc« 
dfe  yachts ;  and  in  time  of  war  many  are  employed  in 
the  Rojal  navy,  and  a  great  number  in  all  the  different 
branches  of  Britifh  trade.^-From  Dippin  to  Earfay,  (ez«  ; 
duiive  of  what  b  from  Earfay  to  Lochranza,  and  which  is  , 
under  the  ch^ge  of  a  cfaatechift,)  there  have  been  in  the 
coorfeof  the  year  1791,  71  baptifms^  aiid  ax  marriages. 
Dippin  is  x6  miles  from  Earfay ;  Earfay  X4.from  Loch- 
ranza*   No  bill  of  mortality  kept^ 
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PARISH  OF  St  ANDREWs,  LHANBRTDJ 

(County  of  £lgik»  Sthqd  cm  MoraTi  Pim^«btts^t 
OF  Elgin.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  William  Lsslik. 


Geography  and  Natural  Hi/lory. 

T  HjVBRrDf  fignifjing  in  the  original,  •*  St  Bridget's 
Church/'  was  united  to  St  Andrew's,  to  which  Ufi, 
two  other  chapels  had  alfo  been  joined  before  the  Refonna- 
tion.^  This  parifli  meafures  about  3  Englifii  miles  from 
W.  to  £.  along  the  highway  from  Elgin  to  Spej  ;  and 
from  S.  to  N.  about  4,  ezcluiive  of  an  improvement  in  the 
hill  z  mile  diftant,  on  the  S.  disjoined  by  an  intervening 
ikirt  of  the  pariih  of  Elgin,  to  which  it  pertains.  It  was 
originally  the  moor  where  the  cattle  were  colle&ed  for 
drawing  part  of  the  teinds  of  both  pariflies,  before  they 
were  converted  into  money,  from  which  it  retains  the  name 
of  T[eindland ;  and  on  account  of  its  diftance  from  Elgin,  the 
inhabitants  have  in  general  ranked  themlelves  in  this  pariih. 
The  general  appearance  of  the  coimtry  is  a  plain,  in  which 
feveral  low  hills  life^  fo  arranged  as  to  appear  conneded 
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wiili  each  other,  and  all  covered  with  com  or  grafi,^  or 
with  plantations  of  wood.  The  (oil  in  general  is  (andj^ 
jet  fertile  where  it  is  low  and  d^mp.  The  air  is  healthful 
and  dry ;  "not  produ£Kve  of  any  prevalent  diftemper ;  al- 
though the  inhabitants  arc  not  diftinguiflied  for  longevity. 
There  is  one  mineral  fpring  in  the  Teindland,  of  a  flrong 
dialybeate  kind,  as  yet  of  no  celebrity  ;  though  it  has  gi- 
ven relief  to  all  who  have  made  proper  trial  of  its  effeffe.. 
There  are  three  lakes  on  the  confines  of  the  parifli ;  thQ 
Ikrgoft,  that  of  Spynie  from  4  to  6  &et  of  water  on  a  deep 
rich  mould,  inviting  its  proprietors  to  drain  off  its  (hallow 
water.  Several  years  ago,  one  of  them  carried  on  this  ope- 
ration at  a  confiderable  expenfe,  and  with  tlie  moft  encou- 
i^ng  profpefb  ;  but  when  he  had  nearly  completed  the  im- 
provement of  the  old  canal,  he  was  retarded  by  a  Utigatioff 
before  the  Court  of  SeiTion,  with  his  neighbour  on  the  (k 
Aer  fide  of  the  lake,  who  wiflied  to  retain  all  the  water... 
This  oppofition  being  at  laft  unfuccefsful|  the  undertaking, 
was  completed ;  by  which,  akhough  not  efFefhial,  ivvanjr 
acres  were  regained,  where  the  courfe  of  ridges,,  the  forma« 
tion  of  artificial  roads,  and  every  token  of  ancient  and  un- 
known cultivation,  moflb  evidently  and  unexpe£ledly  appear- 
ed. The  neighbouring^  loch  of  Cots,  originally  a  part  of 
that  of  Spynie,  at  firft  a.  ftrait  of  the  ocean,  defcribed  in  the 
chartulary  o(  Moray  as  a  bay,  in  the  13th  century,  is  on 
the  fame  level,  and  offers  equal  encouragement  to  drain  off 
its  water,  in  proportion  ta  its  extent ;  and  being  fuppened 
by  two  cofifiderablA  rivulets,  the  mouth  of  tke  canal  wouU 
afford  a  profitable  falmon-fifting.  Lochnabee,  in  the  S.  ,£• 
eomer  of  the  parifti,  is  about  3  miles  in- circumference,  and 
has  an  ifland  covered  with  wood.  Th^re  is  a  foreft  round 
this  li^  planted  by  the  Earl  of  Fife,  fo  excenfive  and  thri- 
▼ing,  as  to  have  already  induced  a  fcore  or  two  of  red  deer 
to  make  their  refidence  in  its.  cover.     Thcfe  lakes  abound 
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with  trout,  eel  and  pike,  with  a  great  variety  of  wild  dacki^ 
■  and  at  one  feafon  of  the  year  with  wild  geefe  and  fwaos ; 
but  neither  the  proprietors,  nor  their  tenants,  avail  them- 
in  any  degree  whatever  of  thefe  advantages.  The  only  ri- 
ver is  LofTie,  which,  entering  the  pariih  at  the  N.  W.  cor- 
ner, divides  it  there  from  the  town  of  Elgin,  and  iliaping 
its  courfe  in  the  form  of  a  parabola,  leaves  it  near  the  fea 
at  the  north,  including  within  the  parabola  about  one  third 
of  what  was  the  pariih  of  St  Andrew's ;  having  its  church 
in  the  apex,  at  which  there  is  a  fubftantial  rimber  bridge^^ 

Population, — According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
numbers  then  were  690.  The  number  of  inhabitants  was 
confiderably  greater  than  now  about  30  years  ago.  Seve- 
ral farms,  which  were  each  poflelTed  by  ip  or  16  families, 
are  now  let  to  one  man  ;  and  of  late  feveral  are  occupied 
by  inhabitants  of  the  town  of  Elgin,  and  by  farmers  of  o- 
ther  parifhes,  fome  of  whom  have  no  refident  fervant,  and 
others  only  one  or  two,  where  numerous  families  dwelt.  At 
prefent,  the  number  is  777,  including  the  improvement  of 
Teindland,  making  140  families,  of  which  106  are  wedded 
pairs-,  the  number  of  males  345;  females  412.  The 
yearly  average  of  births  is  16,  which  mufl  be  multiplied 
by  48  or  50,  in  order  to  produce  the  population ;  although 
a  note  Iti  the  1 7th  chapter  of  Gibbon's  Hiftory  of  the  Roman 

empire, 

•  A  great  part  of  St  Andrew's  is  ezpofed  to  land-flodds,  by  the  over- 
tow  of  Loflfey  on  both  fides.  The  higheft  now  remembered  was  in  176S ; 
a  very  dcftrudlive  one  In  178a  ;  and  much  damage  was  done  by  two,  du- 
ring the  harvcft  of  1 789.  This  calamity  might  be  prevented  at  no  great 
expenfe;  by  a  little  concert  among  the  proprietors,  and  taking  out  the  dam 
of  a  mill,  which  has  no  thirtage,'  and  gives  but  a  trifle  of  rent.  The  ex- 
tent of  the  fea-coaft  is  only  aboot  one  mile ;  a  low  fandy  fhore,  pertaining 
to  one  farm ;  upon  which  ordinary  tides  rife  frdm  7  to  8  feet  perpendi- 
cular ;  at  prefent  it  affords  notliing  but  an  inconCderable  quantity  of  k»- 
weed  for  manure. 


qf  St  Andrew^ s^  Lbqnhryd.  17  j 

empire,  bears,  *^  That  the  annual  proportion  of  births  to 
the  whole  people,  is  about  i  to  26  in  the  province  of  French 
Hainault."  The  number  of  Seceders  is  34,  Methodifts  7, 
Epifcopalians  2,  736  may  be  accounted  of  the  Eftabliihed 
Chnrch,  although  nearly  30  of  them  prefer  more  generally 
a  kind  independent  preacher,  fupported  by  the  magifbrates 
and  elders  of  Elgin  *• 

Agrkuhttre^  (^c.-— Grain,  eatable  roots,  and  the  whole 
clals  of  cultivated  braiBca,  the  ordinary  fruits^  and  almoft 
every  tree  known  in  Scotland,  are  raifed  in  the  parifli, 
which  has  always  produced  more  grain  than  requiiite  for 
the  inhabitants.  The  viAual-rents  difpofed  of  by  the  pro- 
prietors to  Highland  counties  of  crop  1782,  greatly  over* 
balanced  the  fupply  of  meal  granted  to  the  poor  that  year 
by  the  State.  Since  the  excife  on  tanning  leather  obliged 
the  poorer  families  to  give  up  making  their  own  flioes, 
no  hemp  has  been  cultivated  ;  but  there  is  ftDl  flax  raifed, 
though  only  for  domeftic  accommodation.  There  are  252 
horfes,  each  pair  in  general  managing  a  plough  ;  750  black 
pattle,  a  very  (mail  number  of  which  are  labouring  oxen, 

^  a 

•  This  meeting  was  cftablifhed  about  ao  years  ago,  by  one  of  the  mi- 
niften  o£  Elgin,  who  was  prejudiced  againft  the  prcfentee  appointed  for 
Ws  C(^eague  ;  for  the  fupport  of  which,  he  bequeathed  a  capital  of  L.  loo 
Sterling.  They  aflfemble  in  an  old  edifice  on  the  end  of  the  church,  built 
for  the  weekrday  worfliip  of  the  town's  people,  in  compliance  with  their 
prejudice  for  holydays,  on  the  abolition  of  Epifcopacy.  The  nianagers 
let  fuch  feats  as  have  not  been  claimed  ;  but  a  fubfcription  by  the  hearers 
is  alfo  rcquifite  for  the  fupport  of  the  preacher,  who  has  little  other  con- 
nexion with  the  Church,  but  that  he  mult  be  licenfed  by  a  prcfb>  icry  of 
the  Synod  of  Rofi  :  While  the  people  of  this  meeting  are  conittii  with 
«ke  miniftration  of  their  rcfpedlive  pariflies,  unlefs  in  the  article  cr  ordi- 
wry  public  worihip,  which  fomc  attend  from  all  quarters,  at  the  dillancc 
gfioor  16  miles. 
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:m  few  }Mrs  <«Aj  bei^g  employed  in  the  plough  and  'W^g- 
«g0B ;  thtre  ore  ic6o  Aieep,  at  fiaaU  number  of  which  ^rt 
:aeco«nled  here  of  the  Bakeweil  breied.  Tkej  are  ^ithuHt 
Jiei«i8»  mA  have  loi^g  wool ;  the  fleece  weighs  from  :  ta 
11  pounds  i  about  a  fifth- pari  are  of  the  Linton  bree^ 
the  r^  are  a  white  faoed  breed,  that  have  always  been  in 
the  country,  much  diminiihed  in  bulk  i>y  &anty  pafture; 
;as  yet  there  is  no  idea  of  improving  the  quality  of  the 
wool.-^Tenanl6  of  the  rank  of  gentleaiea  have  ail  their 
gnb  ef  fown  doyera,  rye  and  rib  gra£i  \  the  f09c  tenaots 
•depead  on  tianmrai  l^y-graf^  with  a  .patch  of  cloVer  in  their 
^deas.  The  rcmt  by  the  acre  on  uttoft  £af  sm  is  varied  e- 
very  jrear,  by  the  <di&reiice  of  the  price  of  grain,  of  which 
a  paction  of  the  rent  of  vvery  &rm  has  beai  in  general 
paid.  When  grain  fells  at  14  s.  or  15  s.  tlie  b^  the  a- 
4«rage  rent  by  the  acre  is  about  158.-,  bat  a  great  prc^- 
tion  of  alan>ft  «very  farm  can  be  only  valued  at  j  s.  the 
aore ;  and  a  partof -caoh,  if  let  fcf)ara(ely^  would  bri<^  a 
guinea  the  acre.  Tfaex^  being  iktie  or  no  comaMMi  p^faire 
pertaining  to  any  farm,  the  land»  confidertn^g  the  «[uantity 
^  grain  pnodvoed  from  the  acre,  jnaft  be  reck<med  high 
ivnted. 

MifcManeous  ObJhyMiwts.'^Thc  poffefibrs  of  the  landed 
pTbpetty  are  ^.  The  Earl  of  Fife  had  the  whole  of  what 
w'as  the  parilh  of  Lhanbryd,  and  the  ancient  barohy  of  Kfl- 
inalemnock,  in  !^t  Andrew's ;  the  !Earl  of  Findlater  holds 
Link  wood  and  Linksfield,  in  the  weft  ;  the  Hon.  Ge<»-ge 
Duff,  Barmickity,  in  the  middle  of  the  parifh  ;  John  Bral»«- 
dcr,  Efq;  holds  Pitgaveny,  in  the  north ;  William  King; 
Efq;  ha^  NewmiU,  and  the  lands  in  the  vicinity  of  Elgin  -, 
and  John  Innes,  £%  wrker  to  the  Sigaett  has  Dunkintjr^ 
towards  the  eaft ;  and  a  fma]l  farm  was,  in  tlie  laft  geiia>- 
cation^  given  by  Gordon  of  Caimfield,  for  die  fdpport  d 
i  the 


of  St  Andrew" s^  Lbanhryd.  177 

the  Epifcopal  chapel  in  Elgin. — ^The  odIj  language  of  the 
parifli  is  Scots.  The  names  of  the  places,  in  general,  are  of 
that  language ;  fuch  as  Hornhead,  Hairftones,  Hollow- wood, 
and  Goddlown  •  Thefe  are  beauties  peculiar  to  this  Ian- 
goage,  in  energy,  brevity,  and  animation  *,  which  would  b^ 
more  natural  ornaments  in  the  Englifli  tongue,  than  any  of 
its  exotic  importations.  Thefe,  therefore,  as  well  as  the 
Scoticifms,  might  be  alfo  colleded  and  publiihed. — The  peo« 
pk,  over  all  this  country,  are  mod  ilridUy  osconomical,  and 
as  little  expenfive  or  luxurious  as  poflible.  They  are  dif- 
poled  to  every  kind  of  humane  ^nd  generous  afiion,  as 
much  as  their  circumfl^ces  will  admit  of.  The  lower 
rank  of  farmers  and  labourers,  though  not  content  perhaps 
with  their  fituation,  and  though  they  do  not  enjoy  all  the 
comforts  of  life,  yet  do  not  complain  more  than  their  opu- 
lent neighbours.  There  are  numbers  of  them,  however,  who 
are  generally  without  fmall  beer  and  milk,  and  almoft  none 
of  them  have  meat,  butter,  cheefe  or  fpirits,  and  all  their 
poultry  and  eggs  are  fold  in  the  Elgin  market.  Their 
dreis,  furniture  and  habitations  are  ilill  of  the  cheapeft  kinds 
which  can  be  procured.  Th&y  ufe  no  candles  \  and  urine 
diey  fubflitute  for  foap.  Funerals  are  condu&ed  without 
expenfe ;  there  is  no  company  or  dancing  on  the  occa* 
fion  of  a  wedding ;  nor  at  baptifms,  in  general,  is  there 
any  kind  of  entertainment.  Almofl  the  only  pleafure 
they  indulge  in,  is  meeting  occaiionally,  to  the  number  of 
IS  ^^  9ji  ^of  ^^  purpofe  of  converfing  about  fome  of  the 
abfiruiefi  doSrines  of  Calvinifm,  in  which  they  difplay 
their  eloquence  in  the  only  kind  of  fpouting  of  which  they 
have  any  notion,  that  of  a  theological  oration  and  a  prayer^* 
varied  by  occaiional  reflexions  on  the  degeneracy  and  op- 
preflions  of  the  age.  It  is  probable,  the  anceftors  of  the 
ptiient  generation  of  peafants  poffefled  at  no  period,  a 
much  larger  fbck  of  knowledge  j  but  iince,  by  the  altera- 
YoL.  IX^  Z  tioa 
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tion  of  the  times,  the  falaries  of  fchoolm afters  can  in  nt 
way  fupport  a  family,  that  office  has  fallen  altogether  into 
the  hands  of  mere  fcliool-boys,  which  they  abandon  as  foon 
as  their  own  education  is  fuppofed  to  be  completed,  or  into 
that  oif  bankrupt  tenants,  liill  lefs  qualified  for  the  duties  of 
it.  So  that  a  thicker  cloud  of  ignorance  muft  be  fettling 
over  the  lower  ranks  of  people,  than  that  which  covered 
their  fathers.  And  while  tht  reputation  for  learning,  which 
Scotland  has  fo  long  fuppofted  among  the  nations,  muft  in 
a  fliort  time  be  loft,  thofe  numbers,  who,  by  means  of  that 
mediocrity  of  literature  acquired  in  the  parifli  fchools,  rofe 
from  the  loweft  ftacions  of  liie  to  merits  wealthy  and  ranh^ 
mufl  be  henceforth  chained  down,  hopelcfs  and  inglorious^ 
to  the  miferable  fphere  of  their  humble  birth.  Parifh  fchools 
are  peculiar  to  Scotland.  The  idea  of  this  inftitution  was 
originally  fiiggetted  as  proper  for  reconciling  the  minds  of 
the  people  to  the  adminiftration  of  Charles  I.  And,  in  a 
fimilar  view,  they  were  eftabliflicd  in  their  prefent  form  by 
the  firft  Parliament  ot  King  William.  For  feveral.  gene- 
rations, while  the  example  of  country  gentlemen,  and  the 
ability  of  fchoolmaiiers,  fupported  the  labours  of  minifters, 
the  fchoolmafter's  connexion  in  the  parifli  being  equally 
permanent,  and  their  learning  in  general  on  a  refpedable 
par,  the  people  were  prefer ved  loyal  to  Government,  ^nd 
fteady  to  the  Church  -,  but  after  the  gentlemen  withdrew 
their  countenance,  and  flighted  the  ordinances  of  their  na- 
tional religion,  and  the  office  of  fchodlmnfter  became  inef- 
ficient, by  the  diminilhed  value  of  its  appointment,  the  mi- 
nifters were  wholly  unfupported,  the  people  blind  to  the 
fignal  advantages  of  their  Government,  and  feeling  the  prcf- 
fute  of  its  manifold  exadions;  while  their  minds,  relating 
both  to  Church  and  State,  as  much  perverted  now  by 
vagrants  in  the  charafter  of  diflcnting  preachers,  as  they  wert 
then  by  trafficking  priclts^,  are,  in  as  great  a  degrcci  difpofci 

.       .  for 
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hx  imiovatioQ,  if  it  flioidd  elfewhere  fpring  up,:  as  in  an  j 
former  age ;  with  thid  diSerence,  that  the  band  of  relij^ion 
which  tied  the  people  fo  (Ironglj  to  their  fuperiors,  being 
now  broken^  they  would  be  very  little  controlled  by  their 
indoence.  Perhaps  it  would  be  wife^  therefore,  in  the  Stated 
to  aagment  the  living  of  fchoolmafters  to  the  fame  value 
which  it  comparatively  bore  in  the  reign  of  William  ; 
which  would  npt  at  prefent  require,  in  all,  above  L.  5000 
Sterling  a- year,  which  might  be  tranfmitted  to  the  Sheriffi, 
orpaifl  by  the  Colledors  of  Excife.      , 

By  thefe  means  the  condition  of  the  kingdom  would  be 
meliorated ;  for  while  fome  knowledge  of  writing  and  arith- 
metic is  now  indifpenfable  to  every  mechanic,  mafon,  car- 
peater,  weaver  and  tailor,  nothing  can  be  more  abfurd 
than  to  allege,  that  a  man  makes  a  better  farmer,  is  more 
content  with  his  fituation,  or  a  more  ufeful  meniber  of  fo- 
ctety,  becaufe  he  can  neither  read  or  write ;  on  the  contra- 
ry, ignorance  of  itfelf  occafions  difcontent,  and  expofcs  thofe 
who  are  under  its  gloom  to  be  more  eaiily  mifled  by  the 
crafty,  which  the  members  of  every  mob,  and  the  fmalleft. 
obfervation  of  the  fentiments  of  that  condition  fuilicicndj 
demonftrate.  The  parifh  having  no  advantages  nor  difad- 
vantages  peculiar  to  itfelf,  the  means  by  which  its  condi- 
tion might  be  meliorated*  would  alfo  influence  that  of  all 
the  country.  Granting  long  leafes,  has,  in  general,  been 
accounted  among  the  means  of  meliorating  the  condition 
of  tenants,  and  of  improving  the  country  \  yet  their  being 
no  other  advantage  from  this,  but  that  the  tenant  is  encou- 
raged to  improve  by  the  certainty  of  reaping  its  profit,  it 
votild  be  eafy,  by  the  conditions  of  the  leafe,  to  give  equal 
encouragement  for  temporary  or  permanent  improvement, 
if  the  tenant  ihould  be  removed  in  fuch  circumitances,  as  to 
five  the  landlord  the  profits  of  it.  On  moft  farms  there 
«te  comers  inacceffible  to  the  ploughi  the  bank  of  a  ditch, 

or 
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or  the  winding  margin  of  a  brook,  wkere  tree^  would  te 
ornamental,  and  promote  the  growth  of  grais,  by  their  (hade 
and  their  fhelter.  The  tenant  at  prefent  has  feldom  any 
encouragement  to  plant  fuch  fpots,  aa,  by  aft  of  Parliament, 
all  the  growing  timber  is  the  fole  property  of  the  landlord. 
But  were  fome  arrangement  made  between  the  landlord 
and  the  tenant,  to  encourage  the  latter,  either  to  plant  fucb 
fpots  himfelf,  or  to  take  care  of  the  trees  therein  planted, 
every  farm,  in  the  conrfe  of  the  riling  generation,  wonU 
be  provided  with  timber  fuiBcient  for  its  own  accommoda- 
tion.— For  many  years  paft  the  agricultural  indufiry  of  this 
part  of  the  country  has  been  confiderably  difcouraged,  by 
the  difficulty  of  procuring  and  managing  iarm-fervants, 
occafioned  by  an  emigration  of  many  of  that  rank  to  the 
manufaduring  and  commercial  places  of  the  fouth  ;  while, 
by  a  pretty  widely  extended  combination  amcnig  them- 
felves,  they  have  raifed  their  wages  here,  as  high  as  in  any 
part  of  the  kingdom,  it  is  certain  there  is  lefi  work  accom- 
pliihed  by  equal  numbers.  They  infift  on  being  regulated 
in  all  circumflances,  by  the  faihion  or  prafHce  of  other 
farms,  which  themfelres  have  by  this  means  eftablilhed  y 
and  if  any  perfon  contends  any  particular  with  them,  he 
thereby  incurs  the  imputation  of  being  a  bad  roafter,  soidr 
muft  thereupon,  at  the  next  term,  give  an  advance  of  wages, 
or  fome  conceffion  (till  more  humiliating.  How  fiir  thk 
may  or  does  affeft  the  land-rent,  is  not  afcertained,  nor 
have  the  gentlemen  of  the  country  yet  felt  the  evil;  an  ad- 
ditional fervant  or  two  is  of  little  confequence  to  them,  and 
their  influence  fecures  in  general  a  preference  to  the  tnoft 
diicreet,  fo  that  they  rather  fofter  than  check  the  extrava- 
gance. It  would,  nevertheleis,  be  proper  in  them  to  ex- 
tend their  care  a  little  to  the  concerns,  in  this  refpeft,  of 
their  poorer  neighbours,  and  to  the  date  of  the  country  is 
general  \  and  it  b  yet  prafiicable,  by  a  little  concert  among 

them^ 
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dwDii  gradnaUy  and  fileattjy  to  introduce  phiftices  more 
beneficial  to  all  concerned. — ^Thk  cottntry  fu&rs  alia  iame* 
what  from  a  fpirit  of  litigation,  which  the  landholders  feem 
rather  to  foment ,  than  take  anj  care  to  fupprefs ;  for  ha« 
ving  oniTerfallj  rdinquifhed  their  legal  ancient  privilege 
of  warning  out  tenants  by  their  own  authority,  great  nam* 
bers  are  yearly  brought  together  in  the  (heriff-conrt,.  upon 
aa  aft  only  of  the  Court  of  SeiBon,  to  fee  themfelves  de- 
cerned to  remove,  where  they  acquire  notions  concerning 

!  the  rights  of  men,  no  way  favourable  to  induftry,  concord 
or  thrift.  Befides,  the  depreiling  influence  of  the  tax 
on  water-bom  coal,  which  is  above  the  fixth  part  of  the 
jirice,  this  country  moreover  feels  the  partiality  of  the 
tax  on  Scots  coal  carried  north  of  the  Redhead,  of  which  it 
now  requires  a  confiderable  importation,  and  befides  the 
freight,  (hore-dues,  and  othdr  unavoidable  expence  of  con* 

I  veyance,  this  tax  alone  increafes  the  original  price  at  the 
pit  one-fourth  part  by  the  ton** 

This  country  in  particular,  and  the  whole  ifland^  would 
be  greatly  benefited  by  a  bridge  on  the  river  Spey,  at  the 
ferty-of  Fochabers.  The  improved  fyftcm  of  agriculture 
b  fowing  grafs  and   other  green   crops,  inflead   of  the 

I  uninterrupted  cultivation  of  com,  has  naturally  turned 
the  attention  of  the  people  to  the  increafe  of  black  cattle. 
The  county  of  Banff,  and  the  adjoining  parts  of  Aberdeen- 
Aire^  where  Banff  is  only  8  or  lo  miles  broad,  are  -by  oli« 

I  mate 

*  Numbers  alfe  in  this  conntiy  are  mortUiect  by  another  inconvenience* 
The  ports  of  Findhorn,  Loffie,  and  Spey,  belong  to  the  diftri(^  of  the 
Cuflom-houfe  of  Invcmefs.  Befides  the  trouble  of  obtaining  the  clear^ 
ince,  on  the  arrival  of  every  veflel,  an  exprefs  muft  be  difpatchdd  thither, 
bcfete  they  can  begin  to  anload ;  by  which  a  delay  of  three  days,  befides 
■nsch  eipenie,  is  upn^ceflarily  incurred.  Bat  no  inconvenience  could 
refidt  from  a  deputation  to  proper  officers  at  £lgin ;  yet  the  gentlemen  of 
the  country  fnbmit  to  this  diftrefs,  with  a  patience  and  felf-denial. which 
tt  leaft  does  honour  to  their  GhriiUan  refignation^ 
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mate  adapted  to  pafturage,  therefore,  .during  ^fummer  and 
aatiimn,  cattle  markets  have  been  eftabli(hed  in  fome  place 
of  that  coontrj  every  week  ;  croffing  the  ca^e  over  this 
rapid  and  generally  unfordable  river,  and  bringing  home 
under  the  night  fuch  as  may  not  be  fold,  is  attended  bj 
a  moft  forbidding  inconvenience,  which  it  is  not  necefiaiy 
here  particularly  to  defcribe.  The  application  of  Ume  as 
a  manure  has  of  late  been  pra^fed  in  this  country,  and 
much  greater  quantities  of  it  are  now  ufed  in  building  than 
in  any  former  age.  BaniFfliire  abounding  in  limeftone  and 
fuel,  fumiihes  the  whole  quantity  required  for  both  pur- 
pofes.  Befides  hard  labour,  and  much  time  in  loading  and 
unloading  the  boat,  the  freight  alone  adds  a  fifth  part  to  the 
price.  How  far  Government  may  be  interefted  in  this 
bridge,  needs  not  be  here  ftated ;  but  it  may  be  obfervedf 
that  experience  hath  now  proved,  that  the  opening  of  pro- 
per roads,  has  alone  civilised  and  improved  the  rudeft  cor* 
ners  of  the  Highlands,  while  the  forts  which  were  ereS- 
ed  there,  and  are  fupported  at  fo  great  expcnfe,  have  in 
this  refped  been  found  entirely  nugatory  \  although  they 
could  not  be  intended  for  any  other  purpofe  in  a  country 
which,  nature  having  interdided  from  being  the  theatre  of 
war,  can  only  at  any  period  exhibit  the  fcene  of  a  flight 
jkirmifli,  or  one  Ihort  engagement. — The  eafy  pradicabili* 
ty,  and  the  advantages  ot  making  a  canal  through  the  loch 
of  Spynie,  and  the  N.  W.  comer  of  thepariih  from  L(^ie« 
mouth,  to  within  a  mile  of  Elgin,  navigable  without  a  lock 
for  any  veiTel  that  can  get  into  the  harbour,  might  be  point- 
ed out. — But  it  only  remains  rather  to  fuggeft  the  advan- 
tage of  eftablifliing  a  corn-market  fimilar  to  that  of  Had- 
dington. The  county,  at  an  average,  difpofes  of  from 
10,000  to  16,000  bolls,  by  the  agency  only  of  3  or  4 
perfons,  who,  in  general,  purchafe  by  commiffion  from 
their  correfpondents  in  the  fouth,  and  they  alone  are  often 
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^  to  fix  tbe  price  for  the  year.  Although  the  dity  of 
Edinburgh,  and  the  diftillers,  may  be  fuppofed  to  purchaij^ 
^e  whole  grain  of  the  Haddington  murki^t,  yet,  fince  the 
cfiabliihment  of  fmall  flilb  in  the  north,  it  is  evident  th^ 
fitnation  of  this  country  would  admit  of  fuch  a  weekly 
market  op  a  fmalj  fcale  at  Elgin,  and  it  ifoiild  require  no 
great  exertion  of  the  ingenuity,  or  attention  of  the  country 
gentlemen,  to  form  and  fupport  an  efiablilhmentfoobyioufly 
patriotic— Although  the  people  of  Teindland  are  at  liberty 
to  choofe  any  church  moft  convenient,  they  are  bound  to 
a  mill  in  their  own  pariih  of  Elgin,  and  beiides  it,  there 
are  8  milb  with  which  the  pari(h  is  conneded.-»By  the 
quantity  of  potato,  and  alterations  ip  the  mode  of  living, 
it  is  certain  there  is  not  fo  much  meal  confumed  in  the 
(KOUQtry  as  was  formerly.  The  people  in  general  murmur 
greatly  on  account  of  mill  exadions  and  fervices ;  perhaps^ 
therefore,  it  would  be  more  advantageous  for  the  proprie- 
tors of  mills  to  apportion  their  prefent  rent  on  the  lands  of 
^eir  thirlage,  than  it  inay  be  at  any  future  period,  when 
this  meafure,  according  to  the  pradice  of  more  highly  cul- 
tivated  countricsi  may  be  univeUally  adopted. 


NUM. 


(•4  Snui/Hcta  Accmau 


NUMBER    XIV. 


PARISH    OF    NEW    DEER, 


(County  and  Synod  or  Aberdeen,  Presbytery  of 
Deer.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  Hugh  Taylor. 


Nrnme^  Extent^  l£c.  % 

llTf  tr  D  E  Kit  was  t»Dce  a  part  of  the  aocieat  parifli  of 
Deer :  from  which  it  was  disjoined  in  the  beginning 
of  lad  centurj.  It  was  fir  ft  called  Aucbreddy^  frofii  tbe 
field  in  which  the  church  is  fituated ;  it  had  that  name 
time  immemorial  \  and  which,  like  that  of  moft  places  in 
the  parilh,  evidently  feems  to  be  of  Gaelic  extradion. 
Thefe  pariihes  are  now  denominated  Old  and  New  Beet. 
The  etymology  of  Deer  is  unknown,  or  at  leaft  uncertain ; 
perhaps  it  may  be  a  corruption  from  the  Gaelic.  This 
parifli  is  perhaps  one  of  the  largeft  in  the  county.  It  is  of 
an  oblong  form,  extending  from  S.  to  N.  14  Englifh  miles; 
and  7  at  a  medium  from  E.  to  W.  Th9  church  is  pretty 
centrical,  and  is  30  miles  diftant  from  Aberdeen  diredly 
N. ;  48  miles  by  Peterhead  direftly  W.  and  li^  miles  fi"om 
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Banff  in  a  N.  £•  diredion.  ^  There  is  one  thing  peculiar 
to  its  fituationi  the  fea  is  defcribed  around  it  from  S.  £• 
to  N.  W.  almoft  with  a  radius  of  18  miles  :  fo  that  it  is 
nearly  equidiftant  from  all  the  different  ports,  along  a  fea- 
coaft  of  more  than  40  miles* 

Surface^  Soil  and  Produce. — The  furface  'here,  as  alfo 
through  the  whole  of  Buchan,  is  pretty  flat.  There  is 
fcarcely  Z'  hill,  or  even  a  place  that  deferves  to  be  called 
an  eminence,  in  all  the  pariih.  A  piece  of  riiing  ground, 
indeed,  is  iituated  about  a  mile  N.  from  the  churchy  from 
which  there  is  an  extenfive,  and,  in  fummer,  a  very  plea- 
iant  and  variegated  profpefi.  Towards  the  N.  E.  £.  and 
S.  £.  the  appearance,  for  7  or  8  miles,  is  almoft  one  conti- 
nued com  field,  interfperfed  with  pieces  of  fown  grais  and 
turnip,  and  terminated  by  a  gentle  rife  of  the  ground,  in 
form  of  an  amphitheatre.  Turning  weflward,  the  furface 
is  heath  and  moor,  chequered  with  fome  flraggling  farms* 
Here  s^o  there  is  a  view  of  many  of  the  Highland  hills 
30  or  40  miles  W. ;  and,  in  a  clear  day,  a  fmall  peep  of 
the  ilea  at  Peterhead.  The  public  road  from  Aberdeen  by 
Udny  and  Tarves,  paffing  through  this  parifh  to  the  N. 
nearly  divides  it,  and  alfo  forms  a  line  of  diftindion  be- 
tween the  different  qualities  of  the  foil.  That  part,  which 
lies  weftward,  is  in  general  ihallow,  fandy  and  dry.  A 
good  deal  of  this  is  entirely  barren,  and  inclines  very  much 
to  heath.  But^  firom  the  appearance  of  ridges  in  many 
places  upon  its  furface,  even  this  feems  to  have  once  been 
moftly  under  tillage :  and  it  might  be  eafily  brought  into 
cultivation  again,  by  proper  encouragement.  On  the  caft 
fide  of  the  road,  the  ground  being  lower,  the  foil  is  gene- 
rally deeper,  for  the  mod  part, arable,  in  fome  places  wet^ 
in  others,  (particularly  about  the  middle,)  very  dry,  ridi 
and  fertile.    But  though  this  diftinSion  holds  true  in  a 
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great  meafore,  yet,  in  feme  places,  the  foil  on  ont  fide  if 
the  road  is  very  little  different  firom  what  it  is  on  the  o- 
then  For  mo(s  abounds  throughout  the  pariih :  and, 
where  this  is  the  cafe»  the  adjacent  foil  is  inv^ably  wet, 
and  the  mould  of  a  black  or  hazelly  colour.  The  principal 
crops  are  oats  and  barley-big,  with  fome  peafe.  Every 
firmer  has  alfo  a  field  of  turnip,  from  i  to  6  acres,  accord- 
ing to  the  extent  of  his  &rm.  Thele  are  given  to  the  cat- 
tle through  the  winter,  and  fometimes  ufed  in  fattening 
them  for  the  butcher.  Potatoes  and  flax  are  alfo  raifed, 
but  only  in  fmall  quantities,  and  for  private  ufe.  More 
articles  of  provifion  are  produced,  and  n^^ufaftured  in  the 
pariih,  than  it  annually  confutnes.  A  confiderable  quanti- 
ty of  oats  is  made  into  meal,  and  fold  to  traders,  wha 
tranfport  it  by  fea  to  every  place  of  Scotland,  where  they 
can  find  a  market.  Butter  and  cheeCe  are  alio  in  plenty 
here ;  and  of  great  importance.  Small  farmery  or  fubte- 
nants,  ufually  pay  their  rent  by  what  of  thefe  they  can 
afford  to  fell,  after  fupplying  their  own  family.  Kverj 
merchant  in  the  pariih  buys  thefe  articles,  and  fends  them 
to  market ;  generally  at  Leith  and  places  adjotning  to  the 
Frith.  Eggs  too  are  purchafed  by  them  in  confiderable 
quantities,  and  fliipped  for  the  London  markett  But  the 
rearing  and  fale  of  black  cattle  is  perhaps  more  advaats^a- 
ous  to  the  farmer,  than  any  thing  that  has  been  mentioo- 
ed. — Valued  rent  is  L  5159  :  6 ;  lo  Scots  :  real  rant,  in* 
eluding  meal  and  money,  about  L.  jcoo  Sterling. 

A^iculturey  E/r.r— In  point  of  improvemefit,  this  parifii 
has  imdergone  as  fenfible  a  change  as  moil  others.  Roadst 
fiarms  and  boufes,  and  the  implements  of  huibandry,  are  £0 
much  ameliorated,  that  thofe,  who  were  acquainted  with 
t  30  years  ago,  declare  they  would  icarcely  know  it  to  be 
die  &me  place,  had  they  been  fo  Iqx^  absent.    When  tl% 
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pnient  incumbent  ixras  fettkd  in  the  year  17379  there  was 
not  a  cart,  but  his  own,  in  the  parifli :  nor  were  there 
h)ads  which  could  be  travelled  in  manj  places.    Thent 
and  for  many  years  after,  there  was  but  one  carrier,  who 
went  weekly  to  Aberdeen    with   a  horfe  and    packets* 
Sometimes  he  even  went  with  nothing  but  a  back  creel* 
and  brought  what  merchandife  and  prorifions  were  at.  the 
time  neceflary.     Now,  there  is  fufBcient  employment  for 
3  or  4  carriers,  who  go  each  with  a  cart  and  two  horfes* 
Burning,  where  the  foil  was  fufceptible  of  it,  was  the  prin- 
cipal manure  for  raifing  com  :  and  many  places  wear  the 
impreilion   to  this  day.     A  kind  of  black  bearded  fmall 
oats  was  then  principally  cultivated  :  now  there  is  hardly 
fach  a  kind  of  grain  in  the  pari(h.     Liming  was  much  ufed 
a  &w  years  ago ;  and,  when  neceflary ,  can  here  be  carried 
08  at  a  moderate  expenfe.    But,  although  there  is  plenty 
of  limeftone  and  fuel  in  the  parilh,  and  a  kiln  for  burning 
it  on  almoft  every  £irm  and  croft ;  ydt  the  tenants  are 
now  obliged,  in  i  great  meafure,  to  difcontinue  the  prsic« 
tke.    For  it  is  found  that  lime,  when  applied  in  great 
quantity,  Or  foon  repeated,  reduces  their  foil  to  a  mere 
c^ipui  mortuumf  producing  little  but  thifUes  and  other  no«< 
noas  weeds.    Where  barren  ground  is  to  be  fertilized,  or 
old  ridges  levelled  and  improved,  the  farmer  ftill  has  re- 
courfe  to  it ;  and,  when  judicioufly  laid  on,  it  is  found  to 
ariwer  his  mod  fangusne  expe&ations.     When  made  into 
gcompoft  with  earth  and  dung,  it  alfo  makes  an  excellent 
kind  of  manure  for  ley  and  turnip  land.     This  is  general* 
iy  prepared  in  fiuDmer  on  a  piece  of  the  field,  for  which 
it  is  deiigned,  or  as  near  it  as  poffible.     Moft  of  the  farms 
ait  inclofed,  eiAcr  with  turf  or  ftone  fences.    The  farm 
hoofes  are  trierably  neat,  and  confift  of  one  ftory.    For 
the  mioft  part,  they  are  built  of  ftone  and  mortar,  and 
fiheeked  with  Kme.    8tob^h«tcbing  is  now  become  pretty 
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general,  and  when  well  executed,  makes  a  warm  and 
durable  roof.  At  prefent  a  fpirit  of  induilrj  and  improve- 
ment pervades  everj  rank,  and  would  probably  lead  on  to 
a  more  perfeft  and  general  knowledge  of  agriculture,  had 
they  longer  leaCes ;  but  the  bad  eiFe6b  of  Ihort  leafes  have 
been  fo  clearly  ftated  in  other  ftatiflical  accounts,  that  it  is 
iiee41eis  to  enter  upon  a  detail  of  them. 


State  of  Impromement  in  February  1793. 

[Each  particular  ftate  being  made  out  by  two  different 
farmers,  who  gave  in  a  figned  report.] 
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Nethermulr, 
Cullh  &  Artamford, 
Drum,  fit  Auchmalid  jy* 
Mickle  5c  Little  Auchrkly, 
Gaimbanno  dc  Auchmunyiel, 
WliytehiU  fie  Bnicklay, 
Gorbfliill  &  Alathan, 
Savdk  8c  Aachnagatj 
Fedderat, 

Totals, 


The  above  ftate  comprehends  the  whole  parifhy  except 
the  lands  of  Old  maud  and  Aflefi,  which,  lying  in  the  low- 
er part  of  the  parifhy  may  be  confidered  as  equal  to  others 
of  the  like  extent  and  rent  \  and  the  neareft  to  them  xn  both 
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thefe  refpeds,  are  the  lands  of  Gulih  and  Artamford.  Witb 
refpeft  to  the  inclofares,  it  is  not  pretended,  that  they  are 
all  fufficient  fences  ;  perhaps  no  inclofure,  properly  fpealc- 
ing,  is  a  fufficient  fence  on  both  iides,  but  what  is  built  en- 
tirely of  ftone ;  and  tenants  pofleffing  only  a  19  years 
leafe,  cannot  be  fuppofed  to  be  at  the  expenfe  of  ftone 
fences,  when  they  have  no  allowance  or  encouragement 
for  them.  In  the  laft  ftate  there  is  no  notice  taken  of  hay 
crop,  it  being  the  opinion  of  the  farmers  who  gave  it  in, 
that  no  true  judgment  could  be  formed  of  the  ufual  cropd 
of  hay  from  the  produce  of  laft  year,  on  account  of  the 
fupemumerary  cattle  on  hand,  till  fummer  was  near  over, 
which  confumed  a  great  deal  of  grais,  ufually  made  into 
hay. 

Airy  Climate  and  Lifeafes. — This  parifli  feems  to  have  % 
coniiderable  elevation  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  moft 
of  the  neighbouring  pariihes,  as  will  appear  from  a  circiim- 
ftance  to  be  mentioned  afterward.  The  air  b  confeqiient- 
ly  iharp  and  pure  ;  and.  the  feafons  generally  a  week  or 
fortnight  later,  than  in  many  places  in  its  vicinity.  In 
winter  the  froft  is  fometimes  fo  intenfe,  as  to  put  a  ftop  to 
the  plough;  when  nearer  tl^coaft  it  meets  with  no  ob- 
ftrudion.  Laft  winter,  (1791-a,)  it  occaiioned  a  ceffation 
from  tillage  for  8  or  9  weeks.  Snow  lies  very  long  upon 
the  ground,  and,  in  the  higher  part  of  the  parifh,  fometimes 
£aJl3  to  a  confiderable  depth,  when  a  or  3  miles  eaftward 
the  fields  are  clothed  in  their  blafted  verdure.  Here,  too, 
we  have  often  what  are  called  fummer-ftiowers,  which  are 
very  partial.  A  cloud  is^  carried  along  a  trafl  of  ground, 
fometimes  not  more  than  300  or  600  yards  wide,  pouring 
down  a  temporary  deluge.  In  winter,  again,  a  ftiower  of 
£now,  inftead  of  rain,  frequently  paftes  over  a  like  extent, 
and  in  the  fame  direction.     The  phylical  caufe  feems  to 
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be  a  frequent  ittterchange  of  clouds  between  ^  fitmmitB 
of  1  oppofite  hilb,  Bentiachie  and  Mormotld.  The  former 
is  diftant  from  us  about  30  miles  S.  W.  the  latter  about 
8  or  9  miles  N.  £.  But  this  obfttvation  is  not  to  be  con- 
fined to  this  place  alone ;  for  fnch  phoenomena,  I  belief, 
are  common  to  almoft  every  .part  of  Scotland.— There  are 
no  difeafes  peculiar  to  this  parifii*  Rhenmatifln  is  the 
moft  general  complaint  among  the  men,  and  nervous  dif- 
Orders  among  the  women.  To  account  for  the  prevalence 
of  thefe  diforders,  I  need  only  mention  the  empbyment  odF 
the  former,  which,  after  hard  ezercife  in  the  morning,  is  to 
go  out  and  ftir  a  damp  field ;  and  the  fedentarj  occupation 
of  the  hitter,  which  is  chiefly  fpinning  or  knittmg  of  ftock- 
ings.  Scrofulous,  .confumptive,  and  aflhmadc  complaifits 
are  not  fo  common.  In  autumn  179!)  a  putrid  kind  of 
fore  throat,  which  firll  made  its  appearance  about  the  coaft 
fide,  found  its  way  into  this  parifli.  Since  that,  it  has  con* 
tinned  to  rage  in  different  places,  with  great  virulence,  and 
little  intermilfion,  and  is  peculiarly  fatal  to  the  young,  and 
people  of  a  full  conftitution.  No  efleftual  remedy  has  yet 
been  difcovered  for  this  contagious  diforder;  and  the  only 
approved  medicines  are  a  vomit  at  fird,  and  then  Jefuit's 
bark,  continued  feveral  timdP  a-day,  in  a  glals  of  Port 
wine.  A  very  malignant  fever,  too,  has  prevailed  this 
winter.  Some  were  carried  off  by  it  in  eight  days  illnelsi 
while  others  have  been  languifliing  as  many  weeks. 

Natural  Miftoiy^  Antiquities^  ^c. — ^Hiere  b  neither  a 
wood,  hill  nor  river  in  the  parifh  ;  confequently  no  qua- 
drupeds, migratory  or  aquatic  birds,  but  fucAi  as  are  com- 
mon :  nor  are  there  any  remarkable  fofflls.  There  iS| 
however,  reafon  to  believe,  that  this  pariih  once  abounded 
in  wood ;  for  veftiges  of  oak,  hazel,  and  other  hard  wood, 
(but  no  fir),  are  to  be  found  in  erery  mois.    Springs  and 
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nmilets,  fafficient  for  driyi]9.2  mills  mi  light  madunerj, 
9re  verj  plenty.  There  are  alio  foise  chalybeate  wells, 
but  none  of  tbefe  have  attained  to  an j  great  repute.  Go 
a  farm  in  the  head  of  the  parilh  there  are  3  contiguous 
^ngs,  which  run  in  as  many  different  diredions.  One  of 
them  runs  eaftward,  increaiing  coniiderably  in  its  couribi 
till  it  joins  the  water  of  Strichen.  TheCe  form  the  water 
of  Ugie,  which  falls  into  the  fea  at  Peterhead.  Another 
of  them  runs  fouthward  into  Ythao,  and  ^alls  into  the  fea 
at  Newburgh.  The  third  runs  H.  W.  into  Doveran,  and 
&Ils  into  the  fea  at  Banff.  This  is  the  circumftance  above 
slhided  tOy  and  from  which  we  inferred  the  height  of  the 
pariih. — Remains  of  feveral  Druidical  temples  are  to  be 
feetL  The  place  where  one  of  them  fiood  is  aboiu  half  a 
mile  N.  from  the  church,  and  iiill  retains  the  name  of 
**  ftanding  fiones."  In  view  of  this,  and  about  a  mile  from 
the  churchy  diredly  S.  there  was  another.  This  is  not  yet 
all  removed,  and  the  former  was  but  lately  taken  away,  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  the  prefent  manle.  There  are  alfo 
leveral  tumuli  or  fmall  cairns,  fome  of  which  have  been 
i^i  up*  suid  found  to  contain  urns  inclofed  in  ftone  coffins. 
The  coffins  wens  compoled  of  fl^s  of  ftone  from  3  to  4 
feet  long,  and  £0  clofely  laid  Agether,  that  no  duft  eould 
penetrate.  The  urns,  which  to.  the  eye  appeared  quite 
found,  but  mouldered  at  a  touchy  were  placed  near  one  of 
the  comers,  and  contained  fragments  of  human  bones  and 
aihes.  About  a  miles  north  from  the  church  fiands  an 
old  caftle,  called  Fedderatt^  which  appears  to  have  been  a 
place  of  confiderable  ftrength.  It  is  furrounded  partly  by 
a  fofle,  and  partly  by  a  morals,  fo  that  there  could  have 
been  no  accefs  to  it,  but  by  a  caufeway  (which  is  iUll  vi- 
fible)  and  a  draw-bridge.  Water,  it  feems,  had  been  con« 
▼eyed  to  it  by  means  of  pipes  \,  for  pieces  of  them  have, 
et  di|S:rent  limes,  been  torn  up  by  the  plough.  Accord- 
ing 
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ing  to  tradition,  it  was  built  bj  one  Crawford ;  but  at  what 
time  we  cannot  learn.  It  afterward  came  into  the  pof- 
leflion  of  the  IrvineJ  of  Drum,  and  is  noW  the  property  of 
Lord  Aberdeen.  It  is  alfo  faid  to  have  been  one  of  the 
lafl  ftrong  holds  of  James  II. 's  partifans,  who,  after  the  battle 
of  Killycrankie,  poffeffed  themfelves  of  Fjvie  caftle,  and, 
being  obliged  to  abandon  it,  took  refuge  in  Fedderatt ;  bat 
were  pnrfued,  and  expelled  by  King  William's  troops.  In 
the  weft  fide  of  the  parifh  there  is  an  eztenfive  piece  of 
moor,  called  BrucebilL  This  is  faid  to  have  been  fo  named 
from  Edward,  brother  to  King  Robert  Bruce.  Here  he  is 
reported  to  have  encamped  foon  after  the  battle  of  Inveru- 
ly,  and  from  this  to  have  marched  in  purfuit  of  the  Cum- 
mins, to  a  place  near  the  village  of  Deer,  called  Aiky-irai^ 
or  Oahy-irae,  And  this  is  partly  corroborated  by  Joan 
Major,  (de.  geft.  Scot.  Fol.  83.  lib.  5.)  who  relates,  that 
Edward  there  engaged  and  routed  the  Cummins  in  the 
year  1308.  In  memory  of  this  viftory,  the  market  of 
Alky  fair  is  faid  to  have  been  eftabliflied,  which  ftands  on 

the  fpot  where  the  battle  was  fought. 

» 

Population^  Ifc. — From  the  return  made  to  Dr  Web- 
fter  40  or  50  years  iince,  the  number  of  fouls  then  was 
2313.  The  amount  of  the  prefent  population  is  2800 
fouls,  of  whom  1324  are  males,  and  1476  females.  Thefe 
are  all  of  the  Eftabliflied  Church,  except  156  Seccders, 
(there  being  a  Seceding  meeting-houfe  in  the  parifh,)  40 
^pifcopalians,  and  6  Roman  Catholics. 

Under  10  years  of  age,  480 

Between  10  and  20,  455 

.  20  and  30,  449 

■  30  and  40,  382 

40  and  jo,  353 

3  Bctweca 
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between  50  and  609  284 

60  and  70,  •  138 

70  and  80,  116 

80  and  90,  38 

90  and  too,  4 

at  or  above  100,  x 

There  are  11  heritors,  4  of  whom,  at  prefent,  refldc, 
Tradefmen  and  mechanics,  excluding  apprentices,  are  as 
follows:  Merchants,  20;  tailors,  28;  weavers,  17^ 
Wrights,  25;  fmichs,  19;  (hoeraakers,  17;  mafons,  7 ; 
djers,  2 ;  and  i  phjfician.  The  annual  average  of  bap* 
tifaas  for  7  years  previous  to  1783,  is  50^;  and  for  9  years 
fince,  ending  1 791,  it  is  bat  33^.  The  only  caufe  that 
cao  be  affigned  for  this  decreafe,  is  the  tax  upon  regiflra- 
don ;  for,  fince  this  tax  commenced,  there  are  many  chil- 
dren (particularly  females)  bom  and  baptized  in  the  pa- 
ri(h,  whofe  names  are  not  inferted  in  the  regider  ;  be- 
caufe  their  parents  are  unwilling  to  pay  the  duty. 
This  indeed  is  not  fo  much  the  cafe  in  regard  to  males,  fof 
two  very  obvious  reafons,  the  chance  of  emigrations,  and 
the  difficulty  of  getting  an  exemption  from  labour  upon 
the  public  roads,  without  an  attefted  extraA  from  the  re^ 
gifter  to  fliow  that  they  arc  fuperannuated.  It  was  there- 
fore deemed  proper  to  give  the  average  of  baptifms,  pre- 
vious to  the  date  of  the  ad,  becaufe  ho  certain  conclufioii, 
with  regard  to  population,  can  be  drawn  from  them  fince 
that  period,  and,  even  before,  many  of  them  were  neve* 
defired  to  be  regiftered;  otherwife,  inftead  of  50,  the 
average  number  would  have  amounted  nearly  to  70.— 
Marriages  and  burials  only  began  to  be  regiftered  in  1785; 
and  the  average  of  the  former,  for  7  years  ending  1791,  i^ 
18^  and  3i-^  burials.  But  neither  of  thefe  can  afford  any 
certain  data  for  calculation,  for  many  ftrangers  are  buried 

Yols.  IX.  B  b  here, 
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here,  manj  parifliioners  are  carried  to  neighbouring  burying 
grounds,  and  matij  are  not  regifiered  at  all,  in  confequence 
of  the  duty  not  being  paid ;  and  marriages  are  regiftered 
only  when  the  bride  refides  in  the  parifli.  The  prefent 
number  of  inhabitants,  at  a  moderate  calculation,  is  one- 
third  greater  than  it  was  30  or  40  years  dgo.  This  increaie 
is  to  be  afcribed  to  the  parcelling  out  of  large  farms,  and 
the  abundance  of  mols  and  lime.  The  number  of  ploughs 
is  about  a30t  of  old  ploughgates  80,  of  hories  71a,  of 
cattle  3200,  and  of  iheep  there  may  be  firom  1300  to  1400. 
Small  farms,  rent  from  L.  5  to  L.  10 ;  middle-fized  funis 
from  L.  10  to  L.  ao;  large  farms  from  L.30  to  L.  40; 
there  is  one  at  L.  50,  and  another  about  L.  80.  A  general 
meafurement  of  the  plriffa  has  nerer  been  made ;  nor 
can  it  be  precifely  ftated  what  is  the  rent  the  acr^.  Where 
furveyors  have  been  employed,  they  have  nfually  rated 
the  outfield  at  6  s.  and  the  infield  at  12  s.;  but  the  infieU 
now  generally  lets  from  la  s.  to  18  s,  or  ao  s.  and  the  out- 
field nearly  in  proportion. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor,  Uc, — The  prefent  ftipend  is  600 
merks  Scots,  4  chalders  of  meal,,  and  L.  5  Sterling  for 
commnnion-elements.  The  glebe,  including  manle  and 
offices,  &c.  is  fcarcely  4  acres  and  a  half.  The  Crown  is 
patron.  The  age  of  the  prefent  inx:umbent  is  86,  and  who 
has  been  minifter  for  56  years. — There  is  a  verj  good 
fchool-houfe ;  the  number  of  fcholars,  at  an  average  through 
the  year,  is  between  30  and  40.  The  fchoolmafier's  iala- 
ry  is  about  L.  4  Sterling.  Thb,  with  30  s.  as  feffion-derk, 
fchool-fees,  and  fome  other  fmall  perquifites,  may  amount 
to  L.  la  yearly,  which  is  all  his  emolument.— The  num- 
ber of  poor  on  the  roll  is  60  and  upwards.  The  annnal 
amount  8f  the  funds  for  dieir  relief,  arifingfrom  the  week* 
ly  coUedionsy  intereft  of  money,  &c*  is  about  L.  jo.   Tti^ 

with 
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nrkh  the  charitable  aid  of  their  ndghbouTB,  remoTies  the 
neceffit  J  of  (heir  becoming  vagrants,  and  makes  them  live 
prectj  comfbrtablj. 

MifceQaneaus  Obforvations.'^The  people  are  remukably 
fobcr  and  humane,  and  very  diligent  in  their  callings. 
There  is  but  i  licenfed  public-houfe,  and  but  little  fre« 
qpented,  except  by  travellers.  The  induftr j  of  thofe  in  the 
larmiDg  line  here,  as  in  moil  places,  is  not  always  attend- 
ed with  that  fucceis  which  might  be  wiihed.  Seafons  and 
eircumftances,  for  fome  years,  have  been  much  againft 
them.  Since  1782  tbeharvefts  have  been  very  late  and 
precarious.  The  price  of  meal  (which,  at  an  average,  may 
be  valued  at  12  s.  the  boll)  bears  no  proportion  to  Che 
price  of  every  article  the  farmer  has  to  buy.  But  what  is 
moft  complained  of  at  ptefent,  is  the  extravagant  wages  of 
their  fervants,  which,  for  fome  years,  haVe  advanced  at  the 
rate  of  10  s.  the  year  *.  For  thefe  reafons,  the  condition  of 
mechanics  and  fubtenants  (who  depend  more  upon  their 
trade  than  the  produce  of  the  ground,  and  do  not  require 
fervants)  is  preferable  to  that  of  farmers.  The  condition  of 
the  farmers,  as  well  as  of  the  farms,  might  be  meliorated  by 
longer  leafes  ;  and  by  converting,  at  a  moderate  rate,  that 
part  of  their  rent  which  is  paid  in  kind  into  money.  This 
would  leave  the  farmer  at  more  liberty  to  profecute  that 
mode  of  farming  which  he  found  mod  fuccefsful ;  whereas, 
when  a  large  proportion  of  his  rent  is  paid  in  meal,  he  is  . 

tempted 

*  The  pound  here  is  Amfterdam  weight,  as  at  Aberdeen ;  and  butter 
ufuaUj  fells  at,  from  7  d.  to  9  d.  the  pound ;  cheefe,  from  4 1.  to  5  t.  the 
ftone ;  beef  and  mutton,  froqpi  2  d.  to  3  d.  the  pound ;  hens,  from  i  s.  to 
I  s.  4  d.  a  pair  ;  ducks  a  little  higher ;  and  eggs  from  3  d.  to  6  d.  the  do- 
zes. Wages  of  a  man  fervant  are  from  L.  6  to  L.  t  a-year ;  of  a  maid 
fenrant,  from  L.  3  to  L.  4 ;  of  day-labouren,  t  d.  a-day,  with  Tidhuli^  W' 
I  s.  without.  . 
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tempted  to  overcrop,  that  he  may  make  fure  his  rest 
The  moor  and  wafte  ground  might  be  improved  bj  letting 
it,  free  of  rent,  for  a  certain  number  of  years.  This  iii- 
diicement  would  do  more  than  counterbalance  every  ob- 
ftacle ;  for  the  moil  of  it  is  dry,  frbe  of  (tones,  of  a  fandj 
bottom,  and  the  means  of  improvement  at  hand.  Encoa- 
ragement  for  inclofing,  efpecially  where  the  lea£es  are  (hort, 
would  be  beneficial.  The  multures  e^caded  at  milb  arc 
confidered  as  a  grievance,  and  fome  of  the  heritors  are  coo- 
verting  them  into  money.  The  diftance  from  any  fca- 
port,  or  market  place,  is  another  difad vantage.  This,  how- 
ever, might  in  a  great  meafure  be  removed,  by  leadings 
canal  from  Peterhead  to  the  neighbouring  parifh  of  Deer; 
which,  by  molt  people,  is  thought  not  impraSicable.  If  ft 
&nd  fufiicient  for  this  purpofe  could  not  be  raifed  by  contri- 
bution in  the  neighbourhood,  application  might  be  made  to 
Government  for  fome  afliftance,  which  is^feldom  made  in 
vain,  when  public  utility  is  the  petlti<M)eo 
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NUMBER    XV. 
PARISH    OF    KINNETTLES, 


(CouNTT  OF  Forfar,  Synod  of  Akgus  and  Mearns, 
Pk£sbtt£RT  of  Forfar.) 


Bj  the  Rev.  Mr  David  Fernet. 


Name,  Extent,  Surface,  Sot7,  Air,  Ue*    * 

THE  name  is  of  Gaelic  derivation,  and  iignifies  "  out 
"  from  the  bogg."  This  name  applies  with  peculiar 
propriety  to  the  old  manfion-houfe  of  the  eftate  of  Kin- 
nettles,  which  was  built  clofe  to  a  piece  of  marihj  ground, 
dill  called  the  fiogg  *,  The  church  being  built  within  the 
boundaries  of  this  eilate,  that  circumflance  probablj  gave 
the  name  of  Kinnettles  to  the  parifb.  The  form  of  the 
parilh  is  nearly  a  fquare,  having  about  2  Englilh  miles 
for  the  length  of  each  of  its  4  fides.  The  fouth  line  or 
boundary  feems,  however,  to  be  rather  ihorter  than  any 
of  the  other  three.  The  parilh  is  divided  by  a  hill,  one 
part  of  which  is  called  Brigton,  the  other  Kinnettles. 
The  hill  is  arable,  except  a  few  acres  of  rocky  land  on 

that 

•  The  msufion-houfe  it  now  removed  about  a  firlong  farfher  from  tlift 
mailb. 
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that  divifion  of  it  which  belongs  to  Kinnettles,  which  are 
planted.  There  are  a  few  acres  of  woodland  on  the  Brig- 
ton  fide.  The  hill  continues  to  defcen^  to  the  S«  withia 
a  fmall  diftance  from  a  rivulet  which  runs  through  the 
fouthern  diflrid  of  the  parifh.  The  weftern  defcenc  coa- 
tains  4  inclofuresy  and  then  dies  awaj  into  flat  land. 
The  northern  continues  the  length  of  3  inclofures ;  after- 
ward the  land  is  rather  level,  coniprehending  3  inclofures 
iVo.  There  is  a  like  number  on  the  eaftern  defceot, 
which  is  divided  into  two  parts.  South  of  the  rivulet  a 
range  of  floping  banks  declines  to  the  N.  as  far  as  the  ri- 
vulet* The  plantations  and  pleafure  grounds  of  Brigtoa 
extend  on  both  fides  of  the  little  river  with  a  fweep  aboat 
an  Englifh  mile  in  length.  The  houfes  of  Brigton,  Kin- 
nettles,  Inverightj,  with  the  pleafure  ground^  have  a  good 
efied.— Our  foil  is  various^  confifling  fome  of  it  of  brown 
clay,  fome  of  loam,  of  loam  with  a  mixture  of  clay,  of 
loam  with  a  mixture  of  fand  \  fome  of  it  b  in  quality  al« 
mofl  mere  fand.  Of  this  lail  kind  there  is  but  a  fmall  nrp- 
portion.  Our  clay  and  black  fojil  are  deep  and  fertfle ; 
fome  of  the  (Irong  land  yields  from  8  to  12  bolls  an  acre, 
particularly  in  oats  after  ley,  when  it  is  well  laid  down. 
Even  the  light  foil  has  produced  good  crops  with  marl  a^d 
kindly  tr^atment.-^The  air  is  not  fo  much  iufefled  with 
fogs  as  in  fome  Qther  diflridb  in  Scotland^  being  rather  dry 
and  hej^lthfu}.  We  have  no  difeafes  that  can  be  faid  to  be 
local.  A.gues  are  fearcely  known  \  fevers  not  epidemical ; 
melancholy  habits  are  equally  rare  here  as  in  mod  other 
diftri6b.  The  moil  epidemical  fever  in  my  remembrance, 
was  abou{  the  beginning  of  fpring  1789,  after  an  uncom- 
monly wet  winter,  in  a  village  low  and  wet.  Our  air  i$ 
(harp  in  winter,  and  frofly  in  proportion  as  the  Grampians 
arc  covered  with  fnow.     We  have  (everal  freeflone  quar* 

ri«i 
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ries,  which  are  made  ufe  of  for  building  bottfes  and  fences; 
fiune  of  them  yield  ibnes  well  adapted  for  the  parpofe  of 
hewing. 

^ffiio/}/r.— Cattle  and  horfes  are  in  confiderable  nom- 
beiSy  607  of  the  former,  130  of  the  latter.  No  ibeep,  but 
a  few  (about  40)  kept  principally  for  the  ufe  of  gentle- 
mens  families  *.  The  farmers  in  the  parifli  rarely  follow 
the  plan  of  rearing  cattle  on  their  bed  farms  ^  they  rather 
bny  in  and  fatten.  Were  they,  however,  to  adopt  the 
plan  of  rearing,  they  have  the  means  of  fo  doing  up  to  36 
and  80  (tone  weight,  when  the  cattle  have  attained  the  age 
of  4  or  5  years  \  and  fuch  cattle  would  bring,  if  fat,  from 
5  s.  to  7  s.  the  fione,  according  to  the  demand  and  the 
pitch  to  which  they  may  happen  to  be  fed. 

Population^  ISc. — ^Accordbg  to  the  return  made  to  Dr  ^ 
Webfter  in  1 755,  the  immber  of  fouls  was  then  616.  The 
fUte  of  population  cannot  be  traced  far  back  with  any  de- 
gree of  exa6bie£s.  The  tafte  for  enlarging  farms,  and 
razing  cottages,  has  contributed  not  a  little  to  diminifli  the 
liomber  of  inhabitants  in  this  and  moft  country  parifhes  in 
Angus.  This  diminution,  however,  is  not  fo  great  as 
might  be  ezpeded  from  the  number  of  houfes  demoliih- 
ed.  Farmers  and  others,  keep  more  female  fervants  than 
are  neceflary,  folely  for  the  bulineis  of  huibandry,  and  the 
fervice  of  their  families.  When  not  engaged  in  domeftie 
and  fiunbing  bufinefs,  they  can  find  employment  for  them 
in  ^mming  yarn  for  the  green  linen  manufadturers.    But 

the 

•  We  have  no  migratory  birds,  except  green  pbvers,  fwallows,  and 
the  cuckoo,  which  appear  in  the  month  of  April ;  and  the  woodcock,  ia 
the  beginning  of  winter.  The  fwallow  difappears  about  the  month  ef 
September,  the  cuckoo  about  the  month  of  July., 
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the  number  gained  in  this  manner  is  not  equal  to  the  mm- 
ber  loft  by  the  razing  of  houfes.  The  amount  of  the  prefent 
population  is  621,  comprehending  all  ages;  males  325; 
females  296.  There. is  no  town  in  the  parifh,  onlj  i  vil- 
lage, containing  78.  The  number  of  births  for  10  years 
preceding  April  1790,  was  165,  making  16^  yearly.  There , 
is  no  regifter  of  deaths  kept  here,  ^nce  1783,  on  account 
of  the  tax,  there  has  been  a  regifter  of  burials,  which  con- 
tains all  that  have  been  buried  here,  whether  parifhionen 
or  ftrangers.  This  would  have  given  certain  information 
^of  the  deaths  in  the  parifli,  had  it  not  been  cuftomary  here 
not  to  confine  the  burying  of  their  dead  to  the  church- 
yard of  the  parifti.  From  Oftober  1783  to  Oftober  1790, 
there  have  been  28  marriages.  But  this  article  may  rea- 
dily occafion  a  miftake,  and  a  return  of  many  more  mar- 
riages may  poffibly  be  given  than  have  adually  taken  place 
in  it.  When  the  bridegroom  refides  in  one  parifti,  and  the 
bride  in  another,  there  m\y  be  a  report  of  the  fame  mar« 
riage  from  both  thefe  parifties. 


Males. 

Females. 

Under  10,             68 

Under  10,             49 

From  10  to  20,    91 

From  10  to  20,     81 

50  to  70,     43 

The  oldeft  inhabitant  at  prefent  is  a  woman  in  her  9odi 
year,  and  2  men  going  85.  I  recoiled  no  tradition  of  re- 
markable old  age  here.  Excluiive  of  pendicle  tackfmen, 
who  depend  not  on  farming  alone  for  their  fubfifience,  we 
have  16  farmers,  befides  2  gentlemen  who  farm  part  of 
their  own  eftates.  Their  families  in  all  contain  167  pcr- 
fons.  There  are  3  farms,  on  which  die  pofTeiTors  do  not 
2  refide; 
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refide ;  and  i  of  thefe  yields  the  higheft  rent«  The  circuiii« 
fiance  of  non-refidence  on  thefe  farms  diminifhes  conlider* 
ablj  the  nomber  of  this  plals.  The  number  of  heritors  is 
j,  and  2  of  them  refide.  The  number  of  manufadurera 
is  58 ;  of  handicraftfmeny  20  ;  apprentices,  6.  Houfehold 
fervants  are  j  male,  16  female.  There  are  76  labouring 
fervants,  51  male,  25  female ;  here  I  have  marked  only 
hired  fervants.  With  moft  of  our  farmers,  the  fons  and 
daughters  of  the  family  fupply,  in  a  confiderable  degree, 
the  place  of  fervants.  There  is  i  artift  employed  in  con* 
dufting  a  flax-yam  mill.  Labouring  fervants  often  go 
from  one  pariih  to  another.  We  have  2  refiding  heritors, 
Mr  Douglas  of  Brigton,  and  Mr  Bower  of  Kinnettles,  or 
of  Kincaldrum*  Their  families  confift  of  I5  perfons,  ezdo-i 
five  of  domefiic  fervants.  Lord  Strathmore  is  one  of  the 
heritors,  but  has  no  manfion-honfe  here  j  alfo  Mr  Simfon 
of  Inverighty,  who  has  a  manfion-honfe  here,  but  refides 
in  Edinburgh.  There  is  i  clergyman,  26  £pifcopalians,  5 
Roman  Catholics,  i  Seceder,  589  of  the  Eftabliihed  Church, 
93  married  men,  45  bachelors  at  the  age  of  21,  widowers, 
12 ;  marriages,  upon  an  average,  may  produce  jf  |.  There 
is  no  account  of  any  having  died  of  want.  No  recollec- 
tion of  murders  or  fuicides,  except  one  fuicide  committed 
by  a  woman  about  20  years  fince  *•  Very  few  have  emu 
Vol.  IX.  C  c  grated* 

*  We  have  bands  of  Hutdy  begfait,  male  and  female,  or,  as  they  ar« 
vfvally  calkdt  tinken;  whofe  infolence,  idlenefr.  and  dilbonefiy*  are  as 
iffroBt  to  the  police  of  our  coantry.  Thefe  perfons  are  ready  for  prey  of 
all  kinds.  Every  thing  that  can  fapply  them  with  pfovifi  >na,  or  bring 
diem  money,  is  their  fpoil,  if  it  can  be  obtained  with  any  appearance  of 
fiifety.  They  file  off  in'  (mall  parties,  and  hare  their  places  o.  rendezi'ouSy 
where  they  choofe  to  billet  themfelves  at  leaft  for  one  day  ;  nor  do  they 
£ul  generally  to  ma  e  ^ood  thei/  quarters,  as  the  farmer  is  afraid  to  re« 
ivfe  to  anfwer  their  demands^  or  to  coaylaia  of  the  oppreiliamiiiiditr 
which  be  labonn. 
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grated.  None  have  been  banifliedy  or  obliged  to  leave 
the  pariih  for  want  of  employment.  No  unii^abited 
houfes.  The  number  of  the  inhabited  is  126;  the  propor- 
tion of  houfes  to  the  number  of  inhabitants  is  as  i  :  4|i^ 
On  account  of  the  increafed  fize  of  farms,  and  the  pradice 
of  inclofing,  population  does  not  feem  to  be  fo  great  now 
as  it  was  25  years  ago.  Farmers  were  then  accuftomed  to 
have  I  or  2  houfes  on  their  farms,  with  a  fmall  quantity  of 
land,  which  were  intended  for  the  accommodation  of  one 
or  two  married  fervants.  Since  the  inclofing  and  labour- 
ing of  ground  with  attention  have  taken  place,  that  ac- 
commodation for  married  fervants  is  withdrawn,  and  0- 
ther  fervants  are  thereby  difcouraged  from  marrying.  The 
fervant  finds,  too,  that  when  married,  he  cannot  fo  eafily 
find  a  place  with  a  farmer,  whom,  perhaps,  he  would  be 
mod  willing  to  ferve  \  nor  are  maflers,  in  general,  fond  of 
retaining  married  fervants.  In  fa&,  there  is  no  clafs  a- 
mong  whoni  marriages  are  io  infrequent,  as  farmers  fer- 
vants. 

Produ£fionSy  Agriculture^  i^c. — Aim  oft  all  the  vegetables, 
plants  and  trees  in  Scotland  are  to  be  found  here,  and  thrive 
in  onr  foil  and  climate  ;  and  we  have  fuch  animals  as  are 
•  common  to  the  low  countries  of  Scotland.  Rent  of  befl  ar 
rable  land  is  frobi  18  sJ  to  L»  i,  5  s.  the  acre.  Size  of  £sinns 
is  from  42  to  200  acres,  and  upwards.  Farms,  at  an  ave- 
rage, about  L.  83  yearly.  There  is  at  leafi  4-5tha  of  the 
parilh  inclofed.  The  mimber  of  acres  under  the  different 
crops,  at  prefent,  is  nearly  as  follows  : — 583  in  oats,  335  in 
barley,  26  in  wheat,  33  in  peafe,  28  in  lint,  84  in  turnips, 
22  in  potatoes,  174  in  cutting  grafs,  and  777  in  pafture ;  a- 
mounting  in  all  te  nearly  2065-r  acres.  There  are  31  ploughs, 
drawn  by  3  or  4  horfes ;  56  carts  ;  i  coach  ;  i  two-wheel- 
ed chaife.    Ezdufive  of  what  Ibme  heritors  retain  in  their 

owa 
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ewn  handsy  the  land-rent  of  the  pariJh  may  be  about  L.  1600 
SterKng.  The  parifh  fupplies  itfelf  with  provifions.  Be- 
fides  what  is  fnfficient  for  that  purpofe,  a  conflderable  quan- 
dtj  of  oatmeal  is  fent  to  the  neighbouring  towns ;  and 
perhaps  -^  of  our  barley  is  conveyed  partly  to  the  towns 
in  the  county,  and  partly  to  others  at  a  greater  diftance,  to 
be  manufadured  there.  The  attention  of  our  farmers  has  . 
never  been  turned  to  the  railing  of  hemp.  We  know  not 
what  It  is  in  this  country  to  turn  land  into  grafs,  without 
fowiog  it  with  grafs-feeds.  All  our  hay-grafs,  and  pafture 
on  land  fit  for  tillage,  are  artificial  grafTes.  We  have  fome 
pafture  (about  120  acres)  on  mire  and  mols  ground,  which 
is  natural  grais ;  fuch  lands  having  not,  as  yet,  been 
broaght  under  culture.  There  are  about  20  acres  of  moor, 
and  12  or  16  of  plantations.  The  grals-feeds  fown  here 
are  red  and  white  clover,  about  19  or  20  lb.  to  the  acre, 
2-3ds  red,  and  i-3d  white.  We  add  6  or  8  pecks  of  rye- 
grafi  feed,  which' has  frequently  a  mixture  of  rib-grals  or 
plantane.  Commonly  this  artificial  grafs  is  cut  the  two 
firft  years  for  hay,  and  houfe -feeding  for  cows  and  horfes  in 
fiimmer.  I  attempted  once  to  introduce  the  tall  yellow 
cIoTer,  and  commiflioned  a  quantity  of  the  feed  of  that 
grafs,  as  being  of  a  lefs  dangerous  quality  than  the  red  clo- 
ver. I  was  difappointed,  having  got  only  a  dwarf,  grovel- 
ling, unprofitable  kind,  inftead  of  that  which  I  commif. 
fioned.  I  never  attempted  to  introduce  it  again,  nor  has  it 
^  yet  found  its  way  into  the  parifli  *. 

Stipend^ 

*  Oar  wheat  in  general,  is  fown  from  the  end  of  September  to  the  aoth 
of  Oftober.  We  fow  oats  as  foon  as  the  ground  is  fufficiently  dry  for  re- 
ceiving it.  Sometimes  land  is  fit  for  feed  in  February,  as  in  1779 ;  at  o- 
ther  times,  not  till  the  middle  of  April.  The  defirable  time  for  our  foil, 
in  general,  is  to  begin  about  the  loth  or  isth  of  March.  On  dry  land, 
ni  good  condition,  with  a  good  ieafoi^  there  will  be  a  luxuriant  crop, 

though 
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Siipewdf  School^  Poor^  (^r.— The  ftipend,  in  money,  b 
L»  44  X  3  ;  3}?  Sterling }  in  viAoal,  1  chalders  of  meal,  and 
I  chalder  of  barley,  each  kind  valued  at  138.  4  d.  which, 
with  the  old  glebe,  about  6  acres,  and  ai  acres  of  moor, 
obtained  in  lieu  of  a  fervitude,  at  L«  if  I0  s.  the  acre,  the 
whole  may  be  rated  at  L.  88 :  18  :3.  In  point  of  benefit, 
I  am  much  at  a  lots  how  to  eftimate  a  glebe.  A  minifter 
kbourin^  it  at  the  eotpenfe  of  L«  14  for  a  man-{ervaot*s 
/  wages 

diongh  fown  fo  early.  In  wettiHi  laii<l  and  not  into  fuch  order,  there  will 
be  Utile  ftrawy  and  altogether  a  deficient  crop,  if  it  be  not  Town  confider- 
ably  later.  Englilh  barley,  which  demands  oar  beft  foil,  and  in  the  high- 
eft  condition,  requires  to  be  fown  from  the  lOth  of  April  to  the  5th  of 
May,  in  order  to  produce  good  and  fufficiently  early  grain  ;  Scotch  barley, 
from  the  beginning  to  the  1 5th  of  May ;  common  Scotch  bear,  from  die 
loth  to  the  25th  of  May.  Our  peafe  are  of  the  haftings  kind,  and  do  not 
require  to  be  fown  before  the  middle  or  loth  of  April.  Lint-feed,  from 
the  loth  to  the  end  of  April.  It  was  earlier  with  fome  laft  feafon,  by  14 
or  10  days;  but  where  this  was  the  cafe,  the  feed  lay  unconunonly  long  in 
the  ground  without  (hooting  ;  fooie  of  it  was  ficklj  during  a  good  part  of 
fommer ;  nor  could  it  be  faid  to  be  fooner  ready  for  pulling,  than  that 
which  had  been  fown  about  the  ufual  time.  Smart  nights  and  mornings 
are  frequent  about  the  end  of  April ,  rendering  the  lint  crop  Tcry  no- 
certain,  if  it  get  above  ground  before  the  tft'of  May.  They  plant  pota- 
toes from  the  2oth  of  April  to  the  beginning  of  May  ;  and  ibw  turnips 
from  the  loth  to  the  90th  or  iid  of  June.  The  req>ing  time  muft  vajy 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  fummer.  Hay,  which  is  not  intended  for 
feed,  is  cut  from  the  z ft  to  the  loth  of  iuly ;  what  is  intended  for  rye- 
grafs  feed*  8  or  ip  days  later.  Lint  harveft  is  from  the  1 2th  to  the  asth 
of  Auguft,  fometimes  a  few  days  iater,  The  earlieft  and  lateff  com- 
mencement of  barley  harveft,  wbich  I  remember,  wts  the  15th  of  Auguft, 
and  the  iaft  day  of  Septembef.  In  the  years  1775,  1779,  and  1783.  th^ 
barley  harveit  began  from  the  15th  to  che  i8di  of  Auguft ;  in  the  year 
1 782,  it  began  the  laft  day  of  September.  The  barley  htrveft  nfoaliy  be. 
gins  about  the  xft  or  5th  of  September.  Wheat  is  cut  down  about  th^ 
feme  time  with  oarley.  Our  barley,  for  the  moft  part,  begins  to  be  cut 
down  about  lo  or  14  days  before  the  beginning  of  oat  harveft.  In  1779, 
tiie  corns  on  dry  ferms  were  all  got  in  by  the  loth  or  i2th  of  September. 
In  1-82,  they  were  not  got  in  with  fome  tiU  th^  aad  of  November  j 
^Hth  others,  fome  days  later. 
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wages  and  board,  with  two  horfes  kept  for  the  parpofe^ 
fluift  be  a  confiderable  lofer.  It  was  an  unluckj  circum- 
fiance,  in  aligning  land  to  minifters,  that  the  Legiflature 
did  not  think  of  allotting  more.'  ao  or  25  acres  might 
have  been  managed  with  verj  little  additional  ezpeniie. 
The  Crown  is  patron.  The  manfe  was  built  in  17379  and 
was  repaired  in  1785.  The  time  at  which  the  church  was 
hiilt  is  not  known ,  it  got  a  repair  a  good  manj  years 
ago. — ^The  fchoolmafier's  falary  is  Ln  5.  Number  of  fcho* 
Ian,  from  20  to  30,  at  i  s.  3  d.  the  quarter,  for  3  quarters 
of  tht  year.  The  fees  are  L.  4  :  13  : 9  ;  fees  for  regifira- 
tion  of  baptifms  and  marriages,  and  falary  as  feffion-clerkf 
L 1 : 8 :  4.  The  amount  of  the  whole  is  L.  la  :  2  :  i ;  a 
film  leis  by  L.  2  Sterling  than  the  income  of  a  common  la* 
bourer.— The  number  of  poor  is  7.  The  annual  contribu- 
tions are  about  L.  13,  i5s.  There  are  fome  feats  in  the 
church  belonging  to  the  poor,  which  yield  L.  2,  i as. year* 
]y.  Intereft  of  money,  about  L.  2,  8  s.  In  all,  L.  18,  1(^8.  *• 

Mi/cellaueomi 

*  Tlie  price  of  meat,  40  jean  aj^o,  may  be  rated  at  i  d.  the  poand. 
Kow  all  kinds  of  butcher  meat,  of  the  beft  quality,  fetch  from  3(.d.  to  4d. 
the  pound.  Hens  were  then  4  d.  and  now  about  1 1.  and  other  poultry 
in  dae  fiune  proportion.  Butter,  40  years  ago,  was  4  d.  the  pound ;  now 
k  fetches  from  7  ■  d.  to  xo  d.  Cheefe,  f  prefnme,  was  not  fold  by  weight 
at  the  difUnce  of  40  years,  but  was  then  proportionably  low  |  now  it  feUs 
from  s  a.  to  6  s.  the  ftone,  the  ftone  conflfting  of  24  Englifli  pounds. 
Wheat  is  now  from  18  s.  to  L.  I,  7  s. ;  bear,  from  10  s.  to  L.  i.  Thcift 
highefl  prices  of  wheat  and  barley  ^ye  not  been  paid  for  many  yeart» 
cicept  in  1782.  The  nfual  price  of  barley  and  oat-meaf  is  insx 
las.  to  16s.  Forty  years  ago,  grain  was  in  general  from  3s.  to  5  s. 
cheaper .— 'Wages,  without  board,  for  a  day-labourer,  are  i  s.  or  i  s.  i  d.; 
a  carpenter,  i  s.  4  d.  v  uilor,  i  s.  1  d. ;  bricklayer  and  mifoo,  i  s.  6  d.  or 
I  s.  8  d.— -The  fuel  generally  made  ufe  of  is  peat.  Crentlemen  ufe  coal 
IB  their  fiunilies ;  it  is  aifo  part  of  the  fuel  in  fome  farm-honfes.  ^fany 
bum  nothing  but  peat,  broom,  and  fiuse.  We  are  under  the  neceifity  ot 
irftrting  for  peat  to  a  neighbooring  parifli  at  the  diftance  of  about  % 
Cngliih  miles  from  a  great  part  of  this  diftria.    Any  mofs  wt  hare  ia 
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Mijcittaneous  Ohfirvations. — ^Wc  labour  under  no  difiri- 
vantages^  bat  fuch  as  are  common  to  us  with  almoft  all 
iht  coantj  of  Angus ;  the  want  of  fait,  lime  and  coal. 
We  have  all  the  advantages  which  are  enjoyed  bj  other 
inland  diflri^b  ;  and  are  fuppHed  with  marl  from  pits  near 
the  boundaries  of  the  parifh.  Houfes  unconnefted  with 
land,  dcmt  yield,  I  think,  L.  12  Sterling.  Farm  houfes  are 
in  cumuio  with  the  farms.  Such  houles  being  now  an  ar- 
ticle of  confiderable  espenfe,  the  landlords  begin  to  fpe- 
cify  a  rent,  according  to  a  certain  rate  of  intereft  on  the 
money  laid  out  in  building,  vias.  about  7  per  cent. — The 

'  writer 

lihe  p«ri&|  is  not  dug.  Our  coals  »re  from  the  Forth,  by  fem-carriage  to 
Dundee.  Moft-dues  to  the  proprietor,  are  9  d.  in  one  mofs,  6  d.  in  ano- 
ther, the  cart-load.  The  ufaal  price  of  coal  is  4  s.  the  boll,  the  boll 
weighing  56  (lone. — ^The  rate  of  common  labourers  wages  is  the  fame  as 
that  of  fermevs  fervants. 

Huibands  wages,  -  -  -  L.  8     o    o 

Meal,  in  place  of  maintenance,  2  pecks  a-week,  with  milk,  5   >7     o 

Induftiy  of  the  wife,  befides  the  care  of  the  family,  -  2x20 


of  their  funds  for  one  year,  -  L.  16    9    o 

This  a-week  is  6  s.  3^  d.  I  make  no  doubt  but  it  nuij  (uiEce  for  the 
plain  diet  and  clothing  which  fuch  families  ufe.  Let  us  fuppofe  the  fami> 
I7  to  be  numerous,  1  allow  only  the  hulband  and  wife,  and  5  children,  to 
depend  on  this  weekly  allowance,  viz.  one  child  of  8  years,  one  of  6,  one 
of  4,  one  of  2,  and  an  infant.  When  the  youngeft  of  thefe  5  is  bom,  a. 
boy  or  girl  of  the  family,  who  had  reached  the  age  of  zo  years,  goes  to 
fervice,  and  the  biirden  of  that  chil^^  taken  away.  A  boy  or  girl  at  8 
years  of  a(e  becomes  ufeful  in  the  family,  and  enables  the  mother  to  ufe 
her  ioduftry  for  increafing  their  funds.  When  a  few  of  the  children  get 
above  10  years,  they  increafe  the  living  of  the  family  very  confiderablj. 
If  the  labourer  be  a  farmer's  fervant,  the  farmer  generally  allows  him  « 
4ay  for  digging  peats,  aad  fome  draughts  of  carts  for  bringing  home  his 
fuel.— The  wages  of  male  fervants,  in  hulbandry,  are  in  general  about  L.  8 
Sterling,  with  maintenance  in  the  family,  or  6^  bolls  of  oat-meal  yearly, 
with  a  fufficioDt  quantity  of  milk.  A  uaad^iervaut  has  L.  3  Stdrlingi  wid| 
nainteiUQce. 
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1  writer  of  the  Roman  department  of  the  Univecfal  Hiftor y, 
is  faid  to  have  heen  a  native  of  this  pariih.— The  people 
in  general  are  of  an  equal  degree  of  ftrength,  compared 
with  (he  inhabitants  of  other  counties  in  Scotland,     We 
have  fome  who  may  be  accounted  ftrong.     One  n^an,  in 
P'4rticular)  might  Hand  high  in  the  lift  of  ftrong  men  in 
anj  county    of  Britain.      The   talleft  maA*    within   our 
bounds,  wants,  I  think,  about  half  an  inch'of  6  foet  high. 
They  are  of  different  fixes,  from  about  6  feet  down  to  5 
&tt  4  or  5  inches,  perhaps  a  very  few  below  that  height. 
The  ordinary  fiature  is  about  5  feet  7  inches.     Womeo, 
in  general,  are  about  5  feet  high.     Exclufive  of  (hoes,  we 
have  ladies,  whofe  height  is  from  5  feet  4  to  5  feet  7  in- 
ches.   The  complexions  of  the  people,  are  fome  ruddy, 
fome  pale.     They  have  all,  however,  a  healthy  appear- 
ance ;  and  are  pretty  remarkable  for  an  acuteneis  of  gfr 
nius,  which  enables  them  to  attain  to  dexterity  in  *  tl^  dif- 
ferent occupations  in  which  they  employ  their  talents.-^ 
The  people  are  very  much  difpofed  to  induftry.     The  on- 
ly manufafture  is  green  linen,  or  ofnaburgh.     There  are 
58  hands  employed  in  that  branch  of  weaving.     We  hai^e 
a  fpinning  mill  for  flax  yam.     ][t  is  on  a  fmall  fcale^.  in- 
tended to  contain  120  pirns.     A  corn  mill  is  converted  to 
that  purpofe.     It  is  in  contemplation  of  the  Company,  to 
extend  their  plan,  if  the  experiment  now  making  ihall  an- 
fwer  their  expedations.     In  the  mean  time,  they  are  bufy 
adjufting  their  apparatus,   of^  which  they  have  made  trial ; 
and  the  yarn  which  it  throws,  looks  well,  and  is  thought 
to  be  of  a  very  good  quality.     This  work  is  carrying  on  ^ 
by  virtue  of  » leafe  of  patent  privilege  from  a  Company 
in  England. — ^We  have  but  very  few  inftances  of  fondne& 
&r  a  feafaring  life.      Nor  are  the  people  much  addided 
to  a  military  one  :  the  army  not  having,  at  any  period,  in 
the  memory  of ^  man,  obtained  any  confiderable  fupply 

here. 
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liere.  The  inhabitsmts  in  general  are  oeconomical,  aiil 
augment,  rather  than  diminiih  their  flock.  Thej  are  weD 
clothed  and  fed.  Superior  induftry  a£Fords  them  a  plenti- 
ful fupplj  of  the  neceflarics  and  comforts  of  life.  Among 
one  cla&t  however,  (economy  does  not  feem  to  have  been 
much  regarded. — The  whole  landtrd  property  has  been 
transferred  b j  fale  fince  the  year  1743.  ^  Prices  of  land 
have  been,  I  |^refume,  about  25  years  purchafe,  or  perhapi 
a  little  more. — We  have  few  calls  for  extraordinary  exer- 
tions of  humanity  :  in  clamant  cafes  of  diftrefs,  I  can  eafi- 
Ij  believe  our  people  capable  of  extraordinary  beneficence. 
They  enjoy,  in  a  confiderable  degree,  the  advantages  and 
comforts  of  fociety  :  contented  with  their  accommodation, 
few  remove  to  diilant  parts  of  the  country,  or  emigrate  to 
foreign  countries. — The  circumftances  moft  eztenfively 
diftreffing,  are  thofe  which  ^SkSt  the  manufadurers  of 
green  linen.  They  depend  on  two  countries,  Ruflia  for 
their  raw  materiab,  and  the  Wed  Indies  and  part  of  A- 
merica  for  the  fale  of  their  manufadare.  A  bad  crop  of 
flax  in  Ruilia,  or  the  jobbing  fpirit  of  the  merchants  there, 
or  extraordinary  profits  to  the  importers  of  the  flax,  oftea 
reduce  the  profits  of  thefe  manufaAurers  to  a  mere  trifle. 
This  evil,  I  think,  might  be  removed,  if  flax  raifing  could 
be  brought  to  a  fyflem,  which  would  render  a  flax  crop 
equally  certain  with  any  other  crop.  Our  foil  is  pretty 
much  adapted  to  the  raifing  of  flax,  and  the  plan  of  &nn« 
ing  here  is  fuch,  that  the  farmer  could  eafily  employ  a 
few  acres  in  cultivating  it.  In  this  cafe,  there  would  be 
only  the  chance  of  the  (ale  market  againft  the  manufeida* 
rers.  But  although  grievances  were  redreflfed  as  much  as 
poflible,  it  is  flill  a  queition,  whether  that  is  not  the  moft 
defirable  manufaAure  which  is  fupplied  with  materiab 
from  the  country  itfelf,  and  has  the  benefit  of  a  home 
market^  founded  on  the  natural  demand  of  the  inhabitants 
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for  the  manufaftured  articles*. — ^As  to  the  manners  of 
the  people,  they  are  diftinguiflied  from  thofe  of  a  period 
30  or  40  years  ago,*  as  there  is  more  induftry,  attention,  en- 
terprife  and  fobriety.  Their  cufioms  are  much  the  fame 
Vol.  IX.  D  d  as 

•  The  public  road  from  Perth,  through  Strathraore,  whieh  pafles  thro* 
^U  |MLTUh,  is  repairing  on  a  new  plan,  and  will  foon  be  finifhed  witliln 
our  bounds,  unlcfs  it  (hall  b.e  deemed  ncccflary  to  widen  it.  It  was  be- 
gun to  be  repaired  in  autumn  1 789.  Owing  to  the  fpirited  plan  of  fub- 
icriptions  from  the  gentlemen  in  the  county,  the  road  from  Forfar  to  Dun- 
dee, part  of  which  paiTes  through  this  parifb,  is  proceeding  on  the  fame 
plan.  All  the  county  roads  in  Aogas  are  to  be  repaired  from  the  fub- 
fcription-fund.  We  are  much  indebted  to  the  exertion^  of  Mr  Douglas 
of  Brigton,  who  tranfa(fb  and  fuperintends  the  bufincfs  of  the  road  from 
Forfar  to  Dundee,  and  for  fevcral  miles  on  the  Strathmorc  road.  To  ren- 
der the  road  convenient,  ftccp  banks  are  avoided,  and  on  Mr  Douglas's 
ground  in  this  parifh,  the  road  takes  a  new  diredlion  for  i-l  miles  through 
inclofures  of  land  of  very  excellent  quality.  The  rule  is  not  to  admit,  if 
poflSbie,  above  i  foot  of  rife  in  10.  Thefe  roads  have  turnpikes,  and  all 
the  county  roads  either  have  or  are  to  have  them.  Our  farmers  are  much 
reconciled  to  turnpikes,  and  imagine  that  the  accommodation  obtained  in 
this  way,  is  cheap.  Statute  labour  is  not  ezadled  in  kind.  Since  the  plan 
by  fubfcripdon  took  place,  the  commutation-money  is  to  be  apolied  to  tlie 
repairing  of  the  private  roads.  We  have  two  Ijridges  in  the  parilh ;  one 
on  the  road  from  Forfar  to  Glammis,  was  built  by  fubfcription,  at  leaft  in 
part,  about  ai  years  fince.  and  is  in  good  condition  ;  the  other,  on  the 
Foad  from  Forfar  to  Dundee,  is  intended  to  be  taken  down,  and  another 
built  at  fome  fmall  diftance.— In  the  year  i'732,  our  driell  lands  were  not 
fit  for  receiving  feed  till  the  16th  or  17th  of  April.  There  was  not  a  blade 
of  oats  to  be  feen  till  about  the  12th  ot  May,  in  this  neighbourhood, 
which  is  rather  an  early  diftritSl.  The  barley-feed  time  was  very  back- 
ward. About  the  29th  of  May",  we  had  rain  for  50  hours,  without  in- 
tennifEon.  The  furamer  was  cold  and  wet;  and  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft, 
we  had  an  uncommon  flood,  which  chilled  the  ground  fo  as  to  deprive  it 
of  die  warmth  neceCiry  for  filling  and  ripening  the  corns.  On  the  mom- 
tn^  of  the  lath  of  September,  we  had  hoarfroll  as  thick  as  at  Chriftmas. 
About  7  o'clock  that  morning,  the  fun  was  bright,  and  had  influence  fuf- 
ficient  to  melt  the  froft ;  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  peafe  and  potatoes  had  the 
look  of  having  been  dipped  in  boiling  water.  The  efie<fl  of  this  froft 
made  the  farmer  imagine  that  harveft  was  nigh.  The  corns  aflUmed  a 
wlmifii  appearance,  and  the  firit  raia  threw  it  in  appearance  feveral  ilages 
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8S  at  that  period.  Their  drefs  is  more  gaj,  and  ezpenfive ; 
%eir  living  more  plentiful.  Though  it  is  not  the  cafe  in 
this  pariih,  to  anj  confiderable  degree,  in  ihow,  expenfe, 
manner  of  living,  and  dreii,  there  is  an  imitation  of  fupe- 
riors  creeping  into  the  country.  Perhaps  30  years  ago,  the 
boundaries  between  the  ranks  were  more  diitindly  marked, 
and  more  attentively  obferved.  Inferior  ranks  begin  not  to 
fcruple  to  invade  the  boundaries  of  thofe  above  them.  The 
genius  of  the  people  leads  them  to  induftry  and  enterprife ; 
befidesy  they  are  very  communicative.  This  difpofition 
fuffers  no  experiment  to  lie  concealed,  either  as  to  the  man- 
ner 

back.  The  corns  were  changed  from  green  to  whitifli,  and  from  whitilh  ti 
green,  according  as  froft  or  rain  happened  to  prevail.    Our  lower,  ablefti 
and  bed  lands,  which  will  produce  8,   10,  or  li  bolls  of  oats  an  acre  io 
good  years,  yielding  from  15  to  z6,  or  perhaps  17  pecks  of  meal  the  boU, 
that  year  yielded  4  or  5  bolU  an  acre,  and  thefe  yielding  not  above  8,  10, 
or  IX  pecks  of  meal  the  boll.     I  heard  of  fome  uats  in  the  county,  which 
yielded  only  mill  duft,  inftead  of  meal.     Barley  of  that  crop^  which  was 
much  ufed  for  meal,  fell  greatly  (hort,  both  of  its  ufual  quantity  and  q[tta- 
lity.     ^  he  higher  grounds,  raifed  above  the  region  of  the  noxious  hoar- 
frofts.  had  a  more  equal  progreis  towards  ripening.  And  thefie  high,  vreak, 
light  grounds,  not  reaped  till  the  month  of  November,   produced  oati^ 
yielding  about  1  s  pecks  of  meal   the  boll.    Thefe  grounds  were  lefs  hurt 
*  by  the  froft  and  rain.    Of  that  crop,  farmers  paying  confiderable  rents, 
f:ould  fcarcely  procure  as  much  oat-meal  from  their  farms,  as  waa  fuffici- 
cnt  for  their  own  fami  ies,  and  oats  for  fowing  their  ground.  People,  bodi 
in  towns  and  the  country,  traverfed  the  couhtry  and  particularlj  this  pa> 
iriib,  where  we  had  feveral  milk,  and  thought  themfelves  lucky  if  they 
could  obtain  a  peck  or  two  of  meal,  to  fupply  the  inmiediate  and  urgent 
demands  of  their  families.    They  would  gladly  have  given  more  than  the 
high  current  price,  to  have  been  aflured  of  finding  it  at  any  particnhff 
place.     The  fcarcity  continued  through  fummer  1783;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  a  fupply  of  Engliih  oats  from  Leith,  I  doubt  not  but  fome  mnft 
have  periflied  for  Nvant.    Some  farmers,  forefeeing  the  diftrefled  conditioa 
of  the  country,  fowed  fome  barley  early.     Great  quantities  of  potatoes 
were  planted,  and  the  harveft  of  1783  was  early.     By  thefe  means,  the 
country  obtained  a  fpeedy  and  pretty  plentiful  fupply.     Amidft  the  fctf* 
city  of  provifions,  there  was  one  comforting  circumftance.    The  people,  ia 
generali  were  not  diftrefied  for  want  of  money. 
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•erof  condndmg  it,  or  as  to  its  fuccefs.    'thcir.fpirit  oC 
CQterprife  makes  them  eafilj  adopt  a  new  plan,  when  fair- 
Ij  recommended  bj  its  fucctis )  and  their  induftry  iecures 
their  doing  jufiice  to  anj  plan  which  they  may  adopt. 
Fiee  from  the  fetters  of  prejudice,  they  follow,  let  the 
leader  be'  whom  he  will,  if  they  are  warranted  by  fair, 
well  tried,  fnccefifbl  experiments.     That  fpirit  has  brought 
this  country  to  be  able  to  fupport  double  or  triple  the 
number  of  inhabitants,  which  it  could  have  done  30  or  40 
years  ago.    A  great  deal  "of  waile  ground  has  been  brought 
under  culture ;  and  lands  which  then  would  have  yielded 
3  or  4  bolls  an  acre,  now  produce  8  or  10,  and  fometimes 
more.    This  is  the  cafe,  more  or  leis,  with  the  country  of 
Stradimore,  and  in  the  county  of  Angus :  I  know  no  part 
of  the  country  where  farming  is  carried  on  to  greater  per- 
son than  in  this  very  parifh.— ^Befides  a  great  incfeafe 
in  the  quantity  of  corui  there  is  a  confiderable  addition  of 
profit  by  the  rearing  and  f$ittening  of  cattle.     Inftead  of ' 
the  dinted  and  famiihed  breed,  of  which  the  farmer's  ftore 
confided  40  years  ago,  cattle  can  now  be  reared  to  a  con- 
fiderable fize,  and  fetch  a  decent  price,  to  compenfate  tho 
trouble  and  ezpenfe ;  fatted  cattle  generally  fell  well.   Our 
fumers  fatten  through  the  winter,  fome  10,  fome  16,  fome 
20,  (bme  30  cattle.  '  Some  of  thefe  are  partly  fed  with  tur- 
nips, ftraw  and  hay ;  fome  with  turnips  and  hay.     Such 
as  are  fed  wholly  on  turnips  and  hay,  can  be  brought  to 
a  degree  of  fatneis,  not  exceeded  in  any  part  of  Scotland. 
.The  greateft  part  of  our  pallure  and  hay  foggage  is  em- 
ployed for  the  purpofe  of  fattening.     Turnip  crops  keep 
the  land  clean,  and  the  great  proportion  of  pafture  gives 
them  vigour  to  produce  good  com  crops  when  broken  up. 
—There  is  a  grievance,  which,  though  in  one  view,  it  afie& 
but  a  fingle  individual  in  a  pariiby  yet  is  very  e^tenfive  ia 
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its  influence ;  I  mean  the  pitiful  living  o¥  fchooimafteis. 
In  faft,  there  is  no  cx:<:ttpation  among  us,  or  in  the  conntiy 
in  general,  from  which  greater  profits  maj  not  be  obtain- 
ed. What  extent  of  learning  and  qualifications  is  to  be 
demanded  or  expeded  from  a  perfon,  whofe  office  jidds 
htm  hardlj  the  bare  neceflaries  of  life  ?  I  think  we  are 
juil  on  the  verge  of  having  fchools  remaining  vacant  -,  the 
office  being  ftripped'of  every  thing  that  can  induce  a  man 
of  any  capacity  to  accept  of  it.-r  Allow  me  to  make  ano- 
ther  obfervation.  In  refpeft  to  the  poor,  matters  feem  to 
be  very  improperly  conduced.  We  are  importuned  bj 
people  from  almod  every  county  in  Scotland ;  whofe  fio- 
ries  may  be  true  or  falfe ;  and  whofe  circumflances  maj 
therefore'  entitle  them  to-  charity,  or  may  not.  Much  good 
would  accrue  to  the  pubKc,  if  fuch  vagrants  were  con- 
fined to  their  refpedive  pariflies,  Their  circumflances 
might  then  be  exa£tiy  known ;  temptations  to  falfehood 
'  would  be  taken  away  ;  idleneis  would  be  prevented ;  per- 
fons  able  to  contribute  in  any  refpefl  to  their  fubfiftence, 
would  be  obliged  to  exert  their  induftry,  or  wonld  fuficr 
the  reward  due  to  their  negleft.  Heiie,  however,  an  ob- 
jedion  occurs,  namely,  That  fome  pariihes,  from  the  fcan- 
tineis  of  their  funds,  and  the  great  number  of  their  poor, 
are  unable  to  fupply,  in  any  comfortable  manner,  all  the 
poor  within  their  bounds.  Where  colledions,  dedicated 
to  the  fupport  of  the  poor,  are  not  fufficient  for  necefiarj 
fupplies,  let  there  be  afleffments.  This  would  oblige  land- 
ed gentlemen,  and  others,  on  whom  fuch  afTeflments  might 
be  chiefly  laid,  to  exert  themfelves,  by  introducing  mano- 
fafturcs,  or  other  means  of  fubfiftence.  The  number  of 
poor  would  thereby  be  dimini{hed  ;  thofe  who  might  ftitt 
need  parochial  fupply,  would  be  lels  indigent,  and  otheis 
become  able  to  bear  a  part  of  the  burden  of  the  unavoidably 
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■poor.  So  long  as  mankind  are  JTiipported  by  ftrolfing*  tfab 
ioduftry  and  ingenuity  of  thoufands  muft  be  Ibft  to  tfib 
community,  and  vice  cheriflied  to  a  confiderable  degree. 
—The  decreafe  of  population  in  country  parifhes,  and  the 
great  refort  of  people  to  towns,  is  an  evil  mudi  to  be  re^ 
gtetted.  Though  this  mode  ihould  continue,  it  is  not  im^ 
probable  that  there  may  be  ftill  a  gradual  inireafe  of  ifh> 
habitants  orer  Scotland.  But  the  queftion  is,  by  which  of 
thefe  two  plans  may  population  be  fuppofed  to  in<irea& 
moft ;  whether,  by  a  well  peopled  ftate  of  country  parifli- 
cs,  or  by  extending  and  crowding  the  towns.  In  all  infec- 
tious diflempers,  fuch  as  fevers,  fmall-pox,  meailes,  hoop* 
ifig  cough,  the  danger  to  children  is  greateft  in  towns.  A» 
to  inoculated  fmall-pox,  the  diftemper  may  be  introduced 
in  towns  at  a  favourable  feafon,  and,  when  introduced,  it 
takes  its  range  of  infediion,  and  before  its  courfe  is  finiih- 
ed,  die  hot  unfavourable  feafon  arrives,  and  the  dillempcr 
generally  becomes  malignant  and  fatal.  In  the  country, 
infection  from  this  diftemper  may  be  more  eafily  avoided, 
and  I  hope  to  fee  whole  pariibes  taking  fuch  rational 
views  of  inoculation,  as  to  agree  to  have  all  their  children^ 
who  have  not  had  the  diflemper,  put  under  inoculation, 
at  the  fame  time,  during  the  favourable  feafon  ;  a  viQ.ox[j 
over  prejudice,  not  to  be  expeAed  univerfally  in  large 
towns.  But  dropping  this  confideration,  the  iickly  looks 
of  many  children,  in  large,  crowded,  ill  fituated,  or  ill  con- 
firuded  towns^p  ihow  that  the  country  is  the  preferabTc 
place  for  children.  Inhabitants  of  large  towns  are  fenfible 
of  this,  who  rejoice  in  the  opportunity  of  having  them  fet- 
tled in  the  country,  efpecially  after  they  have  been  ailing, 
as  the  only  means  of  reftoring  their  health  and  vigour. 
But  how  is  the  prevailing  refort  to  towns  to  be  prevented, 
when  the  prefent  tafte  is,  to  raze  or  fi^er  almoft  every 
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hoofe  to  go  to  decay,  which  h  not  condudvti  to  the  bene- 
fit of  a  farm  ?  Might  not  the  buUding  one  or  two  neat 
villages  in  every  conntry  parifli,  be  the  means  of  preveot- 
.  ing  this  great  concoarfe  of  inhabitants  to  the  towns.  They 
might  be  ereAed  in  a  dry  fituation,  and  calculated  for  oon- 
▼enience  as  well  as  health.  Snppofing  thefe  villages  to  be 
inhabited  by  mechanics,  manufaftorers,  day-labouien» 
fiirmers  fervants  and  widows,  there  might  be  one  or  two 
{mall  farmers  conneded  with  the  village,  who  might  have 
leifure,  and  be  induced  to  perform  carriages  to  the  vil]a>- 
gers  for  hire  *• 

•  Perfoiud  fenricet  are  flill  performed  here.    They  are  fpecified  aoi 
limited.    Occupiers  of  a  houfe  and  garden,  or  of  a  houfe,  garden,  and  one 
or  two  acres  of  land,  peTform  fome  days  work  occafionally,   as  the  pro- 
prietor may  happen  to  require  them  in  the  courije  of  the  year.     Such  te* 
nants  as  poflTefs  ground  fufficient  to  enable  them  to  keep  a  horfe,  befides 
the  above  fervices,  are  bound  to  perform  two  horfeback  carriages  in  the 
coarfe  of  the  year,  as  far  as  Dundee,  which  is  about  1 2  miles,  or  to  a  fimi. 
lar  diftance.    Greater  tenants  are  bound  to  bring  a  certain  number  of 
bolls  of  coals  from  Dundee  to  the  proprietors  houfe,  which  require  2  or  3 
days  work  of  their  carts    Befides,  they  muft  give  a  day*s  work  of  all  their 
reapers,  for  cutting  down  the  proprietors  corns.    Thefe  ,go  by  the  gene- 
ral name  of  fervices,  in  place  of  the  old  anhage  and  carriage,  which  were 
.▼ery  comprehenfive.     Arrbage,  I  take  to  be  from  the  Latin,  arg,  to  till; 
and  implied  the  driving  out  of  the  manure  for  the  pDprietor's  farm, 
ploughing  and  harrowing  his  ground,  reaping  in  hanreil,  and  bringing 
home  his  hay  and  corns.    The  old  fervice  of  carriage  was  very  unlimited, 
and  very  tyrannically  exadled.*~From  16  to  30  years  back,  from  the  pra- 
fent  time,  about  37  cottages  were  razed,  or  became  ruinous.     From  10  to 
17  years  back,   lo  or  11  new  cottages  have  been  ereded;  an  increafe  of 
fmall  houfes  has  begun  to  take  place ;  a  mill,  for  fpinning  fiax-yam,  is 
building ;  and  a  village  is  begun,  for  accommodating  the  hands  to  be  ea^ 
ployed,  which  will  require  a  confiderable  number  of  houies.    The  enu 
ploying  of  cottagers  in  agriculture,  increafes  population.     A  houfe  ibr  ac. 
coramodating  a  family,  is  a  confiderable  Inducement  for  a  fervant  to  mar. 
ry ;  and,  from  having  a  houfe  and  an  acre  or  two  of  land,  a  fervant  i» 
more  inclined  to  remain  in  his  mafter*s  fervice.    Hired  fervants  are  apt  to 
be  touchy  and  petulant,  by  being  leis  dependent,  as  having  it  more  eafily 
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indieir  poivrer  to  rtmoTe  from  one  plAce  to  aaodier.  A  Uied  UmaAg 
liowever,  has  the  chance  of  obtaining  more  extenfive  knowledge,  b?  idme- 
timea  changmg  his  place.-*There  is  no  poil-town  nearer  than  Forfiu*,  s. 
bout  3  miles  diilant  from  the  centre  of  this  parifli.  We  have  one  ale- 
hoBfe;  BoimL    Ale-hoi]Lfes  are  not  lb  much reib]te4t»f  at  30  or  40  yetti' 
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N  y  M  B  ?£  R    XVL 
PARISH    OF   BALM£RINO» 


(County   and    Synod    of    Fife,   Presbytery    of 

CUFAR.) 


By  the  Rev*  Mr  Andrew  Thomson.^ 


Name^  Extent^  Climate^  &c. 

THIS  pariih  takes  its  name  from  a  fmall  village  upon 
the  banks  of  the  river  Tay,  anciently  fpclt  Balmure* 
nacby  iignifying,  as  would  appear  from  the  Gaelic,  '^  Sailors 
"  Town ;"  and  the  old  abbey  of  that  name  is  called  by 
Leflie  Balmuraum^  and  by  Fordun,  Habitaculum  ad  Mare. 
This  pariih  flretches  along  the  banks  of  the  Tay  in  2 
ranges  of  hills.  The  medium  length  from  £.  to  W.  bj  a 
pretty  exaA  meafurement,  about  37  miles,  and  its  breadth 
from  N.  to  S.  nearly  2^  miles.  It  is  almoft  a  femicircle, 
with  the  church  in  the  centre,  and  the  northern  half  of  the 
circle  cut  off  by  the^Tay.  From  the  above  meafurement, 
it  mull  exceed  3000  Scots  acres ;  about  2*3ds  of  it  is  ara-  | 
ble,  and  fupports  more  than  700  people  old  and  young.  | 
There  are  no  difeafes  peculiar  to  the  parifh  \  on  the  con-       | 

trary, 
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thtfy,  the  people  may  be  liaid  to  be  healthy.  There  were 
4  perfons  who  died  within  thefe  lo  years  upwards  of  90 } 
and  there  are  fcveral  now  alive  above  80  years  of  age^ 
The  wholefomenefiT  gf  the  climate  appears  alio  from  the 
froitfuhiels  of  the  females^  The  prefent  incumbent  has 
often,  in  the  courfe  of  10  years,  had  an  opportunity  of 
baptizing  twins  )  and  there  are  1  families  in  it  at  prefent, 
I  of  whom  has  had  thrice  twins,  and  the  other  has  five 
foQs,  now  alive,  at  a  births :  The  twins  are  youngefi,  and 
Were  baptized  in  the  1789. 

Soil  and  Cu/ture.-^As  the  lands  lie  on  riiing  banks,  they 
are  for  the  mod  part  dry.  The  foil  in  general  is  thin  and 
fliarp,  but  very  productive,  lies  on  a  gravel,  or  what  is 
called  here  a  rachelly  bottom,  except  in  fome  places  where 
it  is  tilly,  or  upon  rock,  and  confequently  wettiih ;  and 
even  this  is  much  improved  by  draining,  (which  is  now 
begun  to  be  better  underflood),  though  indeed  it  is  to 
be  wiihed  that  the  Highland,  or  fome  other  fociety,  would 
pay  attention  to  that  great  improvement  in  agriculture,  by 
offering  a  premium  for  the  beft  effay  on  the  moft  efFeftual 
mode  of  draining  lands.  The  method  of  culture  and  crop« 
ping  varies  even  in  this  fmall  parifh.  The  ploughing  ia 
now  generally  carried  on  by  two  horfes,  managed  by  one 
fervant  with  a  pair  of  long  reins,  and  oxen  are  feldom 
yoked  ;  yet  fome  keep  and  work  them  both  in  the  plough^ 
by  themfelves,  and  in  carriages.  In  cropping,  fome  adopt 
the  following  rotation  :  Four  years  in  grafs,  kept  the  a 
firft  years  for  hay,  and  the  2  lail  laid  out  into  pafture,  oats, 
barley,  green  crop,  or  fummer  fallow,  with  a  top  dreiCng 
of  lime,  wheat,  barley,  and  grais-feeds,  and  fo  on,  having 
always  5-9ths  in  green  crop  and  fummer  fallow,  4-i9th8 
in  white  crop,  and  never  more  than  2  white  crops  in  fuc- 
ceffion.    Others,  with  what  they  call  infield  land,  take  2 
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years  grafs,  i  year  in  hay,  and  Lhe  other  in  paftare,  oaO-r 
barley,  oats,  green  crop,  or  fummer  fallow,  wheat,  and 
barley,  with  grais-feeds ;  outfield,  a  years  gra&  paftared, 
oats,  barley,  oats  and  grais-feeds.  Thofe  that  adopt  dib 
mode  of  hufbandry,  generally  lime  on  the  grals  firom 
30  to  40  bolls  of  {helb  an  acre,  and  which,  they  think, 
will  not  admit  of  more  lime  for  ao  or  30  years  afterward* 
At  the  fame  time,  it  mull  be  obferved,  that  mod  of  the 
outfield  is  now  coming  to  be  infield,  from  the  fuperior 
mode  of  management  adopted  by  the  farmers.  Some  pre- 
pare with  green  crop,  fuch  as  turnips,  potatoes,  or  peafe 
for  barley,  with  grafs  feeds,  3  years  grais  cut  for  bay  a 
years,  and  pafture  the  3d  \  oats,  barley,  green  crop,  and  fo 
on  in  rotation  -,  and  fome  grafs  and  oats  alteriKitely. 

Produce, — The  foil  here  is  remarkably  fitted  for  barley, 
and  frequently  produces  large  returns  from  the  acre.  The 
wheat,  though  of  a  good  quality,  feldom  produces  (b  much. 
The  oats  are  good,  and  have  often  been  known  to  give  8 
i^onc  of  meal  the  boll,  Linlithgow  meafure.  The  tumip» 
feldom  fail  to  produce  a  heavy  crop.  Peafe  and  beans  are 
precarious,  and  cultivated  chiefly  with  a  view  of  preparing 
the  foil  for  the  after  crop.  Potatoes  are  good  in  quality, 
and  often  give  large  returns  from  the  acre.  Flax,  efpecial- 
ly  in  new- drained  lands,  a  weighty  crop.  The  lands  pro- 
duce more  of  every  fort  of  grain  than  is  fufBcient  for  the 
inhabitants.  Mod  of  the  wheat  and  barley  is  fent  by  the 
Tay  to  the  Forth  and  Canal,  and  the  oats  are  fold  in  the 
neighbourhood.  This  parifh,  till  within  thefe  30  years^ 
did  not  produce  fo  much  grais  as  to  afford  pailure  for  die 
cattle  neceiTary  for  labouring  the  foil.  At  that  time  the 
farmers  were  forced  to  graze  out  a  part,  ami  depended 
chiefly  upon  their  marlhy  grounds  for  the  fubfiftence  oT 
the  remainder  through  the  fummer.    Now  the  bogs  are 
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nDmoft  all  drained^  and  by  the  means  of  artificial  grafles,  the 
fu-mers  are  become  remarkable  for  their  fine  breed  of  cat- 
tle, which  are  generally  fold  off  at  high  prices,  from  3  to  4 
jeais  old ;  and  what  are  kept  till  the j  are  fiill  growth,  are 
not  to  be  excelled  by  any  of  the  Fife  breed.  One  farmer 
fold  his  3  year  old  black  cattle  laft  fummer,  for  fattening, 
at  L.  9, 12  s.  and  the  ftock  on  hand  this  year  is  efteemed  to 
be  much  ftronger  and  more  valuable.  There  is  a  gentle- 
man who  refides  in  the  parifii,  who  fold  lafi  feafon  in  Cnpar 
fair,  the  2  beft  oxen;  both  for  weight  and  beauty,  that  were 
in  it. 

It  is  impoffible  to  fay  what  are  the  real  rents  of  the  pa- 
ri(h,  as  they  are  paid  part  in  vi&oal,  part  in  money;  and  ^ 
hence  rife  and  fall  with  the  price  of  grain.  Befides  there 
are  fome  100  acres  occupied  by  Several  of  the  proprietors 
themfelves,  the  rents  of  which  cannot  be  afcertained.  The 
valued  rent  is  L.  3944  :  9  :  2  ScoU  ;  and  the  lands  let  as 
high  as  any  in  the  neighbourhood. 

Fopulation. — According  to  the  return  made  to  Dr  Web- 
fier,  the  population  was  then  565.     The  number  of  fouls, 
when  taken  laft  fummer,  was,  males  334  ;  females  369  ;  in 
all  703.     The  pariih  contains  162  houfes,  28  of  which  are 
occupied  by  widows  and  unmarried  women.     There  are 
xi  heritors,  3  great  ones,  and  9  pofieffed  of  fmall  property. 
Two  of  the  principal  heritors  have  their  conftant  refidence 
in  it,  and  likewiiie  3  of  the  leffer  ones.     There  are  50  wea- 
vers, 4  Wrights,  2  blackfmiths,  2  mafons,  7  tailors,  9  (hoe- 
makers,  I  miller,  and  2  boatmen  ;  about  10  Seceders  ;  the 
femainder  are  farmers  and  labourers,     lliere  has  been  no 
^gular  regifter  of  burials  for  a  great  number  of  years. 
The  regifter  of  baptifms  and  marriages  for  the  10  years 
iprecedinj;  17821  is  as  follows  : 

Baptifms. 
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Baptif 

ras.                 Mariiagas, 

Males.    ' 

Females. 

^ITt* 

9 

1                    I 

mi' 

4                    7 

1774, 

II  ■ 

6                   6 

»775. 

II 

6                  1 

1776, 

7                   3 

1777. 

7                   7 

1778, 

4                    5 

»779. 

14 

6                   7 

1780, 

8 

9                   5 

1781, 

10 

l»                  J 

88 

60 

Total  Baptifms, 

■    148 

Ditto  Marriages,    •    44 

Stipend^  School^  Poor^  &c. — The  ftipend  b  8  chalders  of 
viftual,  and  200  merks  Scots,  (out  of  which*  the  minifter 
has  to  furniih  the  communion-elements)  ;  a  glebe  of  about 
9  acres,  with  a  manfe,  garden,  and  office-houfes. — School- 
mafter's  falary  is  100 merks  Scots;  and  the  pariih -dues, which 
may  amount  to  L.  3  Sterling,  with  a  houfe  and  garden.— 
There  are  no  beggars  ;  fuch  as  are  infirm  by  diftreis  or  old 
age,  and  unable  to  procure  a  maintenance,  either  by  help 
of  their  friends,  or  by  their  own  hands,  are  provided  for 
out  of  a  fmall  fund,  from  former  favings,  firopi  the  weekly 
collefiions,  and  from  private  beneficence*, 

jldvantages.^-'Thtit  are,  ly?.  Its  being  lituated  on  die  , 
^anks  of  the  Tay,  where  there  is  a  ferry  boat  which  paffes 

^  twice 

♦  Servants  wages  arc  from  L.  6  to  L.  $  Sterling.  Daylabouiert  eam 
from  is  to  I  3  3  ii. ;  mai"  >  s  and  wrighti  have  generally,  throagh  tl« 
county,  the  fame  wages,  Butcher  meat  and  poultry,  the  fame  as  the  Duo- 
dee  prices. 
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twice  a-TVeek  to  Dundee,  and  it  is  within  two  miles  of 
Woodhaven,  a  public  ferry,  where  boats  conftantlj  ply ; 
thus  cheefe,  butter,  poultry,  eggs,  &c.  are  eafily  conveyed 
to  a  good  market.     By  means  of  the  Tay  likewife,  coal 
and  lime  are  brought  to  Balmerino  in  fuch  quantities,  as  to 
ierve  all  the  purpofes  of  fuel  and  agriculture.     And  what 
is  of  the  grcateft  importance,  the  harbour  of  Balmerino,  a 
creek  belonging  to  the  cnftom-houfe  of  Dundee,  is  the  chief 
place  on  the  ibuth  fide  of  the  Tay  for  (hipping  wheat  and 
barley  for  the  Forth  and  Canal.    The  quay  was  at  firft 
defigned  for  ihippbg  lime  from  the  Fife  hills  to  Dundee ; 
now  there  b  not  a  boll  that  comes  from  thence,  but,  on  the 
contrary,   fome  thoufands  from  Charleftown  on  the  Forth, 
and  from  South  Sunderland,  are  delivered  annually  to  the 
parifli  and  neighbourhood.     This  trade  has  been  much  on 
the  increafe  of  late.     Th^  trade  of  (hipping  wheat  and  bar* 
ley  at  this  port  began  about  30  years  ago ;   at  firft,  only 
feme  farn>-bol]s  were  ibipped,    and   afterward  the  mer- 
chants began  to  buy  from  the  farmers  at  the  weekly  mar- 
ket in  Cupar,  and  received  their  grain  at  Balmerino.    Be* 
fore  that  period,  the  farmers  carried  their  vi6hial  either 
to  Dundee,  where  the  merchants  ihipped  the  furplus,  or 
tranfported  it  upon  horfeback  .to  the  fouth  coaft.      The 
number  of  bolls  Ihipped  here  laft  year  muft,  from  the  near-. 
eft  calculation,  have  exceeded  ^000.     The  harbour  is  but 
trifling,  and  may,  no  doubt,  be  improved  -,  but,  as  the  hot* 
torn  is  good,  fliips  lie  to  and  take  in  and  deliver  with  cafei 
zd.  This  being  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Dundee,  a  great 
manufaSuring  town,  the  weavers  find  plenty  of  work,  and 
the  fadory-work   finds  conftant  employment  for  all  the 
women,  who  generally  fpin  with  both  hands,  and  are  at 
prefent  receiving  at  the  rate  of  17  d.  the  fpindle.     ^d^ 
There  are  eight  falmon-fifhings  in  the  parifli,  upon  the 
tmnks  of  the  Ta^.    Thele  fifhings  are  carried  on  by  means 

of 


^  yaiTB  or  fcaSblds  with  poke-nets,  and  in  fammer  with 
iweep  and  toot  nets.  The  firft  are  haoled  when  the  fifk 
Alike  the  nets  in  their  way  up  with  the  flowing  dde.  The 
lecond  are  pajed  off  and  drawn  in  at  a  certain  time  of  the 
tide,  without  knowing  wliether  there  are  fdmon  or  not ; 
and  the  laft  are  fet  in  the  water,  and  never  drawn  till  the 
wacehtnan,  or  tootfman^  as  he  b  called  here,  obferves  the 
fifii  to  have  got  within  the  net.  Thefe  filhiogs  are  become 
▼ery  valuable  of  late,  and  bring  in  money  to  the  country 
from  our  tieighbours  in  England.  There  is  likewife  a  fpir- 
ling  fiihing  carried  on  here  through  the  winter,  and  as 
they  catch  great  numbers  of  fpirlings,  garvies,  herrings, 
flounders,  &c.  they  are  fold  at  low  prices,  and  are  eafily 
come  at  by  the  poorcft  in  the  parifli.  The  fpirlings  arc 
taken  with  poke-nets  tied  between  two  poles,  and  anchor- 
ed at  the  back  end.  The  ebbing  tide  forces  the'  fiih  into 
them,  and  they  are  fliaken  out  at  low  water  *.  The  filt- 
ers, who  arc  extremely  indullrious,  likewife  catch  feals,  in 
the  iummer  months,  with  long  nets,  for  which,  befides  the 
value  of  the  oil  and  fkins,  they  draw  a  /mail  premium 
from  the  falmon-dealers  in  Perth. 

Antiquki€s.*^T\kt  firft  thing  that  defervcs  our  notice 
here,  is  the  ruins  of  the  Abbey  of  ^almerino.  Some  pil- 
lars of  excellent  workmanfliip,  and  moft  durable  ftone,  e- 
very  one  ornamented  in  a  different  manner,  and  covered 
in  by  a  beautiful  arch,  are  Itill  to  be  fecn.  There  ai-e  alfo 
fome  femicircular  vaults,  one  of  which  feems  to  have  been 
a  place  of  worfhip,  as  there  is  a  row  of  fione-benches  all 
round  it,  and  nigh  the  entrance  two  bafons  cut  out  in  the 
ftone,  probably  for  hddfng  holy  water,  as  the  buft  of  the 

Virgin^ 

*  TTic  reafon  why  I  do  not  mention  the  fifhen  in  my  defcription  of  the 
people  19,  that  they  are  all  either  tradefmcn  or  labourers,  aod  follow  their 
•ccupation  wlien  the  filbing  is  over. 
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Virgiiii  with  the  Holj  Child  in  her  ums,  fiood  in  a  mche 
above  them.  This  buft  was  dug  out  of  the  ruins  fome 
years  ago,  and  given  to  Mr  David  Martin,  painter  and  an- 
tiquarian. There  are  alfo  the  ruins  of  the  church,  and 
what  appears  to  have  been  a  fiiiall  chapel  upon  the  end  of 
a  houfe,  within  the  precinfts  of  the  Abbej,  where  Lord 
Balmerino  fometimes  refided^  This  Abbe/  was  begun  by 
Alexander  il.  and  his  mother  Ejnergarda,  daughter  to  the 
Earl  of  Baumont,  and  widow  of  Williani,  firnamed  the 
Lion,  in  the  year  1229.  This  lady  in  the  year  1215,  pur- 
chafed  the  lands  of  Baloiurenach,  Gultrach,  and  Baiin- 
dean,  from  Richard  de  Rule,  for  looo  merks  Sterling, 
i^n  which  ground  they  founded  the  monaftry  near  the 
fliore,  about  8  Englilh  miles  above  where  the  Tay  emp- 
ties itfelf  into  the  bay  of  St  Andrew's.  It  is  pleaiantly 
fituated  upon  the  banks  of  the  Tay,  noted  for  their  roman- 
tic ibdving  and  perpetual  verdure,  and  commands  a  beauh- 
ti(ul  view  of  the  river,  with  Dundee,  and  the  rich  vale  of 
the  Carfe  of  Gowry  on  the  oppofite  ihore.  It  has  a  fmall 
running  water  to  the  eaii  of  it,  which  turns  a  mill,  and 
luas  through  a  den  or  glen,  well  ftocked  with  venerable 
trees,  confifling  of  aih,  beech,  ^Im,  &c.  In  the  old  garden 
there  is  a  che£hut-tree,  the  bole  of  which  meafures  15  feet 
in  the  girth,  and  not  abpve  5  feet  to  the  fetting  out  of  the 
branohes,  two  of  vi^ich  run  horiioncally  the  whole  length 
of  the  chapel,  formerly  mentioned,  ftanding  at  the  end  of 
the  houfe.  A  beech- tree  was  meafured  to  12  feet  7  inch- 
es in  the  girth  ;  and  an  elm  to  7  feet  9  inches,  their  height 
from  30  to  40  feet.  It  is  well  fheltered  from  the  north- 
caft  wind  by  the  Scurr  hill,  which  rifes  to  a  great  height 
above  the  river,  has  Naughton  on  the  eaft,  and  Birkhill  on 
the  well,  both  of  them  modem  houfes,  with  rifing  pleafure 
grounds  of  confiderable  extent.  At  this  laft  place  there  is, 
befidcs  fome  extenfivc  planutions  lately  made,  a  confider- 
able 
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able  coppice  wood,  extending  above  a  mile  along  th^ 
banks  of  the  Taj,  confifting  moftlj  of  oak,  and  in  which 
there  are  federal  groves  of  beech  and  oak,  which  maj  now 
be  reckoned  tolerable  timber  *• 

*  The  abbey-church,  wherein  Queen  Emergarda  is  faid  to  be  bnriedr 
Ante  magnum  altert^  Tenred  as  the  parilb-chttrch  till  die  year  1595,  ^^ 
it  was  removed  to  the  eaft  tide  of  the  Den';  it  ftands  upon  a  little  emi- 
nence. The  manfe  was  likewiie  in  or  near  the  abbey,  till  fome  time  af- 
ter the  year  16  iS,  when  a  houfe,  built  of  that  date  by  T.  and  J.  Chricb- 
ton,  whofe  names  and  arms  are  ftill  to  be  feen  on  itones  that  ftood  on  the 
fborm-windows,  was  given  in  lieu  of  it.  This  abbey  belonged  to  the  Ci- 
ftertian  or  Bemardine  Monks,  was  dedicated  to  St  Edward,  and,  as  all 
the  other  houfes  of  this  order  were,  to  the  Virgin  Mary  alfo.  It  fcems  to 
have  been  well  endowed.  David  dc  Lindfity  gave  to  it  an  annuity  out  of 
hb  mill  in  Karkbuet,  in  the  year  1233  ;  Simon  de  Kinneai  gave  to  it  Lit- 
tle or  Wefter  Kinnear,  in  the  lad  year  of  Alexander's  reign ;  and  Cor- 
beck,  fignifying  a  den  with  birks,  or  Birk-hill,  as  it  is  now  called,  was  gi- 
ven to  it  by  Laurentius  de  Abemethy.  The  preceptory  of  Oadvan,  io 
the  parifli  of  Dunbog,  alfo  belonged  to  it. — ^Aiter  the  Reformation,  King 
James  VI.  ereifled  Balmerino  into  a  temporal  lord  (hip,  in  &vour  of  Sir 
James  Elphinfton  of  Bamton,  then  Principal  Secretary  of  State,  on  the 
lOth  of  April  1 604.— There  are  alfo  two  places  in  the  parilh,  one  of  them 
called  the  Battle- law  to  this  day,  where  the  Scots  are  fuppofed  to  have 
given  battle  to  the  Danes,  after  their  retreat  from  Luncarty,  where  they 
again  defeated,  and  forced  them  to  fly  with  precipitation  on  board  their 
lhips»  then  lying  in  the  mouth  of  the  Tay.  One  of  the  places  wa^dug 
up  a  few  years  ago,  at  the  delire  of  two  gentlemen,  where  they  found 
fome  ftone  coffins  and  arms,  or  pieces  of  broken  fwords ;  but  no  further 
difcoveries  have  fince  been  made.— The  dates  of  the  abbey^  and  the  gifb 
made  to  it,  are  taken  from  Sibbali's  Hiftory  of  Fi&,  and  Hope's  Minof 
Pradtics. 
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PARISH   OF    CLUNIE, 

(GouMTT  or  Perth,  Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling, 
Presbytery  of  Dunkeu).) 

Bj  tbt  Rev.  Mr  William  M'Ritchie. 


Situation  and  Extent  *• 

THE  church  of  Clunie,  near  the  centre  of  the  pariiht 
and  of  that  diftrift  of  Perthfhire  called  the  Stormont, 
fiaods  nearly  on  the  fame  parallel  with  Lord  Privy.  Seal's 
obfervatorj  on  the  lawn  at  Belmont  caftle,  about  56^  35  ^ 
N.  latitude,  and  nearly  2 '  W.  longitude  from  the  meridian 
of  Perth.  Its  diftance  from  Dunkeld  is  about  6  miles  E* 
by  N.  and  its  diftance  from  Perth  is  about  15  miles  N.  by 
W.  The  parifh  is  of  an  irregular  figure,  extending  about 
-9  miles  from  N.  W.  where  it  rifes,  to  the  fummit  of  the 
Vol-  IX.  F  f  lower 

*  This  account  includes  certain  grounds,  which  properly  belong  to  the 
ptrifli  of  f^puth.  As  they  lie  at  a  diftance  from  their  own  pariih-church^ 
the  inhabitants  of  thofe  places  were,  by  the  preibytery  of  Dunkeld,  in 
1728,  recommended,  guoatl/acra,  to  the  infpe^ion  of  the  then  ininifter 
of  Clanie.  They  contain  about  89  inhabitants,  and  pay  about  L.  140 
Sterling  rent 
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lower  tire  of  the  Grampian  mountains,  to  S.  E.  where  k 
ftretches  downwards  into  Strathmore  to  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  Roman  encampment  at  Meiklonr.  Its  greateft 
breadth  is  about  4  miles  from  N.  £.  to  S.  W. ;  and  it  is 
interfered  towards  the  S.  £•  bj  a  fmall  arm  of  the  paiilb 
of  Caputh. 

Name  and  Language. — The  Englifli  language  has  made 
confiderable  progreis  here  among  the  better  fort  of  people^ 
fince  the  Union  of  the  Scottilh  and  Englifli  crowns ;  bat 
the  vulgar  ftill  continue  to  fpeak  the  Scotch,  a  dialed  of 
of  the  Dano-Saxon,  which  was  brought  from  the  other  fide 
of  the  Germati  Ocean,  b  j  the  Daniih  invaders  of  the  ninth 
and  eleventh  centuries.  Some  of  the  people  who  border  on 
the  Highlands,  have  a  fmattering  of,  and  retain  a  predilec- 
tion for  the  Gaelic  or  Celtic,  which  feems  to  have  been  the 
original  language  of  the  whole  iiland.  Of  this  language 
there  are  many  traces  here,  particularly  in  the  names  of 
places  -,  which  names  either  mark  the  local  fituation,  or 
refer  to  fome  tranfadion  that  has  taken  place  there  in  di« 
flant  times.  For  example,  Clunie^  which  has  time  imme- 
morial been  the  name  of  the  pari(h,  is  the  modem  ortbo- 
graphj  of  the  old  Celtic  word  Cluaine,  which  fignifies, 
, "  plain  green  paflure  between  woods :"  A  plain,  green 
paflure,  called  the  Meadow,  lies  a  little  to  the  north  of  the 
church ;  on  the  north  fide  of  this  plain,  there  is  (till  natural 
wood  growing,  and  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  plain,  we  find 
veftiges  of  old  trees  in  a  fmall  mofs  or  mire,  which  makes 
a  part  of  the  glebe  *• 

Surface^ 

*  Strofiy  fituated  at  tKe  entrance  of  tlie  lull  of  Clunie,  figoifics  the 
"  nofc,  promontory,  or  heel  of  the  hill."  D////a//V,  (in  Gaelic,  Dtf/- 
iea4ire,  the  "  black,  bleak  half  fide  of  the  country,")  lies  in  the  heath, 
©n  a  high,  cold,  northern  cxpofure,  pcrfc(illy  correfponding  to  its  name. 
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Sur/aci^  Soilf  CUmate^  I)ifia/ej,^^T^e  fuperficial  area  of 
the  pariih  has  not  been  n^eafored,  nor  has  anj  particular 
map  of  it  been  jet  attempted.     It  contains  probably  up- 
WSuxls  of  8000  acres  of  n^oi^nta^ny  mois,.  heath,  wood,  wa- 
ter, arable  and  pafture.     The  arable  parts,  -  which  have  of 
late  been  confiderably  extended  by  induftrj,  con^prehend- 
ed,  in  fummer  1791,  .about  2555  acres.     The  ii;Lrface  of 
the  ground  is  uneveq,   and  not  difagreeabjj  diverfifieeT* 
The  loweft  parts  aj*e  perhaps  pot  more  than  159  feet,  and 
the  higheft  are  perhaps  not  leis  thsm  i8co  feet  above  the 
kvel  of  the  fea :  Accordingly  the  foil  and  climate  are  va- 
ritms.    The  mountainous  parts  are  cold,  rocky  and  l^eathy^ 
£t  only  for  iheep  and  goats ;  the  latter  of  which  are  lentire- 
ly  baniflied,  and  the  former  reduced,^  comparatively,  to  a 
very  £aiall  number.     Contiguous  to  the  mountains,  are 
large  tra£b  of  black,  bleak  barren  moors,  where  the  heath 
is  in  fome  places  inteifperfed  with  bent,  affording  fubfift- 
ence  to  about  200  fmall  Scotch  cattle,  and  about  1000  fmall 
Scotch  (heep.     Thefe  trads  ^e  in  general  too  rough  and 
wild  to  admit  of  the  plough ;  it  appears,  however,  that 
fome  fpots  of  them  have  been  pu^tivated  by  the  Caledoni- 
ans of  old«  when  the  lower  part^  of  tl^e  parifh  were  cover- 
ed with  wood.     Many  of  thefe  barre^n  heaths  may,  in  fu- 
ture times,  be  crowned  with  beautiful  plantations  of  the 

fir 


Batveiock,  (Gaelic,  Baik-ftadoig^)  means,  «  the  villa|;e  of  the  grey 
"  glover,"  which  bird  frequently  haunts  the  adjoining  moor.  Baldor- 
nod,  (Gaelic,  Baih-dornog,)  denotes,  the  "  village  of  fmaU  round  ftones, 
**  fuch  as  one  ^an  take  up  in  one*s  fift  ;**  and  vail  iMimbers  of  fuch  ilones 
are  on  the  furface  of  the  ground  of  Baldompck,  ;uid  its  neighbourhood. 
TttlLneidj,  (Gaelic,  Tullacb-neid)  :  TuUacb^  fignifies  a  "  fmall  hill  or 
•*  knock,"  near  which  TuUaneidy  ftands  ;  neid^  fignifies  a  **  battle"  or 
"  wound,  received  in  a  battle ;"  and  an  ingenious  antiquary  is  juft  now 
making  out  a  map  of  this  part  of  the  country,  whereia  ke  places  Tuila- 
Aeidy  near  the  {bene  of  the  great  adlion  between  Galgacus  and  Agricola. 
^lais  circumftaace  will  be  alluded  to  under  the  article  of  Aatiquities* 
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fir  kind,  particularlj  the  larix,  which,  if  not  planted  in  wa- 
ter, will  thrive  in  almoft  anj  elevation  or  ezpofure.  In 
many  parts,  efpecially  aboat  the  middle  of  the  parifli,  die 
foil  is  light,  fandj  and  ftony ;  here,  where  it  is  not  cultivated, 
it  is  covered  either  with  fhort  heath,  furze,  broom  or  broih- 
wood;  but,  where  it  is  properly  improved,  being  naturat 
1;^  dry  and  warm,  it  yields  early  and  good  crops.  In  the 
vallies  and  lower  declivities  of  the  diftrid^  the  foil  is,  for 
the  moft  part,  an  excellent  well  pulverized  mixture ;  pro- 
ducing, either  with  lime  or  marl,  or  even  with  a  compe- 
tency of  common  manure,  as  good  barley,  oats,  peafe,  tor- 
nip  and  potatoes,  as  any  part  of  this  neighbourhood.  The 
oat-feed  time  begins  about  the  end  of  March,  and  the  bear- 
feed  is  finiflied  about  the  loth  of  June ;  harveft  commences 
about  the  loth  of  September,  and  terminates  about 
the  20th  of  Odober,  in  ordinary  feafons.  In  the  lul- 
ly  parts,  both  feed-time  and  harveft  are  a  fortnight  later. 
The  air  is  good,  and  the  inhabitants  are  generally  healthy, 
and  live  to  a  confiderable  age ;  feveral  perfons  exceed  8o, 
fome  exceed  90,  and  a  few  have  reached  near  xoo  years. 
In  winter,  the  hoarfroft  often  fits  heavy  on  the  lower 
grounds,  where  the  degree  of  cold  is  then  greater  than  on 
the  tops  of  the  mountains.  The  £•  and  N.  £.  winds  of 
that  feafon  frequently  bring  ihow  or  rain,  or  mift  from  die 
German  oces(n  \  and  it  is  here  obferved,  that  thefe  winds 
occafion  fome  dullneis  or  depreflion  of  the  animal  fpirits ; 
whereas,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  remarked,  that  the  W.  and 
-  N.  W.  winds,  which  blow  hither  through  a  pure,  uncloud- 
ed atmofphere,  aiid  over  a  boundleis  extent  of  high,  heathy 
mountains,  feldom  fail  to  bring  along  with  them  good 
health  and  good  fpirits.  The  truth  of  this  laft  obfervatioa 
is  ofttimes  experienced  by  the  ftranger  from  the  low 
country,  who  goes  to  the  highlands  for  air  and  exerdle, 
particularly  in  the  fummer  months,  w' en  the  heath  is  in 
|}loQ]xi.    He  refpir^s  wit|i  unui^al  e^e,  his  fpirits  rifbi  and 
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he  defcends  to  the  plain  not  without  fome  rdnfboice.  The 
W.  and  N.  W  winds  are  peculiarly  agreeable  and  advan- 
tageous here  in  autumn.  In  that  cbearful  laborious  ieafon, 
our  anxious  hufbandman  throws  a  wiihful  look  to  the  N. 
W.  and  pointing  to  fome  well  known  fummit  of  the  Gram- 
pian mountains,  raifes  his  heart  and  his  hand  to  heaven,  and 
prays  that  the  wind  may  never  Ihift  from  that  particular 
quarter,  till  his  own  and  his  neighbour's  fields  are  cleared. 
21iere  are  here  no  local  dUeafes.  Colds  and  fore  throats 
are  pretty  frequent  in  winter*  The  ague  is  unknown,  and 
the  goat  and  rheumatifm  occur  very  rarely.  The  meaflea 
prove  fometimes  deibrudive,  and  alfo  the  fmallpox,  taken 
in  the  natural  way.  Numbers  have,  of  late  years,  been 
inoculated,  and  of  thefe  only  oiie  died.  Happily  for  the 
looks  as  weU  as  for  the  conftitutions  of  the  rifing  genera- 
tions, the  pradice  of  inoculation  is  becoming  more  general, 
the  prejudices  ilgainil  it  are  every  day  giving  way,  and  the 
more  rational  part  of  tbe  people  begin  to  feel  a  becoming 
gratitude  to  heaven  for  having  been  pleafed  to  communi- 
cate to  mankind  fuch  an  important  difcovery.  When  a  fe- 
ver comes  here,  it  generally  attacks  numbers.  This  is  ow- 
ing in  a  great  meafure  to  the  temerity  of  thofe,  who,  from 
friendly  intentions,  vifit  the  patient ;  but  who,  without  ob- 
ferving  the  proper  caution,  ruih  upon  his  breath,  imbibe 
the  contagion,  and  communicate  it  from  houfe  to  houfe,  . 
and  frotn  vUIage  to  village.  This  condu£l  is  to  be  afcribed 
partly  to  ignorance,  and  partly  to  religious  prejudice,  both 
of  which  are  happily  giving  place  to  more  fenfible  and  en- 
lightened views  of  things. 

Mountains^  Laiesj  Brooi^  Fj^^j.— Ben-achally,  towards 
the  N.  W.  part  of  the  parifli,  is  the  higbeft  mountain.  It 
ftands  on  an  elevated  bafis,  and^commands  a  very  extenlive 
profped*    From  the  top  of  Ben-acbally,  in  a  dear  day,  you 

fee. 
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fee  on  the  S.  W.  the  W.  the  N,  W.  the  N.  and  N.  E.  tbe 
higher  Grampians  towards  Argylefliire,  Badenach  and  Mv; 
on  the  £.  the  S.  £.  and  S.  70U  have  a  view  of  the  whole 
extent  of  Strathmore,  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Stone- 
hive  to  that  of  Stirling,  and  this  great  Strath,  bordered  00 
the  oppoiite  fide  by  the  Sidla  and  Ochil  hills;  bejond  die 
latter,  70a  perceive  the  Pentlands,  a  little  to  tbe  S.  W.  of 
Edinburgh;  and,  thence  dire&ing  your  eye  eailward  to 
the  fide  of  tbe  Lomond  hill  at  Falkland,  yon  may  de&iy 
pretty  diftindly  the  eaftem  termination  of  the  Soutra  hilli,  ' 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  Haddington,  rifing  like  ijnall  blue 
clouds  in  the  verge  of  the  horizon.     The  height  of  Ben- 
achally  has  not  been  aicertained,  and  the  elevation  of  its 
bafe  detra^  much  from  its  apparent  altitude.    Bimam, 
celebrated  in  the  tragedy  of  Macbeth,  flands  about  5  miles 
S.  by  W.  of  Ben-achally,  and  the  height  of  Bimam  h;is  been 
taken,  1580  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea,     Suppofing 
this  meafurement  to  be  accurate,  Ben-achally  fhould  not 
be  overfiated  at  1800  feet  above  the  fame  level,  fince,  to 
the  naked  eye,  it  appears  confiderably  higher  than  Birnam. 
At  the  foot  of  Ben-achally,  on  its  north  fide,  in  the  fo- 
reft  of  Clunie,  (faid  to  have  been  once  a  royal  forefi,  and 
now  the  property  of  the  Duke  of  AthoU),  lies  the  loch  of 
Ben-achally,  extending  about  a  mile  from  W.  to  £•  and  a- 
bout  half  a  mile  from  N.  to  S.  at  its  weft  end.     Its  great* 
eft  depth  11— 12  fathoms,  is  towards  the  foot  of  the  moun- 
tain ;  and  if  we  compute  the  height  of  the  mountain  as  a- 
bove,  the  furface  of  the  loch  may  be  fuppofed  not  leis  tlian 
900  feet  above  the  level  of  the  lea;    In  the  loch  are  fome 
eels ;  and  it  abounds  with  trouts,  which  in  general  are 
fmall.     We  have   feen   fome   of  them  i — 2  lb.  weight; 
fometimes  they  are  caught  of  a  large  fize.     In  a  calm  fum* 
mer  evening,  they  fpring  in  fuch  numbers  to  the  flies,  that 
Che  whole  furface  pf  the  water  appears  to  be  dancing. 

Here, 
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Here,  as  on  the  other  Highland  lochs  in  its  neighbourhood, 
the  beft  time  of  taking  the  trout,  is  a  dark  windj  daj,  in 
]ane,  July,  or  Auguft»  or,  which  is  equally  proper,  anj 
calm  warm  night  in  that  feafon  ;  and  for  the  night-fifhing, 
yoa  muft  ufe  an  artificial  fij,  of  a  white  or  very  bright 
grey  colour.  There  is  here  no  angling  of  any  confequence, 
owing  prinipally  to  the  want  of  a  boat.  About  30  years 
ago,  Mr  Patrick  Simpfon,  then  minifter  of  Clunie,  who 
was  a  very  expert  angler,  as  well  as  a  very  refpedable 
dergyman,  cau&d  make  and  carry  up  hither,  at  his  own 
expenle,  a  fmall  fifhing-boat,  which*  however,  {bon  after 
his  death,  fell  to  pieces,  having  no  ihed  to  fcreen  it  from 
the  wmter  ftorms.  A  mile  to^the  weftward  of  Loch-Ben* 
achally,  and  flill  nearer  the  tops  of  the  mountains,  is  Loch- 
aacbat,  a  fmall  loch,  full  of  fine  trouts. 

About  4  miles  S.  £.  of  Loch-Ben-achally,  and  on  a  level, 
perhaps  700  feet  lower,  lies  the  loch  of  Clunie,  a  beautiful 
piece  of  water,  fomewhat  of  the  form  of  a  blunted  equila* 
teral  triangle,  about  o,\  miles  in  circumference.  Its  fur- 
face  is  probably  not  more  than  80  feet  above  the  conflu- 
ence  of  the  Tay  and  Ua,  which  lail  is  only  93  feet  above 
the  level  of  the  fea.  Its  greateft  depth  is  about  84  feet, 
and  lies  on  the  N.  fide  towards  the  higheft  bank.  The 
groatid  rifes  from  the  loch  all  around,  with  a  bold  flope, 
and  is  in  a  tolerable  flate  of  cultivation.  The  W.  and 
N.  W.  banks  are  pretty  much  decorated  with  verdure  and 
plantation  ;  and  had  the  oppofite  banks  a  little  more  of  the 
aid  of  ornament,  which  in  all  probability  they  will  foon 
have,  this  loch  would  be  one  of  the  firft  natural  beauties  of 
the  country.  About  200  yards  from  its  weftem  ihore,  there 
is  a  fmall  but  pleafant  ifland,  near  the  centre  of  which 
ftands  an  old  caille,  in  good  repair,  an  occafional  fummer 
refidence  of  the  Earl  of  Airly,  who  is  fuperior  of  the  loch, 
poprietor  of  the  barony  of  Clunie,  and  firft  heritor  of  the 

1  parifh. 
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paiiflu  Around  the  verge  of  this  iflaad  are  old  aflies  and 
phmes,  that  have  withftood  the  ftorms  of  (ome  himdred 
years,  jet  ftill  coatinue  to  vegetate*  Thefe  trees  have  fome« 
thing  venerabl  J  grotefque  in  their  appearance*  The  trunk 
of  fome  of  the  planes  ieparates  and  unites  again,  (fonning, 
a  large  di&inft  aperture),  as  do  alio  fome  of  the  larger 
branches*  The  trees,  in  fome  places,  diverge  confiderabij 
from  the  land,  leaning  acrois  the  water,  over  which  their 
aged  arms  embrace,  and  the  roots  of  the  planes  are  incor- 
porated  with  thofe  of  the  aihes,  in  fiich  a  manner,  as  if 
thej  were  determined  to  fland  and  £dl  together.  In  the 
fultry  heats  of  fummer,  thefe  trees  throw  a  cool  refreflung 
umbrage  over  the  ifland,  intercepting  the  rays  of  the  fuo, 
which  otherwife,  being  ftrongly  reflefied  &om  the  water, 
would  prove  hurtful  to  the  tender  eye.  The  ifland  itCelf  is 
a  plain  carpet  of  green,  interfperfed  with  a  few  flowering 
Ihrubs,  where  the  fidries,  in  the  times  of  fuperftition,  were 
wont  to  hold  their  moonlight  aflemblies. 

In  the  loch  of  Clunie  there  b  plenty  of  pike,  perch,  trout, 
and  eel.  The  eels  are  fometimes  caught  here  of  a  confi* 
derable  fize,  but  they  are  generally  a  troublefome  capture, 
as  they  are  apt  to  knot  and  warp  the  line  in  an  inextri- 
cable manner.  In  bright  funny  days,  when  they  come  out 
near  the  fliore,  and  are  diilinftly  feen  at  the^bottom  of  the 
ihallow  water,  they  are  fometimes  ftruck  with  the  ed- 
fpear,  which  aiSbrds  an  agreeable  amufement.  TThe  trouts 
here  grow  from  4  lb.  to  la  lb.  weight,  but  are  feldom  taken 
except  on  the  fet  liue,  or  in  the  net.  Vaft  numbers  of  the 
young  fry,  both  of  the  trout  and  perch,  are  devoured  by  the 
pike.  The  perches  here  are  numerous,  but  generally  imaU, 
and  they  are  caught  in  the  ufual  manner  with  the  rod. 
Their  bed  bait  is  the  common  red  worm,  or  a  (mall  min- 
now, and  they  take  very  well  here  in  June,  July  and  An- 
guft.     The  pike-fiflxing  begins  about  the  en4  of  March, 

and 
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andthoagh  the  pikes  are  fuppofed  to  be  inbeil  feafon  in 
March,  April  and  May,  duriag  which  time  they  bite  moft 
greedily,  yet  they  are  in  very  good  feafon  in  autumn,  and 
even  in  winter,  provided  they  could  be  then  taken  with  equal 
eafe.  Their  beft  fpring  bait  b  a  ikinned  frog,  or  rather  a 
frefli  bum  trout  about  6  or  7  inches  long ;  and  their  com- 
mon fnmmer  bait  is  a  cutting  of  a  ikinned  eel,  or  a  ikinned 
perch.  Pikes  have  been  killed  in  the  loch  of  Clunie  from  - 
Ulb.  to  241b.  or  even  3olb«  weight,  but  the  ordinary  fize 
.is  from  alb.  to  61b.  They  are  commonly  taken  either 
with  the  iet  line,  or  by  trowHngy  that  is,  with  the  rod  and 
wheel,  dragging  a  confiderable  length  of  line  with  a  large 
artificial  fly  or  baited  hook  at  the  farther  end  of  it ;  and 
in  order  to  trowl  with  fuccefs,  it  is  neceffary  that  the  fur- 
fiice  of  the  water  ihould  be  curled  by  a  gentle  breeze,  and 
that  the  boat  (honld  be  kept  all  the  while  in  a  pretty  briik 
motion,  rather  in  oppofition  to  the  wind  than  otherwife  *• 
Vol.  IX.  G  g  Birds^ 

*  Here  are  no  riyers,  bnt  fome  considerable  bams  or  brooks,  the 
Lomty.  the  Druothy,  the  Buckny^  and  the  Lanan.  The  1  omty  flows 
from  the  Loch  of  Ben-achally,  runs  about  6  miles  £.  S.  £.  through  the  hil- 
ly  parts  of  the  paiiihes  of  Clunie,  Rtnloch,  and  Rlaif  gowrie,  and,  having 
turned  five  mills  in  its  courfe,  falls  into  the  xiver  Eright,  a  little  above 
the  Caith,  a  carious  fall  of  the  river,  a  little  above  the  village  of  Blair- 
gowrie. The  bum  of  Droothy  rifes  from  the  mofs  of  Ben-achally,  fepa^ 
rates  the  barony  of  Laighwood  from  the  foreft  of  Clunie,  and  the  barony 
of  Foraetfa,  and,  after  a  rapid  courfe  of  about  3  miles  to  the  S.  £  empties 
itfelf  into  die  Lunan.  The  Buckny  takes  its  rife  from  Loch-na<cbat,  and 
falling  to  the  S.  Iv.  between  the  mountains  of  Ben-achally  and  Deuchara, 
forms  the  Doo-loch  ;  thence,  increafed  by  the  fJNrings  of  the  Ooo4och,  it 
thunders  4own  a  deep,  narrow,  rocky  den,  covered  with  wild  wood,  (call- 
/  «d  the  Den  of  Richip),  and,  feparating  the  pariflies  of  Caputh  and  Clu- 
jue.  it  enters  the  latter  in  the  park  of  Laighwood,  where  it  unites  with 
the  Lunan.  The  Lunan  itfelf  is  by  far  the  moft  confiderable  ftieam  in 
the  parifli.  CoUe^ed  from  different  fources  in  the  Grampians,  a  little  to 
Ihe  north  of  Dunkeld,  it  proceeds  eaftward,  and  forms  the  lochs  of  Craig* 
gUfli,  of  Lows,  of  fiatterftone,  of  Clunie,  vid  of  Dnunelly.    From  this 

X  lafti 


254  Statijlical  Account 

Birds  and  Beafis. — We  have  here  moft  of  the  birds  peov* 
liar  to  the  inland  parts  of  the  northern  kingdom  ;  a  catsr 
logue  of  which  is  unnecelTary.  Birds  of  prey  are  frequent, 
fnch  as  the  fparrow-hawk,  the  grey-hawk  or  hen-harxicr, 
the  kite,  and  the  large  buzzard :  The  eagle  has  been  feen, 
though  feldom,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Ben-achally.  The 
iinging  birds  are  numerous  ;  the  linnet,  the  bullfinch,  the 
l^lackbird,  the  ftarling,  and  the  thruih,  &c.  llie  hollow 
moaning  of  the  ftock-dove  gives  a  folemnity  to  the  concert 
of  the  groves.  The  notes  of  the  wood-lark  are  beard,  de- 
lightful, along  the  banks  of  the  Lunan  in  fpring  and  autumn^ 
its  noftumal  fong  has  a  dying  cadence  peculiarly  melodioos, 
and  has  often  been  miftaken  for  the  fong  of  Philomel.  Of 
the  migratory  birds,  we  have,  in  theif  proper  feafons,  the 
caprimulgus  or  goatfucker,  the  land-rail,  the  golden  crcficd 

wren, 


hft,  it  dii-ecls  its  courfe  to  the  S.  E.  and,  pafTing  by  the  Roman  encaisp- 
mcnt  near  Meiklour,  it  incrcafes  the  river  Ila,  about  half  a  mile  N.  E.  of 
the  Prastorium,  and  nearly  i  miles  N.  E.  of  the  jun(flion  of  the  Ha  and 
the  Tay.  The  courfe  of  the  Lunan  is  about  12  miles  long,  and  ibmewfaat 
refembling  a  bended  bow ;  and,  in  this  courfe,  it  forms  the  five  beautiful 
(heets  of  water  above  mentioned,  pallcs  under  five  ftonc  bridges,  turns  one 
cloth-mill,  3  fl4X-mills,  and  10  corn-mills  ;  and  divides  the  Stormont  ix^- 
to  two  parts,  nearly  equal.  The  trouts  of  the  Lunan  are  excellent,  and, 
both  in  point  of  iize,  form,  and  flavour,  much  fupcrior  to  tbofe  of  the 
hill-brooks  defciibcd  above.  This  is  owing  to  its  waters  being  deeper, 
warmer,  and  better  flieltert>l  ;  and  to  its  pailitig  ovc^  rich,  cUyey,  and 
inarly  bottoms.  It  is  ditEcult  to  angle  upon  tlie  Lunan  in  many  pliMres, 
particularly  above  the  loch  of  Clunie.  ou  account  of  the  natural  wood 
(!>verhanging  the  ilrea.ii.  At  fo-ne  of  the  falls  of  the  1  unan.  arc  placed 
arks  or  perforated  chefts,  for  the  purpofc  of  catching  the  eels.  Tbcfe  fiih 
run  down  from  loch  to  loch,  in  vaft  numbers,  efpecially  with  the  wcftcr- 
ly  wind,  in  the  dark  nights  of  Odlober,  and  are  taken  by  hundreds  in 
thefe  arks.  The  eels  are  bed  in  that  feafon  of  the  year,  and  their  fians 
^e  then  raluable  to  the  farmer  for  making  whangs  ^r  bindings  to  his 
flails.  Some  of  the  common  people  here,  on  fpraining  an  ankle ori^ 
wrift,  apply  to  the  woimd  the  flua  of  an  eel.  to  which  they  afciibc  a  pc- 
I  culiar  vijtue.    In  this  parifh,  there  is  no  fiib  caught  for  iale. 
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i^fl,  the  lapwi&g,  the  fivattow  and  martin,  tke  ftonie-chat- 
tefydie  Gockoo  and  t!it4ark»  the  fieldfare  and  fnow-fiijht,  and 
femiBtiaics,  a$  in  November  1791,  the  Bohemian  chatterer 
and  butcher-bird.  The  land74ark  haunts  oar  lochs  in  fum- 
bier,  and  great  nilmber  of  fea  mews,  pitarnies  and  gulk» 
eome  «p  in  the  Spring.  The  aqiiatic  fowls  of  the  country 
abound  here;  we  have  the  wild-duek,  the  widgeon,  the 
inaller  ^^d  larger  teal,  and  the  water  rail*  The  wild- 
geefe  reft  here,  thoiigh  rsire'ly,  on  tht  ir  paflage  ;  and  like* 
•kife  Che  wild  fwans,  (perhaps  x  a  or  18  of  them  together), 
in  their  way  to  or  ivom  Loch  Spynie  near  Elgin,  their  great 
place  of  rendezvous ;  a  few  of  them  generally  ren^ain  on « 
the  Stormont  lochs  all  the  fommer.  The  cormorant,  here 
called  the/cartf  frequents  the  ifland  in  the  loch  of  Clunie, 
and  fotnetimes  the  ofprey,  but  neither  has  been  known  to 
build  there.  The  herons  ufed  to  hltcl\  in  numbers  on  the 
trees  df  the  ifland,  but  Hot  fince  the  late  reparation  of  the 
caflle.  Of  the  fucker-birds,  the  fnipe  nelUes  here,  the 
Woodcock  comes  in  Oftober,  and  departs  in  February  or 
March;  and  the  curkw  vifits  us  in  fpring  and  autumn. 
We  have  plenty  of  the  gtejr  plover,  and  common  groufe  iri 
our  moors,  and  the  black-cock  begins  to  make  his  appear-^ 
a&ce  among  our  plantations.  The,  partridge  nefUes  in  al- 
moft  every  clover  field,  whercj  fometimes  the  poor  dam, 
while  (he  fits  on  18  or  perhaps  24  eggs,  has  her  head  cut 
rf  by  the  fcjrthe ;  a  difafter  the  more  to  be  regretted,  as  it 
cannot  be  prevented  nnlefs  her  neft  be  difcovered  and  mark- 
cd  before  the  hay-cutting  begins.  The  pheafant  was  com- 
mon here  fome  years  ago,  being  introduced  at  Dunkeld  by 
the  Athole  family.  It  became  fo  tame,  as  frequently  to 
join  the  dom^ftic  fowls  in  the  barn- yard,  and  often  there  its 
tameneis  proved  fatal  to  it.  It  was  alfo  a  good  mark,  and 
an  eafy  prey  to  the  poacher,  and  in  fpring  its  eggs  being 
depofited  rathef  earelefsly,  were,  before  hatching,  eaten 
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«p  by  the  grey-hawk  or  the  fquirrel,  (o  that  its  wholie  rsfctf 
feetnB  now  to  be  eztennipated  from  this  pari(h  and  neigh- 
bourhood. The  wild  quadrupeds  here  are  alfo  aumeroos. 
We  have  the  urchin  or  hedge-hog^  the  weaael,  the  pok-caV 
the  wild-cat,  the  badger,  the  fox,  the  rabbit,  die  hare,  the 
otter,  &c.  The  common  brown  iquirrel  begins  to  breed 
in  the  woods ;  it  was  alfo  introduced  at  Dunkeld  by  the 
late  Duke  of  Athole,and  has  unfortunately  done  much  ham 
to  the  finging  birds.  A  few  roes  haunt  die  park  of  Laigh- 
wood ;  and,  in  diftrefling  winters,  the  red  deer  appear  is 
the  foreft  of  Chmie,  and  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  difirift. 

Plants. — ^Here  the  botanift  wiU  find  but  few  of  the  rarer 
indigenous  plants:  If, however, pleafnre or curiofity flioold 
lead  him  this  way  in  July  or  Augufi,  he  may  take  a  morn- 
ing fail  on  the  loch  of  Clunie  -,  while  he  fteers  his  barge 
flowly  by  **  thofe  deep  beds  of  whifpering  reeds,"  that  in 
fome  places,  grow  fo  thick  as  to  feem  almoft  impervious,  he 
will  obferve,  among  other  water-plants,,  the  lobelia-dort- 
manna,  for  which  the  Stormont  lochs  are  remarkabk. 
He  will  alfo  find  the  buUruih,  the  equifotum  fluriatile  (wa- 
ter horfe-tail),  the  furpus,  (rufh-grais),  and  a  variety  of  the 
potamogiton,  (pond- weed) :  But  his  eye  will  be  charmed  by 
the  luxuriant  appearance  of  the  nymphsea  lutea  and  alba, 
(white  and  yellow  water  lilly),  blended  together  over  the  fur- 
face  of  the  water,  and  arrayed  in  a  fplendor  fuperior  to  "  So- 
lomon's in  all  his  glory  *•"  Having^  pafled  the  calm  funny 
morning  among  thefe  his  aquadc  companions,  the  admirer 
of  vegetable  nature  may  betake  himfelf  to  the  adjoining 
manfe,  and  there  breakfaft  with  an  humble  countiy  clergy- 
man on  tea,  bread  and  butter,  and  water-crefies.    After 
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diifay  he  and  the  parfon  maj  walk  forth  together  along  the 
meadow  of  Clunie,  till  they  come  to  the  hank  of  the  Ltf-* 
aan.  Here,  turning  their  faces  wefiward,  let  them  enter 
^  the  windings  of  the  woodj  vale;"  let  ttiem  trac6  up  the 
bordeTS  of  the  Lunan  ^  let  them  ezaniine  the  park  of  Laigk- 
wood,  and  afcend  the  den  of  Richip"*,  and  thus  faunter  »- 
way  the  heat  of  noon  '*  among,  the  lowly  children  of  the 
fliade/'  Leaving  the  woody  den,  let  them  hie  to  the  he»- 
tfay  hill ;  let  them  climb  the  brow  of  Ben-achally,  where 
Ihey  will  find  plenty  of  the  arbutas  uva^  urfi,  (bear  bcrry)^ 
and  there  alfo  they  may  tafle  the  delicious  juice  of  the  vac- 
dnium,  vitis  idsa,  (die  whortle  berry,  or  Highland  breighw 
lac)^  From  Ben-adially,  let  them  dired  their  wandering 
fieps  N.  W.  to  CraigiheaJy  and  dine  on  fimple,  hofpitable 
&re  ia  the  mofl;  dtftant  and  moft  Celtic  habitation  of  the 
parifh.  Thence  let  them  bend  their  courfe  to  Lochnaohat» 
and  firom  that  northwards  along  the  fummits  of  the  hills, 
picking  up  here  and  there  a  plant  of  the  rubus  chamsemorus, 
(the  averan  or  Highland  oidh'rac);  and,  if  its  fruit  be  ripe, 
diey  will  find  it  veryrefirefliing.  Wheeling  about  to  the 
right,  at  the  north  weftern  extremity  of  the  diftri£t,  let 
tiiem  defcend  through  the  foreft  along  the  Bvannatiref 
where,  if  fatigued  and  thirfty,  they  may  paufe  a  moment, 
and  regak  themfelves  with  the  fruit  of  the  empetrum-ni- 
grum,  (crow-berry),  that  grows  there  in  abundance.  Pro- 
ceeding S.  £*  along  the  hDl,  if  they  mark  well,  they  may 
have  the  happinels  of  finding  a  (pecimen  of  the  white* 
lowering  heath,  which  they  may  clap  into  their  botanical 
box,  if  by  this  time  it  can  hold  it.  When  they  get  down 
to  the  Craig  of  Fometh,  provided  they  have  not  left  the 
fim  and  light  of  day  behind  them,  they  may  there  gather 

and 
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«fid  eat  %  few  jumper^befrief  bj  waj  of  a  ftomachic ;  9&i 
wbeo  they  arrive  at  the  parfoaage  of  Clunie  in  the  daflL, 
tbej  will  feel  an  appethe  for  fappec,  after  wkidi 
tbey  may  expeft  to  enjoj  rery  comfertaUe  aad  refireAiing 
ihimbers.  In  this  day's  ezeurfioa,  the  pspil  of  linnaras  wifl 
have  that  general  view  of  lotir  Flora,  which  the  ttme  and 
fpace  prefcribed  to  this  TQeoMir  wiU  not  allow  iti  autboi' 
to  particularize. 

The  eriophorum  vaginatwmand'eriophonmipaljrftachiiam, 
(cottan-grafs),  whitens  our  moff^s.  Tbeiiheep  are  faid  ta 
be  very  fond  of  it  in  the  ^ring  before  it  flowers,  when  it 
is  beUeved  to  be  very  good  for  them :  This  is  the  '^  down 
of  Cana/*  of  Oflian,  and  forms  a  beautiful  fimtly  in  hk 
^ftly-celebrated  poems.  It  carries  a  large  filamentous 
floiver,  whiter  and  fofter  than  cotton,  and  its  filamoit  makes 
an  admirable  obje& .  for  microfcopical  obfervation.  The 
nieoyanthes  trifoliata,  (marih-triibil),  abounds  on  the  ikins 
of  our  lochs  and  mires ;  early  in  the  fpring,  it  throws  up  a 
beautiful  flower  with  five  fringed  petals:  This  plant  is  ufed 
in  decoAion  and  infufion,  and  is  reckoned  a  good  antiicor- 
butic.  The  athamanta  meum,  (fpighel),  hera  caUed  moi« 
ken  or  muilcionn,  ^rows  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  barony 
C^Laighwood,  and  in  the  foreft  of  Clunie.  The  High- 
landers chew  the  root  of  it  like  liquorice  or  tobacco.  It  is 
bei>  in  winter  and  fpring,  before  its  radical  leaves  appear. 
It  flowers  in  June  and  July,  and  grows  in  great  plenty  in 
fome  of  the  glens  to  the  northward  of  this,  particularly  in 
Glcnfliee,  Glenbeg,  and  Glencluny,  by  the  fides  of  the 
Mar-road.  The  root  of  this  plant,  when  dried  and  maftx^ 
cated,  throws  out  ftrong  effluvia,  which  are  thought  a 
powerful  antidote  againft  contagious  air,  and  it  is  recom- 
amended  by  fome  in  goutifh  and  gravellifli  complaints.  The 
vaccbium  myrtillus,  (blae-berry),  of  which  excellent  jam 
may  be  made^  and  the  fragaria,  (wild  nraw-berry)^  grow 
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IQ  feveral  plac93  bore  U  grea«  abwdaoot,  as  alio  tin  tt^eii* 
talis  £arc^;>«a»  and  the  polygonom'  viviparumi  &c* 

Siruis  and  7rees. — ^The  juaipems  communis  vru  men- 
tioned  xmder  the  article  of  planta,  a  goo4  deal  of  it  grows 
here*  and  to  the  weftward,  on  the  bafe  q(  the  bills.  Some 
times  the  poor  people  gather  the  fn^  of  it  in  confiderable 
quantities,  and  carry  it  to  Dundee,  ivhere  thej  fell  it  at 
ihoat  I  s«  the  peck.  When  it  is  ripe,  they  fpread  a  cloth 
under  the  branch,  and  beat  down  the  berries  with  a  flick. 
A  little  of  this  fruit  taken  in  the  morning  before  break£aft» 
is  bid  to  be  as  good  as  a  dram,  probably  it  is  much  better, 
being  an  es^ceUent  ftomachic.  The  fmol^e  of  the  juniper 
is  thought  to  be  d^ftruftive  to  moths  and  bugs,  none  of  the 
latter  of  which  are  ever  found  in  this  part  of  the  country. 
Some  of  the  common  people  here  make  an  infufion  of  the 
juniper-berry,  which  they  ufe  for  tea  ;  perhaps  it  might  be, 
in  many  cafes,  a  good  fubftitute  for  Bohea,  and  fully  as 
conducive  both  to  health  and  to  ftreagth.  Being  in  every 
form  a  powerful  diuretic,  it  is  highly  proper  to  be  ufed  in 
every  cafe  where  there  are  any  indications  of  a  calcareous 
diatheiis.  The  broom  abounds  here :  It  blooms  in  June  j 
and  at  that  time,  the  butter,  made  from  the  milk  of  the' 
cows  that  feed  upon  its  bloflbms,  partakes  in  a  high  de- 
gree of  their  beautiful  tin&ure.  The  furze  is  alfo  frequent, 
of  which  horfes  are  exceedingly  fond  in  winter  *,  and  while 
they  feed  on  it,  it  is  obfervcd,  that  they  never  catch 
cold.  On  the  banks  of  the  Lunan,  there  is  a  fhrub,  liere 
called  the  hack  berry,  (prunus  padus)  that  carries  beauti- 
fill  flowers,  which  are  fucceeded  by  a  clufler  of  fine  black* 
berries ;  they  are  fweet  and  lufcious  to  the  .tafie,  but  their 
particular  qualities  are  not  known.  In  the  pariih  of  Laigh* 
Wood  we  meet  with  plenty  of  the  black  floe,  *  hich  ripens 
))ere  in  Odober  and  November :  The  common  people  eat 
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it  plentifuUj,  (f wallowing  the  done  along  with  the  pd^,) 
«fteeiTUiig  it  a  good  pectoral,  and  ufeful  in  pulmonary  and 
iaRhiuatic  complaints.  The  park  of  Laighwood  produces 
«lfo  the  viburnum  opuhis,  or  water  elder,  the  hawthorOi 
the  hipthoniy  the  wild  rafp,  and  the  bramble  in  varieties. 
In  fome  places  the  fweet-brier  is  found.  The  park  of 
Laighwood  was  famous  for  hazel-nuts,  fuperior  in  tafte, 
though  not  in  fize,  to  the  Spaniih  nuts.  There  alfo  we  find 
the  foreftcrab  in  rarieties;  in  fome  places  it  bears  pretty 
large  and  beautiful  apples,  nearly  of  the  fize  oi  oflms ; 
Some  of  thefe  plants  appear  to  have  fprung  from  the  feed 
of  grafted  apples,  ftolen  firom  the  garden  or  orchard  by  the 
wild  birds.  We  have  likewife  the  myrica  *,  (gale),  and 
varieties  of  the  falix  or  willow-tribe. — The  larger  indige- 
nous trees  of  the  diflrid  are  the  alder,  along  the  wet 
grounds ;  the  bark  of  it  is  ufeful  in  dying  purple ;  and 
were  this  wood  thinned  in  proper  time,  and  permit- 
ted to  grow  to  a  proper  fize,  it  would  make  beautiful 
and  durable  flooring  for  rooms,  being  previoufly  fawed  out 
to  a  due  thicknefs,  laid  under  mo(s-water  for  about  fix 
weeks,  and  then  dried  in  the  fliade.  We  have  alfo  the  ' 
^  holly,  fo  valuable  in  veneering  -,  of  the  bark  of  which  the 
beft  bird-lime  is  made :  In  the  park  of  Laighwood  it  rifes 
in  large  copfes,  owing  to  its  branches  fpreading  along  the 
wet  ground,  and  ftriking  root  at  the  joints,  Tbeiis  copfes 
form  agreeable  obje6b  in  the  winter  fnow,  and  are  very  care- 
fully prelcrved  by  the  noble  proprietor,  the  Duke  of 
Athole.  The  birch  is  a  native  here,  and  alfo  the  QsirrpW 
leaved  fervice,  the  a(h,  the  plane,  and  the  oak,  of  which  laft 
the  bark  is  fo  ufeful  in  the  tanning  of  leather.  The  oak 
wood  of  this  country  is  cut  down  once  every  20  or  24 
years,  by  the  wood  cutting  companies,  who  purchafe  it, 

with 

m  UM  in  decodioQ  bj  the  Highlanders,  as  an  aoddote  againd  woimt. 
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withcertaixl  rcfervationsy  from  the  proprietors,  and  fend 
the  bark  to  a  great  diftance,  to  Dundee,  Forfar,  Brechin, 
&c.  where  the  tanners  receive  it  generallj  at  the  rate  of 
10 d.  or  IS.  the  ftone  weight.  The  wood-cvtters  do  not 
draw  fuch  profits  from  this  hufinefs  now,  as  they  did  for- 
merly, owing  partly  to  the  proprietors  of  the  oak  beco- 
ming of  late  more  fenfible  of  its  value,  partly  to  different 
companies  fetting^  up  in  oppofition  to  one  another,  and 
partly  to  fome  of  the  members  of  the  fame  company  not 
paying  due  attention  to  their  particular  departments ;  by 
which  means  the  company  at  large  fometimes  fuftains  very 
material  loflTes.  It  is  therefore  probable,  that,  this  trade 
win  foon  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  proprietors  themfelves ; 
and  that  the  woodcutters,  who  have  generally  fariris, 
from  which  this  bufinels  draws  off  their  attention  in  the 
&mmer  months,  will  find  their  account  in  abandoning  it, 
and  m  betaking  themfelves  to  the  lels  precarious  occupa* 
tien  of  cultivating  and  improving  their  pofleifions  *• 

Vol.  IX*  H  h  Seats^ 

*  The  natorai  wood  6f  tiiis  parifli  is  much  decayed.  In  many  banks, 
and  angles  of  fields,  it  has  very  properly  given  way  to  the  plough.  The 
cattle  are  generally  permitted  to  browfe  the  infant  ihoots,  and  thereby  to 
returd  their  growth.  The  Hinted  ftems  having,  after  a  ilruggle  of  feve- 
ral  years,  got  above  the  reach  of  the  cattle,  are  fuffcred  to  rife  in  too 
great  numbers  on  One  Hock ;  which  greatly  hurts  the  quality,  as  well  as 
dimtniihes  the  quantity  of  the  bark.  The  wood  bemg  fo  frequently  cut, 
and  the  ftocks  laid  bare,  the  rife  of  the  natural  juices  is  thereby  leflened 
or  prevented.  Befides,  it  may  be  fuppofed  that,  independent  of  the  na- 
tural duration  of  the  particular  fpecies  of  wood,  according  to  the  nature 
if  the  foil  tfaait  bears  it,  the  ground  that  produces  trees,  like  the  ground 
tiiatfocceffively  produces  any  other  eihaufting  crop,  muft,  in  a  certain 
number  of  years,  become  wafted  and  fatigued,  and  confequently  muft  re- 
quire a  certain  period  of  repofe,  before  it  be  able  to  produce  fuch  crops 
again.  To  fome  fuch  caufes  as  thefe,  it  muft  be  owing,  that  this  country 
does  not  produce  one  half  of  the  natural  wood  now,  that  it  appears  to 
k*Te  produced  fome  hundred  yetr^  ago. 
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Seats,  GardiHs  and  Plantaitfrnt^f-'^t  the  fiTft,  diere  ait 
three  that  merit  deibription.  Forneth,  the  feat  of  Thomat 
Elder,  £fq;  to  wbofe  beneficence  and  public  fpirit  hii 
friends  and  his  country  are  much  indebted,  flnnds  on  the 
N.  W.  bank  of  the  loch  of  Clunie,  on  a  fine  elevatiaor 
commanding  a  fimally  but  beautifnl  profped  of  the  xflaai, 
the  Ioch|.and  the  adjacent  grounds.  The  Lnnaa,  waflingi 
in  gentle  meanders,  the  foot  of  the  bank,  fteals  fiaftl j  iiit» 
the  loch,  a  little  below  the  honfe.  The  bank  itfelf;  ci- 
vered  with  verdure,  and  interfperfed  with  trees,  has  an 
eafj  and  elegant  flope  from  the  houfe  to  the  fiuface  of  die 
water,  which,  expanding  idelf  into  a  large  tranflnedat 
plain,  gives  the  inverted  landicape  a  mild  and  pi&uefipe 
appearfnce.  A  beautiful  new  garden,  promifing  abon- 
dance  of  good  fruit,  lies  warm  and  low  at  the  foot  of  the 
bank,  about  200  jar^  S.  W.  from  the  houfe.  This  gar- 
den is  ddUned  to  receive  within  its  bofom  a  £mall  ftreamkt 
from  the  Lunan ;  which,  after  winding  flowlj  along,  and 
forming  ponds  in  its  courfe,  is  to  have  its  outlet  near  the 
S.  £.  angle  of  the  garden,  where  it  will  again  unite  with 
its  parent  ftream.  The  houfe  is  new,  elegant  and  commo- 
dious, flieltered  with  trees,  and  well  dreiled  fields,  that 
fweU  above  one  another  to  a  confiderable  hei^t.  Thefe 
fields  have  been  all  taken  in  from  a  rude  ftate  of  nature,  bj 
the  prefent  proprietor,  and  his  father,  who  was  the  fiift 
man  that  began  to  dear  rough  grounds  in  the  higher  parts 
of  this  parifli.  Here,  about  jO  years  ago,  little  dfe  was 
to  be  fcen  but  broom,  fiirze,  briers,  thorns  and  flones. — 
Clunie  cafUe,  on  the  iiland  of  the  loch  of  Clunie,  was  men- 
tioned  above,  as  being  an  occafional  fnmmer  refidence  of 
the  Earl  of  Airly.  It  was  built  about  the  beginning  of 
the  1 6th  century,  by  George  Brown,  Biihop  of  Dunkdd^ 
and  was  one  of  his  favourite  feats  or  palaces.  It  feldooa 
fails  to  attraft  the  attention  of  the  fknnger,  who  generally 
3  ft9P» 
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tops  Iwre  to  fee  it.    The  moft  remarkable  ctrcumftancea 
about  it  are,  its  infular  fituatioo,  the  thicknels  of  its  wal^ 
(aboot  9  feet  at  the  furface  of  the  groimd),  and  its  being 
reckoned  the  birth   place  of  the  *  admirable  Crichton. 
From  the  windows  of  the  dining  room,  the  fpedator  has  a 
pka&nt  view  of  the  loch,  with  the  houfe  and  grounds  of 
Forneth,  which  are  here  feen  to  great  advantage ;  and  a 
wild  romantic  glen,  ftretching  N.  W.  towards  the  High- 
luidSi  and  terminating  in  a  bold  range  of  the  Grampian 
mountains.      Lord  Airly  fometimes  refides  here  a  few 
weeks  during  the  fiihing  feafon,  and  has  a  net  here,  which 
IS  never  nfed  but  when  the  family  are  on  the  ifland.     The 
neighbouring  gentlemen  are  permitted  the  privilege  of  rod- 
fifliing  and  pleafare  boats.  On  the  weftem  Ihore  of  the  loch, 
hisLordfliip  has  a  good  kitchen -garden  and  nurferj,  together 
with  an  orchard,  lately  indofed,  and  planted  with  a  variety 
of  fruit-trees,  all  in  a  profperous  condition.-— On  the  other 
£de  of  the  hill,  and  about  a  mile  and  a  half  S.  S.  £.  of 
Clunie  caftle,  on  a  fouthem  declivity,  and  well  fheltered 
from  every  cold  and  ftormy  blafi,  is  ^ourdie,  the  feat  of 
David  Kinloch,  £fq;  It  is  a  large,  convenient  and  fubftantial 
houfe,  beautifully  fituated ;    the  profped  it  enjoys  is  de- 
lightful.   Immediately  under  your  eye  you  fee  the  level, 
rich,  and  well  cultivated  eflate  of  Delvin,  with  the  magni- 
ficent houfe  of  that  name,  rifing  on  a  woody  bank  about 
14  mile  to  the  S.     From  the  foot  of  the  bank  of  Delvin, 
you  behold  the  river  Tay  winding  eaftward  in  Aately  me- 
anders towards  Meiklour,  and  there  receiving  the  Ila  at 
the  old  cafUe  of  Kinclaven.    In  the  middle  fcene  you  have 
a  diftinA  view  of  the  broadeft  part  of  Strathmore,  from 
Bimam  on  your  right-hand  to  Dunfinnan  on  your  left; 

and 

*  This  will  be  mor^  ^uticulvrly  taken  notice  of  under  the  aftiple  of 
^ninent  men. 
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and  in  the  back  ground  jou  perceive  the  green  finnmits  of 
the  Ochilb,  ftretching  weftward  from  the  neighbourhood 
of  Perth,  to  where  they  decline  at  the  fcene  of  the  battle 
of  Sberiflfmuir  near  Dunblane.    Mr  Kinloch,  too,  has  dooe 
much  in  the  way  of  improvement  \.  his  grounds  are  well 
laid  out  -,  his  lawn  has  a  rich  appearance,  and  feeds  excel- 
lent mutton ;  his  garden,  at  the  foot  of  the  lawn,  is  one 
of  the  warmeft  and  earlieft  in  the  county  ;  and  the  amphi* 
theatre  of  wood,  that  embraces  the  houfe  and  the  lawn,  i$ 
highly  diverfified,  and   produces  a  very  agreeable  effed. 
Thefe  gentlemen  have  contributed  much  to  the  melioration 
and  embellifhment  of  this  pariih.     Many  of  its  emin^cies, 
fit  for  nothing  elfe,  are  already  planted  with  trees  adapted 
to   the   foil ;    and   thefe  plantations,  projeSed  from  the 
Grampians  on  the  border  of  the  Great  Strath,  will,  in  at 
few  years  hence,  become  grand  and  confpicuoiis  objeds. 
For  the  plantation  on  the  top  of  the  hill  of  Gourdy,  we  are 
indebted  to  the  late  Mr  Mackenzie  of  Delvio,  who  was, 
without  exception,  the  firft  improver  of  this  country.  Lord 
Airly  has  lately  e^aended  a  broad  belt  of  black  firs,  mixed 
with  the  birch  and  the  larix,  along  the  whole  fomroit  of 
|:he  Craig  of  Clunie.     Not  many  years  ago,  Mr  Elder  of 
Forneth  incloled  and  planted  nearly  loo  acres  ot  the  fore- 
hill  ;  and  this  plantation,  thougti  one  of  the  moft  elevated 
in  the  county,  is  thriving  very  well.     From  the  vicinity 
of  Perth,  x6  miles  to  the  fouthward,  it  appears  a  large, 
dark-green  fquare,  afibrding,  in  the  winter  fiipw,  an  agree- 
able relief  to  the  eye  even  at  that  diftance.     Mr  Elder 
intends  to  continue  it  along  the  whole  extent  of  the  hill 
weftward,  till  it  join  the  Duke  of  Athole's  march,  at  the 
barony  of  Laighwood.     This  large  wood,  lined  longitudi- 
nally along  its  fummit  with  larixes,  and  crofled  here  and 
there  with  ftrips  of  the  lamei  lb  as  to  ihelter  the  com- 

moQ 
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moQ  £»!  &c.  from  the  inclemencies  of  the  N.  and  S* 
would  exhibit,  in  a  very  fhort  timci  one  of  the  maft  ftri- 
king  objeds  on  the  whofe  bafis  of  the  Grampian  mountainSi 
Snch  improvements  as  thefe,  for  which  this  pariih  (and 
many  other  fuch  places  in  Scotland)  affords  abundance  of 
room,  are  at  once  a  proof  of  the  good  tafte  and  liberal  fpi- 
lit  of  the  landholders.  While  they  beautify  the  country, 
and  add  warmth  to  the  climate,  they  promife  to  contribute 
greatly  to  the  comfort  and  conveniency  of  the  inhabitants, 
by  the  fuel  they  will  fumiih  when  the  peat  mofles  are  ex* 
haufted,  as  well  as  by  the  wood  they  will  fupply  for  build- 
ing and  repairing  their  houfes.  At  the  fame  time,  that 
many  of  our  bleak  and  barren  moors  might  eafily  be  co- 
vered with  pines,  &c.  attention  might  be  paid  to  many 
little  fleep  banks  on  the  lower  grounds  by  the  fide  of 
brooks  and  rivulets,  where  neither  the  plough  nor  the 
cattle  can  reach,  but  where  the  foil  is  rich,  and  warm,  and 
deep :  Thefe  fpots  might  be  aU  planted  with  the  beech, 
the  elm,  the  plane,  the  afh,  &c.  which  are  fo  ufeful  and  ne- 
ceflary  to  the  country  in  general^  and .  to  the  hulbandmaa 
in  particular, 

State  of  Hujbandry.'^t  is  only  of  late  years  that  the 
knowledge  of  agriculture,  and  the  fpirit  of  improvement, 
began  to  difplay  themfelves  in  this  pariih.  The  people 
in  general  having  no  profped  of  emolument  to  roufe  their 
attention,  and  no  example  of  induftry  fet  them  by  their  fu« 
periors,  fquandered  away  their  time,  either  in  doing  no- 
thing at  all,  or  in  doing  nothing  to  the  purpofe.  Their 
grounds  fcratched  over  once  a-year,  without  receiving  half 
the  neceflary  manure,  and  perpetually  crofled  with  oats 
and  barley  alternately,  were  reduced  to  a  caput  mortuum. 
The  lands  were  no  where  fubdivided  nor  ii)clofed.  The 
^mer,  if  he  may  be  palled  fo,  had  his  crooked  ridges  eve- 
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tf  ^here  tirarped  tiiroogh  the  crod&ed  ridges  of  bis  iMiglu 
bottr ;  and  tiie  countr j  being  open  in  winter  as  well  m  m 
iiimmer,  all  things  were  common,  and  men  and  beafls  were 
at  £berty  to  pre/  upon  one  another.    Happily  for  the 
place,  the  pleafttre,  acid  the  adrantage  of  the  people;  the 
fcene  has  now  aflmoid  -  another  and  a  better  appeara&o& 
Commonties  and  runrigs  are  done  away ;  the  &rms  begin 
to  be  reduced  to  fome  form,  and  the  marches  to  be  fireigbt- 
ed.    Each  man  begins  to  know  his  own,  and  to  have  it  in 
his  power  to  improve  it.   Wet  grounds  are  drabed ;  rough 
grounds  are  cleared  y  ftone-fences  are  built,  and  hedges  are 
planted*    Marl  is  brought  from  the  neighbouring  pariihes,  of 
Kinkich  and  Caputh  ;  lime  from  the  ihore  of  Perth  ;  rich 
clays  are  applied  to  fand,  and  a  good  permanent  foil  form- 
ed|  where  there  was  no  foil  before ;  green  crc^  begin  to 
be  raifed,  and  a  regular  rotation  of  crops  begins  in  £bme 
places  to  be  underftood.    Many  new  implements  of  hnf- 
bandry,  common  in  the  low  country,  are*  now  introduced 
here ;  many  old  prejudices,  that  had  long  retarded  the  pro* 
grels  of  improvement,  are  laid.afide ;  and  here,  as  in  other 
places,  the  farmer  begins  to  find  his  account,  in  following 
the  good  example  of  thofe  who  are  wifer  and  more  expe- 
rienced than  himfelf.^In  the  courfe  of  the  laft  40  yean» 
(during  which  time  there  has  been  a  confiderable  revolu- 
tion of  the  property),  the  rents  are  in  mod  [daces  doubled, 
and  in  fome  places  tripled,  and,  which  was  not  the  cafe  be- 
fore,  regularly  paid  on  a  certain  day.  The  farmers  are  more 
independent  of  their  landlords  on  that  account ;  and  though 
in  every  refped  the  expenfe  of  living  has  more  than  kept 
pace  with  the  rife  of  the  rents,  it  is  a  fafl,  that  both  them? 
felves  and  their  families  are  better  lodged,  better  drefied, 
and  better  fed  than  ever.     Thefe  remarks  are  applicable  to 
the  tenants  in  general,  and  they  are  particularly  applicable 
to  a  few,  leading,  aftive,  and  ienfible  men,  who  arc  happi- 
ly diftributed  in  diflerent  departments  of  the  diftriA,  and 

who 
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wlio  have  botb  the  inclination  and  the  power  to  fet  an  ex- 
ample of  judicious  induftrj  to  their  more  indolent  and  lefs 
intelligent  neighbours.  Such  men  as  thefe  are  of  great  confe- 
quence,  efpecially  in  a  comer  of  the  country,  where  the  farm- 
ingy  notwithftanding  what  has  been  faid  in  its  behalf^  is 
ftiU  to  be  confidered  as  only  in  a  ftate  of  infancy.  They 
have  a  claim  to  protedion  and  encouragement  from  their 
landlords  in  particular,  with  whom  they  co-operate  in  eve* 
ry  liberal  plan  of  improvement,  and  they  acquire  a  title  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  community  at  large)  by  making  com 
and  grafs  grow,  where  neither  graft  nor  com  ever  grew  be- 
fore. The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  is  about  L.  4000  Scots 
money.  The  real  rent  is  not  fo  eafily  afcertained,  as  a 
good  deal  of  it  is  paid  in  vidual,  &c.  Computing  the 
viAual,  however,  at  about  15  s.  the  boll,  which  is  nearly 
Ae  medium  price  here  for  the  lail  7  years,  the  whole  rent 
of  the  pariifa  amounts  to  upwards  of  L.  2000  Sterling. 
We  obferved,  that  in  the  year  1791,  the  arable  part  of  the 
diftrift  comprehended  1555  acres,  which  were  then  cropped 
as  follows : 

Acres. 
Ib  oats  and  barley,  each  nearly  ia  an  equal 

qoantity,             -             -             -  1554 

In  peafe,  potatoes,  aad  turnip,             -  205 

la  flax,                      -                      -  44 

la  artificial  grafles,                -                -  375 

In  iahad  paflase,            -            -            -  377 

The  Sums  in  general  are  fioiall  7  None  of  them  rent  a« 
bove  100  Sterling,  and  the  greater  part  of  them  are  under 
lit  50.    Each  plough^  at  an  averagCi  turns  annually  about 

a; 
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27  acres ;  and  the  rent  of  the  infield  acre  varies  according 
to  the  quality  of  the  foil,  &c.  from  10  s.  to  20  s.  I1ie  pa- 
riih,  befides  fuppljiug  *  itfelf,  exports  a  quanuty  of  vidiial 
to  Dunkeld  and  the  Highlands.  The  ftaple  grain  is  oats 
and  barlej,  (about  a  botl  of  feed  to  the  acre),  each  of 
which  yields,  at  a  medium,  4 — 5  returns.^  More  green 
crops  would  be  raifed  were  there  more  inclofures,  of 
which  laft,  the  great  advantage  is  every  day  felt  and  ac« 
knowledged.  The  turnips  are  but  lately  introduced  here, 
and  none  of  them  are  fown  in  the  broad-cad.  The  farm- 
ers are  not  yet  fufficiently  apprized  of  the  great  propriety  of 
thinning  them  out  in  due  feafon  to  proper  diflances  in  the 
drills,  by  which  negled  they  are  prevented  from  fwelling 
to  their  proper  fize.  Potatoes  are  becoming  a  favourite 
crop,  and  they  a£Ford  food  to  the  people  during  a  great  part 
of  the  winter.  In  a  few  places  yams  f  begin  to  be  raifed, 
of  which  both  the  horfes  and  cows  are  remarkably  fond. 
The  cows,  when  fed  with  yams,  give  better  milk  than 
when  they  are  fed  on  clover  or  turnips,  and  the  yam-milk 
has  no  foreign  tafte.  Summer-faUowing  is  little  prafiifed, 
'  and,  by  confequence,  the  ground  is  in  many  places  foul.  The 
couch-grais  eztrads  the  fubftance  from  the  manure,  and  chokes 
the  crop.  Were  more  of  the  grounds  inclofed,  that  rotation 
of  crops,  which  now  begins  to  be  known  and  approved 
of,  would  become  more  general ;  and  till  this  be  the  cafe, 
farming  cannot  be  carried  to  any  high  degree  of  perfedion. 
The  following  rotation,  which  is  well  known  in  England, 
and  in  many  parts  of  the  lowlands,  has  been  lately  tried 
here,  on  a  imall  fcale,  with  very  confiderable  fnccels.  The 

£uin,- 

*  Here  we  do  not  include  the  coniiimpt  of  four  fmall  ftills»  of  30  gtl- 
Ions  each. 

f  The  Surinam  potato  i3  here  called  by  that 
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iamK  IS'  iiiclofed  and  dividbd  iiita  4'  partSj  nearly  equal ; 
and  the  hi&ory  of  i-4th  esqplaifis  the  hiilorj  of  the  whole* 
Firft  year,  fummer  fiallow,  if  the  ground  be  foul ;  or,  if 
ckflD)  p«afd|  poiaCbeGy  and  turnip.  Secohd-  year,  all  the 
dung  of  the  fiurm,  trith  barley  and  grafs^  feeds.  Third 
y«ar,  gtaft.  FourCb  year,  oats.  Then  rebooimence.  By 
adhering:  to  thia  plati,  the  oata  have  already  yielded  the 
tidvand'the  barley  the  Y<Scfa  retum;  and  as  no  two  white 
csops  inMMdiate]^  fiiccead  one  another,  the  giround  can  ne^ 
ver  be  eadituifted.-«lfn  the  higher  pans  of  the  pariih,  the 
old  Scots  plough  is  ilill  ufed,  with  4  horfes  a-breaft,  and 
the  driver  going  backwards  between  the  2  middle  horfes. 
la  the  lower  and  fmoother  grounds,  the  low-country 
plough,  with  the  cafl-iron  mould-board,  is  becoming  fa« 
fluonable,  drawn  by  a  Horfes  without  a  driver..  About  30  • 
years  ago,  it  was  not  uncommon  here  to  fee  8  or  10  oxen, 
and  2  horfes,  all  yoked  to  one  plough  ;  but  there  is  at  pre- 
f(yit  no  cattle-plough  in  the  parifh.  The  horfes  are  of  a  ^ 
middle  fize ;  and  the  iingle  horfe  carts  are  found  by  expe- 
rience to  be  preferable  to  the  double  ones.  ^The  cattle,  ex- 
cepting a  few  of  a  larger  fize  that  are  fed  in  gentlemens  in- 
clofures,  are  the  fmall  black  Scots  cattle,  weighing  from  16 
to  24  fione.  A  good  many  of  thefe  are  fold  every  year 
from  the  pariih ;  but  neither  the  cattle  nor  fheep  trade  are 
carried  on  to  any  ext«nt.  There  are  in  the  pariih  about 
1018  iheep,  and  of  thefe  a  few  are  of  the  Cheviot  breed. 
The  ntimber  of  the  cattle  amounts  nearly  to  1200-,  but 
fome  of  the  fmaller  farms  appear  to  be  rather  overilocked. 
There  are  in  all  about  337  horfes  \  ahd  attention  begins  to 
t)e  paid  to  the  improving  of  the  breed  of  both  die  iheep, 
horfes  and  cattlfc.  TTie  number  of  ploughs  is  79,  of  which 
the  greater  part  are  the  old  Scotch  ploughs,  and  the  num- 
VoL.IX.  li  bcr 
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ber  of  the  carts  is  243,  chiefly  i  horfe  carts,  the  whetf 
from  48  to  51  inches  diameter*. 

Populatioft. — According  tothe  return  made  to  Dr  Web- 
fier,  the  number  of  fouls  was  then  905^ — From  the  late  ex- 
tenfidn  of  agriculture,  and  from  the  Jiumber  of  new  houfes, 
which  are  more  than  an  overbalance  to  the  number  of  oil 
ones  thrown  down,  the  inhabitants  haiV'e  been  for  ibme  time 
pa(^  increafing.  The  following  enumeration  was  made 
with  exa£)^nefs,  and  holds  good  for  NoTember  1791. 

Average  births  for  the 

laft  7  years,         -  2S 

Ditto,  deaths  for  ditto,  18 

Ditto,  marriages  for  do*  i» 

Families,  -  144 

Average    perfons    to 

each  family,  -  6-^7 
Average  children  to       , 

ditto,  -  -  4 — 5 
Subtenants, 

*  The  wages  of  amafon  a-day  is  i  s.  lod. ;  of  a  carpenter,  z  s.  6  d. ; 
of  a  dav-labourer,  from  10  d.  to  i  s. ;  of  a  reaper,  in  harveft,  is.;  of  a 
tailor,  8  d  The  following  table  exhibits  a  comparitive'view  of  the  ex- 
pence  of  living  here  in  the  years  1740  and  I7s^i- 

The  annual  wages  of  a  male-fenraat.     L,i  t&    o  L.7  zo    o— L.io    o« 
of  a  female-fervant,    o  1 2    o      50    o—      3  ze  • 


Tot  J  inha  itants. 

ICT37 

Mal^s, 

S^i 

Fcm.iles, 

534 

Under  6  years. 

162 

From  6  to  30, 

502 

3c— fo. 

297 

—60  -*  70, 

5a 

18 

8d  — 90, 

5 

t 

Price  of  a  farm-horfe. 

4    0 

0 

z8    0    0 

of  a  fat  Highland  cow,^ 

z  zo 

0 

4  10    0 

of  a  good  dietp,. 

0    % 

6 

0  zi    6 

of  a  good  hen, 

0     0 

»4 

0    0  zo 

a  dozen  of  eggs, 

0  0 

z 

003 

a  cart  or  coup, 

0  Z4 

0 

4  ^0    0 

a  plough. 

0    4 

6 

%    %    0 

Other  articles  of  living,  and  implements  of  hufbandry,  are  nearly  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  ftated  in  the  preceding  table,  uA  moft  of  tbcm  nfii^ 
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Subtenants,    includbg 

Slater, 

z 

their  families, 

154 

Butcher, 

z 

Men  fervants. 

95 

Millers, 

s 

Maid  fervants, 

59 

Gardeners, 

3 

Wrights,  incL  apprent. 

21 

Day-labourers, 

5 

Mafons,  do. 

IX 

Diftiilersofwhiiky, 

4 

Weavers,  do. 

37 

Excife-officer, 

X 

Shoemakers,  do. 

9 

Small  inn-keepers. 

2 

Tailors,  do. 

4 

Small  fliop'keepers. 

2 

Smiths,,  do. 

4 

Clergyman, 

I 

Flaxdreffcrs, 

4 

Schoolmafter, 

X 

Tanner, 

I 

Reiiding  heritors. 

3 

Dyer,        .        -       - 

X 

Non-refiding  heritors, 

10 

The  iiihabitants,  excepting  one  born  in  England,  are  all 
natives  of  Scotland,  and  mofUy  of  the  pariih.  With  regard 
to  their  religious  perfuafions,  they  are  all  of  the  Eftablifhed 
.  Church,  except  2  old  Scotch  Epifcopalians,  and  4  of  the 
Church  of  England.  There  are  a  few  Seceders,  principal- 
ly women,  who  are  natives  of  other  parifhes,  and  who  en- 
deavour  to  train  up  iheir  children,  particularly  their  daugh- 
ters, in  the  principles  of  their  own  perfuafion  ;  thefe  Sece- 
ders,  old  and  young,  may  be  reckoned  about  20  *, 

Cbara&er  of  the  Peofile.-^-Tbe  generality  of  the  pariihion- 
ers  are  difpofed^to  honeftinduftry  and  good  neighbourhood. 

They 

*  Nnmben  of  die  people  refide  io  paltry  villages,  containing  each  from 
- 13  to  50  inhabitants.  Mr  Elder  has  begun,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  his 
hoTife,  a  ne\v  village,  on  a  decent  plan.  A  few  of  the  houfcs  are  finifliedy 
Vtd  fome  tradefmen  are  already  eftabli/hed  there.  To  each  of  the  families 
will  be  fdlotted  fome  portion  of  the  adjoining  ground,  for  the  purpofe  of 
iTufing  greens,  potatoes,  &c.  By  which  means  the  wild  bank,  where  the 
'village  is  fituated,  may  be  foon  brought  into  a  date  of  high  cultivation  ^ 
and  the  village  itfelf  may,  in  a  ihort  time,  become  a  place  of  fome  confe-i 
q»encc.  At  any  sate,  fuch  attempts  to  improve  the  countiy,  arc  highly 
cooaeodable. 
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They  sure  obliging  aod  bofpttAbley  chear&lj  contc^ited,  a^j! 
charitable.    There  is  no  diffentiug  meeting-houfe  in  tbej^- 
lifh.     fjccepting  a  very  few,  who  feem  to  be  toShd  -abMt 
with  every  wind  of  doArine,  the  people  are  united  «ad  iist- 
tied  in  tbeir  religious  opinion^.  They  feeinto  havelefe  of  Ibe 
form  than  of  the  power  of  godlinefs,  and  to  entertain  pift- 
ty  liber^  and  enlightened  ideas  with  refped  to  both  fialii- 
ral  and  revealed  religion.     Seldom  are  any  of  them  fvilty 
of  enormous  outrages  againft  the  rules  of  morality.     Mur- 
der and  fuicide  are  unknown  among  them.    None  of  then, 
natives  of  this  pariih,  has  been  hanged  or  baniihed  thefc^^o 
years  ;  and  no  perfon  was  ever  known  to  perilh  here  bx 
want  of  bread.     Few  of  the  young  men  j.oin  the  army  qx 
the  navy.     The  martial  fpirit  of  their  forefathers  has  fub- 
fided,  and  the  target  and  the  broad  fword  have  given  place 
to  the  plough  (hare  and  the  iickle.     They  are  of  a  middle 
ftature,  and  tolerably  handiome   figure.     Whether  it  be 
owing  to  thofe  more  laborious  exertions  to  which  they  are 
accuftomed  in  their  younger  days,  or  to  fome  other  caufc, 
their  fize  is  faid  to  be  comparatively  dimini(hed»  and  their 
bodily  ftrength  impaired.     We  have  this  on  the  authority 
of  old  perfons  illll  alive ;  but  fuch  perfons  are  apt  to  be 
partial  to  the  times  that  are  paA ;  and  allowing  age  all  th^, 
credit  and  refpcA  to  which  it  is   entitled,  we  can  no  more 
believe  that  our  worthy  great-grandfathers  were  all  giantSy 
than    that   their   degenerate   pofterity   arc   all   pigmies. — 
Both  the  men  and  the  women  have  of  late  years  improved 
greatly  in  drefs  and  cicanlinefs.     In  their  manners  and  cii- 
floms,  which   on  the  whole  are  neither  rude  nor  refined, 
they  refemble  their  neighbours,  the  lowknders  on  the  one 
hand,  und   he  highlanders  on  the  other  ;  and,  like  the  lat* 
tcr,  they  are  generally  fend  of  the  agreeable  and  inoooest 
diverfions  of  mufic  and  dancing.     Their  convivial  enter- 
tainments, terminate  fomctimes,  though  rarely,  in  intoxica- 
tion 


qf  dunk.  253 

tteo  oadapraar.;  butt,  except  ft  or  3  m^vldualsy  who  hsrv^e 
pafoxtu&atelj  abofed  •themfelves  with  the  fpirit  of  whiikj, 
tbej  m2,j  be  x^ogavded  as  li  temperate  and  Ibber  people. 
They  are  not|  as  formerlj,  the  dupes  of  fuperftitious  cre« 
dnlitj.  Maoy  M  ufeklfi  rites  and  ceremonies  are  laid  a^- 
fide.  lattie  atteation  is  .paid  to  bug-*bear  tales  :  Sup^rftitioss, 
charms,  and  incantations,  have  loft  their  power.  Cats, 
hares,  magpies^  and  old  women,  ceafe  to  aifume  any  other 
ap^axance  than  what  nature  has  gi^ven  chem  ;  and  ghofis, 
gobbliasy  witdiesi  and  fairies  have  relin^uiflied  the  land. 

Churchy  Manfiy  Siipmd.-^lt  would  be  a  credit  to  this 
country*  if  all  the  old  crazy  kirks  and  manfes  in  it  were 
ra&ed  to  the  foundation,  ^xkI  new  ones  built  in  a  workman- 
like  manner,  on  a  decent  and  €<»venient  plan,  and  of  the 
moft  fttbftantial  and  perm^ient  materials.  This  would  oc» 
pafion  fome  cxpenie  to  the  prefent  proprietors  of  the  coua- 
try,  who  in  general  are  opulent  and  liberal ;  but  what  it 
would  take  out  of  their  pockets,  it  would  put  into  thofe  of 
their  poflerity  and  fuccefTors  to  the  13th  and  14th  genera- 
tioB.  The  kirk  of  Clunie,  though  one  of  the  beft  in  the 
ndighboarhood,  has  neither  comelineis  nor  proportion.  It 
appears  to  have  been  built  about  the  time  of  the  Reforma- 
tion, has  been  fince  repeatedly  patched,  and  was  laft  repaired 
in  1788.  The  manie,  like  the  church,  is  a  bungled  piece  of 
architedure.  It  was  built  in  1732,  and  was  alfo  repaired 
in  1788.  The  ftipend,  including  50  merks  for  communion- 
ehHuents,  confiAs  of  3  chalders  of  vi^al,  and  L.  38,  17  s. 
Sterling.  The  glebe,  comprehending  the  area  of  the 
manfe,  garden,  and  oiSces,  contains  about  6  acres  of 
ground,  which  the  prefent  incumbent  has  inclofed  widi 
ditch  and  hedge.  The  Duke  of  AthoU  and  the  Earl  of 
Airly  are  vice-patrons,    ^ 
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School^  Poorw— The  parochial  fchool-hoofe  was  renewed 
in  1788,  upon  a  large  and  liberal  plan,  at  an  ezpenle  of 
nearly  L.  100  Sterling,  built  of  good  ftonc  and  lime,  cover* 
ed  with  blue  flate,  and  finiflied  with  the  beft  Metnel  woo<L 
A  fountain  of  good  water  rifes  hard  by,  contributing  much 
to  the  health  of  the  fcholars,  who  have  alfo  a   piece  of 
ground  allotted  them  for  air  and  exercife.     About  60  in 
winter,  and  3c  in  fummer,  are  here  iniiruded  in  the  prin^ 
ciples  of  reading  Engliih,  writingy  and  arithmetic,  at  the 
low  rate  of  6  d.  the  month  at  an  average.     Some  time  ago 
it  was  the  praftice  of  the  better  fort  of  farmers  here,  to 
fend  their  fons  to  the  fchool  a  few  years  to  learn  Latin  ;  but 
very  little  Latin  is  now  uught  in  this  part  of  the  country; 
and  fuch  as  deftine  their  fons  for  the  learned  profeflions, 
generally  fend  them  to  towns  and  grammar-fchools.      i'he 
fchoolmafter's  falary  is  L.  8  :  17  :  9  Sterling,  his  fchool« 
fees  amount  to  about  L.  7,  he  receives  L.  x  for  oiQciating 
as  feffion-clerk,  and  about  L.  i  more  for  prodamkCLons,  6cc. 
fo  that  his  yearly  income  may  be  reckoned  nearly  L.  18 
Sterling* — The  poor  here  are  all  Supported  in  their  own 
houfes,  and  give  no  trouble  to  the  country.  Tlie  number  now 
on  the  poors  lifl  is  from  8  to  10  old  or  infirm  objeds,towhom 
money  is  difiributed  monthly,  in  proportion  to  their  exi* 
gencies.     This   money  arifes   from   the  ufe  of  the  mort- 
cloth,  from  the  occaiiunal  donations  of  fome  of  the  more 
wealthy  and  generous  of  the  parifhioners,  from  the  intereft 
of  a  principal  of  L.  70  Sterling,  but  chiefly  from  the  Sun« 
day's  coUeflions  at  the  church  door,  which  amount  to  a- 
bout  L.  5  each  at  an  average.     The  management  of  the 
poors- money  is  in  the  hands  of  the  kirk-feffion.     Each 
elder  has  the  infpeftion  of  the  poor  in  his  own  department, 
and,  being  intimately  acquainted  with  their  fituation  and 
circumftances,  cannot  be  fuppofed  liable  to  any  mifappli* 
cation  of  the  public  charity.   This  pariih  not  only  fupports 

im 


of  Clunie.  ^5^ 

ia  own  poor  in  a  decent  manner,  but  alfo  difpenfes  much 
to  indigent  people  from  the  Highlands ;  and  efpeciallj  to 
a  number  of  importunate  vagrants  from  Perth,  Dundee, 
Aberdeen,  Glafgow,  &c.  who  crowd  hither  at  all  feafona 
when  the  weather  permits  them  to  travel.  There  is  rea- 
fon  to  fufped,  that  many  of  thofe  laft  mentioned  are  not 
real  objefis  of  charity,  but  idle,  profligate  impoOors,  that 
aught  to  be  confined  within  the  walls  of  a  bridewell.  This 
grievance  calls  for  redrefs,  as  no  perfon  Ihould  beg,  or  be 
permitted  to  beg,  while  Providence  blelTes  him  with  the 
ofe  of  his  reafon  and  of  his  limbs. 

Mineral  Springs^  Minerals  and  jFo^iZr;— «There  is  one  mi« 
aeral  Ipring  near  the  Milton  of  Clunie,  the  waters  of  which 
[  are  fbmetimes  ufed  by  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood  as  an 
antifcorbudc.  There  is  another,  of  (Ironger  powers,  on  the 
foreit,  on  the  fouth  bank,  of  the  burn  of  Lornty,  a  little  to 
the  eaftward  of  Bogmill.  Its  tafie  refembles  that  of  the 
well  at  the  South  Inch  of  Perth,  and  its  qualities  are  fome« 
what  fimilar  to  thofe  of  the  waters  of  Pitcaithly ;  but  as  nei- 
ther of  thefe  fprings  has  yet  undergone  any  chymical  ana- 
lyfis,  their  peculiar  medicinal,  virtues  are  not  fully  afcer- 
tained. 

The  internal  mineral  flrata  have  not  been  much  invefii« 
gaced.  On  the  furface  of  the  groimd  there  are  maiTes  of 
the  quartz,  the  whinflone,  the  moor- (lone  or  grey  granite, 
the  red  filex  with  which  the  Caledonians  pointed  their 
arrows,  and  the  terra  ponderofa.  In  the  grounds  of  Gour« 
die,  there  is  a  fpecies  of  hard  red  grit,  quarried  in  different 
places  for  the  ufe  of  the  proprietors.  The  houfes  of  Gourdie 
and  Delvin  are  built  of  it.  It  is  of  a  very  durable  quality^ 
being  proof  againfl  the  acid  of  the  air,  and  the  influence  of 
fire.  There  is  good  limeftone  on  the  hill  of  Gourdie ; 
Wt  being  of  a  very  hard  naturey  it  is  difficult  to  be  burned. 

In 
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In  one  place»  oft  the  north  fide  of  the  hill,  it  appears  to  hxM 
been  dug  out  formerl j,  in  confiderable  qaantitieSy  ^ed 
there  was  plenty  of  wood  in  the  neighbourhood;  but  at 
prefent,  in  confequence  of  the-  wxnt  of  proper  fiiel,  paid- 
cnlarly  coal,  it  oannot  be  turned  to  anj  material^  aocoent 
A  large  vein  of  fine  bltie  flate  extends  from  S.  W.  to  N.  E^ 
along  the  foot  of  the  CrrampianB,  interieftiog  the  parilhetf 
of  Aughtergavin,  Litde  Dankeld^  Gaputh,  and  Cltinie,  ill 
which  laA  pariih  it/eems  to  terminate.  It  is  wrought  here 
to  feme  account,  and  foldac  1-85.  to  20s.  the  thoufand.  Tbe 
Clunie  flate  does  not  fplit  to  fmoothly  as*  that  of  EfiUtle 
and  Laroch,  but  is  thought  little  inferior  in  point  of  colour 
and  durability.  In  fome  places  on  the  bank  of  the  bum  of 
Droothy,  its  lamin«  are  found'  interfperfed  with  fmail' 
maiTes  of  the  pjrrttes.  The  ihite  quarries  here,  though  open- 
ed four  fcore  years  ago,  have  not  been  carried  on  with 
much  fpirit  or  dtj;ctcrity;,  and  have- contributed  but  Kttletd- 
the  emolument  either  of  the  proprietor  or  of  the  tackfinan. 
The  vein  in  fome  places  is  merely  fcratched ;  and  where  it 
has  been  ftrncic  deeper,  the  falling  in  of  a  little  rubbillrhat 
fometimes  put  a  fVop  to  the  operations  of  half  a  feafon.  It 
may  be  here  remarked,  that  the  ftrata  of  thefchiftus  feem  iil 
general  to  run  parallel  to  Strathmore  and  the  Grampians^ 
.  that  is,  from  S.  W.  to  N.  E.  and  to  incline  towards  the 
Strath,  u  e.  towards  S.  £.  in  angles  of  50  to  80  degrees^. 

Curiqfitiei 

W'  In  the  hilly  parts,  there  is  plenty  of  good  peat ;  thMigh,  ia  fome  of 
&e  moflfes,  the  upperoiolt  ftntum  is  ntther  foft  and  fpongf .  Peat  is  alio 
found  in  fome  of  the  lower  parts  of  the  diflrt(5l ;  but  here  it  is  often  im- 
pregnated with  fulphur  or  bitumen,  and,  when  burned,  throws  out  ef- 
ftavia  difagreeable  to  thofe  who  hare  been  accuftomed  to  other  fticl.  la 
moft  of  oar  mofles,  there  are  yeftiges  of  oak,  birch,  sod  h«2ei.  Foflll 
horns  are  fumetimes  foand  at  a  great  depth  in  the  raofs.  The  head  of  the 
Urus  has  been  dug  up  in  this  neighbourhood,  as  alfo  the  palmated  horo< 
«f  the  elk,  together  with  the  horns  tnd  (keletons  of  large  deer,  fuppoftd 

to 
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Curiqfitus  and  Antiquities* — Among  the  firfl,  xnaj  be 
tanked  a  deep  peat  mofs,  of  an  excellent  quality,  on  the 
very  fummit  of  Ben-achallj,  but  fuch  phsenomena  are  com- 
mon in  the  Highlands :  In  the  face  of  that  mountain,  which 
looks  towards  the  eaft,  there  is  a  cave  of  confiderable  mag- 
nitude, appearing  at  fome  diflance  like  a  giant  drefled  in 
fliort  bku:k  cloaths  :  This  cave  is  called  the  Drap,  or  Drop, 
from  the  water  oozing  through  the  crannies,  and  perpetual* 
ly  dropping  from  the  roof  of  the  cave.  Below  the  Drop, 
and  near  the  foot  of  the  mountain,  is  a  cove,  called  Henry's 
hole,  from  its  having  been  in  former  times  the  hiding-place 
of  fome  robbers  or  plunderers  of  that  name.  There  is,  in 
the  high  grounds  of  the  park  of  Laighwood,  another  cove 
that  has  obtained  the  name  of  the  Tod*s-cbair^  (Fox's-chair), 
from  its  frequently  affording  a  fafe  afylum  to  reinard: 
Here  large  fragments  have  been  fevered  from  the  impend- 
ing rocky  probably  by  a  thunder-bolt,  and  ftill  {how,  by  their, 
correfponding  angles,  the  places  from  which  they  have  beea 
detached.  One  of  thefe  fragments  forms  a  fort  of  table  at 
the  entrance  of  the  cave,  and  a  feat,  where  the  fpedator  en- 
joys a  wild  and  romantic  view  of  the  neighbourhood.  The 
old  wall  or  dike  of  the  park  of  Laighwood  may,  not  im- 
properly, be  claffed  among  the  antiquities  of  this  parifh. 
It  was  built  upwards  of  4  centuries  ago,  of  dry  ftone  ;  is  in 
fome  places  6  or  7  feet  high,  and  4  feet  broad  a-top,  and 
notwithftanding  it  great  age,  does  not  appear  to  have  un- 
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to  be  the  moofe-deer.  Some  of  thefe  horas»  which  are  of  an  anazing  fize, 
are  in  the  cuftody  of  the  Duke  of  Athole,  and  of  Mr  Farquharfon  of  Inver- 
cauld. — We  have  mortar  of  a  very  ftrong  adhefive  nature,  forming  an  ex- 
cellent cement ;  and  rich  clay,  which,  w^hen  applied  to  a  light  fandy 
foil,  has  proved  an  excellent  manure.  Pipe-clay  is  found  in  the  loch  of 
Ciunie,  and  likewife  fome  marl,  which  it  would  be  impra^icable  to 
drag,  on  account  of  the  depth  of  the  water.  Marl,  more  acceffible,  may 
probably  be  difcovered  in  fome  other  parts  of  the  pariiby  when  they  Ihall 
have  been  properly  inveiligated. 
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dergone  any  material  reparation.  It  indoles  an  area  of  a- 
bout  a  fquare  mile,  which,  with  the  barony  of  Laighwood, 
is  laid  to  have  been  given  by  Robert  II.  to  the  then  Earl  of 
Athoie,  for  quelling  an  iniurreftion  of  Donald  of  the  Illes, 
This  park,  has  ever  iincp  continued  the  property  of  the  A- 
thole  family  \  and,  previous  to  the  building  of  Dunkeld* 
hottfe,  it  was  defigncd  to  be  one  of  the  places  of  their  refi- 
dence ;  feme  materials  for  that  purpofe  were  brought  here^ 
and  depofited,  in  a  fine  fituation  near  the  centre  of  xbt 
park,  at  a  place  called  Stanley-know,  in  honour  of  the  Der- 
by family.  A  little  to  the  north  of  Stanley-know,  there 
is  a  rifing  git)und  fiyled  the  Galjow-drum,  and  about  300 
yardi  S.  W*  of  the  minifter's  glebe  is  another  eminence, 
named  the  Gibbet-^know,  both  which  were  places  of  execu- 
tion in  the  times  of  the  baronial  jurifdi£tion.  Ou  the  eaft 
iide  of  the  mois  at  tlie  foot  of  Ben-achally,  we  find  a  fepul- 
d^ral  cairn,  which  has  never  been  opened ;  and  a  few  fur- 
longs  to  the  fouthward  of  this  cairn,  there  is  a  great  num« 
ber  of  fmali  cairns,  which  the  people  here  call  the  Pech$ 
cairnsy  i.  e.  the  Pi£b  cairns  \  but  whether  thefe  cairns 
mark  the  (bene  of  a  battle  between  the  Caledonians  and  the 
Fids,  or  whether  they  are  vefiiges  of  the  huts  of  the  old 
inhabitants ;  or  whether  they  have  been  coUeded  merely 
for  the  purpofe  of  clearing  the  adjacent  grounds  in  paftoral 
times,  it  is  uncertain.  There  are  two  immenfe  collediioDS 
of  ftones,  one  on  the  S.  W.  and  the  other  on  the  N.  £.  ex- 
tremity of  the  parifh,  Thefe  are  faid  to  have  marked  the 
boundary  here  between  the  Caledonian  and  Pifliib  king- 
doms ;  it  is  not  unlikely,  however,  that  they  have  been 
formed  to  commemorate  the  death  of  fome  illuilrious  chief- 
tains or  heroes  At  the  eaft  end  of  the  hill  of  Gourdie,  in 
the  middle  of  a  cultivated  field,  may  be  feen  a  curious 
piece  of  antiquity,  called  the  Steeds-Jialls.  It  coofifls  of  8 
pnounds,  with  8  correfponding  trenches ;  perhaps  fome  more 

have 
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luive  been  obliterated  by  the  plough.  The  motmds  and 
trenches  are  of  equal  length,  alternate  and  paralleL  At 
the  foQth  end  of  each  trench  or  fofie,  there  is  a  circular 
concave,  the  centre  of  which  lies  in  the  line  of  the  fofle,  and 
to  this  circular  concavit  j  the  foflfe  feems  to  have  formed  the 
entrance.  It  is  faid,  that  an  advanced  guard  of  the  Caledo- 
nian arm  J  was  pofted  here,  to  watch  die  motions  of  the 
Romans,  when  they  lay  encamped  at  Inchtuthill,  about  % 
miles  to  the  fouthward  in  the  plain  below.  The  place  of 
the  Steeds- ftalls  feems  to  be  well  calculated  for  fuch  a  pur- 
pofe.  t  It  l^^s  01^  tbe  north  fide  of  the  fumroit  of  a  riling 
ground  that  feparates  the  Highlands  from  the  Low  Coun- 
try, and  it  looks  direftly  northwards  on  thofe  declivities  of 
the  hills,  which  the  Caledonians  are  fuppofed  to  have  then 
occupied.  By  ftepping  a  few  yards  forward  to  the  fummit  of 
the  ground,  that  covered  the  redoubt,  the  Caledonian  guard 
coold  diftindly  mark  the  enemy,  without  the  poffibility  of 
being  perceived  \  And  the  intelligence  could  be  conveyed  in 
a  few  minutes  to  their  friends  on  the  north  fide  of  the  Lu- 
nan.  The  Steeds-ftalls  is  about  2  miles  north  of  the  Ro- 
man camp  at  Inchtuthill*,  about  a-l-  miles  W.  N.  W.  of 
that  at  Meiklour*,  about  7  miles  W.  N.  W.  of  that  at 
Cupar  Angus  ,  and  about  2t  miles  fouth  of  the  Heer- 
cairns  f ,  or  the  cairns  of  the  battle* 

3  There 

*  Mr  Playfair^  minifter  of  Bendochy,  the  tngenioiis  sntiqaary  above 
mentioned,  who  has  been  at  great  pains  to  inveiligate  the  antiquities  of 
the  Stormont,  is  of  opinion,  that  when  Agricoia  fought  the  great  battle 
-vrith  Oalgacus,  the  Roman  legions  were  probably  ftationed  at  Meiklour. 

t  The  old  jaxoB  word  hetr^  fignifies  army,  Thefe  cairns  lie  near  the 
K.  E.  bouhdary  of  this  parifli,  bat  within  the  limits  of  the  parifh  of  Kin* 
loch ;  and  eonfeqixently  the  particular  defcription  of  them  belongs  to  the 
Ittftory  of  that  parifli.  They  have  long  attracted  the  attention  of  the  an» 
ti<iuary.  Oral  tradition  affirms  them  to  be  the  fpot  where  a  great  battle 
vas  fought  in  old  times ;  and  their  appearance  indicates  them  to  be  the 

fcene 
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There  are  diBFerent  veQiges  of  chapels  and  cemeteries  in 
this  pariffi :  One  at  Gourdie,  (called  the  chapel  of  the  Ho- 
ly Ghoft)  ;  another  at  Chapelton  ;  another  ^at  the  Chapel- 
hill,  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  prefent  church  ;  a  4th  in 

the 


fccnc  of  fomc  very  remote  and  important  tranfa^Ion. — ^lioM^ever  natunl  it 
may  be  for  every  Caledonian  to  wifh  to  know  the  fccne  of  the  decifive  en- 
gagement between  Galgacasand  Agricola,  it  is  highly  probable  that  that 
fcene  will  never  be  precifely  afcertained.  Oar  ^nly  information  on  that 
fubjedl,  is  derived  from  Tacitus,  who,  though  he  gives  us  a  moft  animated 
defcription  of  the  engagement  itfelf,  leaves  us  very  much  in  the  dark  as  to 
the  fcene  of  it.  From  him  we  learn  only,  that  it  muft  be  fomewhere  at 
the  foot  of  the  Mom  Grampius  ;  but  every  one  knows  that  the  Grampian 
Mounuins  travcrfe  the  whole  extent  of  Scotland,  frota  the  vicinity  oi  A- 
berdeen  to  the  diftridl  of  Cowal  in  Argylefliire.  In  this  eztenfive  range* 
there  have  been  four  different  places,  and  thefe  confidcrably  dillant  from 
one  another,  {Vippofed  to  be  each  of  them  the  field  of  this  battle.— The 
firft  of  thefe  is  at  Fortin^ale^  at  the  foot  of  Glenlyon,  in  the  very  centre 
of  the  Grampians,  where  the  veftiges  of  a  camp,  apparently  Roman,  are 
ftill  vifible.  But  it  is  not  likely  that  fuch  an  experienced  General  as  A- 
gricola  would  have  ventured  to  draw  off  his  legions  fo  far  from  the  fleet, 
through  the  defiles  of  the  mountains,  where  they  would  be  every  moment 
in  danger  of  being  furprifed,  and  cut  off  by  a  bold  and  refolute  enemy,, 
who  knew  that  country  too  well,  not  to  take  advantage  of  it ;  and,  at 
any  rate,  the  fcene  at  Fortingale  is  too  much  hemmed  in  by  high  moun- 
tains, and  every  way  too  limited,  to  admit  of  fuch  an  extenfive  engage- 
ment as  that  defcribed  by  Tacitus.— ^They^fffw/fpot  is  at  Comrie,  near  the 
head  of  Strathem,  where  there  is  likewife  the  appearance  of  a  Roman  • 
camp,  and  where  the  fcene,  indeed,  is  lefs  circumfcribcd  than  the  former ; 
but  here  alfo  objeAions  occur.  The  ftrath  is  narrow  btlow  and-  above, 
And  the  mountains  rife  boldly  from  the  vale.  The  general  face  of  the 
country  does  not  feem  to  accord  with  many  of  the  expreilions  of  Tacitus; 
nor  does  it  appear  well  calculated  for  bringing  into  adlion  the  troops  of 
horfe,  (Jurma  e^uitrtm,)  and  the  currus  or  covini,  the  hook-armed 
chariots  or  cars  of  the  Caledonians,  which  they  then  ufed  in  common  with 
the  other  Britons.  We  do  not  recoiled,  at  Comrie,  any  remarkable  ap- 
pearance of  tumuli,  indicating  the  fcene  of  fuch  a  battle.  And  hece  atfo 
the  Roman  army  would  have  been  too  diftant  from  the  fleet,  which  is 
fuppofed,  with  great  probability,  to  have  been  then  riding  at  anchor  in 
the  mouth  of  the  Tay.— The  third  place  alleged  to  be  Ac  fccnc  of  the 

battle» 
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the  park  of  Laighwood ;  and  a  5th  on  the  ifland  of  the 
Loch,  of  Clunie,  where  a  place  of  worihip,  dedicated  to  St 
Catharine^  flood  on  the  fpot  now  occupied  by  Lord  Air- 
lej's  kitchen.    Before  the  late  reparation  of  the  caflle, 

one 


battle,  is  near  Fettercairn,  in  the  county  of  the  Mearns,  Here,  Indeed, 
the  army  of  the  Romans  would  not  have  been  at  fuch  a  diftance  from 
their  fleet,  fuppofmg  (with  fome)  that  the  fleet  had  pafled  the  Red-head, 
and  was  hovering  fomewhere  oflf  the  adjacent  coaft.  But  this  fuppofition 
is  not  fo  readily  admiiBbie  ;  as  the  coaft  of  Angus  and  Meams,  from  the 
Red-head  to  Stonehive,  is,  in  general,  bold,  rocky,  and  dangerous ;  and 
confequcntly  rather  to  be  fliunned  than  courted  by  the  Roman  fleet,  e- 
Ipecially  at  that  feafon  of  the  year,  which  feems  to  have  been  about  the 
autumnal  equinox,  when  the  winds  might  have  dafhed  them  againft  the 
rocks,  or  blown  them  out  into  the  German  Ocean.  Befides,  we  do  not 
find  in  the  IMeams  any  piece  of  antiquity  fo  likely  to  have  been  a  ftation 
for  the  Roman  legions,  as  the  long  vallum  at  Meiklour,  now  known  by 
tTic  name  of  Cleven-dike.  But  there  feems  to  be  one  inluperable  objec- 
tion to  the  fcene  in  the  Mfcaras :  Tacitus  exprefsly  tells  us,  that,  imme- 
diately after  the  engagement,  Agricola  marched  off  his  army  into  the 
country  of  the  Horefti;  "  in  fines  Horejlorum  exercitum  dehcit  •*^  and, 
ss  the  Horefti  were  the  inhabitants  of  Angus  and  Mearns,  it  is  not  at  all 
probable  that  fuch  an  accurate  hiftorian  as  Tacitus  would  have  ufed  fuch 
an  cxprcflion,  if  the  battle  had  been  fought  any  where  within  the  limit* 
of  their  country. — ^The  /')?  fpot  prefumed  to  have  been  the  fcene  of  this 
engagement,  is  the  Heer-airns,  with  the  grounds  in  their  neighbour, 
hood.  This,  on  an  attentive  inveftigation,  appears  to  be  at  leaft  as  pro- 
bable a  fcene  as  any  of  the  four.  Agricola  could  not,  .perhaps,  in  all 
Strathmore,  have  pitched  upon  a  more  favourable  ftation  for  his  legions^ 
than  that  large  elevated  plain  comprehended  between  the  Cleven-dike 
and  the  confluence  of  the  Tay  and  the  Ha.  It  is  at  no  great  diftance  from 
the  month  of  the  Tay,  where  the  Roman  army,  in  cafe  of  a  defeat,  might 
have  had  a  more  eafy  accefs  to  their  fliips.  On  the  W.  it  is  defended  by 
the  ftecp  bank  of  the  Tay,  and  on  the  S.  E.  and  N.  E.  by  the  banks  of  the 
lU,  and  of  the  Lunan.  It  commands  a  diftinifl  view  of  the  higher 
grounds  of  the  Stormont.  to  the  N.  and  N.  W.  and  it  looks  diredlly  weft- 
irard,  on  the  entrance  into  the  Highlands,  by  Dunkeld.  which  was  then 
the  capital  of  the  Caledonians,  and  in  the  vicinity  of  which  we  may  fup- 
pofe  it  would  be  natural  for  them  to  hold  their  general  rendezvous  on 
this  occafion.    This  fuppofed  ftation  of  the  Romans  is  about  3  or  4  miles 

S,  S.  E. 
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one  could  eafilj  perceive  where  the  chapel  had  joined  t^ 
it ;  and  a  few  jears  ago,  when  the  gardener  was  trench- 
ing the  ground  there,  he  dag  up  human  bones  in  feverat 
places. 

The 

S.  S.  £.  from  that  of  the  Caledonians  at  the  Bu%%ari~dikrt,  And  it  fecms 
that  the  Roman  generals,  in  ancient  times,  (fimilar  to  the  pra^ice  of  the 
modems),  frequently  (at  down  at  fuch  a  diftance  from  the  enemy,  pre- 
vious to  a  general  engagement.-^The  ground  which  the  Caledonians  are 
thought  to  have  then  afltimed  as  the  fcene  of  their  martial  atchievements, 
lies  about  7  or  8  miles  N.  E.  from  Dunkeld,  on  the  open  declivities  of 
the  hilU,  facing  the  fouth,  and  commanding  a  full  profpc^  of  the  lower 
Stormont  and  Strathmore.  In  feveral  parts  of  this  neighbourhood,  the 
furface  of  the  ground  exhibits  a  fingular  appearance  ot*  long  hilly  ridges 
(or  drums,  anfwering  very  well  to  the  "  colles"  of  Tacitus),  running  pa- 
rallel from  W.  to  £.  and  rifing  above  one  another,  like  the  feats  of  a  . 
theatre.  This  appearance  is  remarkably  exemplified  at  the  guard- drums , 
which  are  partly  incLofed  by  the  Buzzard-dike  or  Vallum,  which  is  (till, 
in  many  places,  8  or  lo  feet  high.  This  incloAire,  through  which  the 
bum  of  Loroty  pafles,  might  be  deiigned  by  the  Caledonians  principally 
as  a  place  of  fccurity  for  their  cattle  and  provifions,  as  well  as  for  their 
wives  and  children.  Thefe  "  colles/*  or  long  extended  eminencies,  riling 
gradually  one  above  another,  were  well  fitted  for  difplaying  the  Caledo- 
nian army  to  the  beft  advantage.  And,  from  the  fplendid  account  given 
of  it  by  Tacitus,  one  is  led  to  conceive  a  magnificent  i^ea  of  its  appear- 
ance :  "  Jamque  fuper  trigtnta  millia  armatorum  confpiciebantur,  et  ad- 
*'  hue  affiuebat  omnis  juventus,  et  quibus  cmda  ac  viridis  fenedlus,  clari 
**  Mlo,  acj'ta  qui/que  dec»*-ageJianUs."  And  again,  "  Briunnomm  acies 
"  in  fptciem  fimul  ' r  ^^rror^m  editioribus  locis  conftiterant;  ita  ut  pri- 
•*  mum  agmen  aequo  ceteri  per  accUve  jugum  connexi  velut  infurgerent.*' 
—That  the  auxiliary  troops,  who  fought  the  battle  on  the  part  of  the  Ro- 
mans, were  at  fome  diftance  from  the  legionary  ftadon,  before  they  began 
the  attack,  appears  plainly  from  this  ezprellion  of  Tacitus :  "  Arctjftnda* 
plerique  legiones  admonebant.**  **  Moft  of  them  gave  it  as  their  advice, 
that  the  legions  ought  tg  befentfor**  Mr  Playfair  is  of  opinion,  that 
the  two  armies  might  have  met,  and  the  line  of  battle  might  have  bceo 
formed,  fomewhere  on  the  lower  grounds  of  BMeid  or  BaUairn.  If  fo, 
then  Agricola*s  right  wing  might  extend  to  the  neighbourhood  of  that 
hill  (above  MarUi)  which  ft  ill  retains  the  name  of  Craig-Ramam  ;'- 
where,  as  we  are  credibly  informed,  feveral  Roman  uxns  aad  Roman  fpun 
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The  ifland  itfelf  may  be  ranked  among  the  antiquities  of 
die  parifli.     It  is  moftljr  artificial,  if  not  altogether  fo.     It 
flduft  have  been  formed  with  great  labour,  and  in  fome  ve« 
ry  diflant  period  too,  as  there  is  neither  record  nor  tradi- 
tion 

were  dug  up,  about  40  or  50  years  ago,  by  the  proprielor  of  the  ground. 
Xlie  circumftance  of  Roman  J  purs  being  found  there,  gives  the  more  pro- 
b^iiity  to  our  conjedure ;  becaufe  the  wings  of  the  Roman  army  con- 
iified  of  the  30CO  cavalry,  who,  gs  Tacitus  exprefles  it,  *'  comibus  i^un- 
dcrestur/*  were  widely  extended  on  the  wings,  in  order  to  prevent  the 
Romans  from  being  attacked  in  flank.— 'i*he  grounds  here  would  afford 
foU  fcope  for  both  armies  to  extend  their  lines  in  the  manner  del'cribed  by 
Tacitus ;  and  it  is  manifeft  from  his  defcriptioa,  that  the  ipaces  of  ground 
they  then  occupied,  and  over  which  they  muft  have  pafied  through  the 
different  ftages  of  the  engagement,  were,  in  all  probability,  very  confi- 
derable. — After  the  Batavian  and  Tungrian  cohorts  had  begun,  **  crigere 
in  colles  aciem,'*  the  Caledonians  would  fall  back  towards  their  entrench* 
ments  above  the  Heer^aimi.  It  is  poffibie,  therefore,  that  thefe  caiiss 
(according  to  Mr  Playfair's  idea)  may  be  the  very  fpot,  where,  as  Taci-  ' 
tus  obferves  '*  Britanni,  qui  adhuc  pugnse  ezpertes,  fumma  coUium  infe- 
derant,  et  paucttatem  noftronim  vacui  fpemebant,  degredi  pauUatim  et 
circum  in  terga  vincentium  caeperant,**  when  Agricola,  by  a  mafterly 
manoeuvre,  turned  the  tiratagem  of  the  Caiedonians  againfl  themielves^ 
and  brought  on  the  general  rout.  Then  commenced  that  dreadful  car- 
na^rc  of  which  the  words  of  Tacitus  are  fo  wonderfully  defcriptive: 
**  Paffim  arma,  et  corpora,  et  laceri  artus,  et  cruenta  humus,**  and  of 
which  the  Heer-caims  may  at  this  day  be  an  affeding  memorial.— The 
Caledonians,  in  their  retreat  nordiwards  over  7ke  Gunrd  Drums,  Xeem  td 
have  foced  about  on  the  fummit  of  each  Drum  and  there  to  have  made 
a  refolute  and  bloody  ftand  agAinit  their  purfuers.  This  appears  pre* 
fumable  from  the  number  and  pofition  of  the  tumuli  on  each  of  thefe 
Drums,  and  it  brings  to  the  mind  of  the  fpedator  that  ffrong  expreffioo 
of  Tacitus,  in  which  he  pays  an  iodireA  compliment  to  the  bravery  of  the 
vanquifhed,  **  Aliquando  etiam  viAis  ira  virtufque."  It  likewife  appears 
from  the  difpofitioo  of  the  tumuli  along  the  neighbouring  hills,  that  the 
flight  of  the  Caledonians,  previous  to  their  general  difperfion,  was  princi* 
poUy  by  two  different  routs ;  the  one  ».  W.  towards  the  woods  of  Stm^ 
thardheil,  and  thie  other  N.  £.  towards  thofe  of  Mans,  where  there  is  alfo 
^  ottibher  of  cairns,  feemingly  coeval  with  the  others.  In  ibme  of  tbef<| 
|Sr  PUyQur  has  l|itely  dug  up  cinders  and  fome  Uttk  bits  of  human 
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tion  with  refpe&  to  its  formation.  In  papers  dated  300 
years  ago,  the  oldell  we  have  feen  on  the  fabjeft,  it  is 
termed  the  ifland  of  the  loch  of  Clunie.  The  people  here 
affirm,  that  it  was  once  joined  on  the  S.  £.  fide  to  the  cob- 
tinent  \  but  this  is  not  at  all  probable,  as  the  land  there  lies 
at  a  verjconfiderable  diftance,  with  deep  water  intervening. 
Its  fiirface  is  a  circular  plain,,  of  about  half  an  acre,  raifed  a 
few  feet  above  the  ordinary  level  of  the  loch,  and  fur- 
rounded  with  a  ftrong  barrier  of  flones,  thrown  carclefelj 
together,  and  floping  into  deep  water  all  around,  like  the 
firuflumof  acone.  On  the  N.  E.  quarter,  the  wave,  which 
from  that  point  has  a  pretty  long  courfe,  has  made  vifi- 
ble  encroachments  on  the  ifland,  and  laid  bare  the  roots  of 
fome  of  the  old  trees,  which,  by  confequence,  have  of  late 
years  fufiered  very  material  decay.  But  Lord  Airly  is 
now  taking  fteps  to  prevent  fuch  devaftations  in  futare  *, 
and  pity  it  were  indeed,  that  fuch  a  curiofity  (hould  perifli 
merely  through  negle£l.  That  this  ifland  has  been  form- 
ed principally  by  human  art  feems  demonftrable  from 
this,  that  the  ground  of  which  it  is  compofied  is  evidently 
faditious  ;  and  in  lately  digging  to  the  depth  of  7  feet,  near 
the  centre  of  the  ifland,  nothing  like  a  natural  ftratum  of 

earth 

fcofies.  And  here,  fome  have  thought  it  probable,  that  Aulus  Atticus, 
and  fome  of  th^  33  Romans  who  fell  with  him  in  the  battle,  were  burnt 
together  in  one  funeral  pile,  at  the  great  cairn,  which  is  about  80  or  90 
yards  in  circumference,  and  in  the  centre  of  which  we  had  occaiion  to 
fee  cinders  tamed  up  laft  fommer,  1 791. 

Such,  on  th«  whole,  are  the  conjedtures  we  have  been  led  to  form  on 
diis  fubjedt,  from  our  having  examined  the  dijffbrent  fcenes  with  fome  de- 
gree of  attention.  We  offer  them  to  the  public,  however,  only  as  con- 
je^ures.  And  it  is  by  no  means  our  intention  to  enter  into  any  contro- 
verfy  on  a  fubjetft.  which,  in  all  likelihood,  will  ever  remain  involved  ia 
.  obfcnrity  ;  and  which  mufl  be  confidered  as  at  bed  rather  a  maOtr  oi 
curiolity  to  the  antiquary,  than  of  real  utility  to  mankind. 
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tarih  appeatcd.  The  fimndation  of  the  caftle  wiill  is  fere- 
nil  ket  below  the  furface  of  the  water,  and  in  all  likefi* 
hood  refis  on  piles  of  oak. 

On  the  weiiem  ihore  of  the  loch  of  Clunie  (lands  the 
•old  caftle-htlly  a  large  green  mound,  partly  natural  and 
partly  artificial,  on  the  top  of  which  are  the  ruins  of  a  ve- 
tj  old  building.  Some  aged  perfons  flill  alive  remember 
to  haye  feen  a  imall  aperture,  now  invifiUe,  at  the  edge 
of  one  of  the  fragments  of  the  ruins^  where,  if  a  done 
was  thrown  in,  it  was  heard  for  fome  time,  at  if  roIUng 
down  a  ftair-cafe.  From  this  it  feetns  probable,  that  Were 
«  fe£kion  of  the  hill  to  be  made,  fome  curious  difcoverles 
might  be  the  confequenoe.  The  caftle-hill  is  of  an  elliptic 
cal  form,  extending  in  length  from  N.  to  S.  about  190 
jafds  at  its  bafe,  and  rififtg  about  50  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  loch.  A  gteen  terrace  furrounds  the  hill;  and  on 
the  N«  fide  one  terrace  rifes  above  another.  The  area  of 
the  fummit  approaches  to  an  elHpticid  plain,  a  little  incK<* 
aed  towards  the  eaft ;  of  this  plain,  the  longitudinal  diame- 
ter, from  N.  to  S.  is  about  90  jrhrds,  and  the  tranfveife  a- 
boat  40.  The  old  caiHe  has  flood  on  the  fonth  end  of  the 
(hmmit,  commanditag  a  diftind  view  of  the  neighbour-i 
hood,  fo  as  not  to  have  been  eafily  taken  by  fur- 
prife.  Some  veftiges  &(  it  ftill  remain;  but  neither  its 
form  nor  dimenfions  can  be  traced  With  any  degree  of  pre- 
cifion.  The  principal  fortifications  feem  to  have  run  a- 
long  the  land  fide,  and  the  loch  and  the  declivity  of  the  hill 
appear  to  have  defended  it  on  the  eaft,  where  it  is  proba- 
ble there  has  been  an  eafy  communication  with  the  iflandi 
by  means  of  boats ;  fo  that,  in  cafe  of  the  cafUe  being  ta- 
ken, the  iflahd  might  afford  a  refuge  to  the  befieged. 
Concerning  this  piece  of  antiquity  no  written  record  cati 
be  found.  According  to  the  tradition  of  the  neighbour- 
hood, it  was  a  fhmmer  palace  or  hundng-leat  of  Kenneth 
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Macalpin,  who  conquered  the  Pifb,  and  naked  the  Scot- 
tiih  and  Pi^ih  kingdoms  ;  and  if  we  fuppofe  this,  tradition 
to  be  well  founded,  it  b  not  unlikely  that  it  was  he  who 
firft  formed  the  ifland  in  the  loch,  as  a  place  of  retreat  in 
time  of  danger. 

In  the  flat  grounds  of  the  park  of  Laighwood,  on  the 
north  fide  of  the  burn  of  Lunari,  are  the  ruins  of  another  old 
caftle,  which  appears  tq  have  been  fortified  on  all  fides  bj 
pitches  filled  witl)  water.  On  the  north  fide  was  the  pria- 
cipal  draw  bridge,  with  an  avenue  of  very  old  trees  lead« 
ing  to  it,  fome  of  the  lafi  of  which  were  cut  down  in  the 
memory  of  the  prefent  generation.  A  chapel  and  burying 
ground  are  faid  to  have  adjoined  to  the  cafUe,  on  the  foath 
fide,  where  human  bones  have  been  found.  On  the  W. 
^nd  S.  W.  fides  are  the  remains  of  later  buildings  ;  but  no- 
thing of  the  original  cafile  is  now  to  be  feen,  except  two 
yaults,  an4  a  fmall  part  of  an  under  gallery,  with  two  loop- 
holes, pointing  cpwards  the  draw-bridge,  which  are  vifible 
ivithin.  but  without  ore  blinded  by  the  rubbiih.  With  re- 
gard to  this  ruin,  a}fo,  record  is  filent.  Probably  it  was 
likewife  a  bunting-feat  of  fome  of  our  old  Scottiffa  kings. 
The  tradition  concerning  it  is,  that  William  Sinclair,  bi- 
ihop  of  Dunkeld,  afterward  to  be  taken  notice  of,  was  tht 
fad  perfqn  who  refided  here,  and  hence  it  is  called  Sin- 
clair's caftle  to  this  day. 

Eminent  Men.-^The  people  here  fpeak  much  of  the 
prodigious  bodily  flrength  of  one  William  Qordon,  who 
was  a  fon  of  one  of  the  laft  Epifcopalian  minifters  of  this 
parifli,  and  who  fell  at  tl^e  battle  of  Sherifimuir,  in  th^ 
jear  17151  fighting  on  the  fide  of  the  Earl  of  Mar.  The 
fibove  mentioned  William  Sinclair  makes  a  figure  in  the 
ililtory  of  Scotland..  He  was  difiinguiflied  by  the  appeUa^ 
^ons  of  the  military  bifiiop,  and  the  champion  of  the  kingr 
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dom  ;  and  that  he  was  as  much  formed  for  wielding  the 
fword,  as  for  wearing  the  furpUce,  appears  from  the  follow- 
part  of  his  hiftorj :  *^  When  he  refided  at  his  palace  of 
Aughtertool  in  Fife,  the  fheriff  of  that  county  went  with  a 
body  of  500  men,  to  make  head  againft  the  Englifh,  who 
had  landed  in  that  neighbourhood  -,  but  obferving  that  the 
country  was  laid  wafte,  and'  that  the  enemy  kept  a  good 
countenance,  the  iheri£F  fell  back  as  fall  as  he  could.  On 
hearing  this,  the  biihop  armed  himfelf,  took  horfe  with  a* 
bout  60  of  his  people,  who  were  well  difciplined,  foon 
meets  the  iheriff,  cries  aloud,  ^*  What  madnefs  is  it  in  you 
to  run  away  at  this  rate  ?"  The  flieriff  replied,  *^  Becaufe 
the  Engliih  are  more  numerous  and  better  foldiers  than 
we  are*"  "  If  you  got  your  due,  fays  the  bifliop,  the  king 
would  caufe  chop  off  your  golden  fpurs ;  but  follow  me^ 
and  with  the  affiftaAce  of  St  Columbus,  whofe  lands  they 
lay  wafle,  we  (hall  have  our  revenge."  With  thefe  words 
he  throws  away  his  bi(hop's  ftaff,  grafps  his  fword,  turns 
himfelf  to  the  iheriff,  with  this  expreflion,  **  Do  follow 
me."  They  did  follow  him,  came  up  with  the  enemy,' 
and  happily  obtained  a  complete  vidory.  There  fell  that 
day  more  than  500  Englifli,  befides  a  number,  who,  by 
crowding  into  their  boat,  overfet  it  and  were  all  drown- 
ed." Sinclair  was  a  great  favourite  of  the  king,  (Da« 
vid  IL),  who  always  in  converfation  called  him  "  My  own 
biihop ;"  and  the  letters  he  wrote  to  him  were  addrefTed, 
**  To  our  bifliop."  Sinclair  died  27th  June  1337,  having 
filled  the  fee  of  Dunkeld  25  years.  He  was  buried  in  the 
quire  of  Dunkeld,  which  he  built  from  the  foundation ; 
and  in  memorial  of  this  work,  he  caufed  to  be  ere&ed  onr 
the  top  of  the  eaft  gable  of  the  quire,  (the  prefent  churcb 
of  Dunkeld),  a  fluted  crois,  (part  of  the  armorial  bear ingar 
of  his  family),  which  is  ftill  ftanding  there. — Bifliop  George 
Brown,  of  whom  we  made  mention  on  a  fonner  occafiony 
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died  in  tbe  caflle  on  the  iflaad  of  the  loch  of  Chmie,  the  14A 
January  1514,  in  the  2d  year  of  the  reign  of  James  V. 
He  waA  of  the  faouly  of  Midmar.  He  ftudied  grammar  at 
Dundee,  and  philoibphy  at  St  Andrew's ;  and  was  after- 
waxd  promoted  to  be  chancellor  of  Aberdeen.  Being 
lent  to  Rome  by  the  King,  on  a  meffage  relative  to  the  fee 
of  Glafgow,  he  became  acquainted  with  the  college  of  car- 
dinals, and  particularly  with  the  vice-chancellor  Roderigo 
Boija,  who,  by  his  intercft  with  Pope  Sextos  I V.  got 
Brown  rai&d  to  the  lee  of  Dunkeld*  Being  in  his  old  age. 
much  afflided  with  the  gravel,  he  retired  to  his  caftle  on  the 
ifland  of  Clunie,  for  which  he  had  a  peculiar  predileAion, 
und  which  he  built  from  the  foundation,  all  but  the  vaok 
•f  the  great  tower.  He  is  reprefented  as  a  man  of  fomt 
learning  and  public  fpirit,  but  of  much  aqabition  and  ra- 
pacity. By  influence  and  dexterity,  not  altogether  juflifi* 
able,  he  found  means  to  enlarge  confiderably  the  bounds 
of  his  diocefe.  He  eould  ride  by  4  different  ways  fronr 
Dunkeld  to  Clunie,  all  on  his  own  ground.  It  was  he 
who  began  the  done  bridge  acrols  the  Tay  at  DunkeU,^ 
I  arch  of  which  he  lived  to  fee  completed  in  fummer 
lj&3  ;  but  this  bridge  was  never  finiflied.  In  the  fee  of 
Dunkeld,  he  was  the  immediate  predeceflbr  of  Oalvin 
Douglas,  the  elegant  trandator  of  VirgiL 

JoiHis  Cricbton^  known  by  the  name  of  the  aimirabli 
^ricbton^  who  maizes  fuch  a  diftinguiflied  figure  in  the  K- 
terary  annals  of  Europe,  is  feid  to  have  been  born  on  the 
ifland  of  Clunie.  This  was  confidently  afferted  by  the 
oldeft  people  of  this  poriih  who  have  died  in  the  raanoiy 
of  the  prefent  incumbent ;  they  were  educated  in  this  creed,, 
and  unwilling  to  bear  of  any  thing  advanced  to  the  contra- 
xy.  We  have,  however,  fe^n  no  records  that  afeertain 
the  place  of  his  birth.    We  know  for  certain,  that  be  was 
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Ac  foQ  of  Sir  Rolsert  Crichton  of  Elllock,  Lord  Advo- 
ette  of  Scotland,  who  was  proprietor  of  the  whole  baro&jr 
©f  Cloniey  and  who  was  fucceeded  in  that  property  by  his 
oUcft  fon  Sir  David  Crichton,  the  initials  of  whole  naipe^ 
together  with  thofe  of  his  wife's,  who  was  an  anceilor  of 
the  prefent  Stewarts,  of  Ballechin,  are  ftill  to  be  feen,  with 
a  lion  rampant,  all  in  relief,  on  a  triangular  ftone  in  the 
eaft  wall  of  the  caftle.  Without  entering  into  any  difqui* 
fition  with  refpeS  to  the  wonderful  abilities  of  James  Crich- 
ton, which  we  believe  his  eulogifts  have  greatly  exaggera- 
ted,  we  beg  leave  to  refer  for  particulars  to  the  new  Edis^ 
bttrgh  Encyclopaedia,  which  contains  perhaps  the  mofi  un« 
exceptionable  account  of  him.  His  fucceifive  adventures  ;it 
Paris,  Rome,  Venice,  Padua,  and  Mantua,  are  recorded  at 
large  in  the  3d  vol.  of  Dr  M'Kenzie's  Scotch  lives  ;  in  the 
»ift  No.  of  the  Adventurer ;  in  the  ift  vol.  of  Pennant's 
firft  Tour  through  Scotland ;  s^nd  in  the  Edinburgh  Maga« 
zine  and  Review  for  June  17741  in  which  lafl,  there  is  a 
iiinall  portrait  of  Crichton,  taken  from  the  original  paint- 
ings of  him,  which  are  £dd  to  be  flill  extant  in  many  col- 
lefiions  on  the  continent.  He  was  reprefented  on  horfe- 
back,  with  a  fword  in  the  one  hand,  and  a  book  in  the  o^ 
tber,  as  emblems  of  his  having  excelled  equally  in  the  ma- 
nual and  literary  exercifes.  At  Venice  he  contradled  aa 
intimate  friendihip  with  the  younger  Manutius,  a  man  of 
great  learning,  and  of  an  honeft  and  refpedable  charafier, 
who  relates  many  things  of  him  on  his  own  perfonal  know- 
ledge. He  was  an  eye-witnefe  to  Crichton's  behaviour^ 
both  in  the  prefence  of  the  Doge  and  Senate  of  Venice^ 
and  at  the  difputation  at  Padua ;  and  may  therefore  be  re- 
garded as  an  indubitable  teftimony  to  the  truth  of  both. 
The  caufe  and  manner  of  Crichton's  premature  and  unhap- 
py death,  will  perhaps  ftill  remain  in  fome  degree  of  obfco- 
rity  \  bat  we  have  the  authority  of  Manutius  for  believing 
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that  the  Court  of  Mantua  ordered  a  general  mourning  for 
him  ;  and  this  circumftance  alone,  independent  of  every  o- 
ther  panegyric,  throws  an  indelible  luftre  on  his  memory. 
A  mong  the  many  epitaphs  that  lamented  his  death,  it  may 
not  be  improper,  in  a  repofitory  of  this  kind,  to  infert  the 
following  one  by  Johnfon  in  his  infcriptions  on  Scotti^  he- 
roes: 

Jacobus  Critonius  Clunius* 

Mufarum  pariter  ac  Martis  alumnus,  omnibus  in  ftudiis, 
ip&  etiam  Italis  admirabilis,  Mantuae  a  ducis  Mantuani  ii- 
lio  noftumis  iniidiis  occifus  eft  anno  ChriRi  1581. 

£t  genus  et  cenfum  dat  Scotia ;  Gallia  pe£lus 
Excolit :  Admirans  Itala  terra  virum 

Ambit,  et  ^Se  fuum  vellet :  Gens  aemula  vitam 
Abftulit ',  an  fatis  hoc  dicat  ut  ilia  fuum  ? 

Mantua  habet  cineres,  fcelus  execrata  nefanduxn  ; 
At  tuniUli  tan  to  gaudet  honori  tamen. 

Remariabli 


•  For  the  fake  of  thofe  who  feem  to  be  of  opinion  that  die  wondeHol 
Crichton  was  not  a  cadet  of  the  Clunie  family  of  that  name,  but  of  the 
6unily  of  Elliock,  we  her^  beg  leave  to  quote  the  following  intelligence, 
coUe^ed  from  the  chartulary  of  che  Earl  of  Airly,  and  obligingly  com- 
municated to  us  by  Mr  Thomas  Mitchell  at  Craig,  prefcnt  fa^or  on  tbe 
Airly  eftate :  *'  Tbe  loch,  ifland,  and  chapel  of  St  Catharine,  within  the 
loch,  together  with  other  parts  of  the  barony  of  Clunie,  and  teinds  of  the 
whole,  anciently  belonged  to  the  fiiihop  of  Ounkeld,  the  reit  of  the  bftp 
rony  to  the  Herons  of  Glafclune.  About  the  commencement  of  the  Re- 
formation, that  part  which  pertained  to  Heron  was  apprifed  from  him  by 
Robert  (afterwards  Sir  Robert)  Crichton  of  ElUock,  King's  Advocate  of 
Scotland ;  and  at  the  fame  time  Oeor^re  Crichton,  Bi(hop  of  Dunkeld, 
who  was  a  brother  of  ^ir  Robert's,  difponed  to  him  his  whole  property 
in  the  barony,  with  this  remarkable  refervation,  that  it  (hould  be  in  the 
Biihop's  power,  at  any  time  he  nleafed,  to  refume  it,  and  incumbent  on 
the  difponee  to  yield  it»  and  aU  title  thereto,  and  to  remove  therefrom^ 
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RmariaMe  Seafons  and  Occurrences.*^n  the  dry  feafon  of 
1)23,  the  crop  here,  though  very  rich,  owing  probably  to 
the  fertilizing  dews  that  fell  in  the  night  time,  was  fo  fhort, 
thkt  a  boll  of  com,  with  all  ic3  ftraw,  couldeafily  be  con- 
tained within  the  four  corners  of  an  ordinary  iheet  or  can- 
▼afb  9  there  was,  however,  no  fcarcity  of  fodder,  the  fub- 
Sequent  winter  being  fo  exceedingly  mild,  that  the  cattio 
were  never  houfed  from  the  one  end  of  it  to  the  other. — In 
June  1724,  a  tremenduous  water-fpout  broke  upon  the  high- 
er parts  of  this  parifli,  and  engulphed  the  declivities,  in 
foch  a  majiner,  that  the  marks  of  it  are  in  many  places 
fiiU  vifible.*— The  long  and  fevere  froft  of  1740  was  fol- 
lowed 

spon  40  days  warning.  The  reafon  for  tKis  is  very  obTioas :  The  tw* 
brothers  had  confidered,  that  if  the  alteration  in  religion  fhoold  take  t£- 
k6L,  the  church  would  be  plundered  of  its  patrimony ;  and  it  would  be 
as  well  that  '>ir  Robert  Hiould  get  a  part  of  that  which  belonged  to  the  ' 
iiee  of  Dunkeld,  as  another ;  and,  if  the  old  eftablilhment  (hoold  again 
prevail,  the  Bi(hop  would  have  betn  reftored  to  his  own.  Upon  the 
rights  I  have  mentioned«  Sir  Robert  Crichton  procured  afterwards  a  char- 
ter  of  confirmation  and  novoiamus  from  King  James  VI.  of  the  whole 
karony  of  Clunie,  loch,  ifland,  &c.  with  the  advocation,  donation,  and 
right  of  patronage  of  the  parifli  and  parifh-kirk  of  Clunie,  and  chapel  of 
St  Catharine,  within  the  loch.  And  the  lame  were  enjoyed  by  him,  and 
his  fon  and  fucceflbr,  &c.  There  is  nothing  in  this  that  contradidls  the 
opinion  which  my  Lord  Buchan  has  formed,  that  the  mirabilis  Crichton 
was  a  fon  of  Sir  Robert  Crichton  of  Elliock,  as  Sir  Robert  might  be  at 
-we  time  designed  of  Elliock,  and  at  another  of  Clunie.'* 

From  Mylne*s  manufcript  hiftory  of  the  Biihops  of  Onnkeld,  we  find 
that  George  Crichton  filled  that  fee  from  the  year  1512  to  1559.  His  dif* 
pofidon  of  the  lands  of  Clunie  to  his  brother,  muft  have  happened  fome 
time  in  the  intermediate  fpace.  On  the  rights  difponed  to  him  by  ^he  Bi^ 
ihop,  Sir  Robert  would  naturally  take  pofleffion  not  only  of  the  property, 
but  probably  of  the  palace  of  Clunie  too,  efpeciaUy  as  it  muft  have  been 
then  in  high  accommodation,  having  been  lately  built  and  inhabited  by 
Biihop  Brown,  and  efteemed  at  that  time  one  of  the  principal  houfes  of 
this  country.  The  fuppofition,  therefore,  that  his  fon,  the  admirable 
Crichton,  who  died  a  young  man,  in  the  year  1581,  was  bom  on  th« 
iflaad  of  (^lunie^  feems  to  poflefs  the  higheil  degree  of  probability. 
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lowed  by  a  very  bad  crop,  owing,  in  part^  pcrhi^  to  the 
ground  being  ploughed /in  the  fpring  before  the  froft  was 
thoroughly  loofened  at  the  bottom  of  the  furrow  (  a  £car» 
/  city  enfued ;    and  fome  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  pariih 
were  obliged  in  the  winter  to  travel  as  far  as  Muntiyihiie 
,  for  meal,  whidi  they  brought  acrofs  the  mountains  with 
.eonfiderable  labour  and  expenfe. — The  drought  of  fiunmer 
1766  parched  the  crop  here  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  in  the 
autumn  many  of  the  corn-fields,  inftead  of  being  cut  down 
with  the  fickle,  were  paftured  by  the  horfes  and  cows ; 
but  the  mildnefs  of  the  enfuing  winter  prevented  any  haid 
confequences.— •In  Auguft  1769,  another  water-fpoor,  ac- 
companied with  dreadful  thunder  and  lightnbg,  fell  here 
of  an  afternoon,  from  the  S.  £. ;   and  in  a  few  minutes 
fwelled  the  torrents  to  an  amazing  height,  fWept  off  feve* 
ral  of  th^  bridges, .  and  did  confidetable  damage   to  the 
ftanding  corns. — In  1782  no  great  hardihip  was  fuffered 
here,  as  fome  of  the  moil  fubfiantial  &rmers  had  meal  in 
referve,  which,  when  a  mob  was  threatened,  they  fold  aff 
at  the  rate  of  20  s.  the  boll. — The  great  meteor  of  the  i8th 
Auguft  1783,  exhibited  no  phenomena  here  different  from 
thofe   obferved  in  other,  parts  of  this  country,  and  de- 
icribed  in  the  tranfaftiofid  of  that  yean     Its  paiTage  from  N. 
W.  to  S.  E.  was  marked  here  about  18  minutes  after  9 
o^clock  P.  M. — On  the  2  id  of  July  1786,  about  noon  day, 
a  hurricane,  refembling  a  tornado,  preceded  by  a  deceitful 
talm,  burfi  fuddenly,  with  a  ndfe  like  thunder,  from  the 
weft;    atid,  being  coUefted  into  a  current  by  the  high 
grounds  on  each  fide  of  the  Lunan,  raged  here  with  prodigious 
violence,  till  about  a  quarter  after  la  o'clock  noon  ;  during 
which  time  it  unroofed  feveral  houfes,  and  difinaatled  or 
6vefturned  fome  of  the  oldeft  and  fiouteft  trees  iH  the  dif« 
trid.     A  {lately  beech,  that  ftood  on  the  lawn  before  the 
door  of  the  houie  of  Fometb,  and  was  eftcemed  the  firft 
3  ituuiifliftte 
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ifsaii wak  hw»f  of  the  place,  ^ms  rooted  up )  4  6ld  piaiM 
feUofl  the  adjouifing  boak,  ati4y  at  Che  fame  time,  on  ch& 
ifla&d  of  Qttibie,  5  veneraMe  treed,  that  had  wiihftdod  the 
Mrfs  rf  e^turi^s,  asd  fbeltered  the  ifiand  en  the  N.  W. 
vere  hid  tfat  o&  the  gvoind.  The  waters  of  the  l^ch  im- 
ifcrwent  as  unufbal  agitation,  mkl  the  fpray  was  whirled 
k  ibowera  oi^er  the  noighti^eiirkig  grounds  to  a  cotifideraUe 
dillMice.  Thi9  hurrkaxt^,  hjr  for' th<  aaofl  dreadful  we 
erer  bad  occddon  to  wkneisi  was  teFmed  hy  the  people 
htre  an  utnh  wikdf  a^  fiippofed  «o  hav^  heen  accoinpa- 
'iiied  with  fome  degree  of  earthquake.'-^ About  the  end  of 
Fdln»rjrx7*8,  thei*  was  here  a  very  deep  fall  of  fuow, 
fuddeuly  followed  hy  a  fmarc  thaw  and  heurjr  rain,  whidi 
occafioned  fuch  an  Inundatioft  of  the  loch  of  Clunie,  a9  has 
net  been  feea  doriag  the  prefent  century^  The  whole 
ifland  wae  iMifieried  fbr  upwards  of  two  hourg,  and  its  tre^s 
afid  cailie  feemed  to  float  on  the  fiirface  of  the  water. 
The  fyieadow  of  Clqnie  lay  undor  water  4  fbet  de^p, 
aid  two  men  failed  acr<£  it,  in  a  ftraigbt  line,  ell  the 
tfiy  from  the  caftle-hill,  to  the  Wall  of  the  new  garden 
of  F^meth,  wichout  meeting  with  the  fmalleft  obftru^lioA. 
— O&the  rjjth  of  Noveitibet  17911  at  half  paft  7  o'clock 
P.  M.  Q  ffte-hall  of  uncooamon  uMgnitude,  apparently  ^ 
fefgej  or  very  nearly  as  htfge  as  the  difli  of  the 
moon,  was  obferved  hei>e  in  Its  paiTage  fVoni  S.  8.  W, 
to  N.  N.  E.  Its  elevation  feemed  eoandevable,  and  its 
snotfOfi  rapid.  For  a  few  feconds,  it  ilhuninated  the  eoon- 
try  all  around  very  diHihaiy.  It  emitted  fpaiika,  and  left 
a  train  behind  it  \  and,  a  little  to  the  northward  of  our  ze* 
liith,  it  divided  into  two  leflTer  balls,  which  alfo  emitted 
fptrks,  and  moved  wirii  equal  velocity,  their  diftance  In- 
creafing  as  they  proceeded  in  their  courfe  to  N.  N.  E» 
Before  they  reached  the  verge  of  bur  horizon,  they  both 
di&ppeated  at  the  feme  inftant,  a  little  below  the  great  ftar 
in  the  conftellation  of  Auriga ;  and  about  a  minute  after 
Vj.  IX*  Mm  their 
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their  dUappearance,-  we  heard  from  that  quarter  of  thtf  hetf* 
vens  a  loud  explofioui  fimilar  to  that  from  the  diicharge  of 
a  piece  of  ordoance.  The  meteor  was  obferved,  and  the 
49Xplofion  was  heard  at  Dunkeldhoufe,  and  the  time  there 
cerrefpbndted  with  the  obferratioo  here.  A  few  days 
afterward,  a  fevere  froft  fet  i|i  here,  with  Ibme  fnow,  and 
continued,  with  a  few  momentary  intervals  of  thaw,  tiU 
the  end  of  January  179a,  during  all  which  time  the  fur- 
face  of  the  ground  waf  one  (beet  of  ice :  The  people  west 
obliged  to-  carry  in  water  t«  their  cattle ;  and  neither  man 
(Bor  hoxfe  could  venture  abroad  without  having  their  feet 
iecured  with  iron.  A  remarkabk  rainy  feafon  followed ; 
the  mod  luxuriant  part  of  the  crop  was  lodged  in  the  begin- 
ning of  Auguil,  and  never  ripened ;  harveft  was  not  got  home 
.till  near  the  middle  of  November^  and  even  then  in  very 
poor  condition  ;  fuch  of  thie  crop  as  has  been  already  threfli- 
ed  out  is  by  na  means  produfiive :  The  barley  is  found  ve- 
ry unfit  for  making,  and  in  many  places,  it  retjuires  two 
bells  ef  oats  to  yield  one  boll  of  meak  The  nueal  is  in  ge- 
neral very  indifferent  in  its  quality.  The  people  are  natu- 
rally apprehenfive  of  bad  coniequences.  But  their  great^eil 
fuffering  at  prefent  arifes  fr  om  their  want  of  fuel.  The 
peats  that  were  cad  laft  fummer,  could  neither  be  got  dried, 
nor  carried  home,  on  account  of  the  incefTant  rains^  A  boll 
of  cbals,  f.  e.  42  ftone  weight,  cofts  juft  now  (Chrifima^ 
2792),  S^s.  Sterling  at  the  fhore  of  Perth,  and  on  accouat 
of  the  extreme  badnels  of  the  roads,  it  coib  48.  more  for 
.  the  carriage  of  it  to  Dunkeld. 

Advantages  and  Difadvantag€S^^''T!ht  farmers,  in  getieral, 
enjoy  the  great  advantage  of  a  perennial  fountain  of  good 
water  in  their  immediate  neighbourhood.  We  obferved, 
that  in  the  higher  parts  of  the  pariih  there  b  plenty  of 
good  peat|  and,  in  the  lower  parts^  broomj  furze  and  bruib- 

wood, 


^fJClunie^  ays 

wtnif  all  ftrfing  as  tfaevcpmmon  fuel  of  the  lohabilaBts* 
Cood  flexes  every  wbev^  abouodi  for  buildiog  knees  and 
^HMifes*    Marl  of  an  excelknt  quality  lies  at  no  great  di- 
fiance,  and  die  ground  is  well  calculated  for  mad.^  befides, 
It  has  almoft  elFery  where  a  flope,  favourable  for  draining; 
and  though  in  many  places  it  is  difficult  .to  be  cleared,  yet 
an  ordinary  feafons,  and  under  due  management,  it  never 
fsulsto  repay  the  labour  and  expenie  beftowed  upon  it* 
The  farmers  begin  to  be  feniible  of  thefe  advantages,  and  to 
make  a  proper  ufe  of  them.     But;  on  the  other  hand,  they 
labour  under  feveral  inconveniencies,  which,  it  is  hoped* 
will  in  a  (hort  time  be  removed.     Servants  wages  are  ex- 
•orbitant.     The  want  of  day.labourers  is  a  great  hindrance 
to  agricultural  improvement.     The  tenants  cannot '  be  re- 
^conciled  to  the  idea  of  meliorating  their  climate  and  foil, 
by  raifing  belta  of  feathered  wood  on  the  N.  E.  and  W. 
ides  of  indofures.  *  The  burn  of  Liman  is  iiifiered  to  iiK 
nndate  and  render  half  ufelefs   many   valuable   acres  of 
ground  in  the  park  of  Laighwood,  and  barony  of  Clunie, 
a  devafiation  that  might  be  prevented   in  both  places  by 
ftndghting  and  banking  the   burn,  which,  it   is   thought, 
could  be  done  in  a  fubfiantial  manner,  at  an  ,expenfe  not 
exceeding  L.  200  Sterling.      The  materiak  for  building 
good  houfes  abound  in  the  parifh  4  many  of  the  people  live 
in  miferable  fmoky  cribs,  more  like  fiies  for  hogs  than 
habitations  for  men.  Several  of  the  farmers  have  too  ,fhort 
leafes,  and  (bme   of  them   no  leafes   at    all ;   and   conle- 
^uently,  are  difcouraged  from  carrying  on  improvements 
to  any  extent.     The  old  oppreffive  cuftoms  of  bonnagc, 
thirlage,  and  fervitudes,  (difgraceful  to  the  country,  and  to 
bumanity),  are  not  yet  quite  aboliihed.     The  public  road^, 
though  lately  fomewhat  improved,  are  (till,  during  one 
ialf  of  the  year  at  leaft,  extremely  indifferent ;    tliough 
^ore  is  fpme  reafon  to  expeSi  that  the  commutation  of 
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libe  Aatote^Taifatar,  which  liogiiis  to  take  pli^»  «|ri  iln 
^cnnnnttitxg  the  reptrarioo  id  ihefexotds  io  aAtRC  Vrrtt 
will  be  prodnfKve  of  .good  «ff(^  Th^  p«atmofl<»«ie 
cbAantf  and  ingh  ih  *tlle  ihills ;  •atWi  l^  roa^s  that  lead  m 
theinLy  ane  ^t  oitly  for  kitttng  the  boafe^  ^tA  dafiik^  ck 
f»rts  tD  fttecea.  The  icstutnts  befe,  to  in  maogr  other  |»ct!b 
are  obliged  to  i]pend  too  mach  of  fbeir  tune  in  (irovidii^ 
the  necrflary  ^el  fw  the  winter.  There  is  bo  •coal  seam 
•IB  than  (he  flioi^ e  of  Pertih  ;  AeTivcf  T^t  teoad«ad-decp. 
Tons  between ;  -and  there  is  not  a  bridge  ^croja  it,  iaili 
tiriiole  oourfe,  from  Aberfeldy  to  Perth,  4.4.  io«-Goiufe  of 
upwards  of  40  miles.  There  ia»  however,  a  -certain  pra- 
iftSi  of  imich  benefit  'accruing  to  this  ifiait  cf  the  coaaA]^ 
Irom  the  new  road  o^asked  one  from  Perth  to  ^he  Jiver 
)la,  and  ^om  the  bridge  that  is  about  i|o  .be  hntlt  acrdf 
(h^t  river  at  IVIelkloury  which  wiJl  .gteatly  faoiligale  tfat 
carriage  of  ccnl  and  ilime,  and  oChsr  tieceffiu^jf  ^xOfiks 
fcrfh. 
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{CouvTT  OF  £DiNBURaH,  St^od  qf  Loxhlmt  Jk»^ 


By  (he  JUv.  Mr  Walter  Fj8H£1U 


Ettimif  CXffuUe,  ^tfaci^  &rb 

ITS'tXMit  b  libmit '5  miks  in  length,  and  3  m^reaSA. 
The  eKnmte,  'though  ^fobjeft  to  the  Tariable  weaAer  xji 
the  ithndy  'is  mild  «nd 'bcfikfafii].  Vany  -difleoiper,  more 
fttquent  than  another,  attack  the  inhabitants,  it  is  -the 
«gae,  a  icomiilaint  which  chiefij  *prevaik  in  'the  firring, 
"When  'the  eaflerlj  wind  often  becomes  a  trade  -n^ind,  is 
loadeS'WtA'Cdld  vaponr,  and  'lek  in  all  its  feveritj  on  the 
eo&empartB  df  the  Ifland.  The  *fiice  of  the  pariih  is  un- 
^qnalyifaixt  the  fine  Teats,  the  gentle-fwellings  of  the  ground, 
the  iBteiiiiiature'<)f*melorares  and  {Plantations,  render  it  ex** 
twurtty>  beoiitiftd*  The  pr6fy^&  -  from  the  higher  grounds 
»e  at  -a«oe  ^rifrh  irod  exteiifiTe.  The  river  Tjne  runs 
titfoogh  tbe*pariih  from  8.  to  ^«  and-diougfa  herebut  a 
Itfithty  ^yti  it  widc^  in  -its  yogr<ife,  -b^finre  it  falls  into 
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the  Forth  at  Tynningham.  Its  banks  are  decorated  ^tk 
handfome  and  noble  feats. .  In  this  parifliy  the  magnificent 
ihiiftures  of  Ozenford  caffle  and  Frefton  Jiall»  planted  on 
oppofite  banks  of  the  river,  the  pifturefque  but  natural 
formation  of  grounds^  the  fields  chequered  with  trees,  and 
crowned  with  corns  4  all  thefe  arreft  the  eye  of  the  travel- 
ler,  and  prefent  to  his  view  a  landfcape  equal  to  f«me  of 
the  mod  cultivated  fpots  in  England. 

ManufaBures^  i^c^-^-^Tht  ftaple  commodity  of  the  parifh 
is  corn.  Oats  are  carried  to  Dalkeith,  where  there  is  a 
weekly  market,  the  heft  in  Scotland  for  that  fpecies  of 
gr^in,  and  fold  to  meal  makers  at  a  ready  money  price. 
Feafe  and  beans  arcf  carried  to  the  fame  market.  Wheat 
is  fold  to  bak«rs  or  ftarch  makers ;  and  barle^  to  brewers, 
dilHllers,  or  barley  makers.  Quarries  of  freeftone,  lime* 
fione^  and  pitcoal,  are  wrought  in  ieveral  places,  and  make 
a  good  return  to  the  proprietors.  The  price  of  a  boll  of 
fhells  is  10  d.  9nd  i«* ;  4fXk^  ^  ^  lQa4  of  coals,  equal  to  1 
cwt.  5  d.  Near  to  Couiland  are  a  brick  work  and  a  pot* 
tery.  At  Upper  Graadpn,  works  h^ve  been  lately  ereAed 
for  ^^2&ixkg  ^ar  from  pitcoal  \  an  ingenious  proceis,  whidi 
jeilcids  ^uch  honour  on  the  Earl  of  Dundonald,  who  made 
the  difoove/y,  and  enjoys  by  patent  an  exclufive  privilege 
for  the  mani^fR&ure.  The  coals  are  put  into  ovens,  and 
after  being  kindled,  are  floTvIy  decompofed  9  while  the  vo- 
Jatile.  parts  fly  ofi*  into  feparate  refervoirs,  w^ie^e  fhey  are 
condenfed.  Each  condenfer  has  two  ovens  appi:pBnate4 
lo  it,  and  between  the  ovens  and  condeofers  i^  placed  a 
long  leaden  cifiem  filled  with  water,  in  ^  order  to  haften  the 
procels.  The  condenfed  fluid  is  then  conveyed  from  the 
condenfers,  by  a  cock* into  wooden  pipes,  .which  lead  it  i|i« 
to  a  pit ;  from  whence  itis  pumped  into  the  ftill,  .By  th^ 
^  of  difiillatiooy  or  boding,  the  {{,eam  files  of  into  another 

large 
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Ivge  wooden,  vdOfel;  where  it  is  coodenfed  into  an  oii  amd 
volatih  fpirii^\ .  Tbc  diilillatton  contbues  for  the  fpace.  of 
4i  days,  when  the  refiduum  in  the  fiill  makes  excellent 
Uxr.  The  oil:  and  fpirit  are.  then,  dtawn  off  into  a  ixnaller 
TdTel,  and:  as.  the  oil  fwims  on  the  top,  a  feparation  is  ea* 
filj  laade^  hj  drawing  off  the  ipirit..  If  the  tar  is  boiled 
ift  the  fiill  for.  5I  days,  the  fiuff  remaining  in  the  ftill  is 
thea^£aIled  bai/pkcb;  and  fliould  the  procels  be  continued 
a  day  longer,^  it  ^wc^uld  become  as  brittle  as  gla&.  The 
Toladle  fi»!rit  b  diftilled  a  fecon^-  time  before  it  is  expoJ(ied 
to-fale,  and  afberwards  .made  «ito  hart/bom  by  the  chymift. 
A  hrigbt  vornijh  ia.  produced,  by  tnkung  one  gallon  of  the 
forelaid  oil  with  fis  lb>  rofin,  and  then  boiling  diem  tog^ 
ther;  and  %  hlack  fxtrtiifh^  by:  noising  and^oiling  together 
4lb.roiiny  x  galbn  of  the  above  oil,  and  i  Scotch  pint,  of 
die  half  pitch.  The  Britilh  taf  is-  of  a  blacker  colour,,  and 
has  a  finer  ikin  than  common  tar*  It  contains  no  water 
like  the  ktfter^  and  it&  quality  is  itkjured  by  any  mixture 
ef  lamp  black,  t^^  and  white  lead,  oil  or  tallow«  VegCN 
table  tar,  containing  an  acid  that  corrodes  iron,  does  not 
anfwer  as  a  prefervative  from  ruft  ;  but  this  tar,  poffei&ng 
Bo  fuch  cpzroGve  .quality,  is  found  to  be  an  effe6htal  co- 
vering for  gons,  fliot,  bolts,  and  all  iron  work.  Its  prin- 
cipal recommendation  however  is,  that  it  is  excellently  a* 
dapted  for  paying  the  bottoms  of  ibips,  and  preferving 
.wooden  work,  that  is  expofed  to  the  weather,  or  liable  XSk, 
be  worm-<aten»  If  the  half  pitch  cannot  be  readily  pro^ 
cured,  when  required,  the  tar  may  be  brought  to  that  con« 
fiftence,  by  boiling  it  a  fufficient  time  \,  to  be  afcertainedl 
by  dipping  into  it  a  chip  of  wood,  which  on  cooling,  will 
fhow  when  the  tar  has  acquired  the  proper  degree.  The 
tar  and  pitch  muft  always  be  heated  before  they  are  ap- 
plied. On  wooden  work,  firft  lay  on  the  tar  quite  hot, 
and  then  a  coat  of  warm  pitch.    Files  that  are  to  be  dri- 
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vm  mta  ttse  groondy  flioiild  be  wett  heaixd,-  before  ^^ 
ure-  ^pcd  into  the  ludf  picdw  Naib  arelKkeredyby 
faeflling  them,  in  a  wire  baflLet  arcr  &  fl<iv«t  mnd  bafi% 
dij^fnog  theai,  while  bot,  into  the  tar;  As  tiRjr  cool,  the 
tBT  dries*  on  Chen,  a^id  wbem  thus  prepared,  they  are  net 
apt  to  mA,  Of  render  the  wood  what  is  caHed  irea-fidc. 
Womu  do  not  petietrate  into  wood  that  bad  beeft  proper- 
ly impregoattd  with  the  tar  %  if  the  bottom  ef  »  veSd 
therefore  be  of  fir,  all  that  is  necefiarjr  is  to  five  her  wdip 
end  while  the  platfk  k  hett  to  U/  on  a  coat  of  file  tar  hctc- 
ed  to  a  pot.  When  the  feaaw  are  chaidbed,  fiatfli  the 
whole  with  a  coat  of  half  pitch  prepared  ia  the  fame  aiaD^ 
ner.  But  as  oak,  £roin  its  dofe  tezturey  will  not  imbibe 
a  fttificfe&t  quantitf  of  tar^  to  prefen^  it  agaittft  tbe  worm 
fcr  any  len^h  of  time,  it  is  neeeiTary  to  iheath  oak.  bot- 
tomed vefieb  with  white  fir  woo^r  impregnated  with  the 
tar,  to  lacker  the  (heathing  nails,  and  lay  over  all  a  ceac 
w£  half  pitch  to  finifli  it  o£  Bricifli  vanu(h  is  prefembk 
to  turpentine  ▼amiih,  becai^  the  oil  of  which  it  is  made, 
is  of  X  more  penetrating  nature  than  that  of  tarpenciae. 
The  efieft  it  has,  when  laid  on  wood,  i$  to  elofe  its  pores, 
by  filling  them  with  the  rofin  it  contains,  Mid  thus  to  len- 
der white,  or  fsq»  wood,  eqnal  in  qtiality  to  red*  The 
br^hc  or  ekM*  vamilh  is  uied  ih  the  fame  manner  as  tar* 
pentine  vamifli,  and  anfwers  as  a  febftitute  for  lintteed  oil, 
ill  painting  ail  eotonrs,  essept  with  red  and  white  lead 
-when  dry ;  bat  if  thefe  be  groond  with  oil>  it  k  then  eqebl 
to  turpentine  varnifliy  and  comes  much  cheaper.  The 
•Uaok  varnifh  is  deigned  for  aM  parts  of  a  velTel  e^tpoM 
to  the  weather,  where  paint  or  pitch  is  Dt>t  afad«  It  dties 
faft,  and  gives  a  fine  glofs  to  the  wood.  The  tar,  bsfbre  it 
is  boiled,  is  fold  for  greafing  carts  at  6  d.  a  Scotch  pint. 
A  barrel  rf  boiled  tar  containing  32  gallom  Englifli  mca- 
liure,  is  fold  at  the  works  far  L.  i,  3  s.  SterUog.    And  s 
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yird  of  board  Ifiid  over  with  it  cofts  about  a  halfpenny. 
A  barrel  of  half  pitch,  containing  32  gallons  Englilh  mea* 
fure,  is  fold  at  L.  i,  j  s.  The  oil  at  2  s.  6  d.  the  gallon  ;« 
the  bright  and  black  varnifh  at  the  fame  price ;  and  the  • 
volatile  fpirit,  after  a  fecond  diftillation,  at  8  s.  6  d.  the  cwt. 
The  refiduum  of  the  coals  in  the  ovens  proves  to  be  good 
tinders^  which  are  fold  to  founders  and  'brewers  at  9  d.  the 
bdl. 

jitaiquitiest  CiT^.— Coufland  was  ,  burnt  by  Somerfet, 
ivhen  he  invaded  Scotland  with  a  powerful  army,  to  en- 
force the  marriage  of  the  beautiful  Mary  with  the  young 
King  of  England.  Though  the  Union  of  the  two  king- 
doms was  an  important  and  defirable  objed,  yet  this  was 
•certainly  a  rough  mode  of  making  love  to  a  Queen. — On 
the  fouth  fide  of  this  village,  are  to  be  feen  the  ruins  of 
fome  buildings,  with  two  inclofures  furrounded  by  high 
walls.  No  authentic  account  of  them,  after  much -refearch, 
can  be  fband ;  but  if  we  may  credit  tradition,  they  are  the 
remaios  of  a  nunnery.  The  higheft  wall,  commonly  call- 
ed the  White  Dike,  at  prefent  meafures  24  feet,  and  the 
reft  vary  in  height  from  5  to  11.  The  inclofures  were  un- 
doubtedly orchards,  fince  cherry  trees  and  goofeberry 
bttiiies  were  ftill  growing  a  few  years  ago.  That  there ' 
was  a  church  yard  here,  and  a  bell  to  be  feen  hanging  in 
the  end  of  fhe  chapel,  tiU  it  was  carried  dS  by  fome  tin- 
kers, are  fa£b  fupported  by  tiie  teftimony  of  perfons  ftill 
alive.  Hence  it  is  probable,  that  it  was  a  religious  foun- 
dation, and  perhaps  dedicated  to  St  Bartholomew,  fince 
there  are  fome  acres  of  ground  to  the  fouthward,  which  re- 
tain the  name  of  Bartholomew's  Firlot.  The  old  manfe 
which  ftood  near  to  Preftonhall,  is  faid  to  have  been  a  reft- 
iag  place  for  the  religious  in  their  way  to  Melrofe.  No 
jdate  could  be  dsfcovered  on  the  building,  but  over  one  of 
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^e  windows  W9B  this  fpll^wiog  infcriptiaii  in  the  Mwd^Ui 
ilyle,  '  Diverforiam  ipfra,  flabiuculum  fiiprau'  At  Upper 
^Cx;in(ion  Stands  a  venerable  green  hollj,  perhaps  the  lar- 
^eik  in  tlie  iiland,  with  too  evideotf marks  pf  old  age  aad  de- 
cajr.  h  meafures  7^  feet  in  circumfierenc^,  or  a  feet  4J64 
inches  in  diameter,  and  where  it  divides  into  braachca^ 
the  trunk  is  no  more  than  7  feet  high,  ^t  Caickmoor, 
there  u  a  thriving  beech  16  feet  round,  or  5  feet  i.ii  ia« 
ches  in  diameter,  and  at  Preftonhall,  another  15  feet  round, 
pr  4  feet  9.29  inches  10  diameter.  Thefe  treet*  from 
their  near  fituation  to  the  manfion  houfes^  iatm  to  hava 
been  planted  at  firft  in  the  garden  ground,  to  which  cir« 
pumftance  we  mufi  in  foqpie  meafure  afcrihe  the  great  fiiuB 
fhej  now  ejdiibit. 

Hnjhaniry^  ^r."<— It  was  in  this  parifli  that  the  firft  ez« 
umple  of  the  drill  husbandry  was  given.  Sir  John  Dal-^ 
rymple  of  Coulland,  grandfather  to  the  profient  Baronet, 
was  the  firft  perfpn  who  iotraduced  into  Scotland  the  fow* 
ing  of  turnip,  and  the  planting  of  caUages  in  the  open 
field.  He  alfo  greatlj  improved  the  breed  of  horfes  and 
hlack  cattle,  and  was  among  the  firft  who  fowed  clover 
and  rje  grafs.  Mr  Cockbuni  of  Ormifton,  a«d  he,  both 
of  them  diftinguiiheid  by  zeal  fer  their  country,  and  a  paf« 
fion  for  agriculture,  cftabltftied  at  Ormifton  a  fociety, 
^hich  had  for  its  objed  the  improvenieat  of  htifbandry. 
Befides  adpal  fanners,  perfons  of  the  firft  rank  in  the  coaa- 
try,  were  proud  of  being  inroUed  as  members  of  that  cfaA. 
The  Duke  of  Perth,  and  John  £axl  of  Stair,  regularly  at* 
tended  its  monthly  meetings.  The  ibil  of  this  pariih  ooo* 
iSfts  partly  of  clay  or  fliff  lands,  and  partly  of  thofie  that  afo 
light.  The  whole  is  arable,  in  general  fertile,  and  well  a- 
dapted  fpr  producing  all  kinds  of  grain.  The  ftate  of  t* 
griculcur^  b  much  the  ibme  aa  in  other  pariihes  of  Afid- 
X  Lothian. 


Lodma'.  two-lidrfe  ploOghB  arc  univcrfelly  employed, 
and  the  ploagh  h^ld  m  Ingljfeft  eftimatioD  is  that  made  by 
J.  SouA  at  Roiebaak,  whieh  is  deferredly  confidered  asf 
de  greatdl  ifnprovemeiit  agricttltive  ha^  received  for  ma- 
ny  years.  Mf  S«sall  poblifbed  foMie  time  ago  an  account 
(tf  kis  plou^  ii>  a  pai>tkiilar  treatiftr  and  fince  that  publu 
oAatti  he  ha»  ande  a  farther  improvement,  hy  fubfiituting^ 
IB  pfaeo  o#  the  wooden  hcad^,  one  of  cafl  mefaK  Lait  yeai^ 
(179 1,)  the  firft-  experiment  was  made  virth  a  plough  fo- 
mounted  in  this  parifli^  and  before  proper  judg^s^  Though 
die  Seld  pitcked  on  was  very  rottgh,  and  fix  horfes  were 
yoked  and  driven  on  at  a  great  rate,  yet  the  caft  metal 
head  was  not  in  the  leaft  damaged.  Since  that  time  prao 
iet  proves,  that  ao  tcrce  ei^er  necefTary  to  be  applied  tH 
t&e  pkxigfa  caft  injure  it.  The  vahie  of  this  improved! 
filough  appear*  from  its  being  univerfally  adopted,  and 
^  great  commiiBons  the  inventor  receives.  The  advan* 
llge  of  alfienMite  green  and  white  crops  is  fuflScieutly  un^ 
detftood }  but  though  the  turnip  huftandry  was  firft  prac- 
ticed here,  and  the  nature  of  the  foil'  in  many  parts  is  very 
filvouraible  to  thai  fyllem,  yet  turnips  are  fcarcely  Gultiva<< 
ted  at  {Mrefent.  The  turnip  h«rfbandsy  requires  fo  accuraM 
t  ikiU  in  the  buying  and  felling  of  cattle,  that  every  perfoa 
il^aot  qiiidified  for  condoftiMig  it«  lb  is  a  curious  fiid,  tbat^ 
when  turnips  were  firft  cuhivated  in  the  parifli,  during 
thofe  early  e]>p«timeiif!»,  ao<  manure,  it  was  imagined,  would 
anfwer  for  rajfing  them^  bat  the  beft  which  Edinburgh  pro* 
Aiced.  The  priuoipal  prodaftions  are  wheat,  barky,  oats, 
^afe,  beaas^  hay  %  and  the  bed  rotation  that  is  dbferved  if 
ftBow,  wheat,  peafe,  barley,  gra&  and  oats.  Some  of  th« 
fcrmers  drive  manure,  from  the  diftance  of  4  or  5  milesi 
and  up  hill,  to  improve  their  i6S  lands,  every  cubic  yard 
of  which,  when  laid  on  the  land,  cofis  diem  about  5  s. 
The  £(»ma  are  laid  out  bom  soo  to  500  acres.     The  rent 
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of;  land  runs  from  5  s.  to  30s.  an  acre,  and  a  fbw  fields  of 
good  quality  are  let  fo  high  as  L.  2  the  acre.  A  mildew- 
tafcds  the  banks  ef  the  Tjne  from  Cranfton  to  Fencait* 
land»  and  fometimes  does  material  damage  to  wheat  and 
oats.  The  lands  about  Ormiilon  generally  fiifier  moie 
than  any  other  part  of  the  trad  where  it  prevails.  The. 
rent  of  the  panfli  is  about  L.  280Q  Sterling,  and  the  ya* 
lued  rent  is  L.  6208  :  i :  4  Scots.  The  rent  of  the  fmalleft 
farm  is  L.  35,  and  of  die  greateft  L.  300  *• 

Fopulhtion^  \Sc. — The  population,  according  to  Dr 
Webfter's  report,  was  725.  From  an  exaft  furvey  made 
in  the  I79ft9  the  number  of  fouls  amounted  to  839  ;  maks» 
376,  females,  463,  After  extrafting  3  different  periods 
from  the  parilh  regifter,-  the  number  of  births  ftood  as  fol< 
lows:  from  1715  to  1726,  the  males  were  IZ2,  and  the 
females  144,  total  256;.  from^  1739  ^^  ^75^»  ^^  males 
were  106,  and  the  females  iii,  total  217  ;  and  from  1779 
to  1790,  the  males  were  90,  and  the  females  95,  total  185. 
The  average  of  male  births,  therefore,  for  the  fpace  of  30 
3rears,  is  fomewhat  more  than  10,  of  female  more  than  iip 
and  of  bothy  nearly  22  yearly.  From  this  eztrad,  how- 
ever, it  would  not  be  a  juft  conclufion  to  infer,  that  the 
number  of  births,  and'  confequently  the  population,  has 
been  on  the  decreafe ;  becaufe  every  year,  on  account  of 
the  feceffion,  the  negled  or  poverty  of  parents,  feveral 
births  are  omitted  to  be  inferted  in  the  parid  regifien 
The  average  of  marriages,  for  the  fpaoe  of  xo  years,  a^ 
mounted  to  8,  but  the  regifler  where  they  are  inferted  has 
not  been  kept  with  any  exadneis.     There  are  5  villages 

in 

*  The  wages  of  a  ploughman  during  the  half  year,  are  from  L.  t,  15  >• 
to  L  3,  6  s.  and  of  a  hind  from  L.  5  to  ll.  5,  10  s.  during  the  year,  witft' 
grafs  i^^  a  cow,  and  2  pecks  of  meal  in  the  week.  The  hire  of  4  lUf- 
Ubourer  is  zo  d.  and  i  s.  in  winter,  and  z  s.  s  d.  in  fummer. 


iftthepariiIi».Crdnfion,  Coufland^  and  Preftonf  the  popu- 
htion  of  Cranfiron  is  81  malest  xo6  iemalesy  total  187  ;  of 
Couilandy  68  males,  94  females,  total  i6%\  and  of  ,Fre&oni 
ap  males,  4^  females,  total  75. 

Seceders,      •  •         -  1$  Weavers,          -  -  4 

Epifcopalians,        •  4  Shoeinakers,.  -  3 

Heritors  reiiding^        -  a  .Tailors,.         -  -  3 

Farmers,         -         •  14  Millers,          .  •  2 

Surgeon,            .        .  z  Baker,          -  -  x 

Retailers  ofiinall  groceries,  7  Gardeners,  -  -  4 

Innkeepers,            -  a  Sheriff  officer,  -  z 

Smiths,        -            •  3  Juflicc  Peace  ofliccr,  .  -     x 

Mafbns,         ...  3  Scboolmafteis,  -  2 

Carpenten^            •  4  Clergyman,  -  X 

The  rent  of  a  houfe  is  from  12  s.  to  20  s.  There  is  no 
charafterifiical  di&i'ence  between  the  inhabitants  of  this  and 
the  other  pariflies  of  Mid-Lothian.  If  there  be  any  ground 
for  animadverfion,  the  abufe  of  fpiritous  liquors  among  tlie 
bwer  ranks  affords  it.  Where  fuch  a  habit  prevails,  the 
health  fufiers,  bufinefs  is  negle&ed,  and  poverty  follows 
of  courfe.  Thefe  pernicious  efiedb  were  not  fo  common, 
when  ale  and  beer  were  more  generally  drunk.  It  would 
certainly  then  be  an  eflential  fervice  to  the  commimity,  to 
impofe  fuch  a  duty  on  fpiritous  liquors,  or  to  transfer  it 
from  ale  and  beer  to  them,  as  would  diminiih  the  number 
of  low  tippling  houfes,  and  bring  back  the  people  to  the 
fafer  ufe  of  malt  liquor. 

Stifund  and  Poor. — ^The  ftipend  is  L.  57:6: 11  A-  in 
money,  16  bolb  2  pecks  i  Uppy  of  barley,  32  bolls  z 
peck  I  lippy  of  oats,  and  a  bolls  3  pecks  of  wheat.  The 
living  is  in  the  gift  of  Lady  Dalrymple  Hamilton  MacgiU, 
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teprdentftdre  of  the  Vifcotints  of  Oxeofbrd.  tl^  maA^ 
fion  hoafe  and  Iamb  of  Eaft  Caicknoor,  tlioi^k  disjoiiied 
'  hj  rhe  pariih  cvf  Gricht0ii«  yet  h^xmg  to  dlb  pariily  and 
paj  ftipend  to  the  miniiter.— -The  poor  ere  fBp^orted  frodi 
the  weekly  coUc&ions,  and  the  interefi  of  money  left  by 
charitabre  perfons  for  their  behoof ;  a  fund  which  ho  hi- 
dierto  anfwered  tvtrj  demand,  and  confequeiidy  tfetm  Yum 
been  no  afleffment.  llie  number  of  poor  9  fsom  14 1« 
29,  and  their  capital  at  intereft  is  L.  357  Sterling.  In  thii 
pariih,  there  \s  a  Friendly  Society,  lately  tnfiituted  fer  dM 
ftipport  of  its  diftrefled  membefs  and  indigent  wid0iv& 
The  regulations,  dilated  by  czperience,  or  co^ed  im0L 
fimilar  focxeties  of  a  long  ftandtng,  feem  well  calculated  t» 
anfwer  the  ends  of  the  inftitution.  Such  afibciatioM  merit 
the  countenance  of  the  landed  intereil^  becaufie  diey  teni 
to  leiTen  the  munber  of  the  pooTi  and  retard  a  general  at 
fcflment. 
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PARISH   OF  KILCONQ^UHAR, 


{COUHTT  AKP  STHOB  OF  FiFE,  P&S8BTTERT  OF  St 

Andrsw'8.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  Alexander  Small. 


Name,  ExiiMt,  Sor/hcf,  Soil,  i^e. 

J^IicBtf^w^M  u  deriired  probaUj  either  from  C^lbf  the 
cell  or  chapel  of  a  biat  or  monk,  called  Conacbdr; 
or  from  the  Gaelic  Kil,  a  place  of  worihip  or  interment, 
and  Cooadiar.  From  S.  to  N.  that  is,  from  the  fea  to  the 
borden  of  the  parifli  of  Ceres,  it  is  about  8  Englifh  miles 
ii  length ;  and,  is  general,  about  2  in  breadth.  It  is  iitna- 
ted  in  that  pait  of  the  county  of  Fife,  which^  on  account 
of  the  narrowneis  of  the  land,  jutting  out  into  the  German 
Sea,  and  waihed  bj  the  friths  of  the  Forth  and  the  Tay,  is 
called  the  Eaft  Nook'  of  Fife.  Its  furface  is  fomewhat  ir- 
regnhr,  being  flat  in  the  fouth  for  i^  miles  from  the  fea ; 
rifing  gently  towards  the  north  for  about  a  miles ;  then, 
gfter  a  imall  declivify,  aicending  again  towards  the  north 
ftr  more  than  |  of  a  mUe,  on  the  north  of  which  the  ground 
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is  partly  flat,  but,  for  the  moft  part,  declining  towards  the 
north.  The  foil  in  the  fouthem  part  is  light  and  fandy, 
but  by  proper  culture,  heais  dch  crops;  in  the  high^ 
ground  of  the  very  beautiful  and  fertile'  bank  that  iEaces  the 
fea,  it  is  deep  black  loam  ;  in  fome  places,  very  rich  clay. 
In  the  jiqrtbem  part^  though  it  is  in  fome. places  abundant- 
ly rich,  the  climsCce  is  le&  favourable  ;  the  foil  too,  in  many 
places,  being  a  clay  bottom  mixed  witli  fand,  is  of  inferior 
quality,  and  lefs  produdtiye;  it  is  now  arable  in  general; 
not  ^ong  fince,  a  great  paiit  of  it  was  taken  from  moors ;  in 
d\  y  feafons,  however,  it  yields  good  crops ;  much  wheat 
and  barley  of  excellent  quality  is  raifed  in  the  fouthem 
parts  *,  peafe  and  beans  alfo^  and  every  kind  of  .^rain  that  is 
iifual  in  this  country,  fucceed  well  here. 

jigricuhure,  Ur.— :Though  the  farniers  are  not  attached 
to  any  particular  Aiode  of  farming,  the  following  is  a  rota- 
tion of  crops  frequently  obferved  here,  wheat,  turnip,  or 
any  green  crop^  barley,  and  clover  *.  There  are  few  oats 
raifed  in  the  lower  part  of  the  parifh,  but  they  are  much 
ufed  in  the  higher  grounds.  Sometimes  we  fland  in  need 
of  importation  of  oats  and  qat-meal ;  while  we  export 
confiderable  quantities  of  wheat,  barley,  peafe  and  beans,  and 
fome  potatoes.  The  late  Earl  of  Balcarras,  about  40  yeais 
^go,  introduced  field  turnip  into  his  plaQ  of  Arming,  and 
fed  .oxen  with  them  to  a  great  extent ;  th«  ufe  of  that  va- 
luable  root  was  not  perhaps  foon^r  kpown  in  this  part  of 
the  country ;  his  Lordihip's  example  was  but  little  follow^ 

♦  Wheat  is  fown  in  September,  Oa.  ber,  November,  fome  even  in 
Januaiy  and  February;  which  laft  is  fornetimes  found  to  anfwer  well: 
It  is  reaped  commonly  in  Auguft  and  September.  Peafe  "and  beam  are 
fown  in  February,  March,  and  beginning  of  April ;  barley  generally  ia 
May :  And  re»pcd  in  Auguil^  September,  or  fome  times  beginning  if 
Odobcr. 
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cd,  if  at  all,, till  within  thefe  25  years  ;  the  praftice  is  now 
become  very  general,  to  the  great  benefit  of  the  country. 
— When  the  turnip  appears  above  ground,  it  is  often  much 
hurt  from  a  caufe  that  feems  hot  to  be  well  underftood,  forte 
imputing  it  to  a  fly  that  eats  the  tender  leaves  j  att  ingeni- 
ous gentleman  in  this  neighbourhood,  who  his'beftowed 
much  attention  on  this  fubjeS,  imputes  it  to  froft,  tod  i5  con- 
fident the  turnip  fuffers  nothing  from  the  fly.  The  Rut  a  baga 
or  Swedifh  turnip,  was  introduced  inta«;his  parifli  about  4 
years  ago.     Its  leaves  refemble  the  rib  kail  plants,  the  root 
refembtes  field  turnip,  not  fo  large  in  general,  but  heavier 
in  proportion  to  its  file,  and  of  much  firmer  texture.     It  id 
believed,  that  as  great  weight  of  this  root  may  be  raifed  on 
an  acre,  as  of  field  turnip  ;  this  plant  feems  to  be  gaining 
ground  here  ;  it  is  proof  againft  the  mod  intenfe  froft ;  the 
feafon  for  fowing  it  is  from  the  ift  to  the  2cth  May ;  it 
may  either  be  tranfplanted  as  cabbage,  or  managed  as  field 
turnip.     Potatoes  were  fcarcely  known  in  this  country  40 
years  ago  \  they  now  afford  the  poor  half  their  fuftenance, 
and  generally  appear  at  the  tables  of  the  rich ;  they  are 
well  known  to  be  very  proper  food  for  horfes  and  other  a- 
nimals,  and  are  fometimes  diftilled  into  whilky.     Peafc  and 
beaiis  are  much  ufed,  and  generally  fown  in  drills ;  they 
are  hoed  with  the  plough,  and  afterwards  with  hand  hoe», . 
which  renders  them  meliorating  crops.     The  number  of 
horfes  in  the  parifli  is  about  239  ;  of  cattle,  624  ;  of  affes, 
aa ;  of  wheel-carriages,  3.     The  plough  generally  ufed  is 
that  of  Small's  conftruftion,  with  a  broad  fock  and  mold 
board  of  Carron  metal.     Twenty  or  30  years  ago,  the  al- 
moft  univerial  pra&ice  of  the  farmers  of  this  parifli  was,  to 
yoke  2  horfes  and  4  oxen  in  a  plough  \  now,  ploughs  are 
generally  drawn  by  2  horfes,  one  ploughman  managing 
them ;  fcarcely  are  any  oxen  feen  in  a  plough. — There  are 
betweea  70  and  80  ploughs,  and  about  the  fame  number  of 
Vol.  IX.  O  o  carts  •, 
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carts;  about  40  jean  ago,  few  carta  were  nfed  in  this  eoun* 
trj  ;  coals,  viflual  and  other  articles,  were  at  that  period, 
and  perhaps  later,  carried  on  horfebackj  com,  haj,  maanR^ 
&c.  were  driven  with  wains,  drawn  bj  2  horles  and  2  oxea. 
The  pariih  contains  6^^  ploughgates,  confifting  of  between 
40  and  50  acres  each,  fo  that  the  whok  parifli  may  be  com- 
puted at  upwards  of  3000  acres  arabk,  befides  280  acres  of 
links  or  iandj  pl^s,  the  haunts  of  rabbits,  a  fpecies  of  a- 
.  nimals,  which,  Augh  deftruftive  to  com,  bring  no  fmaO 
profit  to  the  proprietors  %  the  j  are  extreme! j  prolifie,  beii^ 
fiud  to  have  young  5  or  6  times  in  the  year,  3  or  4  of  the 
firft  litter,  5,  6,  or  7,  of  the  following  ones.  Property  in 
land  has  changed  jnuch  in  this  pariih  of  late  years.  The 
value  of  land  is  rapidly  increafing  \  fiums  let  for  19  or  more 
years,  are  generally  raifed  one  third,  and  the  rents  of 
fome  are  doubled  within  thefe  few  years  \  a  &rm  of  good 
land  uninclofed,  fit  for  the  higheft  culture,  is  let  from  40  s. 
to  50s.  a-acre;  the  heft  pafture,  inddiires,  Sec  from 
L*  a  to  L.  3  the  acre.  Thirty  or  40  yean  ago,  there  was 
fraree  a  large  £irm  in  this  country  that  had  not  a  flock  of 
fbeep ;  now  there  are  very  few  iheep  in  the  country,  ei- 
eepting  thofe  in  gentlemens  inclofures,  for  family  ufe ;  fiaoe 
fummer  fallow^  for  the  culture  of  wheat,  and  the  ckver 
and  turnip  fyftem  for  feeding  cattle,  were  introduced,  tk 
frrmers  dilcontinued  keeping  flo9ks  of  Iheep  *•  The  va- 
lued rent  of  the  pariih  is  L»^509  Scots^^-The  real  rent  i» 

xncreaied 

'  *  Servants  nri^  are  gnulaally  increafing  in  thii  pariih.  The  wage* 
of  a  common  labourer  6  or  7  ytan  ago,  were  from  7  d.  to  10  d.  a-daj; 
BOW  they  are  from  10  d.  to  15  d.  The  wages  of  men^fervanta^  bived  for 
the  year  at  the  above  period;  were  from  L,4  to  L.  5;  now  they  irs 
Irom  L  6  to  L.  8,  and  their  viAuals.  The  wages  of  maid-lertants  at 
the  fame  period,  were  from  L.  i,  10  s.  to  L^  s  Sterlmg,  for  Ae  year; 
BOW  they  are  in  general  from  L.  2,  to  s.  to  L.  3.  The  wages  of  wr^ghH 
or  carpenters  a-day,  aic  !§•  6d«  in  famoiert  and  si.  jd.  ia  wiaier, 
Of  mifoBS  tht  ftme. 
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iBcreaied  in  proporrioa  to  that  of  other  parifhes  in  the 
neighbourhood.  The  air  is  wholefome  in  general,  though 
damp  in  fome  places ;  the  people  live  to  a  good  age  ;  there 
are  many  who  live  beyond  80,  and  fome  beyond  90  years* 
There  is  a  poor  woman  in  this  pariih,  who  avers,  that  ihe  is 
more  than  100  years  old.  This,  however,  is  not  authenticated 
by  oar  reosrds. 

F^fmbttum. — ^At  the  time  of  Dr  Webfter's  repoit,  the 
mimber  of  foub  was  2131  \  the  number  of  the  in  .u.^  tants 
at  prefent  is  about  2013*  •  There  are  4  villages  or  fmaU 
towns,  Golinfrurgh  contains  about  357  inhabitants;  Earlf* 
ferry,  about  ^50;  Kilconquhar,  about  258;  Barnyards, 
about  198 ;  the  country  part  of  the  pariih,  about  850. 
There  are  1  clergynien,  one  of  the  Eftabliifaed  Church,  the 
other  of  the  Relief  Congregation.  There  are  betweea 
600  and  700  fedaries,  adhering  chiefly  to  the  Prefbyteiy 
of  Relief,  with  fome  Burgher-feceders  and  {Independents ; 
few  of  die  Epifcopal  profeifion,  and  no  Roman  Catholics. 
There  are  13  proprietors  of  land,  5  refiding,  and  8  non* 
refident ;  i  writer,  11  merchants,  ao  farmers  above  L.  50 
rent,  xo  ibnkeepers  and  brewers,  8  fmiths,  89  weavers, 
93  tailors,  x8  mafons>  ai  fidlors,  3  butchers,  xa  gardeoets, 
46  flioemakers,  8  bakers  including  apprentices^  4  flax«dre£« 
lers,  a  coopers,  5  millers,  a  tanners,  with  i'  clerk,  and  m 
currier,  6  faddlers,  who  are  employed  occafionally  in  ihoe- 
making.  The  apprentices  and  journeymen  are  included  in 
the  numbers  of  the  refpedive  trades. 
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Stipend,  School^  PQor.-^Tht  ftipend  is  lo-cUajdcrs  3.fir- 
Ipts  3  pe9ks  a|id  2  li^pies  barley,  and  L.  17  :  13 :  9^  Sterling, 
lyitb  ,a  g|ebe,&id  to.  ^)e  more  th^i »7^c^es. — There  is  one  cfta- 
l^lilhed  ichoolmailer  with  2Qqf  merks  of  falary,  a  good 
ibhool*boare|,dweUing-houfe,;g^r.d^n,&nd  a  fmall  cro^  of  land. 
The  fcholars  are  commonly  between  30  and  49  in  num< 
ber  'j  4  of  whom  are  at  prefent  learning  Latin.  Two  and 
(otnetio^s  3  toachers  are  employed  by  ^he  ivhabitanta  of 
diftant  parts  ff£  this  exteniive  pari(b«^^The  number  of  poor 
ftt  prefent  is  ;(6«-^Tbey  receive.  «  monthly  allowance,  and 
fometimes  ofcener,  from  our  public  fiind^  dccordiog  to 
their  rcfpcftive  neceffities.  For  thefe  purpofcs  aod  acci. 
dental  pafes  that  occur,  our  weekly  .collections,  and  the  li* 
beral  aid  of  the  heritors,  with  the  intereft  of.  our  ftock,  are 
generally  fuificient,  without  afFe^tiog  the  principal.  There 
l^re  but  3  travelling  poor  in  the  pariflit 
'  Annual  income  in    1 790,  -  L.  45     a    5I 

'  .. —   1791,  .  34     a    4 

•' '■'   ^     ^ ^   X79a»  •  j8  17    5l 

Anmial  expenditure  in  1790,        •        L.  31   13     7 

— r  .1791,        -  32     8    oi 

'    •      -T — ~' X79*»        -  5^  13  10 

The.fmajl  tnconae  in  1 791  was  owing  to  the  vacancy  in 
that  year.  ^ 

Royal  5oroayi&,— There  is  one  Royal  borough.  Earl's 
Ferry*.  From  a  copy  of  •  a  charter  in  the  pofleffion  of  the 
magiftratfs,   renewed  in  the  year  1589   by  King  James, 


«  Tbere  is  a  tradition,  that  on  acconnt  of  the  generous  and  obIij|h; 
gttentioas  of  the  inhabitants  of  this  town  to  the  Earl  of  Fife^  when  bt 
Uy  concealed  in  a  ctTc  in  their  neighbourhood,  %tid  particularly  for  f<cf* 
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itj^ appears,  it^.^rgfliDn.  ipto  a  royal  boro\igh,is  of  very  au-^ 
cient  date.  The  original  charter  is  loft,  having  been  de- 
firoyed  by  a  fire  of  the  borough  of  Edinburgh,  as  fpecified 
ifilhe  copy  ^ibpye  mes^tion^d.  lo  tliis  borou^  there  ^re  ^ma- 
^firateSy.ifffoun^jUprs  an^  a  trealurcr,  the  oldefl  ma^iftrate} 
^fting  as  provofl..  The  election  13  ani)aal  and  by  poll.  They 
fori^ted  their,  rig^t  of  votbg  in  t^e  ele£tion  pf  mCTcibers  of 
Parliament,  iti  cornmon  with  fomexither  towns  in  this  coun- 
txy,  through  their, '^ability  to  pay  their  pr^^orcion  df  the 
ims.  neceHsiry  for  xfefrayipg  the  expenfes  of  a  conximfSoa- 
er  in  Parliament  fonae  centuries  ago  i  when  f  the  aui^ty, 

.-..■.•...'  of 


r^ng  him  ov«K  the  frith,  at  the  hazard  of  their  lives  aif d  libertiei,  while 
,  be  was  e reaping  from  the  cruelty  of  Macbeth,  the  Earl  obtained  from 
King  Malcolm  the  following  privilfge  in  their  favour,  viz.  That  the  per- 
foiij  of  all  who  pafs  the  frith  fronr  Earl's  Ferry  in*-  a  veflel  belonging  to 
the  town,  were  dcdbved  ioviolal^le,  or  fiife  from,  their  porfuers,  till  they 
were  half  lea  over.  This,  it  would  appeai,  is  the  origin  of  the  name  of 
EarPs  Ferry.  There  is  one  floop,  and  a  few  fmall  fiihing-boats,  belong- 
ing to  Earl's  Ferry.  Formerly  there  were  18  filhermcn;  but  fince  the 
year  1766,  when  7  of  them  werie  loft  in  a  ftoem  in  one  boat,  only  a  very 
few  are  employed  in  Hflting  occafionaUy^-^Thcre  it.  in  our  records  a  copy ' 
of  the  infcription  on  Macduff's  crois,  written  in  a  language  unluiown 
in  this  part  of  the  country,  as  follows : 

Maidraradmm  dragos,  maleria  largia  largos» 

Spalando  fpados,  fiye  nig  fig  guippite  gnaros, 

Lauria  laurifcos  lauringen>  lauria  lufcos, 

£t  Colnmburtos.  et  fie  tibi  curcia  cartos 

Ezitus  et  baradmm,  five  lim,  five  lam,  five  labrum  ; 

Propter  magidrum  et  hoc  oblatum, 

AoBpi  imileridom,  fuper  Umpide,  lampide,  labrum, 

Psrt  of  the  above  infcription  has  been  tranilated  as  follows : 

'  I  King  Malcolm  Kenmore,  grant  to  thee  Macduff  Earl  of  Fife,  free 
liberty  to  pnnilh  ail  trayton  that  defert,  and  troublers  of  the  peace,  and 
fitte  indemnity  to  thy  own  kio ;  thou  paying  to  the  King  nine  cows 
Ind  »  heifer/ 
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of  our  anceftors  to  obtain  an  ezemption,  was  almoft  eqad 
to  tlie  efiigenieis  with  Which  our  contemporaries  folicicad- 
miffiod  mto  PscHiament  */ 

Roeisy  Caver  and  ZaJtes-'JJtk  the  weft  of  the  Earl't  Feny 
h  Kincraig-rock,  rtmarkaU^  for  cavtis,  which,  thoagb  fome 
of  them  refemble  the  works  of  art,  are  probably  ezcaTa« 
tions  cairfed  hf  the*  influx  of  the  fea.  In  one  of  them^  M^c* 
duff's  cave,  ai*e  foine  remtths  of  a  wall,  which  tradition 
fajB,  was  %nib  hj  Macduff,  Earl  of  Fife,  to  defend  him 
h6ni  Macbeth^  who,  having  murdered4iis  coufin  King  Dim- 
can,  afeended  the  thrdhe  of  Scotland,  and  treated  his  fub- 
je£b  with  the  cruelty  of  a  tyrant.  Macduff  afterward  fled 
into  England,  and  encouraged  Malcolm,  fon  to  the  late 
king,  to  return  to  Scotland  and  recover  the  throne  of  hk 
anceftors. — ^Macduff's  cave  penetrates  into  the  rock  aboot 
aoo  feet,  and.  tfa.-^  roof,  being  the  fummit  of  the  rock,  is 
fuppofed  to  be*  at  kaft  x£o  feet  high,  forming  a  grand  al* 
cove,  projefting  over  the  cave  and  the  fea  at  full  tide.— 
The  done  of  this  rock  b  of  excellent  quality,  fufceptible  of 
fine  poliih,  refemblmg  granite,  or  perhaps  a  fpecies  of  it.  lit 
.Gourlay,  the  late  proprietor,  had  high  ofiers  made  him,  Cor 
liberty  to  quarry  in  it  fome  years  ago,  when  the  ftreets  of 
London  were  paving  ;  but  apprehenfive  of  the  fall  of  fome 
parts  of  the  rock,  and  the  lois  of  fome  of  the  rich  foil  behind, 
which  he  fufpeded  might  be  the  confequence,  be  declined 
the  offers.  Coal  is  found  in  this  rock  too,  which  cannot 
be  worked,  as  the  fea  comes  fo  clofe  upon  it.  There  is  a 
fpecies  of  ftone  in  this  rock,  which  is  fuppofed  to  be  marble 
of  the  bafaltic  kind ;  a  fpecimen  of  which  is  to  be  feen  in 
Mrs  Gourlay  of  Kincraig's  cufiody ;  its  colour  is  white,  va- 
riegated with  blue,  and  it  is  finely  poUIhed.  There  is  a 
beautiful  piece  of  water  on  the  fouth  qi  the  village  of 

Kikooquhar, 

•  Dr  RoBiETsoN*!  Hiftoiy  of  Scotland. 
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Kikonquhtr,  commonlj  called  Eilconquliar  tioch,  almofl 
^  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  about  ^  of  a  mile  in  'breadth. 
This  loch  was  originallj  called  Redmire,  from  which  much 
fuel  was  got,  as  peat  and  torf.  '  It  had  a.  drain  weft  ward  to 
the  fea.  There  is  a  tradition  here,  that  in  the  year  1 624  or 
x625y  the  drain  was  filled  up  with  {and  driven  bj  a  violent 
gufl  of  wind  from  the  fea,  and  that  the  water,  thus  flopped  in 
its  courle,  became  a  lake.  Between  60  and  70  fwahs  ufed 
greatly  to  enliven  and  adorn  this  loch  -y  but  thej  deferted 
it  about  20  years  ago.  There  are  9  at  prefent.  In  the 
loch  are  feveral  fmall  iflands  planted  with  fhrubs,  formed 
for  the  ufe  of  the  fwans :  they  hatch  in  the  month  of  May*. 

Country  Seats. — ^There  is  a  variety  of  beautiful  country 
feats  in  this  parifh,  among  which  Balcarras  is  confpicous, 
fituated  on  an  eminence,  with  a  gentle  declivity  to  the 

fouth, 

*  A  fpecics  of  birds  called  btld  coots,  ttt  tlfo  on  tbe  loch  in  great 
Lambert,  refembling  crows»  but  have  longer  legs ;  they  make  their  nells 
on  the  flags,  and  batch  in  Maj;  and  facd  upon  vermin  in  the  mud. 
They  left  the  loch,  it  it  reported,  about  40  years  ago,  and  did  not  return 
again  for  ten  years.  Here  are  wild  duckt;  herald  ducks,  as  diey  are  call- 
ed here,  (perhaps  heron  ducks),  rmatler  than  wiM  ducks,  with  a  ihorter 
wing,  red  head,  and  grvy  variegated  feathers;  a  fpecies  of  dnck  called 
widgeon,  Ibmewhat  leis  than  the  heiald  duck ;  and  teals,  imalier  than 
thelie  ducks.  Thefe  ducks  appear  00  the  loch  in  great  abundance  in 
fttouner,  but  leave  it  in  winter.  In  the  evening,  they  ^  off  in  a  body 
to  the  (ea,  as  is  (nppofed,  and  return  through  the  night.  The  only  6i!ies 
lit  the  loch  are  pikes  and  eels ;  of  the  former  fome  weigh  Z4  lb.  fome 
16  lb.  and  are,  fome  36,  fome  38  inches  long.  There  is  a  drain  in  the 
loch  to  the  fouth,  where  the  eels  arc  taken  in  an  ark ;  they  go  to  the  fea 
in  antomn.  Perches  have  been  feen  in  the  loch,  but  they  are  deftroyed, 
it  is  thought,  by  the  pikes. — ^The  gray  plover  and  field£u«  come  hither 
in  O^ober,  and  leave  us  the  begmning  of  March  ;  the  green  plover,  u 
it  wcte  by  concert,  comes  to  ut  in  Much»  and  leaves  us  in  O^ober. 
The  lark,  blickbird,  thrulh,  with  birds  of  almoft  every  note  and  every 
feather,  haunt  a  pleafant  wood  of  Sir  John  Anibuther's  on  the  fouth  of 
Kilconqnhar  loch«  where  there  art  chanmng  walks,  adorned  with  flowera 
and  AfuH  and  lorely  bowers. 
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fouth,  commanding  a  noble;  view  of  the  coafty^and  of  the 
frith  of  Forth  •,  a  pleafant  and  grand  objeft,  beautifiillj 
winding  round  the  coaff,  almod  in  a  femicircular  direftioD, 
often  agreeably  diverii&ed  with  (hips  of  various  burdens, 
and  fbmetimes  with  Aeets  ;  North  Berwick  law,  the  Baf<, 
and  the  ifland  of.  May,  are  alfo  pleafing  and  grand  obje6b> 
from  this  charming  villa,  appearing  as  fo  many  floating 
iflands  and  caftles  in  the  fea.  Balcarras  commands  an  ei- 
tenfive  profpeflt  on  the  fouth  of  the  frith  likcwfe,  com- 
prehending Edinburgh,  with  a  great  part  of  the  counties  of 
Lothian,  Haddington,  Berwick,  &c.  There  is  a  beautiful 
craig  on  the  £aft  of  Balcarras-Houfe,  rifing  in  the  midA  of 
rich  fields,  from  which  the  objeds  above  mentioned  are 
feen  to  great  advantage.  Here  alfo  is  an  excellent  quarry 
for  building.  On  the  eaft  of  the  craig  is  a  delightful  den, 
about  an  Englifli  mile  in  length,  enlivened  by  a  dream  of 
water  pailing  through  the  middle,  whofe  rifing  banks  are 
adorned  with  thriving  trees  of  various  kinds.  The  feiither- 
ed  tribes  feem  proud  oi^  pouring  forth  their  various  melody 
in  this  plea£emt  retreat,  not  inferior  perhaps. to  the  Tempe 
of  ancient  Theffaly.  Balcarras  is  no  lefs  fertile  than  beauti- 
ful, the  fields  are  properly  divided  and'inclofed,  and  in  the 
highefl  date  of  cultivation.  The  late  Earl  of  BalcarraSi 
a  nobleman  didinguiflied  by  the  benevolence  of  his  heart, 
the  liberality  of  his  fentiments,  and  the  uncommon  extent 
of  his  knowledge,  partJcidarly  in  hiftory  and  agriculture, 
Was  among  the  firft  that  brought  farming  to  any  degree  of 
perfeftion  in  this  country. 

Hie,  ■    Ridet  inter  omnes 

Angulus  terrae. 

It  would  exceed  the.  bounds  proper  for  an  account  of 
this  kind  to  dwell  on  the  beautiful  fituatioD,  and  elegant 
manfionhoufes  of  Kilcon^uhar,  Newton,  Lathallan,  Kin- 
s' craigt 


of  Kikonqubar.  '    297 

eraig  and  Grange ;  the  caftle  of  Rires  merits  particular 
notice,  fituated  on  a  high  eminence,  commanding  a  moft 
cxteniive  view,  and  Intended,  it  would  appear,  for  a  place 
of  defence  ;  it  b  furrounded  by  a  ditch  70  fe  t  wide, 
wfaofe  depth  cannot  now  be  afcertained  with  accuracy,  by 
reafon  of  the  alterations  time  has  made  on  the  ground : 
No  planting  remains  about  it,  excepting  one  remarkable 
tree,  called  *  the  Bicker  tree,'  meafuring  14  feet  round, 
and  its  branches  extending  about  75  feet ;  that  part  of  the 
tree  where  the  great  branches  feparate  from  the  trunk, 
affords  a  very  agreeable  feat,  and  fliade  in  fummer ;  and 
tradition  fays,  that  one  of  the  hofpitable  proprietors,  aft^r 
liberally  entertaining  his  guefts  in  the  caftle,  was  wont  to 
conduct  them  to  this  tree,  and  give  them  an  additional 
bicker  there :  In  thofe  days,  it  was  ufual  with  people  of 
rank,  to  drink  out  of  wooden  cups  or  bickers  tipped  witli 
filven 

Mifcellaneous  Obfervations. — ^There  are  4  dumb  people  in 
this  pari(h.  One  became  dumb  after  he  was  4  years  of  age 
in  confequence  of  a  ftroke  on  the  head  :  He  enjoys  the 
faculty  of  hearing  in  pcrfedion,  and  is  abundantly  intel- 
ligent and  aflive.  Another  articulates  a  little,  and  is  quite 
deaf,  occaiioned  by  a  fever ;  two  of  one  family  have  been 
both  deaf  and  dumb  from  their  birth  :  All  the  4  are  abun< 
dantly  feniible  and  ai^ve,  and  attend  public  worihip  regu- 
larly.—-The  common  people  in  this  and  the  neighbouring 
pariihes,  pronounce  the  diphthong  oi  with  a  long  and  broad 
accent,  giving  it  the  found  of  ou ,  for  inftance,  they  make 
no  diflinftion  of  found,  between,  ^o// and  bowL  They  ufe 
the  Scots  dialed ;  fome  names  of  places  are  derived  from 
Graelic,  as  Baicarres^  ^  the  town  of  fheep,*  Kincraig  *  the 
«  end  of  a  rock,'  &c. 
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Advantages  and  Difadvantages^  %ic, — There  is  a  conii- 
dcrable  number  of  coal  fields  in  this  parifh,  which  have,  in 
great  roeafure,  ferved  the  adjacent  country  for  fome  cen- 
turies paft,  and  afford  coal  of  various  kinds,  as  hard,  fplent, 
parret,  and  foft,  known  here  by  the  name  of  cherry ;  and 
6f  a  mixed  nature,  in  many  places ;  all  generally  good  of 
their  kinds  :  The  ftrata  are  fubjeft  to  many  interruptions, 
as  is  the  cafe  with  mod  of  the  coal  in  the  inland  parts  of 
Fife,  being  often  broken  off,  or  thrown  into  different  di- 
reftions,  by  hitches  as  they  are  caDed,  which  are  of  very 
different  thickneffes,  compofed  varioufly  of  heterogeneous 
materials  ;  the  coal  ftrata  themfelves  alfo  differing  in  thick- 
nefe,  quality,  flricking,  and  declivity  ;  feldom  found  to  go 
much  deeper  th-an  30  fathoms  from  the  furface ;  whereas 
the  coal  ftrata,  clofe  by  the  fea,  both  here,  and  in  many  o- 
iher  parts  of  our  ifland,  are  faid  to  run  for  miles,  aim  oft  in 
the  fame  dire6lion,  and  of  the  fame  dimenfions.  The 
coal  fields  in  this  parifti  that  have  been  worked  are  Bal- 
carres  coal. — Kilbrackmont  coal,  the  property  of  Rlifs  Scott 
of  Scotftarvet. — South  Falfield  coal,  the  property  of  Mr 
Bethune  of  Blebo.  The  above  mentioned  coals  are  not  work- 
ed at  prefent,  but  might  afford  more  coal,  were  engines 
ereded,  or  mines  driven  deeper  than  formerly  to  carry  off 
the  water. — Rcres  coal,  the  property  of  Mr  Bayne  of 
Reres,  worked  by  a  mine,  employs  6  men,  a  grieve,  and 
Qverfman.  The  price  of  a  cart  load,  75  ftone  weight,  is 
2  s.  6d. — ^Lathallan  coal,  the  property  of  Major  Lumfdaine 
of  Lathallan,  worked  by  a  mine,  aff  >rds  both  hard  'and  foit 
coal,  frequently  of  good  quality  ;  employs  at  prefent  8  col- 
liers, 2  wrndlace-men,  and  a  fuperintcndent.  The  price  of 
a  cart  load  75  ftone  weight,  is  2s.  2d. — Largo- Ward  coal, 
the  property  of  James  Calderwood  Durham,  Efq;  of  Largo, 
cciifiSs  of  many  ftiort  ftratn,  lying  in  tranfverfe  direflions, 

worked 
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worked  by  a  mine  of  3540  yards.  upw;ards  of  2  miles  long, 
produces  hard  and  foft  coal,  generally  of  good  quality,  em- 
ploys  at  prefent  37  people  for  the  various  purpofes,  with 
1  grieves,  and  one  overfman. — ^North  Falfield  coal,  the  pro- 
perty of  the  above  defigned  Mr  Durham,  worked  by  a* 
fteam  engine,  erefted  in   1784,  which  drains  two  diftinft 
coal  fields,  each  confifting  of  2  ftrata,  one  of  a  mixed  na- 
ture, about  5  feet  thick,  the  other  fine    parret,  in  great  re- 
queft  for  the  clear  light  it  affords,  and  other  properties  :  of 
thefe  ftrata  the  one  is  9  feet  thick  for  60  yards,  then  gra- 
dually diminifliing  for  about  60  yards,   till  it  comes   to 
5  feet  thick,  where  fplent  becomes  perceptible,  united  to 
the  parret  on  the  pavement,  the  fplent  increafing  in  an  uni- 
form progreffive  manner,  and  the  parret  diminiihing  in  the 
fame  proportion,  till  its  thickneis  becomes  4  feet,  where 
the  coal  is  cut  off  by  a  hitch  of  confiderable  thickneis,  and 
leaves  the  parifli.     The  other  ftratum  is  excellent  parret,  in " 
fome  places  9  feet  thick,  but  not  uniform  ;  the  coal  is  always 
beft  where   it  is  thickeft     This  colliery  employs  feldom  lefi 
than  40,  fometimes  more  than  50  men,  with  one  as  grieve 
and  accountant,  and  another  as  engineer  and  overfman.—- 
Confumption  of  one  year,  at  an  average  for  7  years  part,  is 
as  follows : 

Coals  at  18  ftone  t;he  load  of  the  various  kinds, 

Loads,  -  47f57» 

Yearly  returns,  -  -  L.  1553  :  17 :  ii^. 

The  pits  by  which  the  greater  part  of  the  coal  is  put  out, 
arc  54  or  56  yards  deep.  This  muft  have  been  a  colliery 
for  a  confiderable  time,  as  an  account  is  to  be  feen  in  Largo 
houfc  of  fo  many  loads  of  parret  coal,  driven  yearly  from 
Falfield  to  Falkland,  a  diftance  not  lels  than  10  miles,  for 
the  ufe  of   King   James  VI.  hb    own    chamber.      The 
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colliers  of  thb  pariih   are  tolerably  regular  and  induftri- 
ous. 

F^.— Cod,  Ikate,  ling,  turbot,  and  ihell-fifli  of  various 
kinds  are  in  great  plenty  on  the  coaft  in  all  the  feafons.  Be- 
fides  the  great  quantities  fold  here,  many  are  fent  to  the 
Edinburgh  market ;  haddocks,  for  which  our  coaft  is  fa- 
mous, have  deferted  us  for  fome  years  j^zSL.  Whales  and 
grampufes  are  fometimes  feen  here.  Tlie  length  of  coaft 
walhed  by  the  fea,  belonging  to  this  pariih,  is  about  2  miles, 
all  rock  and  fand.  The  farmers  next  the  coaft  have  acceis 
to  fea-ware,  which  is  excellent  manure  for  rai^ng  barley, 
and  to  fome  kelp.  The  fcarcity  of  growing  timber  for 
fanning  utetifils,  is  a  difadvantage  te  the  farmers. 

MowifTi.— The  gentlemen  who  relide  on  their  eftates,  ^ 
contribute  not  a  little  to  the  good  order  and  happinefs  of 
their  tenants,  and  the  other  inhabitants  of  the  parifli ;  being 
affable,  humane,  and  hofpitable  to  all  around  them,  they  fe- 
cure  the  afieftion,  efteem,  and  attachment  of  their  depen- 
dents, and  by  employing  a  variety  of  tradefmen  and  labour- 
ers in  the  field,  .they  are  benefa£lors  to  many.  They  are 
abundantly  aftive,  and  public  fpirited  likewife  with  refpeft 
to  the  improvement  of  roads.  The  farmers^are  intelligent 
fenfible  men  in  general,  who,  by  means  of  their  knowledge 
and  induftry,  live  comfortably,  and  feveral  of  them  genteellyi 
notwithftanding  the  high  rents.  The  manufadurers  and 
tradefmen  are  generally  induftrious  and  regular.  The  peo- 
ple of  this  parifli  are  much  improved  in  point  of  fobriety  - 
they  are  (eldom  leen  in  clubs  in  public  houfes,  and  inftances 
of  drunkennels  are  very  rare ;  30  or  40  years  ago,  public 
houfes  were  much  frequented  here  by  people  of  all  ranks ; 
in  thefe  days  they  drank  much  brandyi  and  other  fpiritous 
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liqnorSy  which  were  not  only  deftnidive  to  health,  but  pro- 
ved fertile  caufes  of  intoxication  and  quarrels  ;  now,  not  on- 
ly gentlemen  and  farmers,  but  people  of  abnoft  every  de- 
icription,  entertain  their  friends  and  acquaintances  in  their 
own  houfes,  where  thej  drink  milder  and  lefs  intoxicating 
liquors,  and  in  greater  moderation  ;  the  focicty  of  the  fe- 
male fex,  fecuring  decency,  politenefs,  and  agreeable  con- 
viviality.—*The  tradefjnen  of  the  village  of  Kilconquhar 
make  a  fine  apperance  on  his  Majefty's  birth-day ;  fo  many 
handfome,  genteel,  well  drefled  young  men,  can  hardly  be 
muilered  in  any  other  place  of  equal  extent  and  population 
in  the  country:  Perfeft  order,  decorum,  and  loyalty,  arc 
manifeft  in  every  expreffion,  motion  and  countenance,  du- 
ring the  whole  procei&on  and  feftivity. — Not  with  (landing 
the  confufions  and  diforders  wf  hear  of  in  other  parts  of  the 
country,  it  mud  afford  high  pleafure  to  alF  lovers  of  order 
and  of  their  country,  to  obferve  the  inhabitants  of  this 
parifh  in  general,  fenfible  of  the  unparalleled  happinefs  we 
enjoy  as  members  of  a  community,  under  the  protection  of 
the  wife  laws  of  our  moft  excellent  conftitution,  and  the 
mild  adminiftration  of  our  moft  gracious  Sovereign,  dwelling 
in  peace  and  fefety,  in  full  and  fecure  poffeffion  of  liberty 
and  property,  with  none  to  make  us  afraid ;  while  we  con- 
tinue, (according  to  the  injunftion  of  the  wifeft  of  men, 
under  the  direction  of  Divine  infpiration)  to  fear  God,  to 
honour  the  King,  and  not  to  meddle  with  them  that  are  gi- 
ven to  change. 

NOTE. 

Di/2?/i/&/.— I.  Febrile  Difeafes.— Inflammation  of  the  throat  and 
breaft,  rheumatifin,  croup,  eryfipelas,  fpitting  of  blood,  confumption  of  the 
lungs,  catarrh,  veiy  common  and  frequent.  Inflammation  of  the  brain, 
bowels,  liver  and  kidneys,  not  freqaant.  Gout  and  dyfentery,  very  un- 
common.    Intermittent  fever,  very  frequent  formerly  in  the  village  of 
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Kilconquhar.  Continued  fever,  frequently  endemic.  Natural  fmall-pox 
and  meailes,  epidemic  from  time  to  time.  Inoculated  fmall-poz,  few  in> 
ftances.— — 1.  Nervous  Difeafes.— Apoplexy,  epllepfy,  cholera  morbus, 
not  frequent.  Palfy,  fainting,  not  unfrequent.  Locked  jaw,  diabetes 
canine  madnefs,  no  inftance  for  lo  years  paft.  Hooping  cough,  epidemic 
from  time  to  time.  Diarrhoea,  very  frequent.  Infanity,  one  inibnce  at 
prefcnt.— 3.  Cache^ical  Difeafes. — General  dropfy,  dropfy  of  the  bel- 
ly, fcrofula,  yety  frequent.  Tympany,  jaundice,  not  unfrequent. 
Dropfy  of  the  brain  and  breaft,  rickets,  uncommon.  Atrophy,  lues  ve- 
nerea,  fcurvy,  no  inilances.— 4.  Local  Difeafes.— Iliac  paflion,  fuppref- 
fion  of  urine,  not  frequent.  Hernia,  abortion,  not  uncommon.  Floodmg, 
frequent.  Gangrene,  rare.  Cancer,  very  rare.  Aneurifm,  no  inftance. 
—5.  Anomalous  Difeafes.^- Cafualties,  drunkennefs,  few  inftances. 
Dentition,  frequent.  Gravel  and  ftone,  pretty  frequent.  Worms,  veiy 
common. 
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NUMBER    XX. 


PARISH  OF  MUCKART, 


(County  of  Perth,  Stnod  of  Perth  and  Stir- 
ling, Presbttert  of  Auchterarder.) 


B^  the  Rev.  Mr  Andrew  Gibson. 


Name^  Extent^  SoiJ^  Climate^  &c. 

MUCKART,  was  anciently  written  Mucard^  and  is  faid 
to  be  compounded  of  two  Gaelic  words,  Muc  and 
jlrd^  the  firft  fignifying  *•  a  wild  boar,"  the  laft  "  high,"  or  a 
'  height.  It  is  probable,  that  it  derives  its  name  in  confe- 
quence  of  that  part  of  the  Ochil  hiUs  which  is  fituated  in 
the  parifli,  having  been  formerly  infefted  bj  the  wild  boar, 
an  animal  which  for  this  century  pail  has  been  unknown 
in  Scotland.  The  parifli  is  of  a  triangular  form.  It  is  about 
5  miles  in  length,  from  £.  to  W.  and  between  2  and  3  in 
breadth^  from  N.  to  S.  containing  about  4500  acres  of  land, 
3000  of  which  are  arable,  and  1500  hill  ground,  fit  only 
for  pafture.  The  foil  is  moftly  of  a  light  and  gravellifh  na- 
ture, and  a  fmall  part  of  clay.  The  weft  part  of  the  parifb, 
adjoining  to  Dollar,  the  lowelt  lying  of  which  is  upwards 
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of  60  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fca,  produces  very  good 
oats,  barley,  and  peafe.     The  middle  and  eaft  part,  which 
is  between  500  and  600  feet  above  the  level  of  the   fea, 
produces  the  {ame  kinds  of  grain,  but  of  a  much  inferior 
quality*     There  have  been  of  late  feveral  trials  made  of 
fowing  wheat  in  the  pariih,  which  have  fucceeded  indiffe- 
rently well  in  the  weft  part  of  it  -,  but  in  the  eaft  part,  the 
ground  is  too  high,  light   and   filly  for   it.     Almofl   the 
whole  foil,  being  fandy  and  dry,  is  well  adopted  for  the  cul« 
ture.of  potatoes  and  turnip,  though  hitherto  few  of  the  laft 
have  been  in  ufe  to  be  fown.     They  now  begin  to  be  fome- 
what  more  frequently  raifed  than  formerly.     The  climate, 
in  genera],  is  (harp  and  cold,  owing  to  the  highnefs  of  the 
fituation ;  but  it  is   more  mild  and  temperate  in  the  weft 
part  of  the  pariih,  where  the  ground  lies  low,  than  in  the 
eaft  part  of  it,  where  it  is  high.     The  difference  is  percep- 
tible at  all  (eafons  of  the  year,  but   efpecially  in  winter,  in 
times  of  *>oft  and  fnow. — As  the  pariih  lies  along  the  foot 
of  the  Ochik,  it  is  frequently  covered  with  fogs  and  mifts, 
owing  to  its  vicinity  to  thefe  hilb ;  and  to  the  fame  caufe, 
it  is  perhaps  n^ore  fubjed  to  rains,  than  places  at  a  greater 
diftance  from  the  hills.     The  inhabitants,  however,  are  re* 
markably  healthy,  and  a  confiderable  proportion  of  them 
live  to  an  advanced  age.     There  is  at  prefent  one  woman, 
aged  88  •,  and  there  were  lately  living  in  one  houfe,  at  the 
£iime  time,  a  huiband,  his  wife,  and  his  fifler,  all  above  84. 
No  local  diftempers  are  prevalent.     Rheumatifin  feems  to 
be  more  common  than  any  other. 

Hills,  River,  Wr.— Befides  the  Blairhill  and  Lawhill, 
therd  is  a  part  of  the  ridge  of  the  Ochils  in  the  parifti. 
The  one  at  the  back  of  the  kirk  called  Sea  male,  is  about 
1350  feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea ;  but  it  does  not  feem 
to  be  of  fo  great  a  heighti  owing  to  its  arifing  from  an  ele« 
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▼SEted  bafe. '  Thefe  hills  are  beautiful  and  green,  and  are  ex- 
cellent pafiure  for  iheep.  The  tops  of  chem  are  moftlj 
covered  with  bent,  and  fome  of  them  with  heath.  The 
river  Dovan  runs  S.  £.  along  the  N.  £.  part  of  the  pariQi 
to  the  Crooky  where  it  turns  round  a  fniall  point  of  land, 
changes  its  courfe  from  £.  to  W.  and  runs  W.  along  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  parUh,  interfering  it  near  the  weft  end,  in 
one  place,  and  cutting  off  to  the  fouth  fide  one  farm  or 
plough  of  land.  The  Dovan  abounds  with  "bum  trout  of 
an  excellent  flavouTi  of  a  darkifli  colour,  with  red  fpots  ; 
and  there  is  alfo  (almon  that  come  from  the  Forth,  as  far 
up  as  the  Cauldron  lin,  but  they  have  not  been  able  to  get 
above  it.  There  is  no  town,  and  onlj  one  fmall  village  in 
the  pariih. 

Pofiulaiion.— According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,     the 
jiumbers  then  were  535. — There  are  at  prefent  140  families 
and  526  perfons  in  the  pariih. — ^Of  thefe  there  are 
Under  10  years  of  age,  128     Of  Burgher  Seceders, 


Between  zo  and  20, 

■  20  and  50, 

■  50  and  70, 

■  70  and  100, 


119 

173 
89 

*39 


6 
17 


Males, 

Females, 

Married  perfons. 

Widowers, 

Widows, 

Bachelors  who  keepboufe,  4 

Of     the      Eftabliihed 

Churcl),         -  264 

Of  Antiburgher  Sece- 

derSf  ,      •  *        249 


10 

Of  Cameronians,  .3 

Male  fervants,          -  38 

Female  fervants,  33 

Wrights,              -  6 

Mafons,         ^          -  6 

287 .  Blackfxniths,           ..  4 

192     Weavers,         -      .  -  23 

Jailors,         -            -  5 

Shoemakers, .           -  6 

Fleiher,          -          -  £ 

Surgeon,          -          -  x 

Antiburgher  minifter,  x 

Minifter   of  the    Kfta- 

bliihed  Qiurcb,  ^ 
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Table  of  the  births  aad  marriages  iiixee  ibc  1 7861  and  of 
ibt  deaths  in  the  1791  and  1792* 


Years, 

Qirdtf. 

Deaths. 

Marriages. 

1787. 

18 

0 

6 

,788, 

>^ 

0 

9 

1789, 

IS 

0 

4 

I790» 

H 

0 

5 

1791* 

13 

7 

4 

i79»» 

»4 

8 

3 

ui^riculture,  ISc. — ^Thc  "valued  rent  of  the  parifli  Is 
J-.  2i6i  :  13  :  4  Scots. — The  real  rent  was  lately  eftiihated 
in  a  rental  given  in  to  the  Court  of  Teinds,  ill  a  procels  of 
augmentation  x>f  (lipend,  at  L.  1089  Sterling.  There  are 
38  proprietors  of  land,  zx  of  T^hom  refide.  The  greateft 
number  of  thefe  have  from  L.  j  to  L.  50  Sterling  arjear  \ 
a  few  have  from  L.  50  to  L.  80  ;  and  only  two  are  worth 
above  L.  1 00.  Of  the&i  the  one  was  eitiniated  in  the  ren-; 
tal  before  mentioned  at  L.  j  15,  tod  the  other  at  L.  120  a« 
year.  The  lands  belonging  tq  the  non-refiding  heritors  are 
fitrmed  mofUy  by  tenants,  but  the  greatdft  part  of  the  r*- 
fiding  heritors  xKrcupy  thteir  o^m  lands,  which  they  tabttur 
thiefly  thtmfelves*  with  the  afliftance  of  their  children,  a 
few  of  them  havings  befides  what  they  pofleb  themfelves, 
ibme  fmall  pendicles  let  to  tenants.  The  ground  that  is 
ii^clofed  is  commonly  let  yearly  by  public  roup  fome  time 
;|n  the  month  pf  April,  far  th^t  feafoi),  in  ieparate  inclt)* 
(ures,  for  the  porpofe  of  grazing ;  which  generally  brings 
a  better  rent  to  the  proprietor  diatt  tbuM  be  made  by  til- 
lage. A  confideraUe  part,  of  the  hnds  in  the  parifli  is  fal« 
^lofeds  but  the  greateft  part  is  ftiU  open,  and  in  a  natural 
Hate.  Some  of  the  ptoprretors  are  not  fufficiently  fth^k 
of  the  advantages  of  incloiing,  imd  do  not  ftex^  to  afpire 

at 
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tit  anj  thing  farther  than  to  trade  in  the  footfteps  of  their 
predecefTors  \  if  they  can  attaip  this,  their  ambitiQn  carries 
them  no  higher.  Befides,  though  they  had  a  proper  fei^fe 
of  the  axivaptages  of  inclofing,  the  (mallnefs  of  the  po0ef- 
fion9  of  many  of  tl^em,  apd  thpir  beipg  in  the  cu^m  pf 
maintaining  families  upon  them,  however  fmall,  renders 
it  difiicuJt  for  them  to  fpare  nuoney  for  this  ufeful  purpoip. 
To  this  may  be  added,  that  the  whole  lands  in  the  pariih 
are  thirled  to  Muckart  mill,  and  liable  to  pay  a  heavy 
multure.  All  which  may  be  confidered  as  hindrances  to 
improvenaents  in  agriculture.  The  number  of  hprfes,  black 
tattle,  and  iheep,  cannot  be  afcertained  with  precifion.  ^s 
the  inclofed  farms  are  afinually  let  for  the  purpofe  of  gra- 
cing, the  numbers  are  conftanxly  varying ;  but  it  is  coni« 
puted,  that  there  ai*e  ufually  about  140  horles,  620  blaclc: 
cattle,  and  320  Iheep  in  the  pariih.  The  reafon  why  there 
are  fo  few  iheep,  is,  that  a  great  part  of  the  hill  ground  is 
i/iclofed  with  flone  fences  that  are  fufficient  for  black  cattle, 
but  not  for  iheep,  and  therefore  black  cattle  are  moilbr 
paftured  on  the  hi^k/ 

Stipend,  School^  Poort  tifr.— »The  archbilhop  of  St  An- 
drew's was  originally  patron  of  the  parifli,  and  titular  of 
the  tithes.  The  King  is  now  patron*  The  /lipend  is 
L.  44  :  8  :  o-Jf  Sterling,  with  a  manfc  and  a  glebe  of  about 
to  acres.  A  proce(s  of  augipentation  is  now  depending. 
Befidesthe  Eftablifhed  Church,  there  is  an  Antiburgher  meet- 
tng-houfe.  There  is  one  eftablifhed  ^v  hoolmafler,  who  has 
L.  too  Scots  of  falary,  and  about  L.  16  Sterling  of  intereft 
of  money,  mortified  by  different  perfons  for  the  behoof  of 
the  £cho«>lmAfter.  Befides  this,  he  has  a  right  to  a  fchopl 
ibbooUhoufe,  and  garden,  by  another  mortification,  which 
the  heritors  are  obliged  to  keep  in  repair,  otherwife  they 
forfeit  ttc  benefit  of  it*     The  whole,  with  the  profits  of 
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the  fchool  and  other  emolumentSy  maj  be  eftimated  about 
L.  36  Sterling.  The  average  of  the  fcholars  b  about  36.*^ 
As  there  are  few  opulent,  fo  there  are  not  many  poor  in  the 
parifliy  who  are  under  the  neceilitj  of  livuig  upon  charity. 
They  do  not,  at  an  average,  exceed  6,  and  the  intereft  of 
the  funds  mortified  for  the  behoof  of  the  poor,  with  the 
colle£Hons  at  the  church  door,  are  fufficient  to  maintain 
them.  Thefie  added  together,  make  about  L.  18  Sterling 
a-year  •. 

Natural  Cttriqfities. — The  Rumbling  Bridge  is  built  in  a 
hollow  over  the  river  Dovan,  between  the  pariihes  of  Muc- 
kart  and  Foflaway.  It  confifts  of  one  arch  of  a  a  feet  in  fpan 
and  12  in  breadth.  At  this  place  there  was  originally  a  bridge 
of  wood.  The  prefent  flone  one  was  built  about  the  year 
1 7 13,  by  one  William  Gray,  a  native  of  the  parifli  of  Sa- 
line. It  is  over  a  narrow  chafm  that  feems  to  have  been 
worn  through  the  rock  by  the  river,  about  86  feet  deep. 
To  look  over  the  bridge  down  to  the  river  is  awfuL  In 
fome  places  the  waters  are  fcarcely  vifible,  when  there  is 
no  flood  in  them,  having  a  concealed  courfe  below  the 
rocks,  through  which  they  have  worn  a  paflage.  In  o- 
tiiers,  they  are  feen  gufhing  amoog  the  ftooes  with  great  nu 
pidity.  The  rocks  on  the  fides  in  many  places  projed  over 
one  another.  At  both  ends  of  the  bridge,  and  at  various 
parts  on  the  face  of  the  rocks,  are  trees  and  buflies,  where 
daws  and  hawks  have  their  nefls,  and  from  which  they 
are  often  flying  forth.  The  whole  fomiihcs  a  moft  ro- 
mantic 


•  PmhUc  hom'es^ — ^Tbcre  lie  3  public  boofes  wbofe  emplorment  afifes 
ducflif  firtmi  ftnmger  tnTcUers,  mnd  firooi  die  drivers  of  coals  from  Blaini* 
fout  and  Dollu-  to  Stntfaera.  As  tike  pieateft  put  of  dinr  bnltnel% 
flows  from  pcribns  of  ^tut  above  dcfcnptiotis  ihippmg  to  refreik  theBfehres 
and  tiieir  brres,  and  aot  from  the  inhahitnits  of  ^  piue,  tbej  haro  aot 
*«iicb  inflaeacc  i^QQ  the  monk  of  d«(  peo^^e. 
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^Inntic  fcene.-^A  Uttle  higher  up  is  the  Devil's  Mill,  a 
name  taken  from  the  fimilaritjr  there  is.  between  the  place 
and  a  grinding  milL  Here  the  river,  after  running  bj  a 
quick  defcenty  between  rocks  in  a  narrow  courfe  for  fome 
time  comes  into  a  kind  of  bafon  formed  in  the  rock ;  out 
of  which  the  water  faOs  about  14  or  15  feet  among  the 
flones,  making  a  dreadful  noife,  refembling  the  noife  of  the 
happer  and  clap  of  a  mill.  There  are  feveral  conjec- 
tures about  what  is  the  caufe  of  the  clap  that  is  heard. 
Some  think  it  is  occafioned  by  the  river's  falling  on  a  large 
ftboe  fufpended  between  the  rocks,  and  ftriking  againft 
them  hj  means  of  the  force  of  the  waters  ;  others,  that  it 
is  owing  to  the  air's  being  carried  down  hj  the  falling  of 
the  water  into  a  vacuity  below  the  rocks,  and  caufing  a 
clap,  by  regularly  burfting  out  as  it  is  condenfed.  — i 
The  Cauldron  Linn,  which  is  about  a  mile  below  the 
Rumbling  Bridge,  exhibits  a  ilill  more  romantic  fcene. 
At  a  diftance  is  heard  the  noife  of  the  falls  of  water,  and 
of  the  river  running  by  a  quick  defcent  among  the  ftones 
with  great  rapidity,  in  a  confined  courfe,  through  which  it 
has  to  force  its  palTage.  The  noife  increafes  as  you  come 
nearer  to  the  place,  which  you  do  not  fee  till  you  are  upoa 
it.  The  firft  thing  that  ftrikes  the  eye,  are  the  high  rocks 
on  the  fides  of  the  river,  through  which  it  appears  to  have 
worn  its  way.  Thefe  rocks  are  fome  of  them  perpendicu- 
lar, and  others  projed  over  the  river  and  almoft  meee. 
They  are  on  both  fides  nearly  of  an  equal  height,  and  on  a 
level  *,  but  as  there  are  two  cafcades,  they  are  much  higher 
from  the  furface  of  the  water  below  the  fecond  cafcade, 
and  even  above  it,  than  they  are  from  the  furface  of  the 
water  above  the  firft.  At  the  firft  cafcade,  the  river,  after 
a  ftiort  fall,  lights  on  rock  hollowed  in  a  curious  wonderfut 
manner,  into  deep  cavities  of  different  forms  and  fizes ; 
mott  of  which  are  of  a  cylindric  form»  open  on  one  fide, 

or 


^fo  Statyiical  Account 

or  of  a  circular  form  like  cauldrons;  Ooe  of  thefe  23 
much  larger  than  the  reft,  orer  which  the  rock  <m  the  fouth 
fide  of  the  river  is  a  fitde  projeded.  In  this  cavitj  or 
canldron,  the  water  leems  as  if  it  were  atwajs  boiUng 
round,  having  a  thick  brown  or  jdlow  Icum  on  the  top, 
owing  to  its  great  agitation,  bearing  a  ftriking  refemblance 
to  the  working  of  malt  liqnor  in  ^  large  brewing  veflel« 
From  this  the  name  of  Cauldron  Linn  is  taken.  A  little 
farther  down  is  the  fecond  and  gres^  cafcade,  where  the  4- 
ver  hath  worn  its  way  throu|^  the  rock,  and  when  there  js 
no  flood  in  the  water,  it  runs  below  a  beautiful  arch  of  fo- 
lid  ro<& ;  but  this  arch  muft  in  time  be  carried  away  br 
the  violence  of  the  current,  or  be  undermined  by  the  wear- 
ing of  the  water.  The  height  of  thb  f9ll  to  the  farface  of 
the  water,  where  it  drops,  is  about  44  feet  \  and  the  hdgbt 
from  the  top  of  the  fall  to  the  top  of  the  rocks  is  abpat  44 
feet ;  fo  that  the  whole  height  of  the  rocks  from  the  tpp 
to  the  furface  of  the  water  below  the  fall,  is  about  88  feet. 
Below  this  cafcade  the  rocks  widen  coufiderably,  and  ia 
the  clifts  on  the  face  of  them,  the  daws  and  hawks  builjl 
their  ndb.  Beneath  the  rocks  there  is  a  fleep  brae  on 
both  fides,  covered  with  trees  and  bu(he$,  through  >vhicji 
there  is  a  foot-path  <o  the  edge  of  the  river,  frpm  which 
there  is  an  excellent  view  of  the  great  cascade. 

Coat  m^d  lime. — ^There  are  both  coal  and  lime  in  diffe* 
rent  parts  4«f  the  parish  ;  but  {or  fome  time  paA,  neither  of 
thefe  hatb  becti  wrought  to  great  extent.  The  whole  coal 
in  the  parifli  belongs  to  the  Duke  of  Argyle,  who,  as  fii- 
pcrior,  has  a  privilege  of  working  coal  in  any  part  of  the 
feuars  lands,  upon  his  paying  (urface  damages* '  This  pxi« 
^ege,  and  alfo  the  lime  rock  4n  the  lands  of  Muckart' 
mill,  belonging  to  his  Grace,  are  let  to  a  Company,  wha 
are  only  working  die  lime  at  prefen-t,  for  which  they  have 
much  greater  demands  than  tbey  are  able  to  anfwer.    The 
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Sahalntants  are  fiipplied  with  coal  from  the  coal  pits  in  the 
neighbourhood  at  Blairngone  and  Dollar. 

Roadt  and  Bridges. — ^Two  roads  ran  through  the  parifli  \ 
die  one  from  Kinrois  to  Stirling ;  the  other  firom  Queen's 
Ferry  to  StnOhem^  bj  Blairngone ;  and  there  are,  befides 
the  Ruinbling  Bridge  formerlj  mentioned,  other  three 
bridges  over  the  Dovaa,  between  .the  pariihes  of  Muckart 
and  Foffawaj ;  one  on  the  road  near  the  old  manfe  of  FoC« 
iaway ;  one  on  the  road  from  Kinrois  to  Stirling ;  and  one 
on  the  road  firom  Queen's  Ferrj  to  Strathem,  a  little  north 
from  Bbdmgone.  As  this  laft  is  a  very  public  road,  it  is 
of  great  importance  that  it  be  made  as  eafy  for  travellers 
and  carriages  as  poffible*  Accordingly,  an  aft  of  Parlia-^ 
ment  hath  lately  been  obtained  for  making  it  a  turnpike 
road,  that  it  may  be  put  and  kept  in  proper  repair,  whichi 
When  done^  mnft  be  of  great  advanuge  to  the  public. 


KUM. 
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NUMBER    XXI- 
PARISH   or   TONGLAND, 


(COUKTT   OF   KiRKCUDBklGHT,    StKOD   OF   GaLLOWAT, 

Presbytery  of  Kircudbright). 


Bjt  the  Rev.  Mr  William  Robb. 


Name,  Extent ^  Zurface^  Soi/f  and  Climaie. 

IN  ancient  writings,  the  name  of  this  pariih  is  fpelle4 
Tunglandj  and  in  modems  7ongueland  and  TCongland^  I 
know  of  no  derivation  from  which  it  hath  received  this  name. 
Probably  it  may  have  got  the  appellation  from  its  external 
(kape,  refembling  a  human  tongue,  as  it  lies  bounded  by  the 
river  Dee  and  the  water  of  Tarff;  but  this  derivation  is  gi- 
ven as  a  probable  conjedure  only.  It  is  from  N.  to  S.  be- 
tween 7  or  8  miles  long,  and  in  breadth  from  3  to  4  miles 
from  £.  to  W.  In  the  fouth  end  of  the  pariih  it  is  only 
about  2  miles,  or  if  miles  in  breadth.  The  farfiM:e9  in  the 
fouth  end  of  the  pariih,  confifis  of  a  long  ridge  of  high 
ground,  running  from  S.  to  N.  with  a  gradual  declivity  to 
the  river  Dee  on  the  £•  and  the  water  of  Taxff  on  the  W. 

In 


In  the  north  end  it  is  rockj  and.mooriihy  interfperfed  with 
rifing  ground,  finall  hills,  mois,  and  valley  land,  and  fpots 
of  natural  meadow  ground.  In  the  weft  fide  of  the  pariih, 
and  upon  each  fide  of  the  water  of  Tarff,  there  is  a  confi* 
derable  quantity  of  fine  natural  jneadow  ground,  which 
yields  large  crops  of  hay,  but  in  wet  feafons  is  much  dama- 
ged by  floods.  The  foil  of  the  parifh  is  good  in  general, 
and  confifts  of ,  a  confiderable  variety.  In  the  fouth  end  of 
the  parilh  it  confifts  of  a  fine  red  mould,/  upon  a  rocky  and 
tilly  bottom,  but  of  a  fertile  nature,  and  agrees  remarkably 
well  with  gentle  rains  in  fummer.  In  the  middle  of  the 
pariih,  in  fome  places,  it  is  a  mixture  of  fand  upon  a  peb- 
bly bottom,  which  agrees  ill  with  dry  feafons.  In  the. 
north  end  it  confifts  of  mofiy  foil,  upon  a  ftony  bottom^ 
and  is  naturally  barren,  and  more  fuited  for  pafture  than 
agriculture.  There  are,  however,  a  number  of  arable  fpots 
interfperfed,  which  yield  luxuriant  crops,  when  manured 
with  lime.  The  mooriih  foil,  covered  with  heath' and  bent-* 
iih  grals,  affords  good  pafture  for  flieep  and  black  cattle. 
The  fouth  end,  and  middle  of  the  parifti,  in  general,  is  of  a 
fertile  foil,  and  exceUently  fuited  either  for  the  purpofes  of 
agriculture,  or  breeding  and  rearing  of  black  cattle  and 
jheep.  In  many  parts  of  the  north  end,  the  foil  is  moorifh 
and  unfruitful,  being  interfperfed  with  rocky  ground.— 
The  air  is  pure,  dry,  and  very  wholefome.  There  are  no 
ftagnating  lakes,  and  little  low  or  marihy  ground.  The 
rivers  produce  a  conftant  and  free  circulation  of  air. 
The  inhabitants  are  healthful,  and  fubjeA  to  no  local  dif« 
eafes  peculiar  to  the  place.  The  inoculation  of  the  fmall* 
pox  has  made  rapid  progreis  of  late  years,  among  all  ranks^ 
and  is  attended  with  its  ufual  fucceis. 
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frtfent  State  of  Agriculture  and  Impi^ovement.'-^Tiit  im- 
provement and  cultivation  of  land  have  made  a  rapid  pro- 
greis  in  thb  pariQi  of  late  years.  The  induftr  j  of  the  hnf- 
tondman,  which  lay  long  'buried  in  a  date  of  indolence^  is 
now  roufed  from  its  profound  lethargy,  and  awakened  to 
the  mod  a&ive  exertions.  Ancient  prejudices  are  remo- 
ved, and  the  face  of  this  parifli  is  almoft  totally  changed  of 
late,  with  refped  to  the  mode  of  the  management  and  culti- 
vation of  the  foil.  The  lands  are  now  inclofed  with  ftone 
fences,  and  the  fe  veral  farms  fubdivided  by  ftone  fences,  ditches^ 
or  hedges,  fuited  to  the  nature  of  the  dijSerent  foils.  The 
iarmers  are  now  convinced  of  the  great  benefit  of  dilFerent 
kinds  of  manure ;  and  in  proportion  to  t|ieir  different  abi- 
lities, are  a&ive  in  the  improvement  of  their  &rms.  The 
indulgent  fpirit  of  the  proprietors  in  giving  the  farmers 
fuitable  encouragement,  would  foon  bring  agriculture  to  a 
high  degree  of  improvement.  The  farmers  have  lately  al- 
moft altogether  changed  that  wretched  mode  of  manage- 
ment, in  which  their  anceftors  had  obftinately  perfevered 
for  many  centuries.  This  will  appear  in  the  cleareft  man- 
ner, from  a  ftate  of  this  parifii,  and  the  mode  of  managing 
the  land  about  60  or  70  years  ago,  different  from  the  pre- 
fent,  as  afterward  will  be  pointed  out.  The  firft  OJJenitags  of 
the  great  advantage  of  inclofing,  fubdividing,^nd  itnprovfaie 
land  here,  took  their  rife  from  the  example  and  adiv'e  exer- 
^  tions  of  the  late  John  Dalyell,  £fq;  of  Barncrofli,  and  a 
proprietor  of  land  in  this  parifli.  He  was  the  firft  who  dif- 
covered  and  made  ufeof  marl.  By  this  manure,  he  raifed, 
upon  the  pooreft  land,- the  moft  luxuriant  crops  of  ^different 
kinds  of  grain,  to  the  aflonifhment  of  all  ffae  country  if- 
round*  He  meliorated  the  foily  and  raifed  the  fineft  crops 
Df  natural  and  artificial  graffes  of  different  kinds.  He  gave 
the  firft  example  of  amending  the  breed  of  horfe5,^lack 
cattle,  and  ihcep*    The  paftore  being  improved,  he  was 

enabled 
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enabled,  to  breed,  tbe  bed  cattle,  and  Cutten  them  in  the 
higheft  degree  for  the  butcher.     His  example  and  fuccei?, 
rou£ed  the  gentlemen  and  farmers  to  begin  and  purfue  his 
mode,  and  raifed  an  uncommon  fpirit  of  improvement  in 
this  place.     The  farmers  having  exhauiled  the  n^arl,  imr 
prove  the  laad  now  with  lime  from  England,  imported  at 
the  harbour  of  Tongla^d,  at  the  rate  of  is.  and  is.  z  d.  the 
Carlifle  bulhel,  which  is  equal  to  about  3  Winchefter  buihels. 
They  make  ufe  of  fea-fheUs  as  a  manure,  which  they  im- 
port at  the  fame  harbour,  at  the  rate  of  i  s.  64-  and  is.  8d. 
the  ton.     They  ufe  light  ploughs  of  the  Engliih  form,  and 
plough  their  land  with  2  horfes,  witiiout  a  driver.     They 
ufe  3  horfes,  with  a  driver,  in  ploughing  the  i  ft  furrow, 
and  in  ftifF  and  four  land.   They  lay  out  their  land  by  fow- 
ing  rye-grais  and  clover,  whigb  produce  good  crops  of  hay, 
and  form  a  rich  pafture  for  feeding  their  cattle.     They  ar^ 
coming  gradually  into  the  cuftom  of  ufing  green  crops* 
The  greateft  obftacle  to  the  prefent  fpirited  exertion  of  the 
hu(bandman,  is  the  very  high  rent  of  land  in  its  natural 
ftate,  and  the  great  expenfe  of  procuring  manure.    In  th« 
prefent  feadbo  therefore  of  induilry,  and  fpirited  exertion, 
nothmg  can  be  more  hurtful  and  impolitic  to  the  improve- 
ment of  agriculture,  than  the  proprietors  of  land  raifing  it 
upon  the  tenants  to  a  racked  rent  in  its  natural  ftate.    This 
damps  the  fpirit  of  induftrious  tenants,  throws  them  in- 
to a  ftate  of  defpair,  and  deprives  tbem  of  all  the  means  of 
induftry  and  improvement.    It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  th^ 
good  fenfe,  and  benevolent  fpirit  of  the  gentlemen  in  thif 
comer,  will  prevent  them  from  falling  into  an  error  fo  &tal 
to  the  fucceis  of  agriculture,  and  to  the  general  good  of  tb^ 
country.    The  induftrious  farmer,  in  the  fcale  of  fociety, 
merits  due  encouragement  from  the  proprietors  of  land  in 
every  wcU  i e  julated  ftaie.    It  is  to  be  l^opedi  that  their 
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intcrcft  In  this  rcfpeft  will  never  be  loft  view  of  hj  their 
fiiperiors. 

Produce  of  Land  in  Agriculture  and  Pajlurage^  &c.-^The 
land  in  this  parifh  is  well  fuited  for  both.  The  fanners 
raife  excellent  crops  of  oats,  barley  and  bear,  from  the  im- 
proved land.  There  is  little  wheat,  peafe  or  rye  fown,  as 
thej  are  not  deemed  fo  fuitable  for  the  foil.  As  the  foil  is 
thin,  they  find  wheat  is  a  great  impoverifher.'  They  plant 
great  quantities  of  potatoes,  in  the  drill  form,  which  thrive 
well,  and  make  ample  returns  to  them  for  their  labour. 
Excellent  crops  of  barley  and  bear  are  raifed  from  the  po- 
tato ground  the  enfuing  feafon.  Good  crops  of  rye-grafe 
and  clover  are  raifed,  when  the  improved  land  is  laid  out 
for  pafture.  There  is  no  fixed  rotation  of  crops  obferved 
by  the  farmers,  but  every  one  varies  hi3  praftice,  according 
to  his  particular  tafte,  and  the  nature  of  the  foil.  There 
are  confiderable  quantities  of  natural  meadow  ground  in 
diBFerent  places,  particularly  on  each  fide  of  the  w^ter  of 
Tarff,  and  great  quantities  of  meadow  hay  are  produced 
from  them  every  year.  The  hay  on  the  Tarff  is  reckoned 
of  an  inferior  quality,  from  being  much  fanded  by  fre- 
quent inundations  in  rainy  fummers.  When  it  is  cut, 
great  quantities  of  it  are  carried  down  the  water  by  fudden 
falls  of  rain.  There  is  little  flax  produced,  except  what 
the  farmers  make  ufe  of  for  their  families  \  many  parts, 
however,  are  well  fuited  for  this  article.  TThe  farmers 
breed  a  confiderable  number  of  young  cattle  every  year. 
The  late  improvement  of  the  land  has  greatly  improved 
their  pafture  grounds,  which  enables  them  to  keep  more 
cows,  and  to  feed  them  better.  Their  young  cattle  thrive 
well  in  general,  ahd  numbers  keep  them  out  in  the  fields 
\xi  winter  before  they  afe  a-ycar  old,  and  feed  them  with 
f^raw  ilnd  hay.    Th^ir  cattlp  are  of  the  Calloway  kind. 
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and  are  much  coveted  in  England  b7  the  graziervy  fircmi 
their  (hape,  and  being  eafilj  fattened,  Thej  in  ^nerat 
have  no  horns,  and  for  that  reafon  are  th9  more  coveted 
by  the  cattle-dealei^*  Their  beef  is  reckoned  uncommon- 
ly tender,  delicate  and  juicy,  and  is  much  prized'  in  the 
Norfolk  and  London  markets.  They  have  paid  great  at- 
tention of  late,  in  the  choice  of  their  cows  and  buUs,  to 
have  them  of  the  moft  approved  make  and  (hape.  Hiero 
are  fome  of  the  Bakewell  breed  of  cattle  introduced  here 
of  late  years.  They  breed  excellent  horfes  for  the  draught, 
which  are  reckoned  hardy  in  enduring  labour,  both  in 
ploughing  and  carting.  The  north  end  of  the  parifli  being 
moorilh,  anfwers  well  for  Ibeep-pafture.  The  iheep  are  of 
the  black  faced  kind,  are  hardy,  and  endure  the  winter- 
ilorms.  The  farmers  in  the  fouth  end,  and  middle  of  the 
pariOi,  keep  only  a  few  (heep  of  the  Bakewell  and  Cully 
fpecies  for  the  ufe  of  their  families,  and  a  few  of  them  for 
fale.  The  palhire  being  good,  th^y  thrive  well.  There 
are  none  of  the  SpaniiQi  breed  here;  but  fome  of  them  are 
introduced  into  the  neighbourhood  by  Lford  Daer,  a  young 
nobleman,  who  pays  uncommon  attention  to  every  fpecies 
of  improvement  that  can  be  u&ful  to  the  country,  both  in 
agriculture,  manufa£hires  and  roads.  Some  hogs  are  pro- 
duced, both  for  iale  and  for  home  confnmption.  There  are 
nearly  about  xaoQ  black  cattle,  of  which  are  about  220 
milk  cows,  and  the  remainder,  cattle  of  di&rent  ages,  from 
one  to  4  years  old.  The  yell  cattle  «  vary  in  numbers  ac- 
cording to  the  feafons  of  the  year.  In  fummer  they  keep 
more,  and  in  winter  fewer.  Their  yell  cattle  are  fed  out 
of  doors  in  the  winter  feafon  with  ftraw  and  hay.  The 
milk  cows  are  houfed.  There  are  in  whole  about  129 
horfes  of  diJFerent  ages,  and  about  790  iheep  of  the  differ- 
^t  kinds,  and  between  80  and  90  hogs  of  different  ag^. 
There  are  35  ploughs,  and  58  carts  employed  for  the  pur- 
poses 
♦  Cdttle  not  gWing  millc. 
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pofes  of  agdculAure,  leadio^  maaare,  bringing  home  £iid| 
«ad«xpo£tiiig  the  produce  ia  grain  aod  potatoes  *. 

'       •  '  ■    ■  '        \    . 

Rentql^  &€. — The  valued  rent  in  the  ceis-books  of  the 

coon^j  is  L«.%8i5  :  6  :  8  Scots.  The  real  rent  now  paid  is 
neadj  about  t*.  a68o,  7  s»  Sterling,  and  is  dill  rifing,  upon 
the  giving  new  leafes  to^.tbe  tenants.  The  land  is  let  at 
various  rates  ihe  acre,  according  to  its  richncfe  and  fertility, 
frpm  5$.  to  ^0  8.  las.  15s.  ai^  fonie  rich  {pots  at  L.i  the 
acre,  without  any  allpwance  ibr  manure.  Some  of  the 
la^d  is  thought  to  be  very  dear,  and  other  parts  moderate, 
as  is  the  general  cafe  in  every  parifh.  It  requires  great  in* 
^uftry  .and  good  managf^ment  in  the  tenants  to  be  able  to 
pay  die  prefent  rents  in  general.  The  farms  for  the  moft 
part  a^^e.large*  paying  from  L.60  to  L.  150  and  L.  190 
Sterling. of  J^esgrly  rent ;  fome  few  at  L.  15,  L.  20  and  L.3o 
Sterling*  There  was  a  ilagnation  in  the  rent  of  land  about 
the  fi|iddle  of  the  American  war  ;  but  fince  its  conclufion* 
land  baa  riik^n  rapidly^  both  in  its  price  and  yearly  value* 
The  &rms  are  large^  and  what  was  let  about  40  or  50  years 
ago  in  ruarigf  to  4^  5,  and  8  tenants,  is  now  let  to  one  te- 
nant 211  cumulo-i^ 

Population,-'^ 

♦  Seed-time  and  Harveft, — ^This  parifli  confifts  of  dry  and  thhi  land, 
tuhich  produce!  an  tixXj  feed-Hme  and  harreft.  In  dr^  fprings,  the  feed« 
ilfHe  begiix  sbcmt  tb*  middle  df  March,  and  the  fowing  of  com  is  finifliei 
hy  tbf  middle  of  April.  BarUj  and  bear  are  fown  about  the  latter  end  of 
April,  and  beginning  of  May.  ^outoes  are  planted  in  the  month  of 
^ay.  Bear  and  barley  harveft  begins  about  the  mirldle  of  Augnil.  Com 
)iarveft  begins,  in  general,  the  beginning  erf  September,  and  is  fimflied  a* 
beitt«tht  end  of  ^t  mooch.  The  hmuA  is  •  Uttle  later  in  ibme  mi»riih 
.^taeesi  in  the  qorth  end  of  the  pariib. 

f  Price  of  Labour  and  prpvifions. ^mJThe  price  of  labour  has  inc^afed 
greatly  of  taie.  An  able-bodied  ftr^nt  man,  fttited  for  the  fabtmr  of  h 
ftrmer»  receives  L.p  and  L.  to  Itarlbg  M«*^»  ^^i^  H^  ^dotb.    Ser* 
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Populatitm. — ^According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the  po« 
pulation  was  then  537.  Bj  a  €arefal  furyey  in  Z79a» 
the  number  of  the  inhabitantSi  old  and  young,  amouota 
to  520.  It  is  generally  believed  that  popuktioQ  has 
decreafed  within  thefe  40  or  50  yean  paft.  Of  the 
above  number,  there  are  249  males  and  271  females* 
The  record  of  baptifms  before  the  1769  had  received 
no  kind  of  attention.  The  average  of  baptifms  and 
marriages,  hath  beeb  13  baptifms,  and  8  or  9  marriages 
yearly,  fince  the  1769.  There  has  never  been  a  reoord  df 
burials  kept.  The  letting  of  large  farms  tojone  tenant, 
which  were  formerly  let  to  4,  6,  and  8  tenants,  muft  be  aa 
obvious  caufe  of  depopulation,  joined  with  the  late  ereftion 

o£ 

Taut  womem  receive  L.  3  and  L.  4  Sterling  a-yeir,  with  their  vi^luals. 
The  men  receive  L.  1,  5  s.  and  L.  1, 10 5.  Sterling,  and  fome  moir,  for  tiie 
labour  of  the  harveft,  with  viAutis.  Women  receive  L.  1  ajid  t;  1,  S  %< 
Sterling,  for  the  harreft,  with  vidttak.  In  fummer,  common  Uboorers^ 
I  s.  tnd  I  s.  ;t  d.  a-4a7,  withont  viduaU ;  and  8  d.  9  d.  and  10  d.  with 
vidloals;  in  winter,  lod.  without,  and  7d.  with  vidluals.  Good  mow- 
ers  of  hay,  i  s.  6  d.  and  i  s.  8  d.  without,  and  1  s.  and  i  s.  a  d.  with  vie. 
tuals.  Mafons  and  carpenten,  i  s.  8  d.  and  i  s.  9  d.  withont,  and  i  u 
and  I  s.  a  d.  with  vLftuali.  Tailon,  8  d.  and  9  d.  a-day,  with  vidkuals« 
The  fansert,  of  late  years,  (nd  much  difficulty  in  finding  labourers  at 
th^  above  high  wages,  which  bears  hard  upon  them,  and  rraden  the  la- 
bour of  agriculture  very  expenlive.  This  is  owing  of  late  to  the  intro- 
dudlion  of  the  cotton  manufa<f^ure,  wlikh  occnpiee  great  nainhte,  wh* 
itenwrly  were  engaged  in  the  laboui'  of  i^ricultiire.— The  price  of  oat- 
acal  is  generally,  iu  fruitful  feafons  about  I  s.  6d.  and  i  s.  9  d*  the 
flone,  which  is  equal  to  2  pecks  of  Linlithgow  meafure.  Potatoes  are  1 1. 
and  I  «.  4  d.  the  peck.  In  the  years  of  icarcity,  1.781  and  ly^jt  the  price 
of  meal  was  high,  but  there  was  ftill  plenty  of  it  in  this  corocr^  owing, 
in  «  gieat  mealiue,  to  the  early  feafoa  of  the  harveft  isk  this  and  iocoe  of 
the  neighboitfiag  pariihes.  The  price  of  beef  is  generally  3  d.  aiui  ^d. 
the  pound,  £ngli(h  weight ;  and  mutton  and  lamb,  1  d.  ^^  d.  and  3  d. 
the  pound,  ditto  weight ;  pork,  at  2  d.  and  a-J-  ^'  ^^  pound,  ditto  weights 
Frafli  beef  and  4notton  is  geseralky  high  priced  in  the  fpring.  Butter  ia 
■^  d.  and  7  d.  the  pouad,  CnglUh ;  and  cheele,  Ij.  d.  and  3  d.  the  pound, 
ditto  weight.  Thefe  prices  may  all  of  them  be  reckoned  reafonable,  coo- 
lidering  the  high  rent  of  land,  and  the  high  wages  paid  by  die  fsirmer 
for  every  article  of  labour,  in  the  aunagement  of  his  farm* 
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of  villages,  and  the  introduAion  of  the  cotton-manu&dare 
into  various  parts  of  this  neighboarhood.  But  the  above 
aicoolj  arguments  for  a  local,  not  a  general  depopulation 
in  this  comer ;  as  the  additional  population  in  towns  and 
in  villages,  compenfate  for.anj  local  deficiency  in  a  parti* 
cular.part  of  the  country. 

Rivers^  and  Salmon-Fi/bing. ^^The^  water  of  Tarff  runs 
in  a  dire&ion  from  N.  to  S.  through  the  weft  fide  of  the 
pariih,  and  forms  a  junction  with  the  river  Dee  at  the 
iartheft  S.  point  of  it.  It  takes  its  rife  from  a  lake  called 
Lochwhinnock,  in  the  parilb  of  Girthon.  It  abounds  with 
trout  and  pike,  and  in  the  fummer  and  harveft  there  are 
lea-trouts,  called  herlings,  and  grilfe  and  falmon,  which 
run  up  into  it  from  the  fea. '  In  floods  it  affords  good  fport 
for  the  angler.  Its  banks,  in  fome  parts,  are  adorned  with 
natural  wood,  and  fine  natural  meadow-ground.  .  There 
are  two  bridges  upon  it,  one  about  the  middle  of  the  pa- 
rifh,  where  the  military  road  from  Carlifle  to  Port-Patrick 
crofles  it,  and  another  farther  S.  near  its  extremity,  where 
it  joins  with  the  river  Dee,  and  where  there  is  a  harbour 
for  fliipping.  Here  there  is  a  great  quantity  of  lime  and 
fea-ihells  imported  c^trj  year  for  manure,  during  the  fumv 
mer.Ceafon.  The  river  Dee  runs  on  the eaftern  and  fouth- 
em  fides  of  the  parifli.  It  is  a  large  and  rapid  river.  Op« 
pofite  to  this  parifh  its  bottom  is  rocky,  and  its  banks  are 
fteep  and  rugged,  and  adorned  with  natural  wood  of  van- 
.  ous  kinds :  This  gives  it  a  bold  and  romantic  appearance. 
It  abounds  with  falmon  in  the  fifliing  feafon,  which  begins 
generally  in  the  month  of  February,  and  ends  the  26th  of 
Auguft.  But  few  of  them  get  above  the  works,  termed 
Doachs,  ere6ted  acrois  the  river,  nearly  oppofite  to  the  corn- 
mills  and  church  of  Tongland,  excepting  in  very  high 
floods.  Above  and  below  the  church  and  manfe,  the  bot* 
3  torn 
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lorn  of  the  river  is  rocky.  This,  in  large  floods,  forms 
the  moft  beautiful  cafcades  of  brokeii  water.  There  is  a 
bridge  of  two  arches  built  acrois  the  river,  a  little  fouth  ot 
the  church  and  manfe,  where  the  river  is  narrow,  upon  aT 
focky  foundation.  The  falls  of  the  river  to  a  perfon  (land- 
ing upon  this  bridge  in  a  large  flood  produce  a  grand  and 
awful  fenfation.  Here  we  behold  a  train  of  the  moft 
beautiful  caicades  of  broken  water,  tearing  and  roarings 
over  the  rugged  rocks,  with  the  moft  tremenduous  noife. 
About  20  yards  below  the  bridge,  there  is  one  of  the 
grandeft  falls  of  water  to  be  feen  in  the  fouth  ol  Scotland. 
Indeed,  travellers  who  have  feen  it  in  a  great  flood,  have 
averred,  that  it  is  eqiial,  if  not  fuperior,  to  many  of  tht 
remarkable  falls  of  water  in  the  Highlands.  Here  the 
river  runs  over  a  ridge  of  rock  acrofs  the  bottom,  and 
falls  into  a  deep  lin;  It  is  fo  remarkable  an  objeft  in  na« 
ture,  that  it  has  called  forth  the  attention  of  the  Scottifh 
Mufe,  in  the  ancieilt  poem  of  the  Cherry  and  the  Slae;  com- 
pofed  by  Captain  Montgomery,  who  lived  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood, at  Cranfton  caiUe,  and  naturally  defcribes  this 
fall  in  the  6th  ftanza  of  that  poem,  as  follows : 
"  To  pen  the  pleafure^  of  that  Park, 
How  every  bloflbm  branch  and  bark 

Againft  the  fun  did  fliyne, 
I  pafs  to  Poetis  to  compyle 
In  high  heroic  ftatlie  ftyle 

Quuhais  Mtife  furmathes  myhe:- 
But  as  I  lukit  myne  alatne, 

I  faw  a  river  rin^ 
OutVore  a  ftccpie  rock  of  ftane 

Syne  lichtit  in  a  Ua, 
With  tumbling,  and  tumblbg 

Amang  the  rockb  round, 
Bevalling  and  fkUing,  .      *   . 

Into  a  pit  profound.'* 
Vol.  IX.  S  f  th^ 
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The  above  is  a  juft  and  aatarstl  defcription  of  tUis  tit^- 
meoduous  £sdl  of  water,  and  perfc&lj  agreeable  to  the  ap^ 
pearance  in  nature.  TThe  found  and  the  fenfe  are  admi- 
rably  imitated^  bj  the  poet.  Perhaps  our  favourite  and 
defcriptiVe  poet,  Mr  Thomfon,  could  not  have  ezeeeded  it^ 
had  he  feen  the  objed  with  his  own  eyes.-— Al  a  confider* 
able  diftance  above  the  bridge,  the  doadis  or  cruives  for 
taking  the  falmon,  axe  ere&ed  acrofs  the  river.  In  gentle 
rifes  of  the  water,  the  {almoo-run  into  the  cruives,  and  are 
taken  out  ibmctimcs  alive,  and  fometimes  dead,  according 
to  the  length  of  time  the/  have  been  in  the  cruives.  Be* 
low  the  bridge  there  is  a  place  called  the  Sand-bed,  into 
which  the  tide  flows  at  high  water ;  here  thej  take  great- 
numbers  bj  a  boat  and  a  verj  long  draught-net,  when  the 
tide  flows.  A  little  abovi:  this,  there  b  a  deep  and  large 
bafon  of  water,  called  the  Lin-pool,  into  which  the  fait* 
water  flows  in  fpring-tides.  Here  they  take  the  falmon  by 
a  boat  with  drag -nets;  but,  in  general^  bj  far  the  greateft 
number  of  lalmoo,  grilfe  and  iea  trouts,  are  caught  in  the 
night  time,  by  what  they  term  the  fiihing  with  the  ihould- 
er-nets«  This  mode  of  filling  b  both  curious  and  ingeni- 
ous, and  merits  a.  minute  defcription.  There  b  a  fmall  net 
fixed  to  a  femicircular  bow  of  iron,  and'thb  is  fixed  to  a- 
pole  of  about  i8  feet  in  kngth.  The  fiflierman  ties  a> 
fmall  piece  of  bended  wood,  with^  groove  in  it^  upon  his 
left  ihoulder,  for  the  pole  of  the  net  to  Aide  upoa^  Thus 
equipped,  he  takes  hb  ftettioa  in  the  night,  upon  a  rock  at 
the  fide  of  a  pool,  where  he  knows  the  falmoa  Jie,  and 
throws  his  net  ftraight  before  him  into  the  water,  into 
which  it'  finks,  and  draws  it  ftraight  to  him  on  the  bottom,. 
Aiding  the  pole  upon  the  groove  of  wood  upon  hb  left  flioul* 
der,  and  when  he  has  it  near  him,  he  gives  the  net  a  quick 
turn  over  by  the  pde,  and  bringa  out  diefiib  \   and  there 
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;is  «notli«r  maa  ftanding  clofe  bj  with  a  club,  ready  to  take 
hold  of  the  filh  and  kill  tbemt  and  take  them  out  to  a  fiife 
place.    Id  certain  places  of  the  river,  great  numbers  of 
filh  are  taken  in  the  night  time  by  this  mode  of  fiihing. 
For  this  purpoCe  tbefe  are  two  flioulder-net  men,  and  one 
>man  to  kill,  generally  employed  .through  the  fiibing  fea- 
fon.     The  principal  markets  for  the  falmon  are  iVianche- 
fter,  Liverpool,  and  Whitehaven.     Early  in  the  feafon 
'ibme  few  are  fent  to  London  by  land-carriage.      The 
jprice  in  the  fpring  is  6  d.  the  lb.  Engliih  weight  \  but  when 
the  feafon  is  farther  advanced,  it  is  fold  iov  4  d.  and  3  d. 
the  lb.     The  (almon  taken  at  Tongland  are  much  admired 
for  their  richnels,  and  delicate  tafte  \  but  thofe  caught  far* 
ther  down  the  river,  in  the  fiihbg  yairs  at  Kirkcudbright, 
are  ftill  more  admired  by  connoifleurs  for  the  richnels  and 
delicacy  of  their  curd.     The  fiihing  at  Tongland^  which 
.docs  not  reach  to  \  mile  upon  the  fide  of  the  river,  is 
let  ia  tack,  with  a  fmall  piece  of  ground  annexed  to  it, 
at  the  yearly  rent  x>f  L.  305  Sterling,  befides  cpaying  the 
{>ublic  burdens.     The  land  is  ^valued  at  L.  42  Sterling  a- 
jear,  and  the  fiihing  is  L.  263  Sterling.     About  68  years 
'  ago  it  was  let,  with  the  fame  piece  of  ground,  at  L.  8  Ster- 
ling, and  the  tenant  could  not  pay  that  rent,  but  gavent  up  *. 

Chara&er  and  Mafmers  rf  ibi  lMbabitants.—1\Mtj  are,  in 
general,  a  decent  and  relpeftable  people  in  their  different 
ranks  of  life ;  fenfible  and  rational  in  their  religious  prin- 
ciples. No  fedaries.  They  are  all  warm  friends  to  the 
principles  of  the  Revolution  Government,  and  the  foocef- 
iion  of  the  Family  of  Hanover.    laMce  is  not  an  old 

woman 

*  ^/jy^ra/ 5>ri»^x.— There  is«  chalybeate  ^n;  bi  the  lands  of  Up. 
4ier  Barncrolh.  The  coantry  people  ufe  it  as  •  cure  in  agues,  and  fat 
coaiplaiou  in  the  Ibmadi  and  indtfetiott.  There  ii  another  of  the 
ifane  nature  near  the  Honie  of  Upper  Barcaftle.  The  watets  of  both  are 
TiOt  ftrongly  impregnate^  with  the  iron  mineral. 
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woman  in  the  parifh,  but  would  bedaub  7om  Paine  witli 
dirt,  if  he  prefumed  to  fet  his  foot  within  the  verge  of  it. 
Thej  hear  that  the  Kin?  and  the  Royal  Familj^  go  con- 
llantlj  to  church  on  the  Sabbath  daj,  and  hate  Tom 
Faine  for  abufing  fo  good  a  Prince.  Numbers  of  them  are 
terrified  that  the  French-Rcvoli^tion  Government  ihould 
be  introduced  among  them ,  for  every  one  choofes  to  keep 
what  he  has  lawfully  got,  and  not  make  an  equal  'divifion 
of  it  among  his  neighbours.  They  are  indu0rlous  and 
careful  about  their  fecul^  affairs,  in  their  different  lines  of 
life,  and  do  not  interfere  with  matters  of  State  :  decent  in 
their  drefs,  and  good  oeconomifls  in  their  mode  of  living. 
None  of  them  have  been  hanged  or  banifhed  in  modem 
times.  In  general  they  are  fober  and  temperate,  notwith- 
{landing  that  whiiky  is  both  cheap  and  plenty  of  late 
years,  there  being  only  a  few  who  are  votaries  of  that  per- 
nicious beverage.  They  have  made  great  progreis  in  ci- 
vilization and  good  manners,  and  have  made  refharkable 
improvement  of  late  in  their  houfes,  drefs,  and  manner  of 
living,  as  will  appear  evident  from  the  following  authen- 
tic iketch  of  the  Statifilcal  ilate  of  this  parifh  about  60  or 
JO  years  ago. 

At  the  above  period,  there  was  not  a  hat  to  be  feen  in 
the  whole  congregation  upon  a  Sunday.  They  i/vorc 
Kilmarnock  J>onnet8  or  caps  of  different  colpurs.  In 
church  *tbey  kept  on  their  bonnets  and  paps  during  the 
leftupe  and  fermon,  and  took  them  off  only  during  the 
prayer,  the  finging  of  pialmsr  and  the  pronouncing  the 
bleffing.  Few  or  non^  of  the  common  people  could  read» 
and  the  precentor  read  the  fcriptures  to  them  in  church  be- 
fore the  minifter  made  his  appearance.  They  had  no 
buckles  in  their  ibqes,  but  tied  them  with  fmall  leather 
thongs ;  had  no  metal  buttons  on  their  clothes,  but  large 
clumfy  buttons  of  wood  moulds,  covered  over  with   the 

fame 
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fame  cloth  as  the  coat^  The  men  wjirt^'Kelt  coats,  made 
of  a  mixture  of  black,  and  white  woot^  as  it  'came  oflF  the 
iheep,  in  its  natural  flate.  Neither  meq  noif  women,  in 
general,  wore  .any  fliirts,  and  when  they  did,  they  were 
made  of  coarie  woollen ;  in  general,'  they  changed  their 
plaiding  ihirts  twice' in  the  year,  at  Whitfunday  and  Mat* 
pnmas.  It  was  long  before  linen  ihirts  cai^e  into  ufe  a« 
mong  the  vulgar.  They  wore  no  ihoes  in  fummer,  nor 
winter,  but  in  the  time  of  fevere*  froft  and  fnow«  Their 
children  got  do  fhoes  till  they  were  able  to  go  to  the  kirk. 
The  women  wore  coarfe  plaiding  or  drugget'  gowns,  made 
of  the  coarfeft  wool,  and  fpun  in  the  coarfeil  manner.  The 
tenants  wives  wore  toys  of  linen  of  the  coarfeft  kind,  upon 
their  heads,  when  they  went  to  church,  fairs  or  m&rket. 
At  home,  in  their  own  houfes,  they  wore  toys  of  coarfe 
plaiding.  The  young  girls,  linen  mutches,  with  a  few 
plaits  in  them  above  their  foreheads,  when  they  went  a- 
broad  to  the  church,  or  to  fairs,  or  market.  At  home 
they  went  bareheaded,  with  their  hair  fnooded  back  on  . 
the  crown  of  their  head,  with  a  woollen  firing  in  the  form 
of  a  garter.  Their  houfes  were  the  moll  miferable  hovels, 
built  of  ftone  and  turf,  without  mortar,  and  flopped  with 
fog  or  ftraw,  to  keep  the  wind  from  blowing  in  upon  them. 
They  had  a  window  on^each  fide  of  the  houfe,  which  they 
opened  or  ihut  as  the  wind  blew,  to  give  them  light* 
Thefe  windows  they  (lopped  with  ftraw  or  fern.  In  fuch 
houfes,  when  they  kindled  a  fire,  they  lived  in  a  conflant 
cloud  of  fmoke,  enough  to  fufFocate  them,  had  they  not 
been  habituated  to  it  from  their  infancy.  They  had  many 
of  them  no  ftanding  beds,  but  flept  on  heaih  and  ftraw, 
covered  with  the  coarfeft  blankets,  upon  the  floor.  They 
kept  their  cattle  in  the  fame  hotife  with  themfclves,  tied 
to  ftakes  in  one  end  of  the  houfe.  There  was  no  divihon 
to  feparate  the  cattle  from  tb^infelves.     Their  furniture 
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confided  of  ftooby  poUy  woodea  oogi  ftnd  bikkers.  At 
their  meals,  they  «te  and  fupped  altogether  out  of  one 
<]i(h.  They  lived  in  a  coarfe  and  dirtj  manner,  and  ate  of 
the  meaneft  aad  coarieft  food.  In  general,  their  food 
confifted  of  brofe,  pottage^  oat-meal  flummerj,  and 
greens  boiled  in  water  with  a  little  ialt.  The 
^ilhes  out  of  which  thej  fed  were  iieldom  Waihed  af- 
ter meals,  and  of  courfe,  were  often  thick  with  dirt*  Each 
perfon  in  the  funilj  had  a  Qiott  hafted  fpoon  made  of  horn, 
which  they  called  a  munn^  with  which  thej  fupped,  and 
carried  it  in  tiieir  pocket,  or  hung  it  by  their  fide.  They 
had  no  knives  and  forks,  but  lifted  the  butcher  meat  they 
ate  with  their  fingers.  They  ate  little  meat  at  that  time 
excepting  the  ofF-falls  of  their  flocks,  which  died  ei- 
ther by  poverty  or  difeafe.  At  Martinmas  they  killed  an 
old  ewe  or  two,  as  their  xvinter  provifion,  and  ufed  the 
iheep  that  died  of  the  braxy  in  the  latter  e^idl  pf  autumn. 
At  this  time  thei^r  farms  had  no  march  fences  to  fepa^afe 
them  from  their  neighbours.  A  fingle  farm  was  let  ia 
runrig  among  a  number  of  tenants,  which  caufed  them  to 
live  in  a  conftaat  ftate  of  warfare  and  aaimofity.  The 
dividing  the  produce  of  the  farm,  according  to  each  tenant';^ 
(hare,  became  a  ufual  fource  of  quarrels  and  fighting. 

Their  mode  of  agriculture  was  uncommonly  ihipid  ia 
«vcry  ftage  of  the  operation.  They  yoked  6  oxen  and 
2  horfc^  in  one  plough,  and  fometimes  8  oxen  and  2  horfes. 
They  yoked  4  horfes  a-breadth  in  a  plough  without  oxen, 
.and  had  always  one  to  hold  the  plough,  and  another  to 
drive  the  cattle.  They  ufed  a  heavy  clumfy  Scots  plough, 
that  murdered  the  weak  and  half  ftarved  animals  to  drag  it 
after  them.  Their  harrows  were  heavy  and  clumfy,  with 
die  teeth  made  of  wood  inftead  of  iron.  In  the  fpring  fea- 
fon  their  horfes  and  oxen  fell  down  in  the  draught  through 
perfeft  poverty  and  weaknefs.  They  ploughed  great  quan- 
tities of  the  land,  and  had  poor  returns  for  their  labour. 
X  They 
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'tttey  took  4  or  5  crops,  without  putting  on  anj  manure^ 
in  dry  feafons,  they  could  Icarelj  gather  their  com  in  har- 
vefty  upon  account  of  its  ihortneis.  The j  fowed  nothing 
but  poor  grey  Scots  oats ;  their  poor  land  would  bear  na  o* 
ther  fpecies  of  grain.  This  kind  of  oats  yieUed  little  meal, 
and  o£  a  dark  colour.  When  their  com  came  above  the 
ground  in  the  fpring,  they  had  confiant  herding  of  their 
cattle  day  and  night,  till  the  harvtft  was  finifhed,  and  the 
corn  gathered  into  their  com  yards.  They  built  turf  folds 
in  fummer  in  the  fields,  into  which  they  put  their  cattle  in 
the  middle  of  the  day,  when  annoyed  with  the  heat  i  and 
alfo-at  night,  to  prelcrve  them  &om  defti'oying  tbeir  grain. 
In  the  night  they  put  all  their  cattle  into*  thefe  turf  folds^ 
and  ene  or  two  perfons  watched  them  evtrj  night  in  fum<r 
mer  and  harveft,  till  their  coras^  were  go^  in.  By  over* 
flocking  tbeir  farms,  the  poor  animals  .were  ftarved  for 
want  of  grals.  In  the  fpring,  their  cattle  were  fo  weak^. 
that  when  they  lay  down^  they  could  not  rife  of  themfelves 
till  they  lifted  them  up.  They  fell  into  moifes  and  quag- 
mires through  weaknels,  and  were  drowned.  In  the  fpring 
feafon,  it  was  a  conftant  cuflom  to  gather  their  neighbours 
together,  to  aflift  in  lifting  their  cows  and  horfes,  and  to 
drag  them  out  of  mois  holes.  At  that  time,  and  for  long 
after,  thene  was  not  a  cart  in  the  parilh.  They  led  home 
their  corn  and  hay  in  car^  and  in-  tmfles  on-  the  backs  of 
their  horfes,  and  their  peat»  in  creels  and  facks.  lliey  led 
out  their  dung  on  cars,  or  creels  coupled  and  hung  over 
the  horfes  backs.  The  women  carried  out  dung  in  creels 
on  their  backsy  and  the  men  filled  the  creels  at  the  dunghill^ 
and  lifted  it  upon  their  fhoulders.  This  refembled  the  &• 
vage  ilate  of  fbclety,  where  all  the  dmdgery  of  the  domeftic 
labour  fell  to  the  department  of  the  female  fez.  A.t  that  time 
there  were  no  faddles  nor  bridles,  and  they  rode  to  church 
and  market  upon  brechams  and  pillions  placed  on  the 

horfesy 
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horfe$,  and  halters  on  die  horfes  heads  made  of  hair.  The/ 
ihod  their  horfes  fore  feet,  but  put  no  flioes  upoh  their  hind 
feet  The  women  had  no  little  wheels,  but  fpan  with  thef 
rock  and  fpindle.  Their  yarn  was  unconunonly  coarfe. 
Thej  had  no  candles  to  give  them  light  in  the  winter 
nights.  When  the  goodman*  of  the  houfe  made  family 
worlhip,  they  lighted  a  rnffy,  to  enable  him  to  read  the 
pfalm,  and  the  portion  of  fcripture,  before  he  prayed.  The 
men. had  no  razors,  but  clipped  their  beards  every  Satur- 
day night  with  fciiTars,  to  appear  more  decent  upon  the 
Sunday.  The  lower  clais  in  general  were  tainted  ilrongly 
with  fuperflitious  fentiments  and  opinions,  which  had  been 
tranfmitted  down  from  one  generation  to  atiother  by  tradi- 
tion. They  firmly  believed  in  ghofis,  hobgoblins,  fairies, 
elves,  witches  and  wizards.  Thefe  ghofis  and  fpirits  often 
appeared  to  them  sit  night.  They  ufed  many  charms  and 
incantations  to  preferve  themfelves,  their  cattle  and  houfes, 
from  the  malevolence  of  witches,  >vizar(is,  and  evil  fpirits^ 
and  believed  in  the  beneficial  eScAs  of  thefe  charms.  They 
believed  in  lucky  and  unlucky  days  ^lid  Xeafohs,  in  marry- 
ing, or  undertaking  any  important  bufinels.  They  fre- 
quently faw  the  Devil,  who  made  wicked  attacks  upoh 
them  when  they  w^re  engaged  in  their  religious  exercifes, 
and  ads  of  devotion.  They  believed  in  benevolent  fpiiritsj 
which  they  termed  brownies^  who  went  about  in  the  night 
time,  and  performed  for  them  fome  parts  of  their  domeftio 
labour,  fuch  as  threftiing  and  winnowing  their  corn,  fpiri- 
ning  and  churning.  They  fixed  branches  of  mountain  afli, 
or  narrow  leaved  fervice-tree  above  the 'flakes  of  their 
cattle,  to  preferve  them  from  the  evil  efieSs  of  elves  and 
witches.  All  thefe  fupcrditious  opinions  and  obfervation^, 
which  they  firmly  believed,  and  powerfully  influenced  their 

aftion's/ 
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'aftibns,  are  of  late  ^ears  altnoft  obliterated  among  the  pre- 
fent  generation.  Borii  men  and  women  about  60  years  a« 
go,  were  robufl  and  healthy,  and  fubjeft  to  few  difeafes. 
They  were  ftrangers  to  every  complaint  of  a  nervous  na- 
ture. This  arofe  from  the  hardy  manner  in  which  they 
were  brought  up  from  their  infancy,  and  being  accuftomed 
to  watch  their  cattle  without  doors  in  the  night  during  the 
whole  fummer  and  harvell  feafon.  From  the  above  au* 
thentic  Statiflical  Account  of  this  pariih  about  60  or  70 
years  ago,  compared  with  its  prefent  date  of  improvement, 
in  agriculture,  the  manners,  drefs,  and  mode  of  living  a- 
mong  its  inhabitants,  and  their  prefent  fentiments  in  reli- 
gion, the  great  improvement  they  have  made  in  agricul- 
ture and  civilization  will  appear  in  the  moft  ilriking  point 
view ;  and  as  they  are  Hill  in  a  gradual  train  of  improve- 
ment at  prefent,  it  gives  the  moft  flattering  profpe£b  of 
their  future  progrefs  in  the  couirfe  of  time.  The  greateft 
danger  to  their  prefent  progrefs  is  the  raifing  the  land  to  a 
racked  rent^  which  induftrious  tenants  may  be  unable  to 
pay. 

Churchy  Stipend^  Sclooly  Poor^  &c. — The  church  and 
manfe  are  placed  near  the  fouth  extremity  of  the  pariih. 
This  renders  the  church  inconvenient,  with  refpefi  to  it^ 
fituation,  both  to  the  miuifler  and  people.  The  fituation 
of  the  church  and  nianfe  on  the  fide  of  the  river  Dee  is  re- 
markably pieafant.  The  church  is  old,  but  in  tolerable 
good  repair.  Some  of  its  north  wall  is  a  part  of  the  priory, 
now  in  ruins.  The  manfe  is  old,  and  in  bad  repair,  being 
flightly  finiihed  at  firft.  The  glebe,  including  the  feat  of 
the  manfe  and  garden,  confifls  of  7  acres  of  very  good  land, 
tt  an  average,  worth  about  L.  i,  5  s.  Sterling  the  acre. 
The  ftipend  is  the  fmalleft  iri  this  corner,  being  only  L.  58, 
(s.  8  d.  Sterling,  with  loo  merks  for  communion-elements. 
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and  (lands  in  much  heed  of  an  augmentation,  frond  the  fate* 
great  advance  upon  all  the  rteccffary  articles  of  life.  The 
King  is  p  itrcn-— The  public  fchool  has  a  falary  of  L.  loo 
Scots,  with  a  free  houfe  and  garden*  It  is  fituated  in  the 
centre  of  the  parith,  and  very  convenient  for  the  fchblars. 
The  fchool  wages  are,  in  general,  for  reading,  i  s.  6  d. ; 
writing,  2  s. ;  arithmetic,  2  s.  6  d. ;  and  Latin,  3  s.  the  quar- 
ter, and  10s.  6d.  for  a  courfe  of  bookkeeping.  There 
are  about  40  or  50  fcholars  in  winter,  and  about  30  or  4^ 
in  fummer.  The  people  arc  very  attentive  to  give  their 
children  as  much  education  as  their  circumftances  will  ad- 
mit.— There  arc  only  9  perfons  upon  the  poors  roll  at  pre- 
fcnt ;  fometimes  there  is  a  greater  number,  and  feldom  or 
never  a  lets,-  They  are  fupported  by  the  coUeflions  made 
at  the  churdi,  at  the  time  of  the  facrament,  and  what  is  re- 
ceived for  the  ufe  of  the'mortcloth,  which,  at  an  average, 
may  amount  to  about  nearly  L.  10  Sterling  yearly.  This 
is  divided  among  them  quarterly,  in  proportion  to  their 
different  dejgrees  of  neceffity.  They  are  allowed  to  beg 
through  the  parilh,  but  none  of  them  without  its  bounda* 
ries.  We  have  no  mortified  funds  for  the  fupport  of  the 
poor.  There  is  a  fmall  fum  lent  out  at  intereft,  which  wa? 
faved  in  favourable  times,  which  makes  an  additional 
help.  Should  the  number  of  the  poor  increafe,  there  will 
be  an  indifptnfablc  neceffity  of  applying  to  the  heritors,  in 
terms  of  law,  for  their  maintenance.  This  parifli  is  pefter- 
ed  with  Irifli  vagrants  and  fturdy  beggars,  through  all  the 
feafons  of  the  year.  The  charity  given  thefe  is  extremely 
detrimental  to  the  native  poor  of  the  parifh.  The  clamour- 
ous vagrants  impofe  upon  the  humane  and  charitable  fpiritof 
the  people,  by  their  fictitious  and  tragical  tales  of  mifery ;. 
and  fpend  the  alms  they  receive,  by  getting  themfelves 
drunk  with  whifky.  In  their  own  focieties,  over  their 
cupS|  they  boail  that  they  can  earn,  by  the  commoQ  trade 
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4^  1>eggi^9  2  8.  and  often  2  s.  6^  a-4»7-  It  is  tmlj  ama- 
zingi  that  tbe  police  of  thi^  coroer  allows  fuch  a  deilruSive 
nuUance  to  hoixeft  induftrjr  ilUl  to  prevaiL 

.^fK{//^»fViVjf.-p-Conti£uous  to  thje  church  are  the  ruins  of 
the  priorj  of  Tongland.  It  was  founded  in  the  latter  end 
of  the  1 2th  century,  by  Fergus  Lord  of  Galloway.  The 
monks  were  of  the  Praei]Qonftratentian  order,  formed  by  St 
Norbert  in  11 20  in  France,  and  received  their  same  from 
Prsemontre  in  Champaigne,  the  name  of  their  ifi  abbey. 
Fergus  brought  them  frpm  Cockerfand  in  Laacaihire  to 
this  priory.  Alexander,  abbot  of  Tongland,  fwears  fealty 
to  Edward  I.  in  the  1296.  James  Herries,  prior  o£ 
Tongland,  in  the  MS^*  repaired  the  monaftery  of  Tong- 
landy  which  was  greatly  decayed^  and  inclofed  the  precinds 
with  a  high  wall.  He  was  a  Dodor  of  the  Sorbonne,  and 
much  famed  for  his  learning,  and  wrote  upon  the  validity 
of  indulgences*. 

Advantages 

*  Bilhop-  Lefly  tells  a  ftoiy  of  an  sbbot  of  this  plftce,  w^o,  in  the  iSo7» 
•undertoolL  to  fly  through  the  air  to  France,  from  tlie  c»(Ue  »of  >tirUng, 
fuid  to  be  there  before  the  King's  AmbaiTadors,  who  were  juft  fetting  oS, 
He  took  his  flight  from  the  walls  of  the  caftle,  bat  foon  met  with  the  re- 
ward of  fiich  a  foolifh  attempt,  by  falling,  and  breaking  his  thigh  bones. 
Lord  Maxwell  was  heriuble  bailie  of  this  abbey,  and  had  the  L.  5  land  of 
Cargane,  of  old  extent,  in  the  parifli  of  Tcoqttier,  Dear  Dumfries,  givep 
him  as  his  bailie/ee.  William  MelviU  was  commendator  of  this  abbacy 
in  1598.  Afterwards  this  abbacy  was  annexed  to  the  bihoprick  of  Gal- 
loway, upon  the  bilhop  of  that  fee  oomplaining  -of  the  fraallnefs  of  its  re- 
venae.  The  ruins  (how  that  it  had  been  an  abbey  of  confiderable  extent. 
The  pilfering  and  atftricioas  fpirit  of  the  country  people  had  picked  out 
the  free  ftoncs  from  time  to  time,  fill  all  fell  down  in  one  "heap  of  rub- 
biih.  There  are  feveral  Dniidical  cairns  in  different  parts  oF'  the  parifh, 
in  which  have  been  found  human  bones,  furrounded  with  large  Rones,  in 
form  of  a  grave,  but  no  urns  have  been  found  in  them.  Upon  a  rocky 
moor-hill,  called  Barrftobrick,  in  the  north  end  of  the  parifh,  '&  A.ill  fliowa 
the  i^jot  of  ground  where  the  unfortunate  Mary  Queen  of  Scots,  in  is6t, 
wifh  a  few  faithful  friends  in  her  retinue,  rcfted  atd  refrefhed  herielf,  in 
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Advantages  and  l)ifadi)antagh.^''Rj  ^ikt  a  harboofs  119* 
the  foutu  end  'df'the  parifli,  upon  the  river  Dee  and  Tarff, 
the  inhabitants  have  a   great  advantage  for  exporting  their 
grain  and  meal,  and  of  importing  mapure  in  lime  and  fea- 
iheUs.     They  in  general  have   an   early  feeid  time  anji  har^ 
veil,  from  the  dryoef*  of  the  foil.     They  have  fine  places 
for  erpfting  water-machinery.     There  b  a  paper-mill  and 
com -mill,   near   the   church,   on  the  river  Dee,  that  have 
plenty  of  water  in  the  greateft  droughts;  many  fine  fitua* 
tions   for   erefting  cotton- mills.     Their  greateil  difadvan-. 
tage  is  fcarcity  of  fuel.     The  peat  mofles  are  all  exhaufted^ 
and  the  neareft   raofs  is  6  miles  diftant,  and  is  almoft  ex- 
haufted.     Coals  from  England  and  the  weft   of  Scotland, 
from  the  heavy  duty,  are  very  dear,  and  quite  beyond  the 
reach  of  the  common  people.    The  coals  this  winter  have 
been  L.i,  12s.  the  ton  ;  and   they  are  feldoiifi  below  L.  i, 
8  s.  Sterling.   Unlefs  the  duty  is  taken  off  the  coals  by  Go- 
-Yemmeot,  both  manufa&ures  and  agriculture  will  in  the 
iflue  go  to  ruin.     The  principal  fuel  in  the  fouthern  parts 
of  this  county  is  coal ;  and  this  article  is  become  fo  high  of 
late,  that  it  rifes  to  an  enormous  expenfe,  and  is  quite  be- 
yond the  reach  of  the  poor.     It  is  the  united  wifb  of  all 
ranks,  to  have  the  duty  taken  oiF,  and  laid  upon  fome  other 
9rticl«.     Could  Miniftry  know  the  real  diftrels  for  fuel, 
whtth  .many   poor  and   {hivering  wretches   fuffer  in  thi^ 
corner,  their  humanity  would  inftantly  excite  them  to  re- 
move 

her  flight  from  the  fatal  battle  of  Langfide,  on  her  way  to  the  abbey  of 
Dundrenan,  where  (be  J  edged,  and  from  thence  eroded  the  Solwigr  Frith 
to  Cockermouth,  in  Cumberland.  From  this  event,  the  farm  has  been 
^ver  Unce  calle4  Qi}cen-s  Hill.  There  are  fomc  veftiges  of  old  encamp- 
ments; but  of  what  kiiid  is  uncertain.  In  the  moor  of  Kirkconnel,  is  % 
roonumentsil  ftone  put  upon  the  grave  of  a  martyr  of  the  name  of  Clemont^ 
who  was  fhot  at  that  fpot  in  the  perfecution  in  the  time  of  Charles  U.  I^ 
if  at  a  great  diftance  from  smy  boufe. 


pov«  a  tBXf  ivhich  ia  now  become  txvlj  opprefilve  in  this 
part  of  the  country. 

.  .      -  .    ..  i..  U  - 
Mifcellaneoui  Obfervatiotts. — In  the  lands  of  Kirkconnel 
there  is  a  fine  natural  wood,  in  a  very  thriving  condition, 
3ome  of  the  refiding  heritors  have  planted  a  gr^at . number 
of  trees  of  difierent  kinds  of  late  years.     On  the  top  of  a 
}iill  called  Xnockmuir,   i^  little   to   the  north  gf  the  kirk, 
(here  is  a  moft  beautiful  landfcape,  and  mofi  cxtenfive,  pro- 
fped.     It  is   eileemed   ttie   moft  .beautiful  in  the  fouth  of 
Scotland.  In  a  clear  and  fcrene  day,  many  perfons  of  tafle, 
and  lovers  of  nature,    flock  to  this  fpot,  to  delight  them- 
felves  with  the.  va^ed  beauties  of  <  the  fccne.     Little  fnow 
lies  here,  but   quickly  meks,  from  the  natural  warmth  of 
the  foil.— We  have  all  the  natural  wild  animals  that  are  com- 
|n6n  to  this  corner  of  the  countpy*-  All  the  migratory  birds 
appear  here  very  early  in  their  feafons,  and  fome  of  them 
continue  longer  than  in   fom*  other  parts  of  the  county.— 
There  have  been  no  remarkable  inftances   of  longevity  of 
late  years ;   but   there  are  a  number  of  perfons  who  are  a- 
bove  80  or  90  years  of  age.     Very  few  perfona  have  emi- 
grated to  America.     There  are  no  villages.     The  cotton 
manufa£hire  is  not  as  yet  introduced  here.     The  crofs- 
foads  in  the  parifh  are  in  pretty  good  repair. 
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NUMBER    XKd. 


PARISH  or  St  MQNANq]^ 

i^CoyNTT  ANP  S^NOp  OT  FiFE,   pRESBTTERT  OF  Sr 

Akbrew's^) 
B^  the  Rev.  Mr  Archiba;,!)  Gillies. 

BEroRE  die  jrear   1641$^  th«  napi^e  of  die  {larxlh  was 
^hercromhie  ',     With,  regard  to  the  Qaxne  St  Mooanqe^ 
ijt  iba^  iqii^ergQue  verj  lUUe  variation.     In  the  oldeft  wnu 

I 

*  From  which  period  it  has  improperly  acqaired  that  of  St  Monance  ; 
the  reafon  for  which,  follows  :  The  lands  of  Newark  (which  at  prefeut 
give  a  title  to  a  Lord  of  that  naiTie)  were  formerly  a  part  of  the  pariih  of 
Kilconquhar ;  the  tithes  of  which  are  itill  paid  to  the  incumbent  of 
..fl^at,  ph^rge.  But  in  the  year  1646,  when  the  Lands  of  Newark  and  Aber- 
crombie  belonged  to  two  near  relations  of  the  name  of  Sandilands,  the 
one  bearing  the  tirk  of  L  ord  Abcrcrombie,  now  extindl,  and  the  other 
Sir  lames  Sandilands  of  Newark  ;  they,  for  their  convenienqr.  ^€,  having 
prcvioufly  agreed  with  Mr  Robert  Wilkie,  then  miniiler  of  Abercrombie, 
and  a  parifh  by  itfelf,  applied  to  the  prefbytery  of  St  Andrew's,  to  have 
the  'an  ^^  of  Nevva.k  disjoined  from  Kilconquhar,  without  prejudice  to 
the  incnmbent,  and  annexed  to  Abercrombie:  Parties  being  agreed,  the 

preibytcxj 
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I  hsVb  feeii,  being  fbm^liines  called  St  Meniti,  fometiines^ 
St  Monan,  and  ih  tnoderii  times,  andt  at  pt^fent,  St  Monance. 
,  — ^As  to  the  defivaliotiy  aibidft  the  tuany  reports,  what  ta 
me  feems  moft  probable,  is,  That  it  of iginated  from  the 
hermit  who  ferved  at  the  chapel,  and  which  gave  name  to 
the  town.  And  as  it  became  the  place  of  public  worlhip^ 
for  the  parifli,  and  the  town  the  moil  populous  part  of  it, 
through  time  the  parilfa  came  to  be  called  St  Monance  a« 
lone.  For  before  the  period  of  annexation,  the  village  of 
Abercrombie  was  pretty  populous,  but  fince  has  very  much 
diminilhed.  At  prefent,  it  confiih  only  of  one  farm-houre 
and  offices,  the  houfes  of  two  other  fmall  tenants,  and  a  few 
eottages.  The  manfe  and  glebe  are  ftill  in  it.  The  parifli 
is  of  fmall  extent,  and  forms  nearly  a  parallelogram,  ex- 
tending from  the  S.  £.  where  it  is  waflied  by  the  frith  of 
Forth,  to  the  N.  W.  The  breadth  from  W.  to  E.  is  about 
a  (hort  Engliih  mile,  and  from  S.  to  N.  \\  mile.  The 
land  rifes  fuddenly  from  the  fea,  but  of  no  extraordinary 
height ;  after  which  it  is  flat,  with  a  very  gentle  and  eafy 
afcent  upwards  to  Abercrombie,  about  a  mile,  and  then  de- 
clines in  the  £ime  manner  towards  the  N.  the  furface  af- 
fording a  very  beautiful  appearance.  The  foil  in  general 
is  a  light  loamy  and  friable,  very  little  clay,  all  quite  free 
of  flonesy  and  very  fertile  an4  manageable.  The  whole  is 
arable,  excepting  a  trifle  in  a  natural  ftate,  and  which  is  ca- 
pable of  cultivation,  The  fea  coaft  is  flat  and  rocky.  The 
rocks  confift  of  free  and  lime  ftone^  and  a  great  quantity  of 

ironftone 

prelb^tery  gnrnted  their  requeft  quoad  facra.  But  tvlieifier  any  applica. 
tion  WW  afterward  made  to  the  Lords  of  plaAUtioa,  and  the  iame  con- 
firmed by  them  or  not.  does  not  appear.  After  which  th«  name  of  the 
pari(h  in  the  records  of  pre&yterj,  ftood  thus :  •  The  parilh  of  Abercrombie 
with  St  Monaucc.' — At  that  period,  the  dmrch  (or  dhapel,  as  then  called) 
of  Abercrombie  was  fv iferad  to  go  into  nmi,  and  an  old  Gothic  chapel  at 
St  Monance  (of  which  more  afterward),  became  the  place  of  public  wor- 
ship. 
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ironflone  I jing  fcattered  upon  the  furfaoe.  It  yields  a  good 
deal  of  iea-weed  for  kelp,  which  u  ufually  cut  every  t^ird 
year,  and  after  gales  of  wii^d  firom  the  N.  E.  E,  and  S.'JEi 
a  good  quantity  for  manure. 

Climatic  fJc. — The  tUmate  is  mild  and  temperate,  the 
air  dry  and  falubrious.  But  when  it  blows  from  the  £.  and 
S.  £.  it  is  {harp  and  cold,  moifl,  and  fuU  of  fait  par- 
ticles ;  for  the  land  is  much  expofed  to  the  fea  on  thefe 
quarters,  and  not  covered  with  trees  5  which  if  it  were,  the 
air  would  not  only  be  more  mild,  the  filrface  greatly  beau- 
tified, but  the  ground  more  early  in  its  productions,  which 
are  much  checked  in  the  fpring  by  the  winds  from  thefe 
points,  and  which  commonly  blow  for  a  long  time  at  that 
feafon.  Yet  upon  the  whole,  the  inhabitants  in  general  are 
very  healthy.  There  have  been  no  inftances  of  unufual 
longevity  during  the  incumbency  of  the  prefent  miniller. 
But  there  are  many  now  living  of  70,  76,  and  80  years,  and 
fome  died  a  few  years  ago,  at  the  age  of  90  and  91.  The 
fmall-poz  ufed  to  make  great  ravages  among  the  children, 
efpecially  in  the  town  of  St  Monance.  If  the  contagion 
got  in  during  the  heat  of  fummer,  when  the  air  is  much 
tainted  with  the  refufe  of  the  fiihing,  it  was  then  peculiarly 
fatal,  fweeping  off  from  20  to  30  children  at  a  time.  But 
its  deftru6tive  progrels  has  for  feveral  years  pad  been  in  fome 
degree  mitigated,  by  that  happy  invention,  inoculation  ;  and 
to  which  the  people  in  general  are  now  becoming  more  and 
more  reconciled. 

jR/«^r/.— There  are  no  rivers,  but  one  fmall  brook,  wbiohl 
bounds  the  pariih  on  the  W.  runs  S.  ihterfe£ting  part  of  the 
lands  of  Newark,  and  empties  itfelf,  between  the  church 
and  town  of  St  Monance,  into  the  frith  of  Forth.  There 
is  another  in  the  lands  of  Abercrombiey  which  boimds  the 

pariib 
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|>«rifli  mr  the  eaftTide,  rima  S.  £.  between  it  uid  the  kn^ 
t^  Balcaikte,  and  dtfembogciei  itfelf  between  the  two  Aa« 
ftruthersk  Bdth  are  in  a  mabner  dry  one  half  of  the  jeot* 
Such  ii  the  cafe  with  all  the  rivulets  in  this  part  of  the 
county,  and  whidi  is  a  great  lois  to  it,  where  there  are  fb 
many  £sa-port  towns;  there  hefaig  no  river,  of  running 
water  of'  any  confequence^  eaft  fide  of  the  river  of  Leven. 

Af«Vifi*-^There  is  abundance  of  coal  in  the  lands  of 
Ne<warkt  cooiifliag  of  ^lint^  cherry,  and  cnlm,  at  prefent 
working.  It  is  not  level  free,  but  wrought  by  a  fire-engine* 
'  likewife  one  of  the  neateft  atid  beft  contrived  fak- works 
upon  the  eoaft,  called  St  Philip's;  both  are  the  property  of 
Sir  John  Anfirutlier,  Baronets  The  coal  and  fait,  befides 
what  is  fold  rto  the  country,  are  exported  at  Pittenweem. 
In  the  lands  of  Abercrombie  there  are  £everal  feams  of 
coal,  but  as  yet  untouched,  and  which  belong  to  Sir  Robert 
Anftruther,  Baronet.  Coal  abounds  in  this  country,  both  in. 
the  coall  and  interior  parts,  and  that  neceflary  article  for 
the  comfort  of  lite  might  be  obtained  at  aa  eafy  rate.  But 
fince  of  late,  coal  working  has  become  a  trade,  by  caning 
only  a  few  at  a  time,  and  thus  monopolizing  them,  the 
price  is  kept  up  •,  and  there  is  no  other  ftiel  ufed,  or  to  be 
had  in  this  place.  This  winter  the  inhabitants  have  been 
greatly  diftrefled  for  want  of  this  article,  by  the  difficulty 
of  obtaining  it,  and  the  high  price. 

Tijbery^  \ic. — ^Formerly  there  was  a  very  plentiful  fifli- 
ing  upon  the  coaft  -here,  conlifting  of  cod,  ling,  haddock, 
rowan  or  turbot,  fluit,  &c.  and  St  Monance  ufed  to  be  one 
of  the  principal  fiih-towns  upon  the  coail.  But  within  thefe 
4  or  5  years  paft,  the  fifli  have  in  a  manner  quite  deferted 
thefe  places,  (panicularly  the  haddock)  and  none  are  now 
caught  but  a  few  cod,  rowan,  and  ikait.    Before,  fiih  of  all 

Vol.  IX.  Uu  kinds 
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kinds  were  In  great  abtindtnce,  and  at  an  eafj  nte^  btft  iiov^ 
«re  ver J  fcarce,  and  high  priced.;  not  oae  haddock  bei^ 
taken  in  a  whole  jear.  There  has  bi£en  no  fofficient  cajife 
as  yetailigned  for  this  remarkable  change*. ,  Ttke  (hoab  of 
herrings  which  ufed  \yttb  .great  certaint/  to  frequent  the 
coaily.ffanicularlj  in  the  autumnal  feafan^.aad  likewife  in 
the  fpring,  .ar.c  now  bec^aie^v^j  precarious^  ^  of  no  con- 
fequence.  This  great  decreafe  of  the  fiihing  is  a  vail  lois 
to  thiy  part  of  the  countrj* .  For  as  fifh  was  a  principal  part 
of  the  fuppcrt  of  the  inhabitants,  other  provifions  have 
greatly  advanced  in  price ;  and  as  great  quantities  of  her- 
rings, over  and  above  th^  home  contfumpt^  ^  wete  cured  and 
exported,  trade  has  fufiered  much.  Befides,  the  fiihers  are 
threatening  an  emigratioh  to'otherplaces^.ttoa^  as  jret 
onlj  one  man  and  &miljr  have  left  the  parifb  this  fpring^ 
and  gone  to  the  town- of  Ayr^  on  the  weft  coaft*^.' 

.'  .   Migraicny 

*  The  common  market  for  the  fifh  i»Kdinburgh.  Tliey  are  bought  up 
by  the  fiflicrs  of  Fifhen-ow,  who  tttend  with  their  boi$5,  purchafe  at  fea, 
and  carry  them  ofT  Formerly  the  prance  was,  that  out  of  the  fleet  of 
boats  belonging  to  the  town,  two  were  obliged  in  their  turn  to  come  in- 
to  the  h^irbour,  and  offer  market  for  two  hours,  for -the  fiipply  ■  of  the  i»> 
habitants.  Bat  that  good  regulation  being  now  ovcdooked,  the  fifhers 
have  wholly  laid  it  afide  This  has  enhanced  the  price  of  filh  here,  that 
it  is  but* little  below  the  market  at  Edinburgh,  and'tKey  are  diflficult  to 

.  be  obtkin^d.  The  lobften  are  commonly  taken  in  contraiSt  from  thl 
fiihers  by  a  Company,  and  carried  alive  in  (macks  to  ihfi  X^iid<Ai  marketk . 
and  other  places  in  England.  7'^e  boats  ufed  in  the  fiihing  confift  of  a 
larger  and  (mailer  kind ;  of  the  former  there  are  about  14,  and  of  the 
Utter  about  20.  The  fmall  are  ufed  both  in  fummcr  and  winter,  in  what 
they  term  the  white  fifhing.  Each  of  thefe  require  Upjlt  men  Ibr  the  oar^, 
and  one  fteerfinan.  With  themr  they  fiih  with  gt^at  and  fmall  lii.e,  for 
cod,  rowao,  haddock,  6*^.  and  with  nets  for  iktte.      The  larger  are  ufed 

.  only  in  the  herring  fiihing ;  and  their  complements  of  men  arc  fomc  fix, 
fome  eight,  according  to  their  fize,  with  a  ftecrfman.  But  be(ides  thefe, 
there  are  a  number  of  yawls,  with  which^  through  fummcr,  they  fi(h  with- 

the. 
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Wigratdry  Birds^  ifc. — ^There  arc  the  fwallow  and  mar- 
:tin,  the  plovct  both  green  and  gray,  the  cuckco,  and  but 
few  woodcock.     Through  the   whole  of  the  year,  the  fea  1. 

guOs,  (called  by  the  vulgar  fea   mawsj)  frequently  come  I 

lipon  land ;  but  when  they  do  fo,  it  affuredly  prognofticates 
high  winds,  with  falls  of  rain  from  the  £.  and  S.  £.  and  as 
foon  as  the  ftorm  abates,  they  return  again  to  the  frith,  their 
natural  element,  i  faw  fome'time  ago,  a  golden  crefled 
wren,  and  the  only  one  that  hath  appeared  to  me  in  this 
country.  '  Its  'fize '  was  much  about  that  of  the  cermmon 
wren,  and  nearly  the  fame  in  the  colour  of  the  body.  The 
crown  of  the  he^. was  .ornamented  with  a  circle  of  feathers 
of  a  fiery  orange,  or  golden  colour,  with  a  beautiful  bright 
fpot  of  yellow  in  the  centre.  Hares  and  partridges  abound  ; 
a  few  quaib,  and  fome  foses  and  rabbits  in  the  Hght 
groimds, 

7own  of'Se  Monance^  ijfc. — ^The  town  is  fituated  upon  a 
fpot  of  a  triangular  form  ;  one  fide  of  which  verges  upon^ 
and  is  wa(hed  by  the  frith  of  Forth,  the  other  two  fides  are 
covered  by  the  rifing  grounds.  And  as  it  enjoys  a  S.  and 
S.  E.  expofure',  it  is  defended  againft  the  cold  bleak  winds, 
from  the  N.  E.  'N.  and  N.  W.  Its  fituation  is  thereby 
mild  and  kindly  even  in  winter,  when  blowing  from  thcfe 
points  *,  but  quite  the  reverfe,  when  the  wind  blows  uyon  ' 

the  fhore.     There  is  a  harbour  belonging  to  the  town,    the 

building 

the  hand- line  for  the  tanny  cod,  (or  red  ware  cod.  as  they  call  h/)  atnon^ 
•the  rocks  andici  weed     The  hands  ufed  in  thefe,  are  ^commonly  a  man 

and  boy,  and  fometimes  only  one  man.     Of  the  number  of  hands  ufed  in 

the  fiftiing  here,  only  fuch  as  are  advanced  in  life  hold  clofe  by  it.     The  i 

young  men  engage  to  the  (hips  employed  in  the  whale  filhing ;  return 

when  the  herring  fiOring  comes  on  in  autumn ;   and,  when  that  is  over, 

kcngagethemfeives  in  voyages  in  private  Ihips,  in  different  places,  daring 

..the  winter  feafon.    By  this  means  St  Monaace  becomes  a  good  cudkry 

J(prjuqi«n*  } 
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building  of  which  is  of  no  great  confeqaence.  But  what 
merits  ob'ervation,  is  the  great  depth  of  water.  At; 
ftream  tid;^  when  full  water,  it  is  froin  18  to  ao  feet  deep 
a  the  entrance;  and  in  ordinarj  floods^  from  1310  15^ 
though  the  building  extends  but  a  verj  (hort  way  out  to 
fea.  But  though  by  tliis  depth  of  water  it  \%  capable  to 
admit  vefiels  of  burden,  yet  none  frequent  it  but  in  th« 
liimmer  feafon ;  and  then  but  very  feldom*  and  wheu 
freighted  to  the  place :  For  the  entrance  is  narrow  be- 
tween two  ridges  of  rocks,  the  bottom  ro^gb»  and  thereby 
difficult  and  dangerous. 

Divifion  and  Rent  of  Lands,  tjfr.— The  whole  of  the 
lands  of  Newark  are  inclofc4  with  hedge  and  ditdi»  except 
s^  fmali  part  by  flone  fences.  There  is  no  real  farmer,  who 
makes  farming  his  fole  bu£ine{s,  but  one,  and  his  farm  is  of 
no  great  extent.  The  remainder  is  let  off  in  fmall  parcels 
to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town.  Thefe  take  it  not  fo  much 
for  the  profit  sriling  from  farming,  as  to  enable  them  tp 
keep  their  horfes,  which,  by  their  being  employed  in  dri- 
ving of  coal,  filh,  and  otherwife.,  thereby  procure  their  own 
fupport,  and  enable  them  to  pay  the  rent.  Likewife,  a  good 
number  of  cows  are  kept,  for  the  fale  of  milk  to  the  othec 
inhabitants.  The  lands  of  Newark  contain  about  266  acres, 
and  they  are  generally  let  from  L.  2,  2  s.  up  to  L.  3  the 
acre.  The  Vftlued  rent  of  this  part  of  the  pari(h  is,L.  1207, 
13  s.  4  d.  Scots  ;  but  the  real  rent  I  cannot  afcertain.  For, 
befides  the  rent  of  land,  there  are  the  feus  in  the  town» 
tithes  upcm  the  fiihing,  &c.  Ihete  are  already  large  two 
thirds  of  the  lands  of  Abercrombie  inclofed,  and  the  people 
are  at  prefent  engaged  in  that  work,  decorating  the  inclo- 
fures  with  clumps  of  trees  here  and  there.  The  whole  ig 
done  with  hedge  and  ditch,  for  there  is  no  freeftone  in  the 
grounds,  but  what  lies  very  deep.    The  burners  are  fufE. 

cientlj 
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ciendj  convinced  of  the  advantage  of  inclpfing,  which  they 
ihowy  bjr  giving  higher  rr^nts  for  inclpCed  than  uninclofed 
grounds.  The  whale  of  the  land«  of  ^bercrombie  are  di- 
vided into  fanns,  containing  from  40  to  6Pf  So,  and  117 
acreSf  and  bi^f  a  trifle  in  finall  parcels^  The  rent 
varies,  fcune  being  13  s.  L.  i^  L.  I9IOS.  L,  1,155.  and 
fome  np  to  L.  %  the  acre.  The  whole  acres  ar^  600,  and 
upwards,  l^he  valued  rent  is  L.  i486  Scots,  bi^t  the  real 
rent  I .  canno^  determine.  The  whole  number  of  acres, 
therefore,  in  the  parifli  is  about  860,  and  the  valued  rent 
L.  2693 :  13  :  4  Scots.  There  is  a  a^i|l  in  the  lands  of 
Abercrombie,  to  which  all  the  tenants  are  thirled,  for  fucb 
grains  as  are  mealed  for  the  ufe  of  their  famiiUes,  and  pay 
n^ulture. 

Agricultttre^  He. — About  15  years  ago,  the  only  plough 
ufed  here  was  the  old  Scots  plough,  of  a  very  heavy  and 
dumfy  conilrudion*  It  was  drawn  fometimes  by  3  oxen, 
and  2  borfes  \  and  fometimes  by  4  oxen  and  i  horfe.  But 
what  is  now  generally  ufed  is  the  fmall  Engliih  plough 
with  iron  mould-board ;  and  the  Scots  plough,  of  a  (horter 
and  lighter  conftru£Kon  than  formerly  \  and  a  plough,  com* 
pofed  of  partly  Engliih  and  partly  Sco.ts,  having  an  iron  | 

mould-board   and  head.     The  Engliih  plough  makes  the 
neateil  work,  but  does  not  anfwer  in  ftony  ground  ;  where- 
as the  Scots  anfwers  all  grounds.     All  thefe  ploughs  are  ' 
now  commonlj  drawn   by  1  ilrong  hoHes  -,  except  when 
breaking  up  (Uff  land  from  grafi  that  has  been  down  for 
fome  years,  then  3  or  4  horfes  are  ufed.     One  man  both                            } 
holds  the  plough,  and  manages  the  horfes  by  a  pair  of  long                           \ 
reins,  except  when  more  than  2  horfes  are  ufed.     The  rol- 
ler is  frequently  ufed  here,  as  the  ground  is  friable,  in  the                            t 
fpring  upon   the   wheat  crop,  to  Ihut  up  the  furface,  and 
thereby  to  prevent  the  fatal  eficd  of  the  froil  at  that  feafon  ^ 

and 
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and  upon  the  fown  barley  grounds  to  prefefve  tlie  moiAure 
from  the  violent  ezhalationL  All  curved  and  broad  ridges 
are  now  done  away,  and  ike  ridges  are  made  Straight  and 
inafrow  ;  the  furface  is  by  far  more  neatly  dtefTed  thto  for-' 
merly,  and  gives  plieafure  to  the  beholder^  It  is  only  wxth« ' 
in  thefe  few  yars,  that  wheat  or  barley  were  fown  in  the 
pariih  to  any  extent ;  but  now  a  confiderable  Quantity  of 
both.  The  wheat  is  generally  fown  after '  potatoes;  &lloW» 
and  beans  or  peafe,  and  the  time  of  fowing,  from  the  middle 
df  September  even  till  the  end  of  November;  but  the 
greater  portion  in  Oftober.  Beans,  peafe,  and  oats,  from 
the  beginning  of  March  to'  the  middle  of  April.  The 
greateft  part  of  the  beans  are  in  drills',  whic  h  are  dreiTed 
with  the  hand-hoe,  and  furrowed  up  with  a  light  plough, 
conftruded  for  that  purpofe,  with  at  mould-board  on  both 
fides,  in  fiimmei.  There  ufed  to  be  a  great  quantity  of  iax- 
fced  fown  by  the  inhabitants,  who  hired  the  ground  from 
tlie  tenants.  But  of  late,  the  price  of  the  feed  and  rent  of 
land  )iave  rifen  to  fo  great  a  height,  that  but  a  fmall  quan- 
tity is  .now  fown  in  comparifon  of  what  ufed  to  be,  and  the 
return  .not  compenfating  their  expenfe.  The  time  of  fow- 
ing  is  from  the  middle  of  March  to  the  end  of  April. 
Potatoes  the  whole  of  April ;  and  bear  and  barley  from 
the  .'beginning  to  the  isnd  of  May,  among  the  latter,  grafs- 
feeds  are  fown,  and  rolled  down.  Turnips,  of  which  there 
are  now  large  fields,  are  fown  frotn  the  i^iiddle  of  June  to 
±he  middle  of  July.  The  farmers  ufe  turnip  to  fatten 
-cattle  with  for  fale,  and  which  are  bought  in  j  for  having 
little  or  no  natural  pafture,  they  raife  few  or  none.  To 
the  fame  purpofe  their  crops  of  hay  are  applied,  an4  by 
this  means  increafe  the  fulzie  for  their  grounds.  The  har- 
yeft  generally  begins  about  the  laft  week  of  Au^ft  and 
xft  of  September,  and  by  the  firft  and  fecond  week  of  Oc- 
tober the  crop  is  wholly  got  into  the  barn-yards.  Of  wheat, 
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•mi&d  in  this  jktiAk  than  what  is'i^cceflary  for  die  fiipp6rt 
of  the  inhabitanisii  Thefe  aregeiiecailj  faid  to  the  bakers 
.aniLbreiversifftbe'  towns,  upon  die'coaft  fide,  or  taperfons 
refiding  tbeve^  who  are  cotnmiififmcd  bj  fiioh,  in  .Edin- 
burgh, Leith,  and  other  places,  to  buy  up  for  them.  The 
fatt;^  Cfattle  .are  commonlj-  bought  by  the  bntehers  fron» 
Edinburgh,  Perth,  &c.  For  Fife  of .  a  long  tinie  paft  has 
beei^  £amous  for  fetted  cattle.;  Since  the  price  of  'land  has 
increafed,  the  fafiiners  fow  Jittle  i^xore  oats  than  to  ferve 
their  own  confiunpt ;  it  beiffg  a  low  priced  grain,  and,e* 
fieemed  a  fcourgiag  crop  to  the  land. '  The  difference  be- 
tween the  prices  of  grain  in  the  ma^et^  at  Edinburgh  ai|d 
this  place,  being  fpmewhat  confideraJ^  together  with  the 
eafe  of  water-cacriage  in  tuanfporting  it,  occafions  t^e  4^- 
Aland  upon  thi$  qjijarter. 

Po^»/arfo«.— The  return  ntade  t6  Dr.Wcbfter  in  the 
1775  of  the  population  of  the  pariQi'of  St  Moitance  was 
780  fouls-,  the  number  in  1790  turned  out  to  be  832, 
which  b  an  increafe  only  of  52  fince  that  period.  But  as 
there  is  no  evidence  in  the  regifters  of  any  particular  enu- 
meration being  taken  of  the  inhabitants  at  that  time,  there 
is  ground  to  fufpefi  that  it  has  been  either  fuperficially  ta- 
ken or  exaggerated,  for  the  ^  following  reafons : '  ly?^ 
Becaufe  houfes  in  the  town  of  St  Monance  have  of 
late  increafed  in  number  above  '(vhat  they  then  were, 
and  all  are  poflcflcd.  2ii  Smce"  that  period,  the 
coal-work  has  been  fet  a-going,  about  which  feveral 
houfes  have  been  raifed,  and  tlie  iklt-works  built,  in 
which  are  a  number  of  houfes  for  falters,  &c.  Both  of 
which  have  brought  a  number  of  perfons,  and  their  families 
into  the  pariih,  from  other  parts  of  the  country.  Lajlty^ 
Xhe  inhabitants  of  Abercrombie,  and  country  parts  of  ^e 
l^axifli,  are  much  the  fame  they  were  at  that  period.    From. 
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all  which,  there  is  redbn  to  fofpeA  tfiat  dw  emimerttMli 
theq  jnade  was  not  juft  y  a6d  that  b'a3.it  been  lb,  the  in* 
creafe  iiow»  above  what  the  numbdr  then  was,  moA  have 
been  much  greater.  The  birtha,  matriagea^  and  deaths^  aa 
itXkXtvzA  in  the  pariih^rcgiAer  for  7  jeara,  arein  ibllow :  - 

Tetrs.  Birthi.  MitfriJifei.  BUriAb^ 

FromOa.  a.  1783  • 

to  do.  1784,  3^  7  .  .        ^^ 

Do.  i;84todo  1785,  34  1%  '*        30 

Do.  1785  to  do.  1786,  *  4t  '3  17 

Do.  1^86  to  do.  f  78 7,  46  -6  13 

Do.  1787  to  do.  1788,  46  '7  17 

Do.  1788  to  do.  1789,  30  II  iiS 

Do.  1789  to  do.  1790,  34  6  It 

Totab,  227  52  158 

Average  nearlj,       32  7  19 

The  great  increafe  of  deaths  in  1783,  1784,  and  1784?, 
was  owing  to  the  dmall-poz  getting  into  the  town  of  St 
Monance  in  the  height  of  fummer,  when  the  air  is  tainted 
by  the  refiife  of  the,  filhing,  (as  before  obferved,)  which, 
when  it  happened,  never  failed  to  fweep  off  a  great  number 
of  children.  It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  the  great  excels  of 
births  beyond  the  deaths,  in  the  above  fpace  of  7  years,  is. 
owing  to  many  of  the  prefent  inhabitants  continumg  fiill 
to  bury  in  the  parifhes  from  whence  they  came,  and  the 
cuftom  of  paying  the  tax  upon  deaths  in  the  place  where 
the  dead  are  interred.     The  whole  pariih  belongs  to  two 

proprietors, 

«  The  reafoD  wliy  tSie  ctlculation  brgins  at  the  id  of  Oiflober.  is,  b«. 
teufe  the  tu  upaa  births,  \^c,  dii  take  place  thca,  aad  liie  rtgiltcr  cobw 
aicnccd. 
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Jjtofiictors,  Sit  Robert  Adffitithcr,  Baronet,  proprietor  of 
Abcucrottibic,  and  Sir  Jbhii  Anftruthcr,  Baronet,  of  the 
lands  of  Newark ;  but  none;  tuf  fhem  refide  in  the  pariih. 
In  the  l^ds  of  Abetcrombie,  all  the  inhabitants  are  farm* 
ei^,  and  cottagers  empbycd  bj  them  ;  except  lii  the  village 
of  Aberctdfmbie,  there*  are  i  wright,  i  foihh,  and  3  wca- 
vet*. — It  Was*  dbfeived  before,  that  the  lands  of  Newark 
were  let  in  fnlall  parcfels  to  perfons  who  refided  ih  the  town 
of  St  Monance.  Befides  thefe,  m  that  places  there  are  4 
bakeiis,  3  breWa:^,  a  fmiths,  ^^erchants,  i  Wright,  and  i 
Boat-builder ',  2  mafons,  2  fieve-makers,  2  flsdt  dreflers,  x 
(hoemakef^  5  tailors,  6  wea^evs",  and  i  gardener.  The  reft 
of  the  inhabitantsr  ate  compofed  of  fifliers  and  failors,  land- 
Iab6urefS  and  day  labourer^,'  and  fuch  as  are  employed  about 
the  coat  and  &lt  works.  An'dit'merits  obfervadon,  that 
there  ard  no  lefs  than' 12  finrrt  a^d  ale  houfes,  tlie  unhappy 
effeds  of  the  keepers  of  whkh,  by  their  craft  to  decoy,  are 
with  regret  fe^n  upon  both  tile  health  dnd  morals  of  the 
young  and  inconfiderate. 

Churbbf  SHff^di  t/r.-fc-^^What  is  at  prrfent  ufed  for  the 
church  of  thk-pairifh  i^  part  of  an  old  convent,  on  the  weft 
of  the  tbwh  df  St  Monance  v  which  is  fituated  upon  a  rock, 
advancing  into  the  frith  of  Fotth.  It  had  been  a  very 
ftatdy  and  beautiful  (3othic  pile  of  hewn  ftortc,  in  the  form 
of  a  crofi,  with  a  fquare  fteeple  in  the  centre  *.  The  walls 
of  the  fouth  and  north  branches  are  ftiU  ftanding,  but  want 

Vol.  IX.  X  X  the 

*  ThlB  chtpel  is  recorded  to  have  been  a  priory  of  the  Black-frian. 
It  was  founded  by  King  David  II.  of  Scotland,  in  the  40tb  year  of  his 
reign,  and  was  ferved  by  a  hermit.  'Rj  his  charter,  dated"  at£din- 
bragh,**  he  grants  thereto,  the  lands  of  Eafter-birney  in  Fife,  and  focne 
lands  in  the  flierifTdom  of  £dinbargh«  It  was  given  by  King  James  III. 
to  the  Black-fnars.  To  it  was  annexed  the  convent  founded  by  the 
Macduflfs  £arls  of  Fife,  at  the  foot  of  the  Caaiehill  of  Cupar  of  Fi/e.    Af- 

terward, 
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the  roof;  of  the  weft  branch  no  veftige  remains,  and  th6 
cad  branchy  with  the  fteeple,  ferves  at  prefent  for  the  place 
of  public  worflup.  This  part  of  the  building  has  a  very 
beautiful  vaulted  roof,  with  veins  jutting  out  from  the  £de« 
walls,  and  meeting  in  the  centre  of  the  roof,  where  it  is 
decorated  with  rofes,  and  other  ornaments.  Over  the  vault, 
there  is  a  flate  roof,  to  preferve  it  firom  the  weather.  The 
burden  of  upholding  this  fabric,  was  laid  bj  the  proprietor 
of  the  lands  of  Newark  upon  the  feuars  of  St  Monance^ 
when  he  let  oiflf  the  groundAp  which  the  town  ftands,  ha- 
ving the  annexation  in  v^-.  But  the  building  feems  to 
have  been  in  a  manner  totally  negleSed  bj  them.  In  the 
X772,  it  was  in  fuch  a  ruinous  ilate,  that  the  incumbent 
raifed  a  procefs  for  reparation  before  the  preibjterj,  and 
obtained  a  decree  for  that  end  againft  the  heritors.  But 
^he  feuars  were  reludant,  pretending  they  were  ngt  obliged 
to  uphold  \U  This  brought  en  a  procels  between  ihe  heri- 
tors and  them,  before  the  Lords  of  SeiCoay  ki  which  they 
were  call,  and  found  liable  to  uphold  tibe  fabric.^  During 
the  proceis,  it  received  a  partial  reparation,  but  nothing  e« 
qual  to  what  was  granted  by  prefbytery ;  and  nothing  more 
has  yet  been  done,  either  by  the  heritors^  Xq,  enforce  the 
decree  of  the  Lords  upon  the  feuars,  or  by  them,  to  teftify 
tlielr  compliance  with  it ;  and  if  they  continue  long  fo  to 
do,  this  venerable  pile  muft  fink  into  ruins.  What  a  gity 
is  it,  that  fuch  a  beautiful  monument  of  antiq^uity,  and 
which  perhaps  has  not  its  fellow  in  Scotland,  ihould  be  fuf- 
fered  to  go  to  defolation  I  The  King  is  patron  of  the  parish* 
The  manfe  was  built  in  the  lad  century,  has  undergone 
(everal  expeniive  reparations,  but  is  at  prefent  in  bad  con- 
dition* 

trrwards  both  were  annexed  by  King  James  V.  to.  the  convent  of  St  An- 
drew's, at  the  weft  port  of  the  ftreef  called  the  North-gate,  founded  by 
^XTilliam  Wifliart,  bifliop  of  that  city.*— Hiftory  of  religious  Houfes  it* 
Scotland,  by  a  prelbyter  under  Biikop  Rofs W  Edinburgh. 
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dition.  There  is  iio  fchool-houfe  in  the  parifli,  but  the  he- 
ritors allow  the  intcrcft  of  the  money  appointed  by  law, 
&r  bnilding  a  fehool  and  honfe,  to  the  matter,  to  hire  oQe. 
The  ftipend  confifls  of  96  boUs,  half  bear  and  half  oats, 
Lmlithgow  meafure,  L.  11 :  2  :  2^^  ^  money,  and  L.  3,  65. 
8  d.  in  lieu  of  vicafage-tithes.  But  of  this  laft,  the  pre- 
fent  incumbent  has  never  reali£ed  more  than  L.  2 :  19 :  2^, 
thougH  he  has  often  applied  to  the  heritors  concerning  it. 
The  amount  of  the  whole,  (taking  the  vidual  at  the  com. 
mon  converfion,)  is  L.  64 :  i  :^^  Sterling,  excluiive  of  the 
glebe,  and  which,  including  aiiible  and  grafs  grounds,  and 
what  the  manfe  and  offices  employ,  is  8  acres  7,  taiOs* 

State  of  the  Poor^  Wr.— The  fiinds  for  the  poor,  are  the 
weekly  colle£tions  at  the  church  door.  Thefc  of  late  have 
greatly  diminiihed,  owing  to  the  increafe  o^  the  different 
feds  of  Seceders  in  this  part  of  the  county,  the  Relief, 
Burghers,  and  Antiburghers,  &c.  The  teachers  and  mana- 
gers of  each  of  which  focieties,  artfully  draw  off  the  igno- 
rant and  unwary  from  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  by  this 
means  to  make  up  a  lalary  for  their  teachers  \  and  pride 
themfelves  to  have  it  not  only  equal  to,  but  above  that  of 
the  minifters  of  the  church.  They  give  no  charity  to  their 
poor ;  but  the  whole  of  what  is  colle£i:ed  at  the  door  of  their 
meeting-houfes,  and  what  arifes  from  the  rent  of  feats  is 
applied  to  tliis  purpofe.  When  any  of  their  fociety  are  un- 
fit for  labour,  by  fickne&  or  old  age,  and  reduced  in  cir- 
cumftances,  being  unable  to  pay  the  heavy  affeffments  they 
lay  upon  them,  and  ftanding  in  need  of  charity ;  finding 
they  can  reap  no  more  pecuniary  benefit  from  them,  they 
fend  them  to  the  church-feffion  for  relief.  Thus  their  prac- 
tice has  laid  the  church-fefiions  under  the  difagreeable  ne* 
ceffity  of  acquainting  them,  that  upon  thci.  leaving  the 
ishurch,  they  >irill  be  deprived  of  the  benefit  of  that  fiind. 

And 
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And  did  they  not  take  this  method*  the  whole  would  be 
Qonfumed  upon  fuch  as  contribute  nothing  to  it  ^  Befidea 
the.above,  there  afe  othon,  ii»b  sts  ie«m«n«  9im1  of  .other 
pra&dibnsy  .who. enter  into.focieties,  jmd  p^ijintp  wbM  tbey 
call  their  box,  and  publiclj.coHei^  from  dialers, .  and  4Ju>ngh 
they  attend  the  church,  give. -nothing  to  the  poor.'  Thus 
the  public  iund  is  zmuh  injuredi.  and  the  'wk^  ^(dJkdioa 
which  comes  from  a  few  tperfons,  is  but  fmaU  ;  whichs  witjh 
the  rent  of  four,  scores  of  land,.  >and  two  houfes,  cannot  be 
calculated  at  morp. than  about  L.  9  apjear.  There  noe  now 
upon  .the  .poors  lift  three  perions  .aM  tWQ  .orphans.  None 
are  allowed  tobegpubliplj.  The  panih*  however* .is  mucl^ 
infefted  with  beggars  from  towns  at  a  diftance. 

^  It  mfiy  be  pix^per  to  obCarve,  U^at  the  above  fedtaries  are  alwrajs 
rcacfy  to  break  ^he  public  peace.  A  flagrant  inftance  of  which  they 
lately  gave  in  this  corner.  By  forming  focieties,  which  ccnlided,  if  not 
wholly,  yet  moftiy  of  perfons  of  theft  feds,  for  eireultting  feditious 
pamphlets,  and  lUflTeminattng  difaffedion  to  K!ii^  a<k4  Q^verpnimit,  by 
^lefe  meetings^  and  private  converfations. 

Mifcellaneous  Ohfervathus.^^ln  the  1 78a,  the  harveft  was  very  latCj 
owing  to  the  rains  through  the  fummer,  and  heavy  falls  of  fnow  and  in- 
tenfe  froils  in  the  end  of  September,  i^nd  ^e  whole  of  Odober.  This  did 
not  only  groatly  iojure  the  crop,  b^t  n\ade>fbe  barveft  uocommonly  late 
in  this  pariih.  And  as  this  weatlier  was  iimilar  over  all  Scotland,  the 
country  was  threatened  with  a  general  fcarcity.  The  meal  quickly  rofe 
to  I  s.  3  d.  the  peck,  which  rendered  it  very  dirtreffing  to  the  poor  ;  the 
induftrious  labourer  and  artificer,  having  a  family  of  children,  being  a- 
bove  what  they  could  procure  by  their  labour.  The  fcffion,  moved  with 
compafljon,  and  fearing  the  fatal  efi*e(5ls  of  the  fc^rcity,  came  to  a  refoli^- 
tion  to  lend  their  aid  for  preferving  the  lives  of  the  inhabitants.  For  this 
purpofe,  as  oats  or  meal  were  very  diiiicult  to  be  obtained,  they  thought 
it  proper  to  have  recourfe  to  Sir  Robert  Anitnither,  Bart,  for  his  fann- 
oau  to  be  converted  into. meal,  and  to  be  Npplied  to  the  f«pport  of  the 
^ariHi;  and  figreed  to  give  him  for  every  boll  of  meal  the  price  curreot» 
^d  to  give  it  g  d.  the  peck  to  the  inhabitants  below  the  market  price. , 
Their  requeft  he'was  fo  good  and  humane  as  to  grant.  Having  thus  fe- 
curcd  meal,  &e  feffion,  to  prevent  tmpoiitions,  made  a  furvey  of  the  pa^ 
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rilh,  to  find  out  the  moft  neceflitous  families,  without  diftindlioa  of  fe^s 
ox  parties.  They  appointed  two  days  in  the  week  for  dLftribution, 
Tueiday  and  Friday ;  when  each  perfoti,  upon  receiring  a  ticket,  and 
giving  the  fame  to  the  pOrfQA  appointed  to  Uttttf^ute  the  meal,  were  to 
receive  the  quantity  therein  fpecified,  at  3  d.  the  peck  below  the  market 
price.  By  this  means,  they  not  only  had  it  at  this  eafy  rate,  but  were 
fure  of  havitig  it.  For,  at  that  time,  meal  often  could  not  be  procured  for 
money.  This  the  fefljon  continyed  to  do,  from  the  lit  of  Ficbruary  to  the 
end  of  May  1783,  when  (he/hlpping,  in  the  courfe  of  Providence,  arrive^ 
more  early  than  nfual  from  the  Baltic,  with  a  fupply  for  the  relisf  of  the 
country.  By  this  method  the  feflion  became  the  happy  inftniments  of 
fupporting  no  \ek  than  Ac>  fanpilif  Si  hefides  individuals,  aad^preftrving  th«. 
lives  of  tlieir  fellow  pariiliiopers  from  the  general  calamity. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER    XXIII. 


PARISH    OF    KILMAURS, 


(CoxmTT  OF  Ayr,  Stkoo  of  Glasgow  akd  Atr, 
Presbytert  of  Irvine.) 


B^  tie  Rev*  Mr  Alexander  Millar. 


Name  and  Extent. 

TiMEy  the  great  deftroyer  of  men  and  things,  has  blot- 
ted out  the  memory  of  thofe  circumftances  which 
firfl  gave  rife  to  the  name  by  which  this  pariih  is  now  di- 
ftiDguilhed;  and,  therefore,  as  in  moft  cafes  of  the  kind, 
conjeAure  alone  muft  fupply  the  place  of  certain  know- 
ledge. In  fome  ancient  records  of  feffion,  the  name  is 
fpelled  Kilmares^  which  appears  to  be  a  fmall  variation  of 
the  word  Marie^  and  if  fo,  it  is  probable  that  the  Kit  was 
dedicated  to  the  Mother  of  our  Lord,  or  to  fome  perfon 
of  the  family  who  endowed  it,  bearing  that  name.  But  at 
this  day,  it  is  moft  commonly  written  KUmaurs^  by  which 
fome  are  difpofed  to  think  that  the  church,  from  which 
the  pariih  has  its  deiignation,  was  originally  dedicated  to  a 
St  Maurs.    In  fopport  of  thb  derivation,  the  fubjoined  fa^ 
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has  fome  ftrength  *•    The  kngth  of  thb  pariih  from  £•  to 
W.  is  6,  and  the  greateil  breadth  from  N.  to  S.  3  miles. 

RivuletSf  ts^c, — ^A  rivulet,  which  ri£es  in  Fenwick,  and 
running  the  whole  length  of  the  pariih  from  £•  to  W. 
divides  it  nearlj  into  two  equal  parts*  This  rivulet  has 
"  fevers^l  names  giv^n  to  it,  taken  from  the  moft  remark-* 
able  places  through  which  it  pafies.  Here  it  is  known 
by  the  name  of  Kilmaurs  water.  A  little  lower  it  is  call" 
ed  Garmely  which  it  retains,  till  it  lofes  itfelf  in  the  Irvine. 
In  its  courfe,  two  miUs  belonging  to  the  pariih  are  fup- 
plied,  but  in  the  drought  of  fummer,|Kid  Jfroil.of  winter, 
it  becomes  almoil  dry ;  a  circumilance  which  deprives  this 
part  of  the  country  of  the  advantages  from  machinery,  ap- 
plied to  the  fjAnning  .of  cotton  by  water.  The  inhabitants 
of  Kilmaurs  town  might  find  in  it  a  fufficient  quantity  to 
anfwer  the  purpofes  of  bleaching  thread,  and  it  is  furpri* 
fing,  that  fome  of  them  have  not  turned  their  attention  to 
this  article.    It  produces  fome  trout  and  eel.    The  Irvine 

on 

*  A  fmall  figure  of  a  m^n,  cut  on  one  fide  of  a  done  cnbe,  and 
placed  in  a  notch  made  in  a  wall  of  the  church,  was  found  by  the  mA- 
fons  employed  in  making  repairs,  and*  which,  in  contempt  of  Poper>-, 
perhaps  had  been  plaftered  op  at  the  introdadUoa  of  Epifcopacy.  This 
figure  is  in  a  fitting  pofture,  drefled  in  a  robe  or  cailbck,  which  is  tucked 
up  before  as  far  as  the  knees,  leaving  the  legs  and  feet  naked.  The  hands 
appear  from  under  the  folds  of  the  robe,  holding  fomething  like  a  mace, 
which  is  carried  as  high  as  the  head,  reiliug  upon  the  right  breaft  and 
(houlder.  The  head  is  covered  with  a  cap  or  hood,  refcmbling  a  coro- 
net, having  jt  crefcents  in  front.  The  beard  is  long,  and  falls  in  ring- 
lets on  the  breaft.  When  the  pra^ices  of  fuperftition  and  idolatry  are 
confidered,  into  which  former  ages  had  fallen,  we  are  led  to  conclude 
that  this  can  be  nothing  elfe  but  the  image  of  the  perfon,  in  honour  of 
whom  the  church  and  parifli  have  their  name.  As  power  and  influence 
command  adulation,  fo  tliere  is  reafon  to  believe  that  this  Saint  had  been 
eminent,  when  fiich  a  tribute  of  homage  was  paid  to  him.  It  is  faid  that 
the  order  was  Ciftcrtian  ;  an  order  which  became  fo  powerful,  that  they 
goremed  almoft  all  Europe,  both  in  fpirituals  aitd  temporah. 
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on  thcS.  and  S.  W.  glides  aldyg  the  fk*ft$.of  thb  pariAf 
for  nearl J  two  miles/  Salmon^  trotit,  and  ccl;  arc  found  in 
ity  but  none  of  them  remarkable  either  for  qaantitj  or 
qttalitrj.-  There  might  be  a  cottofi' niilhefeded'arMSn- 
ton  in  our  botmds,  where  there'  is  at  pncfJmt  an-  excelleitt 
com  and  barley  miil ;  fiidicieilt  water  foR  both  may  at  all 
times-  be  here  foimd.  On  the  N;  and  N.  W.  a  bmir  fe- 
^arates  us  from  Df eghorn  •. 

•  Surface^  W^.— The  fufface  confiffi  of  large  fttt  fields, 
with  many  gentle  rSfegs'  and  declitritits*  intcrfpcffed. 
The  fnmmttsof  ^pfe  are*  covered  with  trees,'  planted  in 
circles,  which,  with  others  of  the*  feme  kind^  fprc^d  alf  o^ 
ver  Ounninghame,  -  gire  a  beautifur  ipptarance  to  the 
whole  of  this  country,  as  weH  as  profit  totfae  owners,  by 
affording"  timber  for  houfes.  The  profpeft  from  theft! 
fommits;  which  are  in  crcry  fatmj  is  ea&tenfive-  and  de- 
lightful ;  for  many  miles  alf  round;  die  whole  country  ap^ 
pears  as  one  well  ctdtinmed  garden.  Towms;  villages,  and 
gentlemen's  houfes,  meet  the  eye  on  every  quarter.  The 
hills  of  Arran,  and  the  frith  of  Clyde,  terminate  our  view 
on  the  W.  the  hills  of  Kilbimy  on  the  N.  the  high 
grounds  of  Fenwick  and  Galfton  on  the  £.  and  S.  E.  and 
fome  hilb  on  the  borders  of  Dnmfries^fliire  and  Galloway, 

make 

*  Its  name  is  Gawreer,  and  may  be  thus  derived.  Caw  is  that  flit 
or  opening  made  by  a  plough  or  fpade  in  the  (ide  of  a  pond,  Loch,  or  ftag- 
nated  water,  by  which  it  is  drained  off;  recr  may  be  a  corruption  Kni 
ruigh  or  right  which,  in  Gaelic,  fignifies  "  to  rua  or  move  quickly." 
In  tlie  fcnfe  given  of  thefe  words,  they  can  be  applied,  with  propriety^  as 
defcriptlve  of  the  peculiarities  which  diftinguifh  this  ftream.  It  is  drawn 
from  a  loch  in  tlie  parilh  of  Stewarton,  by  a  gaw,  in  which  it  runs  at 
fome  diilance,  and  then  feeks  a  courfe  for  itfelf.  Gi-wrttr^  or  rather 
Gawrigh,  exprefles  the  idea  of  a  water-courfe,  not  made  by  the  natural 
exertions  of  that  element,  but  by  the  accidental  application  of  it  to  fome 
purpofcs  of  art. 
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!tnflke  our  horizon  to  the  Si  About  20  or '30  years  ago, 
there  was  no  fuch  thing  to'  be  feen  as  trees  or  hedges  in 
this  pariih;  all  was  naked  and  opjen,  every  farm-houfe,  old, 
paltrjy  inconvenient,  and  unple^fantly  iituated;  not  a 
fingle  made  road,  either  to  kirk  or  market.  Now,  all  i^ 
completely  inclofed,  and  fubdivided  by  ditcht:s  and  thora 
hedges.  New  houfes,  on  a  regular  convenient  plan,  and 
pleafantly  fituated,  tvtxy  where  gladden  the  eye,  and  fug* 
geft  the  ideas  of  aSivity,  ncatnefs  and  weahh,  of  which 
every  liberal  minded  man  wiifaes  to  be  poflelTed,  and  de-i 
lightis  to  fee  in  the  pofleffion  of  others. 

Roads, — An  eafy  communication  is  now  opened  up  to  all 
the  market  towns,  whether  far  or  near.  From  Kilmaurs 
town,  as  a  centre,  the  following  lines  of  road  ^o  out  *,  S.  to 
Kilmarnock,  N.  N.  W.  by  Cunninghamehead  and  Perce- 
ton  to  Irvine,  E.  to.Fenwick,  where  it  joins  the  Glafgow 
road,  W.  by  Bufhby  and  Fairlie  Bridge  to  Ayr.  The 
road  from  KUmamock  |d  Irvine  runs  acrofs  this  lad  line 
at  Crofs-houfe,  and  the  road  between  Kilmarnock  and 
Stewarton  cuts  the  eaft  line  at  Shaw<  bridge,  half  a  mile 
from  Kilmaurs.  Thefe  roads  fo  divide  and  quarter  this 
pariih,  that  no  farmer  is  diftant  from  one  or  other  cf  them 
more  than  the  fourth  of  a  mile,  feverals  not  fo  much. 
The  expehfe  of  making  and  repairing  roads  here  is  de- 
frayed by  toll-duties,  together  with  a  certain  yearly  fum 
levied  from  the  tenants,  according  to  the  proportion  of 
valued  rent  which  they  hold,  and  from  each  houfeholder, 
in  terms  of  the  ftatute  •,  or  money  is  borrowed  from  indi- 
viduals, who  have  it  to  fpare,  upon  the  fecurity  of  one  or 
more  truilees,  whoCe  interefl  is  moft  promoted  by  the  roads 
in  this  or  the  other  diredion,  and  the  toll- duties,  with  the 
.other  affelTments  already  mentioned,  are  applied  to  the 
.payment  of  the  intcrefi,  and  the  gradual  extinftion  of  the 

yoi.  IX,  Y  y  original 


354  Statijlkal  Recount 

original  debt.  ScnfibU  that.^  no  prqgrefs  in  .agricultural 
Jifiprbyemeiits  can  be  made,  wit! .out  the  advantages  of 
good  and  convenunt  loadi,  th,e  gepllemen  in  cvepj  diflri^ 
of  this  coiintj  hiive  paid  an  luuvcaried  and  fuccefbful  at- 
tention to  this  objjed.  \VJ\at  an  uixd^rtajving  n^ufl  itT^avc 
been  to  travel  but  a  few  niileij  in  tliofe  dii^s,  when  no  road 
V^'is  any  where  to  be  fecn,  and  whefe  tlie  foil,  as  in  a 
ijreat  many  parts  of  this  parifli,  is  a  deep  clay,  thpujjh  in 
ipany  other  parts  it  is  a  rich  loam,  and  every  inch  arable  \ 

Climate^  efr. — The  operations  of  the  ^uibandmari  ara 
now  incomparably  more  eafy,  that  good  roads  are  brought 
to  their  doors  :  Biit  fllll  they  have  fome  inconveniences  to 
llrr.ggle  with^  which  cannot  be  remedied,  TJiey  are  fre- 
quently interriiptt-'d  by  incohHanc^  of  weather,  w^ich  o- 
bliges  tlicm  to  plough  kfs,  pr  mor?  ivntimoufly,  and  to 
reap  with  more  riik  than  they  could  wifh.  It  is  probably 
owing  to  onr  being  fituared  in  the  vicinity  of  tli^  AUaur 
tic,  and  the  high  hills  of  Arran,  that  we  have  nauch  rain, 
and  many  feverc  blafls.  To  the  famq  caufe  may  be  afcri- 
bed  the  abfence  of  froft  and  fnow,  or  the  mildne&  of  the 
one,  and  the  fliort  continuance  of  the  other  on  the  ground, 
Thcfe  N.  W.  and  S.  W,  blafls^  however  troubleforoe  in 
many  rcfpe(^s,  ferve  to  prcftrve  us  from  fogs,  which  fcl- 
dom  or  never  appear  in  our  atmofphere.  The  inhabitants 
are  generally  healthy ;  not  remarkable  for  longevity, 
though  fome  reach  from  70  to  80.  One  or  two  arp  now 
at  90.  Several  in  (lances  of  /crofula  and  confumption  have 
occurred,  but  not  fufficient  to  mark  thefe  as  the  mod  pre- 
valent difeafes.  Rheumatifm  is  the  complaint  of  many, 
cfpccially  of  thofe  who  are  on  the  decli^ie  of  life.  Sud- 
den colds  attack  the  young  and  niiddle  aged.  Fevers 
fometlmes  make  their  appearance,  and  feldpm  depart 
vithout  death  in  their  train ;  but  iheic  ar^  generally 
I  brought 
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brought  into  the  parlih  by  fervants  fron^i  great  towns, 
Whofe  parents  b'r  relatiQus  rcficle  here.  Maiijr  epidcmicai 
difeafes  might  be  wjirded  ,ofF  from  a  whole  couhtrj,  if  li- 
beral .contributions  U'ere  made  for  building  and  maintain- 
ing infirm?ines,  in  which  the  fick  and  difeafed  among  the 
poor  would  find  a  comfortable  retreat,  "and' the  neceflary 
advantages  of  medical. aid.  iJonations  for  this  purpofe 
are  the.  very  eflence  of  charity,  which  aflimilates  men  to 
the  Supreme  Being,  whofe  providential  care  extends  to  all 
his  creatures  *. 

Population, — According  to  Dr  Wcbfter's  report,  ihit 
tmmbers  were  then  J094.  At  prefent  tTiey  amount  to 
1 147.  The  inhabitants  may  be  claffed  as  refiding  in  the 
country  part  of  the  pariOi,  and  in  the  tov^n  of  Kilmaurs^ 
Of  men,  women  and.  children  in  the  country,  excepting 
farmers,  the  number  13384,  ofthefe  174  are  males,  aio 
are  females,  all  which  fall  under  the  following  denomina- 
tioAs. 


Day-labourers 

^^ 

Smiths,          -           -            3 

Millers^ 

3 

Tanner,           -            -           1 

Weavers, 

ij 

A  geniltftnan's  gardener,      i 

Mafons, 

.8 

Colliers,                  -                3 

Wrights, 

4 

Waulk-millers,'           •        1 
Men 

•  Inoculation  for  ike  fmall  pox  hath  not  yet  become  general,  owing 
to  the  prevalence  of  a  religidus  ptrrfuafion,  that  the  Diving  Goveramcnt, 
witaout  any  care  on  the  part  of  man,  will  accomplicli  whatever  is  beft 
for  him.  So  deeply  arc  the  tenets  of  thh  kind  iropreired,  tKat  all  attempts 
h)  (how  the  neccffi'ty  of  liring  thofe  raeVrts  by  which  tlic  ProTidcttcc  of 
UoJ  operates,  both  in  tempartl  and  fpiritual  cenccms,  are  houtod  and 
defpifed.  Much  have  the  Teachers  of  Religion  to  anfwer  for,  who  eft* 
bliih  faith  upon  the  ruins  of  pradlice.  The  number  of  deaths,  and  the 
difcafes  which  prove  mortal,  cannot  be  afjertaincd,  no  rcgiftcr  of  them 
having  been  kept.    Births  are  alfo  for  the  fame  rcafon  unknown. 
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Men  fervants  rcfiding  in 

mother  or  iiflers  five 

their  maflers  houfes, 

28 

with  them, 

3 

Do.  out  of  mafters  houfes 

.  Widow     living.      "With 

having  families, 

3 

friends  or  children. 

X 

One  who  lives  in  his  ma- 

Ditto in  houfes  of  their 

iler's  houfe,  but  family 

own,  having  children, 

1 

out. 

X 

Women  never  married, 

Gentleman's  fervant  mar- 

living with  friends  or 

ried, 

.   I 

by  themfelves, 

ly 

Ditto,  fervants    unmar- 

Houfe-keepers, 

% 

ried,           -          - 

% 

Antiburgher      minifier, 

Chaife-driver, 

X 

married, 

X 

Female-fervants, 

46. 

Antiburgher  ftudent, 

I 

Gentlemen  married, 

a 

Eftabliflied  minifter. 

I 

Ditto  unmarried,  whole 

Kirk-oiEcer^ 

X 

Hu(bandS  between 

Wives  between 

3o  and  30y 

8 

20  and  30, 

12 

30  and  40, 

II 

30  and  40, 

20 

40  and  50, 

ij 

40  and  5c, 

14 

JO  and  60, 

x8 

50  and  60,. 

8 

60  and  70, 

9 

60  and  70, 

4 

70  and  80, 

z 

70  and  80, 

2 

80  and  90,. 

I- 

80  and  90, 

X 

61 

6x 

Male  children  between 

Female  children  between' 

1  and    5, 

^4 

I  and    5, 

24 

5  and  lOy 

17 

5  and  10, 

22 

%o  and  15, 

20 

10  and  15, 

14 

6t 


60 


Males 
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Males  unauwricd  between 

Females  unmarried  between 

I  j  and  2O9 

- 

13 

15  and  2O9         -          24 

ao  and  30, 

•   - 

23 

20  and  30,         -        35 

30  and  4O1 

\" 

9 

30  and  40,          -         13 

40  and  50, 

- 

3 

40  and  50,         .           3 

50  and  60 f 

- 

2 

50  and  60y         «           7 

60  and  7O9 

■> 

2 

60  and  70,          -           7 

70  and  80, 

- 

X 

70  and  8o^        '-           0 

5a  89 

No  man  who  can  work  is  at  anj  lofs  to  provide  comfort- 
ably for  himfelf  and  familj,  becaufe  the  price  of  labour  is 
now  a  great  deal  more  than  it  wjis  fome  years  ago,  b  in- 
creafed  fince  laft  year,  and  incr^fing  (till,  while  that  of 
meal,  the  chief  article  of  living,  is  nearly,  at  an  average^ 
the  fame  it  was  20  or  30  years  ago  *. 

Befides 

*  The  encoangement  gtTen  to  meir,  tromca,  and  cbildren,  by  riiaou- 
I^Auren,  hath  drawn  fo  many  people  from  the  country  to  them,  that  the 
few  remaioing^  avail  themfelves< of  the  fcarcity  of  hands,  for  obtaining  an 
augmentation  of  wages.     A  labourer,  in  fummer.,  earns  a-day,  accord- 
ing to  his  ability  for  work,  his  known  diligence  and  difpatch  in  working, 
fh>m  I  s.  2  d.  to  I  s.  4  d.  and  x  s.  6  d. ;  from  the  nth  of  November  to  the 
s«th  of  February,  1  s.  or  i  s.  a  d. ;  in  autumn,  thofe  who  are  engaged 
fir  the  whole  harveft,  whether  men  or  women,  receive  from  L..i,  5  s.  to 
L.  I,  10  s.  with  their  visuals ;  thofe  hired  by  the  day,  during  that  fea- 
fon,  I  s.  6  d. ;  of  late  more  has  been  given,,  and  their  diet  alfo  fumilhed. 
Hay-cutters,  if  paid  >y  the  day,  receive  from  is  6d.  to  i  s.  S  d  ;  if  by 
the  acre,  from   i  s.  6  d.  to  i  s.  8  d.  fometimes  1  s.  6  d.  according  to  the 
eafe  or  difficulty  which  evidently  attends  the  work  to  be  performed.  The 
wages  of  a  carpenter,  the  day,  are  i  s.  6  d. :  of  a  mafon,  i  s.  8*  d*. ;  'both  of 
late  2  8.     Of  a  uilor.  Is.;  but  a  dedud^ion  of  4  d.  is  always  made  from 
the  above,  when  the  employer  fumiihes  provifions.    Many  kinds  of  work 
are  contra^ed  for  by  the  piece,  and  <  are  is  taken  by  the  worker,  that  no 
CBgagement  of  this  fort  fhall  afford  lets  to  him,  upon  the  whole,  than 
fome,  if  not  the  higbelib,  of  the  above  mentioned  wages,  the  day.    Every 
tradefinan  eftimates  his  work,  one  day  with  another,  at  i  s.  6  d.  and  2 1. 

Mcft 
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The  ordinary  and  moft  prodiiAive  crops  are  oats,  a  little 
barley  or  bear,  and  but  a  little  olf  thefe  is  cultivated,  being 
found  not  to  anfwer  the  Ibil  and  climate.  Early  oats  are 
much  in  ufe«  and  thrive  well  where  the  land  is  rich.  Beans 
and  peafe  are  fown  in  fmall  quantities,  and  wheat  in  a  flill 
fmaller  proportion.  Potatoes  and  flax  are  raifed  only  for' 
private  ufe,  and  turnips  never  fown  as  a  crop.  The  return 
of  oats  is  from  5  to  10  bolls  of  8  Wincheiler  biifliels  the 
acre,  which,  for  the  moft  part,  renders  in  meal  about  18  or 
19  pecks  from  the  boll,  each  peck,  weighing  8  lb.  Of 
bear  the  produce  is  from  4  to  8  bolls  the  acre  ;  barley  ra^ 
ther  lefs.  Befides  ferving  the  inhabitants,  a  very  confi- 
derable  quantity  of  oats  and  oat- meal  is  carried  to  the  ad- 
jacent towns;  and  exported  to  tS^lafgow  and  Paifley,  where 
the  oats  are  fold  for  19  s.  or  ao  s.  the  boll,  oat-meal  at  17  ff. 
4  d.  17  s.  5  d.  each  boll  weighing  8  (lone,  barley  at  L.  l» 
6  s.  bear  at  L.  i,  4  s.  beans  and   peafe  at  4  s.  the  bufii- 

Farmers  in  times  that  are  now  paft  were  allowed  to 
choofe  for  themfelves  what  kind  and  what  portion  of  land 
they  would  lay  under  fome  of  thefe  crops  •,  for  it  was  only 
fome  that  they  could  raife,  daring  which  time  they  could 
not  produce  plenty,  confequently  paid  a  very  fmall  rent. 
They  neither  knew  the  full  force  of  lime,  nor  had  it  in 
their  power,  for  want  of  roads,  to  apply  it.  In  the  early 
dawning  of  agricultural  knowledge,  they  w«re  taught  to 
con  line  themfelves  to  .croft  and  outfield;  the  former  was 
ploughed  3  and  reded  one  year  \  and  when  laid  down  for 

.this 

♦  The  feed  time  for  oats  commences  the  xft  of  April,  and  ends  in  the 
be^iniv.tg  of  ^Uy;  potatoes  are  planted  about  the  fame  time  ;  beans  and 
peafe  arc  fown  rather  easier;  barley,  fnvn  the  iftof  May  to  the  1  ft  of  June; 
fpr;!.-^  v'i.at  in  March,  and  that  for  winter  in  September  or  Odlober,  but 
of  thtfe  we  have  vf  ry  little.  The  time  of  reaping  is  from  the  xft  of  Sep- 
tember to  th^  middle  of  O^ober. 
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this  fliprt  reft,  it  got  ;i  little  drcfling,  with  what  dung  could 
be  fpared  from  garden  and  potatoes.     The  outfield  lay  in 
grafs  fo  many  years,  and  was  ploughed  fo  many  as  was  a- 
greed  upon,  without  any  manure  whatever,  during  which 
time  there  Were  bad  crops,  and  as  bad  pafiure ;  therefore 
poor  tenants,  and  fmall  ill  paid  rents.     When  fuch  leafes 
came  to  an  end,  and  when  the  land  was  completely  inclofed, 
the  diftinflion  of  outfield  and  infield  was  taken  away«  and 
a  method  of  farming,  very  fimple,  yet  well  adapted  to  the 
nature  of  the  foil,  was  introduced,  particularly  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  Lord  Eglin ton's  eflate.     The  great  objeft  was 
to  lift  the  land  for  tillage,  and  to  lay  it  down  again  in  good 
heart.     Reft  and  Ume  were  fufiiicient  for  the  firft,  and  a  re- 
ftridion  in  ploughing,  with  the  application  of  dung  to  the 
laft  or  two  laft  crops  in  that  reftridion  for  the  latter.     To 
promote  thefe  ends  effedually  3   divifions  were  made  of 
each  farm,   1   of  which  was  limed  at  the  proprietor's  ex- 
penfe  with  the  quantity  of   ico  or   150   bolls  the  acre, 
which  is  burnt  by  the  farmers  the mfelves,  and  fpread  upoa 
the  field  to  be  ploughed,  fometimes  12  months,  and  fome- 
times  only  2  before  tilling.     This  one  divifion  and  no  more 
is  allowed  at  a  time  to  be  in  tillage.     The  other  2  remain 
under  grafs.     After  ploughing  the  one  divifion  mentioned 
for  3  years  fucceflively,  it  was  committed   to  reft  on  the 
laft  of  thefe,  with  grais-feeds  fown  among  thoie  for  the  3d 
crop.  Then  another  divifion,  limed  at  the  tenant's  expenfe, 
was  broken  up,  and  fo  in  rotation.     The  tenant  is  always 
permitted  to  cut  the  grals  for  the  ift  year  of  that  divifion 
which  was  laft  laid  down.     This  method  is  ftill  in  pradice  ; 
but  where  the  farm  is  large,  another  mode  has  been  adopt- 
ed;  4  divifions  are   preferred  to  3  ;  and  each  divifion  is 
ploughed   3   years,    then  refts  9  ;  or  2  grain  crops  are  ta- 
ken from  it,  and  then  is  turned  into  pafture,  in  which  ftate 
Vol..  IX.  Zz  it 
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;t  continues  for  6  years  *. — The  rent  a-acre  has  been  a^ 
low  as  4s.  or  5  s.  Then  the  tenants  were  poorer  than  now, 
when  it,  upon  an  average,  is  fo  high  as  L.  i,  2s.  or  L.  i,  3s, 
Where  leafes  have  been  granted  within  thefe  5  years  paft, 
tfte  rent  is  from  L.  i,  los.  to^  L.  i,  iis.  In  a  particular 
farm  74  acres  of  paflure  land  was  let  about  a  month  ago, 
for  2  years  after  Whitfunday  1794,  at  L.  124  Sterling,  and 
a  number  of  acres  in  the  fame  farm,  for  ploughing,  3  years, 
at  L.  5  and  L.  j,  lod.  the  acre;  nor  is  there  reafon  for 
complaints,  for  that  land  yielded,  on  each  acre,  10  or  12 
bolls  of  com  ;'yet  this  very  land,  between  20  and  30  years 
ago,  was  rented  fo  low  as  4  s.  or  5  s.  an  acre,  and  after  all 
the  tenant  went  a  bankrupt  out  of  it.  Little  reafon,  then, 
have  pur  farmers  to  upbraid  thofe  gentlemei)  who  have  rai- 
fed  their  rents^  feeing  they  have  alfo  taught  them  how  to 
acquire  even  more  than  thefe  rents.  There  have  been,  and 
there  will  always  be  foroe  men  in  fociety,  to  (lupid  as  not 
to  be  fenfible  of  their  own  intereft,  or  fo  wicked  as  not 
to  be  grateful  when  it  is  promoted  ;  but  the  good  and  wife 
will  be  open  to  conviftion,  ready  to  fubmit  to  inftruftion, 
and  to  be  governed  by  the  judgment  of  others,  whofe 
3  knowledge 

*  Some  attribute  the  introdudlion  of  this  laft  mode  to  Mr  Fairlie  of 
Fairlie,  in  the  management  of  his  own  and  the  Earl  of  EgUntoa*s  eftates. 
Some  fay  the  alteration  originated  from  Mr  Snodgrafs  of  Cuningham- 
head ;  others  affirm,  that  Mr  Ilalfton,  fa<flor  for  Lord  Eglinton,  is  the 
author  of  it,  and  that  he  fir^  praclifed  it  in  the  culture  of  a  large  farm 
which  he  puiVcflcs.  Any,  nay  all  of  thefe  gentlemen,  are  well  qualified 
for  makins^  iifc/ul  and  important  difcovcries  in  the  province  of  agricul- 
ture. Whoever  of  them  has  the  merit  of  this,  it  is  abundantly  evident, 
that  the  land  by  it  muftbe  ItiH  preferred  in  ftrength  and  vigour,  efpecially 
when  this  circumftance  is  confidered,  that  the  tenants  are  ftridlly  prohibi- 
s^  ted  from  la>in^  dung  upon  ley,  and  bound  to  apply  it  pnly  to  the  divi- 

fion  immediately  in  tillage.  In  every  tack  granted  by  the  leafes  of  Lord 
Eglinton's  lands,  the  prccife  method  of  huibandry  is  defcribedf  and  a 
ftridt  regard  to  it  fecured  by  an  high  penalty  in  cafe  of  forfeiture, 
which  in  every  infiance  has  been  demanded,  and  hovtrcver  rciudlantlj^k 
paid. 
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knowledge  is  better  cultivated,  and  whofe  obfervation  is 
more  accurate  and  eztenfive  than  their  own  ;  of  thefe  laft  it 
is  hoped  there  are  not  a  few  in  the  parifli  of  Kilmaurs.  Indu- 
llry  in  an  j  undertaking  is,  for  the  moft  part,  abundantly  re- 
warded :  "  The  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich  j"  and  in- 
duftry,  recommended  by  thofe  whofe  rank  fets  them  above 
the  common  level  of  life*  cannot  fail  of  gaining  attention , 
which  is  the  firft  ftep  towards  a  conformity  of  a£Uon.  Such 
examples  are  in  the  eye  of  the  farmers  of  Kilmaurs.  Se- 
veral gentlemen  occupy  their  own-  eftates,  or  at  leaft  in 
part,  on  which  they  pradife  the  moft  approved  methods  of 
hufbandry,  and  add  to  them  the  difcoveries  of  their  own  ex- 
periments*.    The  contents  of  the  parilb  in  acres,  and  the 

amoudt 

*  Captain  Cuninghame  of  Thornton,  who,  though  ftitl  a  young  man, 
and  when  dill  much  younger,  was  bred  up  to  a  military  life,  in  which, 
the  lefs  that  is  thought  of  mother  earth  the  better,  has,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years,  by  unwearied  application,  atuined  a  very  uncommon  drgree  of 
knowledge,  both  in  the  theory  and  pradtice  of  agriculture,  as  is  evident 
from  the  prefent  (late  of  his  lands,  qompared  with  that  in  which  he  found 
them,  and  the  eafe  and  affluence  of  his  prefent  circumftances,  wliich,  in  a 
great  meafure,  is  owing  to  his  own  careful  management.  Such  an  eX)- 
ample  of  indultry  followed  by  fucceis,  affords  an  excellent  leiron,  and  it 
would  be  injuftice  to  the  publice  to  with-hoiJ  it. —  Vlr  John  Morricc, 
who  having  followed  a  feafaring  iife^  in  wliich,  by  knowing  when  to  lay 
hold  of  the  opportunities  that  Providence  puts  in  every  man^  povvcr  one 
time  or  other,  of  bettering  his  condition,  made  an  handlome  f  )rtune,  uith 
which  he  retired,  and  purchafed  the  eftate  of  Craig  in  this  pariHi.  His 
fixll  operation  there  was  that  of  repairing  the  manfion-houie  and  ofEccs ; 
but  before  tbcfe  were  finilhed,  the  hoafe,  either  by  accident  or  dedgn, 
was  fet  on  fire  and  confu.ned.  Report  fays,  that  a  fervant,  in  abfencc  of 
his  mailer,  having  found  acceis  to  the  cellar,  or  place  where  the  Liquuri 
were  kept,  embesezied  them  fo  much,  that  becoming  afraid  of  a  dctc(^lic)n 
at  his  mafler's  return,  took  this  horrid  method  of  concealing  his  crime. 
Be  this  true  or  falfe,  the  very  furmife  (hould  make  all  fervants  bewaic  of 
inj'^lging  any  one  evil,  however  trivial  it  may  appear ;  becaufc  one 
wicked  deed  leads  on  to  another,  till  at  lait  all  f(  nfe  of  cnaradcr  is  lolt, 
«Dd  li£e  itfelf  ialls  in  the  iflue  a  vi^im  to  depraved  appetites.    On  the  o- 

lUr 
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amount  of  real  rent,  are  fecrets  which  the  publjc,  it  19^ 
thought,  (hould  not  pry  into.  Be  it  fo,  ne  futor  ultra  ere- 
pidam  ;  but  there  can  be  no  harm,  furel j,  in  figuring  it  a- 
way.     If  then  it  be  true,  that  the  real  rent  comes  nearly, 

in 

ther  hand,  too  much  caution  cannot  be  ufcd  in  keeping  temptation  at  s. 
diftance  from  that  clals  of  people  whofe  minds  ore  feldom,  at  the  proper* 
age,  tutored  to  the  love  of  virtue.  Mr  Morrice,  though  he  no  doubt  fuf- 
fered  a  great  lofs  in  this  event,  did  immediately  begin  the  building  of 
another  houfe,  the  plan  and  Htu^tion  of  which  he  entirely  made  new; 
but  had  not  the  pleafure  of  feeing  it  fiiUy  completed,  before  death  re- 
moved him  to  a  better  habitation.  The  charadler  wbich  he  left  behind 
him,  is  that  of  an  honeft,  fenfible  and  benevolent  man.  Mr  Robert  Mor- 
rice,  his  only  brother,  fucceeded  to  the  whole  of  his  landed  eftate,  antf 
the  greate((  part  of  his  money.  This  gentleman,  for  feveral  years,  was 
engaged  in  the  affairs  of  trade  and  commerce  at  Glafgow ;  from  which, 
with  an  excellent  charadler,  he  hath  drawn  confiderable  gains ;  thefe  add- 
ed to  his  inheritance,  are  more  than  fufficicnt  for  all  the  purpofes  of 
genteel  living,  which  he  enjoys  in  eafe  and  elegance,  to  the  great  plea- 
fure of  all  who  know  him,  being  endeared  to  them  by  his  amiable  man- 
ners, integrity,  candour,  humanity,  benevolence,  and  the  warmeft  friend- 
Ihip.  His  early  engagements  in  bufinefs  eftranged  him  to  the  affairs  of 
the  country;  but  his  habits  of  application,  and  aptnefs  to  learn,  have  qua- 
lified him  for  dii^ed^ing  the  cultivation  of  his  own  e/tate,  and  for  contri- 
buting his  example  to  the  benefit  of  thofe  w^ho  need  to  be  guided  by  the 
good  condu(5l  of  them,  whofe  advantages  of  education  and  improvement! 
are  fuch  as  do  not  fall  to  the  lot  of  the  many.  He  has  finifhed  and  fitted 
up  in  an  elegant  manner  the  houfe  which  his  brother  had  begun,  dreflcd 
the  land  about  it  in  good  tafte,  made  a  pleafant  approach,  feveral  gravel 
walks,  with  other  ornaments,'  added  fome  conveniencies  to  the  offices^  ' 
and  drained  fome  fields  that  were  fpouty  and  four.  The  houfe  of  Craig  is 
delightfully  fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Irvine,  which,  after  falling  in 
a  beautiful  cafcade,  from  a  mill-dam  on  the  fouth  of  the  garden,  appears 
again  under  the  windows,  in  a  furface  fmooth  as  glafs.  The  Frith  of 
Clyde,  the  Rock  of  Ailfa,  and  the  Hills  of  Arrah,  terminate  the  view  on 
another  quarter. 

In  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  this  charming  lite  on  the'K.  £. 
is  Canncl-bank,  the  property  of  Mr  John  Cuninghame,  to  whote  this  ae- 
connt  is  indebted  for  fome  hints  of  information.  His  houfe  flands  on  the 
bank  of  the  Carmel,  from  which  circumftance  it  has  its  prefent  naine; 

formerly 
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Sfi  Sterling  to  the  valiied  rent  in  Scots  money,  the  real  rent 
may  be  cftimated  at  nearly  L.  5000,  the  valued  rent  being 
L.  5305.  Suppofe  the  real  rent  to  be  L.  5000,  that  divi- 
ded by  an  average  rent  the  acre  of  23  s.  will  produce  a 

quotient 

formerly  it  was  called  the  Mote.  There  is  a  tumulus  ftjil  remaining, 
near  the  Carmcl-bank,  which  is  certainly  that  Mote  ;  whether  it  fer- 
ved  in  days  of  old  as  a  fandluary,  aa  obfcrvatory  for  communicating 
alarm,  or  was  a  place  where  courts  of  juftice  were  held,  no  intelligence 
can  now  be  had.  The  fofle,  by  which  it  had  been  rnrroonded,  is  fl-ill  di- 
ftHigtiiniable,  but  no  vcftif es  of  building  appear.  Mr  Cuninghfmc's  Uods^ 
'  of  Mote  or  Carmel-bank  are  in  excellent  ordvr,  and  difcover  tl»e  trie 
fpirit  of  agriculture  in  the  proprietor.  The  friends  of  improvements  have 
reafon  to  wifli  that  his  territorial  fubjccft  were  more  extcnfive.  Befides 
the  example  he  affords  of  good  management,  he  is  likewife  v»ry  uCeAit 
to  fociety,  by  prerenting  law-fuits  among  the  peafantry,  to  whom  he  cea. 
dily  communicates  his  bed  advice;  and  which  they  receive  with  confi- 
dence,  bccaufe  he  for  fome  years  made  law  his  rtudy. 

fiufby-caftle  (lands  a  little  beyond  the  laft  mentioned  placf,  isnowim- 
foofed  and  falling  into  ruins.  A  family  of  Barklayspoflefled  it  long.  The  late 
Lord  Glencaim  fold  it,  with  the  lands  belonging  to  it,  to  Mils  Scott. 
Coal  was  wrought  in  thele  lands,  and  may  ftill  be  had  at  no  great  cx< 
peaie.  Concerning  the  Barklays  of  Bu(by,  it  is  faid,  they  hud  f6mcho\v 
incumbered  the  eftate  fo  much  that  they  were  obliged  to  wadfet  a  great 
part  of  it.  One  of  them,  among  the  laft  heirs,  being  in  fuch  a  ftraitened 
condition  that  he  could  not  find  as  much  money  as  would  boy  a  new 
coat,  made  oflfer  to  renew  a  wadfet  which  was  about  to  expire,  and 
which  had  evcfy  appearance  of  giving  the  perfon  to  whom  the  former 
one  had  been  granted,  all  poflible  chance  of  becoming  the  real  proprietor, 
if  he  would  fumifli— Barklay  with  money  to  buy  a  coat.  Bnt  the 
man  imagined,  that  lince  the  laird  was  become  fo  poor,  there  was  no  rev 
fon  to  believe  that  he  could  prevent  the  term  of  redemption  from  expiring. 
He  was  grievoufly  miftaken,  for  Mr  Barklay  not  only  found  from  another 
qiurter  a  new  coat,  but  alfo  as  much  money  as  redeemed  tlic  wadfet. 

Mr  William  Ralfton,  fa<5lor  to  the  £arl  of  £glinton,  lives  in  this  parilh, 
and  poilefles  a  large  farm.  His  attention  to,  and  difpatch  in  bufinefs,  is 
ivpcrior  to  that  of  moft  men.  The  intereft  of  an  employer  was  ncvec 
better  ferved  than  I«rd  £giintoa*s  is  by  him ;  and  with  fuch  eafe  does  he 
manage  his  own  afiiurs«  that  one  would  imagine  he  has  none  to  manage ; 
•yet  it  if  this  ge&tlemao  who  fubfets  at  L.  5  the  acre,  the  arable  iand  of  his 

farm 
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quotient  of  439i?ft-  acres ;  the  3d  of  which  being  in  tillage, 
leaves  2928  of  pafture.     Two  acres  to  each  cow,  makes 
them  in  number  1464.     The  butter  and  cheefe  from  each 
cow  is  valued  at  L.  4  a-ycar.     The  value  then  of  the  paf^ 
ture  land  in  the  parifli,  bj  this  calculation,  is  L.  5856,  be- 
fides  profits  upon  young  cattle,  and  fwine  fed  upon  the  whey. 
1463  acres,  which  is  i-3d  of  4391,  producing  7  bolls  the 
acre,  will  yield  10,241  bolls  of  oats,  vyhich,  at  is.  the  peck, 
come«  to   L.  8192,  1 6s.  added  to  L.  5856,  is  L.  14,048, 
from  which,  if  the  grofe  rent,   the   expenfe   of  feed,    ma- 
nure,  labour,  the  intereft  of  flock,  tear  and  wear  of  utcnfils, 
&c.  &c.  be  deduced,  there  will  remain  a  fum  equal  at  leafi: 
to  the  rent ;  and  it  is  evident,  that  the  intention  of  proprie- 
tors is  to  allow  their  tenants  to^ake  one  good  rent  for  the 
ufc  of  the  foil,  one  for  defraying  the  expenfe  of  labour,  &c, 
and  otit  for  the  maintenance  of  their  families,  &c.     While 
this  is   the  cafe,  mafter  and  tenant  have  reafon  to  be  plea- 
fed  with  one  another.     It  is  not  affirmed  that  the  above 
flatement  is  exa&ly  the  truth.     It  cannot,^  however,  be  far 
from  it ;  and  it  ferves  to  eftabliih  this  faA,  that  while  pro- 
prietors wifli  to  have  a  rcafonable  rent  for  their  lands,  they 
wifli   alfo  to  avoid  oppreffion  towards  their  tenants.     At 
prefent  the   value  of  land  is  greatly  on  the  increafe,  and 
the  reafon  is,  that  every  thing  it  produces  is  alfo  increafed 
in  value.     Butter  is  here  fold  for  11  d.  the  lb.;   cheefe   for 
7  s.  tlie  (lone.    This  lafl  article  is   of  that  kind  which  is 

called 


farm,  and  the  pafture  at  L.  I  :  14  :  10.  Under  the  influence  of  fuch  gen- 
tlemen, agriculture  muft  flourilh.  But  as  men  are  apt  to  orerlook  that 
which  is  familiar  to  their  fight  and  conftantly  within  their  reach,  it  is  ne- 
cefTary  to  call  in  the  attention,  and  to  fix  it  on  thofe  objedls  where  it  may 
find  ufeful  inftrudlion.  With  this  view  fo  much  has  been  written  of  pani- 
cular  perfons,  that  when  Sir  John  Sinclair's  publication  ihall  be  comple- 
ted, and  of  which  it  is  intended  we  fliall  all  be  poflefled,  the  a^bial  far- 
mers among  us  may  read  in  it  what  would  otherwife  too  much  efciipe- 
them. 
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^Iled  Danlop,  or  fweet-milk  cheefe,  though  the  mode  of 
making  it  was  firfi  introduced  into  Dunlop  parifli,  and  from 
thence  communicated  gradually  to  the  whole  of  Cunning- 
ham, jet  now  it  is  made  in  as  much  perf|^£tion  here  as 
there  \  great  quantities  of  it  are  carried  frpm  this  to  the 
adjacent  towns,  and  particularly  to  the  market  of  Paifley 
andGlafgow*. 

Town  of  Kilmaurs. — It  was  ereAed  into  a  burgh  of  ba- 
rony by  James  V.  at  the  inftance  of  Cuthbert  Earl  of 
Glencairn,  and  William,  his  fon,  Lord  Kilmaurs.  That 
noble^  family  then  refided  in  this  pariih,  where  they  had  a 
houfe,  fome  Imall  ruins  of  which  yet  remain  on  the  farm, 
which  is  called  Jock's  thorn,  near  to  the  road  leading  from 
Stewarton  to  Kilmarnock,  and  the  houfe  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Place^  was  poflefled  by  them,  where  the  late 
Chancellor  had  laid  the  foundation  of  a  very  extenfive  build- 
ing, and  executed  part  of  it ;  but  from  embarraffmcnts  of  for- 
tune, from  which  he  expedled  to  be  relieved  by  Govern- 
ment, in  whofe  fervice,  it  is  faid,  he  incurred  then),  was 
obUged  to  give  up  the  plan  f .     By  a  charter,  written  ift 

Latin, 

♦  The  price  of  a  good  hen  b  I  s.  8  d.  or  i  s.  Sizpetice,  8  d.  and  fome* 
times  9  d.  is  given  for  a  dozen  of  eggs.  Every  thing  is  rifen  in  propor* 
tion,  and  all  owing  to  the  number  of  confumers  employed  in  great  manu- 
fa<5lures,  where  their  earnings  can  afford  the  ufe  of  the  bell  vivcn.  The 
labours  of  every  man's  hand  are  now  abundantly  rewarded.  But  he  who 
is  confined  to  a  fixed  pecuniary  income,  muft  attend  ftri^ly  to  the  rule  oC 
three ;  and  unlefs  his  given  number  be  confiderable,  his  proportion  will 
be  fmall  indeed. 

f  This  for  a  time  was  the  manfion-houfe  of  the  late  T  ady  Eglintoa. 
Captain  Ralfton  now  lives  in  it,  a  gentleman  who  went  to  the  Eaft  Indies 
with  Colonel  Fullerton,  or  in  the  Seafo]th*8  regiment,  and  returned,  af« 
ter  eight  yeafs  ^bfence,  with  a  bandibme  fortune.  The  eftate  of  War^ 
Wsckhill  now  belongs  to  him. 
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Latin,  and  figncd  bj  the  faid  Cuthbert  Earl  of  Gkncairn, 
and  his  fon,  {^ord  Kilmaurs,  at  Glafgow,  15th  November 
1577,  it  appears,  that  the  five-pound  land  of  Kilmaurs,  con- 
fining of  340  acres,  was  difponed  to  40  different  pcrfons 
in  feu- farm  and  free  burgage,  and  to  be  held  in  equal  pro- 
portieDs  by  thepi,  their  heirs  and  fucceffors,  upon  the 
yearly  payment  of  80  merks  of  the  ufual  money  of  the 
kingdom,  that  is,  2  merks  for  each  40th  part  •.  It  is  ob- 
vious, 

♦  The  moft  Temarkahlc  claufcs  of  this  charter  are  the  following ; 
"  Holding  and  having  all  and  whole  the  five  po and  lands  of  the  village 
of  Kilmaurs,  with  thftir  pertinents,  from  us  and  onr  fucccHors,  Earls  of 
Gienraim  and  Lords.  Barons  of  K.ilmaHrs,  in  free  farm  and  heritage,  and 
Upee  blunge  in  bar9ny  f»r  ever,  by  all  the  old  rightrous  marches  and  di- 
T^ons  thereof,  as  they  lay  in  length*  breadth,  in  planes,  hills,  marihes« 
high  ro9.ds  and  foot-paths,  water-lakes,  rivulets,  meadows,  pasture  and  pa- 
(lure-lands,  huntings,  hawkings,  filhinjjs,  peats  and  turf,  m*^**!*:^  and  molH 
ttbm^^  coalfefil  coliit-heughs,  orchaods,  gardens,  frui*-  trees,  hout'cs  and 
tndldingt,  kiln^j  baktf-houiies,  cuani^igs  and  cunoingaries,  pigeons  and 
pigcoQ-hvuleSy  qnarries  and  limeftqne.  fmiddie^,  brcveri^s  and  n^alting, 
broom-wood,  and  groves  and  flirubs,  heights  and  hollows,  arable  and  uii- 
arable  land,  with  courts  of  jnftice,  anJ  their  profit',  amerciaments  anil 
«fcltest3,  and  with  colnmon  pafture,  and  free  ifh  and  entry,  mills.  muU 
euro,  and  fequels  thereof,  and  with  all  and  Aindry  liberties  an!  com.no-  • 
dities,  profits,  eafements,  and  righteous  pertinents  thereof  whatoevcr, 
jts  wq|l  not  pamed  as  oamed^  as  well  under  as  above  the  earth,  (at  i  r 
nejir.  Moreover,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccciTors,  exonerate,  amir,  inhi- 
hit,  and  by  the  tenor  of  thefe  prefents,  difclaim  from  us  all  ufe  of  huyi-ig 
4>r  felling,  of  brewing  or  making  malt,  and  of  all  other  art  o*-  trade,  viz. 
of  ilioemakers,  Ciitlers,  waukers,  Ikinners,  carpenters,  and  woolftcrs,  to 
.be  e^erciiii^l  within  our  faid  barony  oi  Kilmaun,  except  in  our  faid  burgh 
;in  barony,  and  the  liberties  thereof,  viz.  within  the  limits  of  the  five- 
pound  land  thereof,  as  above  written.  And  further,  that  all  and  fundry 
vendible  goods,  viz.  meal,  bear,  malt,  wheat,  com,  lint,  wool,  Iheep, 
caitje,  borie,  flepi,  fifli,  au4  whatfoever  other  roerchandifc  is  in  our  faid 
^befony,  in  all, time  coming,  fliallbe  firft  prefented  to  the  co.nmon  market 
,«i  our  faid  burgh  in  barony  forefaid."  Thefe  particulars  furely  arc  pe- 
culiar,, or  very  uncommon  ;  fo  likewife  is  this  claufe, — **  And  no  womah, 
fiicceeding  to  an  iohcriiance  in  the  faid  burgh,  (hall  marry  without  onr 
^cial  licenfe." 


i 
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viottSy  that  the  great  defigQ  of  the  Noble  family  ^      th^ 
,  Predion,  was  to  bring  together  into  one   place  a     man^ 
trades  people  aspoilibley  and  that  the  feuing  oLithefe  lands 
Was  meant  as  an  encouragement  and  help  to  fach ;  but  it 
has  all  along  produced  a  contrary  effefi.     Six  acres  of  landL 
was  the  ihare  Which  fell  to  each  of  thefe  40  feuars  or  tene« 
mentersy  as  thej  are  called,  the  cultivation  of  which  is  no 
more  than  proper  ezercife  and   amufement  for    a    man 
whofe  employment  is  fedentarj,  and  which,  with  his  la- 
bour otherwife,  would    enable  him  to  live  in  fome  degree 
of  comfort.     But  it  is  the  misfortune  of  moft  men,  to  have 
a  greater  liking  for  employments  that  are  foreign  to  them, 
than  for  thofe  which  they  have  been  bred  up  to  follow ; 
hence,   the   tenementers  of  Kilmaurs   did  abandon  their 
principal  bufineis,  and  content  themfelves  with  the  pro- 
duce of  their  fmall  bit  of  ground.     This  burgh  land  is  &- 
mdiis  for  having  ferved  Galloway,  Nithfdale,  Clydefdale^ 
luid  all  Ayrihire,  with  kail  plants ;  and  it  was  the  demand 
for  them  that  turned  the  attention  of  the  proprietors  fd 
much  to  the  cultivation  of  their  Kttle  fpots ;  but  that  de- 
mand has  long  ceafed,  other  countries  having  learnt  to  raife 
this  article  for  themfelves.     There  is  not  in  the  county 
better  land,  but  it  labours  under  this  difadvantage  of  being 
runridge.     In  this  cafe  inclofures  are  impradicable,  except 
where  good  fenfe  has  prevailed  in  bringing  about  an  exchange 
of  property,  and  it  is  hoped,  that  the  beneficial  confequeucas 
of  the  few  inftances  oJF  this  that  have  happened,  will  open 
the  eyes  of  thofe  who  are  blinded  by  prejudice  and  cuftom; 
The  niunber  of  portioners  b  now  le&  than  when  the  char«« 
ter  Was  granted,  feveral  of  the  fortieth  parts  having  been 
fold  and  laid  together  by  one  purcha£er,  and  it  is  probable, 
that  chey  will  all  in  time  become  an  united  property ;  iT 
circumfiance  not  to  be  regreted,  feeing,  that  under  fuch  s 
drvifion,  all  trade  b  negleded,  and  a  very  fcanty  fubfiftence. 
Vol.  XX.  3  A  procure!^ 
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procured  by  the  pofleffion  of  them,  while  they  arc  the  only 
objed  of  attention.  The  town  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  a 
gentle  afcent,  looking  towards  the  fouth.  It  confifts  of  one 
ftrcet  only,  with  a  by-lane  or  two,  and  a  few  back  houfcs, 
the  entries  to  which  are  through  thofe  in  the  front.  A 
fimaU  town-hoiife  fiands  in  the  middle,  having  a  fteeple  and 
good, dock.  In  this,  the  courts  of  Juftice  are  held,  and  the 
meetings  of  Council  for  eleding  Magiftrates,  and  other 
^flSiirs  of  the  town.  No  man  can  be  eleAed  a  Magiflrate 
snlels  he  be  alfo  a  portioner,  and  none  but  thofe  who  are 
portioners  can  vote  in  fuch  ^ledions  ^.  Many  of  the  for- 
tieth parts  being  now  the  property  of  one  perfon,  there 
are  by  thefe  means  houfes  to  fpare  for  tradefmen,  and  more 
might  ftill  be  had  by  fubfeuing.  There  is  every  induce- 
ment for  fuch  people  to  choofe  an  habitation  here.  Th6 
town  is  diftant  from  coal,  wrought  in  the* lands  of  Mr  Rit- 
chie of  Buiby,  only  one  mile  or  a  little  more.  Each 
houfe  has  a  garden  belonging  to  it,  fuflkient  to  Cupply  any 
£amily  with  plenty  of  potatoes,  and  every  ordinary  vege- 
table. The  market  of  Kilmarnock,  which  is  but  a  £ng- 
fiih  miles  from  this,  can  afford  every  thing  elfe  that  may 
be  needed.  There  was  a  time  when  30  cutlers,  and  a  good 
many  tinkers,  refided  in  Kilmaurs*  The  cutlers  made  ex- 
cellent work,  fome  of  which  b  to  be  feen  in  the  parilh  to 
this  day,  particularly  breakfaft  knives,  fuperior,  it  is  {aid, 
to  any  thing  of  the  kind  that  has  as  yet  been  made  at 
Sheffield  or  Birmingham,  llie  blade  is  of  the  beil  metal, 
neatly  ihaped,  finely  poHihed,  and  fet  in  a  haftof  Tortoife- 

ihell, 

*  Two  bailies  are  chofen  annoallj,  but  their  influence  is  xnconfider- 
able,  Having  no  conftables  to  alTift  in  the  execution  of  their  authority ; 
the  diforderij  and  riotoiu  therefore  laugh  at  their  threatened  punikhttients* 
This  is  not  a  defedl  in  the  conftitation  of  the  burgh,  bat  a  ne^leA  hithec- 
to  of  their  own,  in  not  applying  to  the  quarter-feflion  for  an  appointment 
•f  this  kind. 
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Ihcll,  or  ftained  horn,  girt  wit*h  filver  virlcts  *.  A  branch 
•^f  bufinefs  has  of  late  Tprung  up  in  this  place,  tambouring, 
which  affords  employment  to  the  females,  and  which  hais 
rendered  the  expenfe  of  rearing  a  family  not  only  lels,  but 
has  made  it  an  advantage  for  a  man  to  have  his  family 
confill  moftly  of  that  fez.  Girls  at  the  age  of  8  or  9  years^ 
it  is  (aid,  can  earn  8  d.  a-day,  and  thofe  of  14  or  15 
I  s.  6  d.  It  is  pleafant  to  fee  the  e£Feds  of  this  induftry  in 
the  drels  and  manners  of  thefe  people.  Long  may  fuch 
fources  of  comfort  continue  \  for  though  the  human  minj 
is  apt  to  be  intoxicated  by  profperity,  and  the  condud  to 
be  thereby  tindured  witH  levity,  y^t,  in  circumftances  of 
this  kind,  the  heart  is  more  eafily  trained  to  virtoe,  and 
the  good  leis  liable  to  hypocriiy.  Some  have  ciHnidained 
in  the  Statiftical  Account  of  their  pariihes,  that  thefe 
works  of  art,  which  bring  fo  many  people  of  difierent  fex, 
age  and  tempers  together  are  unfriendly  to  the  interefi  of 
morality.  But  an  attentive  obferver  muft  be  convinced, 
that  the  vices  which  are  moft  hurtful  to  fociety,  do  nojc 
prevail  fo  much  where  an  open  and  unreftrained  intercourfe 
takes  place,  as  where  fecrecy  and  the  tempera  molUafandi 
are  frequently  enjoyed.  Befides,  that  virtue  which  pro- 
ceeds from  the  abfence  of  temptation,  is  merely  negative ; 
and  though  it  may  prevent  punifliment,  yet  is  not  furely 
the  oh)t€t  of  reward.     That  propenfity  to  imitation  which 

is 

*  The  keen  ed^e  which  they  put  on  injftrnments  requiring  it,  gave  rife 
to  %  mode  of  fpcech  which  is  yet  in  ufe  through  the  country.  A  man  of 
acute  underftanding,  and  quicknefs  in  adlion,  is  faid  to  be  as  (harp  as  a 
Kilmaurs  whittle.  An  old  Prefbyteriaii  clergyman,  in  addrefling  him. 
felf  to  his  audience,  upon  riling  to  fpeak  after  a  young  divine,  who  had 
delivered  a  difcourfe  in  flowery  language,  and  EngUlb  pronoundttion ; 
faid,  «*  My  friends.  We  have  had  gr^t  deal  of  fine  EngUHi  ware  among 
us  the  day,  but  aiblins,  my  Kilmaurs  whittle  will  cut  as'  fliarply  as  onj 
£nglifli  blade  ;'*  meaning  that  the  language  of  his  ovm  country  would  be 
better  nnderftood,  and  do  more  good. 


n^^ 


Statiftical  Account 


jus  found  In  the  human  conftitution,  flioukl  operate  In  fa- 
vour of  virtue  as  well  as  vice  ;  and  therefore,  as  in  tvtxj 
focietj  there  are  fome  virtuouflj  inclined,  why  Ihould  the 
influence  of  good  example  be  lels  powerful  than  that  which 
is  bad  ?  Human  nature  Oiould  never  be  difparaged .  too 
much,  nor  more  expelled  from  it  than  what  confifts  with 
the  iituation  in  which  it  is  placed. 

The  inhabitants  of  Kilmaors  town  are  in  number  514, 
of  which  226  are  males,  288  females. 


Huftands  between 

Wives  between 

15  and  20, 

• 

I 

20  and  30, 

- 

16 

20  and  30, 

- 

«3 

30  and  40, 

- 

30 

30  and  40, 

. 

14 

40  and  jo, 

- 

24 

40  and  50, 

- 

23 

50  and  609 

- 

14 

50  and  60, 

- 

17 

60  and  70, 

- 

5 

60  and  70, 

• 

II 

70  and  8o, 

. 

2 

70  and  80, 

. 

6 

80  and  9Q» 

- 

? 

Male  children. 

Fema 

l^ 

Msdes  unmarried. 

'  &  5«    39      I  &  59    29    15  &  209  18    50  &  60,    2 

5  &  10,  21       5  &  10,  23    20  &  30,  12    60  &  70,    2 

%o  &  15,  33     10  8l  15,  32    40  &c  50,    I  31 


93 

Widowers. 

20  and  30,     z 
40  and  50t     i 


84  31  35 

Widows.        Females  unmarried. 


30  and  40, 
40  and  5O1 


a         15  and  20,     27 
5  20  and  3O9     23 


Carry  over,     2 


50 


Widowers. 

Brought  over,  2 
50  and  60,  X 
60  and  709  3 
90  and  iOf     1 
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Widows.  Females  unmarried* 


50  and  609 
60  and  7O9 
70  and  809 
80  and  90, 


7 
10 

9 

4 

z 

31 


30  and  40y 
40  and  50, 
50  and  60, 
60  and  70, 
70  and  8oy 
80  and  9O1 


50 
zo 

xz 
6 

3 

z 
z 

8s 


Cottoii-fpinnersi 

Shoemakers, 

Tailors, 

Maions, 

Wrights, 

Weavers, 

Smiths, 

Colliers, 

Cooper, 

Tinkers/ 

Stocking  weaver, 

I'idler, 


3  Day-labourers,        -         z6 
%i  Apprent.  to  ihoemakeis,  8 

4  to  Wrights,  7 

9  — to  weavers,  4 

6                    to  fmith,  I 

9  JoumeTmen  weavers,  3 

a  Ditto  Ihoemakers,  a 

IX  Flazdrefier,          -  z 

z  Clock  and  watchmaker,  z 

4  Womenfervants,         -  Z 

X  Parifli  fchool-mafter,  z 
z  *  Teacher  without  lidary*,    z 

The 


*  No  nnufnftl  cuftoma  prevail  among  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifli. 
There  is  one  indeed  common  to  the  whole  country,'  that  of  gathering  ma- 
ny people  together,  and  entertaining  them  at  confiderable  ezpenfe  when 
they  bury  their  dead.  However  ill  it  can  be  afforded,  nothing  muft  be 
fpared  that  cuftom  has  fandlioned.  By  exploding  this  in  a  great  meafure, 
many  would  have  it  in  their  power  to  do  more  effential  a^  of  kiadnefi  to 
their  friends  and  re'ations  when  living.  There  is  little  merit  in  helping 
to  bury  thofe  whom  we  help  to  itarve.  Nor  do  the  deceafed  feel  or  enjoy 
any  of  the  gratifications  of  vanity  or  nufpiaced  vciiexatic%  vducfa  pronvt 
to  this  cuitom* 
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T(\c  pfople  ^e  ia  general  iadil^pus,  and  where  their 
intereft  is  concerned,  thej  have  addreis  fufficient  for  ob- 
taining or  preferving  it,  Sufpicion  among  themfelyes  in 
traniaAtng  bufineis,  and  defign  covered  by  an  afieded  fim* 
plicttj  tqwai^is  fuperiors  are  perhaps  fometipnes  difcemible. 
Compspred  with  the  times  which  are  honoured  with  the 
c\k^rz&zt  of  pure,  the  vice$  which  now  appear  are  fewer 
and  le&  attrocious.  Like  everj  other  copipiunitj,  ours 
conliftsi  of  a  mixture  of  charafters.  Jullice  requires  it  to  be 
toMy  that  much  civilitj,  kindnels,  integrity,  and  candour, 
ace  pra£kifed  by  many. 

KOTE. 

The  kirJ^  of  KUmaun  was  founded  a  college  by  Sir  William  Cunia^- 
hamc  of  Kilmaiirs  the  i3th  of  May  1403,  and  endowed  by  him  with  ccr- 
^  tain  lands,  for  thefupport  of  a  provoft,  feveii  prebendaries,  and  two  finging- 
boys.  It  is  difficult  to  determine  whcfre  thefe  lands  lay ;  part  of  them, 
h  is  pcQl^^lCf  are  now  tfce  property  of  James  Watfon,  £fq;  mcrctiant, 
Greaiock.  Tbe  tower^  of  whic^  this  gentleman  is  the  proprietor,  has  been 
an  hjghftrong  built  houfe,  con(i(ting  of  feveral  apartments,  and  is  Separated 
from  the  church  by  a  garden,  laid  out  with  excellent  taile,  efpeclally  of 
the  kind  which  is  favourable  to  retirement  and  meditation.  Tbb,  of  all 
other  places  in  ^  par^l^,  is  heft  fuited  to  the  convenience  of  the  clergy. 
It  is  ther^ore  moft  likely  they  had  this  for  their  reiidcnce.  The  lands 
contiguous,  coniifting  of  80  acres  nearly,  lefs  or  more,  pay  no  teuid  cither 
to  the  titular  or  miniftcr ;  and  no  reafon  can  be  alBgned  for  this,  unlefs 
that  tiiey  are  church- lands,  belonging  originally  to  the  Ciftertian  order. 
There  was  a  mill,  called  the  prebendary  mill,  immediately  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  the  lands  now  mentioned,  to  which  a  diftricl  of  the  pariih 
was  thirled,  and  the  multures  were  paid  for  behoof  of  the,  prebendaries. 
Tlte  religious  houfe  of  I>Liln;iaurs,  it  Is  faid,  was  aonczcd  to  the  abbey 
of  Selkirk,  afterward  Roxburgh,  now  )^elfo.  The  church  itfclf  muft 
bave  undergone  piaoy  alterations,  if  it  is  not  altogether  new  fince  its 
firft  cxecftioo*  There  is  nothing  magnificent  either  in  its  iize  or  (Irudlure. 
The  only  remarkable  thing  about  )t,  i$  a  burying  place  and  monument 
belonging  to  the  &mily  of  Clencaim.  The  monumest  has  been  executed 
a;  yery  copfiderable  e^penfe,  but  it  is  do>^  in  a  (late  of  (liamcful  difre- 
pair.  It  is  open  to  every  idle  and  though  tlcfs  vifitor,  ^ho  takes  plea, 
fure  in  demoliiZiin^   the   carved   work :     It  is  the  only  intereft  which 

the 
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iht  reprefcntctlTes  of  that  noble  family  now  have  in,  the  pariih,  where 
dieir  influence  was  once  great,  and  their  property  extenfive ;  with  fub- 
tniiBon,  therefore,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  fome  attention  is  due  to 
the  memorials  of  ancient  greatneis^  We  regret  that  the  moil  beautiful 
ftru^ures  of  art  cannot  be  preferved  from  the  ravages  of  time,  bat 
when  they  are  fuffered  by  negledl  to  fall  into  ruins,  we  cannot  refraia 
from  cenfuring  thofe  to  whom  that  negleA,  with  its  confcquences,  are 
to  be  attributed. 

A  difpofition  to  fecede  from  the  eftabli(hed  church  hath  lon^  fubliil- 
cd  among  the  inhabitants  of  Kilmaurs :  and  this  difpofition  was  firft  ex- 
cited by  the  following  circumftance :  About  tlie  i7i2,  Mr  Hugh  l*hom- 
ibm,  then  miniller  of  this  parilh,    demitted,  upon   the  expedlation  of 
I  being  called  to  Stewarton,  but  was  fomehow  difappointed ;  and  either 

his  pride  would  not  permit  him  to  folicit  a  re-admiflion,  or  a  majority 
of  the  people,  difobliged  with  his  giving  them  up,  refufed  it.  He  re- 
tired to  a  fmall  property  of  his  own  in  the  pariffi^  and  on  Sabbaths 
preached  fometimes  at  his  own  fire-iide,  and  fometimes  from  a  tent  in 
the  fields,  to  as  many  of  his  friends  as  would  hear  him.  Five  or  fix  years 
^lapfed  before  another  minifter  was  eledled ;.  during  which  time  Mr 
Thomibn  had  frequent  opportunities  of  reconciling  himfelf  to  many  of 
his  former  congregation.  After  Mr  Miller  was  ciiofen  and  ordained,  llXj 
Thomibn  ilill  continued  to  preach  in  his  own  barh,  or  in  tlie  tc\d% 
to  as  many  as  were  willing  to  hear  him.  Incooltancy,  which  always  at- 
tends  the  multitude,  difpofcd  fome  to  go  one  way  and  fume  another; 
dire^ed  by  humour,  local  convenience*  or  by  the  influence  of  one  upoa 
another,  they  attended  fometimes  Mr  Miller,  at  other  times  Mr  Thom- 
Ton.  While  they  were  in  this  fluduating  (late,  which  continued  long 
after  Mr  Thomfon  and  Mr  Miller's  death  ;  Mr  Smyton  a  young  Anti* 
burger  Miniiter,  made  his  appearance  amongii  them.  This  clergyman 
by  the  exercife  of  popular  talents,  or  by  the  novelty  of  his  declamations 
againil  the  real  or  fuppofed  defeAions  of  the  church,  drew  crowds 
after  him.  A  congregation  was  foon  formed  for  him,  and  a  meeting- 
Koofe  built.  He  nurried  a  daughter  of  Mr  Thomfon*s,  and  by  her  fuc- 
cceded  to  the  property  of  a  very  good  farm  which  is  (till  in  the  poileiGan 
•of  bis  heirs.  As  nothing  that  is  violent  can  be  of  long  duration,  fo  the 
extreme  ardour  with  which  this  man  was  followed,  gradually  abated, 
and  he  funk  at  laft  into  the  climate  of  cool  efttmation.  A  difpute  took 
place  between  him  and  his  aflbciate  brethren  about  lifting  the  bread  in 
the  faerament  and  holding  it  during  the  prayer  of  coniecration.  Mr 
Smyton  iafifted,  that  it  is  of  religious  obligation  to  obferve  this  mode  of 
difpenfing  our  Lord's  Supper,  and  pofitively  enjoined  by  the  words  of  the 
inftitution  itfclf.    By  his   brethren,  this  adlion  was  confidered  as  not 
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binding  the  confcience,  but  thir  it  might,  or  mijrht  not  be  performed 
without  incurring  guilt.  The  argument  was  keeniy  agitated.  At  length 
it  iflued  tn  a  rupture.  M^  Smyton  refufed  to  hold  communion  with 
thofe  who  did  not  pnn^aally  conform  to  hit  opinion,  and  the  fynod 
paflcd  a  lentcoce  of  expulfion  againft  him  for  his  obftinacy.  He  was 
formally  depofed,  but  he  defpifed  the  authority  by  which  this  was  done, 
and  continued  to  preach.  Part  of  his  congregation  now  feparated  from 
bim,  and  part  remained.  It  tben  became  a  queftion,  who  had  the^ight 
to  the  meeting-honie  Whether  thole  who  remained,  or  thofe  who  went 
off.  '  The  C%irt  of  Sef&on  determined  it  in  favour  of  Mr  Smyton,  on  this 
principle,  that  the  majority  of  the  Elderlhip,  if  not  of  the  Congregation, 
remained  ^ith  him.  The  fwarm  that  went  off  fnon  found  for  themfelves 
a  new  houfe.  They  are  diflinguilhed  by  the  appellation  of  Lifters  and 
Antilifters,  or  t\ew  and  old  light  Of  the  former,  including  y:  ung  people 
and  children,  who  generally  follow  their  parents,  but  have  made  n# 
choice  for  themfeives,  going  (bmetimes  to  one»  and  fometimes  tr-  another 
place  of  worlhip,  t'.e  number  is  15 z,  of  the  other  ii4f  of  Burghers  69, 
Relief  7.  Would  to  God,  that  as  much  of  the  po  ver  as  of  the  form  of 
religion  were  appearing  among  us !  '  But  while  one  Hays  I  am  of  Paul, 
another,  I  am  of  ApoUos,'  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jefus,  even  that  religion 
which  is  from  above,  and  is  pure,  peccable,  gentle,  eafy  to  be  entreated, 
loll  of  mcrcjr,  and  good  fruits,  is  too  much  overlooked. 
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i^  U  M  B  E  R    XXIV. 


iPARISH    OF    STEWARTOWN, 


(GouKTY  or  Atr,  Stnod  of  Glasgow  and  AtR| 
Presbttert  of  Irvine.) 


Sy  the  Rev.  Mr  Thomas  Maxwell^ 


Name,  Extent,  Surface,  lie. 

THE  origin  of  its  name  is  uncertain.  But  it  is  faid  to 
have  taken  its  rife  from  fome  of  the  Stewart  race  of 
Scotdlh  kings  having  a  reiidence  in  it,  and  the  remains  of 
thofe  houfes  are  fiill  to  be  feen  near  the  town. — ^It  is  above 
10  miles  in  length,  and  in  fome  places  about  4  in  breadth. 
From  manj  places  in  this  pariih,  tliere  are  extenfive  views 
of  the  Wcftem  Ocean,  the  idand  of  Arran,  and  Craig  of 
Ailfa.  The  appearance  of  the  country  is  flat :  But  ther6 
is  a  gradual  defcent  from  the  head  of  the  parifh  to  the  fea« 
There  are  no  mountains,  but  fmall  hiUs  in  different  places^ 
and  foiTic  of  them  are  called  Law  biUs,  either  becaufe  that 
in  old  times  courts  of  juftice  were  held  upon  them,  or  fi;pm 
the  low  or  flame  raifed  on  them,  as  a  fignal  of  the  approach 
Vol.  IX.  3  B  of 
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of  an  enemy*.  The  air  is  rather  moLft,  and  in  fomc  feafans^ 
of  the  year  there  arp  heavy  rains  for  a  continued  time,  ow- 
ing probably  to  the  nearnefe  of  the  Wcftem  Ocean,  and 
Arran  hills. 

Minerals^  Agriculture^  Soil^  i^c* — There  are  fome  free- 
ftone,  and  Several  lime  quacries.  But  there  is  no  coal 
wrought  in  the  parijh,  which  is  a  great  lo&  to  the  inhabi-i 
tants,  who  are  at  a  confiderable  diftance  from  it.  Several 
attempts  have  been  noade  for  it  in  different  parts  of  the  pa- 
rifhy  but  they  have  hitheiCo  proved  ine&dufiL  This  pariih 
and  neighbourhood  is  remarkable  for  large  good  milk  cows, 
of  which  fever al  perfonahave  from  10  to  20.  They  make  fine 
fweet  milk  cheefe,  foe  which,  there  is  a  great  demand,  and- 
which  gives  a  very  high  price.  A  tenant  of  Sir  William 
Cunningham  of  Livingfton,  who  was  then  proprietor  of 
Robertland  eftate  in  this  psurifby  got  a  premium  feveral 
years  at  Edinburgh  for  the  bed  cheefe  in  Scotland.  This 
cftate  is  now  the  property  of  Sir  John  Hunter  Blair.  A- 
bout  30  years  ago  there  were  few  or  no  inclofures  in  the 
parifb,  but  now  it  is  moftly  inclofed  and  fubdivided,  and 
pays  from  20s.  to  30s.  the  acre,  and  fome  of  it  more,  which 
mud  make  the  real  rent  very  great,  efpecially  as  the  ground 
is.moftly  arable.  The  valued  rent  is  about  L.  7003  Scots». 
and  I  fuppofe  the  real  rent  may  be  about  L.^yooo  Sterling. 
But  as  many  of  the  fmall  heritors  have  their  farms  in  their 
own  hands^  it.  is  diffictdt,  for  this  and  fome  other  reasons,  to 
he  eza;^y  afce'rtained.  The  foil  is  various  in  different  parts. 
c^  the  pariih.  At  the  head  of  it,  which  bopders  with  the 
Meams  moor,  it  is  not  fo  good,  but  in  the  lower  part  it  21 
moflly  a  ftrong  clay  foil.  There  are  upwards  of  90  ploughs 
e:mployed.    The  method  of  improving  land  here  is  the 

fame. 

*  Hence  it  is  faid,  that  Loudon  in  Ayrlhire,   tld  Lowmond  hills  lA- 
'   Fife,  and  Ben^Lomood  in  Dambartoalhire^  derive  theic  names. 
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f&ine  as  ia  Kilmarnock  and  other  neighbouring  pariihes, 
4neniioned  in  former  volumes,  and  not  infifted  on  here^ 
'with  a  view  to  avoid  rq>etition.  There  are  extenfive  belts 
of  plantations  in  different  parts  of  the  parifh. 

Heritors^  Town,  Schools^  Poor^  Wr. — ^TTiere  are  8  larger, 
and  above  100  fmaller  heritors,  who  are  called  portioners, 
and  who  moftlj  refide  in  the  parifli.  Mr  Cunningham  of 
Lainihaw  is  patron*  The  roof  of  the  church  was  taken  off 
in  1772,  and  the  walls  heightened ;  it  is  now  well  featcd,  and 
holds  a  great  number.  The  manfe  was  built  fo  far  back  as 
164a,  and  though  it  has  got  fome  fmall  repairs  at  different 
times,  is  fiill  in  a  bad  condition.  The  town  of  Stewartown 
maj  vie  with  any  of  lis  lize  in  the  weft  of  Scotland, . for 
beautj,  regularity,  and  cleanneis.  It  confiils  of  one  long 
and  broad  ftreet,  with  a  crofs  one.  It  has  increafed  fome 
hundreds,  (ince  the  prefent  minifter  was  fettled,  and  a  great 
/number  of  new  houfes  have  lately  been  built  in  it.  The 
water  of  Annoch,  which  takes  its  rife  in  th^  Mearns  moor, 
runs  paft  this  town  in  the  form  of  a  fcmicircle,  and  empties 
-itfclf  into  the  fea  a  little  below  Irvine.  There  are  3  bridges 
over  this  water,  at  equal  diilances  from  one  another^  be- 
tween the  head  of  the  town  and  the  foot  of  it.  There  are 
s  toDs  in  the  parifh,  one  on  the  road  to  Kilmarnock,  the 
other  oa  the  road  to  Irvine,  but  none  on  the  road  to  Glaf- 
gow,  which  was  made  more  than  30  years  ago.— There  are 
n  fchools  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli,  and  3  in  the 
40wn,  in  fome  of  which,  (befides  Englifli),  Latin,  Greek, 
Frendi,  and  book-keeping,  are  taught.  The  falary  of  the  pa- 
Tifli  fchoolmafter  is  only  L.  100  Scots,  out  of  which  he  gives 
ao  mcrks  yearly  to  the  a  country  fchodls.  But  it  is  ex- 
j[>efted,  as  the  pariih  is  fo  numerous  and  wealthy,  it  will 
jTooQ  be  augmented. — ^The  number  of  weekly  penfioners  is 
tfi.     They  get  i  s.    And  there  are  20  quarterly,  who  get 

according 
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according  to  their  neceflities.  The  yearly  coUeftion  %- 
mounts  to  L.  4c.  None  of  the  poor  in  the  parifh  are  allowe4 
to  beg  out  of  it.  But  aa  the  road  from  Glafgow  to  Ayr, 
Irvine,  6cc.  paiTes  through  this  town,  the  inhabitants  are 
ppprefled  with  great  numbers  of  firolling  poor  from  Glaf- 
gow and  the  other  neighbouring  towns. 

Population. — According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the  po- 
pulation then  amounted  to  2819.  There  are  belonging  to 
the  Church  about  2300  fouls.  Befides,  there  are  fome 
Burghers  and  Antiburgher  Seceders,  and  a  few  old  Came- 
ronians  ;  but  all  thefe  fe£ls  live  in  good  harmony  with  the 
minifter  and  people  of  the  Eftablifhed  Church.  The  precife 
number  of  the  whole  cannot  be  eza£Uy  afcertaioed.  There 
is  1  furgeon  and  i  writer  m  the  town,  alfo  from  100  to  130 
weavers ;  but  the  chief  trade  in  this  place,  and  has  been,  it 
is  faid,  for  above  100  years,  is  bonnet  making,  which  em- 
ploys a  great  number  of  hands.  They  make  alfo  what  are 
called  French  or  Quebec  caps.  Befides  fupplying  the  coun- 
try and  the  Highlands  with  thefe  articles,  large  quantities 
are  exported,  which  turn  out  to  good  account  -,  fo  that  it  is 
faid  they  draw  L.  5  0  weekly  in  return.  The  births,  deaths* 
and  marriages,  as  entered  in  the  parifh  regifter,  for  fix  years^ 
are  as  follow :  , 


Ye«r». 

Birtlii. 

Deaths. 

Marriigc*. 

1784, 

59 

54 

3« 

1785. 

63 

40 

II 

1786, 

60 

55 

*9 

1787, 

5» 

8a 

44 

1788, 

48 

48 

18 

1789, 

■      63 

57 

35* 
MifctUantwt 

*  Beef,  mutton,  and  all  other  kinds  of  provifion,  (except  meal),  are  as 

dear  here  as  any  where  in  Scotlaad|  and  fervant's  wages  are  at  an  extrava- 
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Mifcellaneous  Obfervattons. — The  people  arc  moftly  of  th© 
ufaal  fize,  and  fome  confiderably  above  it.  They  are  in 
general  a  fober  intelligent  people,  hpfpitable  to  ftrangers, 
and  charitable  to  the  poor,  of  which  feveral  inftances  could 
be  mentioned.  There  have  been  fome  inftances  of  longe- 
vity in  the  parifh.  A  man  4ied  fon^e  years  agp,  who  was 
about  103,  a  lady  above  97,  and  a  worthy  heritor  and  elder 
died  lately,  who  was  above  90.  This  is  a  poft-town,  and  has 
been  fo  for  a  long  time  paft.  There  is  a  regular  arrival  and 
difpatch  at  and  from  this  every  day,  for  all  towns  in  Britain, 
and  letters  come  fefely  here,  without  having  any  other  poft- 
office  written  on  them.^David  Dale,  £fq;  late  one  of  the 
magiftrates  of  Glafgow,  was  bom  and  educated  in  this  place. 
He  is  well  known  in  the  commercial  world,  for  the  many  ma- 
nufa£hires  he  has  introduced,  and  carries  on  with  fticcefs.  His 
piety,  humility,  and  aSs  of  charity,  are  worthy  of  imita- 
tion. 

gant  nte,  which  makes  it  very  difficult  for  thofe  wholfc  income  is  dated, 
aad  not  advanced,  to  keep  a  family.  Mutton  is  from  4  >  d.  to  6  d.  the  pound. 
Beef  from  6  s.  to  6  s.  6  d.  the  done.  Cheefe  from  7  s.  to  7  s.  6  d.  the 
ftone.  Butter  from  9  d.  to  lid.  the  pound,  and  other  things  in  propor- 
lion. 


NUM. 
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iiven,  is  at  prefent  brought  from  the  parilhes  of  Hamiltoxt 
and  Dalferf,  at  the  diftance  of  5  and  6  miles. 

CropSy  Cattle t  iSc. — The  crops  raifed  here  are  oats,  bear^  9^ 
few  peafe,  confiderable  quantities  of  potatoes,  fome  r jegrais^ 
and   alcnoft  every  farmer  fows  a  peck  or  two  <tf  lint-feed 
for  houfehold  ufes.    The  low  grounds,  when  ploughed  after 
being  fufficientlj  refted,  jrield  good  grain,  which  in  an  or- 
dinary feafon  is  cut  down  fully  ripe  ;  but  on  the  borders  of 
the  moors,  the  crops  are  very  precarious,  and  feldom  ripen. 
In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town  of  Strathaven,  where 
land  rents  at  from  20  s.  to  40  s.  the  acre,  the  rotation  is  a 
crop  of  oats,  potatoes,  oats,  bear  with  grals-feeds,  and  after 
the  grais  has  been  cut  for  two  years,  it  is  poftored  till  the 
land  is  again  fit  for  cropping.  Potatoes  are  no  where  cultiva- 
ted with  more  care.  Almoil  every  tradefman  plants  a  fev9^ 
falls  of  ground  in  potatoes,  for  the  ufe  of  his  family^   Thefe 
he  labours  at  his  leifure  hours,  from  which  he  derives  health 
and  amafement,  and  a  wholefome  part  of  food  for  five  or 
fix  months  in  the  year,  at  a  very  moderate  expenfe*     But- 
this  diilrid,  excepting  a  few  farms  in  the  lower  end  of  the 
pariih,  is  better  adapted  for  pafture  than  tillage ;  and  the 
rents  are  moiUy  made  up  from  the  fale  of  cheefe,  butter^ 
and  veal.     The  cheefe  made  here  feUs  at  from  6  s.  to  7  s.- 
the  fione,  and  calves  ha-ve  fometimes  been  fold  at  L.  4  Ster- 
ling ;  but  the  average  price  is  from  L.  i  to  L.  3.     The 
praAice  of  bleeding  calves,  fo  common  in  England,  is  hard«* 
ly  known  here.     The  only  arts  ufed  to  make  them  fatten! 
fail,  are  bringing  them  on  gradually  to  take  a  great  deal  of 
milk,  keeping  them  in  a  dark  place,  and  amidft  plenty  of 
dry  litter.     Unlefs  they  are  fed  moderately  at  firll,  they  are 
apt  to  loathe  the  milk  in  a  fhort  time  -,  and,  like  moft  other ' 
young  animab,  they  are  fportive,  and  apt  to  take  too  much 
exercife,  which  is  beft  prevented  by  (hutting  them  up  from 
the  light.    A  calf  of  two  months  old,  well  fed,  often  felk 

at 
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-at  from  L.29 10  s.  to  L.  3.  The  demand  for  veal  is  fo  great, 
that  the  farmers  never  think  of  rearing  more  calves  than 
what  is  neceffary  to  keep  up  their  ftock  of  cows.  The 
number  of  cows  kept  is  about  18  upon  the  ploughgate  of 
land«  They  are  of  fmall  fize,  but  well  made,  and  are 
found  to  be  more  hardy,  eaiier  fed,  and  to  yield  more  milk 
in  proportion  to  their  iize  than  cattle  of  a  larger  breed. 
The  value  of  milk  is  now  fo  well  underftood,  that  even 
the  whey  is  turned  to  account  by  feeding  young  fwine  with 
it.  Dulling  the  fummer  months,  thefe  animab  fwell  upon 
it  amazingly,  and  by  being  fed  upon  potatoes  and  oats,  or 
oat-meal,  for  a  month  or  fix  weeks  in  harvefl,  are  fit  for 
(laughter  in  the  month  of  November,  when  they  are  com* 
monly  8  months  old,  and  weigh  from  8  to  9  ftone.  Thia 
cleanly  fort  of  feeding  has  reconciled  the  people  here  to  the 
ufe  of  fwine's  flefh,  which  was  once  held  in  abomination. 
The  old  Scots  plough  is  the  only  one  in  ufe  here.  It  is 
fometimes  drawn  by  3,  but  oftener  by  4  horfes.  The  num- 
ber of  horfes  in  the  parifh  has  been  gradually  diminiffaing 
of  late  years,  owing  to  there  being  lefs  land  in  tillage,  and 
a  great  deal  of  the  wet  grounds  being  laboured  with  the 
fpade.  Befides,  it  is  now  becoming  cuftomary  to  buy  horr 
£es  abovLt  the  end  of  January,  and  to  fell  them  again  about 
the  end  of  May,  when  the  labour  is  over  \  fo  that  a  farmer 
who  occupies  a  ploughgate  of  land,  feldom  'keeps  more 
than  two  work  horfes  for  8  months  in  the  year.  There 
are  a  few  horfes  reared,  and  the  breed  is  improving.  A 
pair  of  draught  horfes,  bred  here,  was  fold  a  while  ago  at 
L.  70  Sterling.  Although  every  farmer  has  more  or  leii 
land  in  tillage,  yet  the  country  part  of  the  parifh,  in  an  or- 
dinary feafon,  does  very  little  more  than  fupply  itfelf  with 
grain.  The  greatefl  part  of  the  oat-meal  conftmied  in  the 
town  of  Strathaven,  is  brought  from  the  neighbouring  pa- 
rifhes,  and  the  wheat-flour  made  ufe  of  by  the  bakers,  is 
.    Vol,  IX.  3  C  brought 
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brought  from  the  eaft  country  in  carts,  which  carry  buttef* 
cheefe  and  veal,  to  the  Edinburgh  market.  The  incloiing 
of  the  low  grounds,  which  was  begun  about  30  years  ngO| 
has  banillied  all  the  flieep,  excepting  a  few  pets,  entirely 
to  the  moor  farms.  l*he  number  kept  upon  thefe  is  about 
7500,  all  of  the  old  Scots  breed ;  and  the  only  improve* 
raent  which  has  hitherto  been  made  in  this  fort  of  farming* 
Is  that  of  keeping  fewer  upon  the  ground.  The  woul,  like 
the  pafture,  is  coarfe,  and  takes  about  8  fleeces  to  the  flone, 
,  which  fells  at  from  5  to  6  s.  In  wet  feafons  the  fliecp  are 
very  liable  to  the  rot. 

Population, — According  to  Dr^Webller's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  at  that  time  was  3551.  Mr  Chailes  Rofs, 
in  his  map  of  Lanarkihire,  publiifaed  in  1773,  ^^I^^s  the 
population  of  this  parifli  to  be  3770  fouls.  But  he  has 
certainly  over-rated  it  *,  for  it  does  not  contain  that  number 
at  prefent,  though  it  has  been  on  the  increaijs  fince  that  pe- 
riod. By  an  enumeratiop  made  in  the  years  1780  and 
1781,  the  population  was  as  follows  ; 

In  the  country,  336  families,  1748  perfons ;  60  more 
women  than  men. 

In  the  town,  439  families,  1444  perfons;  138  more 
women  tlian  men. 

In  the  whole  parifc,  775  fiimilies,  3192  perfons. 

Population  in  179 1  and  1792. 

In  the  country,  315  families^  1733  perfons;  only  9  more 
women  than  men. 

In  the  town,  469  families,  1610  perfons  ;  28  more  wo- 
lllen  than  men. 

In  the  whole  pariib,  784  families,  3343  perfons. 

The  diminution  of  inhabitants  in  the  country  is  owing 
to  tlie  moor  farms  having  |[one  into  fewer  hands,  and  there 

being 
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))eifl^  now  aimoft  no  cottagers  in  the  parifli.  The  proper* 
tion  between  msiks  and  females  in  the  years  1780  and 
1781,  and  at  prcfent,  ihows  the  advantages  of  peace*  and 
the  ilottrifliiiig  fiate  of  our  mannfa£hires.  At  the  former 
period,  in  coniequc-nce  of  the  American  war,  trade  was 
doll,  and  many  young  men  enlifUd  in  the  army,  or  left  the 
couatry  in  queft  of  employment ;  but  there  is  now  more 
work  'at  home  than  hands.  The  mimber  of  births  and 
deaths  cannot  be  exa£Uy  afcertained,  as  they  are  not  all  re* 
giftered.  The  births,  it  is  believed,  are  about  loc  annual-* 
ly.  in  the  year  1788,  more  than  40  children  died  of  the 
(mall-pox.  Inoculation  is  pradifed  here,  but  not  general^- 
ly,  owing  to  its  having  proved  £atal  in  one  or  two  inilances* 
The  avera^  number  of  marriages  for  8  years  paft,  has 
been  between  31  and  33*  There  have  beed  9  irregular 
marriages  during  the  laft  6  years. 

ManufoBurts^  ^r.— The  fpinning  and  manu&fturing  of 
Dutch  flax  was  once  a  coniideiabfe  article  of  trade  in  the 
town  of  Scrathaven,  but  has  been  on  the  decline  ever  fince 
the  introdu£tion  of  the  cotton  mamifafVare.  About  15 
years  ago,  from  12  to  15  hands  were  conftantly  employed 
in  drefling  flax ;  now  there  are  not  more  than  2  or  3  em- 
ployed in  it  The  principal  employment  of  the  women 
Iben  was  fpinning,  and  they  were  famous  for  making  fine 
yam.  A  coniiderable  part  of  the  yam  was  manufadured 
for  the  behoof  ot  people  in  the  place,  and  the  remainder  was 
carried  to  the  great  manu&during  towns*  Now  the  weavers 
are  almoft  wholly  employed  by  the  Glafgow  and  Paifley 
manufafturers,  and  cotton  yam  is  the  principal  materiaL 
Great  numbers  of  young  women  too  are  employed,  by  the 
fame  people,  in  flowering  muflin.  There  are  upwaids  cf  300 
looms  in  the  town  of  Strathaven,  and  about  30  tncre  in  tiie 
^country  part  of  the  pariih,  and  yet  it  is  with  great  difficulty 

that' 
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ihat  the  inhabitants  can  get  their  home-fpun  jam  mannfiiC'^ 
tared  into  cloth.  The  great  wages  made  hj  weaving,  indooes- 
many  parents  to  put  their  boys  too  early  to  that  bufinefi, 
which  (lints  their  growth,  occafioos  fwettings  about  their 
legs,  and  hurts  their  morals,  by  rendering  them  too  foon  in- 
dependent of  their  parents.  The  fame  temptation  is  pre- 
fented  to  the  girls  by  the  flowering  of  muflin,  which,  by 
confining  them  too  foon  to  a  iedentary  life,  makes  them 
pale  and  fickly,  and  is  likely  to  fubje&  them  to  nervous 
complaint  all  their  lives.  There  is  a  cotton  mill  ereding 
at  the  town  of  Strathaven,  which,  it  is  &id,  will  employ 
firom  60  to  70  hands.  There  are  other  two  in  contempla* 
tion.  About  30  years  ago,  there  was  only  i  baker  in  the 
town.  There  are  now  3,  and  all  well  employed.  The 
number  of  butchers  too  has  been  doubled  within  the  fame 
period.  There  are  22  public  houfes  in  the  pariih,  20  of 
which  are  in  the  town,  and  about  the  fame  number  of  deal- 
ers in  tea  and  tobacco.  Some  accidents  have  happened  of 
late  years,  from  the  retailing  of  bad  whiiky. — There  are 
commonly  2,  fometimes  3  furgeons  in  the  town,  and  the 
(ame  number  of  writers  *• 

Rent^  Divifion  of  Property ^  Wr.— The  valued  rent  of  the 
pariih  is  L.  765  o  Scots,  the  real  rent  is  about  .L.  6000  Ster- 
ling, exclufive  of  the  rents  of  the  houfes  in  the  town.   Thefe 

let 

*  Prices  of  Labour  ani  Provipons . — The  price  of  labour  has  advan- 
ced almoft  a  third  in  the  courfe  of  the  lall  three  or  four  years.  The  wa. 
(res  of  a  man-fenrant,  who  lives  in  the  houfe,  are  from  L.  9  to  L.  19  a- 
year ;  and  of  a  woman-fervant,  from  L.  5,  10  s.  to  L.  5.  A  labourer  by 
the  day  earns  I  s.  and  his  vi<fluals,  and  in  harvelt»  is.  6.  d.  or  is.  8.  d. 
Mafons  wages  are  now  %  s.  and  as.  2d.  aday.  In  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  town  there  is  a  go- d  deal  of  labour  in  the  fields  done  by  the  piece^  . 
efpccially  digging.  Thu  place  being  only  16  miles  diftant  from  Gla£. 
gow,  and  having  a  number  of  carrien  who  go  there  weekly,  the  price  of 
all  kinds  of  proviiioQS  is  only  a  trifle  lower  than  in  that  market. 
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let  at  from  lo  s.  to  L.  14  a-year.  The  Duke  of  Hamilton. 
is  fuperior  of  all  the  lands  in  the  parifli,  excepting  a  verj 
fmall  portion  of  temple  land,  which  is  held  of  Lord  Tor- 
phichen.  The  Duke  is  alfo  proprietor  of  between  a  third 
and  a  fourth  part  of  the  parjfli.  The  reft  is  divided  a- 
mong  a  great  number  of  heritors*  Thirteen  are  pouefled 
of  L.  100  Scots,  and  upwards,  of  valued  rent  •,  of  thefe  four 
do  not  refide  in  the  parifli.  There  is  a  confiderable  num- 
ber of  fmaller  heritors,  pofleffed  of  fingle  farms,  or  plough- 
gates  of  land,  and  a  great  many  portioners.  Several  good 
houfes  have  been  built  by  difFerent  heritors  within  thefe  %o 
years.  The  whole  pariih  is  divided  into  loi  ploughgates. 
Thefe  are  very  unequal,  both  in  value  and  extent.  No  he- 
ritor or  tenant  occupies  more  arable  land  than  he  can  labour 
eafily  with  1  plough.  There  is  i  moor  farm,  or  rather  % 
or  3  united,  which  is  very  extenfive,  and  rents  at  L.  130  a- 
year.  A  few  farms  are  rented  at  from  L.  50  to  L.  70,  but 
the  parifli  is  generally  parcelled  into  much  fraaller  farms. 

Ecclefiqftical  State^  Stipend^  W/:.— There  are  3  houfes  for 
public  worfliip  in  the  parifli,  all  of  them  fituated  at  the 
town  of  Strathaven,  which  is  £ar  from  being  centrical.  In 
the  year  1771,  the  parifli-church  was  removed  from  a  fine 
elevated  fitnation  in  the  church-yard,  and  rebuilt  in  a  low 
damp  place,  contrary  to  the  minds  of  the  great  body  of  the 
people.  The  veneration  which  they  had  for  the  ancient 
fabric,  the  place  wliere  their  fathers  had  long  worftiipped, 
the  incommodioufhefe  of  the  new  houfe,  without  feats,  and 
the  inhabitants  of  the  town  being  refufed  their  proper  pro- 
portion of  it»  determined  them  to  fet  on  foot  a  fubCcription 
for  a  chapel  of  eafe.  A  decent  houfe  was  accordingly  built^ 
and  conveniently  fitted  up  in  1776.  While  the  houfe  was 
building,  feveral  minifters  of  the  prefl)ytery  of  Relief  came 
and  preached  at  a  tent,  with  whofe  eloquence  the  people 
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were  fo  charmed,  that  they  no  longer  thought  of  a  chape! 
of  cafe,  but  of  a  Relief  meeting-houfe.  Befides  this,  there 
is  an  Antiburgher  meeting-houfe,  which  was  built  about 
the  year  1766*.  About  the  one  half  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  town,  and  almoft  two-thirds  of  the  country  part  of  the 
parifli,  ftill  adhere  to  the  Eftablifhed  Church.  The  reft 
are  either  dliTenters  of  different  denominations,  or  make  no 
religious  profefTion  of  any  kind.  Tlie  Relief  congregation 
is  numerous,  but  it  is  partly  made  up  from  the  neighbour- 
ing pariflies  of  Glasford,  Stonehoufe,  and  Kilbride.  The 
Antiburgher  congregation  is  made  up  in  the  fame  way  ;  bat 
though  of  longer  ftanding  than  the  other,  is  much  fmailef. 
There  are  ftill  a  few  of  the  old  Cameronians  in  the  pariih- 
Inftcad  of  worihipping  in  the  fields,  as  formerly,  they  now 
have  a  meeting-houfe  in  the  neighbouring  pjtrifli  of  London, 
to  which  they  oteafionally  refort.  Hie  obfervations  of  a 
worthy  clergyman  of  this  cliurch  are  fully  verified  here. 
"  Divifions  whicli  were  formed  in  anger  redound  to  the  in- 
creafe  of  knowlege  and  forbearance ;  time  moderates  the 
fiercenefs  of  wrath  ;  the  multitude  of  feAs  abates  their 
animofity ;  principle  is  refpefted^  miftakes  are  pardoned, 
nnd  tliey  are  drawn  together  again  by  the  bonds  of  hu- 
manity."— The  Duke  of  Hamilton  is  patron.— Tlie  ftipend 

is 

*  To  countera^^  fccetUivg  principles,  ind  to  tccotnodate  the  reqMte 
parts  (if  the  parifli  whh  a  buufe  :br  piibHc  urorihip,  Mr  William  Gilmout, 
preacher  of  the  gofpei,  who  had  long  been  catcchilt  in  the  parilh,  begaa 
aibo.  t  tl.c  year  1777,  to  build  k  chapel  in  a  convenient  place,  betwceft 
four  and  five  miles  diUant  from  the  pari fh -church,  lie  died  about  the 
be:;  inning  of  the  year  17 So,  fhortty  after  the  intended  cbapd.  nNwle,  cud 
fchoolmaller'f  houfc  were  roofed  in,  leaving  his  whole  efta.t«,  whch  was 
confiderable,  for  endcm^ing  the  chapel,  and  other  pious  ufes  with  in  the 
pari  h.  But  his  will,  or  rather  wills,  (for  there  were  fix  of  them,  and  all 
holograph,)  were  found  to  be  fo  perplexed,  that  the  heir  at  law  thonght 
fit  to  feixe  apon  the  cftate,  and  the  validity  of  the  wilU  has  never  yet  been 
broaght  tj  a  trial  Thai,  t.ic  good  man's  purpal'es  have  been  defeated* 
by  not  employing  a  man  of  boiinels'to  write  his  will. 
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is  6  chalders  of  vidual,  L.  600  Scots  in  money,  and  90 
xnerks  for  communion-elements ;  all  of  which  has  hitherto 
been  paid  bj  one  hand.  The  glebe  was  originally  4  acres, 
but  has  been  twice  cut  up  with  turnpike  roads  in  the  courfe 
of  the  laft  7  years  ;  fo  that  it  is  now  rendered  of  little  va- 
lue to  poflefs,  but  might  be  turned  to.  account  by  feuing  it 
for  houfe  Headings  and  gardens.  The  manfe  is  large  and 
commodious,  but  having  been  ill  built  at  firft,  is  frequently 
ftanding  in  need  of  repairs.  Belides  the  minifter,  there  is  a 
catechift  or  alSftant  preacher,  who  enjoys  a  benefice  of  50a 
merks  a-year,  mortified  by  Ann  Ducheis  of  Hamilton  in 
1710.  The  late  Mr  William  Gilmour,  above  mentioned, 
left  money  for  raifing  it  to  L.  40  Sterling }  but,  like  his 
other  bene£i&ions,  it  has  not  yet  taken  efieA. 

Scboobf  Poofi  lie. — ^The  pariih  fchoolmafter  bas  a  falary 
of  2C0  merks,  a  fchool-room,  a  dwelling-houfe,  and  a  fmall 
garden.  He  teaches  Englifh,  Latin,  Greek,  arithmetic, 
and  writing.  The  wages  are,  for  Engliih  is.  ad.  suquarter, 
and  for  the  other  branches  of  education,  is.  8  d.  The 
average  number  of  fcholars  for  the  whole  year  is  60. 
There  is  a  private  fchool  in  the  town  equally  numerous. 
The  pariih  fchoolmafter  is  commonly  precentor,  feffion- 
clerk,  and  clerk  to  the  rarifli-meetings.  There  are  always 
2,  fometimes  3  fchoo!- '..  remote  parts  of  the  parifli. — ^Moft 
of  the  poverty  to  be  found  here  may  be  traced  to  the  ufe 
of  tea,  tobacco,  and  whilky.  Thefe  luxuries  are  not  only 
too  expenfive  for  people  in  narrow  circumftances,  but  the 
conftant  ufe  of  them  begets  habits  very  unfavourable  to 
health  and  induftry.  In  this  part  of  the  country,  the  price 
of  labour  always  bears  fuch  a  proportion  to  the  neceifaries  of 
life,  as  that  the  fober  and  induftrious  may  not  only  earn 
prefent.fubfiftence,  but  may  lay  up  fomething  againft  the 
evil  day.  There  are  fome  indeed  born  in  poverty,  with 
fuch  weak  and  fickly  conftitutions  as  to  be  unable  to  work, 

and 
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and  others,  whom  age  or  difeafe,  or  cakmity,  has  leduoed 
to  want ;  thefe  no  doubt  are  peculiarly  entitled  to  relief. 
Bat  the  provifion  for  fuch  as  become  poor  through  flothi  or 
dnrnkennefa  or  fenfuality,  oc  vain  expenie,  ought  to  be  very 
fcantjr.  The  average  number  of  poor  upon  the  parifh  roU, 
for  the  lad  lo  years,  has  been  from  50  to  60.  The  funds 
for  their  fupport,  are,  the  intereft  of  L.  500  Sterling  of  (lock, 
at  44  per  cem.  the  mortcloth  money,  which  ufually  amounts 
to  about  L*  14  a-year,  a  fmall  ium  arifing  from  the  pro- 
clamation of  marriages,  and  ringing  of  the  church  bell  at 
funerals,  and  an  aflelTment  upon  the  parilb.  The  heritors 
and  kirk-feilion  meet  half-yearly,  at  Candlemas  and  Lam« 
mas,  and  proportion  the  a£reiTmeAt.  It  is  laid,  the  one  half 
upon  the  heritors,  according  to  their  valued  rent,  aad  the 
other  half  upon  boufeholders,  according  to  their  fuppofed 
circumfiances.  For  fome  years  pad  it  has  amounted  to 
L.  100  Sterling  a-year.  The  penfioners  are  paid  month* 
ly  by  the  coUeftor,  who  has  a  fmall  £ilary  for  his  trou- 
ble*. 

jifUiquities^  Names  of  Places^  l^c.— A  Roman  road  or 
caufeway,  can  be  traced  for  feveral  miles  on  the  fouth  fide 

of 

*  Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to  pay  them  oftener,  and  to  give  them 
part  of  their  allowance  ia  meal.  Before  they  can  be  admitted,  they  mnft 
apply  by  petition  at  one  of  the  hrJf  yearly  meetings,  and  make  an  afligna- 
tion  of  all  their  cffe^s  to  th«  parMh.  Of  thcfe  an  inventvry  is  taken, 
and  tk«y  are  fold  afler  their  death.— The  coUe^iom  mada  in  the  p«riik 
church  are  allowed  for  exigencies.— >There  are  two  fmall  mortificntiona 
for  paying  fchooUwages,  and  purchafing  Bibles  and  catechifms,  for  the 
children  of  the  poor.  Befides  thefe  funds,  the  incorporated  trades,  (of 
which  there  are  four  in  the  town,)  have  each  of  them  a  box  as  it  i« 
called,  oat  of  which  they  make  d^ribations  among  their  indigent  and. 
diArelled  members.  The  calamity  which  arofe  from  the  failure  of  crqp 
178a,  was  greatly  alleviated,  by  their  laying  out  part  of  their  ftock  in 
the  purcbafe  of  grain,  which  they  fold  at  (aad  in  fome  cafes  under)  prime 
coft. 
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Strathaven  was  once  a  coniiderable  thoroughfare.  But 
owing  to  the  iujudicious  manner  in  which  the  road  from 
Hamilton  has  been  conduQed,  it  is  now  almoft  deferted,  and 
the  toll  levied  upon  it  is  fcarccly  fufficient  to  keep  it  in  re- 
pair. The  rage  for  ftraight  lines  which  prevailed  about  30 
years  ago,  made  the  truflees  carry  it  over  all  the  heighfs, 
though  it  might  have  been  fliortened  confiderably  by  car- 
rying it  in  a  more  level  direftion.  A  new  turnpike  road 
between  Glafgow  and  Dumfries,  by  Muirkirk  and  San« 
quhar,  which  was  begun  in  1 790,  and  is  now  almoft  com- 
pleted, likewife  pafles  through  this  parifli,  and  crofles  the 
other  at  the  town  of  Strathaven.  But  this  road  does  ftill 
Icfe  credit  to  the  conductors  of  it  than  the  former.  A  rage 
for  crooked  lines,  for  carrying  it  through  fwamps  and 
morailes,  for  cutting  down  heights,  and  making  mound 
bridges  acrofs  vallies,  has  made  them  almoft  uniformly  de- 
Tiate  from  the  fliorteft  and  moft  level  line  of  diredion  be- 
tween the  points  fpecified  in  the  aft  of  Parliament.  Thefe 
follies  muft  be  attended  with  very  ferious  confequcnces  to 
travellers,  if  ever  this  road  comes  to  be  much  frequented. 
By  ftraying  off  the  metalled  part  of  the  road  in  a  dark 
flight,  or  when  the  ground  happens  to  be  covered  with 
Ihow,  a  rider  may  lofe  his  horfe  in  a  fv^amp ;  and  the 
mound  btidges  are  no  lefs  dangerous,  if  not  ftrongly  railed 
in.  It  was  impoffible,  indeed,  to  avoid  fwampy  ground  be- 
tween this  parifti  and  Muirkirk  j  but  to  go  round  in  queft 
of  a  morafs  between  Glafgow  and  Strathaven  is  altogether 
unaccountable.  In  confequence  of  deviating  fo  much  from 
the  proper  line  of  direftion,  this  road  has  coft  three  times 
the  fum  at  which  it  was  eftimated,  when'application  wa« 
made  for  the  aft  of  Parliament  to  carry  it  into  execution  : 
And  only  a  few  miles  of  it  were  made,  when  the  truftees 
were  under  the  necejQity  of  applying  for  another  aft  to  en- 
able them  to  borrow  more  money,  and  im^pofe  heavier  tolL 
Yql.  IX.  3 1)  durieafi 
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duties.  Thcfc  are  extremely  high^  A  perfon  riding  % 
horfe  from  Strathaven  to  Glafgow,  which  is  only  \6  miles, 
pajs  fyd-  &  iingle-horfe  cart  pays  8d  and  a  four  wheeled 
chaife  3  s.  2  d.  a  heavier  duty  than  is  paid  in  any  part  of 
Scotland,  for  travelling  the  fame  length  of  road  *.  There  are 
three  bridges  over  the  Avon  in  this  pnriih.  The  firft  was 
built  by  Ann  Duchefs  of  Hamilton  about  the  beginning  of 
this  century,  and  is  now  on  the  line  of  the  Muirkirk  road. 
The  other  two  have  been  built  lince,  partly  by  the  county, 
and  partly  by  the  pariili.  The  flatute  labour  is  commuted 
at  the  rate  of  I2S.  upon  the  ploughgate  of  land,  and  from 
1 8.  to  2  s.  upon  houfeholders.  This  fund  will  foon  put  the 
parilh  roads,  and  the  bridges  over  the  fmaller  llrean^s,  in 
excellent  repair,  as  materials  are  every  where  eafy  to  bo 
fpundL 

Antiquiiits^  Nam0s  of  Places ^  \3c. —  A  Roman  road  or 
paufeway,  can  be  traced  for  feveral   miles  on  the  fputh  fide 

of 

•  To  remedy  fuch  abufes,  no  ro8u!-bill  ought  to  be  allowed  to  bo 
brought  into  Parliament  till  it  has  been  printed  and  circulated,  for  fix 
months  at  lealt,  in  the  couuty  or  counties  through  which  the  propofed 
road  is  to  pafs,— furvcyors  invited  by  advertifcinent  in  the  newfpapers, 
to  afceitain  by  menfuration  the  fliorteft  and  mod  level  line  between  the 
points  fixed  upon  in  the  bill,— and  contradlors  to  ^t  in  cftimates,  ac* 
cording  to  which  they  are  ready  to  undertake  the  making  of  the  road. 
Had  thele  regulations  been  adopted  long  ago,  a  deal  of  private  jobbing 
had  been  prevented,  in  this  neighbourhood  at  leaft,  much  money  faved 
to  the  public,  and  individuals  fecured  againft  having  their  properties  cut 
up  more  than  once  on  account  of  the  fame  road.  But  it  is  hoped,  that 
Government  will  foon  take  the  management  of  the  turnpikes  into  their 
hands.  They  would  produce  a  great  revenue ;  and  by  employing  the 
military  upon  the  roads  in  time  of  peace,  tlie  price  of  labour  would  be 
kept  moderate,  the  rapid  rife  cf  which,  in  this  part  of  the  country,  is  en- 
tirely owing  to  the  n  aking  of  roads.  The  foldiery  too,  by  fuch  labori* 
pus  ero]>loyii.ent,  wpuld  become  more  hardy  aid  left  debaochcd»  and  « 
^nfeyigDtly  left  hurtful  to  the  morajs  of  their  Ibllow  citize&s* 
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bf  the  Avon.  On  the  lame  fide  of  the  river,  there  are  3 
chapek  named  after  different  faints,  which  were  pr6bably 
places  of  worfliip,  where  the  clergy  belonging  to  the  neigh* 
bottring  abbey  6f  Lefmahagoe,  officiated  at  timei  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  before  this  diilri<^  was  ere&ed  into 
a  parifli.  An  honeft  man,  who  happened  to  dig  up  fome 
human  bones  near  one  of  thefe  chapels^a  while  ago,  remarks 
cd,  that  the  people  in  old  times  had  been  much  about  the 
fame  fize  as  at  prefent;-^The  town  of  Strathaven  was  e« 
re^ed  into  a  burgh  of  barony  in  the  year  1450,  with  the! 
tfual  privileges,  and  had  an  extenlive  commonty ;  all  of 
which  has  long  ago  become  private  property.  It  has  a 
Weel^ly  market,  and  a  number  of  annual  fairs  \  but  having 
no. public  funds,  has  no  other  magiftracy  than  a  baron  bailie 
appointed  by  the  Duke  of  Hamilton.  This  pariih  was 
anciently  a  patt  of  the  eftate  of  Douglas,  which  being  for* 
feitcd  in  the  reign  of  James  I.  continued  in  the  hands  of 
the  Crown  till  the  year  1436,  when  it  was  ereAed  mto  a 
barony  in  favour  of  Andrew  Stuart,  grandfon  of  Murdoch 
Duke  of  Albany,  who  was  at  that  time  created  Lord 
Avendalc)  and  made  warden  of  the  eaft  marches  to- 
wards England.  He  built  the  caltle  of  Avendale ; 
and  upon  the  acceflion  of  James  ill.  was  made  Chan- 
cellor of  Scotland.  Andrew  feconJ  Lord  Avendale,  hti* 
ving  a  feud  with  fome  of  the  neighbouring  barons,  and. 
wifhing  to  live  at  a  diltance  from  them,  exchanged  the  ba- 
rony of  Avendale  wiih  Sir  James  Hamilton  of  Finnart^ 
for  the  barony  of  Ochiltree  in  Ayrihire,  in  the  year  1534, 
which  is  ratified  by  an  ad  of  Parliament  in  1543  •,  and 
Andrew  Stuart  allowed  the  ftyle  of  Ochiltree,  with  the 
precedency  of  Avendale.  It  would  ippear,  that  Lord 
Caftleftuart,  of  the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  confiders  himfelf 
the  reprefcnUtive  ot  this  family,  us  he  is  now  claiming  the 
title  of  Lord  Ochiltree.  By  the  imprudence  of  Sir  James 
Hamilton,  the  barony  of  Avendale  fooo'  came  into  the 
hands  of  his  brother,  the  Earl  of  Arran,  anU  has  continued 

in 
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in  the  family  of  Hamilton  ever  fince.  The  cafile  of  A.^ct^ 
dale  ftands  upon  a  rocky  eminence  at  the  town  of  Stratb* 
•Ten,  near  a  fmall  water  called  Pomilion,  which  falb  into- 
the  Avon  about  a  mile  below.  It  was  furrounded  by  » 
Itrong  wall,  with  turrets  at  certain  diilances,  and  the  en« 
trance  was  fecured  by  a  draw-bridge.  This,  and  the  cafile 
of  Arran,  were  alternately  the  refi^ence  of  Ann  Ducheis 
of  Hamilton,  during  the  ufurpation  of  Oliver  Cromwell, 
This  worthy  Lady  always  remembered  the  attachment 
fliown  by  her  tenants  and  vafTals  in  the  days  of  her  adver- 
fity,  and  paid  an  annual  vifit  to  this  place  at  the  celebratioa 
of  the  Lord's  Supper,  till  ihe  was  prevented  by  the  infir- 
mities of  old  age.  She  died  in  the  year  17x6,  after  whicb 
the  cafile  of  Avendale  was  no  longer  kept  in  repair,r-.-The 
names  of  fome  places,  fuch  2s  Kirk  wood,  Hawk  wood,  feem  to 
indicate,  that  this  diftri£l  was  once  adorned  with  woods ;  of 
which  there  are  no  longer  any  veftiges,  but  what  are  com* 
mon  every  where,  large  trunks  of  oak  and  birch  buried  ia 
deep  morafies.  The  names  of  places  are  all  £n4>lifti,  with 
a  very  few  exceptions,  fuch  as  Kype,  Carnduff,  Drumclog^ 
This  laft  place  is  famous  for  a  rencotmter  between  the  Cove- 
nanters and  a  party  of  dragoons,  in  nhich  the  latter  were  de- 
feated. On  Sunday  the  ifiof  June  1 679,  the  Covenanters  had 
aflembled  for  divine  fervice  at  Drumclog,  to  the  number  of 
about  300  armed  men.  That  they  might  not  be  furprifed 
by  a  fudden  attack,  they  had  placed  a  watch  on  Loudon- 
hill,  a  remarkable  eminence  about  a  mile  difiant,  conv 
manding  a  view  of  the  whole  cocmtry.  Captain  Graham* 
of  Claverhoufe,  afterward  Viicount  of  Dundee^  being  ap- 

prifed 

•  Thji  gentleman  wm  extremely  obnoxioiM  to  the  covenanters.  A 
lefpcdYable  heritor  In  this  parifli,  whofe  grandfather  was  at  Drumclog, 
remembers  to  have  heard  him  tell,  that  he  lay  behind  a  hUlock,  and  fired^ 
eight  fliots  at  Claveihoufe.  On  the  grave-ftooes  of  the  people  who  fell 
on  this  and  other  occafions,  fome  of  which  are  io  rhym^  he  is  defigned 
Mlwiy  Graham  of  Cla^nJ^ufe. 
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prized  of  the  meeting,  marched,  the  morning  of  the  fame 
daj,  from  Hamilton  with  his  cavalry.  They  were  fpied 
by  the  watch  fhortly  after  they  paiTed  btrathaven  *,  whd 
ran  and  informed  their  brethren  of  the  approach  of  the  t* 
nemy.  After  prayer,  by  their  miniiler  Mr  William  Ha* 
milton,  who  a£ted  likewife  as  commanding  officer,  they 
drew  up  in  order,  took  their  ftation,  and  gave  the  foldiers 
ft  reception  very  different  from  what  they  expeftcd. 
Thirty  of  them  were  killed :  Captain  Graham  had  hit 
horfe  (hot  under  him,  and  made  a  very  natrow  efcape. 
The  Covenanters  loft  only  a  few  men.  Their  horfes  were 
a  great  incumbrance  to  the  dragoons,  the  place  of  a^on 
being  almoft  furroujided  with  fwainpy  ground.  Had  the 
Covenanters  purfued  their  advantage,  it  is  believed  that 
they  might  have  cut  the  whole  party  to  pieces..  The  fuc- 
eefs  of  the  Covenanters,  on  this  occafion,  encouraged  them  to 
mufter  an  army  of  8gco  men,  about  three  weeks  afterward*^ 
at  Bothwell  bridge,  and  difpute  that  pafTage  with  the  King'b 
forces,  commanded  by  the  Duke  of  Monmouth.  Here^ 
however,  they  were  defeated  with  great  flaughter,  and 
1200  of  them  taken  prifoners.  After  the  battle,  the  Duke 
marched  his  army  into  this  pariih,  with  the  view,  as  was 
apprehended,  of  revenging  the  affair  of  Drumclog*  But 
after  remaining  for  a  few  days,  during  which  the  cavalry 
ate,  up  moft  of  the  grain  in  the  country,  the  army  retired 
without  doing  any  mifchief.  The  men  were  under  good 
difcipline^  and  the  Duke  behaved,  in  every  refped,  with  a 
generoiity  becoming  his  high  rank. 

Mifcellaneous  Ob/ervanons.-^Thls  pariih  is  well  watered, 
and  needs  only  incloiing  and  ihelter  to  make  it  an  excel* 

lent 

*  StratliaTcn  ik 7  miles  from Htmiltofl,  and  Dramdogbetwcen  5  and  € 
horn  Strathaven ;  fo  that  the  dragoons  bad  a  autciiof  more  than  xa  miles 
Mora  the  ensagemenU 
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lent  grazing  coantry.     Mod  of  the  low  grounds  hare  ii* 
deed  been  incijfed  with  hedge  and  ditch,   but  there  attf 
very  few  fences  in  the  pariQi.     The  graflj  foil  is  inimical 
to  young  thomsy  and  few  people  can  be  at  the  pains  to 
weed  them  often  enough.     Perhaps  it  would  be  better  to 
plant  hedges  of  beech  or  laryx.     Till  the  lands  are  inclo- 
ied  with  fufficient  fences,  the  farmers  cannot  well   turn 
their  attention  to  green  crops,  a  thing  much  to  be  wiihed« 
For  want  of  thcfc,  their  cattle  are  fed  on  oat  ftraw  and 
coarfe  hay  for  aloioft  fix  months  in  the  year.     The  confe- 
quence  is«  that  they  are  quite  dried  up  and  emaciated  be- 
fore they  get  upon  the  grafs  in  the  month  of  May  ;  and 
every  body  knows  that  cattle  mult  be  in  good  plight,  be- 
fore they  can  yield  milk  either  of  good  quality,  or  in  any 
confiderable  quantity.     Shelter  is  alfo  much  wanted  here. 
The  Duke  of  Hamilton*s  eftate  in  the  parifli  confifts  of 
upwards  of  11,400  acres  t  Were  two  or  three  hundred  of 
th  fe  laid  out  in  belts  of  plantation,  as  has  been  done  in  the 
parifli  of    Hamilton,  it  would  both  beautify  the  fcenery 
and  mend  the  climate.     The  fmall  plantations  which  have 
been  made  by  fome  reiiding  heritors,  and  the  few  trees 
which  are  about  almoft  every  farra-houfe,  fliow  that  planta- 
tions will  thrive  here.     Confiderable  improvements  have 
been  made  of  late  years,  by  draining  the  wet  grounds,  and 
lowing   them  with  Polifh  oats.     A  deep  morafs  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Stratbaven,   which  was  not  worth  a  fliil- 
ling  the  acre,  has  thus  been  brought  to  let  at  a  guinea. 
The  grievance  which  the  farmers  here  moft  complain  of 
is  the  tax  upon  faddlc-horfes      Few  of  them  can  afford  to 
keep  a  horfe  for  the  purpofe  of  riding  •,  yet  if  they  mount 
a  labouring  horfe  on   Sunday  to  go  to  church,  they  are* 
charged.      The  rigorous  execution  of  this  aft  has   done 
more  toward?   fouring  their   minds  Pgainft    Government^ 
than  all  the*feditious  pamphlets  that  have  been  publiihed^ 
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PARISH    OF    MARYTON, 


(CouHTT  OF  Forfar,  Stnod  of  Angus  and  MearkSi 
Presbttsrt  of  Br£CH1N.) 


By  tie  Rev*  Mr  James  Wilson. 


Boundaries,  Efiates,  Extent^  Air,  iSc. 

THIS  parifli  is  bounded  on  the  N.  by  the  river  of 
Southeik  and  the  bafon  or  back  fands  of  Montrofe ; 
on  the  S.  bj  the  fea  and  the  parifli  of  LunsOi.  There  are 
only  now  two  eftates  here,  Old  Montrofe  and^  Djfart. 
Old  Montrofe  was  the  property  of  the  great  family  of 
Montrofe,  till  the  reign  of  Charles  IL  We  then  find  it  in 
^  the  poiTeffion  of  the  famous  Earl  of  Middleton.  Since  that 
time  it  has  pafTed  through  the  hands  of  a  great  many,  and 
is  now  the  property  of  Sir  David  Carnegie,  Baronet,  of 
Southeik.  From  its  name,  one  might  be  apt  to  imagine, 
that  there  had  been  a  town  here  before  the  prefent  town  of 
Montrofe  was  built ;  but  of  this  there  remains  no  tradition. 
Bonnyton,  which  is  now  joined  to  Old  Montrofe,  was 
(be  ieat  of  the  £unily  of  Wood.    It  is  only  within^  thefe 

few 
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&w  years  paft  that  the  remains  of  the  old  caflle  fell  down* 
It  had  been  regalarlj  fortified,  with  a  complete  ditch  a- 
Tound  it,  which  ilill  remain^  entire.  Djiart  belongs  to 
Thomas  Carnegie,  £fq;  of  Craigo,  and  was  purchafed  not 
many  jeais  ago  bj  his  familj.  None  of  the  heritors  re* 
fide.— This  parifli  contains  altogether  from  2500  to  3000 
acres  of  land.  The  valued  rent  is  L,  3000  Scots,  and  the 
real  rent  about  L.  1700  ox  L.  1800  Sterlbg.  The  lands 
in  general  are  not  high  rented.  In  the  greatefi  part  of  this 
parifh  the  lands  lie  very  lo\f ,  almoft  on  a  level  with  the 
fea  -,  this,  together  with  the  fogs  that  rife  from  the  bafon  of 
Montrofe,  makes  the  air  damp.  This  parifh  often,  efpe- 
cially  in  the  fpring  months,  when  the  eafterl/  winds  pre- 
vail  is  involved  in  a  eloud,  when  it  is  bright  fun-fhine  % 
mile  or  two  to  the  weftward.  Agues  were  very  common 
here  before  the  low  grounds  were  drained  \  out  fince  that 
event  took  place,  the  people  are  in  general  healthy,  and 
many  of  them  live  to  a  good  old  age.  It  were  to  be  wiih- 
ed  that  the  lower  clafTes  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  inocu- 
late their  children  for  the  fmalUpox ;  but  ao  arguments 
will  pcrfuade  thtm  to  lay  afide  their  abfurd  prejudices.  If 
this  mode  were  adopted,  the  Uvea  of  many  cliildren  might 
be  favcd  to  the  community. 

Population^  He, — According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  was  then,  633.  This  pariiK  is  not  very 
populous,  their  being  no  villages  in  it,  nor  manufaflures  of 
any  kind.  The  whole  parifli  is  divided  into  large  farms  ; 
and  thefe  requiring  only  a  dated  number  of  peoplq  for  their 
cultivation,^  any  increafe  that  may  arife  mufi  go  to  other 
places  for  employment.  Being  fo  near  the  portof.Mon- 
trofe,  a  great  many  of  the  young  men  go  to  fea.  There 
are  no  records  of  the  number  of  inhabitants  before  the  pre* 
fentf  inpmstl^eat  was  {Battled  ia  %^^i.    In  1779,  ^^  number 
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^T  people  above  15  years  of  age  was  369 ;  in  1786,  a  pe- 
riod of  7  years,  there  were  367  people  abore  r5  years  of 
age,  and  141  under  15,  in  all  509.  In  January  179/,  ano- 
.ther  period  of  7  years,  the  ilate  of  the  population  is  as  fol- 
lows : 

(Tnder  10  years  of  age,  •  139 

Between  10  and  20,  ...  ^2 

■  20  and  30,  -             -  8i     ' 
30  and  40,  .             .  71 

40  and  50,  -  -  70 

»             JO  and  60,  ,  -  -  28 

-^ —  60  and  70,  -  -  30 

■  70  and  80,  -  -  15 
*■           80  and  90»  .   -  -  .3 

Total,  529 

The  increafe  fince  1786  is  20;  and  the  caufeofitis, 
fome  of  the  principal  tenants  having  fubfet  part  of  their 
lands*  The  average  of  the  number  of  baptifms,  as  nearly 
.as  can  be  afcertained  for  14  years  paft,  is  annually  18 ; 
marriages  5  ;  and  burials  12 ;  but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that 
the  regifter  of  baptifms,  burials  and  marriages,  is  not  fo  re« 
gularly  kept  as  formerly,  owing  to  the  tax  upon  the  regi- 
ftration,  trifling  as  it  Is.  The  common  people,  not  being 
compelled  to  pay  it,  rather  choofe  to  fave  3  d.  than  to 
have  either  a  baptifm,  burial  or  marriage,  inferted  in  the 
regifter. 

SoU^  AgriMturij  6r.-— The  foil  in  this  parifli  is  various, 
according  to  the  fituation.  Upon  the  low  grounds  of  Old 
Montrofe  it  is  a  ftrong  deep  clay,  commonly  called  in 
Scotland  Carfe  land,  admirably  adapted  for  wheat.  There 
is  a  fmall  ridge  of  hills  that  runs  through  the  pariih  from 
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E.  to  W.  and  divides  Old  Montrore  from  Dylart.  Thc^ 
foil  upon  thefe  rifing  grounds  is  in  general  a  very  fine  loam, 
which  bears  excellent  crops  of  barley,  turnips  and  grab. 
Upon  the  lands  of  Dyfart»  as  they  lie  higher,  the  foil  is  of 
a  lighter  quality  than  Old  Montrofe.-— This  pariih  is  in  a 
pretty  high  (late  of  cultivation,  and  would  have  been  much 
more  fo,  were  it  not  for  the  pernicious  effeds  of  long  leafes 
and  low  rents,  leafes  let  many  years  ago,  and  many  years 
of  them  dill  to  run.  Improvement  of  land  on  a  large  fcalct 
and  to  extent,  did  not  take  place  in  this  part  of  the 
country  till  of  late  years,  when  the  old  leafes  were  at  aa 
end,  and  the  rents  were  raited.  Farmers,  like  men  of  o- 
ther  profeflions,  muft  be  fpurred  on  to  induftry  by  necefli- 
ty.  Thofe  who  poiFelfed  the  old  leafes  found  that  they 
could  live  as  their,  fitthers  had  done  before  them,  and  were 
fatisfied  with  the  day  of  fmall  things.  If  they  got  a  live- 
lihood with  eafe,  they  were  pot  anxious  for  wealth,  when 
accompanied  with  exertion.  It  would  be  injuftice,  howe- 
ver, not  to  acknowledge,  that  fome  of  the  tenants  who  pof- 
feCs  the  old  leafes  are  now  beginning  to  go  on  with  fpirit 
an4  induftry :  but  that  was  not  the  cafe^  till  they  were 
fbown  a  good  example  \  and  perhaps,  but  from  necef&ty, 
that  example  yvould  never  have  been  fhown  them.  There 
is  much  fine  land  in  this  parifli  let  at  xos.  the  acre,  and 
^ven  under  that ;  and  yet  the  tenants  are  not  more  wealthy 
than  their  neighbours,  who  pay  30  s.  the  acre  for  land  of 
no  better  quality.  What  can  be  the  reafon  of  thls»  but 
that  the  former  are  not  fo  induftrious  as  the  latter,  owing 
to  long  leafes  and  low  rents.  Great  as  the  improvements 
^re,  which  have  been  made  in  this  part  of  Scotland,  within 
thefe  few  years  paft,  yet  the  land  is  by  no  means  ar- 
rived at  that  value  to  which  it  is  capable  of  being  raifed* 
^— There  are  two  modes  followed  in  cropping  the  ftrong 
clay  land  in  this  pariih.    The  one  is  firfl  a  fallow^  with  50 
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iiolk  of  lime  fhelk  to  the  acre,  and  well  .dunged  ;  the  land ' 
ii  then  fown  with  wheat.  The  next  crop  is  peafe  ot 
beans;  after  that  barley  and  gfafifceds,  generally  red  clo- 
ver ;  I  jear  in  grars,  which  is  cut  atid  giveh  to  the  horfies 
in  the  houfe.  After  the  grafs,  oats  -»  then  a  fallow  again, 
and  fo  on.  The  other  mode  is  firft  a  fallow'^  theii  wheat ; 
peafe  or  beans  after  the  wheat ;  then  barley ;  then  oats; 
After  the  oats,  a  fallow,  ahd  fo  on.  There  are  likewife 
two  modes  followed  in  cropping  the  lighter  foils.  One  is, 
the  land  is  mad6  free  of  weeds,  and  the  foil  reduced  -,  it 
is  then  limed  and  dunged,  and  fown  with  turnips  in  the 
drill ;  after  the  turnips,  barley  and  grais- feeds ;  two  years 
in  gtafs,  the  firft  cut  for  hay,  the  fecohd  for  paihire  ;  then 
a  crop  of  oats  ;  after  this  turnips,  &c.  according  to  the  a- 
bove  rotation.  The  cither  mode  is,  the  land  having  been 
4  or  5  years  in  gfais  is  limed,  and  broken  up  for  oats  j  after 
the  oats  barley,  then  a  green  crop  ;  after  that  barley  and 
grais-feeds,  when  it  is  laid  down  for  pafture,  and  remain^ 
in  that  ftate  4  or  5  years.  The  average  returns  Of  an  acre 
ire;  wheat  10  bolls,  barley  8  bolls,  oats  8,  beans  from  8  to 
14,  peafe  from  4  to  10.  The  grain  in  general  is  of  a  very 
fine  quality.  An  acf^  of  turnips  is  worth  from  L.  4  to 
L.  5  Sterling.  A  good  deal  of  flax  was  formerly  raifed  in 
this  pariih,  but  that  praAice  is  now  much  given  up,  it  hal- 
ving been  found  by  experience  nbt  to  be  J>rofitable.  Thft 
hu(bandry  b  almoft  all  carried  on  by  horfes,  there  not  being 
above  one  oxen  plough  in  the  pariih.  Ploughs,  with  a 
ih*ong  horfes  in  each,  are  liniverfally  ufed.  Th^  tenants 
bteed  a  good^maiiy  of  their  horfes  th^mfelves.  The  farm- 
ers, upon  the  lighter  foils,  likewife  rear  a  number  of  black 
cattle ;  but  the  ftrong  land  not  being  well  adapted  for  paf^ 
tare,  the  tenants  keep  but  few  cattle  through  the  fnmmer. 
Ih  order  to  confume  the  ftraw,  and  make  dung  for  th^ 
fatmi  they  either  purchaie  cattle  in  the  autumn  and  fee 

.     .  them 
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tbem  off  in  the  fpring,  or  take  into  their  draw  yards  caa^- 
tie  ^rom  the  gmziers,  who  pay  fo  much  a^ead  for  theia» 
aocordixig  to  their  fixe  *• 

jldvanta^f,^^T\xis  parifh  derives  mnch  advantage  from 
its  vicioity  to  the  town  of  Mqmroiet  where  the  farmer  has 
always  a  ready  market  for  every  thing  that  he  can  raife, 
and  where  in  return  he  can  pnrchife  whatever  he  wants 
for  the  ufe  of  his  fiirm  or  his  family.  Another  very 
great  advantage  is  the  open  navigation  from  Montrofe  to 
Old  Montrofe,  where  coals  are  landed  for  fud  to  the  inha- 
bitants, and  likewiie  great  quantities  of  lime  both  from 
Sunderland  and  Lord  Elgin's  lime-works,  for  manure. 
Ve0eb  of  50  or  60  tons  burden  can,  at  ftream  tides,  land 
with  eafe  at  the  harbour  of  Old  Montrofe.  A  canal  has 
been  proje^d,  and  perhaps  one  day  will  be  cairied  from 
thence  to  Brechin.  This  would  complete  the  navigatioa 
between  Brechin  and  Montrofe,  and  would'of  courfe  not 

•  Price  of  Lahour. — ^Thc  prtcc  of  labour  is  very  high.  The  wages, 
of  a  commoTi  ploughman  are  from  L.  8  to  L.  to  Stel'ling  a-year;  a  fer-^ 
^ant  maid  from  L.  2, 10  s.  t»  L.  3.  A  ftout  man  will  get  from  L.  f«  los. 
:to  \..  %  for  the  harveft ;  a  woman  from  L.  i  to  L.  i,  5  s.  The  wafes  of 
.a  common  (labourer  .are  i  s.  a-dajr.  Yet  notwithftanding.  the  high  price  of 
labour,  the  common  people  are  not  richer  than  formerly  :  Although  their 
revenue  be  greater,  they  \A\  nothing  to  their  capital,  feldom  think  of 
iaving  any  thing  to  fap^rt  them  in  their  old  age.  All  is  fpent  upon  the' 
^ck  and  the  belly  ;  they  emt  and  drink  better,  and  are  better  cloathed.  The 
ploughman  now  defpifes  the  hume-inade  fuit  of  blue  or  grey,  and  all  of 
the  fame  piece  ;  He  comes  to  church  on  Sunday  drefled  iu  a  coat  of  £ng. 
liOi  cloath,  a  fancy  veft,  corduroy  breeches,  white  thread  (lockings,  plated 
buckles,  &c.  All  of  them  wear -hats  ;  not  a  Scotch  bonnet  is  to  be  feea. 
The  dreis  of  the  women  is  as  much  cJianged  as  that  of  the  men.  Tlic- 
country  lafs  makes  her  appearance  at  churdi,  or  a  wedding.  dre0ed  in  the 
manufadures  of  Mancheiler,  Glafgow,  and  Paiiley.  Thus  the  improve- 
ifieiit  of  the  land  is  the  enrichment  of  the  kingdojn^'and  the  fail  could  not* 
be  fpfcad  without  the  aififtaace  of  the  plough. 
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4niy  6e  of  fingnlar  advantage  to  both  thefe  towjis^  but  Uke* 
wife  to  all  the  adjacent  countiy  *• 

Maryton-Law. — Maryton-Law  is  a  fmall  eminence  fi- 
tuated  upon  a  rock  npon  the  top  of  one  of  the  hills  for- 
merly mentioned.  It  is  evidently  artificial,  and  probably 
in  foi:mer  times  has  been  either  an  alarm  poft,  as  it  com* 
mands  a  great  extent  of  country,  or  a  place  whtre  the 
great  family  of  Rf ontrofe  diftributed  juftice  to  their  vaffab. 
From  the  top  of*  it  is  ohe  of  the  moft  beautiful  prof^efts  in 
Scotland.  To  the  north,  (clofe  under  the  eye),  is  the  rich 
and  fertile  country  extending  from  Brechin  to  Montrofe,  on 
Both  (ides  of  the  river  Southe/k, where  are  interfperfed  a  num- 
ber of  elegant  gentlemens  feats-;  a  fine- view  of  both  towns, 
with  the  bafon  and  harbour  of  Montrofe,  and  in  the  back 
grov.nd  are  the  Grampian  hills.  To  the  eaft  is  the  well  cut^« 
livated  patifli  of  Craig,  with  a  great  cxpanfc  of  the  Ger- 
man 

*-  Ft/bcriet.'^Jtk  tke  river  Sonthdk,  wKicb  is  die  n^ttlleni  boundatrjr  o£ 
Ibis  pari(h«  there  is  groat  pUntj  of  fiihi  falnwn,  grilfe,  fea-trout«  finnoclUy. 
ztid  a  variety  of  river-trout.  In  the  month  of  May.  a  prodigious  ^antity- 
of  beautiful  clear  fmaU  trouts,  called  fmouts,  make  their  appearance. 
They  are  evidtotly^  the  falmon-fry  that  were  fpawned  in  the  autumn  be«. 
fbie,  and  are  then  going  down  the  river  to  the  fea,  where  they  arrive  aC- 
maturity,  A  vaft  variety  of  aquatic  birds  frequent  the  bafoA»  or,, as  it  ia 
commonly  called,  the  back  iandi  of  Montrofe,  efpccialiy  in  the  winter 
feafon  ;  fuch  as  wild  gcefe,  ducks  of  various  forts,  and  in  amazing  num- 
bers ;  a  variety  of  gnlls,  coirnorants,  Tea- magpies,  goMen-eyer,  corlieus,  he- 
rons. &c.  &c.  The  wild  geefe  arrive  in  greatflocks  about  the  end  of 
.  Oidlober,  and  generally  remain  till  March.  They  frequent  the  fields  in 
the  low  grounds  through  the  day,  where  they  feed  upon  the  wbeat-ftub- 
ble  in  autumn,  and  the  green  wheat  in  winter :  They  always  return  to 
the  bafon  at  night.  The  ducks,  on  the  contrary,  remain  in  the  bafen. 
through  the  day ;  but  when  the  night  falls,  the^  go  to  the  land,  and  feed- 
upon  the  barley-ilubble  fields.  Beth  the  geefe  and  ducks  are  very  fino 
Hirds  for  eating.  In  fevere  ftorms,  of  long  continuance,  there  are  likewife 
Ibme  fwans  in  the  bafon,  but  they  do  not  remain  long.  There  are  grear 
plenty  of  -partridges  in  this  parifb.  and  fome,  quails,  but  they  are  rare : 
Haces  are  fcarce,  there  being  Uttle  covec 
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man  ocean.    To  the  fouth  is  Lunan  bay,  the  red  head  ot 
'  Arbroath,  and  the  profped  is  terminated  by  the  £ith  df 
Forth,  and  the  coaft  of  Lothian. 

'  Stipendj  Scbool^  Poor^  &c. — The  manle  was  built  4  years 
ago,  and  is  one  of  the  bed  finiihed  in  the  county.  The 
ftipend  is  -  76  bolls  of  meal,  45  bolls  of  barley,  and  L.  19 
Sterling  in  money.  The  glebe  confifis  of  about  6  acres  of 
very  good  land.  The  King  is  patron.— The  fchoolmafter's 
ialary  is  about  L.  5  Sterling  a  year ;  and  as  the  parifli  is 
fmall,  his  perquifites  are  not  coniiderable.  A  new  church 
was  built  laft  year,  which  is  both  elegant  and  commodious, 
and  to  the  praife  of  the  heritdirs  be  it  fpoken,  not  a  farthing 
demanded  for  feat-rents  \  a  pradtife  by  no  means  common  in 
Scotland,  but  highly  worthy  of  imitation.— -The  poor  are 
maintainedirom  the  intereit  of  a  fund  of  about  L.  jco  Sterl. 
and  the  weekly  colleAions,  which  are  very  trifling,  owing 
to  the  greatnefs  of  the  poors  funds,  the  people  not  being 
yery  apt  to  give,  when  they  know  that  there  is  little  oc- 
cafion  for  their  charity.  Thefe  great  funds  are  a  I0&  to  a- 
Hy  pariih.  They  are  the  catlfe  of  a  number  of  pobr  co- 
ming into  it,  when  Lhe\  know  that  they  will  be  maintdA* 
ed.  They  tend  to  make  the  lower  clafles  greedy  and  la- 
zy, and  to  live  beyond  their  incomes,  and  very  carelefs  a* 
bout  feving  any  thing  to  provide  for  a  family,  or  to  fup- 
port  them  in  old  age.  They  likewife  put  a  ftop  to  that 
charity  among  the  common  people,  which  is  the  bond  of 
afiedlon  between  man  and  man,  and  which  tends  more 
than  any  thing  elfe  to  humanize  the  mind. 

Manners, — The  people  of  this  pariih,  except  5  or  6  in- 
dividuals,  are  all  of  the  Eftabliihed  religion,  and  very  regu* 
kr  in  their  attendance  on  public  worlhip.  They  are  quiet 
and  inofienfive,  and  mind  their  own  bufinefs ;  and  as  there 
is  but  one  alehoufe  in  the  pariih,  they  axe  in  general  fober, 
»ot  being  much  led  into  temptation. 
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NUMBER    XXVII. 
PARISH  or  KIRKNEWTON, 


(County  of  Edinburgh,  Stnod  of  Lothian  and 

TWZEDDALE,   PRESBTTX&T    OF    ^INBURGH). 


By  tie  Riv.  Mr  William  Cameron. 


jtfame\  Situation^  Extent^  Soil,  &c« 

UNDER  this  title  are  comprehended  two  pariihes, 
Kirknewton  and  Eaft  Calder,  now  within  the  bounds 
of  the  prefbjtery  of  Edinburgh,  though  formerly  the  latter 
belonged  to  the  prefbjtery  of  Linlithgow,  and  was  an- 
cientlj  called  Calder  Cleir  *  and  Oalder  Clericus*  The 
union  of  thefe  two  pariflies  took,  place  40  years  ago.  A 
Bew  church  and  manfe,  both  very  decent  buildings,  were 

then 

•  The  £wl  of  Morton  tikes  his  title  of  dignitf  from  the  lands  of 
Mortoune,  lying  in  this  pariih  and  belonging  to  his  Lordihip,  as  appears 
from  the  minutes  of  the  Scotch  Parliament  J4th  March  1457 — 8.  and 
from  an  inftroment  there  referred  to,  in  which  are  thefe  words :  *•  Tunc 
▼ero  di^s  Dominas  Cancellarins.  (Rpifcopu^  Brechen),  declarayit  dic- 
tum Dominum  de  Dalkeith,  non  intitulari  debere  in  di^o  comitatu  pi« 
t^rris  de  Mortonne,  in  dcminio  'le  Niddt/daU  eiiiteot;  fed  pro  tcrris  de 
Moitoune  in  Calder  Cleir  jaceat.** 
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4hen  erefled  in  a  new  and  centrical  fitiiation.    Calder,  ac<- 
wording  to  one  etymology,  feems  to  fignify  water  and  wood^ 
from  cotUe, "  wood,"'  and  dot,  "  water/*     ITie  name  Kirfc- 
tiewton  appears  to  be  derived  from  a  village  fo  calleo  near 
the  old  churchy  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  new 
one.     The  parifh  is  about  4  miles  broad,  and  6  long  from 
N.  to  S.     On  the  N.  it  is  bounded  by  the  river  Amond, 
which  falls  into  the  frith  of  Forth  at  Cramond ;  and  on  the 
S.  it  is  wafhed  by  tbe  water  of  Leith,  which  difcharges  it- 
felf  into  the  fea  at  Leith.    There  is  plenty  of  lime  here  of 
excellent  quality,  in  different  parts  .,of  the  pariih,  which 
is  carried  to  many  miles  diilance  all  around.      Several 
country  gentlemen  have  lately  formed  an  aiTociation,  and 
opened  a  fubfcription,  in  order  to  explore  the  ground  in 
this   and  fome  neighbouring  pariflies,  in  fearch  of  coaL 
This  fearch  is  now  making  on  the  lands  of  Leith-head  here, 
belonging  to  Mr  Swanfon.     if  this  laudable  and  patrioti9 
purpofe  fucceed,  it  will  prove  a  great  benefit  to  this  part 
of  the  country.    But  as  good  coal  is  at  a  confiderable  di- 
ilance, it  b  hoped  this  difadvantage  may  be  remedied  ii^ 
another  way^  as  a  canal  is  bow  projeftcd  and  intended  to 
pais  through  this  pariOi  between  Edinburgh  and  Glaf^ow^ 
which  will  provide  thefe  cities,  and'  all  the  adjacent  coun- 
try with  pieftty  of  coal,  limeflone,  iron,  &c.   of  the  beft 
quality.     Aa  excellent  ooal,  which  is  moft  generally  ufei 
here,  is  brought  from  Beahaar,  on  the  Glafgow  road,   15 
miles  diftant.     Coal  of  aa  inferior,  quality  is  to  be  got  ia 
great  plenty  at  the  mines  of  Blackburn,   Bathgate,  and  o« 
ther  places,  at  the  diftance  only  of  5,  6,  and  7  miles  to  the 
S.  and  W.     The  price  paid  at  the  mine  for  coal  is  gene- 
rally 4ld.  a- load,  6  of  which  are  a  common  cart-load,  from 
twelve  to  fourteen  hundred  weight,  drawn  fometimes  by 
one,  and  fometimes  by  two  horfes.     Such  a  cart-load  frooa 
Benhaar  cofis  7  s.  {Sterling.    The  appearance  of  the  parifli 
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13  level  attd  fertile  towards  the  I^".  on  the  S.  it  is  hilljj  bat 
tiot  rocky  or  deeply  mountainous, 

Agricuitnre.^^^V^t.  gfeeil  hills  aSbrd  good  (heeppaflurc^ 
and  in  feveral  places  might  yield  excellent  green  tr6ps  of 
{>otatoes,  turnip,  &c.  if  properly  cultivated  for  thfs  pur- 
pofe.  Thefe  crops  begin  -now  to  be  more  generally  raife<i 
than  formerly,  and  tfic  farmers  to  be  better  reconciled  id 
them,  though  fome  of.  the  lower  claiTes  arid  more  ignorant 
are  ftill  avcrfe  to  thefe  valuable  improvements,  beinp^  wed" 
ded  to  their  old  abfurd  and  linfkilful  pfaftices.  But  the 
frequent  failures  and  lofles  that  attend  hew  fchemes  at- 
tempted by  more  fpeculative  and  opulent  farmers,  to  theiii 
appear  fiifficient  reafon  for  not  too  raflily  changing  the 
plans  and  practices  of  their  forefathers,  and  giving  up  a 
fure,  though  moderate  profit,  for  the  uncertain  hopes  of  un- 
experienced tbeoriJds.  The  culture  of  field-turnip  and 
cabbage  is  but  lately  introduced  here ;  an<i  the  Earl  of 
Morton,  who  of  63  ploughgates  in  the  parifH  poffeffes  28, 
feems  at  prefent  very  anxious  to  promote  and  encourage 
this  plan  of  agriculture  among  his  tenants.  The  rent  of 
land,  cxclufive  of  t^e  pooreA  outfield,  is  from  los.  to 
L.  2  an  acre;  The  Englilh  plough,  with  2  horfes,  is  moft 
generally  ufed,  though  fome  farmers  ftill  prefer  the  old 
Scotch  plough,  with  4  horfes  and  a  driver.  Of  late  the 
tent  of  land  u  greatly  iocrcafed.  Farms  that  about  20 
years  ago  let  at  lo  s.  an  acre,  are  now  more  than  20 ;  and 
thofe  which  even  6  years  ago  paid  L.  20  of  rent,  now  let 
at  L.  30.  But  the  plan  of  hu(bandry  is  much  better  now 
than  formerly,  and  the  land  hence  greatly  improved  in  va- 
lue. The  real  rent  of  the  parifh  within  thefe  few  years,  has 
confequently  been  raifed  feveral  hundred  pounds.  It  can- 
not at  prefenc,  for  particular  reafons,  be  exaSly  afcertain- 
cd.     The  rotation  of  crops  is  variable  according  to  the  va- 
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rious  foils.  The  moil  common,  in  the  richer  grounds^  is  * 
fummer-fallow,  wheat,  peafe,  beans,  barley,  oats.  'Of  late 
it  has  been  found,  that  both  wheat  and  barley  h^e  fac- 
ceeded  as  well,  this  after  turnip,  and  that  after  cabbage,  as 
after  .a  fummer- fallow,  when  the  ground  is  properly  dref'- 
fed.  Rye  grafs  and  clover  are  fown  with  wheat,  oats,  flax, 
but  mod  commonly  with  barley.  Wheat  has  lately  been 
introduced  into  the  moors  with  promi&ig  fucceis,  where  it 
never  was  feen  or  attempted  before*  A  great  deal  of  milk, 
butter,  cheefe,  eggs,  poultry,  veal,  is  daily  expprted  and 
fold  in  the  Edinburgh  market.  The  real  produce  of  the 
parifh  cannot  be  afcertained,  as  there  is  a  great  importation 
as  weU  as  exportation,  chiefly  to  and  from  Edinburgh,  of 
which  no  diflind  account  has  ever  been  kept  *. 

Climate^ 

*  Labour  and  IVij^es. — ^The  want  of  cottagers  ahd  day-labourers  is  of- 
ten frnartly  felt  by  the  farmer,  efpecially  in  harveft;  and  if  their  place 
were  not  fupplipd  by  the  Highlanders,  upon  whom  they  fo  mach  depend ' 
for  cutting  down  their  crops,  they  would  be  reduced  to  the  ufc  of  the 
fey  the,  or  fome  fuch  more  expeditious  method  than  that,  of  the  fickle. 
The  firft  threfliipg  machine  in  this  parifh  was  erected  by  Mr  Waugh  of 
Eafter  Newton.  The  ufe  of  thefe  has  lately  become  general  in  this  coun- 
try. The  commpn  wages  of  a  day-labourer,  for  a  man,  are  from  I  s.  to- 
X  s.  a  d,  in  fummer,  and  lo  d.  in  winter  a-day  |»  for  a  woman,  6  d. ;  for 
an  hired  man-iVrvant,  from  L.  6  to  L.  lO  a-year,  with  a  pair  of  (hoes,  and 
a  cart  of  coals,  in  the  half  year.  If  he  live  in  his  own  houfe,  he  has  6^ 
bolls  of  meal,  bcfides  L.  i,  6  s.  for  what  is  called  kitchen -money. 
(This  is  an  allowance  of  money,  at  the  rate  of  6  d.  a- week,  in  place  of 
milk,  butter,  beer,  xJc.)  He  has  alfo  fometimes  a  cow^s  grafs,  with  a& 
much  ground  as  may  fow  a  firlot  of  barley.  The  wages,  of  a  maid-fer- 
vant  arc  generally  L.  3  a-year.  Mafons  and  bricklayers  receive  from 
IS.  8  d.  to  2  s.  aday  ;  flaters,  2  s.  6  d. ;  tailors,  8  d.  with  vidluals  A< 
bout  50  years  ago  butter  fold  at  4  d.  a-pound ,  a  good  lamb  at  3  s.  ;  Jbeef 
i<.d.  andad.  The  poultry  in  rentals  was  valued  at  half-a-merk.  All' 
thefe  aiticles  are  now  more  than  doubled  in  price,  llie  people,  however, 
in  general,  enjoy  a  competent  fliarc  of  the  comforts  of  life,  and  every  man 
who  is  able  to  work, 'and  who  is  induftrious,  may  decently  maintain  him- 
felf  and  a  family*  la  the  year  1 782  much  diftrcfs  would  have  cnfued*  - 
to  the  lower  people,  had  it  not  been  prevented  by  a  liberal  contribu^ 
tionof  the  heritors  for  their  rcliefl 
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'Climate^  Di/eafis.^^The  air  is  remarkably  pure  ^nd 
^iiealthj.  A  native  of  this  pariih  died  in  the  neighbour* 
liood  fome  months  ago,  aged  106,  having  followed  his 
ufual  occupation  in  the  fields,  and  retained  the  full  pofTef* 
■fion  of  his  mental  faculties  till  a  few  dajs  before  his  death. 
The  difea{e»  chiefly  prevalent  are  the  rheumatifm  and  fe- 
vers, occafioned  by  the  poorer  people  living  in  cold  damp 
.  houfes,  and  refting  after  labour  in  wet  clothes*  People  of 
better  fiation  are  not  fo  much  liable  to  thefe  didempers. 
When  thefe  fevers  once  begin,  they  often  fpread  far  and 
wide,  as  the  people,  from  miilaken  notions  of  fympathy 
dnd  charity,  crowd  the  houfe,  and  even  the  bed  room  of 
the  iick,  which  is  kept  as  clofe  often  as  poilible.     Thefe 

*catch  and  fpread  the  infedion,  thinking  that  they  do  no- 
thing amils,  and  that  no  harm  will  befal  them  but  by  the 

Special  decree  and  interpofition  of  Heaven. 

P<^»/a//oi».*— According  to  Dr  Wcbftcr,  the  population 


'in  1755  was  1157. 

Souls  in  1786,                942 

Houfe  carpenter?, 

1 

•  .4 

, in  1792,                812 

Tailors, 

4 

.Average  of  births,             26 

Smithy, 

4 

Single  male  iervants. 

67    ■ 

Inhabited  houfes,              175 

Ditto  female  fervants, 

42 

Males,               -               395 

Farmers, 

JO 

Females,                 -         417 

t 

Under  6  years,               113 

Students  in  divinity,           2 

Horfes, 

.261 

Bachelors  keeping  houfe,  2Z 

Black  cattle,     .     - 

533 

.Seftaries,            -            277 

Sheep, 

15<S3 

.Souls  in  two  villages,      z8o 

Ploughs, 

64 

M^fona,              -                 4 

Carts 

8J 

The 
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Th^  caiife  of  depopulation  bere  is  chieflj  owing  to  tho. 
liear  attradiofi  of  Ediaburghy  to  a  monopoly  of  farms,  an4 
the  ttfe  of  two-horfe  ploughs,  (bj  which  means  the  farmer 
works  with  about  half  the  number  of  feryaAts  he  for'mer- 
\y  employefl),  and  the  laying  down  fo  OHich  ground  19 
grals  for  hay,  which,  when  the  foil  anfwers,  is  judged  one 
pf  the  moft  profitable  crops.  One  caofe  of  Uh-  uncommon 
number  of  fedaries  is,  that  a  Surgher  meeting  hou£e  was 
feverAi  years  ago  erefted  in  the  pariih,  and  another  of  the 
Antiburgher  kind  on  the  borders  of  it,  which  at  their  tirft 
eref^son  were  much  crowded ;  but  which,  however,  have 
|lot  gained  feyen  proftlytes  from  the  pariih  church  for  the 
}all  7  years  ;  they  rather  feem  to  be  on  the  deciine^  Thefe 
efiablilbments  mud  be  a  heavy  burdeq  upon  poor  people ; 
bnt  they  are  produdive  of  worfe  confequences,  in  diredly 
counteradling  the  deQgn  of  Chriflianity,  which  is^to  make 
men  live  together  as  brethren ;  and  in  fupporting  fuper- 
ftition  and  fanaticifm,  which  are  miilakea  by  many  for 
religion,  and  maintained  with  a  violence  and  flaming  zeal 
proportioned  to  the  ignorance  of  their  deluded  v6ta- 
ries. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor. — ^The  ftipend  confifts  of  105  bolls 
of  viftual,  one  half  meal,  and  the  other  barley,  with  L.-48 
Sterling  of  money,  befides  a  glebe  of  7  acres  good  arable 
land,  which  has  been  inclofed  by  the  prefent  incim^bent. 
The  Duke  oi  Buccleugh  and  the  Earl  of  Morton,  fonnerly 
the  feparate  patrons  of  Eail  Calder  and  Kirknewton,  are 
now  vice  patrons  of  the  parifti. — The  fchool  falary  is  L.  la 
Sterling  a-year,  with  L.  2  belonging  to  the  kffion-clerk« 
fhip,  together  with  the  common  perquuites  of  baptifins 
and  marriages.  The  number  of  fcholars  is  between  40 
«nd  50.  The  children  of  poor  parents  are  educated  at  the 
public  expenfp,     bpme  years  ago,  the  fchooUnafter  being, 

throu^I) 
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through  age  and  infixmityy  unabk  to  officiate,  the  heritors 

contributed  L.  9  Sterling  a-;ear,  witjb  lome  other  perqpi- 

^fesy  for  his  anaimenaace  during  life,  and  i^pointed  another 

fchooimafter^r— The  number  of  poor  that  regular Ij  receive 

gariih  charity  is  I2»  and  their  proportion  is  from  as.  to 

4  s.  a-month,  intended  only  as  a  help  to  thofe  who  csuanot 

entirely  fupport  tbemfelves.     The  weekly  coUe&Lons,  does 

of  mortcloths  (palls),  and  a  remainder  of  ibme  funds  wliicfa 

are  now  nearly  exhauiled,  at  pre&nt  iiipply  this  charity* 

it  is  often  found  neceflary  alio  to  grant  occafional  affiflance 

to  poor  faouhes  in  fickneis  and  want.     No  perfon  in  the 

parilh  has  been  fuffered  to  beg  publidy,  in  the  memory  of 

man.     In  iummer,  all  who  are  able  to  work  in  the  fields^ 

generally  find  employmeut,  and  can  live  very  comfortably 

on  their  wages ;  but  in  winter,  the  women,  who  can  oiun 

find  no  employment  but  ipinning,  are  not  able  to  earn 

snore  than  3d.  or  4d.  a^day,  as  there  are  no  manufa&ures 

in  the  pariih.     1  bis  is  a  real  I0&  in  many  refpeds,  becaufe 

both  the  old  and  young,  who  are  unfit  for  the  common  Isu 

bour  in  the  fields,  might  be  employed  in  feme  bufinels  of 

manufaflure  with  mu^h  advantage,  both  to  themfclvcs  and 

the  public,  and  to  the  preventing  <£  indolence  and  licen- 

tioufneis. 

Jlia/rff^rj.— The  people  in  general  sure  fbber  and  induftri- 
OQs,  and  that  wild  and  gloomy  -fanaticifm  which  formerly 
raged  with  luch  turbulent,  unhallowed  zeal,  feems  now, 
except  among  very  few,  over  the  whole  country,  as  well 
as  here,  to  wear  a  milder  and  brighter  afped,  and  the  ran- 
ceur  of  partyfpirit  is  daily  abating,  as  alfo  that  rage  of 
ichifm  which  once  prevailed,  fo  hurtful  to  the  peace  of  fo- 
dety,  and  to  the  interefis  of  religion.  More  rational  no- 
tions of  religion  are  bow  entertained  among  all  fe&s,  and 
j(be  ^oArines  of  faith  fmd  morality  are  not  unhappily  fepa- 

n^ted, 
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rated,  efpecially  among  the  middle  ranks  of  the  peojfle. 
Thefe  maintain  much  decency  of  charader,  with  regard 
1>oth  to  a  religions  deportment,  and  to  honeftj  of  manners. 
They  are  emerging  from  the  gloom  of  ignorance,  nidenefs 
and  fuperftition,  and  as  jet  are  happily  ftrangers  to  the  vi. 
tioQs  refinement,  fcepticifm  and  licentioufnefi,  which,  from 
the  example  of  the  metropolis,  have  lately  much  infefted 
'  the  neighbourhood.  Some  loofe  and  libertine  principles, 
the  poifonous  fpawn  of  a  falfe  philofophy  and  falfe  patrio- 
tifm,  have  recently  corrupted  the  minds  of  half-learned 
witlings  and  fmatterers  in  fcience,  who  impficitJy  receive 
their  opinions  at  fecond-hand.  Frpm  thefe  they  have  been 
catched  by  many  among  the  moft  ignorant,  the  obvious 
tendency  of  which  is  to  deftroy  the  foundations  of  ail  civil 
andNecclefiaftical  government.  When  the  lower  people 
ihall  have  learned  to  copy  the  manners  and  principles  of 
fome  of  their  fuperiors,  which  they  naturally  do,  the  confe- 
tjuences  to  iociety  mufl  be  fatal,  as  may  be  feen  from  the 
progrefs  of  modem  refinement  and  philofophy.  *•  He  that 
•has  eyes  to  fee  let  him  fee." 

Mifcellaneous  Remarks. — Agriculture  has  lately  made  a 
rapid  progrels  in  this  part  of  the  country,  and  the  appear^- 
ance  of  the  ground,  particularly  towards  the  fouth  fide 
of  the  parifh,  which  was  formerly  bare  and  barren,  is  now 
greatlj  altered  both  in  foil  and  climate,  by  means  of  the 
impiovements  and  thriving  wood  plantations  that  (belter 
and  adorn  the  higher  parts.  The  beft  and  moft  extenfivc 
improver  in  this  rcfpcft  here,  is  Mr  Maconochie  of  Mea- 
dow-bank, who  has  greatly  beautified  the  more  unfertile 
parts  of  bib  eftate  with  complete  inclofures  for  pafture,  and 
with  belts  of  plantation,  variegated  with  every  kind  of 
wood  Anted  to  the  foil.  The  roads  and  bridges  are  brought 
into  good  repair,  and  great  improvements  are  daily  making 

upQ^ 
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dpon  them.  The  ftatute  laboar  is  commuted  at  the  rate 
of  i8s.  the  ploughgate.  The  largeft  farms  let  at  L.  150 
«ind  L.  200,  and  are  generally  inclofed,  except  the  hilly 
flieep  farms.  There  are  12  heritors,  two  only  of  whom 
refide  conftantlj  in  the  parifli,  fome  of  the  rell  occafionally. 
The  valued  rent  is  L.  3760  Scotch.  From  the  manfe,  a 
profpef):  opens  to  the  eye  one  of  the  richeil  and  moA  beaiu 
tiful  to  be  feen  in  Scotland.  On  the  e^ft  it  is  terminated 
by  a  full  and  pidlurefque  view  of  Arthur's  feat,  the  metro- 
polis, and  its  venerable  caftle,  which  is  on  a  level  with  the 
manfe,  and  which  feems  as  if  only  about  5  or  6  miles  diflant. 
On  the  north  appear  the  Ochil  hills,  the  frith  of  Forth,  a  great 
part  of  Fife,  and  fever al  of  the  coafi  towns ;  and  on  the 
fouth  arife  the  Pentland  hills.  From  a  rifpg  ground,  a  few 
yards  diftant  from  the  manfe,  a  part  of  13  counties  may  be 
feen,  and  a  ftretch  of  country  of  about  100  miles,  almofl  from 
Berwick  to  Greenock.  ^  The  great  Glafgow  road  from  E- 
dinburgh  paiTes  through  the  parifh. — About  50  years  ago, 
it  was  ufual  for  the  mod  fubftantial  farmers  to  appear  at 
church  and  market  in  home-fpun  cloth,  and  plaiden  hofe. 
Now  their  menial  fervants  and  cottagers  are  equipped  in 
Ilnglifli  broad  cloth,  filk  and  fatin.  This  turn  for  finery  is 
a  great  lols  to  them,  as  they  live  up  to  their  wages,  not- 
withllanding  their  being  fo  high.  Thus  they  enter  into  a 
married  ftate,  with  their  whole  fubftance  upon  their  back, 
efpecially  women  >  and  when  ficknefs,  or  any  misfortune 
prevents  their  daily  labour,  they  immediately  fink  into  the 
depth  of  poverty.  It  is  generally  obferved,  that  the  inha^ 
bitants  of  villages  are  more  licentious  and  diflipated,  than 
thofe  who  live  in  feparate  and  fequeftered  hamlets,  and 
are  employed  in  agriculture.  The  almoft  u|iiverfal  ufe  of 
tea  and  fpirits,  of  an  inferior  quality,  tends  greatly  ta  hurt 
both  the  health  and  morals  of  the  lower  people. — Some 
ftone  pillars  in  the  form   of  a  crofs,  and  appearances  of 
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Druidical  circles,  arc  to  be  met  with  here  ;  and  from  a  co- 
pious fpring  of  excellent  water  near  the  manfe,  feveral  o\i 
coins  have  been  dug,  the  o&rings  prefented  to  its  preliding 
genius.  . 

Eminent  Men. — ^Tbe  celebrated  Dr  Cullen  was  proprie- 
tor  of  the  eftate  of  Ormifton-hill ;  and  he  lies  inferred  in 
the  church-yard  of  Kirknewton.  The  DoSor's  great  ta- 
lents as  a  profeflbr,  as  a  phyfician,  and  as  a  philofophcr, 
are  well  known  and  univerfally  acknowledged  in  every 
part  of  the  world.  Other  qualifications,  however,  he  pof- 
feffed  ill  an  eminent  degree,  though  in  thefe  his  fame  has 
not  been  fo  much  extended.  He  was  a  great  mafter  in  the 
fcientific  branches  of  hufbandry;  a  confummate  botanift; 
and  poflefled  a  full- formed  atid  correft  tafte  in  the  fine  arts. 
Thefe  attainments  appeared  confpicuous  in  his  operations 
at  Ormifton-hill.  In  the  year  1758,  the  Doftor,  after  fi- 
nifhing  his  courfe  of  chymiftry,  delivered  to  a  number  of» 
his  particular  friends,  and  favourite  pupils,  nine  leAures  on 
the  fubjeft  of  agriculture.  In  thefe  few  leSures,  he,  for 
the  firft  time,  laid  open  the  true  principle  concerning  t?»c 
nature  of  foils,  and  the  operation  of  manures.  Thefe  were 
difcoveries  entirely  his  own,  and  which  have  fince  been 
made  known  to  the  world  by  a  variety  of  channels,  though 
without  any  notification  of  the  fource  from  whence  they 
proceeded.  The  juftnefs  of  thefe  principles  he  demonftrated 
by  his  prafticc  on  the  lands  of  Ormifton-hill,  which,  though 
naturally  of  an  ungrateful  foil,  rendered  worfe  by  immemo- 
rial bad  management,  and  fituated  in  an  unfavourable  cli- 
mate, be  raifed  in  a  few  years  to  a  furprifing  degree  of 
culture  and  fertility.  Early  in  life  he  was  a  proficient  ia 
botany,  and  was  the  firft  perfon  in  Scotland  who  underftood 
the  Linnaean  fyftem,  and  recommended  the  ftudy  of  it  to  his 
pupils^  at  a  time  when  it  met  with  much  oppolicion  from  o- 
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thers.  In  bis  gardens  and  pleafure  grounds  at  Ormifton- 
hill,  he  forq^ed  an  extenfive  colledion  of  rare  trees^  ihrubs, 
and  herbaceous  plants.  The  cultivation,  of  thefe,  and  the  ac- 
curate determination  of  their  fpecies,  afforded  him  always  an 
agreeable  relaxation  from  the  more  ferious  (ludiesand  labours 
of  his  profeffioii.  He  was  likewife  remarkable  for  his  criti- 
cal knowledge  and  corred  judgment  in  architedure  and 
painting.  The  hall  of  the  Rojral  College  of  Phylicians  in 
Edinburgh  is  an  example  of  the  former,  which  was  plan- 
litd  when  he  was  Prefident,  and  according  to  his  directions. 
The  front  of  this  building  may  be  considered  as  the  mod 
chafte  and  beautiful  moffel  of  Greek  architefture,  that  has 
jret  appeared  in  Scotland.  The  acutenefs  of  his  eye,  and  of 
his  mind,  in  difcerning  the  beauties  and  blemifhea  in  paint- 
ing, was  well  known  to  his  intimate  friends.  This  talent 
rendered  him  a  fuperior  judge  in  the  difpofition  of  grouiids, 
and  in  the  arrangement  of  rural  ornaments.  When  he  firfl 
entered  to  the  pofleflion  of  Ormifton-hill,  every  thing  about 
the,pls(ce  wad  in  filch  a  rtiihous  ftate,  fo  conofortleis  and  fo  un- 
promifing,  that  he  placed  over  the  front-door  of  the  houfe, 
EST  ULUBRIS  :  But,  by  great  aUentidn  and  good  tafte, 
he  foon  niade  it  a  commodioiis  and  pleafant  refidence. 
While  he  refided  here,  he  was  aeceffible  at  all  times  to  his 
Neighbours,  ^d  ttfftified  the  littnoft  i-eadineis  to  give  his 
valuable  advice  to  the  poor  ^atis  on  every  occafioa  of  di- 
ilreis ;  and  attended  to  them  as  anxioufly  as  to  tbofe  of  the 
firft  rank  in  the  realm,  for  whchn  he  daily  prefcribed.  In 
this  he  feemed  to  be  of  the  opinibn  of  his  famous  prede- 
^eflbr  Dr  Boerhaave,  who  ufed  to  fay,  that  the  poor  were 
his  befi  patients,  fOr  God  is  their  paymafter.  - 
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PARISH    or   DRY'SDALE, 


(CouNTT  AND  Synod  OF  Dumfries,  Prksb'ttert  of 

LoCHMAB£N.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  Thomas  Henders^w. 


Name^  SituattM^  Exttta^  Rivers^  Sot/,  Climate. 

DRt'soale  IS'  obviouOy  a  corruption  or  contraction  of 
Dryfefdaki  fo  called,  from  its  lying  partly  on  the 
banks  of  the  rivulet  Dryfe.  The  parifli  lies  about  the- 
middle  of  Annandale,  and  is.  in  55^  08^'  N,  Lat;  and  3^  W. 
Long.  It  is  about  7  miles  long,  from  N.  to  S. ;  at  the 
fouthem  extremity  only  a  mile  broad ;  at  the  centre  about 
6  miles  ;  and  at  the  northern  end  3  ;  exhibiting  a  furface 
of  nearly  ?ioo  acres.  The  weftem  and  fouthern  parts  are 
generally  flat,  and  cultivated,  llie  upper  or  northern 
parts  are  hilly,  and  moftly  in  pafture.  ^  There  is  nearly  on^. 
half  of  the  pariih  cultivated.  The  Annan,  dividing  it  from 
Lochmaben,  waflies  it  on  the  W.  and  S.  for  upwards  of' 
-6  miles,  abounding  in  rainy  feafons  with  excellent  faltnon, 
from  the  Sol  way  Firth,  to  the  iupply  of  the  Lockerbie,, 

Lochmabeik 


of  BrffdaU.  419 

BLiOcTimabeo  and  Dumfries  markets,  and  onJTome  occafioos 
to  the  Englifh  markets,  befides  a  variety  of  fea  trout,  her- 
ling,  ikellies,  eels,  pike  and  burn  trout.  The  Dryfe  runs 
through  this  pariih  for  about  3  miles  on  the  N.  W.  part, 
emptying  itfelf  into  the  Annan  in  a  diredl  line,  between 
the  market  town  of  Lockerbie  and  the  Royal  Burgh  of 
Lochmaben.  It  rifes  in  the  northern  end  of  Button  pa- 
xifli,  and  runs  a  courfe  direAly  fouth  about  1 1  miles.  It 
is,  in  moderate  weather,  a  fmaJl  rivulet,  clear  and  pure, 
Slaving  in  its  pools  plenty  of  trout,  and  foihe  fmall  falmon, 
&c. ;  hut  in  rainy  weather,  it  comes  down  in  (wells,  fud- 
■denly  and  rapidly,  driving  all  before  it  that  comes  in  its 
^ay;  hence  the  name,  overfpreading  its  holms,  and  in- 
creafing  the  Annan  The  gently  riling  hills  on  each  fide 
are  cultivated,  or  exhibit  a  beautiful  verdure,  and  rich  pa- 
ilure  for  cattle  and  Oieep.  flie  Currie  and  Milk  touching 
it  on  the  £.  and  S.  £.  alfo  abound  in  trout  and  fmall  fal- 
mon. The  Currie  is  a  fmall  ftream,  about  3  miles  long 
from  N.  to  S.  deriving  its  name  from  its  fource,  bejng  a 
Corrie^  a  Celtic  term,  fignifying  a  confined  cleugh  or  glen, 
4)f  which  fort  is  the  fpriiig  of  the  Annan,  vulgarly  called 
tbe  "  Annan  Peck,"  or  the  Marquis  of  Annandale's 
''  Beef  Stand.''  Its  banks  and  contiguous  farms  afford  the 
ncheil  pafiure,  and  as  rich  crops  of  corn  in  favourable  fea- 
fons,  as  any  high  lying  part  of  the  country.  It  empties 
itfelf  into  the  Milk,  at  the  eaftem  extremity  of  the  cen- 
trical line  of  this  parifli.  The  Milk,  a  limpid  rivulet, 
has  on  each  fide  very  rich  land  for  arrage,  but  peculiarly 
for  pafturage  to  milk  cows,  hence  the  name.  It  touches 
tliis  parifti  only  for  about  a  mile  and  a  half,  though  its 
courfe  being  partly  weft,  and  then  fouth,  is  not  lels  than  12 
miles,  when  it  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  Annan  oppofite 
the  Watch  Tower  of  Repentance  in  Curamertrees  parifii* 
44ong  the  banks  of  the  Dryfe  and  Annan,  there  is  a  traft 
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of  rich  holm  land,  the  waihings  of  both  waters  for  tim^ 
immemorial,  confining  of  deep  loam,  very  produAive  un- 
der proper  culture.  The  other  cultivated  lands  are  gene- 
ral! j  light  and  dry,  lying  on  a  flatey  and  ragged  rock,  or 
gravel,  which,  with  lime,  marl  and  dung,  produce  very 
well.  The  hilly  parts  are  generally  dry,  green,  with  ve- 
ry little  heath,  and  fit  for  cattle  or  iheep.  The  air  is  dry 
and  healthy,  becaufe  the  country  has  a  fine  open  ezpofure  to 
the  S.  and  W.  The  fpring  in  favourable  feafons  is  early. 
The  fummer  fometimes  extremely  hot.  Harveft  foon  on 
the  weftern  fide.  Winter  ftormy  and  cold.  High  winds, 
heavy  rains,  but  feldom  any  continuation  of  fiiow,  though 
of  froft  in  fome  feafons  for  upwards  of  one,  two,  or  three 
months  together,  which  is  always  reckoned  a  preparation 
for,  and  a  prognoflication  of  a  kindly  fpring,  a  nourifliin^ 
fummer,  and  plentiful  harveft.  Peats  are  fcarce,  fome- 
times fold  for  2  s.  3  s.  and  even  4  s.  the  fingle  cart-load. 
Coals  are  brought  from  Sanquhar  in  the  upper  part  of 
JJithfdale,  Tindall,  Fell,  and  Archerbeck  in  Cumber- 
land, at  the  diftance  of  30  and  40  miles,  and  fold  at  9  s. 
the  cart  load  in  Lockerbie  ;  an  infuperable  bar  to  rifing 
manufaftures  at  prefent,  and  principally  occafioned  by  the 
unproduftive  and  impolitical  tax  on  coals  over  the  Solway 
Frith,  which  is  faid  and  expelled  foon  to  be  taken  off 
there,  and  alfo  in  fimilar  fituations  in  Scotland,  which 
would  be  a  vaft  benefit  to  the  country.  No  epidemical 
difeafes  are  peculiar  to  this  parifii.  The  common  duration 
of  human  life  is  60  years,  though  fome  advance  to  70,  80, 
and  90. 

Population^  i^c. — According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  tbg 

population  then  was  1097.  The  number  of  inhabitants  now 

is  about  i6co;  700  in  the  thriving  town  of  Lockerbie,  and 

900  in  the  country  part  of  the  parifli.     There  afc  about 
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^9  births,  upwards  of  30  deaths,  and  12  marriages  annual-. 
\j.  Lockerbie  being  a  market  and  poft  town,  and  ^the  moft 
noted  place  of  the  pariih,  merits  a  particular  defcription. 
It  is  fo  called,  as  many  other  places  on  the  Engliih  border, 
and  up  and  down  Annandale,  Eikdale  and  Nithfdale,  of  the 
fame  termination,  becaufe  the  term  /?}>,  being  Celtic,  fig- 
nifies  a  y^  ftation  or  place  of  ftrength."  Lockerbie  had 
been  a  place  or  tower  of  fafetj,  fituated  between  and 
almofi  iurrounded  bj  two  lochs  or  lakes,  now  drained ;  the 
one,  OD  the  eaft  fide  of  the  intervening  ridge,  is  converted 
into  a  rich  bog  meadow,  in  the  bottom  of  which  is  a  deep 
bed  of  fhell  mar],  but,  on  account  of  the  (lagnating  water, 
difficult  to  be  wrought ;  the  other,  on  the  weft  fide,  is 
partly  meadow  and  partly  mofs,  lying  aKo  on  marl,  very 
deep.  The  town  confifls  of  one  long  (treet  fro\fi  N.  to  S. 
in  extent  about  half  a  mile,  and  another,  at  a  right «ngle 
^o  the  £.  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  There  are  about  150 
inhabited  houfes ;  2  fairs,  and  i  o  markets  yearly.  The 
fairs  are  at  Lanmias  and  Michaelmas,  when  moderate 
tolls  are  levied  by  the  proprietor,  amounting  only  to  about 
L.  16  Sterling  a-year.  At  the  10  markets  all  are  free. 
During  the  courfe  of  the  year,  there  are  fold  for  England  up- 
wards of  jc,ooo  yards  of  linen  and  woollen  cloth,  and  at 
the  Lammas  fair  about  20,000  lambs,  partly  to  be  winter- 
ed in  the  neighbourhood,  but  principally  for  England,  and ' 
all  the  other  articles  ufually  fold  at  the  ordinary  markets 
in  their  proper  feafons  *.     About  60  years  fince,  there 

were 

*  The  Lammas  fair  is  upon  the  2d  of  Aiiguft  O.S.  excepting  Saturday, 
Sunday,  or  Monday,  and  in  that  cafe,  on  the  Tucfday  following ;  the 
Michaelmas  fair  is  upon  the  ad  of  Odlober  O.  S.  excepting  Saturday, 
Sunday,  or  Monday,  and  in  that  cafe,  on  the  Tuefday  following.  The 
lo  markets  are  on  the  zd  Thurfday  O.  S.  in  January,  February,  March, 
April,  May.  Third  Thurfday  in  June,  called  the  midfummer  market. 
The  next  is  14  days  after  the  Michiielmas  fair,  if  on  &  Thurfday,  or  oUier- 
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were  verj  few  houfes  in  Lockerbie ;  but  at  that  period,  the 
late  laird  of  Lockerbie,  with  confeni  of  his  then  furviving  fa^ 
ther,  granted  many  fcua  of  houfe  fteadings  and  yards,  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  ftrcet,  and  long  tacks  of  the  (ame  fort  on  the 
eaft  fide,  for  fourfcore  times  21  years.  Since  that  time 
the  town  has  been  yearly  enlarging.  There  are  no  public 
manufadures  eftablifiied  as  yet  -,  but  a  great  deal  of  foreign 
and  inland  flax  is  given  out  to  be  fpim  from  the  (hops.  T 
remember  one  of  them  once  told  me,  he  has  had  in  the 
courfe  of  a  year  more  than  500  fpinftew  of  faftory-lint  on 
his  books,  partly  from  the  country,  and  partly  from  the 
town,  the  yarn  being  exported  to  Kendal,  and  other  manu- 
fafturing' towns  in  England.  There  are  in  Lockerbie,  12 
large  Ihops,  6  lefs  ones,  2  furgeons  and  apothecaries.  2  Aiid« 
wives,  2  writers,  2  meflTengers,  6  weavers,  10  tailors,  5 
Wrights,  3  blackimiths,  i  nailer,  one  principal  inn,  where 
carriages  and  horfes  may  be  hired,  3  lefTer  inns,  2  watch- 
makers, 2  bakers,  3  butchera,  2  barbers,  11  carters,  3 
wheel-wrights,  i  gardener,  2  daggers,  2  faddlers,  2  tanners, 
and  in  the  town  and  parifli  jointly,  there  are  about  80 
ploughs,  3  millers,  and  200  horfes.  The  pariih-church  (lands 

upon 

wife  on  the  Thurfday  thereafter ;  the  neit,  3  weeki  after  the  laft,  called 
the  Martinmas  market ;  the  next  14  days  thereafter ;  and  the  10th,  on  the 
Thurfday  before  Yale,  or  Chiiitmas  O.  S.  'J'he  hiring  market  for  fer- 
vants  for  the  fummer  half  year  is  in  April.  For  the  winter  ditto,  is  the 
14  days  one  after  Michaelmas,  and  the  aforefaid,  for  the  greateft  part  of 
Annandale.  At  thofe  hiring  markets,  the  wage  of  a  man  for  the  half 
year  is  about  L.  3.  lOs.  of  a  woman  L.  i,  15  s.  but  varying  according  to 
icirciimflances.  In  the  markets,  and  at  the  proper  feafons,  there  b  a  vaft 
variety  of  young  cattle,  cows,  horfes,  i^c,  expofed  to  fale.  There  is  an 
old  fquare  tower  ftill  ftanding,  called  the  Mains,  which  was  the  lite  or 
manfion-place  of  the  ancient  family  of  the  Johnftons  of  Lockerbie,  being 
a  branch  of  the  old  Laird  Johnfton*s  of  Lochwood,  the  anceftors  of  the 
late  Marquis  of  Annandale.  Lockerbie  lies  11  miles  £.  from  Dumfries, 
4  from  Lochmaben,  z  6  miles  S.  froji  Moffat,  16  miles  W.  from  Langholai« 
12  miles  K.  from  Ajuian,  and  6  from  Ecclcfcchan. 
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tfp<At  an  eminence,  at  the  head  or  north  end  of  the  town* 
It  is  a  neat  edifice,  handfomelj  fitted  up  in  the  infide,  and 
may  contain  about  750  people.  It  was  built  in  the  year 
1757,  being  at  that  tiine  removed  from  Dryfefide,  i^  mile 
north  of  Lockerbie.  It  is  faid,  that^in  the  year  1670,  Drjrfcr 
fwept  away  the  original  church  and  burying  ground,  which 
was  in  the  middle  of  the  holm,  now  called  the  Sand  Bed^ 
after  this,  in  1671,  the  late  church  and  burial  ground  wa» 
cftabliihed  at  a  fqi|U  didance,  and  upon  the  ikirt  of  the 
prefent  glebe,  or  iKirkhill,  thought  to  be  perfeftly  fecure 
from  the  fwells  of  Dryle ;  but  the  water  in  procefi  of 
time,  approached  the  new  burying  ground,,  carrying  a  good 
deahof  it  away,  and  threatening  the  church  itfelf,  verifying, 
the  old  faying  or  prophecy  of  Rymer, 

^^  Let  fpades  and  ikoels  do  what  they  may, 
"  Dryfe  will  have  Dry'lHale  kirk  away." 

Partly  from  the  above  circumflances,  but  principally 
dirough  the  influence  of  the  family  of  Lockerbie,  the  church 
was  removed  to  the  town,  for  the  ornament  and  convent- 
cnce  oi  the  place  and  parifli.  There  is  an  Antiburgher  meet- 
ing  houfe  at  the  fouth  01  foot  of  the  town,  efiablifhed  about 
50  years  fince,  the  only  one  in  Annandale,  and  draws  only  a 
moderate  congregation  and  annual  income  from  the  whole 
dale. 

Lakes^.  Cleugbs^  or  G&/ii.— Turnmoor  Loch  affords  a  fuffi- 
cicnt  quantity  of  water  for  fupplying  the  com  and  barley 
mllb  of  that  name,  but  hath  nothing  peculiar,  excepting  its 
being  an  excellent  haunt  for  T^ild  ducks,  geefe,  and  other 
fowls  in  the  winter-ieafon.  The  Cauldron  is  a  very  deep 
lake  in  the  midft  of  a  morafs,  never  freezing,  abounding 
with  ^ike  and  eels^  being  the  remains  of  the  old  vrater-gate 
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of  Dfyfc,  and  in  which  there  is  plenty  of  fliell  marl,  but 
^^cpenfive  in  the  working.  Half  a  mile  fouth  of  this,  and 
in  the  fame  trad,  there  is  a  vaft  fund  of  excellent  and 
workable  marl,  belonging  to  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  and 
which  is  extremely  beneficial  to  his  Grace's  tenants,  coding 
only  3  d.  the  cart  load,  and  30  cart  load  being  fufficient  for 
an  acre.  St  Mary's  Cleugh,  at  the  liorth  end  of  the  parifli, 
feparatmg  it  from  Sibbaldbie,  is  very  deep,  and  its  fteep 
fides  are  covered  with  the  mod  thriving  plantations  of  oak 
and  afh,  fome  of  the  latter  being  6d|Pbt  high,  plenty  of 
hazle,  and  nuts  in  the  feafon.  The  Biihop  C^eugh,  fo  called 
from  its  being  old  kirkJands,  has  nothing  remarkable.  The 
Scale  Cleugh,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  pariih,  is  very. deep,  and 
its  deep  banks  are  covered  with  hazle  and  brufliwood. 
There  are  other  cleughs,  but  none  remarkable. 

Antiquities, — On  the  hotm  of  Dryfe,  about  i  mile  below 
the  old  church-yard,  are  tWo  very  aged  thorn  trees,  with  a 
tumulus  at  their  bafe,  called  Maxweits  Thorns^  becaufe  they 
point  out  the  place  of  the  remarkable  figlit  on  Dryfefands, 
between  the  Maxwells  of  Nithfdale  and  the  Johnftons  of 
Annandale  ♦.     There  are  veftigfes  of  ftrohg  towers  at  Old 

Walls; 

^  The. partfcitlars  are:  On  yth  December  f5$r3,  the  Lord  Maixwell, 
warden  of  the  wcftern  marfhes,  having,  in  conjun^ion  with  the  then 
Lairds  of  Dumlanrig  and  Clofebiirn,  collected  2000  men  in  arms,  marched 
into  Annandale  to  befiege  the  Laird  Johniton*s  houfe  of  Lochwood,  an(f 
through  deadly  fptte  to  extirpate  bim  and  all  his  name.  Accordingly; 
taxly  on  the  morning,  thi  Laird  Maxwell  came  to  Lockerbie,  ezpeAmg 
to  find  the  Johnftons,  vaiTals  of  the  Lochwood  family,  at  home ;  but  being 
difappointed,  burnt  the  houfe  of  Nether  Place,  the  refidence  of  the  laird  of  * 
Lockerbie's  brother,  and  aftertvards  returned  to  his  party  at  Dryfefands.  It 
fo  happened,  that  Annandale  Johnfton  foon  appearing  with  only  40  horfes, 
engaged  8a  of  tlje  enemy,  put  them  to  flight  purfuing  a  certain  length,  and 
^en,through  deftgn,  fuddenly  retreating,were  followed  by  the  whole  body  of 
&e  eneo^,  with  Lord  Maxwell  at  their  head ,  till  they  came  to  the  Torrwood 
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UTallSy  Kirktown-mains,  Nether-place,  Mjrehead,  and  Dal- 
tonhook.  There  are  evidenf  remains  of  8  ^samps  or  £Drts» 
fome  fquare  or  Roman,  otheis  circular  or  Britifli,  and  moft- 
Ij  boilt  on  eminences,  becaufe  about  2000  jears  fince  (their 
age)  the  fides  of  the  eminences  or  hills  had  been  covered 
with  growing  wood,  and  the  prefent  flat  or  low  Ijing  and 
holm  lands  in  Annandale  had  partly  been  a  morals,  or  under 
water  \  hence  we  find,  that  the  Roman  roads  were  generally 
made  on  rifing  gr<^nd,  when  it  could  be  got.  The  moft 
remarkable  are  two,  the  one  Britilh,  and  the  other  Roman, 
facing  each  other,  and  feparated  bj  a  narrow  morais.  Thej 
are  built  on  two  hills  £.  of  the  village  Bengali^  the  name 
alluding  to  the  forts  on  the  hills,  fignifjing  the  hill  of  the 
Gauls.  Old  pieces  of  armour  and  warlike  weapons  have 
frequently  been  found  in  them,  and  not  many  years  fince^ 
the  ikeleton  of  a  man  was  foimd  in  a  cairn,  on  the  inter* 
vening  morafs,  thought  to  have  laid  there  for  fome  ages, 
and  fome  fragments  of  his  drels  or  accoatrements  were  car*- 
ried  off  as  a  curiofity,  particularly  his  fandals,  curioufly 
wrought  and  bound  around  the  mouths  with  leathern 
thongs,  were  conveyed  into  England  for  the  Oxford  Mufeum« 
There  is  another,  a  Roman  fort,  beautifully  fituated  upon  a 
large  eminence,  in  the  centre  of  the  united  and  extenfivc 
holm  of  Dryfe  and  Annan,  ^ied  the  Gallaberry,  or  the 
burgh  and  ftation  of  the  Gauls,  for  the  term  Berry  is  of 
Saxon  origin,  fignifying  ''  burgh,  manfion,  or  firengtfa." 

3H  The 

on  the  S.  £.  fide  of  Dryfc,  whence  400  AnnAtidalians  fprong,  flew  upon 
the  furprifed  enemy,  after  a  fhort,  bnt  bloody  Itruggle,  put  them  bto 
confufion,  and  being  joined  by  a  few  Scots,  from  Eikdale,  under  the  Laird 
of  Buccleugh,  completed  the  vidlory,  killing  upwards  of' 703,  among 
whom  was  the  Lord  Maxwell  himfelf,  and  purfued  the  routed  enemy  to  thp 
Gotterbie  Ford  of  the  Annan,  where  many  were  drowned.  A  great  num- 
ber that  efcaped,  were  marred  or  hurt  on  the  face  during  the  fight ;  hence 
the  common  faying,  «•  A  Loclserbie  lick.'*  It  k  fiagular  thit  fo  ftw  «4e- 
inted  fo  many. 
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The  moft  entire  is  a  Britiib  one  at  Dry'iCdale  gate,  occnpjr^ 
ing  about  2  acres  of  ground,  commanding-a  moil  exteniive 
profpcA  \  its  counterpart  is  a  large  Roman  one  about  ^ 
mile  due  E.  interrupted  by  a  moor,  being  the  place  cele- 
brated for  the  bloody  battle  between  the  army  of  Julius 
Agricola,  and  the  forces  of  Corbredus  Galdus,  the  21ft  king 
of  the  Scots,  about  the  end  of  the  ift  century.  There  are 
plain  traces  of  the  great  Roman  road,  from  the  borders  of 
£nglan4  up  to  the  vaft  encampments  on  the  neighbouring 
beauteous  and  confpicuous.  round  green  hiU  of  Buni'fwork, 
and  thence  crofling  this  parifli  at  Lockerbie  to  Dry'fdale 
gate,  and  up  to  the  Gallaberry  above  mentioned,  where  it 
divided,  one  branch  leading  up  through  Annandale,  by 
Moffat,  to  Tweeddale  and  Clydefdale ;  the  other  branch 
croiTing  the  Annan,  touched  an  entire  and  beautiful  double 
fort  on  the  northern  margin  of  one  of  the  Lochmaben  lakes, 
palled  the  Woody  Cajlle^  thence  palTed  up  the  weft  fide  of 
^he  water  of  Ae,  through  Nith'fdale  to  the  weft  country. 

HiUsy  parries,  ts?r,— Upon  the  banks  of  the  Currie, 
there  is  an  eminence  called  Currie  Law,  the  term  fignifying 
a  fumnxit  commanding  a  large  and  deep  view  below.  There 
is  a  range  of  beauteous  green  hiUs  running  from  N.  to  S. 
for  about  3  miles,  dividing  the  Highland  from  the  low  part 
of  the  parilh.  The  Highland  or  outerly  part,  had  been 
once  a  parifli  by  itfelf,  called  Litt/e  Hutton,  in  contraft  to 
^he  large  parifli  of  Hutton  contermipous.  The  church  and 
burying  ground  had  been  at  Halldykesf  for  in  the  garden, 
human  bones  are  frequently  dug  up  ;  but  there  is  neither 
record  nor  tradition  of  the  time  of  its  annexation  to  Dry'f- 
dale.  Befl^es  this  church  of  Little  Hutton,  there  were  two 
Other  places  of  public  worfliip  in  the  parifli,  vt2i.  The  cha- 
pel of  Beekton,  fuppofed  to  belong  to  the  Knight's  Tem- 
plars, lying  i  mile  H.  W.  of  Lockerbie,  where  the  traces 
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of  gf  avcs  are  ftill  manifeft,  and  at  which  there  is  a  tnoft 
copious  and  excellent  fpring  well.  There  is  alfo  the  veftige 
of  the  chapel  at  Quaas  \  mile  W.  of  Lockerbie,  the  font- 
ftojie  of  which  fervcs  for  the  market  crofe  of  Lockerbie  to 
this  day.  The  moft  loftj  and  beautiful  hill,  (for  there  are 
no  mountains  in  the  parifti,)  is  tVhitewynd  or  White  Woolen^ 
carpetted  with  an  unvaried  green,  being  an  excellent  paftu- 
rage  for  pets  or  unlaid  (heep,  hence  the  name.  •  T^his  hill  is 
of  confiderable  heighth  and  fteepnefe  ;  on  its  fummit  there  is 
a  fpacious  plain,  in  the  centre  whereof  is  a  mound  t)r  mote, 
where  a  fire  ufed  to  be  kindled  to  warn  the  country  of  the 
incurfions  of  the  Englifli  borderers.  From  this  top,  there 
is  a  moft  extenfive  and  enchanting,  profpeft  of  Annandale, 
Eikdale,  the  Englifli  border,  Solway  Frith,  Irifti  Sea,  Ifle 
of  Man,  part  of  Nith'fdale,  and  Galloway.  At  the  foutheni 
end  of  the  parifli,  there  is  a  limeftone  quarry,  which  pro- 
duces a  coarfe,  dark- coloured,  but  ftrong  lime  for  land* 
There  is  fome  frceftone  at  Old  Walls,  but  too  foft  for  du- 
rable ufe.  There  is  plenty  of  whin  and  rag  ftope  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Lockerbie,  which,  when  ikilfully  built^ 
makes  excellent  and  beautiful  walls.  Free  hewn  ft  one 
comes  from  the  upper  end  of  Lochmaben  parifli,  about  4 
miles  diflant. 

Cattle,  Sbeepi  irr.— There  is  a  great  number'  of  black 
cattle  bred  in  the  parifti,  particularly  in  the  Highland  part. 
A  good  deal  of  butter  and  cheefe  made.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  Lockerbie,  the  grazing  of  a  milk  cow  is  L.  ii' 
10  s.  a-year.  Skimmed  milk  is  fold  for  i  d.  the  Scotch 
pint,  butter  at  8d.  and  9d.  the  pound,  new  cheefe  at  3d.  the 
pound,  and  old  cheefe  from  5  s.  to  8  s.  the  ftone^  heavy  weight, 
being  24  ounces  to  the  pound.  The  farmers  preferring 
black  cattle  to  flieep,  there  is  only  one  or  two  ftieep  flocks 
in  the  parifli,  yet  there  are  a  great  number  of  pets  and 
3  iambjB 
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Isunbsy  and  hogs  wintered,  in  all  amounting  to  about  zioo**^ 
Black  cattle,  horfes,  (heep  and  wool,  hav^  been  rifing  in 
their  price  for  leveral  jears  pail.  Tht  wool  fold  at  the 
Lockerbie  markets  comes  from  the  upper  part  of  Annan- 
dale  and  Eikdale,  and  is  from  4  s.  to  10  s.  the  ftone.  Un« 
laid  or  pet  wool,  is  from  15  s.  to  L.  i»  i  s.  the  ilone.  The 
common  people  are  generallj  clothed  in  home  manufadure, 
from  the  laid  Iheep  wool,  at  the  rate  of  2  s.  6  d.  3  s.  and  4  s. 
the  yard,  for  the  Scotch  ellwand  is  now  univerfallj  laid 
afide.  Everj  family  is  a  fmall  fa&orj  for  both  linen  and 
woollen  cloth.  There  are  a  great  manj  dyers  and  dreiTers 
of  cloth,  alfo  bleachers,  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Roadsy  Woodsf  (^r.— *The  great  poft  and  turnpike  road 
from  London  to  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  runs  through 
Lockerbie  and  this  parilh.  The  fouthem  mail  coach  arrives 
at  the  pofl-office  here  every  evening,  and  the  northern  ditto 
every  morning.  The  time  of  communication  betweea 
London  and  Lockerbie  (336  miles)  is  only  about  50  hours. 
Along  this  road  in  the  fpring,  but  efpecially  in  the  end  of 
harveft,  vafl  droves  of  black  cattle  from  the  North  and 
Weft  Highlands  pais  into  England,  to  the  number  of  about 
10,000  annually,  prices  from  L.  3  to  L.  7  each,  in  order  to 
be  fatted  in  the  Norfolk  fenns  and  other  places,  and  fupply 
the  London  and  other  markets,  making  the  moft  delicious 
meat,  vaftly  preferable  to  the  large  and  rancid  Irifh  homed 
bullocks.  About!  50  cart  loads  of  merchant  goods  paik 
Weekly  to  and  from  Glafgow,  and  that  vicinity,  moftly  o£ 
the  cotton  fort.    The  private  roads  in  this  parifli  are  getting 

into 

#  The  beafts  of  the  wild  kind  are  foxes,  ham,  badgers,  polecats,  wca- 
lels,  hedgehogs,  adden,  (bakes,  otten.  There  are  moorfowl,  red  and 
black,  patridges,  Sec;  «lfo  geefe,  ducks,  herons,  teals,  fnipes,  plovers^ 
woodcocks,  blackbirds,  crows,  magpies,  thrulhes,  wrens,  lapwings,  kitet, 
hawks,  cuckoos,  fwallows,  cranes,  pigeons,  fparrows,  lioacts,  larks,  gold^ 
inches, fea-guUsi  and  robin-redbrea^. 
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mto  exceUent  repair,  owing  to  the  cooverfion  of  the  fhitute 
labour  of  the  |pmen  and  houfehoulders  into  a  pecuniary 
affeiTment^  bj  ad  of  Parliament  1777,  producing  in  this 
parifh  annually  L,  45 ;  which,  bj  the  judicious  management 
of  the  comnuiliotters  in  general,  and  peculiarly  by  the  abi- 
Kty  and  aflivity  of  William  Stewart,  Efq;  fa^r  to  Lord 
Hopetoun,  as  fucceeding  the  bte  Marquis  of  Annandale,  the 
only  refiding  juQice  of  the  peace  and  afting  commiiEoner 
of  fupply  in  the  pariih,  has  been  properly  expended,  and 
contributed  to  their  improvement  beyond  expedation.  In 
confequence  of  this  melioration,  lime  cai^iage  for  the  im- 
provement of  laud  is  greatly  facilitated,  and  a  fpirit  of  agri- 
cultural improvement  prevails,  though  the  lime  is  brought  at 
20  miles  diftance.  The  new  mode  of  farming,  by  rotation 
of  crops,  and  fubdividing  and  inclofing  by  ftone  fence,  hedge, 
and  ditch,  and  planting  trees  on  the  hedge-rows,  takes  place. 
There  are  but  few  woods  in  the  pariih.  There  are  feme 
new  and  thriving  plantations  of  common  firs  on  Lord 
Hopetoun's  and  Lord  Mansfield's  lands,  and  fome  old  flrips 
along  the  cleugh  fides  and  banks  of  the  paters,  and  parti- 
cularly there  is  a  large  plantation  round  the  maniion-houfe 
of  HaUdikes,  Whitewynd,  Rofebank,  and  Robert-hill,  and 
ibme  infimt  plantations  rifing  pn  the  eftate  of  Lockerbie :; 
but  it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  this  part  of  the  country 
.  is  defe&ive  and  naked  in  this  particular,  though .  it  now 
feems  to  be  on  the  mendmg  hand. 

Stipend^  School^  Poor^  ISc. — ^The  ftipend  is  L.  77,  and  the 
glebe,  though  upwards  of  lo  acres,  is  not  worth  above  L.  8 
yearly  \  becaufe  it  is  generally  bad  land.  The  manfe  is  a 
new  and  neat  building,  ftanding  on  the  fummit  of  the  old 
Rirkhill,  on  the  fide  of  Dryfe,  contiguous  to  the  old  church^ 
yard,  in  an  open  part  of  the  country,  and  is  the  moft  confpi- 
cuous  and  beauteous  fituation  in  Annandalei  commanding  a 
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mod  extenfive  and  enchanting  view,  terminated  by  the 
towering,  though  far  diilant  mountain  of  ^kiJdaw  beyond 
the  Solway  frith,  in  Cumberland,  on  the  fouth  ;  by  the  lofty 
mountains  of  Hartfell  and  Queenfberry,  at  the  head  of  An- 
nandale,  on  the  north  -,  and  acrofs  the  rich  and  widely  ex- 
tended vale  of  Annandale,  in  fome  places  4,  in  others  8 
miles  over.  The  waters  of  Dryfe,  Annan,  Kinnel,  and 
Ae,  uniting  their  kindred  ftreams  iii  the  centre  of  the  vale. 
In  fummer  and  harveft  it  is  delightful  indeed  to  fee  fuch  a 
rich  variety  of  lofty  mountains  and  deep  vallies,  of  green 
hills  and  growing  dales,  of  winding  rivers  and  rivulets,  of 
rich  paftures  and  richer  crop-lands,  all  around.  The  rojral 
burgh  of  Lochmaben  is  in  full  and  diftinft  view  acrofs  the 
Annan  to  the  weft.  Tlie  town  clock  is  heard,  and  the 
Caftle  loch,  a  flieet  of  104  acres  of  water,  with  the  caftlc 
ruins  on  a  peninfula  on  the  fouth  fide,  is  feen.  The  profpeft 
is  beautified  and  variegated  with  a  great  number  of  gentle- 
mens  feats  and  plantations  on  all  hands  ;  fuch  as  the  Kirk* 
wood,  Denbie,  Whitecroft,  Rammerfcales,  Holmains,  New- 
mains,  Fourtowns,  Halleaths,  Caftlemains,  Lochmabehi 
EUfbiefliields,  Riggheads,  Todhillmoor,  Kirkmichael  place, 
Hillfide,  Balgray,  and  above  all  the  new  and  eleg:^nt  palace 
belonging  to  Lord  Hopetoun  at  Raehills  on  the  Annandale 
cftate.  The  crown  is  patron.  The  parifh,  in  the  13th  century, 
by  King  Robert  Brace,  was  given  as  a  menfal  church  to  the 
Archbifhoprickof  Glafgow,  and  alfo  the  neighbouring  pariih 
of  St  Mungo. — There  is  an  eftabliftied  parifh-fchool,  with 
the  ufual  falary  of  ico  merks,  and  the  intereft  of  L.  80  of 
mortified  money,  together  with  the  common  fchool-fees^ 
It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  too  fmall  encouragement  is  afforded 
to  fchoolmafters  in  Scotland,  a  clafc  of  men  extremely  ufe- 
ful,  if  able  and  faithful.  There  are  feveral  private  fchools 
alfo. — The  poor  are  Sometimes  upwards  of  20  that  receive 
lupply  from  the  kirk-fefiion,  the  ordinary  collections  at  the 

church, 
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church,  with  fines,  and  the  annualrent  of  L.  65  of  mortified 
Txionejy  amount  to  about  L.  18  yearly.  This,  together  with 
the  alms  afforded  by  the  houfeholders,  is  amply  fufficient 
to  fupply  the  necefllitbus  poor  ;  but  there  is  a  vaft  influx  of 
vagrants  and  beggars  from  diilant  places,  notwithftanding 
the  aftivity  of  the  Juftices  of  the  Peace  in  fending  many  to 
the  houfe  of  corre^on  at  .Dumfries.  Poors  rates  would  be 
an  unneceflary  and  heavy  burden  on  this  part  of  the  coun- 
try. The  people  are  very  liberal  to  their  own  pooi;,  and 
perhaps  too  much  fo  to  ftrangers. 
» 

Heritors^  Agriculture^  %^c. — There  are  only  4  fmall  rcr 
iiding  heritors,  with  the  numerous  body  of  feuars  and  long 
tackfmen  in  Lockerbie.  The  great  and  non-refiding  pro- 
prietors are  the  Duke  of  Queenfberry,  Earl  of  Hopetoun, 
Earl  of  Mansfield,  Lady  Douglais  of  Killhead  for  Locker- 
bie, Mr  Harries  of  Hilldikes,  and  Mr  Johnllon  of  Bam- 
gallhill,  befides  6  fmall  non-refiding  heritors.  There  are 
upwards  of  60  farms  from  L.  25  to  L.  100  rent,  and  fome 
few  above  that  fum  ;  the  arable  land  is  in  general  about 
13  s.  4  d.  the  acre,  and  Highland  pafture  about  2  s.  and 
as.  6d*  The  inclofed  parks  around  Lockerbie  give  from 
17  s.  6  d.  to  double  that  fum  of  yearly  rent.  The  grofi 
rental  of  the  parifli  is  L.  3400,  and  the  valuation  is  7x944 
merks.  The  crops  are  oats,  barley,  peafe,  potatoes,  turnips, 
flax,  fome  hemp  and  rye,  and  wheat,  with  fown  graflcs  in 
rotation.  A  confiderable  quantity  of  barley  is  exported  at 
port  Annan  from  this  parifli  to  Whitehaven  and  Liverpool 
for  malting,  alfo  oats  and  potatoes.  A  great  many  fwine 
are  fatted  and  fold  at  the  weekly  niarket  of  Lockerbie  do. 
ling  the  feafon.  About  200  are  annually  fed  in  the  parifli, 
from  10  to  20  flones  each,  and  give  from  3  s.  6  d.  to  5  s.  6  d« 
the  ftone,  and  cured  and  dried  hams  are  about  6d.  the  pound. 
Fanners  make  their  rents  partly  from  their  barley  and  ba- 
con 
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•on  ezperted,  and  from  oats  raw  or  manafa£hired  iiitoineaV 
and  from  the  breeding  of  black  cattle  and  feme  for  horfes. 
As  the  grain  here  is  of  the  beft  quality,  it  commands  the 
bigheft  price.  The  price  of  labour  is  greatly  on  the  rife» 
particularlydn  barveft ;  Reapers  getting  i  s.  the  day  with  their 
vi£hialsy  and  i  s.  6  d.  without  them ;  but  at  the  other  fea- 
fons  labourers  are  much  cheaper,  being  in  winter  6d..and 
in  fpring  and  fummer  8  d.  and  9  d.  the  day  with  vie- 
tuals* 

General  Charaffer,  and  Mifcellaneous  Ob/ervations.^^The 
people  are  honeft,  fober,  induftrious  in  their  refpedive  oc- 
ciq>ations ;  well  afieded  to  the  pre£ent  govenment,  both 
ecdefiafHcal  and  civil;  peaceable  and  pious,  regular  in 
attending  church  ordinances  on  the  Lord's  day,  are  well  ac- 
qtiainted  with  the  principles  of  Chriftianity,  are  devoid  of 
bigotry  and  hypocrify,  are  moderate  and  hiunane,  and  de- 
light to  favour  one  another.  Even  in  the  town  of  Locker- 
bie, where  dramming  fometimes  does  prevail,  efpecially 
about  the  market  times,  there  has  not  been  a  fight  or  quarrel 
worth  mentioning  for  thefe  11  years  paft,  the  time  of  the 
incumbent's  minillry,  nor  for  as  long  before  that,  as  he  has 
been  informed.  This  is  a  proof  of  the  civilization  of  the 
people  ;  and  peculiarly  to  the  praife  of  the  fair  fex,  if  men 
are  fometimes  feen  drunk,  women  never  are,  neither  at 
maiskets,  nor  on  any4>ther  occafion.  Marriages  are  early 
and  fruitful,  there  being  few  bachelors  beyond  25  years  of 
age.  This  parifh  hath  •produced  feveral  eminent,  learned, 
end  mercantile  men,  who  have  travelled  to  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  Indies,  and  fuccelsfully  obtained  fortunes.  The  prin- 
cipal diverfion  or  amufement  is  curling  on  the  ice  in  the 
winter,  when  fometimes  fcores  of  people  afTemble  on  the 
vaters,  and  in  the  moft  keen,  yet  friendly  manner,  engage 
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kgaiitft  dnci  Another,  and  ufoallj  conclude  the  game  and  day 
with  a  good  dinner,  drink,  and  fongs.  The  people  are 
health  J  and  robufl.  The  parifh  is  improving  in  agricul- 
ture annuallj,  and  increaGng  in  the  number  of  inhabitants ; 
i>ut  efpeciallj  in  the  town  of  Lockerbie,  which  hath  in<* 
creafed  upwards  of  150  within  thefe  10  years  paft.  The 
drefs,  diet,  language,  and  manners,  are  daily  mending,  and 
-raftly  fuperior  to  fom^  of  the  neighbouring  and  country 
pariihes. 
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NUMBER    XXIX: 


PARISH    or    BOURTIE. 


(County  and  SYNob  of  Abcrd^ek,  Presbytery  or 
Garioch)^ 


By  the  R€v.  Mir  Thomas  Shepherd. 


Extent,  Sot/,  Sec. 

ITS  extent  is  about  4  Englilh  miles  in  length>  and  a  in 
breadthy  and  it  contains  about  4000  acres,  moft  of 
which  have  been  meafured,  and  above  600  acres  inclofed. 
Some  of  thefe  inclofures  are  planted  with  firs,  and  general- 
ly in  a  thriving  waj.  One  of  the  greateft  extent,  of  50 
acres,  on  the  eftate  of  Barra,  was  among  the  earlieft  plant* 
ed  in  this  country,  and  is  now  cutting  down  and  felling  to 
good  account.  On  the  fame  eftate  is*  lately  finiflied  ano- 
ther inclofure,  not  fo  extenfive  as  the  former,  but  is  flock- 
ed with  a  variety  of  plants  of  different  kinds  of  wood  be- 
fides  that  of  firs.  About  the  middle  of  the  parifh,  there 
are  two  ranges  of  hills,  moftly  green.  They  feem  of  old 
to  have  been  laboured  within  50  yards  of  the  top,  but  now 
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Itbe  higher  parts  are  negle&ed.  The  ground  upon  the 
ikirtSy  and  at  the  bottom  of  thefe  hills,  is  wet  and  fpungjr ; 
l^er  in  harveft  by  10  days  than  the  earlieil  parts  of  the  pa- 
rilh,  and  feems  more  fuited  for  grals  than  grain.  The 
lands  lying  to  the  W.  and  to  the  £.  of  thefe  hills  are  gene- 
rally of  a  ftrong  ftiff  foil,  with  a  clay  bottom,  pretty  fertile, 
but  much  peftered  with  large  ftones,  both  above  and  be- 
low the  furface.  About  20  years  ago,  our  country  did  not 
breed  cattle  of  fufficient  bulk  and  Ibrength  to  labour  the 
groond.  They  were  moftly  lM*ought  from  the  fouth,  par- 
ticolarly  from  Fifeihire.  In  a  few  years,  by  hard  labour, 
they  were  worn  out,  and  became  unfit  for  fervice  ;  and  as 
the  farmer  had  not  the  means  of  fattening  them,  he  very 
often  fold  them  for  a  third  part  of  what  they  coft  him. 
The  cafe  is  now  much  altered  to  the  better.  The  farmer 
brings  up  oxen  able  for  his  work,  felk  them  or  fattens 
them  when  they  begin  to  be  upon  the  decline,  and  in  this 
way  is  rather  a  confiderable  gainer  than  a  lofer  upon  his 
work  cattle. 

Pofiulaiion. — ^According  to  Dr  Wcbfter's  report,  the  po- 
pulation was  then  525.  The  number  of  inhabitants,  by 
an  exaS  lift  in  1771,  was  560.  It  is  now  only  45c  ;  thede- 
creafe  is  principally  owing  to  the  monopoly  of  farms,  and 
the  fcarcity'of  mofs.  Of  the  prefent  inhabitants,  2  are 
Seceders,  10  Epifcopalians,  and  6  Quakers,  the  reft  attend 
the  Eftabliftied  Church. 

Rents.'-^nt  farmer  poflefles  nearly  what  employed  4 ; 
each  of  whom  yoked  10  oxen.  The  proprietor  took  thefe 
lands  under  his  own  management  for  a  few  years,  inclofed 
and  limed  a  confiderable  part*  of  the  gronnds,  built  an  ex- 
^Ilent  dweHing-honfe,  fobftantial  and  commicidious  ofBce- 
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houfes,  and  let  the  ^hole  to  one  gentleman,  at  rather  more 
than  double  the  rent  the  lands  formerly  gave.  The  rent  is 
noiiv  about  L.  185  Sterling.  Another  farm  rents  L.  105 
Sterling.  The  reft  of  the  rents,  of  the  pariih  are  from 
L.  40  down  to  L.  7  Sterling.  The  whole  rent  of  the  pa- 
riih is  about  L.  loco  Sterling,  the  valued  rent  L.  2501 
Scots. 

Mode  <>f  Cvltivation, — Several  of  the  teoants  yoke  xo 
oxen  in  one  plough  ;  however,  the  new  hufbandry  has  been 
pradifed  by  fome  of  them  for  feveral  years,  and  is  daily 
increaung.  There  are  about  50  acres  of  turnip,  and  250 
of  fown  grafs.  The  grain  generally  fown  b  bear  and  oats« 
few  peafe  or  lint-feed  ;  and  there  are  as  maqy  potatoes  rai- 
fed  as  ferve  the  inhabitants. 

Number  of  C<if//(p.— -There  are  about  600  black  cat- 
tle;  500  iheep  pafture  during  the  fummer,  but  not 
{o  many  through  the  winter,  and  130  horfes.  We 
have  iiow  60  carts.  In  1744,  when  the  prefent  in- 
cumbent was  fettled,  there  were  only  ^.  At  that 
period  there  were  only  two  houfes  in  the  parifli  which 
bad  ftone  chimnies,  the  houfe  of  Barra-^md  the  manfe. 
Since  that  time,  three  of  the  heritors  have  built  manfioa* 
houfes ;  and  within  thefe  few  years,  feven  neat  and  com- 
modious houfes  have  been  ereded,  upon  different  farms 
within  the  eftate  of  Barra. 

Manure  and  Fuei.-^Tht  principle  manure  is  that  which  1 
the  cattle  afford.     Of  late  the  farmers  have  begun  to  bring* 
lime  from  Aberdeen  and  Newburgb;  Englilh  and  Scotch 
ibetls,     and    foiae    powdered    lime    from    Udny    and   th^ 
^uphan  country,     Sozx^e  years  ago  it  was  to  be  bad  at  Pit- 
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medden.    The  principal  fiiel  is  peat,  and  fome  turf  from 
the  moors  and  furface  of  the  peat-mols. 

Antiquitusj'^Oxk  the  fummit  of  the  hill  of  Barm, 
there  are  the  diftind  remains  of  a  camp,  of  a  circiilar 
form,  in  extent  near  to  3  acres,  and  furrounded  with  3 
ditches.  It  goes  under  the  name  of  the  CummirCs  Camp, 
Xhe  Cummins  were  a  hold  and  numerous  race  of  people, 
who  are  faid  to  have  heen  proprietors  of  the  greateft  part 
of  the  Buchan  country,  and  difaffeded  to  King  Robert 
Bruce*  After  the  battle  near  Inverury,  where  the  king's 
arms  were  vidorious,  he  marched  his  trpops,  ftormed  this 
camp,  and  put  the  Cummins  to  flight.  It  is  probable 
this  camp  had  been  originally  formed  by  the  Danes,  as  it 
feems  to  have  required  confiderable  time  and  labour  to 
execute  it,  and  that  the  Cummins  had  taken  pofleHion  of 
it  as  an  advantageous  polL  In  the  church  yard  there  is  a 
long  rough  done,  cut  out  into  a  coarfe  flatue  of  a  man« 
The  traditional  report  is,  that  it  was  done  for  the  cele- 
brated Thomas  de  Longueville,  the  companion  of  Wallace, 
who  was  killed  in  ftorming  the  above  mentioned  camp, 
and  is  buried  here  ;  but  all  this  reils  upon  uncertain  tradi- 
tion. There  are  three  Druidical  temples  here,  two  of 
them  pretty  entire. 

Heritors  and  5//]p^ii//.— There  are  5  heritors,  none  of 
whom  at  prefent  refide.  The  ftipend  is  L.  42  :  4  :  5  in 
money,  32  bolls  of  meal,  and  16  bolls  of  bear. 

CbaraBer  of  the  People, — They  are  fober,  induftrious, 
and  peaceable.  Since  1744  none  of  them  have  been  tried 
before  a  criminal  court. 
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jidfoanttigis  and  Difadvamages^^^Tht  adTanUges  art 
the  fobriety  of  the  inhabitants,  (not  an  aleboofe  being  in 
the  parilb),  and  the  diligence  of  the  won:ien  in  knitting 
ibckings.  Thej  are  fiu-  from  lime,  and  it  requites  a  con- 
iiderable  fhare  of  their  fuanner  laboor  to  pro^de  fiiicL* 

*  The  rife  of  fann  lervants  wages  is  very  remarkable.    Whitu  the  pre- 
fent  iocttrobent  was  fettled  in   1 744,  the  half  year's  wage  of  men  (ervanU 
was  from  8  s.  to  X5s,  Sterling.    The  prefent  rate  u  from  L.  a,  los.  tft 
'J*.^^  t5s.  Sterlisg. 
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NUMBER    XXX. 


PARISH     OF     CRAIL, 


(County  and  Synod  or  Fife,  Presbytery  of  St 
Andrew's.) 


By  the  Rev»  Mr  Andrew  Bell. 


Siiuation,  Extent,  Surface,  Soil,  Uc. 


nnHE  parilb  of  Crail  lies  upon  the  caft  pomt  of  the  o 
^     ty  of  Fife.     It  is  bounded  on  the  S.  by  the  frit 


\  COttlV* 

frith  of 

Forth,  and  on  the  £.  by  the  German  ocean ;  its  form  i» 
irregular,  anH'  breadth  unequal;  its  greateft  length  from 
Fife's  Neis  to  Kingfcavin  Mill,  is  about  6  Englifli  miles, 
llie  number  of  acres  cannot  be  eiraftly  afcertained.  The 
valued  rent  b  L.  13,682  :  13  :  4  Scots.  As  the  valuation,, 
from  the  early  cultivated  ftate  of  this  part  of  the  country,  is 
in  general  high,  it  is  probable  that  the  real  rent  does  no^  ex- 
ceed it  in  fo  great  a  proportion  as  in  many  other  diftrios  of 
Scotland.— The  general  appearance  of  the  country  is  flat  and 
naked.  At  a  very  little  diftance  from  the  high  water  mark^ 
the  land  rifes  abruptly  from  ao  to  6c  or  80  feet  above  the 
kvel  of  the  fea.  From  thence  it  fwells  gently  towards  the 
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Weft,  without  forming  any  hill  or  remarkable  accllv^ty^ 
The  few  trees  and  hedges  here  are  reared  with  difficult j» 
and  have  an  unh<  althy  appearance.  The  firong  breezes 
from  the  Tea  contribute  much  to  retard  their  growth.  They 
thrive  bed  at  Ardrie.  which  has  encouraged  the  prefent 
proprietor  to  make  (everal  additional  plantations.  The 
foil  is  excedingly  various.  It  is  found  of  all  kinds,  from 
the  richerft  deep  black  loam,  and  drieft  (harp  channel,  to  the 
pooreft  thin  wet  clay.  The  value  is  confequently  as  va- 
rious, from  3  s.  or  4  s.  td  L.  i,  L.  2,  L.  3,  L.  4,  and  in  one 
inftance  to  L.  5  an  acre.  The  manures  employed  are  lime, 
dung,  and  feaware ;  which  laft  is  caft  upon  the  ihore  in 
great  quantities ;  and  upon  many  fields  produces  as  good 
crops  of  barley,  wheat,  and  turnips,  as  can  be  raifed  from 
dung. 

Agriculiurty  iJc, — In  the  mode  of  farming,  there  is  no- 
thing peculiar  to  this  parifli.  The  crops,  and  their  rotation, 
are  in  general  the  fame  as  along  the  reft  of  the  coaft  of 
Fife.  The  ploughs  are  of  the  new  conftrudion,  and  uni^ 
vcrfelly  drawn  by  two  horfes.  No  threfliing  mills  are  yet 
crefted.  Where  the  land  is  good,  potatoes  are  generally 
planted  as  a  preparation  for  wheat.  An  acre  may  produce 
from  40  to  60  bolls  ;  1500  or  2000  bolls  are  annually  ex- 
ported to  the  foreign  and  Englilh  markets,  from  4  s.  to  6  s. 
the  boll.  The  trades  people  frequently  rent  fmall  portions 
of  land  from  the  farmers,  which  they  plant  with  this  ufeful 
root.  At  their  kifure  hours  they  hoe  and  drefs  their  little 
lots,  an  ezercife  which  contributes  both  to  their  intereft  and 
to  their  health.  In  this  way,  after  fupplying  the  family,  a 
few  bolls  are  frequently  procured  for  fale.  The  rent,  when 
paid  in  money,  may  be  at  the  rate  of  L.3  or  L.  4  an  acre  v  but 
a  more  common  way  is  for  the  tradefmen  to  give  the  feed 
and  labour,  allowing  the  farmer  half  the  produce.    Drilled 
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lecns  are  raifed  in  the  tieighboiirhood  of  tbe  town  in  greaT 
quantities,   and  of  an  excellent  quality.      The   crops  of 
vrheat,  oats,  bear  and  barley,  are  plentiful.    Partly  perhaps 
from  prejudice,  and  partly  from  a  wifh  to  accommodate 
their  praftice  to  the  general  nature  of  the  foil,  which  is  ra- 
ther late,  as  lying  upon  a  cold  bottom,  many  of  the  farmers 
in  this  and  the  neighbouring  pariihes,  ftill  prefer  for  feed  a 
mixture  of  bear  or  big  and  barley,  in  differentfproportionsy 
which  they  call  Ramble.     Though  they  admit,  that  when 
equal  quantities   of  thefe  grains  are  mixed  together!  and 
the  produce  repeatedly  fown,  the  barley  in  a  few  years  is 
found  generally  to  prevail ;    yet  they  are  of  -opinion  that 
they  can  depend  mod  apon  this  mongrel  crop.     They  think 
that  the  bear,  as  being  the  earlier  and  hardier  plant,  cherilh- 
•es  the  tender  barley,  and  pulhes  it  forward  in  its  various 
ftages ;  that  from  its  fuperior  ftrength  of  ftraw,  it  prevents 
the  barley  from  lodging  fo  much  as  it  is  apt  to  do,  when 
fown  unmixed,  a  circumftance  peculiarly  prejudicial  upon 
a  damp  foil,  from  the  great  quantity  of  nndergrowth  it  is 
difpofed  to  fend  up ;  and  that,  from  the  fame  quality,  it 
aflifb  much  in  winning  and  preferving  the  whole  crop  m 
late  and  rainy  feafons.     Experience  without  doubt  confirms 
in  foine  meafure  the  truth  of  this  train  of  reafoning ;  but 
how  far  thefe  advantages  are  counterbalanced  by  the  infe-- 
riority  of  this  mixed  kind  of  grain  to  pure  barley,  yet  re- 
mains to  be  afcertained.     Great  quantities  of  thefe  grains^ 
with  a  full  proportion  of  beans  and  wheat,  are  fent  every 
year  to   Glafgow,  and  its   neighbourhood.      The   open- 
ing of  the  Canal  between  the  Forth  and  the  Clyde,  has 
been  of  immenfe  advantage  to  the  farmers  and  landholders 
in  this  part  of  tlie  country,  who  formerly  could  find  no 
good  market  for  what  corns  they  railed,  beyond  what  was 
required  for  home  confumption.     The  principal  farms,  a- 
bout  20  in  numberi  are  of  a  moderate  fixe.    Though  feve- 
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ral  fm^  ones  were  united,  w|ien  the  laft  Icafes  were  granv 
c4^  yet  the  population  of  the  country  has  not  been  fo  ma- 
terially afFeded  by  this  meafure  as  by  the  gradual  fup- 
preffion  of  cot  houfes,  and  a  redudion  of  the  number  of 
fiands  employed  in  agriculture,  by  the  changes  which  have 
taken  place  in  (be  mode  of  farming.  A  part  of  two  e- 
fiates  is  not  under  leafe,  but  let  from  year  to  year  in  pa- 
fture ;  and  the  principal  heritors,  with  their  families,  are  ei- 
ther gone  from  the  pariih  altogether,  or  at  moil  but  occa- 
fional  refidentcrs.  A  great  proportion  of  the  parifli  ftill 
pontinues  uninclofed.  Much  has  been  done,  but  much  ftill 
remains  in  refped  of  drainingf  which  has  always  been 
found  a  moft  beneficial  improvement.  With  a  very  few 
exceptions,  the  farm-houfes  and  offices  are  bad;  an  evil 
which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  remedied  when  new  leafes  are 
granted.  There  is  no  doubt  but  in  the  end,  the  landholders^ 
would  find  their  advantage  in  thb.  The  tenanti  who,  at  the 
rlik  of  a  valu  able  flock,  is  anfwerablc  for  a  rent  of  L.  loo, 
L.  200  or  L.  300  a-year,  is  entitled  to  good  accommodation. 
In  the  prefent  improved  ftate  of  fociety,  ^  man  of  fpirit  or 
property  has  no  encouragement  to  engage  with  a  farm, 
where  he  and  his  family  muft  be  obliged  to  live  in  a  hovel, 
deftitute  of  every  convenience  and  comfort.  About  half 
the  valued  rent  of  the  pariQi  belongs  to  Mils  Scott  of  Scot- 
ftarvlt,  a  young  Lady,  whofe  amiable  difpofition  affords  the 
fairefl  pro(pe£l,  that  her  ample  fortune  will  be  direfted  in  ^ 
manner  highly  advantageous  to  the  interefts  of  humimity  in 
general,  and  to  the  particular  improvement  of  thofe  parts 
of  the  country,  in  which  fhe  has  an  imipediate  concern, 
Befides  the  farmjvs  refiding  in  the  country,  about  12  or  15 
Jive  in  the  town,  who  cultivate  from  3, to  20  or  30  acres 
each,  partly  rented,  and  partly  their  own  property.  Thefe 
are  in  induftrious  clafs  of  men,  whofe  numbers  it  is  to  be. 
wiflxed  may  not  be  reduced.     Several  of  them  are  in  the 
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pmdiee  of  letting  their  carts  and  horfes  for  Eire  for  various 
pm^ofes,  particularly  for  bringing,  coak  to  the  inhabitants 
either  from  the  harbour  or  the  neighbouring  collieries. 

Minerais.*^Jj^  fbrmer  times  coal  has  been  wrought  both 
intheeaft  and  weft  fields  of  Crail.     Vefliges  o£^  the  pita 
and  mines  are  eafy  to  be  traced.     It  is  probable  that  no 
machinerj  was  ufed,  and  that  the  crop-coal  only^  where  it 
was  level  free,  has  been  exhaufted.     In  times  of  fcarcity, 
the  poor  people  have  from  time  immemorial^  been  in  the 
pra6tice  of  digging  the  thin  feams  of  coal  among  the  rocks 
along  the  fea-ftiore  j  while  they  were  thus  employed  a  few 
weeks  ago,  within  the  high  water  mark,  a  gold  coin  of 
Queen  Mary's  was  found,  about  3  feet  below  the  furfacey 
under  a  Aratum  of  rock,  from  whence  the  coal  had  former- 
ly been  wrought.     It  is  dated  1553,  and  is  intrinfically 
tvorth  II  s.  or  lis.  in  the  pofl*eiBon  of  Captain  Whyte  of 
Dyfart.     Limeflone  is  alfo  found  by  the  fea-fide  in  fmall 
quantities.     There  are  feveral  quarries  of  it  in  the  interior 
part  of  the  parifh,  tpon  the  town's  moor,  add  the  lands  of 
Newhall,    belonging  to  the  Honourable  Henry  Erikine^ 
.  But  though  it  is  of  a  ptetty  good  quality,  yet,  owing  to  it^ 
great  depth,  the  working  of  thefe  quarries  has  been  pro- 
dudive  of  little  profit  to  thofe  who  have  opened  them. 
There  is  plenty  of  freeftone ;  but^  in  general,  it  is  by  na 
means  remarkable  for  its  goodnefe. 

Borough  of  CraiL^^t^  is  a  place  of  great  antiquity. 
The  name  formerly  written  Carle,  Garyle  and  Carraille^ 
is  fuppofed  to  fignify,  in  the  Gaelic,  its  fituation  upon  a 
fmall  winding  or  bending  of  the  <  ihore.  By  fome  of  the 
old  hiftorians,  it  is  mentioned  as  a  town  of  confiderable 
note,  fo  early  as  the  middle  of  the  9th  century.  It  con  fills 
of  two  parallel  ftreets^  extending  eaft  and  weft  along  the 
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fliore,  which  is  here  prett j  fteep  and  high.  The  one  ttp** 
en  the  N.  is  wide,  tolerablj  well  built,  and  paved.  The 
fbuth  or  Nethergate  is  not  paved ;  and  though,  in  point  of 
fituation;  perhaps  naturally  pleafanter  than  the  other,  has 
of  late  fallen  greatlj  to  decay.  The  whole  town  bears  e- 
Tident  marks  of  having  feen  better  days.  As  almoft  eve- 
ry houfe  has  a  yard  or  croft  belonging  to  it,  the  town  co* 
vers  a  confiderable  fpace  of  ground.  Owing  to  this  cir- 
cnmftance,  and  to  its  high  iituation  in  the  immediate  vici* 
nity  of  the  fea,  without  trees  or  hills  to  afford  occafional 
(helter,  it  enjoys  a  pure;  uniform  temperature  of.  air,  hi^i* 
ly  favourable  to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  without  pro- 
ducing, however,  any  remarkable  inftances  of  .longevity. 
In  the  pariih,  there  are  feveral  above  80,  but  none  above 
90  years  of  age.  Grail  is  a.  royal  borou^,  and  fends  a 
member  to  Parliament,  in  conjunfiion  with  Kilrenny,  the 
two  Anftruthers  and  Pittenweem.  It  received  a  charter 
from  Robert  the  Bruce,  which  was  fucceffively  confirmed» 
with  feveral  new  grants,  by  Robert  II.  Queen  Mary^. 
James  VI.  and  Charles  I.  By  thefe  charters,  its  privi* 
leges  extend  from  the  middle  of  the  water  of  Leven,  to  the 
water  of  Puttekin,  which  fidls  into  the  fea  at  PitmiUy  bum 
mouth,  with  a  right  to  the  fiihings,  tolls,  anchorage,  &c* 
in  all  the  harbours  and  creeks  within  thefe  bounds.  Ac- 
cordingly the  cuftoms  are  regularly  colleded  between 
Crail  and  PitmiUy.  Pittenweem  and  Anflruther  Eafter 
were  burdened  with  an  annualrent  or  reddendo,  when  they 
were  ereded  into  rojral  burghs.  The  other  places  between 
Crail  and  Leven  do  not  appear  ever  to  have  been  in  ufe 
of  making  any  fuch  payment  for  their  anchorage  and  cu- 
ftoms ;  but  the  queftion'has  never  yet  been  decided,  whe- 
ther the  Town  of  Crail  has  or  has  not  loft  thefe,  with  £e* 
▼eral  other  rights  and  privileges.  About  the  beginning  o£ 
diis  century,  Crail  was  the  great  rendezvous  for  the  her- 


rhkg  fifliery  in  the  frith  of  Forth.  Befides  a  great  nnai* 
her  of  boats  fitted  out  and  manned  by  the  fifhemiea  and 
others  belonging  to  the  town,  feveral  hundreds  aiiembled 
from  different  patts  of  the  country,  particidarlj  from  An- 
gus, the  Meams  and  Abe;rdeen(hire.  Thefe  were  ftipplied 
bj  the  jnliabitants  with  nets,  for  the  ufe  of  whiob  thej  re- 
ceived a  certain  proportion  of  what  was  caught,  '  Immenfe 
quantities  of  herrings  were  cured  for  home  conliimption^ 
and  for  exportation.  The  Drave^  as  it  is  here  called,  was 
feldom  known  to  fail.  The  fiiherman  expelled  it  as  cer- 
tainly as  the  farmer  did  his  crop.  Almoft  all  the  peopla 
in  the  place  derived  their  fupport  from  it,  the  other  fifhe* 
ries,  and  the  trade  and  manufadures  which  were  immedi- 
ately connedediWith  them.  A  liEul  change  has  now  takei> 
place  \  and  we  liften  as  to  a  fairy  tale,  to  the  accounts  gi* 
ven  by  old  people  of  what  they  remember  themfelres,.  or 
have  heard  related  by  their  fathers*  For  half  a  century,, 
the  fifheries  here .  have  been  gradually  declining.  The 
herrings,  for  feveral  years  paft,  have  neither  viiited  the 
coaft  in  any^  cunfiderable  quantity,  nor  remained  long  e- 
nongh  upon  it  to  fpawn  as  formerly.  This  is  partly  to  be ' 
afcribed  to  unfavourable  weather  ;  partly  to  the  ihoals  be- 
ing broken  by  the  buis  fifliing  upon  the  N.  E.  coaft  of 
Scotland,  which  was  not  the  cafe  during  the  flouriihing  pe* 
riod  of  the  fiihery  here ;  partly  to  the  encroachments  of 
our  neighbours,  the  Dutch,  who  occafionally  fweep  our 
coaft  with  Vi^et  of  nets,  extending  feveral  miles  in  length,, 
at  no  greater  diftance  than  2  or  3  leagues  from  the  ftiore  ; 
and  partly  perhaps  to  the  induftry  of  man,  having  thinned 
this  fpecies  of  fifb.  This  conjedure  is  not  fo  vague,  as 
fome  at  firft  fight  may  be  apt  to  imagine.  In  addition  ta 
the  havock  made  by  the  Britifli  and  Dutch- fiihermen,  im- 
menfe quantities  have  of  late  years  been  killed  upon  the 
coafts  of  Sweden  and  Norway.     The  herringSi  crowding 
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into  tibe  narrow  bay^  a&d  creeks,  are  there  inclofed  by 
Bets»  which  are  hauled  upon  the  beach  by  the  aid  of  cap« 
fians,  where  after  curing- what  maybe  required  for  the 
market^  the  reft  by  miUums^  are  immediately  boiled  down 
into  oily  in  cauldrons  ereded  for  that  purpofe  on  the  ihore* 
To  the  circumftanccy  of  the  herrings  not  having  fpawned 
for  feveral  years  paft  upon  this  part  of  the  coaft,  muft  in  a 
great  meafure  be  afcribed  the  want  of  haddocks,  which 
formerly  ufed  to  be  caught  here  in  great  quantities.  About 
eight  or  ten  years  ago,  the  price  was  as.  id.  the  long  hun* 
dredy  /•  e.  132.  At  prefent,  if  one  or  two  happen  to  be 
cattght,  they  are  greedily  bought  for  4  d.  or  6  d.  a-piece. 
The  fiiheries  of  great  cod  and  ikate  are  ftill  good,  but  very 
precarious  for  open  boats,  as  the  beft  fiihing  ground  lies  faS 
off  fhore.  About  10  or  25  thouland  lobfters  are  fent  e* 
very  year  to  the  London  market.  Ten  years  ago,  there 
was  double  the  number.  The  price  is  L*  12,  10  s.  the 
thooland. 

Population. — ^By  the  return  made  to  Dr  Webfter,  the  p^ 
pulation  was  2173. 

Table  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  in  the  town  and 
parifh  of  Crail,  from  1750  to  1756. 


Yeai*. 

Births. 

Marriagesr 

Deaths, 

>750» 

64 

16 

48 

»75i» 

60 

19 

45 

i75»» 

67 

20    • 

71 

«753» 

82 

23 

46 

«754. 

66 

17 

3S 

»755. 

70 

XZ 

19 

»756. 

61 

«3 

40 

Total, 

470* 

118 

364 

^_ 

■ 

Average, 

67f 

x6$ 

T 

•  Of  thefe  349  males,  i%i  females,. 

Jk 
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The  ezceis  of  males  above  females  in  this  table  is  perhaps 
uncommon.  There  is  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  during 
the  above  period,  the  regifter  was  kept  with  great  exadnels. 

Table  of  births,  marriages,  and  deaths,  in  the  town  and 
parifh  of  Crail,  firom  the  year  1786  to  1792.  The  popula- 
tion in  1790-91  was  1710  fouls. 


Trus.                   Births. 

Marriages. 

Deaths. 

1786,                      56 

9 

27 

1787,                      48 

7 

34 

1788,                  39 

8 

38 

1789.                 53 

12 

36 

1790,            52 

10   ' 

26 

1791.                 45 

xo 

5» 

179a,                 49 

II 

35 

Total,    342 

67 

448 

Average,  48^ 

9l 

35i 

As  there  were  two  long  vacancies  during  the  above  pe- 
riod, this  table  is  not  perhaps  very  accurate* 

Particular  date  of  the  Population  of  the  Town  and  Parifh 

of  Crail,  as  taken  in  1790-91. 

No.  of  fam.  in  the  town  335,  in  the  country  73,  total  430* 

No;  of  fouls  in  the  town  1301,  in  the  country  409,  tot.  1710. 

Of  thefe  770  are  houfeholders,    322  msdes,  and  448  fem. 

.     330  are  child,  under  8,     157  males,  and  173  fern. 

457  are  child,  above  8,     185  males,  and  272  fern. 

153  are  houfe  fer.  &c.       74  males,  and    79  fern. 

Total  males  in  the  parifh,     728  )  No.  of  females  more  than 
Total  females,  9725     "»1««'*34. 

Total  population  in  1790-91,  X710 
l^ccreafe  fince  1755,  463 

9  All 
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All  the  Inhabitants  are  of  the  Eftabliflied  religion,  except 
Z  Epifcopalians,  3  Burgher  Seceders,  and  3  Pr^fbjterj  of 
Relief. 

The  great  excels  of  the  females  above  the  males,  in  the 
article  of  children,  above  8  years  of  age,  is  occafioned  bj  the 
joung  men  going  to  fea,  &c.  while  a  great  proportion  of 
the  girls  remain  at  home  with  their  parents.  In  the  town 
of  Crail  there  are  7  incorporated  trades.  The  namber  of 
freemen,  journeymen  and  apprentices,  as  they  flood  upon 
the  roll' in  1792,  is  as  follows: 

Smiths,  5  freemen,  no  journeymen  nor  apprentices. 
Wrights,  8  freemen,  7  journeymen  and  apprentices. 
Weavers,  35  freemen,  21  journeymen  and  apprentices. 
Tailors,  12  freemen,  i  journeyman. 
Shoemakers,  18  freemen,  1 1  journeymen  and  apprentices* 
Coopers,  3  freemen,  no  journeymen  nor  apprentices. 
Bakery  7  freemen,  x  apprentice. 

Scr^^ital  of  thefe  freemen  are  not  Engaged  in  their  refpec- 
live  trades.  At  prefeut  there  is  biit  i  workings  cooper* 
though  this  trade  was,  formerly  very  flouriOiing.  In  the 
country  there  are  2  fmiths,  5  weavers,  i  flioemaker,  i  ma* 
fon,  and  i  miller.  Beiides  thefe,  there  are  in  the  town, 
2  hatrdreiters  and  barbers,  i  btitcher,  11  mafons,  6  brewers, 
^ho  stlfo  retail  ale  and  Britifh  fpirits,  x  vuitner,  and  3  others 
who  retail  ale,  porter,  and  fpirits,  i  furgeon,  t  writer,  i  mi- 
nifter,  i  fchoolmafter,  x  fuperannuated  ufher,  6  retail  (hop- 
keepers,  arid  I  miller.— Belonging  to  this  port,  there  are 
6  (loops  from  25  to  60  tons,  i  bfig  of  150  tons,  and  x  iloop 
upon  the  ftocks.  Thefe  veflels  are  navig^ed  by  25  men. 
The  number  of  flulors  belonging  to  the  town,  but  failing 
from  other  ports,  is  very  fluduating.  During  the  late 
French  and  American  war,  7^  men  from  the  town  and  pa- 
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1^  oTCfaa,  edtert^d  on  bbiiM  his  M»j«ftj's  fieet ;  a  fmall 
jpropoition  l^tulnted  home.  Six  boats  are  employed  in  the 
whfte  or  cod  filSimg,  and  6  fmaller  ones  in  the  lobfier  fill- 
ing. The  number  of  men  required  to  work  them,  is  about 
4{  or  jo«  In  1791*  13  large  boats  were  fitted  oiit  for  the 
herring  fiiherj,  each  carrying  7  men.  Upon  the  ifland  of 
*  May,  which,  quoad  facra^  has  always  been  confidered  fince 
the  Reformation  as  part  of  the  parifh  of  Crail,  there  Were 
fonnerly  10  or  15  fiihermens  families,  with  a  proportion- 
able  number  of  boats.  At  prefent  there  arc  only  3  men 
and  2  women  upon  it,  for  the  purpofe  of  taking  care  of  the 
light.  At  Fife's  Nefe  there  is  onlj  i  boat,  with  2  fifhcr- 
raen.  The  little  village  which  is  (ituated  there,  i^  iiot  now 
£9  confiderabk  as  k  appears  once  to  have  been.  In  the  prefent 
generally  decayed  ftate  of  the  fiflieries  aloilg  the  eaft  coaft 
of  Fife,  the  people  employed  about  them  deferve  ievery 
prote^lic^  and  encouragement  from  the  country.  Nothing 
but  the  m«ft  preiBng  neceffity  ihould  ever  induee  C3overa« 
ment  to  make  demands  upon  them  for  manning  the  Navy. 
Upon  the  occalion  of  a  late  armament,  one  for  every  Jiv^ 
men  was  required  by  the  regulating  captain  at  Leith,  before 
Vol.  IX;  3  L  he 

♦  r  r  an  account  of  ttiis  iiland,  fee  the  *•  S^ratiftictl  Acroont  of  An- 
ftnither  Wefter.»»  The  nifhinchrly  icddetit  there  recorded,  w«.  the 
fiiffocattoii  of  George  Anderfon,  hii  wife  and  five  children  in  the  Itght^ 
houfe,  between  the  night  of  the  23d  and  niLrning  of  the  26th  of  J  •an* 
A'y  ttpt*  is  fupp'^Ted  to  h«ve  been  oecali(/nH  by  a  terilikntation  ftmong 
the  immenf^f  heap  of  alheji,  which  fur  years  had  been  accuniu latin j(  round 
the  battdtng.  al  the  t<vo  iren  who  were  faved,  declare  that  a  futphureoQl 
f^eam  wa«  bbfer^bd  to  iflue  froifi  it  f6r  ftvehil  Weeks  before  the  fatal  night 
bn  which  it  buril  our  in  flames,  'the  infant  that  was  taken  ftcm  the 
breaft  of  the  dead  m<  ther,  and  the  elded  fon  and  daughter,  who  happen* 
td  pr  tidrnttaliy  not  to  be  rtpon  tlie  iflaud,  are  uiider  the  protedlion  of 
Mift  Scutt,  X6  whom  the  light  banfc  belongs,  and  who  d  ubtlefs  will  cod- 
itniie  to  patrontfe  them,  as  they  fiiall  be  found  de(brvini(.  For  Ibveral 
curious  particulars  concerning  this,  %ad  the  other  iflitids  in  the  frith  of 
Forth,  fee  dibbakf  1  H;it  of  Fife. 
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he  would  grant  protedions.  The  fifhermen  here  fiimiibe^ 
their  quota  at  the  expence  of  about  Eighty  Pounds  Sterling , 
thereby  incurring  a  debt  which  thej  have  not  yet  bees 
able  to  liquidate. 

EccUfiaJlical  State,  Stipend,  School,  Poor,  l^c—It  waiM 
appear  that  Crail  was  once  the  feat  of  a  priory*'.   A  ruin 

evidently 

*  This  prioiy  is  not  to  be  fonnd  tn  the  lift  of  religious  boufes  in  Scot- 
land tt  the  time  of  the  Reformation.  It  uras  probabi/  A]ppreirc*d  long  be- 
foje  that  period.  While  this  conje<fliire  is  ftated  with  becoming  diffi- 
dence, it  is  alfo  proper  to  take  notice  of  a  tradition  which  ibme  have 
heard,  that  the  above  mentioned  ruin  is  the  remains  of  a  chapel  dedicated 
to  St  Roftifl.  The  kirk  of  Crail,  with  the  teinds  thereof,  both  parfooage 
and  vicarage,  ancimtly  belonged  to  the  prior;  of  Haddington.  In  the 
year  1517,  upon  the  petition  and  endowment  of  Sir  'William  Myreton  of 
Cambo,  vicar  of  Lathrifk,  Janet,  Prioref<i  of  Haddington  cre^ed  it  into  a 
collegiate  church,  with  a  pruvoft,  facrift  and  feveral  prebendaries.  The 
proToft  had  a  right  to  the  ricarage  tithes,  wpoo  entertaining  a  vicar 
penfioner,  for  ferving  the  care  of  the  parifh  within  the  faid  collegiate 
church  ;  and  fix  of  the  prebendaries  had  annuities,  payable  out  of  cert^n 
lands  and  tenements  of  houfes,  lying  in  the  town  and  neighbourhood* 
mortified  (or  rhat  purpofe  by  Sir  William  Myreton.  The  church,  quire 
end  veftry,  are  (kill  (landing,  and  ufed  as  the  place  ef  pnbiic  worOiip  by 
the  congregation.  "  An  inventarie  of  the  ornaments  and  of  the  fylver 
wark  in  the  college-kyrk  of  Carraile.*'  is  in  the  poflleffion  of  the  prefent 
ninifter.  It  fcems  to  have  been  handfomely  provided.  Befides  the  h^h 
mltar,  there  we-e  eight  others,  dedicated  to  the  Virgin,  St  Gatharine,  St  Mi^- 
cbael,  St  James,  St  John  the  Ba[itiil,  St  Stephen,  St  John  the  Evangeiift,  an<r 
8t  Nicholas.  It  was  in  this  church  that  the  mub,  inflanned  by  the  preach- 
ing of  the  famous  John .  Knox,  began  the  wotk  of  abolifliing  the  mono* 
,  meitts  of  idolatry  in  Fife,  as  their  brethren  had  done  at  Perth  a  few  days 
before.  Having  finilhed  their  operations  here,  they  followed  their  apofto- 
lical  leader  to  St  .Andrew's,  where  they  affifted  in  leveling  its  beautiful 
and  fuperb  Cathedral  to  the  ground.  About  the  tipie  of  the  Reformation, 
Lord  Lindefay  feems  to  have  obuined  from  the  priorefs  and  convent  of-  . 
Haddington,  a  tttck  of  the  tiends,  both  parfonage  and  vicarage,  of  the 
parccbin  a  d  parijb  kirk  of  Crail,  for  the  yearly  rent  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty-five  marks.  By  King  James  VI.  the  pariOi  was  disjoined  from  the 
priory,  and  ered^ed  into  a  feparate  and  independant  reftory.  The  pa^ 
tronage  was  vcftcd  in  Sir  WilUam  Murraj  of  BelTaird»  who  prefenteii 

Mr 


of  Crail  451 

"cvidciitly  of  great  antiquity,  the  caft  gable  of  which  is  ftill 
Handing,  bears  the  name  of  the  prior  walls.  A  well  in  the 
neighbourhood  is  called  the  briery^  without  doubt  a  cor- 
ruption of  priory  tueff;  and  a  croft  belonging  to  the 
burgh  is  defcribed  in  the  valuation  of  the  tiends  1630,  as 
tiicjfrior  croft.  By  the  a&  of  Parliament  •  which  disjoined 
the  parifli  of  Crail  from  the  priory-  of  Haddington,  a  third 
part  of  the  tiend-flieaves  was  affigned  for  fupport  of  the 
minifter  ferving  the  cure.  The  parifli  being  found  too  ex- 
tenfive  it  was  judged  expedient  to  divide  it.  Accordingly, 
in  1630,  the  lands  of  Kingfl>ams  and  others  were  ereAed  in- 
to a  feparate  parifii.  A  ftipend  of  j  chalders  of  viftual 
Kvas  afligned  to  the  minifter,  which  was  by  the  voluntary 

aa 

Mr  WinUm  Mmrray  to  the  benefice.  He  then  refijrned  tlie  patronage  in- 
to the  Kiag's  hands  in  6iTour  of  John  Lord  Lindday,  who  in  1609  obtain- 
ed from  Mr  Murray  a  confirmation  of  the  former  tack  of  the  tiends^  for 
three  live«,  and  twice  three  nineteen  years. 

The  town  of  Crail  having  by  fevcral  charters  obuined  a  grant  of  the 
xoUtgitie  ehureb  and  its  revenaet,  with  the  advocation,  donation  ^nd 
zigfat  of  patronage  of  its  provoftry,  pretendure^  chaplainarie«,  and  chorif- 
try,  difpates  began  to  arife  betiveen  them  and  Lord  Lindefay  concerning 
their  refpedlive  rights.  To  prevent  law  fuits,  a  compromife  was  entered 
into  in  1 630.  by  which  the  town^s  right  to  the  collegiate  church,  and 
the  place  called  the  college,  with  the  right  of  patronage  as  above,  was 
confirmed ;  bnt  their  claim  to  emolument  was  exprefrly  reftrtcted  to  the 
tithe  filh,  and  the  rents,  feet  and  duties,  which  had  Neen  the  efpecial  pro* 
perty  of  the  provoft  and  prebendaries.  The  parr<:)nage  and  vicarage 
tithes  excepting  the  tithe  fifh,  were  declared  to  renain  with  hU  Lo'-cilhip 
and  his  fucccfibrs.  In  xy*i4-i>,  the  queftion  concerning  the  right  of  pa- 
tronage to  the  pariflf  cburcb  was  tried.  By  an  inter  locator  of  the  Lord 
Ordinary  it  was  given  t^gainfl  tht  town^  and  the  Earl  of  Crawford,  as  iiic- 
ccfibr  to  Lord  Lindefay,  is  now  confidered  at  uodoubted  patron. 

*  Vid0  Unprinted  a£ls  of  King  James  VI.  in  the  parlit-nent  houfci 
Edinburgh.  A  mors  particalar  account  of  the  collegiate  chorch  of  Crail 
fll^y  be  obtained  by  ctmfulting  iti  chartolvy,  which  it  dcpofitcd  in  tb« 
Ad  Tocatcs  library,  Edinburgh. 
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2£t  of  the  heriton  augmented  to  8.  The  Sipemd  of  Crail 
WM  at  the  fame  dmfi  declared  to  be  lo  cbald^a  2  fiiiots 
and  2  pecks  qf  bear,  which  the  minifter  accepted  i^.  full  of 
all  iack'dutiis  formerly  paid.  >  No  augmentation  has  hither- 
to  b^n  aflcxd.  In  175 ft  a  decreet  was  obtained  fot  L.  66» 
zSs.  8d,  Scots  of  el?iiwnt-.^i«aej.— The  miaiiler  has  ^ 
houfe,  garden,  and  liable,  with  a  glebe  of  i^acree,  vhidiis 
let  for  16  boHs  of  bear  and  li.4  of  mooej-reotf— -The 
fchool  of  Crail  has  experienced  a  prc^KM-tionablt  de^y  with 
the  town.  The  number  of  fc^olars  througkcnt  the  jta;-  is 
at  a  medium  about  50.  The  fees  are*  for  readu^  Englifli 
is.6d^  reading  and  writing  xs.  writing  ffnd.  a^^^netip 
2s.6d.  Latin  36.  Latin,  aod  arithmetic  5  s.  the  qnart^n . 
There  are  few  Latin  fcliolars,  as  the  people  in  general  are 
not  able  to  afford  their  children  a  liberal  education.  There 
are  feveral  women  who  teach  children  to  read.  The  hite 
ufher  of  the  public  fchool,  who  is  fuperannuated  upon  his 
falarj,  has  alfo  a  few  fcholars.  There  is  properly  no  pa- 
rochial fchodmafler.  The  Magiftratcs  and  Town-council 
are  patrons,  and  the  falary^  which  is  L.  12  a^ye^r,  is  paid 
from  the  common  good.  The  income  of  the  prefem  incum- 
bent, who  is  alfo  precentor  and  fcffion-clerk,  may  be  about 
L.  40  a-year.  There  is  no  houfe,  nor  garden  annexed  to  the 
appointment. — The  number  of  begging  ppor  is  only  6  or 
8  ;  but  there  ase  upwards  of  100  who  receire  ftated  or 
pcdfional  charity.  There  are  no  poor  rates  :  They  are  fup- 
plied  from  the  follo%^  ing  funds  :  ijl^  The  kirk-feflion  fiinds, 
which  arife  from  the  rent  of  about  6  acres  of  land ;  the  in- 
tereft  of  L.  293  Scots  v  the  rent  ot  feats  in  the  church; 
dues  upon  marriages  when  the  bride  is  in  the  painfli  -,  the 
coUedions  at  the  church-doors  \  fome  fmall  feu-duties,  and 
occafionally  gifts  from  heritors  and  others.  After  pHjFiag  ^ 
sxeoefiary  iises  and  ex^eo&s^  ibefe  foads,  ufon  an  avecage  a( 


tkc  bft  4  J99a^  fatfiPe  afbvded  L.  5^  m^jeav  to  so  ms  2$  ]mq« 
fionefs  at  6  d*  each  the  wedkt. md  1^  33  more  to  thefe  vad 
others  'm  diftn&d  ekciteiftancei^  ia  eccafional  ckaiitias  of 
loosej^  coab,  Qiiotke9,  Slc.  As  hoaih&an  to  the  poor^  the 
families  of  Seotftaarvit^  WonmOoii,  and  .Sauchop,  are  xne*- 
tieaed  wUh  peeotiar  pkafvape.  It  maj^  be  proper  to  Dotk» 
heM,  aa  excellent  eufiom  which  haft1>een  ribhlWherl  ki  iAm 
perifii  far  Biofte  than  a  century^  An  annual  colfeAioA  ia 
made  at  the  church-door  about  Mavtiomas,  for  {NH-chaibig 
ihoes  and  ether  articles  bf  clothftug  for  th^  poOr.  the' torn 
collefted  varies  aceonfing  to  cirenmAaiioes,  from  L.  3  to 
L.  7.  A  few  guineas  are  always  addeA  by  the  MR^th  fti 
that  about  L.  10  or  L.  la  a-year  are  appropriated  to  this 
ufeM  charity,  a//.  The  6Q^mg  bex^  The  funds  of  thh 
charity  arife  from  a  fnbrall  fee  paid  atientry  into  the  foeiotyv, 
the  rent  of  fome  land,  and  a  half  tithe  of  fifli  grainced'by 
the  town.  From  thefe  are  paid  aboiu  L.  30  a^ear  ia 
weekly  pei^ns  f it>m  6  d.  to  19.  6  d.  and  £rom  L.  (^  to 
L.  10  in  occaiional  charities.  3^,  The  iailors  box.  The 
funds  of  this  fociety  arife  from  the  rent  of  a  few  deccs  of 
land,  and  the  imereft  of  a  fmaB  fern  of  money.  They 
pay  about  L.  (o  a-year  in  ftated  and  occaiional  charities. 
4/i&,  The  intercft  of  L.  50b  in  the  3  per  cent.  S.  Sea  an- 
nuities 1 75 1,  mortified  by  Robert  Rainfay  tailor  in  London 
for  behoof  of  the  poor  of  the  pariih  of  Crail,  under  the 
management  oC  the  minifler  and  Town-council  for  the  time 
being.  The  intereft  of  this  fum  is  divided  yearly  among 
poor  houfeholders.  The  whole  funds  for  fupporting  the 
/numerous  poor  may  be  ftated  to  bct  one  year  with  another, 
L.  xao  or  L.  taj  SteiUng.  It  is  to  be  wilhed  that  all  the 
uon-r^ding  heritors  woidd  annually  contribute  their  cha* 
ritabk  mite,  which  in  every  point  of  view  is  a  much  better 
plap  thao  ihc  legal  eOabliftrnffpt  of  poor  nite^. 
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SioiSf  AnttquUieSf  (^r.«-»The  onlj  geatlemens  feats  m 
the  {Kurifh  are  Baloomie,  Wormifton  and  Ardiie ;  the  hoiifes 
of  Weft-barns  and  Newhall  have  been  demoliihed.  In 
the  line  of  antiquities  there  is  nothing  verj  remarkable ; 
^  the  prior  walls*  which  ftand  clofe  to  the  fea  below  the  eaft 
end  of  the  town*  have  been  alread j  mentioned.  Upon  the 
point  of  land  a  little  Co  the  fonth-weft  of  the  harboar*  there 
are  fome  traces  of  a  building,  which  has  given  the  name  of 
Cq^  Hym.  to  a  ImaU  creek  or  inlet  among  the  rocks.  In 
the  vicinity,  fome  ftope  coffins  have  lateiy  been  found.  The 
remains  of  an  old  caftle  overlook  the  harbour  upoo  the  eafi* 
In  it  King  David  I.  frequently  refided ;  hence  Crail  be- 
came a  conftabulary,  extending  weftward  to  Kincraig 
N4Hiie.  Sibbald,  in  his  hiftory  of  Fife,  fays,  that  this  mo- 
narch died  here ;  in  general^  he  is  fiippofed  to  have  died  at 
Carlifle  in  Cumberland.  The  fimilarity  of  the  names 
Garryle  and  Carli(le»  has  probably  occafioaed  the  mifiake. 
Upon  the  iite  of  this  caftle,  a  gentlemen  has  toely  ereAed 
a  neat  fummer-houfe,  which  commands  a  fine  profped«  and 
having  a  battery  of  fmall  cannon  mounted  upon  itf  top,  it 
makes  an  excellent  appearance  from  the  fea  *• 

*  In  the  lift  of  antiquities,  tbe  D  met  dike  maft  not  be  forgotten.  It 
II  the  remains  of  a  bulwark  of  dry  ftones,  raifed,  it  is  fa  id,  in  one  nij^ht  by 
the  Danes,  who  having  been  defeated  by  the  Scots  at  tV>c  water  of  Leven 
in  /?74,  retreated  eaft  ward  till  tbey  came  to  the  extreme  point  of  Fifa, 
which  they  fortified  in  this  manner,  to  defend  themfqlves  agaiaft  the  at- 
tacks of  their  vidloricus  enemies,  till  they  had  an  oppf^rtunity  of  embark- 
ing  on  board  their  (hips,  which  were  hovering  in  the  mouth  of  the  frith. 
The  mound  is  quite  overgrown  with  grafs,  but  it  is  diftin^ly  to  be  traced 
for  a  confiderable  way  ycroft  the  foint.  Tbe  large  ^ace  which  it  in- 
doles, with  tome  other  circumftancc^  which  ftrike  a^  attentive  obfenrer 
upon  the  ground,  might  perhaps  jnftify  fome  degxee  of  fcepticifm  upon 
the  fubj^dl.  Near  this  dike  is  the  fmall  cave  in  which  the  Danes  put  to 
^earh  Conftantine  the  Sconifh  Kiag,  whom  they  had  taken  prifoner  in  a 
fctrmUh  ts  they  retreated.    The  only  other  antiquity  in  the  parifti  whidi 
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MamfoBura^  \Sc. — The  reader  mufl  not  ezpeA  to  hear 
of  the  floarifhing  fiate  of  trade  and  manufadures  in  this 
pariih.  They  are  indeed  in  a  very  langoifhing  fituation« 
The  natural  migration  of  commerce  from  Imall  towns, 
where  the  ftock  of  the  trader  is  inconiiderable,  and  the  de- 
mand for  confumption  limited,  to  great  towns,  where  the 
capitals  of  merchants  are  large,  and  the  demands  eztenfive 
and  conftant,  has  deprived  Crail  .of  any  little  portion  of 
foreign  trade  which  it  formerly  enjoyed.  The  various 
mercantile  articles  which  are  required,  are  brought  weekly 
by  the  carriers  from  Edinburgh  or  Dundee,  and  oocafional- 
ly  from  Leith  by  fea.  Properly  fpeaking,  there  is  no  m^ 
nufadure  eftablifhed  here.  The  women^  however,  are  ge» 
nerally  employed  in  fpinning  lint-3ram  for  the  manu£Ei£hi^ 
'ers  in  other  places,  to  the  extent  of  many  thouiand  fpin^ 
dies  every  year.  At  prefent  the  price  is  from  is.  3d.  tv 
8  d.  the  fpindle,  according  to  the  quality.  A  few  (hoes 
are  made  for  the  market;  and  nearly  40,000  yards  of 
flieetings,  Oihaburghs,  coarfe  brown  linen,  &c.  are  wrought 
by  the  weavers  for  iale,  over  and  above  what  is  manufiu- 
tured  for  private  ufe.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  by  proper 
exertions,  thefe,  and  other  branches  of  bufineis,  will  be 
gradually  extended  and  improved* 

Advantages  and  L  if  advantages. — ^The  parilh  enjoys  np 
peculiar  advantages  over  thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  along 
the  coaft  of  Fife.  Its  difadvantages  are,  the  want  of  (bel- 
ter, which  expofes  it  to  the  blaft  from  every  quarter.  Its  an- 
gular fituation,  which  circumfcribes  its  intercourfe  to  a  fmall 
diftrid  of  country,  and  a  fcarcity  of  running  water,  which, 
difcourages  the  introdu&ion  of  any  manufafture  which  re- 

quire9 

feemt  deferving  of  notice,  is  a  (lone  which  ftindi  vpon  %  fmall  tumnlut 
between  Crtil  and  Sanchop.  A  crofs  is  rudely  fculptured  apon  it  Con- 
cerning the  time  or  occaAon  of  its  credtioa,  there  is  no  traditioa. 
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quires  die  aid  of  powcrfiil  machmery.  The  greateft  dif. 
advantage  of  all  is  the  badnefs  of  the  prefent  harbour^ 
xvfiich  onlj  admits  fmaH  vefleb,  is  dangerous  to  take  in  bad 
leather,  and  in  fduth  eafterly  winds  afibrds  but  indiffirent 
ftelter.  It  has  frequently  proved  £ital  to  the  fifbermen^ 
who  often  for  many  days  together  cannot  go  out  or  in  with 
fafety,  ^hile  boats  from  the  harbours  to  the  weftward  ex* 
perlence  no  inconveniency.  A  little  to  the  eaft  of  the 
town,  there  is  a  fmall  bay  or  opening  among  the  rotks, 
cdled  Rome^  fbt  what  reafon  is  not  known,  which  at  a  mo- 
derate expenfe  might  be  made  an  excellent  harbour.  It 
'would  havt  a  good  depth  of  water,  coidd  be  eafily  taken 
in  all  weathers,  would  be  advantageous  for  a  more  petfed 
profecotinn  of  the  fifhery,  and  of  very  confiderable  ufe  to 
the  coaftiiig  veffels,  when  turning  either  up  or  down  the 
frith  in  blowing  Weather.  This  is  probably  the  place  call- 
ed the  old  barbeur  in  fome  of  the  charters  belonging  to 
tifie  town. 

Charaffer  of  the  Pro^/p.— Of  the  charader  rf  his  peo^ 
pic,  a  minifter  ought  to  fpeak  with  caution  in  a  publication 
of  this  kind.  To  record  their  vices  would  argue  impru- 
dence, as  tending  rather  to  irritate  than  to  reform.  T« 
trumpet  forth  their  praife  would  favour  of  adulation.  In  no 
material  feature  of  their  charader  do  the  people  here  dif- 
fer from  their  neighbours.  The  credulity  of  former  times 
with  refpeS  to  witches  is  almoft  extinguiihed,  and  the  little 
fuperftitious  fancies,  which  fo  frequently  prevail  among  the 
commonalty,  are  gradually  lofing  ground.  The  pradlice  of 
inoculatbg  for  the  fmall-pox  has  been  much  retarded,  part- 
ly by  religious  fcruples,  and  partly  by  the  expenfe  of  me- 
dical aid.  To  the  cleannefs  and  commodiouiheis  of  their 
habitations,  they  are  beginning  to  pay  greater  attention 
than  formerljr.    When  dreilbd  they  are  decently  neat,  ra-? 
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ttiet  than  fine.  If  they  are  not  remarkable  for  fobriet j 
and  indoftrj,  neither  do  they  deferve  to  be  ftigmatized  as 
diiOlpated  and  idle.  Their  ideas  and  fentiments  are  gradu* 
ally  acquiring  a  greater  degree  of  liberality.  The  ordi* 
nances  of  religion  are  refpeded^  a  tolerable  decorum  of 
manners  is  obferved,  though  here  there  are  exceptions  as 
well  as  in  every  numerous  fociety ;  as  fubjeds  they  are 
peaceable  and  loyal,  and  by  no  means  fond  of  '^  meddling 
tvith  thofe  who  are  given  to  change.'* 

'  Mifcellaneous  Obfervations^-^oxmtxlj  there  were  fon^ 
corn-mills  in  the  parifh.  At  prefent  there  are  only  two ) 
one  of  them  is  turned  by  fait  water,  admitted  during  flood- 
tide  into  a  refervoir,  and  difcharged  upon  the  wheel  after 
the  tide  has  ebbed.  The  pariJh  is  rated  at  about  50  plough*- 
gates.  For  them  tl^e  ftatute-labour  is  generally  paid  in 
kind.  It  is  commuted  to  private  houfeholders*  The  fum 
may  amount  to  L.  12  or  L.  14  a-year.  The  road  leading 
from  Anftruther  to  St  Andrew's,  and  paffing  through  Craib 
is  in  tolerable  repair.  The  ilatute-labour  is  perfefily  fuf- 
ficient  to  uphold  it  \  and  if  applied  with  vigour,  might  an- 
nually do  fomething  to  the  other  roads  within  the  parifli. 
If  the  middle  road  to  St  Andrew's  were  made,  it  would 
tend  greatly  to  the  improvement  of  the  interior  part  of  the 
country.  The  price  of  labour  and  provifions  is  nearly  the, 
lame  as  in  other  parts  of  Fife.  James  Shairp  was  fettled 
zhinifter  of  Crail  in  1648.  He  continued  to  hold  the  living 
till  he  was  confecrated  archbifliop  of  St  Andrew's,  after 
the  Reftoration.  From  the  feifion  records,  it  appears,  he 
was  a  drift  dilidplinariatf.  The  rigid  prefbyterian  parfon 
differed  in  circumftancesi  rather  than  in  cbaraQer^  from  the 
rigorous  metropolitan.  Of  the  many  refpedable  gentle- 
men, who  at  different  times  received  the  rudiments  of  their 
education  at  the  fchool  of  Crail,  Lord  Dunfinnan,  Sir 
Vol.  IX.  %  M  Charles 
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Charles  Middleton,  Sir  William  Erfldne,  Colonel  Monj- 
penny  and  Colonel  Moncrieff  of  the  Engineers,  have  di* 
fiinguiihed  themfelves  in  public  life.  This  laft  gentleman 
is  a  native  of  the  parifh.  It  would  be  difficult  to  ftate  with 
any  degree  of  ezadneis,  how  many  acres  are  under  the 
different  Iduds  of  crops,  or  what  may  be  the  produce. 

NOTfi. 

Birt&s,  nuurriages  and  deaths  of  inhabitants  in  Crail^  town  and  parifh. 
far  tiie  year  1791,  ftand  as  follows : 


Births. 

49 
Males  13 — Females  26. 


Marriages.  Deaths. 

'»  35 

Males  14— Females  21. 


Of  thofe  who  died,  there  were  8  under  10  years  of  age, 

2  between  20  and  30,        7  between  60  and  70, 

I  30 40,        8  70 80, 

a  40 50i        3  «o 90, 

Difeafes  of  which  they  died,  claflcd  according  to  the  ideas  of  their  friend^: 


I.  FebrUe  Difeafes. 

IV.  Local  Difeafes. 

€ontiniied  fever, 

3 

Uiacpaffion,         .           .         r 

Gonfamptxon  of  the  Inogs, 

3 

Nervous  fever, 

I 

V.  Anomalous  Difeafes. 

Putrid  fever  and  fore  throats. 

2 

Difeafe  unknown,            -            I 

Total, 

.^ 

Cafualties,  drowned,          -          t 

9 

Childbed,           .            -           z 

n.  Nervous  Diieaies. 

Hyfterical,          •           •           i 

Apoplexy, 

2 

Decay  of  natui^,  or  aged,           x  I 

Palfy,        -           -           . 

a 

Ulcer,             -               -             I 

— 

Sort  face,                 -                   I 

Totol, 

4 

Pain  in  the  head,             -           1. 

UL  Cachedical  Dileafes. 

.. 

Bropfy  of  the  belly» 

z 

Total,    19 

Jaundice, 

I 

Total,    » 


NUMi. 
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PARISH    OF    FYVIE, 

(County  and  Stnod  of  Aberdeen,   Presbtteky 
of  turreff.) 


By  the  Rev,  Mr  William  Moir. 


Extent f  River,  &c« 

THE  psuriih  of  Fyvie,  though  of  conlideraUe  extent, 
affords  not  much  matter  for  Statiftical  Information ; 
concerning  the  etjmologj-  of  the  name,  I  never  heard  even 
a  conjeAare  hazarded.  It  is  about  13  miles  in  length,  and 
8  in  breadth ;  fnppofed  to  contain  about  20  or  21,000  acres, 
8coo  of  ^hich  may  be  under  culture,  1200  in  plantations 
and  natural  woods;  the  remainder,  moffes,  heath,  and 
rough  padure  grafs.  The  fmall  river  Ithan,  which  takes 
its  rife  about  5  or  6  miles  above  this,  after  paffing  through 
the  pariih  of  Auchterleis,  and  a  part  of  Turriff,  divides 
this  parifh  nearly  into  two  equal  parts,  and  falls  into  the 
fea  at  the  Newburgh,  a  fmall  village  in  the  parifh  of  Fove* 
raiL  On  this  river,  there  are  two  falmon  fifliings,  one  at 
the  mouth  of  it,  and  the  other  at  £Uon,  where  there  are 
cruives,  which  prevent  the  falmon  from  getting  this  length, 
except  in  great  floods,  and  at  pawning  time.  But  ^  iiat 
this  fmall  river  is  remarkable  for,  is,  the  pearls  that  are 
fometimes  found  in  it..  In  the  years  1762  and  1763,  there 
was  a  con&derable  number  found  in  it,  niany  of  which  fold 
from  IS.  to  6s.  8s.  and  ics.  the  pearl,  and  there  were  two 
of  them  fo  large  as  to  fell,  the  one  at  L.  2,  and  the  other 

at  L.  3  Sterling. 

3  Suf/acif 
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Surfaci^foil,  to*r,— The  furfecc  is  very  uHeven,  a  great  ^ 

part  being  barren  hilb  covered  with  heath ;  a  great  part  of  Jj 

^leoiy  however,  appears  to  have  been  once  in  a  cultivated 
fiate,  as  is  evident  from  the  ridges  that  are  ftill  perceptible 
on  them.  Some  of  them  have  of  late  been  planted.  The 
Honourable  General  Gordon  of  Fyvie,  the  patron  and  prin- 
cipal heritor,  has  of  late  inclofed  and  planted  above  iboo 
acres  with  oak,  aQi>  plane,  beech,  lar^h,  pine^  and  common 
firs,  all  which  are  in  a  thriving  condition.  The  foil  is  van- 
ous,  but  in  genera)  kindly*  and  yields  pretty  good  early 
crops  of  bear  and  oats,  efpecially  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
church  and  Fy  vie  Caftle.  The  more  remote  parts,  parti- 
i^ulaihly  near  the  mofles  and  moors,  are  of  a  colder  nature 
and  later.  They  are,  however,  capable  of  improvement, 
and  a  great  part  has  of  late  been  confiderably  improved  \ 
there  being  few  or  none  of  the  farmers  who  have  not  a  pare 
pf  their  fields  in  turnip  and  potatoes,  and  afterwards  laid 
down  in  clpver  and  rye-grafs.  The  writer  of  this  was  a- 
mong  the  firft,  who  fet  them  the  example  by  fowing  grais- 
feeds  in  the  open  fields,  which,  fuccecding  very  well,  o- 
thers  were  induced  to  follow  the  example.  The  time  of 
fowing  varies  according  to  the  feafon,  and  nature  of  the  foil. 
It  is  commoqly  from  the  beginning  or  middle  of  March  to 
the  middle  of  April,  for  oats.  Bear  is  fown  in  the  end  of 
April,  and  throughout  the  month  of  May.  They  begin 
to  reap  in  the  month  of  September,  and  in  early  feafons 
fooner.  Oxen  are  generally  employed  in  ploughing.  Some 
pfe  8  oxen,  others  10,  and  fome  la,  others  4  horfes,  and 
fome  %  horfes  and  a  opcen.  The  pk)ugh  ufed  for  all  thefe 
is  on  the  ipodel  of  the  Englilh  one,  except  in  very  flony 
ground,  where  the  Scotch  one  is  employed.  The  rents  are 
pretty  reafonable,  excepting  fmall  crofts,  which  generally 
give  30s.  and  upwards  the  acre,  befides  fervices  and  mill- 
multures,  fo  oixm  tat^en  notice  of  in  this  work,  as  unfa. 

voural^lc 


vourable  to  the  indttftrious  hulbandman.  It  is  impoiEble 
\o  afcertain  what  quantity  of  grain  may  be  annually  pro- 
duced in  the  pariOi ;  but  it  is  certin,  that  a  large  quantity  is 
fold  yearly  out  of  it,  over  and  above  what  is  paid  to  the 
heritors  as  a  part  of  their  rent*. 

Air  and  Di/ea/es.^-The  air  in  general  is  reckoned  pure 
and  healthy.  There  have  been  no  prevalent  diftempezs 
for  fome  time,  except  the  putrid  fore  throat,  which  raged 
about  two  years  ago,  ^nd  proved  fatal  to  {everal  people. 
It  has  appeared  alfo  this  winter,  but  is  not  fo  violent  and 
as  formerly.  The  fmall  pox  alfo  carries  off  fome,  as  inocu- 
lation is  not  very  common. 

CharaSerr  i^c.  of  the  People^ — ^They  are  in  general  de- 
cent and  well  behaved  \  feldom  frequenting  the  inn  or  ta* 
vern,  but  upon  very  particular  occafions;  generally  fympathi- 
^ing  wkh  thofe  in  diftrefi,  and  ready  to  give  them  fuch  aififU 
ance  as  they  can  afford.  Their  houfes  are  in  general  more 
neat  and  comfortable  than  they  were  30  years  ago.  Their 
dreis  and  manner  of  living  are  affo  improved. 

Heritors^  Rent^  ^r.^There  are  8  heritors  in  the  parifb. 
The  Honourable  General  Gordon  of  Fyvie,  Earl  of  Aber« 
deen,  Mifs  Innes  of  the  Moors  of  Fyvie,  Gordon's  Hofpi- 
tal,  Aberdeen,  James  Leflie  of  Rothy,  John  Forbes  of 
Blackford,  James  Gordon  of  Littlefolla,  and  James  Hay  of 
Monkfiiill.  Only  3  of  them  reiide.  General  Gordon  be- 
ing  one  of  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  his  Ma- 
Jeftyi  refides  only  occaiionaUy  at  Fyvie  CafUe,  which  Hands 
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•  Ser^Mutf  Wages. ''^^mnXM  wages  hvre  nSui  greatly  within  a  few 
yean,  and  are  ftill  rifing.  The  writer  of  this,  paid  to  the  firft  man  ferrant 
he  had  15  s.  in  the  half  year,  and  to  a  woman- fervant  1%  t.  but  now  the 
men  cannot  be  got  under  L.  3  or  I**  4i  and  die  woinca  dcmaad  Ui,  ^1. 
and  I,.  I,  ro9. 


4^2 
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in  a  fertile  and  pleafant  plain  on  the  banks  of  the  Itlian  \ 
the  furrounding  eminences  being  covered  with  firs,  and  o- 
iher  foreft  trees.  When  the  addition,  which  is  at  prefent 
making  to  the  houfe  is  finifhed,  it  will  be  one  of  the  largeft 
and  mod  commodious  houfes  in  the  countj.  The  prefent 
rent  of  the  parifh  maj  be  from  L.  2503  to  L.  3000  Ster- 
ling. In  1634,  there  was  a  valuation  of  the  pariih  made, 
in  order  to  fix  the  value  of  the  teinds,  whieh  I  fubjoiA,  to 
fiiow  the  then  proprietors,  and  rental  of  the  pariih  *. 

Churchy 
Merks  Scots.      Bear.  Meal.        .    Malt. 


Chal. 

1  Bol. 

•  EmtI  of  D«Bilermlioe, 

.^ 

3 

Patrick  Urquhart  of  Lcth- 

cnty. 

— 

3 

John  Gordon  of  Kirktoun, ' 

— 

— 

— 

Andrew  Meld  rum,  burgefs 

of  Aberdeen,  for  Cow- 

hai,      .      -      - 

60 

Lands  belonging  to  ditto, 

— 

— 

— 

Lands  belonging  to  Eliza- 

beth SeatoQ»    relidl  of 

,  ^ohn  Urquhart  of  Craig- 

finwjr. 

— 

-* 

•*• 

William  Forbes  of  Falqu- 

honc. 

300 

— 

*- 

Andrew  Meldnim  «f  the 

Muirs, 

1000 

— 

— 

William  Gordon  of  Tcr- 

fperfie, 

— 

— 

— 

Walter  Berkley  of  Towic, 

Aleic.  Qardyae  younger  «f 

Blackford. 

— • 

— 

— 

Sir  Geo.  Gordon  younger 

of  Gigh^ 

— 

— 

— 

Lethenty  belong  to  Geo. 

Gordon  of  Lethenty, 

^. 

— 

— 

John  Gordon  of  Ardlogie, 
William  Hay  of  Fettcriet- 

— 

— 

— 

tcr,        ... 

.^ 

— - 

.. 

>4ath.  Gordon  of  Monkf- 

hill. 

— .    ' 

wmm 

— 

Robert  Mcldrum  of  Over- 

Rothy, 

— 

— 

— 
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By  this  valuation,  the  rent  of  the  pariih,  at  that  time,  waa  X360  merks 
Scots  money,  6  chalders  of  bear,  ill  chalden  xo  boils  Qf  oeal,  and  i 
chalder  2  bolls  of  malt. 


of  Fyvie.  46^ 

Churchy  Stipendf  Scbooiy  PooTj  &c^^The  olrorchiftaui  <M 
building  90  feet  in  length  within  the  walls,  and  22  feet 
wide.     It  was  repaired  in  1776,  at  which  time  the  feffion 
gave  L.  20  for  liberty  to  ereft  a  loft  or  gallery  in  the  weft 
end,  the  feats  of  which  they  let  at  a  moderate  rent,  for  the  / 
benefit  of  the  poor,  for  which  they  draw  about  10  per  eenim 
for  their  money.      There  is  an  old  ieik  in  the  churchy 
crcfted  by  one  Watfon  in  1502,  which  is  ftill  quite  frefli 
and  found.     It  is  now  one  of  the  heft  and  moft  commodi* 
ous  old  churdhes  in  the  county .-^The  manfe  was  built  is 
1762,  but  the  offices  (land  greatly  in  need  of  repairs.    The 
ftipend  was  augmented  in   1783,  and  is  1000  merks,  in* 
eluding  communion-element  money,,    and   6  chalders   of 
vidual,  one  of  which  is  bear.     The  glebe  is  fmall,  and  in 
'  4  different  parcels.     Patron,  General  Gordon.    Near  the 
church,  on  the  banks  of  the  Ithaa,  are  the  ruins  of  a  priory, 
faid  ta  be  founded  by  Fergus  Earl  of  Buchan,  in  the  year 
1 1 79,  and  his  donation  pf  it  to  the  Abbacy  of  Arbroath 
was  afterwards  confirmed  by  Margaret,  Countefs  of  Bu- 
chan, his  daughter,  who  married   Sir  William  Gumming,. 
Knt.    who,   by   that  marriage,   became   Earl  of  Buchan. 
From  the  appearance  of  the  foundations,  which  were  ex- 
tant fdine  years  ago,  it  ihould  feem  to  have  been  3  fides  of 
a  court,  the  middle   of  which   was  the  church,  and   the 
2  fides  the  cells  and  offices  of  the  monks.  It  does  not  feem 
to  have  been  richly  endowed,  for  the  lands  that  belonged' 
to  it  in  this  neighbourhood,  amount  only  to  L.  200  Sterl. 
of  rent  at  this  day.- — To  the  weft  of  the  church  is  the  pdri(h« 
fchool,  whieh  in  fummer  is  generally  attended  by  about  3a 
children,  and  40  in  winter.    The  falary  is  paid  to  the  ma- 
tter in  meal,  by  the  farmers  and  crofters,  which  he  is  obliged 
to  colle£i,  and  amounts  (if  exa£lly  paid)  to  12  bolls  of  meal 
annually.     The  fees  of  the  fcholars  are  low.    He  has  L.  2 
as  feffion-clerk  \  and  here,  it  is  but  juftice  to  obferve,  that 

the 
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the  ediicadon  of  youth  u  at  prefent  carried  on  at  this 
fchool  OD  the  mod  approved  plan  ;  and  bcfides  what  is  ge- 
nerallj  taught  at  grammar  fchools,  the  French  and  EngUfli 
languages  are  taught  here  with  as  much  puritj  and  erad« 
Beis  as  in  moft  of  the  £ngli(h  academies,  (the  prefent  ma« 
fter  having  been  feveral  years  in  one  of  the  heft  academies 
in  the  neighbo(iirhood  of  London),  a  circumftance  which 
deferves  to  be  remarked,  as  few  country  parifhes  enjoy  the 
like  advantages. — The  number  on  the  poor's  roll  at  prefent 
amounts  to  24.  The  only  funds  for  their  fujiport  are  the 
weekly  colle£tions,  fines,  mortcloth-money,  and  the  rent  of 
the  above  mentioned  gallery.  There  are  few  in  the  parifh 
who  go  about  begging,  except  in  very  hard  times. 

,  i?oa^.— The  public  road  from  Aberdeen  to  Banff,  goes 
through  the  parifli.  It  is  kept  in  pretty  good  repair  by  the 
fiatute-labour.  There  is  a  poft-ofEce  on  it  at  Lefles  of 
Fyvie»  not  far  from  the  church. 

Manu/aBures. ^^The  manufafture  in  which  the  women 
are  chiefly  employed,  is  that  of  fpinning  woolj  and  knitting 
it  into  hofe.  The  hofe  manufacturers  in  Aberdeen  come  out 
to  difierent  ftations  every  4  weeks,  and  give  out  their  wool, 
which  they  receive  knit  into  dockings.  Thus,  the  work- 
ers are  not  put  to  the  trouble  and  ezpenfe  of  providing 
materials  for  their  work,  but  receive  their  wages  punChiaf- 
ly  when  their  work  is  done.  Several  of  the  menfervants 
alfo  employ  themfelves  in  the  winter  evenings,  In  knitting 
their  own  dockings.  A  much  better  way  of  employing 
their  time  than  frequenting  the  ale-houfe,  of  which  there 
are  only  3  in  the  paridi. 

Mifcellaneous  Articles.'^ThtTt  are  in  the  parifli  i  jcor»- 
mills,  in  each  of  which  there  is  a  fanner  and  winnower, 
turned  by  the  machinery  of  the  mill^  which  not  only  fad- 

Ittate^ 


iitates  the  peoples  labour,  but  enables  tiiem  to  work  in 
good  and  bad  weather  \  2  fulling-mills^  a  barlej-mill,  and 
a  lint-milly  which  was  ereAed  in  17*2;  before  which  time 
there  was  fcarce  any  lint-feed  fown  in  the  pariOi  \  but  now 
there  are  few  farmers  who  do  not  fow  fonnie  quantity^ 
There  is  one  threihing  machinei  and  another  going  to  be 
ferededy  which  is  to  be  wrought  bj  water.  There  are  few 
fiu'mers.who  have  not  a  winnower  in  their  barns, 

P<>^ff&/»«.-— According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the  po- 
pulation then  was  2528.  The  number  of  foUls  at  prefent 
in  the  parifli  is  2194^  of  which  1059  are  males,  1135  fe* 
males,  22  widowers,  74  widows ;  300  Dtflenters,  of  whom 
3  are  Roman  Catholics,  12  Seceders,  and  the  reft  Nonju- 
rors, who  have  2  places  of  worihip  in  the  pariih.  The 
births  and  -bwpiAls  «fe-  not  cKaftly  regiftcfcd^  4he  Jmall  4o« 
impofed  operating  as  a  kind  of  prohibition  ;  but,  from  the 
^  beft  information  that  could  be  procured,  the  following  is  an 
average  of  the  births,  burials  sind  marriages  for  4  jears 
preceding  1793,  viz.  Births,  males  29,  females  26,  in  all 
55  \  bnriab,  males  2  j,  females  22^  in  all  47 ;  marriages  11. 

itradefnun. — Shoemakers  9,  weavers  10,  fmiths  7,  tai- 
lors ic,  Wrights  II,  djrers  2.  There  is  alfo  a  midwife  re- 
gularly bred  to  the  buiiaefs  at  the  expenie  of  the  Icflion, 
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NUMBER    XXXIL 


PARISH     or     D  R  O  N, 


(CouNTT  or  Perth,  Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling,- 

PrESBITERT  of  P£RTH.»)L 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  David  Dow. 


Namif  Extenty  Surface^  &c. 

npHE  ptefcnt  and  ancient  name  of  this  parifli,  as  far 
"*"  back  as  can  be  traced,  is  Dron.  Dronn^  in  the  Gaelic 
language,  is  faid  to  fignify  a  *  Ridge  or  Projeftion,  a  Hunch 
or  Bunch  ;'  and  this  probablj  is  the  true  etymology  of  the 
name  ;  for  it  is  obvioufly  defcriptive  of  its  fituation;  of  that 
part  at  leaft  where  the  church  and  manfe  are  placed.  They 
Hand  on  the  eailern  estremity  of  a  ri£ng  ground,  detached 

from 

•  In  order  to  give  fome  idea  of  the  populoufnefs  of  this  part  of  the 
country,  it  may  not  be  improper  to  obfrrve,  that  there  are  20  pariflies  in 
this  prefbytery  excludve  of  the  town  of.  Perth,  all  of  which  lie  round  it  as 
their  common  centre,  and  are  all,  except  4,  within  6  miles  of  it.  Thefe 
4  arc  about  9  or  xo  miles  diftant  from  t'erth.  Six  parilhes  lie  fouth  of 
Earn  ;  S,  north  of  Tay ;  and  the  reft,  including  Perth  itfelf,  between  the 
Earn  and  the  Tay. 
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cf  Dron.  ,     467. 

irom  the  bilb,  and  formed  like  a  ridge,  floping  on  every 
fide  to  the  N.  and  S.  extending  weftward  with  a  gradual 
afeent,  and  terminating  a  little  bejond  a  farm«  which- 
Ires  on  the  moft  elevated  part  of  it,  and .  is  named 
Weft  Dron.  There  are  fcvcral  other  places  in  different 
parts  of  the  cbuntry,  which  have  the  fame  name  of  Dron  i 
and' they  have  all  a  fituation  fomewhat  fimilar.  The  pa^ 
xiih  is  fituated  about  a  mile  S.  of  the  river  Earn,  and  5 
miles  S.  £.  of  the  town  of  Perth.  It  extends  in  length 
from  £.  to  W.  between  3  and  4  miles,  including  a  narrow 
ftrip  o£  the  lands  of  Pitkeathly,  in  Dumbamie  parifh,  which 
interfeds  it,  and  in  breadth  from  N.  to  S.  about  3  miles* 
The  principal  and  lower  part,  ftretches,  in  a  floping  poll- 
tion,  along  the  bottom  of  the  Ochil  hills,  which  form  the 
fouthern  boundary  of  the  rich  and  beautiful  vale  of  Strath- 
^arn,  and  preftnts  to  the  view  of  the  traveller,  paiTing  along 
the  great-  road  which  leads  from  Perth  to  Kinghorn  and 
the  Qjjeensferry,  a  very  agreecable  profpcft  of  well  culti- 
vated and  inclofed  fields.  The  face  of  the  hills  hero  is  va- 
rious. In  fome  places  they  exhibit  an  irregular  and  bro- 
ken furface,  roughened  by  proje<fiing  rock^,  and  over- 
grown with  furze  ;  but  even  there,  confiderable  patches  of 
corn  land,  producing  barley  and  dats,  are  to  be  fern  inters 
fperfed.  In  others  the  defcent  is  more  fmooth  and  regu- 
lar, uniformly  green,  and  adorned  with  ilrips  and  clumps 
of  plantation.  Some  are  covered  with  an  extenfive  wood 
of  firs,  birch,  afh,  &c.  which  at  once  ornaments  the  pro- 
fpeia  and  enriches  the  country.  When  fully  ^own,  it  will 
afford  a  copiohs  fupply  of  timber  for  all  neceffavy  ufesg  aa 
article  grown  fcarce,  and  much  wanted  here.  A  few  farms, 
more  extenfive  than  rich,  occupy  the  higher  part  of  the  pa« 
saSif  being  fituated  on  the  fummit  of  the  OchU  hills. 

Climati 
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dimau  and  Di/iafeLr^Tht.  higbAf  grooud  poA^flVs^  from 
il»  ekvated  ficaatioii^  »  ptuce  and  wboleibrBe  air^  thougii  x^ 
thet  keem  and  pietcing ;.  btt  th«  Wwer  f«rt  •£  the  pari(h 
cannot  boaftoC  fo  pore  an  atmolphet^e^  for  u  is  o&«n  loaded 
with'  moiil  vapours,  the  csxamoB  <x)ialftti99aqf  defjp^  $iqd  nar- 
r6w  valllesy  where  flow  riTers  wi«d  tbair  cour&»  aad  wh«rei 
nrachof  the  fiarfaoe  is  cvrcced  daring  winter  withlUgnatcd 
water.  The  aaiflcnce  of  agoe0»  fliises^  rheumatitei,  apd  .o« 
ther  kindred  diibrders  «f  the  human  frame,  b  the  mitural 
ccmfequence  of  Imdi.  a  flatt  of  atmoTpberifr.  It  can^pty  hoW"> 
ever,  be  bidf  that,  the  inhabitants,  tbo'  qcfafiMaUj  attacke4 
by  tluffe  diiOTiki'S,  are  ia  general  nohcallby*  Nature  aadha* 
bit  have  a  wonderful  power  to  form  the  c<Mifl)tatioB  to  its 
local  refidence  and  deftination  in  life.  Agnas,  form^rlj  of  a 
fevere  and  tadioas  kind^  were  verj  prevatling ;  the  retuma 
of  fpring  and'autiuiin  never  failed  to  bring  along  with 
them  this  fatal  difeafe^  and  frequently  laid  afide  many  of 
die  labouring  hands,  at  a  time  when  their  work  was  of  the 
gfeateft  conle^uence  and  neceffitj.  For  feveral  yeats^  how- 
enwr,  this  difitafe,  fo  enfeebling  tg  the  human  fjftem,  haa 
in  a  great  meafare  ceafed^  This  happy  change  m^y  be 
cv/'m%  in  part  to  a  different  mode  of  living,  a^d  in  part, 
probably,  to  the  better  and  more  general  cultivation  of  the  * 
foil,  coaftdered  as  n  fource  of  more  pure  and  wholefome 
air.  In  this  neigh bonrhood,  large  tra^a  of  mooriih  ground, 
wltich  lay  totally  negl<:Aed,  and  covered  with  water  ^n 
wint  r  aad  fpring,  have  lately  been  broken  up,  drained, 
and  brought  under  tillage,  or  planted  with  timber^  which 
abiorba  and  ezbaulis  the  fuperAunH^s  moiRiure.  Cqnfamp. 
tf^QS  are  rather  mcve  frequent  than  formerly  among  the 
yoong,  arid  often  feemiogly  healthy  and  vigorous.  Thej 
are  no  doubt  fometimeB  owing  to  a  radical  weakness  of 
ponflitution,  but  more  frequently  to  fedentary  occupations, 
4amp  tioufes,  crowding'  the  fick  and  the  healthy  together 

•  ia 
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in  one  he^t  an4  to  the  pecniciout  cuftoox  of  ezpofing  tb^nx*. 
felveSf  in  a  ftate  of  vblenC  perfjpiratioo,  tp  the  fiiddeo  in)-. 
prciBons  of  cdd.    A  large  draught  oC  cold,  water,  in  tbia 
ftate»  has  often  proved  the  begumiog  of  CQafiunptioaa  and 
dropfiea  *. 

RivarSf  Springs^  A/i/ffra/r.— Though  there  are  no  rivers 
which  run  through  this  parifli,  jet  it  is  plentifullj  fuppHed 
with  water,  bj  fpriDgs  and  little  9urrents  which  defcend 
from  the  hilk.  The  only  river  which  borders  on  the  p»« 
rilb,  and  divides  it  from  Aberaethj,  is  Farg.    It  rifes  in 

the 

*'  Scorbutic  habits  are  tot  rnicommon ;  being  everx  wherr,  in  t  lefi  oc 
greatef  iegrae,  ta  bo  met  with.  B«t  nattm  has.  praridcd  t  ramedQr  fbi 
tbu  diidrdw  in  the  oioeal  watf n  of  Pitkejtthl^  in  this  ntighbourhood^ 
which  have  proved  very  effe^ual  in  fome  of  the  vrocft  and  moil  inveterate 
appearances  of  this  malady,  as  alfo  a  fuccefsfiil  palliative  in  (^rofulotis 
diforden.  The  fmall-pox,  throagh  improper  management,  by  keeping' 
te  patients  too  hot»  and  too.  long  in  tlieir  foni' linen  and  clothes,  and 
throagh  the  ftiU-pKvailing  aveefion  of  the  liswer  ciafles  of  the  people  to 
the  falutary  pradice  of  inoculation,  continue  to  caray  off  grest  numbers  of 
children.  It  is  difiicnlt  to  convince  that  part  of  mankind  whofe  minds 
have  not  been  opened  by  education  and  refletflion,  Aat  any  innovation  on 
the  euilofm  of  their  ihtben  can  with  propriety  or  fafety  be  introduced. 
A  fupefftitioiu  dreed  of  a^ing  contrary  to  the  will  of  heaven,  by  intro- 
ducing difeafe  into  the  human  frame,  not  inflided  by  the  immediate  hand 
of  Providence,  is  the  fentiment  which  deten  the  weak  but  well-meaning 
peafant,  from  adopting  the  pra^ice  of  inoculation.  But  daily  infhmces  of 
its  happy  offers  begin  to  wear  off  this  prejudice,  and  experience  axfd  ob- 
iiaffvation  hawe  enaVled  ma»y  perfyns  to  get  the  better  of  thofe  ill-ground- 
ed fcruples,.  which  they  once  thought  it  a  part  of  religion  to  entertain. 
Another  very  fatal  difeafe  among  children,  and  very  prevailing,  is  that  of 
worms ;  which  cuts  off  many,  debilitates  the  confiitutfon  of  more,  and  is 
frequently  atteaded  with  very  vfolent  and  (hoduag  (^mptoms.  No  effee* 
«Hil  loncdj  feems  t&he  known  for  eatifpatiag  tbefe  penucious  vermin 
IfOffl  the  human  conftitutioo,  when  once*  by  negle^ing  to  apply  an  early 
check,  they  have  been  fuffcred  to  obtain  a  feat  in  the  bowels.  Fad  water, 
in  its  raw  ikate,  and  unripe  fruit,  contribute  greatly  to  introduce  and 
ftvangthen  this  habit,  if>  common  and  tnmblefome  Xfi  childitxk 
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the  Ochil  hills,  about  5  or  6  miles  above,  and  runs  thremgh 
a  deep  and  narrGiW  glen  Yor  a  confiderable  way,  before  it 
iffu<"s  into  the  plain  ;  and  after  a  fhort  courfe  direfilj  north 
it  bends  to  the  eaft,  and  lofes  itfclfiir  the  river  Earn;  at  a 
place,  which  derives  its  name  from  it,  called  Ciilfargle. 
Though  this  river  is  often  almoft  dry  in  fummer,  yet  after 
long  continued  rains,  or  heavy  fummeir'flioWers,  it  fwells  in- 
to a  drpadftil  torrent,  and  burfts  from  its  narrow  channel  in-' 
to  the  level  of  the  StratK,  with  fuch  irrefiftible  impetuofity 
as.  to  fweep  all  before  it.  It  abounds  with  fine  trout,  and 
is  the  fcene  of  an  agrebable  amufement  to'  the  angler  in  the 
proper  feafon.  Mineral  fprings  are  frequent  here,  and 
by  their  fcum  and  fediment,  indicate,  the  exiilence  of  me- 
tals in  the  neighbouring  mountains.  <  They  are  moftly  of 
the  chalybeate  kind,  but  are  not  ufed  for  any  medicinal 
purpofe,  though,  if  tr^ed,  they  might  probably  be  found  of 
fer vice*  for  bracing  the  (lom'ach  and  nerves.  There  are 
fome  veins  of  limeiione  in  the  parifh ;  but  what  has  yet 
been  difcovered,  is  of  an  inferior  kind.  It  is  not  however 
improbable,  that  if  fuel  could  be  procured  for  burning  it  ac 
a  moderate  expenfe,  veins  of  good  lime  might  be  found  on 
a  more  accurate  fearch  ;  an  article  of  great  importaoi^s  to 
the  firmer,  who  at  prefent  is  obliged  to  import  it  from 
Lord  Elgin's  lime  works  at  Charleftown,  or  to  bring  it  in 
carts  from  the  hills  of  Fife,  the  Lomonds,  or  Forthar,  at 
the  diflance  of  8  or  10  miles.  There  is  fome  free-ftone  ; 
but  feldom  wrought,  except  on  a  particular  demand.  The 
appearances  of  coal  are  fo  great,  that  many  attempts  have 
been  m.de  to  difcover  it,  by  digging,  boring,  &c.  but  hi- 
therto without  fucceis.  Three  different  trials  have  been 
made  within  this  parifh  fince  the  year  1758,  and  fanguine 
hopes  have  been  entertained,  but  as  often  difappointed. 
Our  neareit  coal-mines  are  at  Keltie,  at  the  diilance  of  18 

mileg 
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Itides  foatby  from  whence  tbey  are  ufuallj  brought  in  carts 
during  fumqier,  for.  tlxe  fupplj  of  a,ll  this  country  fouth  pf 
Perth.  There  is  no  mofe  nearer  than  8  or  9  miles.  This 
fcarcity  of  fuel  is  fevcrely  felt  by  the  lower  claffes  of  the  peo-  . 
pie,  who  having  neither  cattle  nor  carriages  of  their  own» 
Hxud  purchafe  it  from  others  who  have«  at  a  dear  rate. 

jigriculture^  &c. — The  foil  in  the  lower  diviiion  of  the 
parifh,  though  various,  according  as  it  approaches  to  the  bot- 
tom of  the  hills,  or  the-  level  of  the  Strath,  is  in  general 
ilrong  and  fertile,  confifling  partly  of  clay,  till,  and  loam, 
producing  plentiful  qfops  of  wheat,  beans,  peafie,  barley, 
grafe,  oats,  which  is  the  ufual  rotation  oblcrved  here.  Tur- 
nip and  potato  are  not  yet  raifed  in  any  great  quantities, 
ftill  lefs  cabbage  and  yams.  The  nature  of  the  foil  does 
not  feem  adapted  for  the  culture  of  flax,  being  too  ftiff  and 
moid ;  little  therefore  is  raifed,  except  for  domeftic  u(e. 
The  foil  of  thofe  farnns  which  lie  on  the  hills  is  of  a  lighter 
kind,  {hallow  and  interfperfed  with  rock,  lying  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  furrow,  and  frequently  jutting  out  above  the 
fufface.  But  in  the  flats  and  hollows  the  foil  is  good,  and 
produces  very  tolerable  crops,  chiefly  of  barley  and  oats, 
peafe  only  in  fraall  quantities.  Of  late  wheat  has  been 
cultivated  with  fuccefe,  as  alfo  grafi.  Large  trafts,  how- 
ever, in  thefe  farms  are  unlit  for  culcivation,  and  only  af- 
ford an  extenfive  range  of  indifferent  paflure  for  cattle. 
No  fheep  are  now  kept  there,  though  rhe  pafture  is  better 
adapted  for  that  ufeful  fpecies  of  animals  than  any  other, 
becaufe  they  are  fo  apt  to  ftray  into  the  neighbouring  inclo- 
fores,  and  fo  injurious  to  fences.  From  the  elevated  fitua- 
tion  of  thefe  farms,  they  are  much  expurt-d  to  fuffer  frcna. 
high  winds  and  late  harvefls. — ^Improvements  in  agricul- 
ture 
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tare  tave,  whliin  thefe  laft  ig  or  30  years,  made  a  rapi^ 
progrds.  Much  anctdtivated  ground  has  been  broken  ttpi 
tuid  is  now  become,  throngh  the  united  efforts  of.  labour, 
Iktll,  and  expenfe,  capable  of  producing  good  crops  of  eve- 
ry fpectes  of  grain.  Fields  which  formerly  lay  open  and 
expofed,  and  were  ploughed  in  a  careleJs  and  irregular 
manuer,  are  now  inciofed,  ftraighted,  and  fubdivided. 
The  fences,  for  moil  part,  coniift  of  ditch  and  thorn  hedge, 
often  too  flight,  and  too  much  neglected,  to  prove  either 
eSedual  or  durable.  Some  are  conftrufied  on  a  better 
plan  \  a  ftrong  high  eartl^  fence,  with  a  row  of  thorns  on 
each  fide,  intermixed  with  trees  of  all  forts.  Formerly 
wheat  crops  were  rare  and  fcanty,  becauiie  raifed  on  foil  ill 
prepared  to  produce  it^  but  now  great  quantities  of  this 
grain  are  fown  on  every  large  farm,,  on  ground  thorough- 
ly faHowed,  and  manured  with  dung  and  lime«  One  great 
improvement  in  rural  oeconomy  is  the  iotrodu&ion  of 
threihing  mills,  which  the  principal  farmers  are  now  every 
where  ereding,  at  a  great  expenfe,  from  L.  30  to  L.  100, 
and  above.  As  there  is  no  convenient  accels  to  water  here, 
tliefe  machines  are  all  worked  by  3  or  4  horfes,  and  require 
7  or  8  hands  to  carry  on  the  operation^  By  this  mode^ 
70  bolls  of  grain  have  been  cleaned  and  prepared  for  the 
field  or  the  market  in  a  few  hours.  The  number  of  ploughs 
is  reckoned  to  be  about  25 ;  but  this  is  occafionally  increa- 
fed,  efpccially  in  the  fpring,  in  order  to  carry  on  the  ope- 
rations of  that  important  feafon,  with  vigour  and  expedi- 
tion. Every  plough  is  drawn  by  2  horfes,  without  any 
driver,  as  the  man  who  guides  the  plough  has  the  entire 
command  of  them,  by  means  of  a  long  rein,  which  pafles' 
from  their  heads  to  his  hand,  and  refts  on  a  hook  infertcd 
in  the  ililts.  The  plough  in  common  idz  is  the  Scotch- 
plough/ 
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)>loagh,  conftrufted  on  th^  fame  principles,  but  of  neater 
workmanftiipi  and  with  fome  improvements,  fuch  as  an  iron 
head,  and  a  bended  plat^  of  jetlin  or  Carron  manufacture^ 
for  a  mould-board.  The  pradice  of  ufing  oxen  in  the 
plough,  which  till  of  late  was  fo  general,  is  now  entirely 
difufed ;  but  confidering  the  high  price  of  hories,  the  great- 
er .cxpenfc  of  their  food  and  furniture,  and  in  cafe  of  acci- 
dents, their  being  totally,  unprodudlive  of  any  reverlion  to 
the  owner,  it  may  be  a  queftion,  whether  labour  might 
not  be  carried  on  with  much  lels  expenfe  by  oxen,  eljpe- 
cially  in  thofe  farms  where  the 'fields  lie  in  a  Hoping  or 
hanjging  pofition,  as  they  are  known  tQ  pull  more  (leacfily 
than  horfes.  This  praftice  would  likewife  have  a  tendency, 
by  leflening  the  demand,  to  reduce  the  prefent  exorbitant 
price  of  horfes. 

Population. — According  to  Dr  Webfler's  report,  the  popu* 
lation  at  that  time  amounted  to  598.  About  the  end  of  I'aft, 
and  beginning  of  this  century,  the  inhabitants  of  this  parifli 
have  been  much  more  numerous  than  they  are  at  prefent* 
This  faft  is  evinced  by  comparing  the  number  of  baptifms, 
(for  we  have  no  precife  regifter  of  births),  in  one  year,  as 
marked  in  the  feffion-records  during  thefe  diderent  periods. 
Another  proof  of  it  arifes  from  the  evident  veftiges  of  fevc- 
rat  hamlets  or  little  villages,  which  formerly  were  the  refi- 
dence  of  petty  farmers,  cottagers,  and  tradefmen,  but  arc 
now  cither  totally  fuppreffed|  or  exift  only  in  a  ftate  of  vifi- 
ble  decay. 
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Table  of  Raptifms,  as  inferted  in  the  Parifli  Regxfter 
for  21  jears,  in  the  beginning  of  this  century,*  and  for 
the  fame  number  of  jears  preceduig  1791* 
Tear.       Num.  Males.  Fem.      Year.  Num.  Males.  Fern/ 
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•  There  is  no  ezadl  regifter  of  deatlM.  The  only  calculttion,  there- 
fore, which  can  be  made  of  them,  arifes  from  the  ufc  of  die  mortcloths, 
which  are  ufually  two  at  leaft  in  every  parifti,  and  being  paid  for,when  giTcn- 
out,  the  money  is  ftated  to  account  of  caih  received  for  the  poor  But 
this  is  fo  ioaccuiate  t  ftatexnent  in  refpe^  of  real  deaths  in  the  parilh,  that 

no 


Bj  the  laft  account  which  was  taken  of  the  namber  oE 
feuls  in  this  pariih  about  i8  years  ago,  when  there  was  a 
firopoial  for  embodjing  the  Scotch  militia,  thej  amounted 
to  500,  at  prefent  they  do  not  exceed  45O1  which  is  a  de- 
creafe  of  one-tenth  part  in  fo  fhort  a  period.  This  no 
doubt  is  principally  owing  to  the  modern  pradice  of  uidh 
ting  feveral  farms  into  one,  and  the  fuppreffing  of  cotugert. 
Whatever  advantages  may  arife  either  to  the  landnoider  or 
tenant  from  this  pradice,  it  is  evidently  attended  with  fe* 
▼eral  inconveniences  to  themielves,  and  to  the  country  ia 
general.  Small  farms  and  little  villages,  confifting  of  cot- 
tagers and  tradefmen,  were  the  nurferies  of  young  perfoni 
of  both  fexes,  and  afforded  a  conftant  fupply  of  fervants, 
aod  plenty  of  hands  for  labour  on  every  occafioo.  From 
the  fame  fource,  the  market  was  plentifully  fumiibed  with 
poultry,  butter,  cheefe,  &c.  at  a  reafonable  rate.  Petbapi 
the  prefent  difficuhy  of  procuring  fervants,  the  great  ad- 
vance of  their  wages,  the  Icarcity  of  hands  for  reaping  the 
corns  in  harveft,  and  the  exorbitant  demands  now  made 
for  their  work  in  that  feafon,  with  feveral  other  hardfliips, 
all  fenfibly  felt  by  the  farmers  themfelves,  and  the  fubjeft 
of  genera}  complaint,  may,  in  time,  induce  them  tp  recur 

to 

IM  ceitaia  coaclnfion  c«n  be  drawn  from  it.  For  aany  of  tiie  urfiriiitMils 
jure  buried  in  other  ptrilbes,  and  confequently  our  mortclotbs  are  not  ufed. 
And  for  fereral  poor  people  it  is  not  demanded,  or  it  is  given  gratis,  la 
ttiefe  cafes,  the  death  of  fuch  pcrfons  is  not  inferted  in  the  pariih-regift^. 
The  record  of  marriages  is  likewife  very  inaccurate.  Indeed  there  0 
reafoa  to  fuipedl,  that  until  thcfe  public  regiften  aie  put  on  a  hetter  fooU 
ing,  the  conclnfions  deduced  from  them  wiU  not  be  very  exaA.  An  ac» 
qirate  reglller  of  births  and  deaths,  fpeciiying  the  age  of  each  perfon  at 
their  death,  and  the  diftempers  of  which  they  die,  8cc.  would  afford  very 
fstisfaAory  evidence  with  refpeA  to  die  obje^s  in  riev  by  foch  eaqutries 
u  the  prefent.  But  t*  snfwer  thb  parpcife,  ibmc  fnadl  fldary  might  be 
aeccllaiy  to  «he  ieffioa'clerk  or  fchoolmaiter,  and  would  be  a  f ery  acoqu 
^tllej  indee4  necefl2u7  addition  to  their  poor  iivings. 
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l;o  the  old  praftice  of  encouraging  thefe  little  plantations  of 
jofeful  and  induftrious  labourers.  By  the  fupprei&on  of 
tthefe^  it  may  like  wife  be  obferved,  a  number  of  people, 
who>  from  their  manner  of  life  and  employment  in  the 
country,  yrere  a  healthy  vigoroas  race,  have  been,  for  the 
prefent,  forced  to  feek  a  fubfiftence  in  the  neighbouring 
.cities  i  where  the  nature  of  their  o<;cupations,  confined  a- 
partments  and  unwholefome  air,  are  by  no  means  favour- 
able circumitanccs  for  the  increafe  of  population,  or  the 
{lealth  of  the  individual. 

Divifion  of  the  Inhabitants^  Alorals^  &c, — The  principal 
heritors  of  the  parifb  are  6^  none  of  whom  refide.  There 
are  2  or  3  feuars  who  hold  of  the  proprietor  of  the  lands 
pf  Potty ;  they  poffefe  a  few  acres  and  refide.  There  are 
^bout  14  farmers,  who  rent  land  from  L.  20,  L.  30,  or  L.50 
to  L.  100,  L.  200,  und  L.  30c.  The  reft  of  the  inhabitants 
are  tradefmen  or  artificers,  a  few  cottagers  and  day -labour- 
ers. Thefe  laft,  and  a  tew  young  men  who  hire  themfelves 
for  domellic  fervice  in  the  winter,  are  employed  in  ditch- 
ing, draining,  fifliing,  and  working  on  the  roads  during  the 
funimer  feafon.  Ihis  increafes  the  difficulty  of  procuring 
men  fervants,  and  enhances  their  wages.  It  may  likewife 
be  obferved,  that  the  increafe  of  the  linen  manufadure,  and 
the  late  introduftion  of  machinery  into  that  department, 
occafion  a  fcarcity  of  female-fervants.  Many  young  wo- 
men, who  ufed  to  go  into  fervice,  find  it  more  advantageous 
to  ftay  at  home  and  fpin  for  the  m.^nufadurer,  or  to  pur- 
chafe  lint  and  difpofe  of  the  yarn.  By  this  mode  of  life, 
they  feel  themfelves  independent,  and  more  at  their  own 
difpofal,  which  is  no  doubt  an  additional  motive  for  prefer- 
ring it.  But  they  overlook  the  ill  confequtnce  pi  thtir  choice 
to  health  and  vigour  of  conftitution,  which  is  more  than  a 
balance  for  all  their  advantages.     Their  fedentary  life,  and 

wan^ 
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want  of  proper  exercife ;  their  eager  applkation  and  fcant j 
provi§0D9  are  all  circumftances  which  confpire  to  enfeeble 
the  cooilitation,  produce  nervoas  diforders,  and  bring  on 
iezual  infirmities^  which  render  life  uncomfortable,  and 
hurry  them  into  premature  old  age  *.  As  to  the  general 
chara&er  of  the  people  here,  it  is  but  juftice  to  fay,  that 
with  a  few  exceptions,  and  fuch  there  always  will  be  in 
every  collection  of  human  beipgs,  they  are  a  fober,  peace- 
able, induilrious  fet  of  perfons ;  apparently  contented  in  , 
their  various  fituations.  Crimes  of  an  atrocious  or  capital 
nature  are  fcarcely  known  among  them,  or  indeed  any 
which  require  the  interference  of  the  civil  judge.  Even 
that  fpecies  of  licentioufneis,  fo  prevalent  in  many  other 
places,  I  mean  the  ilhcit  commerce  of  the  fexes,  is  far  from 
being  frequent  here.  Many  years  elapfe  without  a  £ngle  in- 
fiance  of  this  immorality  -,  a  circumftance  which  deferves 
to  be  mentioned  to  their  praife.  They  are  in  general  de- 
cent  and  regular  in  their  attendance  on  the  public  infiitu- 
tions  of  religion  ;  and  as  far  as  external  appearances  can  af- 
certain  the  charader,  they  are  to  be  reckoned  well  difpofed, 
religious  in  their  fentiments,  and  in  general  cautious  and 

prudent 

*  Price  of  Labour  an  i  Pro^oifions. — ^This  article  is  greatly  enhanced 
of  late.  In  confequencc  of  tlic  increafe  of  riches,  the  great  quantity  of 
fiiflitious  fpecie  by  the  fubftitution  of  piper  or  notes,  by  means  of  which 
^\moi\  cwcTj  tranfa^ion  is  carried  on;  and  on  account  of  the  fcarcity  of 
hands,  by  the  increafe  of  labour,  workmen  of  all  defcriptions  have  i-aifed 
their  wages  to  nearly  double  of  w^at  they  nfed  to  be  ao  years  ago.  The 
day-labourer  has  from  lo  d.  to  i  s.  a-day ;  carpenters,  the  fair.c  ;  mafons, 
IS.  4  d. ;  tailors,  8  d. ;  all  with  viduals.  Other  tr.idefmen,  as  faiiths, 
weavers,  &c.  work  by  the  piece,  and  have  advanced  their  demands  in  the 
iame  proportion  — Perth  is  llic  market  for  houfehold  provilions ;  and  is,  in 
general,  well  fupplicd  with  beef,  nmtton,  veal  and  perk,  in  tiicir  frafon, 
from  3  d.  to  4d.  the  lb.;  alfo  with  fifli  from  the  roaft  oi  [rife,  and  fal- 
xnoo  from  the  Tay  und  £am ;  but  both  thefe  are  rather  fcarce  and  dear  at 
prefcnL 
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prodeat  in  their  conduA.    There  are  a  few  fiunilies  of  Se« 

eeden ;  so  Epifcopals  or  Paptfis.    A  great  changeihas  of 

late  takes  place  with  refped  to  dreia.    The  coarie  garb  of 

the  lower  claQes  of  the  people,  which  iatisfied  their  plaiii 

and  homely  predeceflors^  is  exchanged  for  ihow  j  and  ex* 

penfive  garments.     On  every  publio  occafion  they  exhibit 

an  appearance  of  neatneb  and  elegance^  which  a  few  years 

ago  would  have  been  conQdered  as  highly  extravagant* 

As  this  is  an  agreeable  objed  in  itfelf,  when  kept  within 

proper  bounds ;  fo  it  affords  a  proof  of  the  inct«afing  riches 

of  the  country*  and  the  growing  tafte  of  the  people.     The 

better  fort  of  farmers  pofleis  good  houfes  and  comfortable 

accommodation  for  their  families ;  live  in  a  ftyle  of  wealth 

and  plenty;  and  notwkhftandtng  high  rents  and  great  wages 

to  fervants  and  labourers,  are  able  to  vie  wit]|  msny  pro. 

prietors  themfelves,  in  point  of  drels,  fiui|iture  and  table  s 

A  plain  proof  of  their  fiiperior  IkiU,  and  greaf  improve^ 

ments  in  agriculture  *• 

Sitipend^ 

*  Language. '^Tht  language  fpoken  here  is  Scotch*  with  s  provincial 
•ccent  or  tone  ;  the  pronunciation  rather  flow  and  drawling,  and  apt  t(^ 
ftrike  the  car  of  a  ftranger  as  difagreeable.  The  language  of  all  ryi|^ 
however,  is  improving  by  a  more  liberal  education,  and  a  more  extenfivei 
intcrcourfc  with  fociety.  No  Gaelic  is  fpoken  here  at  prcfent,  or  under- 
Aood  by  the  inhabitants;  hut  it  is  faid  to  have  been  the  common  lan- 
guage, 4iot  only  here  in  the  neighboarhood  of  the  Grampians,  but  even 
through  the  whole  county  of  Fife,  not  above  two  or  three  generation* 
back.  An  anecdote,  communicated  by  a  gentleman  to  the  writer  of  this 
ps^er,  gives  countenance  to  this  report  :  •*  By  a  letter,'*  fays  he,  *•  whicK 
I  had  from  Sir  James  FooUs  of  Coltngton,  Baronet,  a  number  of  years 
tgo,  he  informed  me,  that  when  young  he  had  it  from  an  old  man,  whp 
fpoke  Gaelic,  that  even  in  his  time  it  was  almoft  the  uniycrfaL  language 
xA  Fife."  Be  this  as  it  may,  it  appears  from  the  names  of  fcveial  placet 
here,  that  they  are  of  Gaelic  cxtra^on :  for  inftance,  Baimannot  *  Ths 
Town  ai  the  Monk;*  Kilinoekie,  *  A  Cell  or  holy  Groand,  or  Burial-* 
place  on  the  Hill;'  Mundie,  •  The  Hill  or  Mofe  of  God ;'  TiUfe,  *  The 
Rriidencc  of  the  Bard  of  God,  dec.     Thclc  names  ftem  to  have  a  refer- 

e&ca. 


Si^fiatJf  Scio^f  PooTf  Ve. — ^Tbe  ditirch  and  manfe  are 
iHXh  oM  buildings,  and  have  reoeived  frequent  partial  re* 
^airs.  The  latter  of  thefe  cootioues,  notwithftanding,  a 
Terjr  damp  and  uacomfortable  habitation*  The  Crown  h 
patron.  The  ilipend  confifta  of  a  little  more  than  4  chal« 
ders  of  vtAnal,  wheat  barky  and  meal,  and  L.36  :  7  :  9 
money,  and  a  few  bolla  of  coals.  The  glebe  is  4  acres 
and  about  16  falb  or  roods.  There  is  no  grafs  ;  in  lieu  of 
which,  the  heritors^pay  the  minifler  L.  20  Scots ;  a  very  un« 
equal  compenfation,  at  prefent,  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
horfe  and  two  cows.— -There  is  no  fchool  or  fchool-houfe  in 
the  pari(h.  The  fchool,  at  prefent,  is  taught  in  a  fmall 
confin^  apartment,  in  a  private  honfe,  and  the  fchoolma* 
fttr  has  a  fingle  room  for  him£df,  in  the  fame  l^oufe  ;  for 
each  of  thefe,  the  heritors  pay  i  j  s.  yearly.  The  falary  is 
only  100  merks.  The  fchool-fees  are  fmall,  and  the  other 
emoluments  few.  Thefe  unfavourable  circumftances  have 
oecafioned  a  rapid  fucceffion  of  teachers,  within  thefe  laft 
ao  years.  Every  vacant  fchool  is  an  objefi  to  a  perfou 
who  finds  himfelf  fo  inconveniently  fituated,  and  every 
change  of  a  mafter  interrupts  and  retards  the  education  of 
youth.— There  are  no  funds  for  the  poor,  except  what  arife 
from  the  weekly  collefHons,  i;9h{ch,  as  no  heritor  refides, 
are  but  fmall,  and  from  the  ufe  of  the  mortcloths.  Thefe 
together  afford  but  a  fcanty  provifion  for  the  poor.  No  af- 
feffment  is  laid  upon  the  heritors,  who,  on  account  of  their 
nott-refidence,  contribute  nothing  to  the  funds.  They  have 
however,  been  indebted  to  the  generofity  of  one  of  the  he- 
ritors,  the  proprietor  of  Potty,  who  has  at  different  times 

voluntarily 


to  fomc  reUgious  dibblilhrnent  with  which  they  were  conDeftc! ; 
■ai  it  is  sot  improbable  they  mi^ht  be  detsched  but  de^eadeftt  parti  of 
the  abb^y  of  Liadores ;  the  raina  of  which  ftill  rtmMin  in  the  viciaity  of 
the  town  of  Newburgh,  about  6  mUes  from  this. 
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voluntarily  contributed  to  the  fupport  and  inqreafe  of  thd 
funds.  The  poor  are  happilj  not  numerous,  and  none  are 
permitted  to  beg.  There  is  a  (mall  piece  of  ground,  about 
7  acres,  adjoining  to  the  minifter's  glebe,  which  was  morti- 
fied by  a  Mr  William  Bell,  minifter  here,  164 1,  and  after- 
ward tranflated  to  the  pacifh  of  Enrol,  for  the  purpofe  of 
maintaining  a  ftudent  of  divinity ;  the  management  and  dif- 
pofal  of  this  mortification  is  in  the  hands  of  the  preftytery 
of  Perth,  who  let  the  lands,  and  appoint  the  rent  to  be  paid 
annually  as  a  burfary  to  the  ftudent  whom  they  have  cho- 
fen,  and  who  continues  in  the  pofleilion  of  it  for  4  years. 
They  are  obliged  to  attend  the  univerfity  of  St  Andrew's. 
The  prefent  rent  of  thefe  lands  is  12  guineas,  ezclufive  of 
all  public  burdens,  which  are  likewife  to  be  paid  by  tl^e 
tenant.  Miniileis  fons  in  the  prefbytery  are  preferred  to 
all  others. 

Ale-honfes. — There  are  only  3  ale-houfes,  and  thefe  at 
fmiths  fhops,  places  of  general  refort,  where  both  the  idle 
and  the  aftive.  meet.  Every  \vherc  they  are  the  coffee- 
houfes  of  the  pariih,  where  all  the  news  and  reports  in  cir- 
culation, be  they  of  what  complexion  they  will,  true  or 
falfc,  probable  or  improbable,  are  brought  together  from 
every  quarter,  and  difleminated  with  a  credulous  alTent 
over  all  the  neighbourhood.  Even  the  politics  of  the .  na- 
tion, are,  at  times,  difcuiTed  here  with  freedom,  and 
decided  on  with  confidence.  Thefe  are,  however,  but 
harmlefs  and  innocent  matters,  compared  with  that  perni- 
cious cuftom  of  drinking  and  foaking,  of  which  they  are 
too  frequently,  the  occafion.  It  were  much  to  be  wiflied, 
that  houfes  ■  for  felling  fpiritous  liquors  were  lelis  frequent. 
The  pernicious  practice  of  dram-drinking,  now  fo  common,, 
in  confequence  of  the  low  price  of  fpirits,  and  the  cafy 
terms  on  which  the  law  allows  them  to  be  retailed,  has  a 
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mod  iinha|4py  influence,  as  well  on  the  health  as  the  morab 
of  the  people.  £ven  the  honeft  and  indullrious  labourer 
is  fometimes  inadvertently  drawn  into  this  deftrudive  prac* 
tice.  Exhaufted  by  his  daily  labour,  and  at  times  by  more 
violent  exertion,  he  feels  the  necef&ty  of  fome  cordial  t6 
recruit  the  wafted  powers  of  nature,  and  iimply  fwallows 
a  poifon  for  a  cordial ,  he  feels  from  it  a  temporary  flow  of 
animal  fpirits,  but  is  not  aware  that  it  waftes  the  conftitu* 
tion  it  feems  to  invigorate  ;  and  when  it  grows  into  a  ha- 
bit, defiroys  in  the  end  his  health,  his  fubftance,  and  his 
virtue.  Were  ale  or  beer  of  a  good  quality,  and  moderate 
ftrength,  to  be  bad  at  an  eafy  rate,  it  would  prove,  when 
temperately  ufed,  a  very  wholefome  and  recruiting  beve* 
rage.  In  thefe  interefting  views,  it  may  be  fuppofed  an 
objed  worthy  the  attention  of  the  Legiflature. 

Antiquities* — There  have  been  in  formet  times  1  fmaU 
chapels  in  this  pariOi.  One  of  thefe,  which  ftood  in  the 
eaft  corner  of  the  parilh,  is  now  totally  in  ruins,  no  veftige 
of  it  remaining,  except  fome  part  of  the  foundation  belovtr 
ground,  and  human  ikulls  and  bones,  which  are  fometimes 
dug  up,  or  difcovered  in  the  face  of  a  bank,  where  the  foil 
is  waihed  away  by  the  impetuous  torrents  of  the  Farg,  on 
the  verge  of  which  it  has  ftood,  juft  at  the  place  where  it 
iflues  from  the  mountains  into  the  plain.  The  other  is  ifi 
the  weft  end  of  the  pariih,  and  ftill  remains  in  a  ruinous 
ftate  \  the  walls  are  tolerably  entire,  with  an  inclofed  buri* 
al'ground  around  it,  which  is  ftill  the  place  ot  interment 
for  many  families  in  the  parifli  and  neighbourhood.  Thi^- 
part  of  the  pariih,  which  is  entirely  feparated  from  the 
reft,  by  an  interjacent  part  of  the  parifti  of  Dumbarnie, 
bears  the  name  of  Ecclefiamagirdle,  the  origin  of  which  i» 
uncertain ;  but  probably  has  been  given  in  honour  of  fome 
faint  V  fome  explain  It  to  fignify  <*  The  church  of  St  Mag-r 
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"  dalen."  Thcfc  chapek  may  probably  have  been  places 
of  woribip,  ereded  for  the  conveniency  of  the  religious  in 
this  corner,  who  were  dependents  on  the  Abbey  of  Lin- 
dores. 

Singular  Phenomenon. — Tn  that  part  of  the  Ochils  which 
fronts  the  houfe  of  £cclefiamagirdle»  a  very  fingiilar  phe- 
nomenon took  place  about  7  years  ago.  After  a  long  feries 
of  rainy  weather,  the  hill,  about  100  paces  from  the  fum- 
mit,  burft  open  with  a  loud  explofion  like  thunder,  which 
was  heard  at  the  diftance  of  two  miles  acrois  th«  valley. 
A  violent  and  rapid  torrent,  mixed  with  earth '  and  (lone, 
and  broken  rock,  iiTued  from  the  opening,  and  rnfhcd 
down  with  au  impetuofity  which  fwept  all  before  it ;  the 
inhabitants  of  fome  houfes  which  (lood  immediately  be- 
low, alarmed  at  once  with  the  noife  and  torrent,  which  di- 
re£ted  its  courfe  full  towards  them,  were  preparing  to  flee 
for  their  fafety,  when  happily  the  torrent  deviated  into  a 
different  trad,  and  after  continuing  to  flow  for  10  or  J2 
hours,  it  ceafed,  without  having  done  any  material  in- 
jury, and  has  remained  quiet  ever  fince. 

Water*Fali. — ^In  one  of  thofe  chafms  or  gullies,  by  which 
the  face  of  the  Ochil  hills  is  frequently  interfefted,  nature 
has  formed  a  fmall  romantic  fcene,  beautifully  diverfified. 
Nearly  oppofite  to  the  church  and  manfe,  in  a  deep  hollow, 
and  in  the  concealed  bofom  of  the  gully,  is  a  little  cafcade, 
which,  though  on  a  humble  fcale,  is  a  curiolity  of  its  kind. 
The  accefs  to  it  is  diflicult,  which  is  by  afcending  up  the 
rivulet,  which  flows  down  a  deep  and  narrow  gulph,  af- 
fording little  more  than  a  paflTage  for  the  fiream,  where 
the  way  is  obflruded  by  huge  ftones,  ihelving  rocks,  furze, 
and  fpots  of  marlh.  The  difficulty  of  the  afcent,  however, 
is  abundantly  compenfated  bj  the  romantic  variety  of  the 
3.  fcene. 
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fcene.    You  &e  thtt  current  Aiding  from  rock  to  rock«  or 
gufhing  into  little  cavities  formed  bj  its  perpetual  lapfe, 
pleaiing  at  once  the  eje  and  the  ear  bj  its  murmurs  and, 
meanders.    When  jou  reach   the  fall  itfelf,  jou  enter  a . 
kind'  of  open  grotto,  furrounded  with  rocks,  and  ihaded  , 
with  trees,  whofe  tops  nearly  cloffs  over  the  head,  and  caft  . 
a  gloom,  which  adds  to  the  romantic  appearance  of  the, 
fcene.     The  precipice  itfelf,  which  is  diredJy  in  front,  is  a 
rugged  perpendicular  roek,  which  bends  itielf  on  each  fide 
into  a  Cemicircular  form,  inclofing  a  neat  pebbly  bafon,  in- 
to which  the  defcending  torrent  throws  itfelf.     In  ita  ufual 
fiate  it  is  but  a  fcantj  rill ;  but  when  fwelled  bj  winter 
rains  or  burlls  of  thunder  clouds,   it  alTumes  a  foripidable 
afpe£l,  rolls  along  a  deep  and  turbid  dream,  and  guibes  o- 
ver  the  rock  from  its  narrow  chaimel  with   violence  and 
precipitation,  daihing  into  thepool  below  with  a  hideous 
noife,  which  duns  the  ear,  and  reverberates  from  rock  to 
rock  on  every  fide. 

Rocking  Stone, — On  the  fouth  defcent  of  the  hill,  oppo- 
fite  to  the  church  and  manfe,  Aands  what  is  called  the 
Rocking  done  of  Dron,  prefenting  at  once  a  monument  of 
ancient  ingenuity  and  fuperdition.  It  is  a  large  mafs  of 
whindone,  of  an  irregular  figure,  about  lo  feet  in  length, 
and  7  in  breadth,  and  dands  in  a  doping  dire£tion.  On 
gently  preding  the  higher  end  with  the  finger,  it  has  a  per- 
^ptible  motion,  vibrating  in  an  arch  of  between  one  and 
two  inches,  and  the  vibration  continues  for  fome  time  after 
the  predure  is  removed.  It  is  placed  on  a  flat  done  in  the 
earth,  which,  doubtlefs,  has  a  fmalli  though  invifible  exca- 
vation, to  receive  its  centrical  prominence,  and  to  prevent 
it  being  thrown  off*  its  balance.  Neither  Buchanan,  who 
has  mentioned  the  rocking  done  of  Balvaird,  in  his  elegant 
Hidory  of  Scotland,  nor  any  other  author,  recoUeded  at 

prefent 
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prefent  by  the  writer  of  thb,  has  taken  any  notice  of  the 
rocking  ftone  of  Dron.  That  of  Balvaird  ftands  at  the  di- 
flance  of  between  2,  3  miles  eaft,  on  the  banks  of  the 
Farg,  in  the  parifli  of  Abemethy ;  but  its  motion  is  not 
now  perceptible,  being  choked  up  with  earth  and  gravel  clofe 
to  its  centre.  For  what  particular  pnrpofes  thefe  ftones,  fo 
artfully  formed,  were  ereded,  is  at  this  diftance  of  time  a 
matter  rather  of  conjedure  than  certainty ;  but  little  doubt 
can  be  entertained,  that  they  were  defigned  to  be  the  filent 
inftruments  of  impofitiofi  on  the  credulity  and  ignorance  of 
the  vulgar ;  the  ingenious  but  diihoneft  contrivance  of  the 
prieft,  or  the  politician,  to  ferve  their  own  interefled  views. 
It  may  be  obferved  here,  as  a  fort  of  curiofity,  that  from 
the  great  height  of  the  Ochil  bills,  a  number  of  honfes  in 
this  parifh,  which  lie  at  the  foot  of  thefe  hills,  are  deprived 
of  the  lun  for  3  months  of  the  winter,  from  the  beginning 
of  November  to  the  beginning  of  February,  dtuitig  which 
period,  the  rigours  of  that  feafon  muft  be  more  feverely 
felt  by  the  inhabitants ;  and  fcanty  fires,  (where  fuel  is 
fcarce  and  diflant),  afford  but  a  forry  fubflitute  for  the 
chearful  rays  and  genial  influences  of  that  all  animating  lu- 
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NUMBER    XXXin.  ' 

PARISH   OP    CAPUTH, 

(CouMTY  OF  Perth,  Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling, 
Presbttert  of  Dunkeld.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  William  Inneraritt. 


Nata^p  Situation  and  Extent. 

THE  ancient  name  of  the  pariflx  was  Capocb %  its  mo- 
dem name  is  Caputb^  and  is  probably  derived  from 
the  Gaelic  word  Keapoch^  *  a  decayed  wood ;'  but  from 
what  circnmfiance  this  name  took  its  rife  does  not  appear. 
It  is  fituated  in  that  diftritt  of  Perthihire  which  is  called 
the  Stormont,  and  comprehends  the  greater  part  of  the 
plain  of  the  Stormont,  (a  portion  of  the  extenfive  vale  of 
Strathmore).  In  the  Lives  of  the  Bifhops  of  Dunkeld,  by 
Alexander  Mylne  *,  Canon  of  Dunkeldi  it  is  related,  that 

Biihop 

*  He  lived  in  tlie  times  of  George  Brown,  Bifliop  of  Dunkeld,  from 
7484  to  1 514*  and  of  his  fncceflbr,  the  celebrated  Gavin  Dooglas,  to 
whom  his  work  is  dedicated.  The  original  M.  S.  is  in  the  polfibffion  of 
the  Dvkeof  Athole. 
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Biihop  Brown,  in  the  year  150c,  divided  the  parifli  of  Little 
Dunkeld  into  the  old  parifh  ot  Little  Dunkeld  and  the  parifli 
of  Gaputh;  and,  '^  at  Caputh  he  built,  on  his  own  charges,  a 
quire,  with  painted  cielitig  and  ghtzed  windows.  He  gave 
for  the  fupport  of  the  vicar,  a  vicarage,  vhich  had  been  for- 
merly united  to  hia  own  fee,  four  acres  of  glebe  land, 
and  the  rifipg  ground  called  the  Mute  Hill  *\  to  build  a 
chflrch  upon."  The  parifli  is  Angular  in  its  extent  ;  for 
befldes  what  lies  contiguous,  there  are  feveral  diflind  uncon- 
coontAsd  portions  belonging  .to  it,  fome  in  the  county  of 
Perth,  and  fome  in- the  county  of  Forfar,  8  or  10,  and  even 
20  or  25  miles  from  the  church  f.  It  is  difficult  to  give 
a  {atisfa£^ory  reafon  for  fuch  peculiarities.  May  it  not  be 
fuppofed,  tiMt  tbofe  diftant  places  belonged  anciently  to 
fome  coniiderable  proprietors  in  thb  parifli,  whofe  deiire  of 
having  all  their  eftates  in  one  parifl)  Xy  occafloned  thefe 

extraordinary 

*  Hence  it  appears,  that  the  mount  on  which  the  church  is  built,  (now 
called  the  K.irkhill),  was  the  place  where,  in  ancient  times,  public  juftice 
was  adminiftered.  It  ilands  160  yards  from  the  bank  of  the  Tay,  on  a 
gentle  declivity,  in  a  beautiful  and  romantic  fituation. 

f  Thefe  it  fe'cros  not'  imphjpcr  to  enunlerate  :  ISalholnile, " locally  fiti*. 
ited  in  the  pariih  o#  Ca*g<H>;  Weft' and  M4ddle  Gormuck,  in  Kinlocb; 
Sift  and- We(t;lAgiev  Caima,  Chappelton,  Meedoy^s  and  Crofty,  in  Giu-  • 
nie  ;.and  Craigtown  of  Dalrulzian,  in  Kirkmichacl ;  all  in  Perthfhirc  : 
And.  ibuth  Bandirran,  in  ColUce ;  Balbcuchly,  in  Aughterhoufc  ; 
Broughtay  caffle  and  flfliings,  and  a  fmall  "piece  of  ground  at  My  infield, 
near  Dundee ;  aM  F^ifiuty  in  *Kin«iettlcs ;  all  in  Fcv&rHiire.  Ii>  Fofar* 
%j  thero  is-arfieU.  of  about  4  acr«a  called^  from  time  immemcirial,  "  I'he 
Minifter  of  Capyith's  Glebe/*  and  is  believed  to  belong  to  him,  though 
not. hitherto  occupied^ 

^:  The  following  words  of  Dr  Johnfton  may  fcem  to  favour  this  co  n- 
j^clure  :  *'  When  Ghriffciantty  was  eftablifhed  in  this  ifland,  a  regular 
XQodcof  public  worCtxip- was  prefcFibed.  Public  worfliip  requires  a  pu- 
bJik  place;  and  the  proprietors  of  lands,  as  they  were  converted,  built 
rlynp^h^T  fcr  thcIr  families  and  .vafials:  For  the  maintenance  of  minifter% 
they  fettled  a  certain  portion  of  their  lands  ;  and  a  diftrici,  tlirough  which' 

each 


of  Caputh.  ^ 

extraordinary  annexations  ?  Befides  thefe  remcfte  portions, 
(which  arc  confidered  as  belonging,  quoad  facrq^  to  tiie  pa- 
rilhes  in  which  they  are  refpeQively  fituated),  the  parifh  is 
of  confidcrable  extent,  ftretching  from  N.  W.  to  S.  E* 
nearly  13  miles,  and  varying  in  its  breadth  from  I  to 
64  miles. 

Soil  and  Land^  Floods,  —  The  foil  is  various.  On^ne 
high  grounds  it  is  moftly  a  cold  wet  clay.  On  the  banks 
of  the  Tay  and  Ifla,  it  is  in  general  a  light  loam.  The 
ground  is  fo  flat,  that  when  thefe  rivers  are  flooded,  they 
overflow  many  hundred  acres.  Four  remarkable  floods 
have  happened  in  the  Tay,  in  the  courfe  of  30  years,  in 
1 76 1,  178c,  1789  and  1 79 1.  In  the  fpring  of  ihc  year 
1790,  in  confequence  of  gradual  breaches  made  by  the  river 
on  the  green  Inch,  below  Inchtuthel,  two  oak  tre^s  were 
uncovered.  The  trunk  of  the  largeft,  from  the  root  to  the 
lowed  branch,  was  40  feet  6  inches  long,  and  contained 
132  feet  9  inches  of  fplid  meafure.  As  fimilar  oaks  have 
been  often  difcovered  near  the  place,  by  means  of  fimilar 
encroachments  on  the  bank,  in  the  fpring  and  autumnal 
floods,  it  appears  in  the  highefl  degree  probable,  that  they 
had  grown  on  the  fpot.  Hence  we  are  led  to  believe,  a- 
greeably  to  traditionary  accounts,  that  the  country  was  well 
wooded  in  former  times.  The  Tay  has  undoubtedly  taken 
various  direftions,  at  different  periods,  through  the  plain. 
Dalvin,  though  now  and  for  many  ages  fituated  on  the 
north,  is  faid  to  have  been  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  river  *• 
It  feemsy  however,  more  likely  that  k  was  always  occa* 

fionally 

emch  mititfier  was  required  to  extend  bis  cam,  viznj  by  that  clrcumfcrip- 
tion,  Gonftltated  a  pariih.  This  is  &  pofition  fo  generally  received  ia 
England,  that  the  extent  of  a  manor,  and  of  a  pariih,  are  ref^Iarlj  ire- 
ceived  for  each  other.'*    Boftn^U^s  Life  of  Johnfon,  vol.  I.  p.  410^ 

♦  See  Pennant's  Tour,  quoted  below. 
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fionallj  infulated  by  the  Tay ;  and  this  fappofition  is  fa« 
voured  bj  its  fituation,  and  bj  its  ancient  name,  Incb-tutbel^ 
that  is,  an  '^  ifland  in  a  flooded  ftream." 

HiUs  and  IFoods.-^Tht  north  and  weft  parts  of  the  pa* 
rifli  are  hilly,  and  contain  quarries  of  excellent  blue  flates, 
which  are  fold  on  the  fpot  at  L.  i  the  thouGmd,  and  are 
csAed  to  a  confiderable  diftance.  The  higher  hills  are 
covered  with  heath,  mixed  with  dwarf  juniper,  the  lower 
with  furze  and  broom.  Th^y  are  generally  of  a  rocky  ap- 
pearance. Some  of  the  latter  are  clothed  with  natural 
woods  of  oak,  aih,  birch  and  hazel;  others  have  been 
planted  with  firs,  laches,  and  other  foreft-trees,  of  which 
large  plantatbns  have  likewife  been  formed  in  the  low 
part  of  the  parifli,  within  the  laft  20  or  30  years ;  but 
there  is  (till  need  of  more  woods,  not  only  for  (belter  and 
for  ornament,  but  alfo  to  fupply  the  inhabitants  with  fuel 
and  timber* 

Climaiej  Diftempers^  ISc, — The  air  is  dry  and  healthy, 
but  fenfibly  different  in  the  N.  and  S.  parts  of  the  pari(Ii, 
being  temperate  on  the  banks  of  the  Tay  and  the  Ifla,  and 
cold  and  keen  on  the  hiUs*.  About  jO  years  ago,  the  ague 
was  very  prevalent  in  the  plain ;  but  (ince  the  marihy 
grounds  were  drained,  it  has  difappeared.  The  difordetB 
mo(Uy  to  be  met  with,  are  hyfterical  and  nervous  afieftions,^ 
confumptionSy  and  worms.     The  violent  nervous  fymptoms 

with 

*  Having  been  favowed  ivith  a  ftate  of  Fahrenheit's  thermometer  for 
the  laft  ID  yean,  taken  at  Deivin,  at  zi  o'clock  at  night,  I  fubjoin  an  ab« 
itra^  of  the  greateft  and  leaft  heights.  To  this  I  am  enabled  to  add  a- 
fimilar  abftradt  of  the  greateft  and  leaft  heights  taken  at  the  lame  hour 
in  Queen-Street,  Edinburgh,  for  the  fame  years.  From  thefe  abftradb  an 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  general  temperature  of  this  climate  compared 
with  that  of  the  capital.    Delvin  is  in  j6«  33'  North  Latitude. 

ABSTRACT 
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with  which  the  conntry  peopk  arc  fometunes  fcized»  are 
fiippofed  to  be  owing  to  their  extreme  inattention  to  their 
drink  and  dothing,  when  thej  are  over  heated  hj  their 
fiimmer  work.  Spinning,  which  is  the  employment  of  the 
yoong  women  during  the  winter  months,  is  jnftlj  reckoned 
the  occafioa  of  confumptions  among  them,  hj  the  wafte  of 
faliva  reqoifite  in  that  laborious  exerdfe.  Sobm  medical 
praditioners  think,  that  worms  in  children  are  the  eflS^ 
of  their  living  fo  much  on  potatoes,  which  thej  prefer  to 
oat-meal.  The  people  in  general  have  weak  ejes,  from  the 
fmoke  of  their  houCes,  and  fine  teeth  even  to  old  age. 

Lakes  and  Tijbings. — ^Through  the  middk  of  the  Stor- 
mont,  runs  a  chain  of  fmali  lakes,  The  lochs  of  Craighiik, 
of  Lows,  of  Butterftown,  of  Cluny,  and  of  Drumelie. 
Thej  are  conneded  bj  the  rivulet  or  bum  of  Lunan ;  which 
taking  its  rife  in  the  firft,  pafles  through  all  the  reft,  and  at 
its  mouth,  where  it  faUs  into  the  Ifla,  forms  the  eafiera 
boundary  of  this  parifti.  The  three  firft  mentioned  lochs 
are  wholly  in  the  parifti,  and  it  touches  the  other  two  on 
their  fbuth  fides.  Excellent  pikes,  perches,  trouts,  and  eels, 
are  found  in  them.  The  lalmon-fiftiing  in  the  Tay  is  now 
inconfiderable ;  and  the  price  is  ib  much  enhanced  by  the 
great  demand  for  the  London  market,  that  little  is  left  for 
the  ule  of  the  country.  The  ialmon  caught  in  the  Ifla  is  in* 
ferior  both  in  fize  and  quality  to  that  in  the  Tay. 

Migratory  Birds.^'^i  thefe,  the  cuckoo,  fwallow,  lap- 
wing, iandy-lark,  plover,  rail  or  comcraik,  feaguli,  fea-mag* 
pie,  pidamy  or  kittywake,  curlew  or  whaap,  and  clocha- 
ret,  are  fummer  birds.  The  fieldfare,  woodcock,  and  wild* 
geefe,  are  winter  birds.  The  fwallow  appears  about  the 
X4th  of  April ;  the  earlieft  time  of  the  cuckoo's  being 
heard,  is  the  a5th  of  April,  but  ufually  not  before  the  ad 

or 
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•r  ^d  of  May.    It  is  heard  till  the  loth  of  June,  aad  laft 
year,  as  late  as  the  3d  of  July. 

Population. — ^It  is  a  fiibjeA  of  regret,  that  the  (effion  re- 
cords of  coimtrj  pariihes  have  been  generally. k^pt  in  a 
manner  fo  flovenlj  and  negligent,  that  it  is  now  ahnoft  im- 
poffible  to  form  a  juft  eflimate  of  their  population  a  century 
ago,  or  even  lels.  There  is  alfo  a  peculiar  difficulty  in  ma- 
king fuch  an  eftimate  with  regard  to  this  pariih.  Previous 
to  the  year  1728,  its  population  was  greater  than  it  conld 
be  expeded  to  be  at  any  fubfequent  period  -,  becaufe  thofe 
diftant  parts  (already  noticed)  which  are  locally  fituated  ia 
Cluny  and  Kinloch,  and  thofe  which  are  immediately  ad« 
jacent  to  the  town  of  Dunkeld  on  the  N.  and  W.  were  then 
Joined  refpe&ively  to  thefe  pariihes  fuoad  facray  in  confe« 
quence  of  a  formal  recommendation  of  the'  Preftjrtery  ; 
tmd  fipom  that  time  ceafed  to  be  under  the  infpcdion  of  the 
minifter  of  Caputh.  With  refped  to  the  following  lifia  ta- 
ken from  the  pariih-regifier,  it  is  to  be  remarked,  i.  That 
many  children  in^  diftant  parts  of  the  parifti,  not  being  bap- 
tized by  the  minifter,  are-negleded  to  be  regiftered  by  the 
parents,  a.  That  many  of  the  inhabitants,  bnry  in  other 
pariihes,  and  never  pay .  the  tax  impofed  by  aft  of  Fvlia- 
ment  in  1783,  whidi^  being  unpopular,  is  not  coUeAed  in 
fome  places.  No  accurate  concluiion,  therefore,  can  be 
drawn  from  theie  lifts  of 

Yean.  Births.  Marriagei.  Dcatiii. 
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According  to  Dr  Wdiftcrt  report,  Ae  popohdoiti  at  thit 
dme  was  2048.  The  firft  ennin^ration  of  the  inbabitaiits 
made  by  the  prefent  incumbent,  was  from  June  1784  to 
April  1785,  when  thift  number  of  fouls  was  3013.  In  the 
lift  m^e  froM  No^cdabet  1791  to  Oaober  1792,  the  num- 
bers  were  2045,  ' 

Males  above  10,      -      585         Females  above  10,  -    703 
—  i^ider  10,      -      217  under  10,    -  228 

Mcnfcrvants,  ^      183        Maid  fervants,        -      129 

985  X060 

df  thfe  EftablUhed  ChUrch  1974,  tpifcopallahs  27,  An- 
tiburgher  Scced^rs  30,  Rortift  Catholic^  1,  ot  the  Relief 
Congrcgiaitioh  3^     There  are^ 

Frdbyterian  idergjrmah»    i  Boktmen,        .  .        8 

Spficbpal  ditto,        -         X  Shoemakeiv,    -  -      i^ 

Flarmersof  L.  jO  rent  Tailon,        -  ♦         19 

and  upvfards.     -        i6  BhokfihiAsii  -          xo 

.  from  L.  5b  to  Coopers,        •  -        3 


I*.  lb  rent,  and    a  Millers,        -          -  7 

^feat    numb^     of  D^-labooici^,        -  47 

imaller  tenants,     -  90  Alehoofe-keepeis,      '-  ^ 

Stflcmpmafter,         -  i  'Diftiilejs,        -        .  a 

Weaverst        -        -  130  Sbopkeepets,  dr  pett^  rcr 

Mafon^,        .        -  24            tailers,        .         .  4 

Wrightt,        .        -  30  TFlax-dreffers,         -  10 

Boatwright,,           ^  I  Osurdenersj        -        -  7 

Wlieelwrights^        .  4 

'f  here  are  456  inhabited  hodb,  that  b,  feptfi^te  dwell* 
Ings";  of  which  411  are  inhabited  bj  married,  Widowers, 
^aii4 V^<lows,  and  43  bj  iuimar]!i<fil  of  either  £jfk.    Henc^ 
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^e  livenige  ^iiunber  of  pe)r(bi|s  t9[  each  bouie,  is  fioaqiewh^ 
l|M)re  than  4t  '^» 

Cattk^  Graitif  E^r.— In  the  parifh  are  hories,  black  cattle, 
(vmCf  iheep,  foxes,  bares,  rabbits,,  badgcn,  &€•  The  hor- 
fts  and  black  cattle  of  the  bnuSf  or  hilly  part,  are  fmall 
fized.  In  the  low  country,  both  cattle  and  horfes  (efpcdal- 
ly  the  latter,)  have  of  late  y^ars  been  much  impro- 
ved in  fize  and  goodaeis.  Sheep,  which  formerly  abounded 
dirottghottt  the  parifh,  were  baniflied  from  the  low  grounds 
when  the  planting  of  foreft-trees  became  an  objeft  of  im- 
portance to  .the  proprietors.  They  are  of  the  fmall  Scots 
breed,  (except  a  few  in  the  neighbourhood  of  gentlenpMns 
feats,)  and  confined  to  the  hilly  part  of  the  pariih.  There 
are  570  horfes,  2061  black  cattle,  1800  fheep,  178  ploughs, 
402  carts.  The  Scots  plough  is  much  u(ed  \  but  the  £ng- 
iiih  plough  is  daily  gaining  ground.  There  is  a  map*  of 
the  parifh  in  Stobie's  map  of  the  ooumiet  of  Perth  and 
Clackmannan,  publifhed  in  1783,  but  it  h  not  accuraute. 
The  number  of  acres  has  not  been  afcertained.  But  from 
a  calculation  made  with  great  exadneis,  it  appears,  that  be- 
£des  fiipplyi];ig  itfelf  with  grain,  the  parifh  fells  anmaUy,  at 
an  average,  4000  bolls  of  barley,  wfaicL  are  mofUy  carried 

out 

*  Few  remarkable  tnftances  of  longevity  have  lately  occurrecl  in  the 
parifh.  One  man  died,  during  the  incumbency  of  the  preient  mioifter, 
who  was  above  90  ;  a  gentlewoman  88  years  of  age ;  and  a  confiderable 
number  between  80  and  90.  An  inftahce  worthy  of  notice,  is  a  man  now 
in  his  Ssth  year  ;  who  in  his  youth  being  crofled  in  love,  became  craied. 
and  has  continued  through  life,  indolent,  harmleft,  contented,  temperate, 
and  even  indifferent  about  food.  For  many  years,  he  refided  either  in  an 
open  fhed  or  a  hayloft,  lying  among  draw,  having  only  an  old  blanket 
around  him  ;  apparently  without  fleep,  yet  in  perfed  health.  He  has  a 
fine  face  aad'figur^.  His  incoherencies  are  chiefly  on  the  fubjeift  of  war, 
and  the  French.  He  ftill  polTcflcs  a  retentive  memory,  and  is  famed  in 
the  country  for  his  penetration  and  acntenefs,  his  repartees  and  mor^) 
fayings. 
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tmt  of  it ;  there  being  fio  brewery,  and  only  two  finaH 
diftilleries :  Whereas  about  30  years  ago,  hardly  1560  boDs 
were  fold  out  of  the  pariih  *. 

.    ^  Ancunt  State  of  the  Pafi/b,''^o  give  a  fenenl  notioA  of  the  former, 
.compared  with  the  (irciem  fk^Xt  of  the  pariih,  the  following  fadls  relative 
to  the  mode  of  cultivation,  &c.  5q  or  63  years  ago,  are  fubjoioed  ;  wbicl^ 
are  derived  from  the  information  of  fome  intell iff ent  farmers,  who  fpeak 
from  their  own  knowledge.    There  were  for  themoft  part  8  tenants  in 
'  «M  lartn  or  townfhip,  and  the  whole  farm  was  ran^Hg  ;  that  is,  one  ridg€ 
^Wng(d..to  oriCs  tKt  neyt  to  another,-  the  third  to  a  third  peribn^  &c« 
The  gro0fid  was  divided  into  infield  and  outfield.  -The  infield  was  con- 
(bntly  cropped,  either  with  oats  or  bear;  one  ridge  being  oats,  the  other 
bear,  alternately.    There  was  no  other  crop,  except  a  ridge  of  flax,  whert 
the  gretind*  was  thought  proper  for  it    The  outfield  was  ploughed  thre« 
yean  for  OMtSi  apd  then»  paftored  5  or  6  yeaiv  w|^  hoHes^  black  cattle* 
and  iheep*    In  ^order  to  dung  it,  they  made  foldaof  fod  for  the  cattle  4 
and  what  wese  called  flakes  or  rails  of  wood,   removable  at  pleafnre,  for 
folding  the  flie^.  On  the  field  thus  teathed,  they  had  their  bed  crops  fdr 
tvo  y^an.  '  A  Tamer  who  rented  60,  80,  or  too  acres,  was  fometimei 
under  .th4  neceiity  of  baying  meal  for  bis  family  in  the  funmer  ieafoa:: 
Kor  will  this  appear  wonderful,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  Xj  bolls  of 
bear  have  of  late  years  been  produced  upon  the  fame  field,  where  5q 
thrave  (tioo  (heaves)  formerly  grew,  which  the  owner  faid  **  he  would 
(ive  for  50  bear  bannocks,"   (barley  cakes.)   This  little  anecdote  is  chft> 
ra^eriCUc  of  the  tiroes,  though  allowance  be  roade  for  the  exaggeration 
of  difajipointment.    The  rent  of  land  was  about  a  fifth  of  the  pr efent  rent 
.  ^he  ploughs  and  carts  were  Ufually  made  by  the  farmer  himfelf ;  with 
*  little  iron  about  the  plough,  except  the  coulter  and  (hare ;  none  upon 
the  cart  or  harrows ;  no  (hoes  upon  the  horfes ;  no  hempen  ropes.     In 
Ihort,  every  inftrament  of  farming  was  procured  at  fmall  expenfe,  wood 
being  at   a  very  low  price.     Salt  was  a  (hilling  the  bu(hel :  Little  foap 
was  ured  :  they  had  no  candles,  inftead  of  which  they  fplit  the  roots  of 
fir  trees,  which,  though  brought  50  or  60  miles  from  the  Highlands,  were 
purchafed  for  a  trifle.    Their  clothes  were  of  their  own  manufacturing. 
The  average  price  of  weaving  ten  yards  of  fuch  cloth  was  a  (hilling, 
which  was  paid  partly  in  meal  and  partly  in  money.    The  tailor  worked 
for  a  quantity  of  meal,  fuppofe  3  pecks  or  a  firlot  a-year,  according  to  the 
number  of  the  fanner's  family.     They  ploughed  with  horfes  and  oxen 
together ;  2  horfes  before  four  or  fix  oxen  ;  and  fometimes  only  with  ox- 
en.   The  time  of  fowing  and  reaping  was  much  the  lame  as  it  is  now. 
After  harve(t»  they  paftnred  in  common.    No  mvl  or  lime  had  at  that 
3  time 
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»  SiKt  of  Famai  Crops^.Rmtt  y^.--JEftn»s  ve  m  j^erji) 
finall ;  manj  under  40  acres»  tod  from  40  to  60  or  80 1 
fUdom  above  100..  There  we^  two  tentntSi  who,  renting 
two  or  three  farms,  have  in  their  pofleifion.  150  or  x6o 
acres.  A  thrdhing  mill  was  erefted  in  179a  b/  a  fpiritei 
fiirmer,  on  a  farm  of  xao  acres;  Thp  principal  crops  ii^ 
the  pariib  are,  xMtts,  barley  or  bear,  peafe  and  flax.  Wheat 
has  been  foasetimes  tried  bj  way  of  experiment ;  but  f 
crop  of  barley  is  ilaore  profitable.  The  cuknre  of  potatoes 
i&univerial.  Turnips  are  cultivated  only  in  the  fout;h  aii4 
eaft  parts  of  the  parifli,  where  the  foil  is  light  and  warinw 
£arly  oats  are  iown  in  the  N.  W,  part  of  the  pariib, 
where  the  foil  is  cold.  A  great  quantity  of  clover  apd  rye^ 
graik  is  fown  ufuaUy  among  barley.     Oats  are  fown  from 

the 


tine  been  found  in  the  |>irini.  The  country  wu  unfnclofed,  except 
what  was  in  the  immeduite  neig[hboarhood  of  the  hoafei  of  greatprcpne* 
ton^  In  the  year  I735,  the  beft  ploughman  was  to  be  had  for  L.  8  Scots 
(I3».  4d.)  a<year,  and  what  was  termed  a  bounty,  which  confiflcd  of 
lome  articles  of  clothing,  a:id  might  be  eftimatcd  at  1 1  s.  6  d. ;  in  aii  L.  I, 
4t.  lo  d.  Sterling.  Four  years  after,  his  wages  rofe  to  L.  34  Scots,  (La) 
and  the  bounty.  Female  fervants  received  L.  a.  Septs,  (3  s.  4d.)  and  a 
•  bounty  of  a  fimilar  kind|  the  whole  not  exceeding  6s.  or  7  s.  Some 
years  after  their  wages  rofe  to  15  s.  Men  received  for  harveft-work 
L.  6  Scots  (IOS-) ;  Women,  L.  5  Scots,  (8  s.  4d.).  Poaltry  was  fold  at 
40  penniea  Scots,  (^  d.)  Oat-meal,  bear  and  oats,  at  L.  4  or  L,  5  Scota 
the  boll.  A  horfe  that  then  coft  lOO  merks  Scots,  (L.  5 :  11:  I  J.)  would 
now  coft  L  25.  An  ox  that  coft  L.  10  Scots  (L,  i :  13 :  4)  would  now 
be  worth  L.  8  or  L.  9,  Beef  and  mutton  were  fold,  not  by  weight,  but 
by  the  piece ;  abuut  3  s.  4  d.  for  a  leg  of  beef  of  3X  (tones;  and  fa  m  pro- 
portion. No  tea  nor  fugar  was  ufed :  Little  whiiky  was  clmnk,  and  lefsof 
other  fpirits :  but  they  had  plenty  of  good  ale ;  there  being  nfually  o6e 
aialt^bam  (perhaps  ^two)  on  each  farm.  They  caught  abundance  of  fal* 
non  in  the  Tay ;  150  have  been  taken  in  one  night,  whh  very  ImperfeA 
nets,  in  a  fpace  not  exceeding  200  yards  in  Ien|;th.  For  many  years  paft, 
they  have  not  caught  as '  many  in  one  feaibn,  and  in  the  whole  pariih. 
Keither  was  falmon  fold  by  weight :  One  conld  have  been  parchaied  for  18 
pence  which  would  now  coft  z8  {hillings,  at  the  iauQc  fcafon  af  the  yew. 
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the  mfddle  of  M^ch  to  the  middle  of  April ;  baf ley^lMim 
the  middle  of  April  to  the  end  of  May  ^  potatoes  an^ 
peafe  from  the  middle  to  the  end  of  April';  flax  from  the 
:23d  of  April  to  the  loth  of  May ;  turnips  from  the  ift  of 
Jime  to  the  middle  of  July,  all  in  drills,,  eau^ept  what  ace 
late  fown,  and  intended  toihoot  out  in  the<  following  fpring. 
Tarns  for  horfes  have  been  latelj  introdmoed,  and  piantcd 
fomewhat  fooner  than  potatoes.  Some  Eaglifli  rje  isifown 
in  Oftober.  Haj  harveft  commences  the  fecond  week  of 
Jnly ;  barley  and  rye  harveft,  the  Bril  week  ^  Septem- 
ber; peafe  and  oats  the  fecond  week  of  that  months  and 
in  fome  feafons,  they  are  all  more  early*  Bat  thefe  dates* 
both  of  fowing  and  reaping,  refer  chiefly  to  the  low  coos* 
try }  in  the  hilly  parts  of  the  parifh,  they  are  in  general 
xo  days  later*.  The  pariih  owes  much  of  its  improvement 
to  the  late  John  Mackenzie,  Efq;  of  Delvin.  By  dired* 
ing  the  attention  of  the  truftees  for  manu&dures,  &c.  to 
this  part  of  the  country,  by  bellowing  well-judged  rewards 
and  giving  encouragement  in  various  ways,  he  excited  a 
fpirit  of  induftry  and  improvement,  which  has  operated 
with  energy  and  fucceis.  The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli 
is  L.  9369 : 3  : 4  Scots.  The  real  rent,  (including  the  rent 
of  houfes  and  fiihings,  and  reckoning  the  vifiual-rent  at 

*  The  names  of  plicci  ire  mxAXy  derived  from  the  Gaelic :  As*  Ix^ch- 
tttlhel,  or  Innis-taile,  *  The  Iflmnd  in  a  flosded  Strram.*  OungacthilU 
^er  Duogcrt,  '  The  lound  Hill  in  the  CorD4ield/  (*  Hill*  it  a  modern  ad-; 
ditioo).  iCincairoey.or  Keaacatrnrie,  *  The  Top  or  Head  of  the  lUng's 
Cairn.'  Cairnmure,  or  Cairamorc,  *  The  greet  Cairn  or  Heap/  Aird, 
A  A  Height/  Dmamatfasty,  or  Orommartief  *  The  gravelly  ridge/ 
Pmmboltie,  «  The  Ridge  of  Bcltin,'  or,  '  The  Fire  of  Bel  on  Maj.^y.* 
Fongorth.  •  The  hungry  Soil  ;*  or  Fonnart. '  The  Laad  of  Stones/  Dak 
bealhy,  *  The  Birch  Haugh/  &c.>^ome  are  Saxon:  As,  Denhead;  Sten- 
tfntkt  that  iS|  Stane-town  or  Stone4own ;  Haaghend,.  Birfcenbom,  Meik- 
lonr,  Littleour,  are  apparently  compounded  from  the.  Sazon  and  Britifli : 
Meiklour,  (fitoatrd  on  the  Tay.)  *  The  great  >^ater;'  Litt^onr,  Xfitoa- 
ted  on  the  ham  of  Lnnan),  « The  little  Water/ 
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.X5^.  the  bc4I),  amonnts  to  L.4826  Sterling;  ana  if  the 
rent  of  the  diftant  portiofis  above  mentioned  were  taken 
into  the  acconnty  it  would  amount  to  L.  5651.  The  belt 
arable  land  is  let  Ax>m  L.  i  to  L.  i :  11 : 6  the  acre  %  thft 
in£erior  kinds  from  5  s.  to  18  s;  the  acre  *• 

Stipend^  HerUors^  $€bool^  Poor^  W^.— The  living  amounts 
to  L.  59,  (including  L.  5  : 1 1 :  i-l  for  communion-elements), 
21  bolls  of  oat-meal,  and  10  bolls  of  barley^  Linlithgow 
mes^ure.  A  proceis  for  augmentation  of  the  ftipend  is  at 
prefent  depending.  The  King  is  patron.  The  date  of  the 
church  has  been  already  afcertained.  It  is  not  only  incon- 
venient in  the  higheft  degree,  but  too  fmall  for  the  pariih. 
The  manfe  was  built  in  17549  in  a  very  infufficient  man« 
ner;  the  offices  in  17829  and  are  in  good  order.  The 
glebe  confifts  of  about  8  Scotch  acres.  Taking  the  pariik 
in  the  large  extent  already  mentioned^  there  are  44  he- 
ritors or  landholders  in  it,  (of  whom  many  are  fmall  pro- 
prietors or  portioners  i)  but  5  of  them  are  not  included  in 
the  valuation  of  the  parilh.  Only  4  of  the  greater,  and 
7  of  the  fmaller  proprietors,  are  conilantly  or  occafionally 
refident :  feveral  others  live  in  nei/  hbouring  pariihes.— • 
There  is  one  pariih  fchooL  Two  at  Itraft  would  be  ne- 
ceiTary  to  accommodate  the  inh^ibitants ;  one  in  the  fouth, 
and  one  in  the  north  quarter.  The  fchoolmafter's  faJary  is 
L.  II :  2  :  3tt.  His  fees  are,  for  teaching  reading,  t  s.  the 
quarter,  for  reading  and  writing,  i  s.  6  d.  for  arithmetic 
and  Latin,  2  s.  6  d.  He  i&  alfo  clerk  to  the  kirk-feffion^ 
with  a  falary  ot  L.  2,  befides  pcrquifites.  The  parifli* 
fchool  was  formerly  well  frequented,  and  of  great  repute 

Vol.  IX.  3R  in 

«  •  Price  0/  Lanff.'^ An  eftatc  of  L.87  a-year  was  fold  in  1792  for 
L.  4410*  being  more  than  50  years  purchale.  The  lands  of  ^wo  portioop 
crt  were  lately  fold;  one  of  L.  10  a-year.  for  1 .  412,  lO s. ;  the  other  of 
X,.  6  a-year,  for  L.  30Q.    Property,  however,  is  not  often  changed. 
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in  the  Stormont.  The  prefent  tiumber  of  fcholars  is  aboor 
30. — ^The  ouniber  of  poor  is  mudi  dtmiiiiiked,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  progrefs  of  improvement  and  of  induftry. 
In  the  jear  1775,  the  Jufiices  of  Peace  for  this  county  en- 
aded  certain  regulations  for  fuppreffing  vagrants  and  beg- 
ging ;  and  appointed  lifts  of  the  poor  in  every  parilh  to 
be  made  up  half  yearly,  and  their  maintenance  to  be  pro- 
vided for  by  afleflmenty  if  it  fliould  be  found  requiiite. 
The  heritors  and  kirk-feflion  of  this  parifli  met  according, 
ly,  and  agreed  to  adopt  the  plan  pointed  out  by  the  Jufti- 
ces  of  Peace  :  but  it  was  not  carried  into  eflfeft.  The  lift 
of  the  poor  at  that  time  contained  30  ;  of  whom  19  recei- 
ved affiftance  from  the  parifli-funds,  and  11  were  allowed 
badges.  The  average  amount  of  thefe  funds  was  L.  13* 
7s.  8 d.  At  prefent,  there  are  12  on  the  poors  lift;  and 
the  average  amount  of  the  parifh-funds,  for  the  laft  5  years, 
is  L.  27 :  13  : 6.  They  receive  from  2  s.  to  4  s.  the  month;, 
in  all  L.  I,  irs.;  which  makes  L.  19,  4  s.  a-year.  They 
nlfo  receive  about  L.  3,  3  s.  extra  at  Martinmas  for  clothe 
and  flioes:  total,  L.  22,  7  s.  But  it  muft  be  remarkedt 
that  many  of  them  contribute  towards  their  owu  fupport  \ 
and  they  have  in  general  a  laudable  pride,  in  not  requi* 
ring  aid  from  the  pariib  funds,  as  long  as  they  can  fubfift 
fvithout  it.  The  kirk-feflion  gives  occafional  fupply  to 
fuch  as  are  lefs  neceffitous.  Their  clerk  and  beadle  are 
likewife  paid  out  of  thefe  funds  *. 

^  Prices 

«  About  ChnAmas  1779  bcpn  the  ieTereft  froft  that  had  been  knowa 
iince  the  year  1715.  For  fix  wceka,  from  the  lit  of  January  1740,  the 
riTcr  Tay  was  frozen  over ;  and  loaded  carts  iNiffed  and  repafled  on  the 
ice.  The  crop  of  that  year,  not  being  fully  ripened,  was  very  deficient; 
and  oat>meal  rofe,  in  174 1,  to  the  enormons  price  of  L.  11  bcots  (L.  t 
Sterling)  the  boll.  At  that  time,  the  mod  hidigent  podir  of  the  parilh' 
received  6  s.  Scots,  (6  d.  Sterli-^g)  a^week ;  and  thofe  who  were  able  to 
beg,  2  s.  Scots^  (2  d.  Sterling.)    The  ntst  ieafoik  was  as  mild  as^  the  for-' 
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f  rices  and  Wages.^^T^^  price  of  all  kinds  of  provifions 
lias  rifen   confiderablj   within  '  thefe   few  years ;  that  of 
poultry,  in  particular,  is  almoil  double  what  it  was  in  1783. 
The  average  price  of  beef,  mutton,  veal,  lamb,  and  pork, 
through  the  year,  is  3id.  the  Dutch  pound.    Poultry,  10  d. 
or  1 8. ;  a  chicken,  3  d. ;  a  dozen  of  eggs,  3  d. ;  butter,  6  d. 
the  Unglilh  poupd  %  cheefe  from   4  s.  to  6  d.  the  flone,  of 
x6  pounds,  the  pound  containing  22  ounces  ;  potatoes,  6  d. 
the  peck,  of.  2  ftones  Dutcl^  or  meal  weight.     The  prices 
of  grain  are  for  the  moil  part  lower  than  in  the  Hadding- 
ton market.     As  the  farmers  ofually  fell  on  credit,  and  de- 
liver id  December,  January,  Sec.  what  is  not  to  be  paid 
till  midfummer  following,  they  get  a  higher  price  than 
they  would  other  wife  receive.     Barley,*  of  crop  1791^  was 
from   15s.  to  18 s.  the  boll;  oats  from  12s.  to  15s.  \  feed 
oats  from  i6s.  to  17  s.;  peafe  from   135.10  15  s.;  oat- 
meal from   i5S.4d.  to   16  s.     The  prices  are  in  general 
higher  for  crop   1792. — Servants,  both  male  and  female, 
are  commonly  hired  for  the  whole  year.     The  heft  man 
fervant  for  hufbandry  receives  L.  10  or  L.  12  ;  an  ordina- 
ry one  from  L.  6  to  L.  8.     They  either  have  their  vifluals 
in  the  farmer's  houfe,  or  in  lieu  of  viduals,  6  bolls  and  a 
half  of  oat-meai,  and  milk  from,  his  dairy.    Female  fer- 
Tants  receive  from  L.  3  to  L.  4.   A  man,  for  harveii  work, 
gets  from  L.  x  to  L.  i,  18  s. ;  a  woman  from  16  s.  to  L.  i ; 

a 


Aier  had  been  fevere.  The  crop  was  uncommonly  fertile,  Md  grenerally 
got  in  about  the  middle  of  September  N.  S.  Before  Martinmas  i74(» 
die  price  of  meal  fell  to  L.  6  Scot»  the  boll.  In  confequenre  of  the  very 
Hte  and  unprodudtiye  crop  of  I7S2»  the  price  of  oat-meal  again  rofe,  in 
&e  lUmmer  of  1 793,  to  L.  i  the  bolL  In  AuguH  that  year,  the  heritors 
And  kirk-feiBon  diie^ed  L.  la  to  be  taken  from  the  parifli-funds,  and  di- 
^ibnted  in  the  courfe  of  four  weeks  ;  and  foon  after,  zo  boUs  z  firlot 
Mxni  I  peck  of  the  meal»  which  was  fent  to  Scot  and  by  order  of  6oyem> 
•seat,  were  received  and  dtHnbated  in  like  manner  By  thefe  meant,  %. 
(^pofiuy  relief  wv  lifforded  to  mwi  (tf  tifat  lAdaftrious  poor. 
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z  daj-laboureTy  in  fummer,  i  9.  a-daj,  or  i  s.  and  his  vic« 
tuals,  in  winter,  lo  d. ;  a  wright  from  i  s.  3  d.  to  i  s.  6  d.  ; 
a  mafon,  is.  lo  d. ;  a  tailor,  8  d.  and  his  viduals.  Weau 
vers  earn  from  i  s.  4  d.  to  2  9.  a-day  :  when  trade  is  brilk, 
an  affile  workman  will  gain  much  more ;  for  as  he  nfoal- 
Ij  buys  the  jam  which  he  manuCidures,  his  profits  from 
the  (ale  of  his  cloth  are,  in  thib  cafe,  very  great.  It  is  to 
be  obferved,  however,  that  they  are  feldom  more  than  9 
months  engaged  in  weaving  *,  that  is,  from  Martinmas  to 
the  end  of  Augufl,  or  beginning  of  September,  when  the 
lint-harveft  commences.  The  fcarcity,  and  the  confequent 
high  wages  of  men  fervants,  are  chiefly  owing  to  the  num» 
bers  now  employed  in  weaving,  tempted  by  the  profits- 
made  in  this  branch  of  mannfadure  *• 

•  State  of  Earnings  and  Expenfes  of  Three  Families 
of  Induflrious  Poor. 
No.  L 
A  day  labourer,  hit  wife,  and  4  final]  children,  the  cldeft  under  7  yeaia 
of  age.  the  youngefl  an  infant 

Earnings  a-week. 
The  man  earns,  at  a  medium,  —  —  L.  o    5    ^ 

The  w*man  (affifted  by  the  eldeft  child  occaiionally  keeping 
(he  infant)  earns  by  fpinning,  -^  o    2    • 

Total,        079 
Amoupt  in  the  year,        L.  ao    5    o 

Expenfes  a-week. 

Four  pecks  of  ou-meal,  and  two    f   ariey-meal,  —  L.  o    4    6 

JMilk,  fa  T,  oni  'us,  and  potatoes,                — *                  -^  o     z     x 

Soap,  itarcb,  blue,  and  oil,          »         —  — .  003 

Butter,  cnec'e,  baron,  or  other  meat,            ^                •—  o    o    tf 

Threau  and  woiiUd,             ..               -.  —  o    o    I 


Total,        065 
Amount  in  the  year,        L.  16  15     9 

Escett  ot  etrningSi       JL.   3    9    4 
AnaiUll 
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YueL — ^Peait  and  turf,  (chiefly  brought  from  a  diftance)j 
broom  and  furze/  were  for (titfrly  the 'Only  fuel  nied  in  this 
diilri£t.  To  thefe,  coal  is  now  added,  which  they  fetch 
from  Perth,  10  or  1 1  Englifli  miles  from  the  fouthmoft 
part  of  the  parilh.  Although  the  boll  of  coal,  of  40  ftones 
Dutch  weight,  feldom  coRs  lefs  than  3  s.  at  Perth,  and  has 
lately  been  greatly  dearer,  partly  in  tonfequence  of  the  in« 
cTftafed  dejoiaod  fos^  k»  they  juftly  reckon  it  cheaper^  as  it 

''■    "         •  •    •  •' "is 

.Annual  Expenfes. 
The  manV  wear  of  a  fuit,  4  s.;   of  a  working  jacket  and 

breeches,  4  s.;  of  a  bonnet  and  handkerchief,  1 1.   1  d.       L.  o    9    t 
'.  Of  two  fliirts,  8  s.;  .of  a  pair  of'ihoes^  and  two  pair  of 
.   ftockioKs.  98.  .—  —  —  oi7# 

The  woman's  wear  of  gown  and  petticoats.  4  s. ;    ofailiifl^ 

3  s.  3d.  -»  —  —  073 

Of  a  pair  of  (hoes,  48.  and  a  pair  of  ftockings,  I  s.  6  d.  056 

Of  an  apron,  is.  6  d. ;  of  handkerchiefs,  caps,  dec  38.  04^ 

The  childrens  wear,  —  —  o  15    O 

Lying  in,  lofs  of  time  by  ficknefs  and  bad  weather,  and  bu- 
rials, one  year  with  another,  —  »  one 

Total,        L.3    9    4 

Rent  of  ahotife  and  garden,  L.  i.    The  garden,  which  the  man  drefies 

in  the  mornings  and  evenings,  affords  the  family  cabbages,  greens,  and 

potatoes,  to  the  amoant  of  the  rent.    Fuel  coils  10  s  ;  but  after  dung- 

^     ing  the  garden,  there  is  a  remainder  of  aOies,  which  dungs  as  much 

ground  (given  by  the  farmer)  as  produces  potiuoes  worth  10  s. 

No.  II. 

A  day-labourer,  his  wife,  and  5  children,  the  eldefk  9  years  of  age,  the 
youngeft  an  infant. 

They  have  an  acre  of  land,  grafs  for  a  cow,  and  a  houfe  and  garden  \ 
rent,  at  an  average,  1  1, 10  s  The  eldeft  boy  or  girl  earns  for  itfelf, 
by  keeping  cattle.  The  acre  of  land,  fcc.  enables  this  family  to  gain 
L.  1  more  a^year  than  No.  L  They  have,  thciefore,  £.4:9:4  for 
defxaying  annual  expenfeife 
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h  more  eafily  procured*  than  any  other  kind  oi  fuel.    la 
fttmines,  the  farmers  fomotimes  go  30  or  40  miles  to  the 

.    coal 

N*.  nL 
A  weaver,  his  wife,  and  3  fmall  children,  the  eldcft  under  ^  years 
•f  age,  the  youngeil  an  infant. 

£amti^  a-week* 

The  eamiiigi  of  th»  nun  ahd  womaa  oonnotf  be  fcpifiMd,  as  fte^  ai« 

both  employed  in  manufaAuring  ithe  fiune  piece  of  cloth. 
Their  earnings  at  a  medium^  r—  —  L.   6    9    • 

Antottot  in  the  year*        3389 

ExpenCbs  a-week« 

Three  peckrofott.me»!,«Bd|two  ofbariey^aie«l.        -*  L.  «-  3    f 

Milk,  fait,  onions,  and  potatoes,                           —  d     I    o 

Butter,  cbcefc,  bacon,  or  other  meat,            —             -*-  o    o    I 

Soap,  ftarch.  blue,  and  oU,              — •                   ^  00,6 

Thread,  thrum,  and  woifted,               —                  —  6    o    x 

L.O    5  II 
Afflonat  in  4e  yeiMr^        iS    1    ^ 

JCscefiofetmingf^        ^804 

Annual  Ezpenfe^. 
*!ie  man's  wear  of  a  fuit,  4s.  «d. ;  of  a  woridiig  jacket  and 

breeches,  4  s. ;  of  a  hat  and  handkerehief,  is.        —  L.  o  lo    f 

Of  2  Ihirts,  8  s; ;  of  a  pair  of  fliocs  and  t  pair  of  ftockings,  9  •».     O  17    Q 
The  woman's  wear  of  govm  and  petticoats,  5  s. ;  of  2  Oiifts, 

6s.  6  d. ;  of  a  pair  ^  flioes,  4». ;  of  2  aprons,  3  s.  o  18    fr 

Of  a  pair  of  fiockings,  I  s.  6  d. ;  of  handkerchief, 

caps.  &c.  7  s.  — —  o    8     ♦ 

The  childrcns  wear,  —  —  i    %    • 

Fuel,  o  la    q 

Lying  in,  ficknefs  and  lois  of  time  thereby,  and  buriah,  one 
year  with  another,  -*•  —  150 

Total,        I..S  13    ^ 

Balance,        L.  2    6  10 

Rent  of  a  houfe  and  garden,  L.  i.  The  garden,  drefied  by  the  man  in  the 

mornings  and  evenings,  affords  them  cabbages,  greens,  and  potatoes,  t« 

the  «iaottot  of  the  rent* 


toA  pits  in  Eifc,  tvterc  k  is  purchafed  at  a  comparatively 
low  price. 

VWages* — Hiere  «Fe  £ve  tawnfliips  or  Tillages^  contain- 
ing firam  20  to  38  ^imilies;  and  6,  coatainiiig  firom  7  to  17 
femilies.  MeiklooTi  the  largeft  of  them,  has  3  fidrs  for 
cattle  in  die  year.  At  Spittalfield  a  ftamp-office  ^ims  eAa. 
blilhcd  in  1775. 

Unen  ManufaBure. — The  fdHowing  quantities  of  linen 
have  been  annually  ftamped  here. 

From  Nov.  x.  1775  Tards.  Value. 

to  Nov.  t.  1776,  79,264  L.  3265   15  *i\ 

1777,  88,139  3655     9  4 

1778,  84,821  3039     7  o| 

-, 1779*  97.975  3571   »4  8i 

— 1780,      103,650  4077  ID   O 

1781,       84,31a  3773  19  1\\ 

I 1782,  99»46x  4335  7  ^ 

I       1783,  it4,i6i  4635  17  lof 

1784,  107,326  4442  o  0% 

1785,  107,653  4831  o  l| 

j       . 1786,  103,183  4310  10  io| 

— i787»  105,129  4475  10  il 

1788,  98,914  4079  17  6^ 

'1789,  96,794  3819  7  8 

1790,  102,974  42x4     2  10$ 

j X791,  102,731  4418    o     xi 

■    X792,  X04,45i  46x0     X     8 


Total  in  X 7  years,       1,680,938        L- 69,555  X3     2| 

'The  greateft  part  of  this  cloth  is  ftampeS  unbleached.    It 
eonfifis  of  white  and  brown  linen ;  the  latter  known  by 

the 
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the  name  of  Scrimus  aad  ^ilefioi.  Fonnerly,  not  aboyi 
one  third  of  what  was  {tamped  was  manufa&ured  in  the 
pariih  ;  but  during  the  two  lad  jears,  the  parifli  manufac- 
tured about  one  half  of  the  quantity  ftamped.  .  Befides  the 
above  quantities,  and  without  reckoning  12,000  yards  and 
upwards,  annuallj  made  for  houfehold  uf<e,  there  are  about 
ao,^oo  yards  manufadured  in  the  pariih,  which  are  ftamp- 
cd  at  Blairgowrie  or  Dunkeld. 

Antiquittts. — About  a  mile  and  a  half  north-weft  from 
the  church,  in  a  very  elevated  fituation,  there  is  a  fmall 
Druidical  circle.  Befide  it  are  two  large  ftones,  deeply  funk 
in  the  ground ;  the  top  of  the  lowed  is  artificially  formed 
into  an  inclined  plane,  facing  the  fouth,  and  contains  a 
number  of  fmall  cavities  ; .  which  may  have  been  ufcd  by 
the  Druids  in  the  performance  of  rehgiuus  rites.  Near  the 
church,  there  are  the  remains  of  a  cairn^  where  probably  a 
crofe  had  been  erefted  during  the  prevalence  of  i^ppifli  fu- 
perftition  ;  the  place  (till  retaining  the  name  of  Crop  cairn. 
Caimmure  is  the  largeft  cairn  in  this  country,  being  456 
feet  in  circumference,  and  1 8  feet  high.  It  has  been  lately 
furrounded  with  a  row  of  irees  and  a  ftone  wall.  Above 
half  a  mile  fouth-weft  from  this,  Hands  another,  357  feet 
in  circumference,  and  14  teet  high.  In  a  line  with  thefe 
two,  and  at  the  fame  diftance,  there  is  a  thiid,  of  a  imaller 
fize-  The  top  of  the  craig  at  btenton,  a  mile  weft  from 
the  church,  bears  eviuent  marks  of  having  been  a  fortified 
fpot.  It  is  called  Kemp's  Hold^  or  the  \oidier's  Fajlnefs. 
Some  fragments  of  weapons  were  dug  up  about  16  years 
ago,  when  it  was  planted  with  trees.  It  has  a  very  piftu- 
refque  appearance.  The  antiquities  of  Inchtuthel  have 
been  defcribed  by  the  ingenious  Mr  Pennant  *•     It  is  a  flat 

of 

♦  Tour  in  Scotland  1771,  Part  JI.  p.  67—71   where  there  is  any  cn- 

'graving  of  this  tabulated  eminence,  (officieiltix  exadt,  cicet>t  in  the  ritvr 

I  five* 
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bf  160  Scotch  acres,  regularlj  fieep  on  everj  fide,  and  uk 
every  part  of  equal  height^  that  is,  ahoiit  60  feet  above  the 
great  plain  of  the  Stormont,  on  which  it  ilands.  Here  the 
Pi£h  had  a  town,  which  muft  have  been  a  place  of  great 
ftrength,  and  of  which  the  veftiges  maj  be  difcerned  at  the 
fouth*we(l  corner  of  this  lingular  elevation.  Boetius  calls  it 
TCuJine  or  Tuhna^  and  fays,  that  it  was  populous  and  well 
fortified ;  biit  deferted  arid  burnt  by  the  Pifts,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Romans  under  Agticola  :  he  addb,  (as  tranf- 
lated  by  Holinfiied,)  "  the  Scottiihmen  in  our  time  call  the 
place  inchtuthill  *."  The  Romans  alfo  availed  themfelveS 
of  this  fituation.  Their  camp  flood  on  the  north-eaft  bor- 
def,  and  commanded  an  extenfive  view  of  the  plain.  It  is 
500  yards  fquare ;  the  walls,  to  a  confiderable  height,  were 
ftrongly  built,  nine  feet  and  a  half  thick,  with  flones 
brought  from  a  quari^y  l  miles  diftant ;  the  flones  have 
been  gradually  removed,  and  the  vi^\h  are  now  almoft  le- 
Irelled  by  the  plough.  In  the  courfe  of  ploughing,  frag- 
ments of  weapons,  and  fome  entire  iitenfils,  were  formerly 
found.  Here,  Mr  Pennant  fixes  the  /Errea  of  the  Romans; 
with  much  greater  probability  than  Dr  Stukeley  f,  whd 
fuppofes  it  to  have  been  Perth ;  though  iii  his  map,  he 
places  it  north-eaft  of  the  Tay,  and  on  the  very  fpot  where 
the  prefent  Delviri  ftands.  There  are  two  tumuli  or  5«r- 
rowSf  and  a  redoubt,  on  the  fouth-eafl  fide  of  the  camp« 
A  few  years  ago,  the  largeft  of  thefe  bartows  wa^  opened, 
dnd  confifled  of  a  rich  black  mold,  poffibly  compofed  of 
Vol.  IX.  3  S  the 

'given  of  its  fides,  which  are  repirefented  too  fteep.  The  eaft  <rd  weft 
0des  are  covered  with  thriving  forcft-trees,  planted  hy  the  late  Mr  Mac- 
kenzie. 

•  Boet.  Hilt.  Scotis,  lib.  iv.  p.  tf4.    Holinilied's  Hiftorle  ofScotUnde, 
P-  5«.  53 

t  In  his  account  of  Richard  of  Cirtncefter,  quoted  by  Pennant. 
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the  aihes  of  the  funeral  pjres  that  had  been  confttmed  diere. 
It  is  now  diftin>^ai(hed  bj  a  clump  of  trees.  Inchtuthel  is  like- 
wife  believed  to  have  been  part  of  the  land  granted  bj  Ken* 
neth  III.  (who  began  his  reiga  in  977y)  to  Hajr  for  his  bra* 
Terj  in  the  battle  of  Luncartj;  and  his  deicendents  *  poflefled 
it  till  the  beginning  of  the  17th  century.  There  appears 
to  have  been  a  Roman  ftation  3  miles  to  the  eafi  of  this, 
in  the  moor  of  Meiklour,  towards^  the  extremity  of  the 
parifh.  The  line  of  the  Roman  military  road  leading  thi- 
ther,  can  be  fHU  traced  through  the  pariibes  of  Scone,  St 
Martin'iiy  and  Cargill :  and  this  road  ieems  unqueftionably 
to  be  the  continuation  of  that  which  pafled  through  Str^- 
cniy  and  crofled  the  Tay  at  Rome,  a  little  to  the  wefiward 
of  Scone,  where  probably  there  was  a  bridge  of  wood  over 
the  river  f .  Where  the  Roman  road  touches  on  the  Ida,  a 
bridge  is  alfo  fuppofed  to  have  flood,  of  which  the  neceffity 
is  evident,  for  the  purpofe  of  opening  a  communicatioa 
from  the  fouth  with  the  ftation  near  Meiklour,  and  by  con- 
fequence  with  the  champaign  country,  both  eafl  and-  weft, 
as  far  as  the  Grampian  Mountains.  Here  the  Romana 
laifed  a  wall  of  earth,  about  24  feet  thick,  (for  it  is  difficult 
to  afcertain  the  ezad  meafurement,)  defended  by  a  ditch  on 
each  fide,  &^  feet  diilant  from  the  wall  This  wsdl,  which  ii( 
now  named  the  Cleaving  Diie^  flretched  above  two  miles 
and  a  half,  from  the  ancient  courfe  of  the  Tay  to  the  Ifla  ^ 
which,  by  their  commodious  jundion  two  miles  below^ 
completely  fecured  the  flation.  The  fpace  inclofed  is  in 
the  form  of  a  delta.  In  this  area,  there  are  feveral  explo- 
ratory mounts  ;  one,  apparently  artificial,   (now  called  the 

BlackhtU^ 

•  William  5th  Far!  of  Errol  (who  fiicceeded  in  1506^  was  in  his  fa- 
ther's lifetime,  detigned  William  of  Gaputa,  and  Matter  of  £ivoL 
Douglas's  peerage. 

f  Appendix  to  PtoQant's  Tour,  K«.  15.  p.  45  r. 
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EtachhiU^  and  planted  with  firs,)  ftaods  near  the  head  of 
the  fuppofed  bridge,  and  from  the. remains  of  a  fortification 
on  the  top,  feems  to  have  been  defigned  to  cover  the  land- 
ing-place.— ^The  font  or  veiTel  nfed  in  adminiftering  bapiiim 
in  the  church,  is  of  a  fingular  confirudioQ.  It  is  made  of 
brais,  16^  inches  in  diameter.  On  the  interior  furface  are 
imprefled  two  circular  lines  of  words ;  the  outer  circle  con- 
tains, in  Roman  charafterB,  DL  DAL.  WVNDI*,  five 
^times  repeated ;  the  inner  circle  conlifts  of  unknown  cha* 
ra&ers,  four  times  repeated,  which  cannot  be  repreiented 
"V^ithout  an  engraving.  An  exaft  tranfcript  of  the  whole 
was  made  bj  me  feveral  years  ago,  and  prefented  to  the 
i^tiquarian  Society  of  Scotland. 

General  CbaraBer  and  Condition  of  the  Peofiie.-^The 
people  here  have  an  indiSerence,  and  even  diflike,  both  to  a 
ieafaring  and  a  military  life.  They  prefer  the  occupations 
in  hufbandry  or  manufaAure,  to  which  they  are  inured 
from  their  infancy.  They  are  rather  fond  of  large  jwed- 
diqg?  and  funerals,  and  often  incur  unneceiTary  expenfe  on 
fuch  occaiions.  Of  late,  they  have  become  much  more 
ftudioys  of  dreis  than  they  were,  and  have  changed  for 
the  better  their  mode  of  living  in  many  articles  of  do- 
meftic  economy.  They  are  now  more  attentive  to  clean- 
lineis  than  formerly ;  their  cottages  are  more  fubftantially 
and  commodionfly  built  \  and  th^ir  condition  is  daily  im- 
proving.  On  the  whole,  they  are  fober,  peaceable  and  in- 
duftrious.  They  are  in  general  humane  to  one  another,  and 
^ow  great  kindnefs  and  fympathy  to  their  diilreiTed  neigh- 
bours. During  the  laft  30  years,  one  inflance  of  fnicide 
bas  happened ;  and  one  perfon  has  been  banilhed.  I  have 
l^ot  heard  of  any  perfon  belonging  to  the  {larifh  having 

foffered  capital  punifbmeQt. 

j/Jifama^es 

*  1  fappofe  the  letter  umnndiatelj  More  D  to  be  N«    If  •To,  it  is  «Mi 
]|f(te|r  inverted. 
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Advantages  and  Difadvantages, — ^A  judicious  obferver 
has  remarked,  that  the  light  grounds  in  the  Stormont  pofleis 
this  advantage  over  richer  and  ftronger  foils,  that  though 
the  crops  are  never  uncommonly  weighty,  yet  they  are 
moderatly  good,  in  a  greater  variety  of  feafons,  than  in  any 
place  where  his  obfervation  has  cached.  A  new  road 
now  making  to  Perth  by  Stanley,  will  be  of  conliderable 
utility  to  the  parifh.  And  confequences  ftill  more  bene- 
ficial mull  arife  from  the  accompliihment  of' a  plan  now  in 
agitation,  for  building  a  bridge  over  the  lila,  where  it 
empties  itfelf  into  the  Tay,  and  for  making  a  turnpike 
road  from  that  bridge  to  Perth  *.  The  road  between  Dun- 
keld  and  Cupar  in  Angus  pafTes  through  the  middle  of  t*e 
parifli  -,  but,  though  it  is  a  great  thoroughfare,  it  has  never 
been  made  in  a  fufficient  manner.  The  fiatute-labour,  being 
'  formerly  exa&ed  in  kind,  was  ill  adapted  either  to  the  con- 
ftru£kion  or  prefervation  of  good  roads.  As  it  is  now  com- 
muted, it  may  be  reafonably  expeded  to  produce  an  ad  van- 
^geous  change  in  the  ftate  of  the  roads  in  the  county.  A 
marl-pit  has  been  lately  drained.  There  is  alfo  fome  lime 
in  the  parifh,  but  the  want  of  coal  renders  it  ufeleis.  In- 
deed the  principal  difad  vantage  under  which  the  inhabitants 
labour,  is  their  diftance  from  coal,  and  from  lime,  for  the 
purpofes  of  agriculture.  It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  fome 
well  direfted  attempts  have  not  been  made,  to  difcover 
whether  there  is  coal  in  this  diftrift.  A  matter  of  fuch  im- 
port'ince  merits  a  trial.  Much  of  the  pariih  is  flill  unin. 
clofed.    The  farmers  are  fully  fenfible,  that  inclofures  w  ould 

be 

*  It  is  *{lt  once  amufing  and  idftrudliTC  to  rcfleA,  that  near  the  fpot " 
where  the  intrepid  Agricola  cgnftruSled  a  <^'Ooden  bridge  for  tranfport- 
ing  rhe  troop«  who  were  to  lubdiie  the  vah<ur  a.d  ravage  the  fields  of 
the  <)rave  Caledonians  the  cnlighTened  defcendents  of  thofe  uncivilized 
but  jpnerou^  bdrbarians,  are  about  to  erec^  a  more  folid  ftruAure,  for 
the  lioMer  purpoTe  of  advancing  the  cnltiyation  and  improveflien(  of 
their  country, 


1  «• 

of  Caputb.  goji 

be  of  eflential  benefit  to  them  \  and  from  the  increafing  ac« 
tivitj  and  fpirit  of  the  proprietors^  there  is  every  realon  to 
believe,  that  in  thp  courfe  of  not  many  jearst  the  moft  va< 
luable  part  of  it  will  be  properly  divided'  and  inclofed. 
Thirlage  ftill  continues  in  the  parifli,  and  is  felt  by  the 
jiarmers  as  a  grievance  and  a  bar  to  improvement.  For 
the  fSike  of  an  induftrions  body*  of  men,  it  is  much  to  be 
wiihed,  that  thb  odious  remainder  of  feudal  tyranny  wer^ 
entirely  aboliihed. 
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NUMBER    XXXIV. 

FARISH  PF  tQ(JII.C0liJ>5TONJt 

(County  and  Stnod  of  Aberdeen,  Presbttert 
OF  Kincardine  O'Niel.) 

By  the  Rev.  Mr  Robert  Far^uharson. 


Name,  Extent^  Soil,  ISc. 

THE  parifli  of  Logie  was  annexed  to  the  ptrHh  of  Cold* 
fione  in  1618.  The  name  of  the  parifh  of  Logie  is 
ezpreffive  of  its  local  fituation.  It  is  a  corruption  ot*  th|s 
word  Lag,  which  in  the  Gaelic  language,  fignifies  a  f'  hol- 
**  low  or  low  fituation."  There  is  no  circumilance  or  tra- 
dition for  the  origin  of  Coldftone.  Logie- Coldftone  parifli 
is  38  miles  diilant  from  Aberdeen.  It  lies  in  the  upper 
part  of  the  country  called  Cromar,  a  corruption  of  the 
word  Cruievar,  which  in  the  Gaelic  fignifies  ^*  the  bught 
of  Mar."  It  is  at  equal  difiances  berween  the  rivers  Dee 
and  Don.  The  countrj  is  furrounded  bj  a  large  ridge  of 
hills,  and  b  in  the  form  of  a  bught  or  fold  for  holding 
cattle.  The  diltrifl  is  about  3$  miles  from  £.  to  W.  and 
about  6  from  :^.  to  N.  The  foil  is  various.  The  interior 
t  part 
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part  of  the  couatry  is  incerfperfed  with  a  niun1>er  of  fmall 
hiUsy  and  large  barren  moors ;  a  great  manj  of  which  retain 
the  marksof  cultivation,  by  the  remains  of  furrows  and  fences; 
but  the  ground  is  now  ib  reduced  b j  that  barbarous  prac. 
tice  of  cading  tnuck-feal  and  turf,  (that  is,  the  furface),  that 
it  produces  nothing  in  general,  but  a  fhort  worthlefs  kind  of 
heath.  Near  the  manfe  there  is  a  fmall  plantation  of  fir 
wood ;  to  the  S.  and  E.  of  the  church,  there  are  5  of  the 
£une  kind.  Some  farms  on  the  £.  and  W.  fide  of  the 
manle,  called  the  Eafter  and  Weftem  Baronies,  and  lands 
of  Wateraim,  are  a  fine  rich  deep  loam  ;  and  though  vttj 
capable  of  improvement,  are  all  in  a  (late  of  nature,  eitcept 
the  farms  of  Kinaldie,  Coldftone,  and  part  of  that  of  Loan-  ^ 
head.  The  firft  is  all  inclofed,  and  fome  of  the  fields 
ftraighted  and  drefled ;  the  fecond  was  inclofed  by  the' 
heritor  about  14  years  ago,  and  lies  in  natural  grais,  on 
which  he  paflures  his  own  cattle  in  fummer  and  harveft  ; 
a  part  of  the  third,  which  lies  near  the  manfe,  is  inclofed 
and  improved.  On  the  £.  and  W.  fide  of  the  church,  the 
ground  is  light  and  fiandy,  a  great  part  of  it  of  a  verj 
poor  quality  \  in  advancing  farther  from  the  church,  to- 
wards the  S.  £.  extremity,  the  foil  is  of  a  fine  rich  loam. 
That  part  of  the  parifh  called  Delkrie  Side,  which  lies  oa 
the  north  fide  of  the  hills,  is  of  a  cold  wet  mofify  nature^ 
And  very  fubjeft  to  froft  and  mildews. 

CHmate^  RwuIeiSf  Sprit^s^  ^^^-^The  air  i»  accounted  fa- 
lubrioQs.  The  frdl  in  winter  is  often  very  intenfe»  though 
the  country  is  not  near  fd  ftormy  as  ^e  oeighbooring  pa« 
riflies  to  the  N.  and  W.  of  it,  fuch  as  Towie,  Glenbocket^ 
and  Strathdon.  There  are  3  rivulets  in  the  diftrid,  which 
fall  into  the  Dee  in  the  parilh  of  Aboyne.  They  are  fo 
fmall  in  fummer,  that  they  require  gathered  dams  to  driva 
the  meal-.niUs,  6f  which  there  are  5  in  the  interior  part  of 
this  diftriA,  and  i  on  Defkrie  Side,  driven  by  a  burn,  the 
we  fide  of  whicb^  tor  a  miles^  belongs  to  this  pariih.    It 
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falls  into  the  Don  about  a  mile  below  the  church  of  Strath- 
don.  Thej  all  abound  with  fine  troiit.  There  is  a  loch 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  this  diflrid,  called  Lochdaven.  It  b 
about  2^  miles  in  circumference ;  it  abounds  with  pike, 
fome  of  them  of  a  large  fize.  A  good  many  of  them  are 
'  taiiLcn  with  bait  in  fummer.  There  is  a  mineral  fpring  in 
the  parilhy  a  little  to  the  S.  of  the  church,  called  Poldow, 
which  in  the  Gaelic  fignifies  '^  a  black  pool  ;*'  the  water  of 
which,  fome  je^rs  ago,  was  much  and  fucceisfiillj  ufed  for 
fcorbutic  and  gravclifli  diforders.  It  is  now  much  dcfert- 
cd,  fince  the  WclL  of  Pananich  (which  are  4  miles  di- 
ftant)  were  difcovered.  Great  crowds  of  the  countrj 
people  ftill  refort  to  Poldow,  and  drink  of  the  water  for  all 
diforders. 

Antiquities,  Game,  ^r.— The  principal  remains  of  anti«  ^ 
quity  in  this  parifh  are  3  large  cairns,  i  of  which,  a  little  to 
the  N.  of  the  manfe,  is  of  an  uncommon  fize.  They  are  fup- 
pofed  to  mark  out  the  places  where  the  bodies  of  fome  emi- 
nent men  were  interred.  There  are  likewife  Druidical 
fanes  in  different  parts  of  the  parifli. — ^Few  parifhes  in  Scot- 
land abound  more  with  a  greater  variety  of  game,  fuch  as 
hares,  fnipe,  Tioor-fowl,  partridges,  woodcock,  a  few  black- 
cock, tar  magans,  and  white  hares;  the  two  latter  are  always 
to  be  found  on  the  hill  of  Morven,  which,  in  the  Gaelic, 
fignifies  "  a  large  hill."  It  is  one  of  the  highefl  hills  in 
Scotland  ;  it  bounds  a  part  of  the  parifii  on  the  W.  There 
arc  likewife  great  numbers  of  wild  ducks  and  geefe.  which, 
in  late  feafons,  deltroy  a  great  pait  of  the  crop  which  grows 
on  the  low  grounds. 

Population. — According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  Nhen  was  1243.  The  ftate  of  the  parifli, 
with  refpeft  to  population,  cannot  be  traced  far  back.   Th« 
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wrtUr  of  this  was  fettled  here  in  1779  ;  the  number  of  in- 
habitants fince  that  time  is  confiderablj  decreafed.  At 
that  period,  all  the  farms  were  occupied  bj  tenants  and 
fubtenants ;  but  at  preCent  there  are  about  20  families  quite 
extirpated,  and  their  poflei&ons  in  natural  grafs.  In  1780^ 
there  were  1 300  fouls  in  the  pari£b,l|  at  prefent  ( 1 793) 
there  are  1 182.  The  annual  average  of  births  fince  1780 
1323;  of  marriages,  10.  The  people  follow,  in  general, 
the  occupation  of  hufbandry.  There  are  a  fmiths,  i  car- 
penter, 2  fhoemakers,  and  4  fliopkeepers,  who  fell  fmall 
articles  for  the  good  of  the  country.  The  chief  manufac- 
ture,  till  about  1 789,  was  that  of  knitting  flockings  bj  the 
women,  the  wool  brought  by  manufaflurers  from  Aber- 
deen. For  3  years  pad,  fpinning  on  the  two-handed  wheel 
is  much  introduced,  and  found  more  profitable.  The  lint 
is  given  out  to  fpin,  juft  in  the  fame  way  as  the  wool,  by 
manufa&urers  from  Aberdeen,  Brechin,  and  as  far  fouth  as 
Dundee.  The  whole  inhabitants  are  members  of  the  E* 
ftablifiied  Church,  and  fpeak  all  that  dialed  of  Englilb, 
common  in  the  north  of  Scotland* 

Agriculture. — Oats  and  common  bear  are  the  principal 
productions  of  the  pari(h ;  foroe  peafe  and  rye  are  alfo  railed  \ 
but  the  quantity  of  thefe  kinds  of  grain  is  but  fmall,  when 
compared  with  oats  and  bear.  Potatoes  are  of  late  culti- 
vated by  every  family,  whether  of  farmers  or  labourers^ 
for  their  own  fubfiftence  :  a  few  turnips  are  fown,  fome  in 
drills  and  fome  in  broadcaft  \  but  for  want  of  inclofures,  as 
winter  herding  is  not  introduced,  they  mull  be  pulled  before 
they  come  to  much  perfe6iion.  The  old  Scots  plough  is  al-- 
moft  univerfally  ufed.  Some  of  the  moft  Tubftantial  tenants 
put  12  oxen  in  the  plough,  others  id,  others  8,  the  poorer 
fort  2  horfes  and  2  cows,  fome  of  them  i  horfe,  2  cows,  and 
2  (mall  oxen.  Clover  and  rye-grais  have  been  cultivated  on 
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the  farms  of  Kinaldj,  Blelachj,  and  Lonhead,  with  great 
facceis  ;  but  no  where  elfe,  except  in  gardens,  for  want  of 
indofnres.  Many  of  the  farmers  begin  to  raife  flax  ;  and  as 
there  are  now  2  lint-mills  ere£led  in  2  of  the  neighbouring 
pari(hesy  Towie  and  Coul,  it  is  thought  it  will  turn  out  a 
very  profitable  crop.  There  are  a  good  manj  fheep  rear- 
ed in  the  pariih,  the  greater  part  of  them  of  the  black  fa- 
ced kind  ;  tliey  fell  from  L.  7  to  L.  13  the  fcore.  Black 
cattle  arc  very  much  degenerated  for  want  of  grals,  the  far- 
mers fend  them  all;  except  a  few  milk-cows,  to  pafture  in 
glens  every  year  about  Whitfunday  for  3  months ;  and  fincc 
the  (heep  became  numerous,  they  generally  return  as  poor  as 
when  they  went  away.  In  1780  there  were  5  or  6  carte 
in  this  parifli];  now,  in  1793,  there  are  about  30.  There  are 
at  prefent  4  heritors  in  the  parifh,  Lord  Aberdeen,  Lord 
Strathaven,  James  Farquharfon  of  Invercauld,  and  Charles 
Gordon  of  Blelack  ;  the  latter  is  the  only  refiding  heritor. 
The  valued  rent  of  the  parifli  is  L.  2783  Scots.  Real 
rent  L.  782,  10  s.  344  bolls  2  fit  lots  meal,  181  bolls  i  firlot 
bear.  The  rents  of  the  principal  eilates  are  demanded 
when  due ;  with  certification,  that  if  the  lafl  farthing  is  not 
paid,  the  tenants  (very  few  of  them  having  tacks)  muft 
remove  at  the  firfl  term  ofWhitfunday.  To  avoid  this  evil, 
numbers  of  them  fell  meal  and  bear  for  ready  moneyr 
Ivhich  they  have  not  to  deliver,  and  at  that  inftant  buy  the 
feme  back  from  the  one  they  fold  it  to  at  5  s.  and  3  s.  6  d. 
the  boll  of  additional  price,  payable  9  months  after.  Such  as 
have  the  viftual  to  deliver,  are  obliged  to  threfli  out  their 
crop  before  they  have  ufe  for  the  ftraw  ;  by  which  means, 
they  lofe  a  great  deal  of  it,  carrying  it  out  of  their  bams 
and  building  it  up  in  their  yards,  and  it  becomes  dry  and 
infipid  for  their  cattle.  By  this  uncommon  kind  of  traffic, 
numbers  are  reduced  to  very  low  circumflances.  All  the 
oonfolation  they  have,  is,  the  one  part  of  them  h  taught  by 
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civil,  the  other  by  moral  law,  that  "  whom  the  Lord  loves 
he  chafiifes."  Lord  Strathaven,  who  got  his  father  Lord 
Aboyn's  property  in  this  county  made  over  to  him  2  or  3 
years  ago,  has  altered  the  terms  of  payment  of  rents  from 
Martinmas  till  the  8th  or  middle  of  February ;  and  from 
Whitfunday  till  the  middle  of  Augufl ;  by  which  his  te- 
nants have  an  opportunity  of  making  the  beft  of  their  vie- 
tual  and  cattle,  and  now  pay  their  rents  with  much  greater 
eafe  and  advantage  than  they  did  formerly.  If  this  plan 
were  adopted  by  heritors  in  general  in  this  country,  it 
would  be  of  the  greateft  confequence  to  their  tenants  in  ge- 
neral, who  depend  chiefly  on  the  produce  of  their  crops  for 
the  greater  part' of  their  rents.  Improvements  in  agricul- 
ture win  never  take  place  in  this  pariih^  until  leafes  are  ^ 
granted  and  encouragement  given  for  houfes  and  indofing ; 
till  that  happen,  the  poor  farmer  will  be  obliged  to  adopt 
the  old  mode  of  cultivation,  whether  right  or  wrong, 
though  the  climate  and  foil  in  general  are  fuch  as  would 
produce  good  crops  of  any  kind  of  grain  ufed  in  the  north 
of  Scotland.  At  prefent  the  farm-houfes  are  worth  very 
little,  and  the  mode  of  living  very  mean ;  dwelling-houfes, 
when  valued  on  the  removal  of  a  tenant,  are  appreciated 
from  16  s.  to  L.  f|  5  s.     Subtenants  from  5  s.  to  10  s.  * 

Stipend^ 

*  Servants  wages  iuice  1784  are  raxfcd  near  double  of  what  they 
were  before  that  time.  The  average  rate  at  which  men  fcr\'ants  are  hired 
tor  the  year  by  the  farmer  is  from  L.  5,  15  s.  to  L.  7,  10  s.  and  pialntained  in 
the  family  ;  women  fervants  ufuaily  get  from  L.  2  to  L..  2,  lO  s.  and  their 
maintenance.  There  are  no  alehoufes  in  the  pariOi ;  the  inhabitants  in 
general  are  very  ibber :  but  numbers  of  them  are  obliged  by  neceflity  to 
attend  a  weekly  market  at  Tarland,  fomc  time  before  every  term,  to  fell 
victual  in  the  way  already  mentioned  to  pay  their  rents ;  by  which  means, 
they  tlirow  away  a  great  part  of  their  time  and  their  fubjedl.  At  this 
market  no  fewer  than  4  roeflengers,  3  of  whom  are  noUry-publics,  attend 
regularly,  and  have  made  themfelves  rich  on  the  ruins  of  the  poor ;  one 
of  them  has  bought  2  eftates.  3 
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Stipend^  School^  Poor. — ^Logie-Coldftoneisa  vice^patronage ; 
the  Crown  and  Invercauld  pretent  akematelj.     The  annual 
itipend  modified  in  1793  is  L.  45  :  2  :  i,  and  1 11  bolb  of 
vidua],  32  of  which  are  bear,  and  2   glebes.     The   church 
was  rebuilt  in   1780,  the  manfe  and  kitchen  in  1783  \  the 
office-houfes  are  In  a  ruinous  ilate. — There  is  only  one  fchool. 
ITie  (alary  is  100  merks  ;  the  number  of  fcholars  in  winter 
is  from  50  to  So,  owing  to  the  fchool  being  contiguous  to  a 
great  part  of  the  parifli  of  TulUch,  which  lies  within  Cro- 
mar,  and  that  of  Migvie,  where  there  is  no  fchool  but  that 
of  Coldflone  adjacent  to  either.     The  fchool  is  kept  in  the 
old   manfe   where   the   fchoolmafter  lives ;  in  fummer  the 
number  of  fcholars  feldom  exceeds  10  or  12. — ^The  number 
of  poor  on  the  parifh-roU  is  ufualJy  from  28  to  35.     The 
only  fund  for  their  fupport,  which  amounted  to  L.  35  Ster- 
ling, was  in  the  hands  of  a  gentleman,  who  failed  in  cir- 
cumftances  and  is  fince  dead.   All  that  was  recovered  of  the 
money  was  L.  6 ;  fo  that  the  poor  have  nothing  now  but 
that  and  the  weekly  coUeftions  to  depend  upon.     Inver- 
cauld has  been  in  the  regular  pradice  of  fending  money  to 
divide  among  them  annually  fince  the  1783;  the  fnm  is 
ufually  L.  II  Sterling. 

NOTE.  • 

Letter  from  Mr  Farqaharfon  to  Sir  John  Sinclair. 

•f  There  is  a  very  ancommon  and  particular  circumftance  in  my  cafe, 
which  I  fhall  mention  to  you,  (knowing  you  to  be  a  friend  to  mankind). 
I  have  for  a  long  time  been  diftrefied  with  a  diforder  in  my  ftomach ;  a- 
bou€  5  years  ago,  I  was  advifed  to  take  (when  much  pained)  25  drops 
of  laudanum  once  a- day,  and  to  increafe  the  quantity  gradually.  My 
diftrefs  was  fuch,  that  it  made  me  attend  regularly  to  the  prefcription,  as 
it  gave  me  a  mom entary  relief,  fo  that  at  the  end  of  4  years  I  came  on 
to  1 2  and  often  14  tea-fpeonfuls  the  day  ;  the  effe^s  of  which,  along  with 
my  complaint,  reduced  me  to  mere  (kin  and  bone,  and  made  me  as  yellow 
as  an  orange.  I  eonfulted  Dr  Cullen  when  I  began  to  take  the  lauda- 
num,  who  did  not  difapprove  of  it ;  but  on  finding  it  breaking  in  fait 
PQ  my  conftitution,  (which  was  originally  good),  I  applied  to  Dr  Monro 
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who  gave  me  for  anfwer,  '*  that  laudanum  was  a  certain,  tiioagh  flow 
poifon.**  This  determined  me,  though  in  a  very  reduced  ilate,  to  4««"i«!n» 
the  quantity  lo  tea^fpoonfiils  a^j.  Hie  fudden  tranfition  bore  very  hard 
upon  me,  tofuch  a  degree,  that  it  was  thebelief  of  eveiy  one  who  faw  me, 
that  I  could  not  live  many  days.  Dt  Thomas  Morifim  in  London,  (who 
was  my  early  acquaintance),  came  to  this  country  in  Anguft  laft,  and 
advifed  me  (if  poffible)  to  abandon  the  laudanum,  blit  to  do  it  gradually ; 
he  fent  me  fome  dofes  of  the  (havings  of  fteel  to  take  diree  times  a^day, 
which  I  continued  to  do  with  fuch  fucceis,  that  I  can  now  with  plealhre 
fay  that  I  have  not  tafted  laudanum  for  4  months  paft,  and  am  became 
ftout  and  fat.** 
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PARISH  or  GRAITNEY, 


(County  and  Synod  or  Dumfries,   Presbytery  of 
Annan.) 


By  the  Rev.  Mr  John  Morgan. 


Name^  Extent^   Surface. 

"^/[O  authentic  information  can  be  obtained  refpeding 
-■"  ^  the  etymology  of  the  name  of  this  pari(h.  The  fpcU- 
ing  varies  moch,  which  increafes  the  difficulty.  The  moft 
probable  conjedure  is,  that  it  was  originally  called  Greats 
inoWf  from  a  fmall  hill  lying  at  the  diftance  of  about  a 
quarter  of  a  roile  from  the  church.  The  form  of  it  b  that 
of  an  oblong  fquare,  extending  along  tlie  coaA  of  the  Sol- 
way  Frithy  nearly  6  miles  in  length,  and  about  3  in  breadth 
at  an  average.  It  is  a  level  diflrid,  diverfified  with  a  few 
rifing  grounds  of  fmall  extent.  The  higheft  eminence  is 
Graitney-hill,  from  which  the  parifli  is  fuppofed  to  derive 
its  name,  lying  at  the  diftance  of  about  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  from  the  church.  It  rifes  about  250  feet  above  wa- 
ter 
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ter  nxarki  and  ccunmands  a  pl^afapt  and  e^CMifive  fixSptd 
of  the  coaft  of  Cuxnberlandy  Sdyrzy  Frkb*  Aaoandale, 
Liddiefdaijiei  and  of  part  of  Northu«ib<^i$LQd« 

Springs^  Rivers^  Solway  Fritb^  Wr<— There  ^^  £pine  m- 
neral  fprin^;  but  as  ver^  little  attouioa  hath  bUbeiitQ  ^ea 
psud  to  them,  their  virtues  are  fcarcely  known,  gad  !^PJ 
are  rendered  leis  valuable  by  being  ofteii  waflaed  OYI^r  by 
the  tides.   The  Eden,  Elk,  and  Sark,  uniting  form  the  he^d 
of  Solway  Frith,  and  the  fouthern  boundary  of  this  p|i- 
rifb.     The  Frith  here  nQa:y  be  4  or  5  miles  broad,  ^nd  is 
navigable  to  Sarkfbot  for  veflek  of  i;2.q  tons  burden*    Tliere 
are  feveral  harbours  jor  landing  plapes  in  the  pariHi,  fuch 
as  Sarkfoot,  Hiedkirkpoint,  frewhoufes,  ^,  but  o|i  ^fxj 
part  of  the  coail,  which  is  a  flat  and  fody  ihore,  vejOG^ts 
may  lie  in  ikfety  at  all  tinws.     The  Sark,  and  tbe  Kittle 
another  fmall  river,  are  the  only  ftreams  b  the  pariAi.   The 
tides  flow  regularly  from  W.  to  £.  with  great  rapi4ity,  for 
the  fpace  of  j  hours,  and  are  nearly  full  a^  the  taooa*^ 
fouthing.     The  ipring-tides  rife  about  so  feet  above  \ffv 
water  mark,  and  there  are  evident  appearances  of  <biur^ba« 
ving  rifen  much  higher  at^  foQ^e  former  period.     In  the 
little  river^  Sark  and  Kirtle  are  trout,  eeb,  herlings,  pike, 
^.  but  not  in  fuch  quantities  as  to  be  objeds  of  moch  at- 
tention to  the  inhabitants.     The  fiihing,  however,  in  the 
Solway  Frith  is  of  naore  iipportaaoe.    It  pnoduces  falmon 
jn  pretty  large  quantities,  fome  fturgeon,  cod,  flounders, 
and  rarely  porpoifes.     But  as  the  different  siethods  employ- 
ed in  taking  the  feveral  kinds  of  fifli,  the  markets  to  wbich 
they  are  fent,  and  the  prices  at  which  they  are  fold,  are 
fully  and  accurately  detailed  in  the  return  from  the  adjoin- 
log  parifli  of  Dornoch,  it  is  nnneceflfary  to  repeat  them 
here. 

Climatff 
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CSmaitf  SaSf  C/r.«— The  climate  is  temperate  and  the  a!r 
healthfiii.  No  local  diftempen  are  prevalent.  There  are 
feveral  inftances  indeed  of  rhenmatic  and  nervous  dlTorders, 
jKUticolarly  among  the  loweft  dais  of  the  inhabitants,  owing 
to  their  living  in  cold  and  damp  houfes,  to  their  enjoying 
but  a  fcant  J  (hare  of  the  comforts  of  life,  and  in  fome  cafes 
perhaps  to  the  indifcreet  ufe  of  tea  and  fpiritous  liquors. 
There  have  been  fome  inftances  of  longevity.  It  appears 
from  a  grave-ftone  in  the  church-yard  here,  that  of  2  bro- 
thers, who  died  a  century  ago,  the  one  was  iii,  and  the 
other  no.  In  the  year  1791,  a  woman  died  at  the  age  of 
Z03,  but  her  name  could  not  be  found  in  the  pariih-record. 
There  is  now  living  one  woman  upwsurds  of  an  zoo,  two 
between  90  and  100,  and  feveral  perfons  between  80  and 
9c,  which  are  ftrfking  proofs  of  the  falubrity  of  this  part  of 
the  country.— The  foil  is  various.  Except  fome  trads  of 
mofs  and  boggy  grounds,  which  are  incapable  of  improve* 
ment,  it  is  in  general  dry  and  fandy,  mixed  with  ftones.  In 
fome  parts,  and  particularly  on  the  fea-fide,  it  is  a  fine  rich 
loam;  in  others,  of  a  wet  and  clayifli  nature.  In  almoft  eve- 
ry {>art,  however,  the  foil  is  fertile,  and,  when  properly  cul- 
tivated, yields  abundant  returns*. 

PopuJation.  —  According  to  the  returns  made  to  Dr 
Webfter,  the  number  of  fouls  was  then  105 1.  It  is  be- 
lieved  that  the  population  of  this  parifii  has  been  gradual- 
ly increafing  for  many  years.  There  are  now  1810  per- 
fons, of  whom  are, 

Under  xo  years  of  age,   490     Between  10  and  20,        399 

Between 

«  Wheat  is  fown  in  OAober  and  Kovember ;  oats  from  the  middle  of 
March  to  the  end  of  April ;  barley  in  the  latter  end  of  April  and  in  Ma  j ;, 
turnip  from  the  middle  of  June  to  the  middle  of  July.  Reaping  begins 
about  the  middle  of  Auguil,  and  continues  till  the  latter  end  of  OAober. 
The  feafons,  however*  are  (bmetimes  a  little  earlier,  fometimes  later. 
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Iktweeti  lo  and  50^  626 

Between  50  and  70,  225 

Between  70  and  xco,  75 

Above  i06t          *  1 

Of  the&y  there  are, 

Males,              -  805 
Females,           -            X005 

Married  of  both  fexes,  436 

Bachelors  above  jo,  37 
Unmarried  women  a- 

bove  45,           «>  88 

Widowers,            -  23 

Widows,             •  53 

Faaiilics,        *        -  323 

Surgeons,        -        •  2 

Schoolmafters,          -  4 

Shopkeepers,          -  15 

Principal  innkeeper,  x* 

Inferior  innkeepers,  3 

Tippling  houfes,         *  15 

Blackfmiths,           -  7 

Joiners,          •           •  9 

Weavers,        -        *  32 


Shoemakers^         ...  8 

Tailors,          -          •   '  9, 

Batchers,             -  2 
Millers,    •     ^          -       '2 

Bakers^         •          .  3 

Gardeners,         .        .  3 

Midwife,         -          -  X 

Tallow-chandler,    -    •  I 

Travelling  pedlar,  I 
Men  who  gain  a,  liveli- 
hood partly  bj  fifliing, 
and  partly   by  fome 

other  employment,  75. 

Land-fur  vey  or,         •  1/ 

Apprentices,          -  31 ' 

Chaife-drxvers,          -  2 

Male  labouring  fervants,  jo 

Female  ditto,          -  32 
Female     domefiic     fer* 

vants,         ->         -  12 
Farmers  above  L.  jo  a- 

year,          -          -  7 
Do.  between  L.  50  and 

L.  15  a-year,        -  46' 

Do«  under  L.  15  a^year,  x 


All  the  reft  of  the  inhabitants  are  cottagers  employed  by  the 
fiumers.  They  are  all  of  ^  the  EAabliflied  Church,  except 
I  Gameronian,  2  or  3  Burgher  Seceders,  and  a  few  Epiico. 
palians*  The  number  of  births  within  the  pariih,  taken  at 
an  average  of  10  years,  amounts  to  34.  The  average  iinoi* 
ber  of  marriages  for  the  left  five  years  does  not  exceed  7  ^ 
but  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  there  are  many  irregular  mso-'- 
riages  in  the  pariih*  As  no  regifter  of  burials  has  hither- 
Vol.  IX.  3  U  to 
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to  been  kept,  the  avenge  of  deaflis  annndj  ctonot  he.a^ 
ioertained. 

jifgricuktk'if  Scc^-Tbe  aninyd  prodooe  of  the  parif^ 
vfiZj  be  nearly  as  foUowi : 


I 


Wheat,  4P 
Barky,  550 
Oats,  aooo 
Peale,  *  30 
Beuis,  30 

PqjUitoes,  aoo 
Tumip,  6c 
Flax,  15 

Sown 

grais,  300 
Mttdow,  300 
Fflflore,  3joo 
Coarfe 

ditto,  3500 
Mofi,  735 
Hbnfe 

rentSy 
Fiihings, 


^3 
8-S. 

Is 

3 


f 


G 


n 


? 


30 

6  s. 

9  .0 

0 

HOC 

36 

3»' 

5  8 

0 

19800 

40 

IS. 

4  re 

0 

86600 

«5 

3'- 

*  S 

0 

300 

li 

4S. 

3  0 

0 

300 

x8o 

,  ^V 

9  0 

5  P 

0 
0 
0 

0 

36000 

• 

1  ip 
P  IP 

0 
6 

. 

0  ^ 

6 

0  ^ 

0 

360 

2970 

8000 

4S 

1000 

z8o 

90 


o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
o 


o 
o 

o 
o 
o 
o 
o 
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1500    o  o 

4jo    o  o 

1837  10  o 

311  xo  o 

36  15  o 

100     o  o 

500    o  o 


10240  acres.    Total  Tal.  ann.  prod.  L.  18241'  o  2$ 


The  parifli  not  only  fappliea  the  inbabitanta  vnA  poovi« 
Sons,  bnt  ezporta  oonfiderable  ^laatitiea  to  the  £ngiifl| 
markets,  and  fometiines  to  Clyde.  The  aanaal  ^qfwm  of 
the  paiifli  may  b#  nearly  aa  fellows  s 


I-  300  0 

0 

JjOO  0 

0 

2500  0 

0 

a^  to 

'0 

io  •^' 

0 

too  6 

^ 

aSo  h 

0 

70  ^ 

\> 

xojd  b 

0 

70b  6 

0 

lii  tt 

0 

480  6 

•  0 

ado  6 

0 

at  450  0 

0 
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xooo  Bolheb  of  wheat,  at  6  s. 
1 0000  Buihels  of  bariejy  at  3  fr 
a50oo  Buihels  of  oats,  at  a  s. 

150  Buihels  of  peafe,  at  3  s*  -     '  • 

150  Bftihels  of  beans,  at  4  s. 
100  Tons  of  potatoes,  at  ao  s; 
1*00  Iltkins  of  hotter,  at  28  s. 
50  Cwt  of  cheeie,  at  aSs.  ' 
^50  Swine  fatted,  and  fold  at  L.  3, 
350  Black  cattle,  of  a  ydnrs  old,  ilL.  a> 
ipo  Calves,  fatted  and  fold  at  15  s. 
80  Cows,  fold  at  L.  6, 
^00  Cart  load  of  hay,  at  abs.  -^    - 

Filh  uncertain,  hut  may  be  eftimated  at  450 

Total  value  of  annual  exports,  »  L.  7820 

The  Stock  of  the  Pariih  may  be  ^  follows : 

400,  Cows  at  L.  6. 
500  Young  cattle,  at  L.  a^  zo  s« 
a86  Hories,  at  L.  xo,        .     • 
5a8  Swine,  at  L.  z,  los.  .  • 

40  Sheep,  at  L.  I, 
sao  Plougbsi  at  L.  a, 
aop  Carts,  at  L.  5, 

15  Tumbrils,  at  L.  a,  zo  s. 

Qtbl^r  implements  of  holbaiidry, 
2  Four  wheeled  chaifesi 

Total  value  of  Stocki  *  L.9344  10    o 

Imports. 


2400 

0 

0 

1250 

0 

0 

a86o 

0 

0 

79a 
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40 
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1045 

0 

0 

87 

zo 

0 
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0 

0 

80 

0 

^ 
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Impocts. 

At.Sarkfoot  are  imported  aannallj,,  3000  tons  of  ooals 

from  Cumberland,  at  63.. .  -  L.  900    o    o 

ftooo  Load  of  timber  from  Kigf^  and  Memel, . 

at  L.  3^155.  .  .  .  7500    o    o 

VOQO  Barrels  of  tar»  chiefly  from  America,    . 
.    at  15  9.  .       .     -  -   ,  -  750    o    o 

lao  Tons  of  .Ial(  from  Fittoaweem,  at  L.  6 

tbe  ton,  •  •  720    o    o 

.  ^QO  Tons    of  'flate  from  Laocafhire   and 

Wales,  at  Im  i,  la  s.  the  ton,        «-         «         320    o    o 


Total  annual  value  of  imports,         -         Lv  Z0190    o    o 

The  annual  produce  of  this  pariih  has  been  greatly  in- 
creafed  of  late  years,  l^y  the  improvements  which  have 
been  made,  as  the  feveral  proprietors  have  exerted  them- 
felves  with  a  laudable  emulation  in  the  melioration  of  dieir 
refpedive  eftates.  The  arable  lands  are  all  inclofed  at  the 
ezpenfe  of  the  landlord,  and  the  ftone-fences  and  hedges, 
which  are  in  a  thriving  condition,  are  upheld  by  the  tenants. 
Several  of  the  farms  are  in  a  very  high  ftate  of  cultiva- 
tion, and  the  reft  are  daily  improving.  It  b  believed, 
tnat  the  rental  of  the  pariih  has  been  tripled  in  the  courTe 
of  the  laft  25  years.  The  manure  ufed  here  is  dung  and 
lime,  brought  from  the  DonkiU's  lime-works,  in  the  pa- 
tilh  of  Middlebie,  or  from  Hayniuir,  in  the  pariih  of  Kirk- 
'patrick,  and  fometimes  from  the  hollows,  in  the  pariih  of 
'Gannobie.  The  price  the  buihel  at  Donkin's  is  ii  d.  and 
at  the  other  places  7  d.  or  8  d.  .This  difference  in  the 
'  price,  is  owing  to  the  difference  of  the  prices  of  the  coah 
ufed  in  bumini^  the  limeftoue.    The  farmers  here  ufe  the 

Englilb 
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EnglUh  or  Rotheram  plbagh  011I7,  with  the  curved  mold- 
boird.  It  is  drawn  by  two  horfes,  without  a  driver,  and 
.commonly  ploughs  about  an  acre  a*day.  Th^  rotation  of 
cropping,  in  general,  is,  firft  year,  wheat  or  oats ;  iecond 
year/  oats ;  third  year,  turnip  or  potatoes ;  fourth  year,  bar- 
ley^ fown  out  with  clover  and  rjre-grafi.  The  land,  fown 
out  in  this  manuer,  is  ufually  mown  for  one  year,  then 
paftured  two  yeais,  and  afterwards  ploughed,  and  under- 
.gcies  the  fame  rotation  of  crops.  The  pariih  is  the  pro- 
perty of  4  heritors,  the  Earl  of  Hopetoun,  Earl  of  Mansfield, 
Sir  William  Maxwell  of  SpringkeU,  Bart,  and  Mr  Graham 
of  Mofsknow  ^  none  of  whom  refide.  No  part  of  the  pa- 
riih is  commonty*  Ev^ry  proprietor  knows  the  predie 
limits  of  his  eftate^  The  farms  in  this  diftrift  are  in  ge- 
neral of  imall  extent.  .  There  is,  however,  one  fiurm  let  at 
L.  300,  and  another  at  L.  i86.  All  the  reft  are  confider- 
ably  fmaller.  The  land  here  lets  from  5  s.  to  ao  s.  the 
acre  *. 

Stij>end, 

*  Prices,  Wagaj^  £»peaffs,  EurmMjt,  l^f.-«Tke  vftngt  price  of 
wbcat  i$  S%.6A,  of  barley,  2 1.  8d.  aad  of  oats  as.  the  Winchefttr  bttibd. 
Meal  is  from  x s.  6 d.  to  as.  the  ftonc  of  l^^  lb.  The  prefent  averafe 
price  of  beef  and  ?eal,  is  3^  d.  the  lb ;  of  nmtton  and  lamb,  3^  d.  and«of 
pork  4  d.  the  lb.  of  1 6  ounces,  A  turkey  is  fold  at  3  s.  a  goofe  at  2  s.  ^  d. 
a  hen  at  8  d.  a  duck  at  8d.  chee(e  at  3  d.  and- butter  at  6  d.  the  lb.  6f  i6 
ounces.  The  prices  of  pro^ifions  of  all  kinds  are  greatly  increaied  of 
.  late  years.  The  farmers  here  lire  lefs  on  butter  and  cheefe*  than  they 
feem  to  have  done  formerly.  They  think  that  they  find  an  advantage  in 
felling  thefe  articles,  and  in  buying  butcher-meat.  There  is  an  exceed- 
ingly good  fleHwrnarket  in  the  village  of  Graitney  Green,  where  upwards 
of  L.  700  worth  of  butcher-meat  of  all  kinds,  and  of  the  bed  qualitiesb 
is  killed  and  fold  annually,  the  greateft  part  of  which  is  confumed  in  this 
pariih  and  neighbourhood.  In  confequence  of  our  vicinity  to  England, 
as  in  other  bordering  parilhes,  wages  and  the  price  of  labour  are  generally 
high,  as  many  of  the  yuung  people  of  both  feces  go  into  Cumberland, 
wbpre  a  aale  iervant  can  have  from  L.  S  to  L.  12  sod  upward^  and  a  fe» 
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tMifig  L.  6d  Sbdts  for  oMritttihioh-ateinMia,  ifad  5  dnl- 
4e«i  <tf  yUhisd,  t9#d  tiiri^  df  vvMdi  ai«  {i^yAble  in  meal, 
ittd  the  otfa^r  thitxl  in  be*f,  atMaotingi  rbJmxnwifihKf  mmu, 
to  about  L.  t»o  J^itKng.  TUb  gtebe  is  b«t  finall,  and 
Iks  nt  tilt  diflanceirf  more  thihl  two  ftaet  frdm  tbechoidi, 
nrhich  r«ttdtt3  k  left  valllabU  to  the  miiiiflvr.  In  Iht  1789 
aftd  1790,  the  chah:h  and  «>fecM  wet^  aH  iiMr  fa«ih|  and 
the  mafafe  t^^i-cd  at  a  eonfiaei^ble  npenre.  Lori  Mans- 
field is  paitoti.->-Thtn«  is  in  Ui«  psiiik  ofeie  fcboblAiiaer 
tlAj^  Who  has  «  fikry  of  td6  mtrks  Scots.  TliiS)  and  die 
Ibbdbl-^UgiAy  including  ih  hbuft  «ind  garden,  tnny  amount 
%0  aMiA  L.  26  SterMfkg  lihnnaHj.  tie  fdio^-lioufe,  and 
dkfe  hMfe  in  which  the  fthoolttsjler  rtlldes,  y^^ett  liotfa 
buOt  ti»t  fliUij  y^ttl^  ego,  find  Are  at  ptafeht  in  sxcdlent 

male  fenrant  from  L.  4  to  L.  6  jeirly,  »nd  fometimet  for  the  fpring  and 
barteft  qoarten,  a  (tout  young  man  will  get  from  L.  3.  10  s.  to  L.  4, 10  ■. 
cfpecialljr  in  the  autumn.  It  is  believed  that  the  wages  of  labouring  fer. 
▼ants  are  neaiiy  the  fame  in  this  diftri^.  From  Candlemas  to  Martin- 
iiaat  the  tragei  bf  ft  day-laboar<r  are  k  s.  ad.  whhoot  viaoals,  shd  8d. 
with  them,  and  in  the  Winter  qnarter,  they  are  1 1,  without  vilfbials,  and 
68.  with  thetn.  Men  Snd  ^men  have  ofaly  S  d  a-day  fbr  reaping,  whea 
tiikir  prOTifiotts  are  fhrntflied  tbem,  and  1  s.  ft  d.  when  they  ftamifli  their 
o#n  proviBoni.  Trtdefihen,  fbch  as  mafont  and  joiners,  have  is.  8  d.  S- 
day  without,  and  t  s.  1  d  with  meat,  briclcJayers  and  flaters,  2  s.  ^  d. 
iaflots  8  d.  With,  and  1 '%.  2  d.  without  thei^  viAuals.  But  all  thefe  ge» 
ti^tally  work  by  the  piece.  With  thefe  wagiA,  the  xndoftrious  tradefman 
and  labourer  Aiftpdrt  their  fhmilies  in  a*  pretty  decent  and  comfortable 
tnanner,  if  iSckneO,  bad  Weather,  &c.  prevent  them  not  from  following 
their  re(l>e6^ive  emplbyments. 

A  Iabourer*s  annual  earnings  may  1>e  as  follows : 
•7  s.  a-week  for  the  fummer  and  harveft  quarters,  L.   9    9    o 

6s.  a-week  fbr  the  winter  and  iprlbg  quarters,  •—  7  i5    o 


Total  azmikal  earnings,       L.  16  18    o 

The 
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repau:.  There  sure  geoerall j  two^  said  bmetimes  three  o- 
d^er  periqns,  whq  teach  in  difl^reot  p«rt8  of  the  p.^fi(h« 
They  are  paid  bj  the  fcholars,  aad  maj  maKe  abqut  I#.  14 
or  L.  15  each  yearlj.-*The  SHinl^er  of  perfpn^  on  the 
poors  roll,  uken  at  na  Of^erage  of  the  lad  5  years,  is  24* 
There  are  no  fimds.in  the  pari^  for  their  fapport,  but  tb^. 
W^fiklj  coUe&ionSy  ajnoiuiting  tp  about  L.  iS  yeady  *. 

Antiquities 

The  annual  expenfes  of  a  labourer's  family,  confiiting  of  himfelf,  a  wife, 
and  four  foiall  children,  may  be  as  follows : 

Houfe  rent,  including  a  fmall  garden  and  potato-ground,      L.  i    o    o 

ti.  ftonet  of  oat-meal  a^week,  at  i  a.  S  d.  the  tone,         —  6  lo    o 

I4ilk  and  buttes  a-w«e|^  1%,                <-^                 .  —  %  %%    o, 

Tei^  and  fugar,  a-year,           ,        —                      —  0150 

Soapg  candles,  and  fait.  See-                    —                        —  o  15     o 

Tear  and  wear  of  their  Sunday's  clothes,       '         — •  i    o    (^ 
A  woifcing  jacket,  veft,   bueechet,  ihirts,  ftockiags,  dogt, 

h|u(d|(erchi^,  and  hat^  $>r  (he  man,  '                    —  x  to    ^ 
A  bed  gown,  petticoats^  (hif^  ftockingSj  clogs,  handkerchief, 

and  cap,  for  his  wife,               —               —               —  i    o    o 

A  new  veil,  breeches,'  &c.  for  each  of  the  four  children,  at  , 

los.  each  fiiit,                     —                           -<->  100 

SdMwl-Wi^es  for  two  of  tl^e  cbild^ian,                           —  o  }.%    o 

Goal  or  peats  for  fuel,                   —                       —  I     o    o 


Totfld  annual  expenfes,        L.  18  14    o 

The  annual  expenfes  eiMc^  t^  man's  aopuA^  earnings  L,  i,  i^s.;  bi|t. 
the  deficiency  may' be  made  up  by  the  wife's  induftry,  as  flie  generally 
works  in  hay  time  and  harveft,  by  which  (he  may  earn  about  L. !,  at  an 
average,  and  by  fpinning  the  remainder  of  the  year,  may  earn  about  i  s.  a- 
week,  befides  doing  the  bufineft  of  her  family.  When  potatoes  are  4 
good  crop,  there  will  be  a  faving  in  the  article  of  oat-meal,  which  is  gcnd* 
rally  expended  in  purchafing  better  clothes,  or  a  little  butcher-meat. 

•  Friendly  Society  0/  Kirkfatriei'TUming  and  Graitney,  The  objed^ 
6 f  this  fociety  is  to  provide  a  fund  for  the  fupport  of  the  labouring  part  of 
the  qon)munity  here,  when  tlie^  are  rendered  incapable  of  earning  a  live- 
lihood for  tb^mfelv^  by  fickncfs  or  old  age.     It  wa^  intituled  about  ilx 
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jffttiquUus.^^Tht  rematins  of  a  Dmidxcal  temple  are  ftiS 
to  be  feen  on  the  farm  of  Graitney  Mains.  It  is  of  an  o- 
Tal  form,  and  inclofes  about  half  an  acre  of  groond.  It  is 
formed  of  large  rough  whin  or  moorftones,  which  muft 
have  been  brought  from  a  confiderable  diftance,  there  be* 
ing  no  ftones  of  this  kind  within  10  or  12  miles  of  this 
place.  One  of  the  largeft  of  thefe  ftones,  which  is  com^ 
monlj  called  Lochmaben  ftone,  meafures  118  cubical  feet, 
the  total  weight  of  which,  foppofing  each  cubical  foot  to 
weigh  1%  ftone,  muft  be  20  tons  and  upwards.  The  reft 
are  coniiderablj  fmaller.  The  file  of  this  temple  is  (aid 
to  be  famous  for  having  been  the  place  where  alliances 
were  anciently  formed  between  the  two  nations.  The  re- 
mains of  two  or  three  fquare  towers  are  ftill  to  be  feen  in 
different  parts  of  the  pariih.  Thej  feem  to  have  been 
places  of  defence  againft  the  incnrGons  of  the  Englifli  bor- 
derers. There  are  in  the  pofleffion  of  James  Graham,  for* 
merly  of  this  pariih,  but  now  in  the  parifh  of  Dornoch, 
29  fmall  iilver  coins,  which  were  found  inclofed  in  a  fmall 
wooden  box,  in  a  mofs  near  the-  Hirft ;  25  of  them  are 
about  the  fize  of  fixpences,  and  the  remaining  four  fome- 
what  fmaller.  A  few  of  them  feem  to  have  been  ftruck 
at  Canterbury,  but  the  ^^eateft  part  of  them  at  London, 
apparently  in  the  reign  of  one  of  the  King  Edward's,  but 
there  is  no  legible  dste  on  any  of  them. 

Natural 

yean  ago»  and  is  compofed  chiefly  of  labooren  and  mechanics.  Several  of 
the  principal  fanners  in  both  parifliea  alfo  have  become  members  of  this 
focietj,  merely  with  a  view  to  encourage  it,  from  a  convicflion,  that  it  is 
an  excellent  inftitution,  and,  if  properly  condudled,  may  be  produ^ive 
of  much  advanuge  to  a  very  deferving  defcription  of  men.  Each  meow 
]}er  contributes  a  fmall  fum  quarterly,  which  is  gradually  accumulating 
into  a  fund  ;  from  which  every  member  in  diftrefs  draws  a  ftated  allow- 
ance  weekly,  according  to  the  regulations  of  the  fociety.  Several  of  tliiai 
members  have  already  derived  much  advantage  from  this  inftitution. 
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Naiuroi  Curiqfity^^^ln  antamQ  i^gt^  tht  tackfinen  of 
k  free  ftohe  quarry,  belonging  to  the  then  Vifbount  of  Stor* 
monty  .and  lying  iiefur  the  foot  of  the  water  of  Kutle,  in 
working  the  fame,  difcovered  a  mab  of  tar,  incroftcd  on; 
idl  fides  with  the  rock.  The  hoUuw  in  which  it  wsa 
found,  would  have  held  about  i|  gallons  Scotch  meafure^ 
and  the  qnanticy  of  tar  foijind  was  about  14.  Engliih  piqts* 
When  the  tar  was  tcie^,  it  burned  in  the  fire  like  common 
tar,  extra&ed  from  fir,  but  had  a  fulphureous  faidUL  It 
was  foft  when  found,  and  became  fluid  in  the  fire,  llie 
rock  in  which  it  was  found  b  a  white  freeftone,  of  a  good 
Quality*  The  workmen  are  of  opinion,  that  it  has  pro- 
ceeded froni  a  faring  on  the  north^weft  fide  of  the  quarry** 
This  fpring  leaves  a  black  flimy  fubftance  iike  tar ;  ami: 
thii  fubftance,  4s  they  think,  costing  through  the  foot  of 
the  rock,  has  produced,  the  mala  de&ribed  above; 

Villnge  of  Spring Jield-^n  the  year  iygi,  a  new  villager 
was  begun  on  the  farm  of  Springtield,  belonging  to  Sir 
William  Maxwell,  where  upwards  of  40  faoufes  have  been 
already  buill,  or  are  no^  building.  This  village  is  fituated 
on  a  dry  healthy  foil,  upon  an  eminence  above  the  Sark; 
the  river  which  is  here  the  boundary  of  the  united  king*} 
doms.  The  plan  of  the  village  is  perfedly  regular.  The 
flreets  are  50  feet  wide,  and  the  houfes  are  all  built  of 
freefione  or  bricks,  and  covered  wich  blue  flate.  A  great 
t)art  of  the  land  adjacent  to  the  village,  and  belonging  to 
the  proprietor,  has  been  incloled,  and  the  fiances  planted 
With  quicks  and  hedge-rows  of  tre^s^  £ach  fettler  is  ac« 
commodated  with  an  Inclofore  of  6  or  4  acres  at  a  mode* 
rate  rent,  and  upon  a  leafe  for  19  years.  The  build frtg 
leafes  are  for  99  yeats.  Several  weavers  are  now  fettling 
in  this  village,  and  as  the  proprietor  is  exerting  him&if  £qk 
the  efiablifliment  of  manufadures  of  different  kinds,  therii 
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&eins  CO  be  little  doilbt  of  this  village  beoominga  very  cbn^'' 
fiderable  place  m  a  fliort  ttmt,  from  the  many  advantages 
which  it  poflefles  with  refpedto  its  fitoatioo;  Both  coal  and 
peat  are  to  be  had  here  at  no  great  diftance,  and  at  a  mode- 
fate  expenftf.  There  is  a  fmall  river  contiguous-  to  the 
village,  and  the  fea-port  at  Sarkfoot  is  not  above  a  mile 
diftant  from  it.  The  great  road  from  England  by  Moffat 
to  Edinburgh  and  Glafgow,  and  the  great  road  by  Dum- 
fries to  Port  Fatrick,  and  by  Dumfries,  Sanquhar^  Muir*- 
kirk,  &Cr  to  Glafgow,  all  pafs  through  this  village. 

J(oai/jr.--^Thefe  are  twa  turnpike  roads  which  pafs  through 
this  pariih.  The  road  from  Eut^land  by  Mofiat  to  Edin* 
burgh  and  to  Grlafgow,  by  Hamilton,  and  the  road  from 
England  by  Drurafries  to  Port*Patrick,  and  to  Glafgow  by 
Sanquhar,  Muirkirk,  &c.  and  which  roads  feparate  at  Head- 
le(s-Gro(s,  about  200  yards  to  the  weftward  of  the  new  vil- 
Hgt  of  Springfield  ♦. 

Grmtniy-Hal/.'-^This  houfe,  in'which  an  heritor  former^ 
ly  refided,  is  now  fitted  up  in  a  very  elegant  mnd  common 
dious  manner  as  an  inn  by  the  Earl  of  Hopeton,  the  pro^ 
prietor,  where  poft-chaifes  are  kept,  and  every  aceontmo- 

datioir 

•  There  were  no  turtipike  roads  la  this  part  of  the  country  till  the  year 
27*771  when  an  adl  of  Parliame.it  was  obtained  for  repairing  certain  road* 
in  the  county  of  Dumfries,  by  the  aid  of  tolls,  and  for  commuting  the  fhu 
tnte  hbonr;  the  tniftees  under  that  a^  being  empowered  to  aflefs  the' 
proprieton  and  occupiers  of  land,  in  a  (van  not  exceeding  11  s.  on  each* 
ieo  merks  of  valuation,  for  the  purpofes  of  Repairing,  and  keeping  in  re^ 
pair,  the  different  roads  within  the  county  The  benefit  which  has  been 
deriv.-d  from  this  adV  of  Parliament  has  been  unjvcrfally  fel*-  and  acknow- 
ledged *  and  it  is  from  that  period,  and  from  this  circumftance,  that  every 
seal  aad  extenlive  improvement  in  thii  part  of  the  cooutiy,  and  in  the 
^unty  of  Dumfries,  is  to  be  dated,  and  has  ariiictt. 
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idsftion  may  be  had  that  is  to  be  found  in  the  beft  inns  in 
England. 

I 
Mifcellaneous  Ob/ervattatts.-^^Thcrc  are  2  bridges,  the 
one  of  one  arch  over  the  Sark,  and  the  other  of  two  arches 
on  the  Port- Patrick  road  over  the  Kirtle,  lately  rebuilt  in 
a  very  fubftantial  manner.  There  is  an  exceedingly  good 
wheat,  barley  and  oat  mill,  well  fupplied  with  water, 
where  the  greateft  part  of  the  grain  in  the  parilh  is  grind- 
ed. We  have  very  little  natural  wood.  There  is  a  plan- 
tation of  full  grown  trees  at  Graitney- Hall,  and  ther*.  are 
feveral  belts  and  clumps  of  young  plantations  in  different 
parts  of  the  parifli,  which  in  time  will  be  a  very  great  or- 
nament to  this  part  of  the  country.  The  common  fuel  a> 
fed  here  is  peats.  The  expenfes  of  cutting,  drying  and 
leading  them  may  be  eftimated  at  about  i  s.  the  cart-load. 
Coals  are  brought  from  Archerbeck,in  the  pariih  of  Can- 
^obie.  They  cofl  is.  6d.  the  cart-load  at  the  pit.  They 
are  likewife  brought  by  water-carriage  from  Cumberland. 
By  landing  them  on  the  Engliih  fide,  the  payment  of  the 
jduty  is  evade'd,  and  they  cottlSs.'the  top,  or  33.  the  cart- 
load. Thefe  are  perhaps  cheaper  than  the  Archerbeck 
^al,  which  are  about  i  o  miles  diftant  from  this  place. 

J^OTE. 

€landejline  Marritges. '^—Thvi  pariih  has  been  long  famous  in 
^he  annals  of  matrimonial  adventure,  for  the  marriages  of  fugitive 
loven  from  England,  which  have  been  celebrated  here.  People  living  at 
a  diftance  erroneoully  fuppofe,  that  the  regular  and  eftabliihed  clergyman 
of  ^is  pariih  is  the  celebrator  of  thofe  marriages :  V^Hiereat  the  perfons 
who  follow  this  illicit  prad^ice,  are  mere  impoftors,  priefts  of  their  own 
«re^ion,  who  have  no  right  whatever,  either  to  marry,  or  to  exercife 
any  part  of  the  clerical  fundlion.  There  are,  at  prefent,  more  than  one  of 
ihis  defcription  in  this  place.  But  the  greateft  part  of  the  trade  is  mon«- 
polifed  by  a  man  who  was  originally  a  tobacconift,  and  not  a  blackfmitfa, 
«s  is  generally  believed.  He  is  a  fellow  without  literature,  without  prin- 
^ples,  without  morals^  vA  without  oumncn.    His  tif«  i*  •  continued 

fcene 
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fcene  of  dniiikeTiiicl9.  Hb  irregnUr  coodadt  has  rendered  him  an  dbje^ 
of  detf  ftation  to  tit  the  fober  and  Tirtoonf  part  of  the  neighbourhood. 
Such  is  the  man  (and  the  defcription  is  not  exaggerated)  who  has  had 
the  honour  to  join,  in  the  facred  bonds  of  wedlock,  many  people  of  great 
rank  and  fortune  from  all  parts  of  England.  It  is  40  year^  and  opwards 
fince  marriages  of  this  kind  began  to  be  celebrated  here.  At  die  loweft 
computation  about  6o  are  foppoied  to  be  folemnlwd  anftually  in  this 
place.  Taken  at  an  average  through  the  year,  they  may  be  eftimated  at 
15  guineas  each  ;  confcquently  this  traffic  brings  in  about  L.  945  a^year. 
The  form  of  ceremony,  when  any  ceremony  is  nfed,  is  that  of  the  Chnrcfa 
of  England  On  fome  occaJions,  particularly  when  the  parlbn  is  intoxi* 
cated,  which  is  often  the  cafe,  a  certificate  only  is  given.  The  certificate 
IS  figned  by  the  parfon  himfelf,  and  two  witnefies  under  fi£littoiis  figna- 
tures.     The  following  is  a 

Copy  of  one  of  thefe  Certificates,  in  the  original  Spelling  ; 
•*  Thi«  is  to  fartfay  all  perfons  that  my  be  confemid,  that  A.  B  from 
.  ^e  parilh  of  C.  and  in  county  of  D.  and  £  F.  from  the  parilh  of  G.  and 
in  the  county  of  H.  and  both  comes  befiore  me  and  declayred  tbemfelc(s 
both  to  be  fingle  perfons,  and  now  mayried  by  the  forme  of  the  Kirk  of 
Scotland,  and  agreible  to  the  Church  of  England,  and  givine  ondre  my 
hand,  this  1 8th  day  of  March,  1793  " 

Is  it  not  a  difgrace.  to  the  police  of  a  civilind  country,  to  permit  fnch 
irregularities  to  be  praAifed  widi  impunity  ?  And  is  it  not  a  reflexion 
on  the  good  fenfc  and  difcemment  of  the  Nobility  and  Gentry  of  Eng- 
land, (for  fome  of  the  Englifli  Nobility  have  been  married  here),  to  fufifcr 
themfeltes  to  be  impofed  upon,  and  their  pockets  to  be  picked,  by  facH 
mtfcreaats?  ^ 


IfUAf. 
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NUMBER    XXXVI. 
PARISH    OF    DUNLOP, 


(CouKTT  OF  Ayr,  Synod  of  Glasgow  and  Ayr, 
Pr£sbyt£Ry  of  Irvine), 


hy  tie  Rev.  Mr  Thomas  Brisbamx. 


Name^  Extent^  Rivulets^  lie. 

NOTHING  b  feeminglj  more  aibitrarj  and  capricious 
than  the  names  of  places,  and  nothing  is  for  that  rea- 
fon  perhaps  leis  attended  to  and  underftood ;  owing,  as  we 
fuppofe,  their  origin  to  mere  fencj  or  arbitrarj  will,  we 
think  them  unworthy  of  a  ferious  inveAigation  ,  and  that 
ever  J  attempt  to  account  for  them,  is  but  a  confirmation 
of  what  we  fuppofe.  On  the  other  extreme,  is  the  opi- 
nion of  thofe  who  allow,  indeed,  that  thej  may  be  traced, 
and  their  meaning  afcertained,  but  that  in  order  to  this,  an- 
cient times  mu(t  be  confulted,  and  ancient  tales  be  belie- 
ved.  '  Whatever,  therefore,  comes  flamped  with  this  au- 
thority, and  has  any  rchation,  though  but  in  found  to  the 
name,  is  id  uitted  -*s  a  matcet  of  importance,  and  iufficient 
to  Dettie  every  inc^uiry  of  this  kind,    lo  fuch  penons  the 

marvellous 
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ttiarvellous  and  improbable  are  fo  fiu:  from  being  obje6lioiii^ 
thai  thej  rather  appear  to  be  natural  for  the  times  that 
gave  them  birth,  and  neeelTarj  to  give  dignitj  and  pernvi- 
^ancj  to  what  thej  were  intended  to  ezpreis.     It  is  for 
this  reafon,  that  ;^e  names  of  places  have  been  explained  in 
the  moil  fanciful  manner,  and  circnmftances  adduced  in  the 
explication  of  them,  that  exceed  every  degree  of  probabi- 
lity, and  are  evidently  falfe.     The  name  before  us,  as  ac- 
counted for  by  fome,  is  one  of  thefe.     According  to  them, 
there  was  among  the  Danes  who  infefied  this  country,  a 
man  of  extraordinary  ilrength  and  ftature,  and  that  upon  a 
time,  to  ihow  I  fupppfe  his  extraor^nary  folly^  he  made  ^ 
remarkable  leap  from  a  hill  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
place  where  the  church  now  ftands,  and  that  to  this  inci- 
dent the  hill  itfelf  and  the  parifli  are  indebted  for  their 
•name.  But  without  examining  into  the  merits  of  this  ftory, 
or  regretting  that  it  had  not  been  more  circumftantially 
told,  we  need  only  obferve,  that  the  name  is  with  mucl^ 
more  probability  derived  from  an  old  and  refpe&able  fami- 
ly in  the  panfli,  or  from  its  hilly  appearance   Dun4ip  or 
Jiun-hiib^  lignifying,  in  Gaelic,  **  a  winding  .or  circuitous 
hill ;"  and  were  we  to  credit  the  tradition,  that  the  houfe  of 
Punlop  fiood  .originally  on  the  top  of  Dunlop-hill,  v:e 
iTiight  be  led  from  this  circumfta^ice,  and  the  appearance  of 
the  ground  about  it,  to  fuppofe,)  that  it  might  be  called,  in 
the  language  of  the  times,  the  houfe  on,  or  the  houfe  of  dij$ 
winding  hill,  and  that  the  family  itfelf  might  afterward 
aiTume  that  name,  and  give  it  to  the  parifli.     The  parifli  is 
of  an  oblong  figure,  being  about  7  Englifli  miles  long,  and 
2^  broad.      It  is  bounded  by  the  pariflies  of  Neilfton, 
Stewartoun,  and  Beith.     From  the  firft  of  thefe  it  is  fepa- 
cated  in  front  by  a  fmall  bum  or  brook  on  the  £.  from  the 
-iecond  19  the  fame  manner  on  the  S.  and  from  the  laft  by 
liugton  on  the  N.     Thb  has  its  fource  in  the  parifli  of 
I  NeiUtoi^^ 
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^Clifton,  Is  well  ftored  with  fift,  efp^cially  trout,  and  is  aC 
prefcnt  only  worthy  of  notice  for  the  extent  of  country 
through  which  it  paffcs,  and  the  winding  courfe  which  it 
takes  in  its  progrels  to  Gamoch,  which  it  turns  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  Kilwinning.  There  are  no  rivers,  and 
but  2  burns  in  the  parifli,  one  of  which  is  confiderable  e- 
fiougb  to  afford  a  fufficient  fnpply  of  water  during  the  win- 
ter, ^and  in  wet  feafons,  to  the  mills  which  are  erefted  on 
It,  and  is  faid  to  contain  the  charhe  or  chare,  a  ^des  o£ 
trout  of  the  fineft  quality. 

Roads.'^Bj  means  of  the  roads  which  interfeft  it  in  dif^ 
ferent  places,  there  is  an  eafy  acce&  to  every  part  of  the 
pariQi,  and  likewife  to  the  country  and  town  around  it.  In 
donfequence  of  this,  the  people  have  frequent  and  friendly 
intercourfe  with  one  another,  know  the  value  of  every 
thing  they  have  to  fell,  and  can  bring  it  to  the  heft  mar- 
ket. To  the  fame  caufe,  perhaps,  may  be  afcribed  that  po- 
liih  and  urbanity  which  they  have  in  common  with  their 
neighbours,  jand  that  fondneis  for  drefs  which  is  fo  obferva- 
ble  on  public  occafions*. 

SurfaHej^Soi/f  and  Produce. ^-^Tht  pariih  of  Dunlop  may 
be  faid  to  ftand  upon  high  ground,  and  to  confift  of  a  great 
variety  of  hills.  None  of  thefe,  however,  are  remarkable 
for  their  height,  but  many  of  them  for  the  beautiful  and 
extenfive  profpeds  which  they  give,  and  all  of  them  for  the 
rich  graia  which  they  produce,  arifing  from  an  elevated 
bafe,  which  occupies  great  part  of  the  pariih.  The  ground, 
though  hilly*  is  of  eafy  accefs,  and  well  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  pafture  and  agriculture  For  the  fame  reafon,  it 
abounds  in  fprings  of  excellent  water  ;  and  being  moreover 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  fea,  it  is  blefTed  with  a  pur<.  ^nd 
healthful  air.    In  confequence  of  this,  the  people  arc   ub- 

jeft 
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jcd  to  few  difeafes,  s|iid  ge&eraUy  lire  to  a  good  old  agei 
In  the  weftera    parts  of  the  pariih,  the  foil  is  either  light 
or  of  a  thin  day,  and  towards  the  E.  the  prevailing  foil  xi 
deep  and  heavj,  with  a  cold  wet  bottoms    And  this,  it  is 
probable,  has  given  rife  to  a  pradice  unknown  in  other 
parts  of  the  country,  and  which  ftrangers  are  apt  to  ooa- 
fider  as  fooliih  and  onaocouatal^le.    The  cuftom  is,  to 
plougii  with  4  horfes  and  3  men ;  a  of  die  men  are  em« 
ployed  in  the  ufoal  wny ;  but  the  third,  with  a  long  pole 
fixed  to  the  beam  of  the  plough,  direds  the  beam,  and  af-- 
fifts  the  ploughman.     By  thb  mode,  of  an   ancient  date 
among  them,  they  imagine  they  do  more  and  better  work, 
ill  the  fame  time,  than  could  be  done  by  any  other  method. 
But  whether  the  advantages  of  this,  fuppofing  them  to  be 
real,  will  overbalance  the  ezpenfe  of  an  additional  horfe 
and  fervant,  is  certainly  a  queftioa  of  fome  importaocey 
efpeci.iUy  to  thofe  who  have  nothing  but  cuftom  to  jufiifjf 
their  continuance  of  it.    In  a  place  like  dxi9,  where  the 
farms  are  fmall,  and  where  thp  ploughing  is  cartied  on  by. 
two  neighbours  jointly,  this  expenfe  is  indeed  ndt  fo  Tea- 
dily  perceived ;  yet  fiill  it  muft  be  for  their  intereft  to  per* 
ceive  it,  and  for  their  credit,  a&  proper  farmers,  to  retrench 
it.     From  what  has  been  ikid  concerning  the  difierence  of 
foil,  it  is  eafy  to  fee   that  there  wiil  be  a  difference  alfo  m 
what  it  produces.     The  crops  accordingly,  which  are  ufual* 
ly  oats,  are  better  and  more  produ&ive  in  the  firft  and  fie- 
cond,  than  they  are  in  the  third  diviiion  of  foil  ;  tho&  of 
the  former  yielding  from  17  to  19,  and  thofe  of  the  latter 
but  from  12  to  15  pecks  of  meal  the  bolL     The  average 
rate,  however,  of  meal  the*  boll,  for  the  whole  parilh,  will 
not  exceed  14  pecks,  though  the  boll  here  contains  a  bufhe) 
more  than  it  does  in  mdt  other  counties  in  Scotland.   And 
what  may  appear  a  little  fiiange  far  a  parifh  not  of  greitf 


^extent,  the  harveft  is  concluded  fome  feafons  five  *  fooner  in 
the  weftem  than  it  is  in  the  eaftem  extz^emity  of  it.  But  die 
principal  produce,  or  manufadure,  as  it  may  be  caSedi  of  th% 
pariih,  is  cheefe.  For  this  it  haS  been  long  known  and  diftiiit' 
^ihedy  infomuch  that  all  the  cheefe  «iiade  in  Ae  coun- 
try  about  it»  when  carried  to  Paifley,  Glafgow,  ^or  &rther» 
goes  by  the  name  of  Dunlop  cbeeiby  and  finds  a  better 
market  <»  that  account.  Nor  is  this  preference  to  be  a£> 
<ribed  altogether  to  prejudice ;  £>r  it  is  certainly  as  good  aa 
ever  it  was,  and  equal,  if  not  fuperior,  to  what  is  made  any 
where  elfe.  The  pra£dce  of  making  fweet-milk  cheefe^ 
as  it  is  called,  was  firft  introduced  into  this  pariffa  by  onit 
Barbara  Gilmour,  whofe  ^andfon  is  fiill  living,  and  is  pro* 
prietor  of  the  fame  farm.  Having  gone  to  Ireland,  to  0- 
void  die  hardOilps  which  peo^  were  then  expoled  to  aa 
account  of  religion,  fhe  is  Deud.to  have  brought  it  with  her 
when  ihe  returned  about  the  time  of  the  Revolution.  Sinqt 
<that  period,  cheefe  has  been  the  great  and  almoft  the  only 
bufioeis  of  Dunlop.  Senfible  that  their  fituation  was  more 
favourable  for  this  than  for  any  other  purpofe,  the  people 
beAowed  upon  it  the  greateft  care,  and  turned  it  to  the  beft 
advanuge.— They  have  inclofed  their  ground,  have*  but  a 
third  or  fourth  of  it  in  tillage,  and  the  reft  in  grafs,  which 
is  always  a  plentiful  crop,  and  of  the  fineft  quality.  They 
■2tCQ  very  attentive  both  to  the  colour  and  Ihape  of  their 
cows,  which  are  rather  fmaH  than  otherwife,  and  common- 
ly of  their  own  raifing.  And  as  thefe  feed  in  inclofures» 
free  from  the  refiraints  of  herding,  and  are  not  brought  in- 
to houfes  during  the  night,  from  the  beginning  of  May  to 
the  end  of  harvefr,  the  quantity  of  milk  which  they  give 
is  very  great.  I  am  forrythat  under  this  article  I  cannot 
give  the  reader  all  the  information  I  could  wiih,  either  aa 
Vol.  IX.  3  Y  » 

*  Perhapi  the  word  omitted  by  the  antbor  if  ** 
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to  .the  .number  Qf.  cows  th»t  :is  kept,  or  the  quantity  of 
cheefe  that'  k  made  in  the  pariih.  The  people  were  a« 
larmed  when  quefiioned  about  theiie  things^  and  alleging 
that  thi9  v;!a3' valuing  their  farms,  they  refufed  to  give  tnc 
«i.7  fatid£adii»  -on  this  headj^  only  .from  what  I  coold  col- 
lea,  ib  far  as  I  went  with  .this  .view^  I  ihould  fujipofe  that 
tkere  may  be  about  758  cow^  kept,  and  about  iC|6ia  ftones 
-of  cheefe  made*  in  jt  annually,  which-  is  equal  to  L.  3714, 
43.  at  7£.  aTftone^  the  market-pnce  at  prefent.  And  to 
this  they  are. well  entitled,  both  on  account  of  the  quantity 
and  quality,  of :jtheir  pheefe.  For  as  this  is  the  produce  of 
the  richeftpailure,  and  the  beft  cows«  fo  nothing  can  exceed 
their  integrity  and.  cleanlineis  in  manufaduring  it.  Like 
that  made,  in  (bme  of  the  counties  of  England,  it  appears  to 
great  difiulvantage  whennew,  but  improves  by  ageaiid  proper 
keieping.  The  valued  rent  of  the  pariih  is  L.4115,  17  s,  ^ 
6 d.  Scots*     Th^  real  rent  upwards  of  L.  3000  Sterling*. 

Population. 

»  Tt  might  be  expcdled,  in  a  country  lil^e  this,  which  is  all  inclofcd, 
that  there  would  be  a  good  deal  of  plantation,  or  at  leaft  that  hedge-rows 
would'  be  frequent  and  in  a  thriving  condition.  The'truth  is,  though 
.  trees  be  neccflary  both  in  point  of  utility  and  oniament,  and  though  na- 
ture  points  with  an  high  hand  as  it  were  to  many  places  where  thefe 
fliould  be ;  yet  they  are  only  to  be  found  in  fmall  numbers,  where  an 
lioufe  ftands,  or  where  one  has  ftood.  This  general  obfervaiion,  how- 
ever, admits  of  two  exceptions.  Mr  Dunlop  of  Dunlop  has  planted 
fome  thoufand^  of  trees  of  dijOferent. kinds  within  thefe  few  years;  and 
from  his  good  tufte  and  great  attention,  tliere  is  every  reafun  to  expecl 
tliat  he  will  proceed  on  a  larger  fcale.  The  late  Mr  Muir  of  Caldwall 
'"^as  a  man  cff  thefineft  tafte,  and  in  nothing  perhaps  did  his  fuperiority 
in  that  more  appear,  than  in  the  manner  in  which  he  has  laid  off  his 
:^ground,  and  placed  his  different  plantations.  Thefe,  (kirting  and  inter- 
.  fedling  his  fevcral  farms,  add  both  to  ;heir  beauty  and  valye  ;  and  afford  1 

*  a  plcafant  proof,  how   much  the   face  of  ^  country,  naturally  bleak  and  ] 

^nn'propitioiis,  may  be  'changed   and  improved.     But  an  example  of  this  i 

s4dnd  was  not  likely  to  be  follo^^ed  by  thofe  whole  properties  are  but 
fmall,  and  whofe  ftudy  is  economy,  refiding  the  greater  p  '.rt  of  them  on 
their  own  farms,  end  depending  in  a  great  mcaftnc  0?.  wljut  tliey  produce, 

they 
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Population.  —According  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  -the 

number  of  foub  then  was  796.     At  the  conclufion  of  the 

year  1791*  the  population  of  the  pari{h,and  the  divifion  o^ 

its  inhabitants,  were  according  to  the  following  table  : 

Population  50  years  ago,  -,       .    .  -..   ..600 

— in  the  year  1791,  -       .     -   .       779 


Average  of  marriages,!  foj,  ,4  years,  f  8 
'■■                births,        >  as  abpvecom-.^            .-16 
deaths,      J   puted. 


A 


-11 


Inhabitants  in  the  village,  -  -  -  -    .     iia 

country,  -  -  66? 

Number   of    males,  -  -        -     •,  .    .  389 

—J — — —  females,  ■»  -   -         39° 

■   —  perfons  under  10  years  of  age,      166 

■  between  10  and  20,      -  -1^71 

......«_-__..--.^____-i.*  ao  and  5£>>--       318 

^  50  and  7a,  99 

?  ■     ■  ■        ■  ■■■•.'    70  and  100  ,25 

'iNwmber 

they  eonfidcr  evcry-fpot  they  poRefs  as  of  immediate  ufe,  ixiK  tiftAil  only 
as  it  bean  a  crop,  or  feeds  a  cow.  Plapr*  therefore,  of  diftant  profpec^, 
'  and  of  future  advantage,  but  which  muft  be  attended  with^rcfcnt  ex- 
penfe,  are  feldom  thought  of,  and  never  adopted.  Under  thcfe  circum- 
itances,  it  is  not  to  be  wondered  at,  if  ^the  pirifh  isj  with  rcfpcA  to^rccs, 
what  it  was  in  the  days  of  their  fathers,  very  naked  and  bare ;  in- 
deed, after  *what  has  been  faid,  the  reader  will  be  furprifed  when  he  19 
told,  that  in  no  pariih  of  the  fame  limits,  and  inhabited  by  fo  plain  and 
frugal  a  people,  will  he  find  a  grqater  number  of  good  fubftantial  koufes. 
Many  of  tbefe  are  flated,<and  finished  in  adyle  that  (hows  what  might  be 
done  in  other  things,  was  there  the  fame  inducement.  Thofe  above  us  in 
rank  or  riches»  may  call  forth  our  eiteem  or  admiration  ;  but  thofe  ia  e^ 
qaal  ftation  with  ourfelves  call  forth  our  emolation,  and  thefo 
a^ive  principles  by  which  we  are  urged  from  one  thin£  V>  ano- 
ther, and  always,  farther  than  we  would  otherwife  go,  merely '  that 
we  may  preferve  our  f^quality,  and .  oqp  wonted  diftintftion  Crom 
thofe  beneath  43;  .and  when  we  attribute  one  part  of  their  imprft%'emenft 
to  this,  it  is  natural  to  hope,  that  fonne  time  or  other  the  fiune  ^inciplo 
will  opente  as  powerfully  towards  their  improvement  in  other  rcfpedls ; 
and  that  the  nakedncfs  of  the  hnd  will  no  longer  ftarc  every  ftrangcr  io 
the  face. 
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Number  of  families,              -  -               ifo 

— — —  married  perfons,  -               *44 

■                  Scceders,               -  -               16 

— — — —  proprietors  refiding,  -              41 

■      non-refidingy  1 7 

'     tenants,                 -  -             63 

male-feryant3»             -  -          31- 

femde-fervants,            -  -        6t 

-mafoq^             -  -               6 

weavers,               -  -              12. 

>  carpenters  or  wrists,  -             & 

fmiths,             -              •  *      .     3 

(boemakers,                -  *           3 

tailors,            ...  4 

•  hbomrers,              -  -             23 


innkeepers^  •  -  3 

-^poor,  ,  .  8 

Capital  of  their  fiock,  about  •        L.  325: 

Annual  income,  about  -  •  37 

Number  of  churches,  •  -  i 

clergyman,  .  •  1 

>  ichools,  »  *  .  f. 

■  I     '■  fchoolmafter,  -  -  i* 

Langwagep 

«  With  regard'to  the  population  of  die  pariflx  >o  yean  ago,  it  is  a  lit* 
tie  ancertaio,  whether  the  oumber  tbeiehi  fiated  comprehended  every  in- 
dividual,  or  tbefe  only  who  were  of  age  to  be  anmined.  If  the  latter  on* 
IjTf  the  namher  of  the  people  would  be  nadi  die  faaie  dien  widi  what  it  is 
at  prefent ;  ,bnt  it  is  more  probable  that  the  6rft  was  the  cafe,  as  the  di- 
vifion  of  property  has  been  frequent,  and  the  number  of  proprietors  coa- 
fiderably  increafed  fince  that  time.  Widi  refped  to  the  lift  of  peifons 
between  70  and'zoo,  it  nay  be  obferred,  that  17  of  theie  were  from  70-- 
ID  8»,  and  8 of  them  from  that  to  too;  2  of  theie  are  fince  dead,  i  of 
Aott  aged  S5»  and- the  other  9t.    The  moft  reuuuksble  tnftances  of 

5  lODfOtitl^ 
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Langnage^  Cuftoms  and  CbaraBer. — ^With  regard  to  the 
people  in  general,  and  thofe  things  which  mark  and  diftin- 
gnifii  them,  it  may  be  obferved,  that  they  retain  nothing 

of 

longevity  of  late  y«art»  were  James  Andcpfon,  wbo  died  at  the  advan* 

ced  age  of  lOO,  and  John  Andre  v»  fo  old  as  io2,  according  to  the  report 

of  his  family.    As  to  proprietors  and  tenants,  it  may  be  noticed,  that 

there  are  but  iew  of  the  former  whofe  properties  are  cxteofivef  and  of  tlie 

lautr  whofe  farini  are  large  ;    and  as  the  greater  part  of  each  of  ibefe 

is  in  graf^,   the  labour  of  the  female  become*  more  neceffary  than  that  of 

the  male  fervant  to  manage  them.    And  this  accounts  for  the  difpropor- 

tion  that  is  betireen  them.  The  number  of  both  however  is  diminiilied 

daring  the  winter,  both  becaufe  they  are  lefs  ncceiTary,  and  becaule 

fhcir  wages  are  very  high.    The  men  gefc  from  L.  4  to  L  ^»  and  the  wo* 

men  from  L  2  to  L.  2,  zo  s.  for  the  half-year.    From  which  it  is  obvious 

to  remark,  that  labour  is  ¥ery  ezpenfive  here.    The  wages  cf  an  ordir 

nary  labourer  arc  from  is.  4d.  to  i  s.  6d.  a-day,  from  the  beginning  of 

February  to  the  end  of  November,  and  in  time  of  harveftthey  arc  IGll 

higher,  as  then  he  gets  the  fame  wages  and  bis  ptnvifions  alfo.    How  to 

Account  for  thia  it  muft  be  confidcred,  that  there  are  but  few  of  thi» 

chdS)  and  that  thefe  few  live  within  two  hours  walk  of  the  great  work* 

in  a  neighbouring  parifb,  where  they  can  find  employment  at  ail  times 

and  on  their  own  terms.    Having  a  (ituatiun  fo  inviting  always  before 

them,  and  circumiUneea  of  advantage*  which  it  is  not  their  intereft  to 

negle^,  fo  cafily  in  their  power,  it  is  natural  for  them  to  avail  themfelvcS' 

of  them,  which  they  accordingly  never  fail  to  do^;  fo  that  it  is  impoffible 

to  fay  v^li't  the  price  of  labour,  and  where  labourers  may  be  found  in  » 

few  years  in  thia  part  of  the  country.    From  what  I  have  faid,  it  will  be 

eafily  inferred,  that  there,  are  none  of  theie  works  within  the  boundaof 

this  charge ;  and  confidering^ts  diftancefrom  ooal  and  fiiel  of  every  kind, 

and  its  deficiency  in  water  to  anfwer  thefe  puipufes,  it  is  more  than  pro» 

bable  that  none  of  them  ever  will  be  in  it*    Nor  is  this  a  matter  of  any 

regret  to  me,  how  much  ibever  I  may  luffer  with  others^  from  the  caoies 

which  prevent  them.    For  although  I  rejoice  in  the  profperity  of  my 

country,  and  in  every  thingr  that  tcndt  to  the  improvement  and  hapa. 

gmA  of  mankind,  yet  in  the  cafe  alluded  to;  there  is  reafon,  I  apprc 

hend,  to  rejoice  with  trembling.    Works  that  depend  fo  much  on  the 

lebonr  of  the  young,  and  that  mnft  neoeflkrily  crowd  fo  many  of  them 

together,  muft-  be  hurtful  to  their  health,  and  holding  out  an  early  and 

Itranf  temptation  to  indigent  ai^.d^  negligent  parents  to  part  with  their 

chiidreo»«t«  time  when  they  Ihonld  be  attendini;  to  that  edneati'>ii  which 
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of  the  laagnage  which  was  originallj  fpoken  in  the  coan«. 
try,  except  the  names  of  fome  places,  which  are  evidently 
Gaelic,  fuch  as  Knockmead,  Duniflat,  &€.  Breckenhaugb, 
(which  is  a  Scotch  word),  is  the  name  of  one  of  the  fineft 
natural  objeds  that  is  to  be  met  with  in  this  part  of  the 
country  \  for  walking  upon  level  ground,  which  feems  to 
be  of  conliderable  extent  in  all  dire^ons,  we  come,  without 
expefting  it,  to  the  top  of  the  hill,  where  we  are  ftruck 

with 

is  neceflary  to  form  their  minds,  and  fecore  their  uftfttlnefs,  they  mofl  be 
eventually  at  leaft  hurtful  to  their  manners  ;  not  to  mention,  that  by  col- 
leding  fo  manj  people  of  all  de(criptions  into  one  place,  they  may  mate- 
rially affedl,  if  not  ezhauft  ihe  funds  of  the  poor.  But  it  is  net  my  inten- 
tion to  reflet  upon  works,  in  which  human  in|rennity  feems  to  be  carried 
mlrooft  as  far  as  it  can  go,  and  in  which  perfons  of  the  fir  (I  charader  and 
gicateft  refpeAabiJityare  concerned.  And  therefore  I  remaik,  that  as  to 
what  relates  to  the  poor,  thofe  ftated  in  the  table  ars  not  the  only  per- 
fons who  receive  from  the  funds.  There  are  befides  thefe.Yereral  others 
whom  it  is  found  neccfliry  to  affift  from  time  to  time,  but  who  are  not 
entered  on  the  poors  lift,  becaufe  they  are  able  to  do  fomething  for  them« 
felves,  and  that  they  may  be  the  more  indnitrious.  The  capital  cf  their 
fimd  commenced  about  60  years  ago  in  the  time  of  Mr  Itouat.  He  was 
what  is  called  a  popular  preacher,  and  popular  with  this  peculiarity,  that 
be  wis  equally  efteemed  by  the  great  and  the  common  people;  and  be-* 
ing  well  attended  every  Sabbath  by  both,  the  co1Ie<flions  were  fuch  as  to 
enable  the  fcflion  or  Teftry,  to  raife  a  little,  as  a  flock, rwhich  has  been 
increafing  ever  fince,  and  is  now  pretty  confiderablc.  The  xntereft  arifing 
from  this  and  the  contributions  at  the  church  door  on  Sundays  form  the 
annual  income,  which  is  appropriated  to  the  exigencies  of  the  poor,  and 
is  ufually  mote  than  fufficient  to  anfwer  their  demands  and  to  put  them 
above  the  neceifity  of  begging.  Begging,  however,  is  daily  pra^ifed  by 
thofe  who  come  from  other  places.  Retrained  from  following  this  at 
home,  and  knowing  how  ready  the  people  here  are  to  liften  to  them,  and 
tclieve  them,  they  pour  in  upon  them  from  every  quarter,  and  importune 
them  every  hour.  But  that  cannot  be  charity  which  brings  abroad  the 
idle  and  the  difeafed,  and  that  cannot  be  charity  which  difiributes  witk 
an  indifcriminating  hand.  Charity  chinketh  no  evil,  but  chat-ity  maft 
think  the  truth  ;  and  while  it  does,  it  maft  as  infallibly  lead  us  to  dtf^ 
countenance  begging,  as  it  will  lead  «•  to  be  mercifnl,  imd  full  of  coS" 
paffion  to  the  poor. 
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Irith  the  greatnefs  of  the  height,  and  the  grandeur  of  the 

valley  below.     In  thb  fituation,  we  feel  every  thing  which 

the  magnificent  can  infpire,  not  without  a  wifh  to  retire 

from  it  with  all  convenient  fpeed.— The  language  which 

thej  fpeak  is  a  mixture  of  Scotch  and  Engliihy  and  has 

no  other  fingularity,  but  the  flow  drawling  manner  in 

which  it  is  fpoken,   and   that  they  uniformly  pronounce 

ybw,  faiWf  and  mowj  mai^w*      The  only  cuftom  which 

they  may  be  faid  to  retain  is  that  of  having  great  and  ex« 

penfive  buriab.     It  is  no  unufual  thing  when  a  wealthy 

;  perfon  dies,  to  invite  two  or  three  pariflies  to  attend  his  fu« 

ner&l ;  and  as  they  are  limited  to  no  particular  hour,  great 

part  of  the  day  is  taken  up  in  coming  to  it,   and  waiting 

on  it.     But  the  lob  of  labour,  and  the  lob  of  time,  are  not 

the  only  evils  that  follow  it ;  it  becomes  oppreffive  lo  thofe 

who  cannot  afford  the  expenfe,  but  who,  firom  vanity  or 

pride,  muft  continue  the  cuftom.     Many  things  have  been 

objeds  of  taxation,  and  were  thb  as  univerfal  as  it  b  unne« 

ceiTary,  it  would  be  wife  and  merciful  in  the  Legiflature 

not  to  exempt  it.     In  defcribing  their  charader,  it  may 

be  juftly  faid,  that  they  are  of  the  principles  of  the  Church 

of  Scotland,  and  that  thefe  have  the  happieft  influence  on 

their  civil  and  religious  condud.      Warmly  attached  to 

the  conftitution  in  Church  and  State,  they  are  zealoufly 

affeded  for  the  interefts  of  both,  and  are  almoft  as  rarely 

feen  to  feparate  from  the  church  as  they  are  heard  to  be 

difloyal  to  their  King.     Nor  are  they  lefs  exemplary  in 

the  other  duties  of  their  flation  ;  fo  that  it  but  feldom  hap-^ 

pens,  that  any  of  them  are  addided  to  the  common  vices 

of  the  age ;  and*  there  are  but  few  of  them  who  cannot 

fliow,  that  the  hand  of  the  diligent  maketh  rich.     Among 

a  people  of  this  complexion,  taverns  cannot  be  numerous, 

nor  be  attended  with  bad  efieds ;  for  few  will  be  inclined 

to  keep  them,  where  little  bnfineb  and  little  profits  are  to 

be 
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be  expeded.  There  would  accordingly  be  ftill  fiei^er  thatf 
the  prefent  number  in  the  pariih,  were  it  not  for  the  pa« 
blic  roads,  which  are  frequented  bj  ftranger»,  and  from 
whom  chiefly  they  derive  their  encouragement,  fmall  as  it  is. 

Ecckjlafiical  Staii^  Stipend^  School^  Uc-^Tht  next  article 
in  order  is  the  church,  under  which  it  may  be  proper  to 
]^ve  fome  account  of  it  in  ancient  and  modem  times. 
Dunlop  was  one  of  the  many  pariflics  that  had  been  ap« 
propriated  to  the  monafiery  of  Kilwinaiag*  and  of  which 
that  monaftcry  became  the  bedefictary  or  titular.  This  is 
evident  from  a  tranfaiSioa  bet^^een  the  Commendator  of 
Kilwinning  and  Cuninghame  6f  Arket,  in  the  year  1581^ 
whereby  the  former  gives  in  tack  to  the  latter  the  whole 
tciads^  paritmage  and  vicarage,  of  the  pariOi  of  Dunlop,  for 
a  certain  nuotber  of  years,  and  with  the  exception  of  cer- 
tain lands  therein  fpecified.  At  an  early  period,  therefore, 
and  as  foon  perhaps  as  it  was  defigned  a  pariOi,  it  may  be 
fnppofed,  that  it  would  have  a  parifh-church,  and  that  the 
church  may  have  ilood  at  firft  at  a  place  which  is  called  the 
Temple-hotife  to  this  day.  Bnt  when  it  was  built,  and 
how  long  it  continued  there,  cannot  be  known,  as  there  is 
no  veilige  of  it  remaining,  and  as  the  tradition  concerning  it 
is  almoft  gone.  The  next  place  where  we  find  it,  although 
equ&lly  ui^certain  of  the  time  of  its  ere&ion,  is  in  a  fitua- 
tion  which  waa  happily  chofen  for  the  purpofes  of  dura- 
tion in  thofe  days,  (landing  at  the  bottom  of  a  rock,  ex- 
tending itfelf  in  the  form  of  a  breafi-work,  and  under 
the  gloom  of  the  trees  and  bruihwood  with  which  it  would 
be  covered.  It  pofflisfliMl  every  thing  that  was  requifitc  to 
infpire  the  worfliippers  with  reverence,  and  to  promote  lihe 
Deverity  of  their  adis  of  mortification,  which  the  nature 
of  their  fin^  or  the  pleafure  of  their  priefi,  might  enjoiii; 
but  whether  sfi  w^  .cuftomary  in  tfaefe  cafes^  to  repair  to  a 

large 


tf  Duhlop.  543 

large  detached  fione  in  the  field  abdve,  and  there  to  peN 
form  part  of  them,  is  fomewhat  doubtful.  The  ftone  has 
been  called,  time  immemorial^  Thiigirtftane,  for  the  reafon 
jufl  now  hinted,  fay  the  people,'  but  more  probably  for  its 
being  found  by  itfelf^  Thagirtftane  being  a  corruption  or 
an  abbreviation  of  The  girt  or  great  (lone.  Hard  by  the 
thurch  was  a  fpring,  which  (lill  continues,  and  from  which 
iflbes  a  dream  of  the  fineft  water^  and  id  fuch  abundance 
as  to  fill  a  bore  of  2  inched  diameter.  It  is  ftyled  in  all 
the  old  writings,  which  mention  it,  the  Chaplainry  of  the 
bieffed  Virgin  Mary,  which  (hows,  chat  it  was  dedicated  to 
her ;  and  that  the  ftepping  (tones  in  the  burn,  over  which 
the  people  pa(red  in  their  way  thither,  were  called  the 
Lady's  Steps,  for  the  fame  reafon  -,  which  name  the  place 
Hill  retains,  although  there  be  now  a  bridge  at  it.  From 
what  remains  of  it,  it  appears  to  have  been  a  fmall  houfe, 
but  large  enough,  it  may  be  prefumed,  to  accommodate  the 
inhabitants,  which,  probably  it  did  till  the  Reformation, 
when  it  was  either  defef ted  or  deftroyed.  In  a  dilFcrent  and 
more  elevated  fituatioh,  (lands  the  prefcnt  church ;  but 
having  been  rebuilt  abdut  27  years  ago,  the  date  of  its 
fird  foundation,  if  there  was  one,  has  not  been  preferved* 
It  is  pretty  certain,  howevef*,  from  ah  infcription  on  the 
gravcftone  of  Mr  Hamilton,  \Vho  died  in  the  year  1608, 
and  who  is  faid  to  have  ferved  the  cure  here  45  years,  that 
i:  was  built  at  the  Reformation,  or  foon  after  it  *.  The 
Vol.  IX.  3  Z  ilipend, 

•  Having  mentioned  Mr  Hamilton,  I  am  naturally  led  to  take  notice 
of  the  tomb  in  which  he  and  his  wife  are  buried.  It  is  built  of  hewed 
Anne,  and  covered  with  a  ftone  roof  in  the  infide  ;  it  is  arched  and  pla- 
ftered,  and  bc^n  evident  marks  of  having  been  painted  and  ornamented. 
in  the  floor,  on  a  fiat  flone,  is  the  following  circumfcription.  *'  Heir  Ivis 
Ha.iis  Hamlltoune  Vicar  of  Duiibpe,  quha  decei(it  Yc  30  of  Mali  1608, 
Ye  aige  of  72  zeirs,  and  of  Janet  Denhame  Lis  fpous.'*  At  the  eail  end, 
oiit^cr  a  marble  arch,  with  two  marble  pillars  of  the  Compofite  order  hi 

front, 
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Stipend,  including  what  is  aUoired  for  commvaia^fSK^ 
ments,  is  commumbut  ammi^  aboot  L.  91  :  i :  4  Sterling. 
The  (chool-hoole,  which  is  a  good  fnbftantial  bnilding,  coo* 
fifls  of  2  floon,  one  of  which  is  employed  by  the  ichooU 
and  the  odier  bj  the  fchoolmafter's  fiunily.     It  was  one  of 

the 

fitmt,  are  two  ftatoes  kneeling  on  a  moble  moamnait,  tn  the  attitiide  of 
dcTotioo,  and  habited  accofding  to  tbe  falbioo  of  die  times.  On  the 
wall  bejond  dieiii»  which  is  alfo  marble,  are  thcfe  lines  in  capital  letters- 
«'  He-e  Ije  the  the  bodies  of  Hanis  Hamilton  foone  of  Archibald  Hamil- 
too  of  Raploch,  ferraat  to  King  James  the  Fift,  and  of  Janet  Oenham  hia- 
wife,  daughter  of  James  Denhami  Laird  of  Weftlhielde.  Thej  lived 
marrid  together  4$  yeem,  daring  which  tyme  the  (aid  Hanis  fervcd  the 
core  at  this  church.  Thej  were  much  belored  of  all  that  knew  diem» 
snd  efpecially  of  the  pariihoners.  They  h«d  fix  fonnes,  James,  Archi. 
bald,  Gavin,  John,  William  and  Patrick,  and  one  daughter  Jeane,  maiyed 
to  William  Mnire  of  Glanderftoune. 


Rom  8  Ch.  The  daft  of  time  lyis  in  this  aitfel  Frame,  Prov.  31  C« 

ver.  it.  The  Whofe  birth  them  honored  from  an  honored  Name,  ver.  10  &.30. 

aflliaions  of  A  painful  Paftor  and  his  fpotlcs  Wife,  The  price  of 

this  life  are  Wliofe  devout  Statues  emblime  here  there  Life,  a   virtuoos 

not    worthy  Bleft  with  the  height  of  favors  from  Above,  woman     is 

of  the  glory  Blood,  Grace  ahlcft  Memorial!  all  mens  Love,  far    above 

which    fliall   A  fruitfull  ofspring  on  whom  the  Lord  hath  Fixt,  pearle*.— 

be      ibowed  Fortuns  with  virtue  and  with  honor  Mint,  A   woman 

ttnto  us.  Then  live  thefc  Dead  above  in  endlcs  Joyes,  that    feareth 

Here  in  their  Seid  and  Noble  Cland'eboyes,  the     Lord, 

In  whom  (Graunt  foe  O  Heavens)  their  honor'd  Name,  fliall  be  prat- 

May  never  die  but  in  the  death  of  Fame.  fed. 

Round  the  verge  of  the  arch  u  this  pailage  from  Daniel,  Dan.  12  ch. 
ver.  3.  ^*  They  that  turn  many  to  nghtioufnes  Ihal  D  ene  as  the  ftan  for 
ever  and  ever."  Above  this  is  a  fine  reprefentation  of  a  curtain  part- 
ing  in  the  middle,  and  held  afide  by  a  hand  on  each  corner,  as  if  to  fliow 
th«5&  at  their  prayers.  And  over  the  door,  on  a  marble  ftone,  is  this  in* 
fcription,  now  fcarcely  legible.  '*  Come  Lord  Jefus,  Come.** 
16  41 

iQ.  V 

As  the  figures  point  to  the  time  when  the  tomb  was  built;  fo  the  ini- 
tial' 

I 
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the  beft  hodes  of  the  kind  tUl  of  late,  when  feme  have 
4)eea  buik  in  the  neighbouring  pariihes  on  a  larger  fcale, 
and  in  better  fituations.  This  is  a  circomftance  that  refleds 

the 

tial  letters  were  intended  I  imagine  to  reprefent,  that  it  was  built  by 
James  Lord  Vifcoant  Clandcboycs;  for'fo   Mr  Hamilton's  eldcft  fon  is 
4efigned  in  an  infcription  on  the  fchool-houfe,  as  we  niall  fliow  in  its  pro. 
per  place.    It  is  upon  the  whole  a  piece  of  fine  workmai^lhip,  and  a  tri- 
bute to  the  memory  of  worthy  parents,  which  muft  have  been  very  tx. 
penfive  to  their  pious  fon.     But  through  length  of  time,  and  great  ne- 
gledb,  it  has  been  much  injured  ;  and  as  there  are  none  who  think  them- 
felves  immediately  concerned  to  keep  it  in  repair,  it  will  foon  become 
ruinous.  For  none  will  impute  to  the  prcfcnt  age,  what  was  faid  of  the  Pha- 
rirees,that  they  "  build  the  tombs  of  the  prophets  and  gamlih  the  fepul- 
•chres  of  the  righteous."  I  am  not  in  poflcffion  of  further  information  about 
Mr  Hamilton's  family,  and  therefore  fliall  only  add,  that  it  is  not  a  little 
for  the  credit  of  Dunlop,  that  beildes  thofe  who  may  be  faid  to  belong  to 
it,  it  has  given  birth  to  perfons  of  fuch  eminence   and  diitindion  as  Uiey 
certainly  were.     Mr  Hani«  Hamilton  was  great-grandfather  to  Mr  Wil-   ' 
Jiam  Carftairs,  Trincipal   of  the  Univeriily  of  Edinburgh,  and  to   Mr 
William  Dunlop,  Principal  of  the  Univerfity  of  Glafgow,  and  Hiftorio- 
grapher  for  Scotland.    In  Crawford's  Hiilory  of  RenfrewJhire,  publiihed 
in  1710,  Mr  Hamilton's  eldcft  fon  James,  is  ftyled  Earl  of  Clanbryfal  in 
»t1ie  kingdom  of  Ireland;  but  whether  Hamilton,  the  prefent  Earl  of  Clan- 
bryfal, be  a  defcendent  of  his,  I  know  not.    From  that  period  little  is 
known  of  the  miniAen  of  this  pariih,  till  the  Revolution,  when  Mr  Ga- 
brial  Cuninghame  was  appointed  to  the  charge.     He  had  been  one  of  the 
indulged  minifters,  was  a  man  of  conilderable  abilities,  and  greatly  re- 
>fpedled  by  the  people.    To  him  fucceeded  Mr  Jamiefon,  in  whom  Gmpli- 
city  and  godly  Sincerity  were  very  conipicuous,  and  who  therefore  had, 
what  he  was  well  entitled  to,  the  love  and  affedlion-of  his  flock.     \('hen 
dying,  he   left  his  two  fons,  who  were  then  only  boys,  to  the  care  of  one 
Anderfon  of  Craighead,  a  plain  countryman,  who  undertook  the  charge, 
and  executed  jt  with  great  fidelity.    The  one  he  bred  a  merchant,  and  the 
.other  a  clergyman,  without  imp^lng  in  the  leaft  the  little  patrimony 
which  was  left  them.    Mr  William  Jamiefon,  the  cleigyman,  was  miniiier 
/of  Rarick,  and  author  of  an  Eflay  on  Virtue  and  Happinefs,  which  may 
•be  confidered  as  an  ingenious  attempt  to  reconcile  what  is  irreconcilable, 
^e  different  accounts  of  motal  obligation.    After  Mr  Jamiefon  was  Mr 

Ronat. 
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the  bigbefi  honour  on  the  geotkoieD  coiioemedy  and  promi* 
les  to  be  of  extenfive  ntilitj,  bj  exciting  others  to  foUovr 
their  example.  * 

Roaat.  of  wilom  mefitron  has  been  made  alroulj,  and  conccmiDg  wbona 
there  are  thefe  two  ancedotet.  The  charch-officer  coniipiainni|r  one  day 
to  the  rcrrant,  that  Mr  Roaat  was  too  mu-h  with  the  Genties,  was  replied 
to.  that  her  mailer  had  fcripmre  for  that ;  for,  fajs  the  apoftle,  *'  Lo  we 
turn  to  the  Gentles.**  He  was  convinced  and  relieved,  and  peifeAly 
plcafed  with  the  gentles.  When  the  facrament  was  to  be  given  fur 
the  firft  time  by  the  gentleman  who  was  then  mtnifler,  Mifs  Dnnlop, 
afterwirds  Ladj  Wallace,  came  to  church  rather  early,  and  exprefled  to 
an  old  fervant  her  fati^fa^ion  at  feeing  the  hoofe  fo  decently  6lleil. 
<*  Madam  fald  the  old  man.  diis  is  nothing  to  what  I  bare  feen  in  Mr 
Kouat*s  time.  I  have  heard  the  boogcrs  cracking  at  6  o*clock  o'  the 
momirg  !  The  booj^ers  cracking.  What  do  you  mean  James,  faid  Miis 
Dunlop  i  Yes  Madam,  continued  James,  I  have  feen  the  folk  in  his  time 
fitting  on  the  balks  of  the  kirk  like  bykes  o*  bees."  Thtfe  ftories,  trifling 
and  ndiculotts  enough  in  thtrnfelves,  (how  the  ipirit  of  the  times,  and 
that  it  was  poillble  in  .tho(e  days,  at  lead  for  the  (ame  perfon  to  be  a 
gentleman,  a  fcholar  and  a  popular  preacher.  Mr  Ro«iat  was  afterwards 
txanflated  to  Jedburgh,  where  he  lived  but  a  fliort  time.  His  fon  was 
fometime  ProfcfTur  of  Church  Hiilory  in  the  <  ollege  of  Glafgow,  and 
died  within  thefe  few  yean  in  the  poflTenton  of  all  that  efteem  which  was 
due  to  the  worthy  fon  of  a  worthy  flither.  Mr  Baird  fucceeded  Mr 
Kouat  as  minifter  of  Dunlop.  and  was,  if  inferior  to  his  predeceflbr  in 
popularity,  his  equal  in  pre  fence  of  mind,  prompt  ezpreffion,  and  pleaiant 
manners.  He  was  moreover,  like  him  too,  a  warm  and  perfnafive  preacher, 
a  iincere  Chriftian,  and  an  boneil  man. — Thofe  that  follow  are  ftill  living. 

•  The  fchool-houfe  is  of  the  fame  age  with  the  tomb,  and  was  built  by 
t])e  fame  perfon,  as  will  appear  from  the  following  infcription,  above  re* 
furred  to :  * 

1641. 

"This  fbhool  is  ere^ed  and  endowed  by  James  Vifcount  Claneboyes 
in  love  to  his  parifh,  in  which  his  Father,  Hans  Hamilton,  was  pa- 
ftor  45  years,  in  King  James  the  fizt  his  raigne.'* 
iQ.  V. 

It  is  unfortunate  for  the  fchoolmafter,  and  indeed  for  education  in  th^ 
parifli|  that  we  know  nothing  more  of  that  tranfadUon,  and  it  would  cent 

talnly 
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tainly  be  generous  in  thofe  who  may  have  the  means  of  being  acquainted 
with  it,  to  difclofe  it,  that  the  intentions  of  the  Noble  Donor  might  be 
anfwered,  and  the  circumftances  of  the  teacher  bettered.  For  at  pr^ent 
be  derives  no  other  advantage  from  that  endowment  than  the  houfe  he 
lives  in ;  and  his  place,  including  every  thing  belonging  to  it,  does  dot 
amount  to  L.  19  a-year.  Why  then  Ihould  we  complain  of  the  want  of 
learning  in  our  teachers,  or  be  furprifed  if  their  fucceflbrs  are  not  half  fo 
learned.  In  paoft  country  pariflies  the  number  of  fcholars  is  very  preca- 
rious, and  the  fchool- wages  exceedingly  fmall,  as  fmall  in  many  of  them 
as  they  were  10  yean  ago ;  in  which  cafe,  what  b  to  be  expcdied,  but 
that  either  the  teacher  b  himfclf  untaught,  or  that  he  is  difpirited  in 
teaching,  and  in  a  perpetual  itruggle  for  a  better  place.  By  which 
means  he  negledls  his  prefent  trufta  and  offends  his  preient  employers. 
It  would  be  wrong  indeed  to  make  them  independent  of  their  office,  but 
it  would  be  &s  far  wrong  to  Harve  them  in  it.  Let  them  have  what  is 
proper  to  call  forth  their  exertions,  and  to  reward  their  abilities,  and  then 
we  (hall  fee  the  prolefiion  as  refpe^lable  as  it  is  ufefol. 


NUM. 
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NUMBER    XXXVIL 
PARISH    OF    GRANGE, 


(CmnfTT  OF  Bakff,  Synod  of  Moray,  Presbytery  or 
Strathbogie.) 


Bf  the  Riv.  Mr  pRAVcrs  Forbes. 


Name^  Situation^  Extent^  Mountains^  Rivert^  Soii^  lie. 

THIS  parilh  takes  its  name  from  Grangta^  d  middle  age 
term  for  a  farm,  or  country  refidence.  This  name 
was  given  to  the  lands  called  the  Davoch  of  Grange  bj 
the  Abbots  of  Kinlofs,  who  had  here  a  caftle,  in  which  they 
frequently  rciided,  attracted  by  the  beauty  of  the  fituation, 
the  caftle  being  built  upon  the  top  of  a  fmall  mount,  partly 
natural,  partly  artificial,  furrounded  with  a  dry  ditch,  upoa 
the  fouth  fide  of  a  rifing  ground,  overlooking  eztenfive 
haughs,  then  covered  with  wood,  and  the  fmall  river  Ifla 
meandring  through  them  for  feveral  miles.  The  church 
lies  1 6  meafared  miles  S.  W.  from  Banff,  12  S.  of  Port- 
foy,  10  N.  of  Huntlyi  and  nearly  4  E.  of  Keith.    'The  pa« 
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rifb  k  almoft  fquare,  being,  at  a  mediixm,  6  miks  from 
N.  to  S.  bj  5  miles  from  £•  to  W  *.  The  parifh  ex* 
tends  N.  from  the  banks  of  Ifla,  ia  3  long  but  low  ridges^ 
terminating  in  the  mountains  called  the  KnockhiU,  Lurg- 
hilly  and  hill  of  Altmore,  which  divide  it  from  the  fertile 
countries  of  Boyn  and  Enzie  f .  The  KnockhiU  is  a  very 
high  conical  hi]l>  upon  the  N.  £•  comer  of  the  parifh.  It 
is  detached  all  round  from  the  reft  of  the  ridge,  and  is  feen 
at  a  great  diftance  every  way,  both  by  fea  and  land,  as  it 
rifes  confiderably  above  any  of  the  adjacent  hills,  and  has 

very 

•  This  pariih  is  part  of  the  diilriifl  called  Stryla,  or  Stndi-iila ;  fo  call- 
ed from  the  fmali  river  Ifla,  which  runs  along  the  fouth  fide  of  it  from 
W.  to  E. ;  dividing  a  fann  or  two»  on  the  north  fide  of  the  ridge  of  hilla 
called  Ballacb,  from  the  reft  of  this  pariih ;  and  empties  itfelf  into  the 
Deveron,  about  two  miles  eaft  of  the  parifh,  after  a  Ihort  courfe  of  I2 
miles,  in  which  it  receives  a  number  of  rapid  mountain-ftreams,  which 
caofe  it  frequently  to  overflow  its  banks,  and  damage  the  crops  upon  the 
faaoghs ;  which,  for  5  miles  of  its  couHe,  in  this  and  the  neighbonring 
^rifli  of  Keith,  are  about  half  a  mile  broad.  In  the  the  years  1768, 
1782,  17879  and  1789,  the  river  did  incredible  damage  to  the  crops  upon 
the  haughs.  In  1768,  the  greater  part  of  the  crop  being  cut,  but  not  got 
in,  a  flood  Avept  the  whole  away.  In  1782,  1787,  and  1789,  the  floods 
came  earlier  in  the  feafon,  and  blafted  the  crop  in  Aooting ;  in  1 789,  ia 
particular,  the  haughs  were  ir  times  overflowed,  from  the  time  they 
^ere  fown,  before  tlie  crop  was  got  in. 

t  Altmore  fignifies  «  The  great  Bum,'  and  is  the  name  of  a  large  and 
xapid  Iheam,  which  takes  its  rife  in  thefe  mountains^  and  running  from  N. 
to  S.  falls  into  Ifla,  dividing  the  parifh  of  Keith  from  Grange,  the  whole 
length  of  its  courfe.  Other  3  bums  in  this  parifli  take  their  rife  in  thcfc 
mountains,  and  ranning  from  N.  to  S.  parallel  to  the  burn  of  Altmore, 
ftU  alfo  into  Ilia ;  two  of  them,  the  bum  of  fathnie  and  the  Lime-bum, 
run  between  the  3  ridges  or  divifions  of  the  parifli  above  mentioned ;  the 
third,  the  burn  of  Millagyn,  is  the  boundary  of  the  parifh  upon  the  £. 
feparating  it  from  Mamoch  and  Rothefhay.  Thefe  bums,  together  with 
Ifla.  abound  with  very  fine  trout  of  different  kinds:  which  are  the  only  fifb 
found  in  then,  except  in  autumn,  when  the  falmoo,  with  which  the  De- 
veron  abounds,  come  1^  Ifla  to  depofit  their  fpawn ;  but  no  clean  falmon- 
afc  ^ver  ca»ght  in  Ifla.    Otters  are  fometimes  found  iu  Ifla,  and  in  thefe 
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very  much  the  appearaoce  of  a  Yolcano  at  a  diftadcr; 
though  it  has  no  figns  of  one  ivhen  more  nearly  examined  | 
for  it  is  covered  with  peat  bank  over  the  top,  to  the  depth 
of  6  or  8  fjpet  at  leaft.     The  average  height  of  the  Knock- 
hill  above  the  adjacent  vallies  may  be  about  400  yards. 
It  is  (aid,  that  in  a  clear  day,  part  of  la  counties  can  be  di- 
ftin&ly  difcemed  from  the  top  of  it.     There  are  offly  other 
two  hills  m  the  parilb.     The  hill  of  Silliearn  makes  part 
of  the  eaftmoft  of  the  three  ridges,  into  which  the  parilh  is 
divided.     It  rifes  about   100  yards  above  the  reft  of  the 
ridge,  extending  from  N.  to  S.  about  two  miles,  and  from 
£.  to  W.  above  a  quarter  of  a  mile.     The  Gallowhill  is 
a  fmall  hill  of  about  100  acres  area,  making  part  of  the  Da- 
voch  of  Grange,  lying  N.  of  the  church,  ujKm  the  fouth  end 
of  the  middle  ridge  or  divifion  of  the  parifli,  and  is  fo  call- 
ed, becaufe  it  was  the   place  of  execution  for  criminals, 
tried  and  condemned  in  the  abbot's  regality- court ;  for  the 
Abbots  of  Kinlols,as  well  as  the  great  feudal  barons,  had  an 
heritable  right  of  judging  in  all  civil  and  criminal  matters 
in  their  own   domeftic  court,  by  their  bailie  of  regality, 
within  a  certain  diftrifl,  generally  their  own  eftates,  and 
from  this  court  there  lay  no  appeal -,  nay,  they  could  even 
reclaim   a  caufe  out  of  the  King's  courts,  if  it  belonged  to 
their  jurifdidiori,  and  judge  it  in  their  own.    This  right,  fo 
derogatory  to  the  honour  and  power  of  the  Crown,  and  to 
the  adminiftration  of  juftice  in  the  national  courts,  as  well  as 
to  the  liberty  of  the  fubjed,  was  aboliihed  after  the  rebellion 
in   1745,  and  a  compenfation  ii\  money  given  by  Parlia- 
ment to  the  heritable  proprietors.     The  low  part  of  the 
parilh  is  in  general  pretty  generally  cultivated,  except  fome 
low  mofles,  and  the  cultivation   has  crept  more  than  half 
up  the  furrc  unding  hills.     The  land  for  a  mile  N.  of  the 
water  of  Ifla,  lying  upon  the  fide  of  a  rifing  ground,  floping 
to  the  fouth,  is  a  good  foil,  tolerably  dry  and  early,  and 
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Very  .fertile  in  good  ieafons»  and  when  weU  cultiTated ;  but 
two-thirds  of  the  cultivated  ground  in  the  pariih  to  theN* 
are  cold,  wet,  and  late,  the  foil  confifting  chiefly  of  a  poor 
day,  upon  a  till  bottosi,  or  a  fpungy  moflTj  foil.  The  air  of 
the  pariih  is  moift,  owing  not  only  to  the  wetnefa  of  the 
foil,  but  alfo  to  the  ridge  of  hills  between  it  and  the  feai 
which  attraA*  the  clouds  as  they  pafs  from  the  Moray  Frith, 
and  make  them  difcharge  their  contents  in  torrents^  upon 
Stryla,  when  there  hardly  falls  a  drop  on  the  coafl  fide. 
Stryla  feldom  fufiers  by  a  dry  ieafon,  but  always  by  a  wet 
ooe* 

jlraiquities^  Heritors, — ^This  parifh  appean  to  have  been 
anciently  covered  with  wood,  and  to  have  been  p?irt  of  a 
yaft  foreft,  extending  from  the  river  Deveron  to  the 
Spey,  through  the  pariihes  of  Rothemay,  Grange,  Keithi 
and  Boharm,  as  appears  from  the  roots  and  trunks  of  oaks, 
alder,  birch,  and  fir,  found  in  great  quantities,  in  the  many 
and  extenfive  moifes,  fo  frequent  in  that  traA;  but  at 
prefent  this  parifh  is  quite  deflitute  of  wood,  except  feme 
folitary  trees,  fcattered  in  a  few  farmers  yards,  a  copfe  of 
aoo  or  300  trees  at  the  houfe  of  Edingight,  and  two  fmall 
patches  of  firs,  which  are  not  thriving*  This  gives  the 
whole  country  a  bare  and  naked  appearance.  It  does  not 
appear  that  the  parifh  was  early  inhabited  ;  there  are  no 
traces  of  Druidical  temples  in  it ;  although  thefe  are  fre« 
quent  in  the  neighbouring  pariihes.  The  places  that  have 
names  derived  from  the  Gtaelic,  (which  are  not  many,) 
miift  have  been  firft  inhabited  ;  becaufe  that  language  was 
univerfal  in  Scotland  till  after  the  Norman  Conqueft  of 
England,  when  the  tyranny  of  the  Conqueror^  occaiioned 
the  flight  of  great  numbers  of  Anglo-Saxons  into  Scotland, 
who,  obtaining  fettlements  in  the  low  country,  along  the 
tm&  coafl  of  Scotland,  introduced  their  language,  which 
-  Vol,  IX.  4  A  gradually 
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gradnally  diffbfed  itfelf  thrcmgh  all  the  mote  ciTiIizeci  aftdf 
beft  cdltiTated  part  of  the  coimtry ;  pethapa  the  dergj  al. 
jE»  contributed  to  difiiie  the  Engliih  language  where  th^- 
had  property  or  eftablHhments.  There  b  reafao  to  tiiink^. 
diat  the  Scotch  dialed  of  the  Engfiih  hngoageshaa  beeik 
the  language  of  the  natives  of  this  parilb  for  at  leaft  400 
jears  «.  The  hnds  of  Sttatfa  Ifla,  (Stratb-hejlifl^  as  it  i» 
^lled  in  the  charter),  containing  the  whole  parifli  of 
Grange,  and  a  great  part  of  the  parifli  of  Keith,  were  bev 
ftowed  by  William  the  Lyon  upon  the  abbacy  of  Kinlolihb 
in  the  lath.  century.  The  Popilh  clergy  very  much  pro- 
moted the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  the  country^ 
where  they  had  eftablifhments,  and  large  traAs  of  land 
granted  to  them,  formerly  not  very  valuable,  nor  weD  cul- 
tivated, which  foen  became,  under  their  pofleffion,  weH  cul- 
tivated and  well  peopled.  While  the  barbarous  wart  and 
depredations  carried  on  between  neighboaring  chieftains^ 

often* 


•  The  names  of  plices  in  this  parifli,  derived  fron  tbe  Gaelic,  are  faid 
fD  be  defcripCiTe  of  the- local  (ituttion,  orpocvliar  propeitin.  of  the 
pbccft  to  which  they  belong ;  and  it  is  pn4»ble,  that  thej  ha^  been 
iift  occttpicd  for  the  purpofe  of  pafturage,  rather  than  for  raifing  com. 
The  principal  of  them,  together  with  what  is  laid  to  be  their  meaning, 
are  as  follows:  Edingigbt^ •The  Place  oppofite  to  the  Wind.*  fortrie, 
*  The  cold  Soath-eaft  Haiock/  Crswmarh^  •  The  Gidhet,  or  Tritoglr/ 
alliidiBg  to  the  Itaape  of  the  groond.  BaIoiimm,  *  The  Mols  town/ 
Fatknic^ '  Tlie  Cow^HtUock.*  CantUy,  *  The  froilj  HeighL*  Aitcbim- 
hoove,  '  The  Field  of  Groves,*  8cc.  This  laft  feems  to  take  its  name, 
from  one  of  the  fields  of  battlfe,  with  which  tfus  parifli  abounds,  msA 
which  are  faid  tO'  have  been,  fought  Iktwccu  the  Scots  and  Danes,  wbte 
the  letter  landed  at  CuUen,  in  the  reign  of  Donald  IIL  in  the  end-of  ihet 
ttinth  centurjp ;  who,  as  appears  from  t^  ancient  Scotch  hiftorians,  dc«^ 
teted  the  Danes  near  CuUen,  and  afterwards  at  Forres  in  Mora/ ; 
when,  as  Guthrie  conje^ures,  the  fiunons  obeliik  at  Forres  was  ere^ 
ed.  The  Danes,  in  adTanctig  into  die  heart  of  the'coiuitry,  mnft  necei^ 
fiirilj  pafs  through  the  parifli  o£  Qnage*  nUckit  eolj  4  ceiputed  milat 
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«fben  defolated  and  depopulated  their  eftates,  the  poflefr 
fions  of  the  clergy  flouriflied  \  the  opprefled  pften  fled  to 
the  church  for  protedion,  and  took  refuge  under  the  wingt 
of  the  clergy,  whofe  fpiritual  and  temporal  power  was 
long  verjr  great.  Strath  Ifla  was  foon  well  cultivated,  fuid 
well  peopled,  under  the  Abbots  of  I^inloisy  who  had  great 
eftatesy  and  were  very  rich  and  powerful.  They  frequent* 
ly  lived  at  their  caftle  of  Grange,  in  great  fpleadour  and 
hofpitality,  and  kept  a  certain  number  of  monks  there» 
to  manage  their  eftates,  and  cultivate  their  domeftic  fara  ^ 
they  ereAed  oaills  upon  Ifla  for  grinding  com,  and  bound 
their  tenants  to  bring  their  whole  crop  to  thele  mills  \  be- 
caufe  they  here  levied  the  tithe  of  com,  which,  fiace  the 
Reformation,  has  been  exafied  under  the  denomination  o£ 
that  oppreflive  fervitude  called  multures,  afterward  to  he 
taken  notice  of.  Upon  the  firft  appearance  of  the  Refor- 
mation in  this  kingdom,  the*then  Abbot,  whofe  name  was 
Robert  Robifon,  forefeeiog  the  approaching  troubles,  be- 

gaOf 

^iftant  from  CuUeo ;  and  there  are  fevenl  trenches  or  encampment!^ 
fuppofed  to  be  ma<ie  by  the  Scots,  apon  the  haughs  of  lila,  with  tiie  de- 
£pn(ive  (ide  thrown  up  towards  the  coaft.  Two  of  the  fields  of  battle 
are  clearly  to  be  feen,  being  covered  with  CJiiros  of  ftones,  imder  wli^h  . 
they  nfed  to  bury  the  flain.  One  of  thefe  Selds  is  on  the  N.  fide  of  tht 
Oallow-hill,  not  far  from  the  encampments  «bove  mentioned;  and  the 
other  is  on  the  S.  iide  of  KLnockhill,  to  which  there  leads  a  road,  from 
the  encampments,  over  the  hill  of  Silliearn,  called  to  this  day,  '  The 
Rowmens  Road.*  Aiichinhove,  which  lies  near  the  banks  of  Jfla,  hti 
been  another  field  of  battle ;  and  in  a  line  with  it.  towards  CuUen,  upon 
the  head  of  the  burn  of  Altmore,  fome  pieces  of  armour  were  (aid  to 
have  been  dug  up  feveral  yean  ago,  but  were  not  preferved ;  and  in  the 
iame  line,  towards  the  coaft,  upon  the  top. of  the  hill  of  Altmore,  there 
is  a  cairn,  called  The  King's  Cairn,  where  probably  the  Danifli  King  or 
General  was  Oain  in  the  purfuit.  There  are  no  other  antiquities  in  thb 
f  ariih  but  The  Abbot's  Ca^le,  already  mentioned ;  of  which  there  now 
remains  nothing  but  a  heap  Of  rubbiih ;  being  entirely  deftxoyed  for  the 
fake  of  the  Hones,  which  are  very  fcarce  in  this  corner,  for  bnildisghonfei. 
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gan,  about  the  y^ar  15359  to  feu  out  his  lands  in  Strjla,  f 
the  tenants  that  then  poflefled  them,  for  fuch  fums  of  mo- 
ney as  he  could  obtain,  and  the  payment  of  a  fmaU  yearly 
feu-duty,  refervlng  to  himfelf,  however,  the  tithe  of  com 
paid  at  the  milk.  His  fucceflbr,  who  was  the  lall  eccle- 
fiaftical  abbot,  competed  what  hb  predeceflbr  had  be- 
gun, rcferving  only  the  feu-duty ;  which,  upon  the  diflb- 
riitlon  of  the  abbacy,  came  into  the  pofleffion  of  £dwar4 
Bruce,  created  commendator,  or  lay  abbot  of  Kinlois,  and 
pafled  from  him  to  the  family  of  Lethen  in  Moray,  who 
at  prefent  draw  about  L.  42  of  feu-duty  from  this  pari(h. 
Grange,  being  thus  feued  out  among  a  great  number  of 
fmall  proprietors  at  the  Reformation,  contipued  in  that 
fituation,  except  fome  few  changes,  till  towards  the  end  of 
the  laft  century,  when  Alexander  Duff  of  Braco  got  pof- 
fellion  of  the  greateft  part  of  thefe  fmall  feus.  The  Da- 
voch  of  Grange,  with  the  heritable  jurifdiftion  belonging 
to  it,  was  the  laft  property  which  the  abbots  had  in 
Stryla  •,  which,  after  being  poflefled  fuccefiively  by  Aber 
nethy  Lord  Salton,  Lord  Ochiltree,  and  Macpherfon  of 
Cluny,  belonged  to  the  family  of  Gordon  for  more  than  a 
century,  till  the  prefent  Duke  excambed  it  with  the  Earl 
•  of  fife,  for  fome  lands  in  Moray,  in  the  year  1779.  At 
prefent,  the  Earl  of  Fife,  the  reprefentativc  of  Alexander 
Dufi*  of  Braco,  poflcffes  four  fifths  of  the  parifli  -,  Captain 
Iqnes  of  Edingight,  whofc  anceilors  were  original  feuars 
from  the  abbots,  poflefles  one-flxth  -,  and  the  Earl  of 
Findlater  the  remaiuder.  Edingight  is  the  only  refiding 
heritor. 

P<j^»/a//o».-T-AccQrdirig  to  Dr  Webfter's  report,  the 
number  of  fouls  then  was  1797.  That  the  population  of 
this  pariOi  was  confiderably  greater  a  century  ago  than  it 
^  at  prefent,  and  has  gradually  decreafcd  during  all  that 
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period,  will  appear  probable,  from  the  table  beldw,   accnratelj 
cxtxtiAed  from  the  regifier  of  baptifms  and  marriages  *. 

No 


•In  the  Year 
Year       Mai. 


1684,  from  15th  March,  the  Baptifms  are  $1 ;  aod  in  the 


Fem. 


1711 
1712 

1714- 
?7^5 


i68j 
i6»6 

. 

1687 

torn* 

1688 

— 

1689 

— 

1690 

defa- 
ced. 

1691 

^ 

J  692 

- 

1693 

- 

1694 

fi 

:s?i 

•** 
a 

1697 

^i 

1698 

§■« 

1699 

•SJi. 

1700 

Q 

Av. 

1701 

»7 

1702 

21 

>703 

17 

1704 

24 

J  705 
1706 

16 

28 

1707 

30 

1708 

21 

J  709 

37 

1710 

29 

Av. 

24 

9 
18 

21 

22 

24 
22 
26 

21 

»7 

2It4 


TT 


31 

36 

^7 

28 

?6    - 


Bapt. 

Mar. 

Year 

Mai. 

Fern. 

80 

- 

1716 

28   1 

37 

— 

— 

1717 

28 

36 

— 

- 

1718 

26 

20 

46 

- 

1719 

37 

31 

54 

■" 

1720 

25 

21 

- 

— 

Av. 

30A 

29,V 

40 

— 

70 

- 

1721 

30 

26 

57 

- 

1722 

33 

17 

— 

- 

1723 

23 

18 

"• 

12 

1724 

29 

19 

" 

IS 

172J 
1726 

33 

25 

— 

'3 

25 

24 

— 

9 

1727 

22 

28 

- 

9 

1728 

23 

14 

— 

2 

1729 

29 

'9 

1730 

23 

22 

57* 

10 

Av. 

27 

21A 

26 

14 

39 

18 

i73» 

14 

20 

3! 

'9 

173a 

24 

20 

46 

15 

1733 

24 

14 

40 

21 

•734 

33 

17 

^c 

18 

1735 
1730 

22 

24 

56 

— 

22 

31 

^1 

- 

«737 

20 

18 

9 

1738 

28 

30 

46 

12 

1739 

26 

28 

1740 

•5 

«7 

45-nr 
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41 
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49 
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64 
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No  TCgiftcr'»f  deads  or  b«r»ls  .«ras  evar.fcep^.  Iwee  tJB,  «« 
1783,  an  td  of  Parlknietit  was  pafled,  impofing  a  datj  t^ 
•n  the  regiftration  of  bapdftns,  marriages,  and  burials ;  af- 
ter which,  a  regifter  of  burials  was  atteoipced  to  be  kept, 
but  die  tax  was  fo  odious  and  UBpopular,  (being  confidered 
by  the  majority  of  the  people  as  a  tax  upon  their  tnii^or- 
tunes),  that  it  could  not  be  collefted,  but  with  great  diffi- 
culty i  at  the  iame  time,  that  it  afforded  little  information 
comoeming  the  Aate  of  mortality  in  the  paxifli,  as  a  great 

part 
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part  of  tht  bttpiala  oomc&  &om  other  paritiet^  aad  vsaxxf 
]>erfoii8  djing  in  this  pariik  ase  buried  cUewhere;  fi>.thae 
from  the  mdA  afttmtive  obfinrvadmi,  for  4  years  that  the  ce- 
gifler  was  k^t,  it  appeared  that  the  bmials  did  not  corre^ 
fpond  at  all  with  the  deaths  v  for  thefe  reaibns  t!ie  regzftec* 
was  given  up*  The  regtfter  of  marriages  is  rather  a  regjficr 
of  the  €ontra&  and  poblicatioo  of  banasof  everj  indi  vidua] 
in  the  pariih  that  is  oontrafied^  whether  the  j  marry  or  fet^ 
tie  in  the  parifli  or  noc ;  but  thoCs  females  that  are  eoatrsyft* 
«d  to  men  in.  otlier  pariihes,  though  their  cootra£l  be  re« 
corded  here,  do  oot  add  to  the  mimber  of  mar  tied  couples 
in  the  pariifa,  for  thcj  generally  remoTe  from  it  altogiethen 
This  will  account^  infome  meafure^  for  the  great  di%rjopoc« 
tion  that  fometimes  appears  between  thef  marriages  iai 
baptifms  in  the  table  ;  and  it  is  like  wife  to  be  obferved^ 
tfiat  the  difienters  regifter  all  their  contra^,  but  few  ot 
aone  their  baptifms.  The  baptifm-regiAer  appears  tiy 
have  been  accurately  kept,  except  daring  the  period-fnim 
1771  to  1 780,  during  which  the  church  was  vacant  i\  years,, 
and  the  people  were  frequently  obliged  ta  go  to  neighbour- 
iog  clergymen  to  get  their  children  baptized ;  and  not  ha- 
ving an  immediate  opportunity  of  recording  their  children* 
names,  many  of  them  did  entirely  negled  it.  I^  thesefore^ 
the  fegiftef  had  been  regularly  kept  daring  that  period,. 
&e  average  number  of  baptifms^  would  probably^iave  been 
about  j6,  inftead  of  ^8^% ;  certainly  it  would  have  been 
greater  than  it  b.  At  any  rate,  the  writer  of  thisisiufer 
that  the  names  of  all  the  chijdven  of  the  members*  of  the 
EAabliihment  are  regularly  recorded  from-  the  year  1780 ;. 
and  though  the  Seceder^,  and  other  diflenters,  do  not  regi* 
fier  the  names  of  their  children,  there  b  t^trf  reafbnr  to  bew 
Keve,  that  their  numbers  are  not  (b  great  now,  arthot  of 
Ae  Papiib  and  Epifeopals  were  at  the  beginning  of  thb 
eeittttry,  when  |be  firft  Prefb/terian  miniilcr  was  fettfed 

here; 
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here;  lb  that  tbe  regular  decreaXe  of  the  average  nnAber  of 
baptifnis  in  eveiy  lo  jears,  from  the.  begiiming  of  this  cen-* 
turjy  (the  firft  lo  jears  only  excepted,  which,  it  is  to  be 
obCerTed,  immediatcl j  fucceeded  the  7  years  of  &nune, 
during  KL  William  III/s  reign),  affords  a  firong  prefump- 
tion,  if  not  a  pofiti  ve  proof,  of  a  decreafing  population.  That 
the  population  has  decreafcd  very  confiderably  fince  the 
year  1780,  is  perfefily  confiftent  with  the  incumbent's  know- 
ledge ;  for  that  year,  the  number  of  fouls  was  1980 ;  in  the 
year  1782^  it  was  1875  ;  in  1784,  only  1760 ;  in  1789,  di« 
miniihed  to  1598 ;  and  in  this  year  179X9  when  an  accu- 
rate lift  of  them  was  taken  up,  for  the  purpofe  of  this  ftate- 
ment,  the  number  of  fouls  is  1572,  of  which  697  are  maks^ 
and  4  75  females ;  of  whom 

333  arc  below  lo  years, 
312  between  xo  and  20, 
j6j  __  20  and  50, 
*49  ■    50  and  70, 

88 70  and  80, 

27 80  and  90. 


2  confift  oC  12,    - 
I 13,     - 


^4 
13 


There  are  403  fam.  of  which 

62  confift  of  X  perfon,  62 

71 2,        .  142 

70 3,           -  2XO 

53 4f        -  aia 

52 J,        -  260 

36  — —  —  6,        -  9x6 

34 7f        -  •  a3& 

xo 8,        -  80 

7 9»        •  63 

3 io>      -  30 

2  — —  —  11^      -  %x 


403  fiunilics*        Souk  1572 

Houfeholders. 
Married  pairs,        -        216 
Do.  men,  whofe  wives 
do  not   fefide  with 
them,  •  -         2 

Do.  women,  whofe  huf- 
bands  do  not  refide 
with  them,  -  6 

Single  women,  51 

Widows,         -        -         70 
Widowers,  -  29 

Bachelors,  -  29 

403 
Not 
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Not  houfehold^rs. 

Cooper, 

t 

Martied  pairs,           -            a 

Chelfea  penfioners. 

a 

Do.  women,  whofc  huf- 

'  bands  do  not  refide 

Clergyman  of  the  Efta- 

'. 

with  them,           -            5 

blifliment. 

i 

Widows,         -         -         18 

Do.  of  the  Seccffion, 

X 

Widowers,         -         *"  '  .  7 

Schoolmaftcr,           - 

t 

-Male-fervanjts,         -        i|,2 

Students  at  college, 
PiiTenters  fyopi  tjie  JE- 

i 

Femsil^-fervaass,               ^^ 

Weavers,         -         -  26 

Shop  and  brogue-makers,  ji 

Tailors,.  ..•.  •         •  -  11 

Bkokfmhle,        '  •>  la 

Square  4nd  cart-wrights,  to 

Merchants,;          -  .8 

Mrfops,    .'  .       ,-  .3 

Millers,         •        •  a 

Gardeners,         -        -  a 

Baiket- maker,          -  X 

B^tcbc^r.         -  .      •  J[ 

WheeLwri^t,          -  x 

Heckler,         .          .  z 


ftabliihmcnt,       *        163 

Papifts,  5  of  whom  are 
below  jtp  years,  4a 

Epifcopals,   7  pf  whom 

are  below  10  jears,      31 
*Seceders,  15  of  whom 
arc  belp^  10  years,      jp 

0/  the  above,  thorebave 
come  into  the  parifli 
fince  laft  year,  of  Pa- 
piils,  3  of  whom  are 
below  10,  •  xo 

Epifcopah,  4  of  whom 
are  below  10,         -'     16 


Tber^  are  5  houfes  that  fell  ale  or  fpirits ;  there  is  ooe  vil- 
lage, a  mill-town,  called  Nether-milk  of  Stryla,  which  con- 
tains ^a  fouls*. 

4B  jlgricubure^ 

.•  The  caufes  of  the  depepolation,  tiiat  have  come  to  the  knowledgv 
of  the  prefent  incumbent,  are  chiefly  the  following :  \ft^  ,1'he  uniung  f/^ 
ireral  pofleflioDS  into  one  farm;  which  has  affe<5led  the  population  for  a 
long  time  paft.  ViThat  wai  formerly  two  or  more  freeholds,  each  of 
which  not  only  maintained  the  frugal  and  induflriout  prcprietors,  with 
their  families,  but  klfo  feveral  cottagen,  who  had  likewife  numerous  famt* 
Jiicf,  are  now  fre^uentljr.anited  iato  one  farm»  on  which  there  arc  few  or 
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Apricukurey  &c. — ^Agriculture  is  in  a  worfc  ftatc  at  prB> 
fent  in  thb  parifli  than  it  was  10  jears  ago.  Before  the^ 
year  1782,  ttie  improvements  in  fitrming,  introduced  by 

the 


ao  fbbtamnts.  The  Ume-tride,  wbich,  for  oeotmiey  bode,  has  been  the 
pritictpal  employment  of  all  the  inhabitants,  was  incompatible  with  large 
Ikrms.  The  largeft  farm  formerly  did  not  exceed  1$  or  so  bolls  fowing  ; 
and  crery  fartn'  was  (kirbrd  with^  a  niimber  of  fabtenams,  wh»  were 
bonsd  to  afliil  thrjr  mtften,.  in  fpring  and  harreft,  with  their  feivices, 
whidi  was  generally  the  greater  part  of  the  rent  they  paid  for  their  pof- 
leffions ;  and  they  were  allov^ed  to  keep  as  many  cattle  and  Oieep  npoii- 
the  common  paltore  as  they  pleafed;  aftd  aurh  diltrid  of  the  pariihiiad 
a  larg ^  traidir  of  paHbre  in  common  Whenever  the  (ced  time  was  drer,* 
ali  hands  were  employed  till  hafveft,  afglieven  after  hanreft,i|4«i.«^.  ift 
proTidio|r  finlt  and  in  bumini^  g^  driving.  Iji^q ;  and  b^forcijliqi^  was* 
brought  by  fea  from  England,  and  the  fnth  of  Forth,  Stryla  fuppiied  air 
ilioft  all  Abefdeenfhir^;  Baxlifthire,  and  Moray,  with  lime;  for'whlc^ 
they  reccivnd,  as  long  ago  as  can  be  i^mctnbered  by  theoldeft  people^  nearly 
the  iame  pvice  m  tfiey  do  now.  They  kftd  alfo  a  kind  of  ihort  flaz«  whi«b» 
is  BOW  entirely  baniflied  out  of  tiie  country,  but  of  which  they  formerly^ 
nifed  great  quantities ;  the  drying,  breaking,  fcutching,  beating,  heckling,. 
^nning,  weaving,  and  bleaching  of  ^hich,  not  only  aiFordcd  employ- 
oifent  to  men  and  women,  aft  certain  timfes  of  the  year,  when  they  eool^ 
not  wofk  St  the  lime-trade ;  but'  brought  in  a.  gfcat  dtsi  of  money  iw^ 
thoie  days,  and  Keith  market  was  formerly  reforted  to  from  alL  paxts  a£ 
Scotland  for  pu'ichafing  linen-cloth.  This,  together  with  the  \a4t  rents 
which  they  paid,  the  cheapnefs  of  visual,  for  which  diere  was  no  market 
Imtf  amon^  thiemfelves,  and  the  numbers  of  black  cattle  and  iheep  i^lU^h 
the  then  extenfive  palturas  enabled  them  to  k«tp>'  (maay  of  ti^icfa  -they^ 
lattcned  and  killed  for  their  own  ufe,  becaufe  there  was  no  demand  for* 
them  at  that  time  from  die  ibuth  country  or  from  England),  enabled 
them  to  live  comfortably,  and  bring  up  numerous  fiimilirs ;  and  youn^ 
people  were  net  deterred  from  entering  early  in  life  into  the  married 
ftatefrom  fears  of  want.  A  Tery  fmtliftoerk  was  fuflScient  to  begin  the 
worldt  and' that  ftock  was  eafily  acquired.  Bdt  when  (hipping  and  trade 
became  more  common  upon  the  cbait,  and  the  expoitation  of  com  com- 
menced at  Portfojy,  then  the  fanners  thought  they  could  inake  more  pro- 
fit  by  the  fide  of  com,  than  by  the  lime-trade,  or  by  fubteiiants ;  they 
ditrefore  enlarged  dieir  £mns,  by  removing  their  fu^tenants.  lie  he. 
riton  aUb  extended  Ae  coni-latid»  by  dividing  the  commons^^  and  letting 
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Willis  late  patriotic  Lord  Findlat^i?  into  his  adjoining  efiates 
upon,  the  coail  fide,  had  crept  gradually  into  this  pariih* 

Carts 

ofT  portions  of  them  to  the  poor  peeople  to  cultivate.  Thefe  were  bad 
■fubje^  for  bearing  corn,  being  natn  rally  ef  a  poor,  wet,  four,  fkony,  ot 
mofly  ibil ;  and  wfato  once  the  fward  of  diem  was  broke*  they  iboti  colbfl 
to  be  good  -either  ibr  grafe  or  com,  and  improvers  were  unable  to  core 
.  the  natural  barennefi  of  the  foi^  with  plenty  of  ^ch  manure.  The  lo& 
of  the  patbire  was  an  irreparable  lofs  to  the  fanners,  the  immeafe  num- 
l>en  of  flieep  and  black  cattle,  which  were  fonnetly  kept  upon 'die  hilb 
'^  which  there  was  eafy  accflEi,  on  die  paftnres,  and  on  die  green  mdfles» 
now  almoIL  wholly  caft  up  for  turff,  or  .ploughed  and  burnt  ibr  coin* 
.produced  a  great  deal  of  manure,  which  raifed  plenty  both  of  gials  and 
com ;  bat  the  pafture  being  curbed  and  deftroyed  by  the  new  improvo- 
ments,  the  cattle  and  (heep  dwindled  away,  and  the  fields  of  coniequence 
did  not  produce  as* formerly.  The  farms  were  neceflarily  enlarged;  this 
'Increafed  the  number  of  candidates  for  faran,  and  confeqnendy  Taifed  the 
rents,  byfoggefHng  the  plan  to  heritors,  which  they  h«ve  too-ftradily  ad- 
hered to,  of  fetong  up  forms  to  nM^i.  The  high  pnces  given  for  cattle 
within  thefe  30  years,  alfo  tended  greatly  to  advance  the  rents,  and  to  di- 
miniih  die  number  of  fubtemmts,  whofe  pofieffions  were  now  become  ne> 
<;eflary  for  pafture.  The  new  improvements  foon  became  unfit,  for  die 
•reafons  already  affigned,  to  maintain  the  ■improven  and  their  families, 
even  with  all  the  advantages  of  mofs  and  lime ;  this  occaiioned  the  un- 
iting feveral  improvements  into  one  pofleffion.  All  thefe  changes,  tended 
to  leflen  die  population.  2i,  The  decay  of  die  Kme^trade.  Many  pla- 
4res  diat  were  formerly  fopplied  with  lime  from  Stryla,  can  now  be  fup- 
plied  with  Engliih  fliells,  cheaper  than  it  can  be  manufadhired  here  with 
.peat,  (always  a  precarious  fiiel,  and  obtained  at  much  vzpenft  of  dme 
and  labour),  and  carried  to  a  great  diftance,  not  lefs  than  8  or  lO  com- 
puted miles;  whereas  formerly  people  came  firom  a  great  cBftance,  and 
bought  it  at  the  kilns  and  carried  it  themfelves.  5^,  Emigrations,  prin- 
cipally to  die  fottth  country,  occafioned  liaitly  by  the  rife  of  wages,  and 
the  demand  for  hands,  for  the  purpofes  both  of  agriculture  and  manufac- 
tures there ;  but  chiefly  by  the  impolitic  |feverity  of  the  landholders,  rf> 
terward  to  be  taken  notioe  of.  4<*,  and  laftiy,  A  great  mortality  haspre- 
vailed  in  this  pariih  for  feveral  years  paft.  The  pariflk  was  always  e- 
ileemed  healthy,  till  within  the  lail  io  years,  notwidiftanding  the  motfture 
4)f  the  climate ;  but  the  moiflure  cannot  iUgnate,  as  it  is  expofed  to  tery 
luffh  winds  &om  almoft  every  quarter.    As  •  proof  of  its  bealdiiiid^ 
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Carts  far  carrjlng  dung,  Kine,  and  grain,  were  nniyerlallj 
adopted  in  place  of  creels,  ttirrocks  and  facks  on  horfes 
Sacks.  The  levelling  and  ftraighdng  of  ridges,  and  colti- 
Tating  of  green  crops,  fuch  as  tnmip,  potato,  and  fown 
grafr  in  (inall  quantities,  were  becoming  pretty  common  a- 
jnoog  the  mod  confiderabk  farmers,  and  were  raptdlj  gam- 
ing gnmnd,  when  the  fcarcity  m  ^783  pm  k  ftop  to  all  im- 
provement by  green  crops,  and  made  the  farmers  think  of 
nothing  but  raifing  grain  ;  and  the  more  fo,  as  in  thefe  wet 
and  late  feafons,  the  beft  cultivated  lands  often  prodaced 
the  wortl  crops,  becaufe  they  tcontioued  to  grow  till  the 

firofts 

there  were  abont  too  of  the  inhabitants  alive,  upwards  of  70  yean 
of  age«  in  the  year  1780.  Before  that  ttoe  confamptioas  were  not  near 
fo  frequent  a«  they  hare  been  fiace.  This  may  be  jnftW  attnboted,  in  a 
peat  meafare,  to  the  effe^s  of  the  feanrity,  and  bad  Tidnal.  in  the  year 
1783 ;  to  the  long  and  inclement  harrefts  in  1781  and  1  787 ;  in  both  which 
feafons,  the  lahoorers  were  expoied  to  moch  cold  and  wet.  dnring  thrre 
months  that  each  of  tbeie  hanrefts  continued;  but  prmcipally  to  the 
change  that  has  of  late  yean  taken  place,  in  the  manner  of  living  among 
the  lower  ranks.  Formerly  every  houfeholdcr  could  conmimd  a  draught 
of  fmall  beer,  and  killed  a  Ibeep  now  and  then  out  of  his  own  little 
flock ;  but  now  the  cafe  is  very  diflfe'ent ;  few  of  the  poorer  fort  of  houfe- 
hottlders  can  keep  any  (heep.  for  the  reafons  already  aOigned,  or  even 
afford  a  little  beer,  or  a  bit  of  meat,  upon  the  Chriftmas  holidays.  A- 
mong  the  poor,  the  want  of  nourifliing  diet,  nay.  the  frequent  want  even 
of  the  very  neceflaries  of  life,  which  their  mduftry  is  often  not  fufficicnt 
to  procure  for  them,  to  which  may  be  added,  their  wretched  dainp  un 
comfortable  houfes,  to  which  they  enter  through  the  dunghill,  the  putrid 
effluvia  of  which  they  breath  contiaually  ;  and  amon;  the  middlihg 
ranks,  dqedion  of  mind,  confirqoent  upon  a  change  of  circumftaoces 
from  affluence  and  independence  to  ftrugling  with  debt  and  want,  ap. 
pear  to  be  the  principal  caufes  of  the  prevailing  diftempers,  and  mortality 
in  thi&  parilh.  Young  people  are  io  geoerakcut  off  by  confuuptions, 
and  thofe  more  advanced  in  life  by  low  nervous  fevers  and  dropfus. 
There  are  no  difofders  that  ficem  to  belong  peculiarly  to  the  climate,  un- 
\tH  that  old  people  are  generally  diftreffed  with  rbeunutifms.  Of  latew 
.neithertlte  fmall-fioz  nor  any  inflammatory  diforder  has  been  very  preva^ 
lent  or  mortal.    The  complaints  are  principally  nervous 


Iroffs  canjc  upofi.  (hem  before  they  wttfc  prbpcriy  filled. 
The  tenants  in  this  parifh  were  in  general  at  that  period 
in  very  good  circumftances,  the  greater  part  of  them  ha- 
lving from  L.  50  to  L.  150  or  upwards  out  at  intereft,  bc- 
fides  the  flocking  of  their  farms ;  but  the  whole  rfent  of  the 
][)ari(h  was  more  than  doubled  a  few  years  before ;  and  in 
i  783,  not  only  between  L.  3006  and  L.  4000  Sterling,  fup- ' 
j^ofed  to  be  brought  into  the  parifli,  one  year  with  another, 
for  grain  and  lime,  was  wanting,  but  nearly  as  much  was 
given  out  for  visual  and  feed.  This,  together  with  a  fuc- 
cefCon  of  bad  feafons  and  crops,  and  the  advance  of  fer- 
vants  wages,  greatly  reduced  the  tenants,  and  brought  ma- 
ny of  them  in  arrears,  upon  whieh  they  were  fiimmobed 
out  of  their  poAeffions.  This  broke  iheir  fpirit  for  indd- 
ftry  and  exertion,  as  they  then  laboured  only  for,  and  held 
their  all  -at  the  'difcretion  of  the  landholders,  who  froih 
time  to  time  feized  and  confifcated  Iheir  whole  tVeSts  hr 
payment  of  their  arrears,  and  left  the  poor  families  no  re- 
fource,  but  to  go  to  fervicc,  to  begging,  or  to  emigrate  to 
the  fouth  country,  or  elfewhere,  in  qneft  of  etopldy tneitt ; 
and  even  fome  of  thofe  tenants  that  were  able  to  t^eathtr 
the  ftorm,  are  only  now  receiving  new  leafes  for  8  or  9 
years,  including  two  or  three  6f  their  former  leafes  not  ex- 
pired. But  in  general  new  leafes  are  never  grarited  tfll 
the  former  be  entirely  expired,  which  always  expofes  the 
farm  to  be  overcropped,  as  nothing  but  its  being  quite 
worn  out  will  give  the  poffeiffing  tenant  a  chance  to  renew 
upon  reafonable  terms,  and  that  only  for  19  years  at 
fartheft,  without  any  encouragement  to  inclofe,  or  build 
good  houfes ;  and  no  refpeft  is  paid  to  the  beft  cultivator, 
nor  even  to  the  tenants  in  beft  circumftances ;  he  that 
will  promife  moft  rent  is  always  .preferred.  Confidering 
Ihefe  circumftances,  and  the  heavy  oppreftive 'multures  and 
«iill-fervices  to  which  they  are  fubjcflil,  amounting  to 

between 
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)>eti^eQ.an  cigbtb  and  ninth^pait  of  the  whole  crop,  it  13 
a  wonder  that  the  ftatc  of  agricuiture  is  even  fo  good  as 
it  is,— The  furface  of  the  parifli  may  be  cftimated  to  con- 
tain about  16,000  acres  J  little  more  than  4000  of  which 
are  under  tillage ;  and  only  2567  arc  in  crop  thb  year ; 
,1873  in  oats  ;  538  in  barley  ;  76  in  peafc  ;  60  in  turnip 
and  potato  \  about  20  in  flax ;  and  between  80  and  90  ia 
fown  graft.  There  are  167  ploughs  yoked  ;  of  which  4a 
confift  of  8  or  10  oxen  each.  There  are  only  3  or  4  two-horfe 
ploughs,  that  go  without  a  driver,  and  i  two-oxen  ploughs. 
This  is  a  great  (aving;  and  it  is  aftonifliing,  that  2  horfes,  or 
2  oxen  m  a  plough,  are  not  more  generally  adopted,  confider- 
ing  the  great  fcarcity  aodhigh  wages  of  fervants.  The  reft  of 
the  ploughs  confiil  of  4  or  more  horfes  each,  or  cattle  and 
hordes  yoked  together^  as  thofe  who  have  Imall  pofleflions 
can  afford.  Almoft  all  the  farmers,  who  yoke  oxen 
ploughs,  yoke  one  or  more  borfe  ploughs.  The  plough 
almoft  univerlally  u&d  as  the  plough  with  curved  mould- 
board.  There  are  upwards  of  400  carts  of  one  kind  or 
^  other ;  of  thefe  only  12  are  two4iorfe  draughts,  and  6  are 
iDzen  wains. 

There  are  in  thb  parifli  388  oxen,  521  cows,  944  young 
.cattle,  452  horfes,  and  2582  iheep,  moftly  of  the  black 
Caced  kind,  which,  by  a  moft  unaccountable  prediledion  for 
fize,  (the  only  property  of  this  breed,)  has  very  generally 
baniflied  from  the  North  of  Scotland,  the  {mall  white  faced 
native  breed,  which  produced  a  very  fine  wool,  and  fine 
flavoured  mutton.  Some  farmers  are  improving  their 
breed,  by  crofling  with  Englifli  rams.  The  black  cattle 
are  all  of  the  Scotch  breed,  and  generally  of  a  imall  fize, 
being  worked  too  young,  which  ftints  their  growth,  ^d 
they  are  frequently  fold  off  to  the  dealers  before  they  arrive 
at  their  full  fize.  The  average  price  of  oxen  may  be  ftated 
3  «^ 
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at  L.  5,  5  3.  Sterling ;  of  cows,  'about  L.  4  Sterling ;  of* 
young  cattle,  about  L.  2  Sterling  each.  The  prices  of  hor- ' 
fes  are  from  L.  3  to  L.  30,  but  the  average  price  of  the 
ordinarj  fize  of  work  horfes  maj  be  about  L.  8  Ste^lii^g^ 
and  the  anrerage  prices  of  flieep  about  68.  Sterling  each. 
There  are  40  farmers  in  the  parifh,  that  pay  from  L.  1 5  to 
L.50  rent;  and  one  farmer  pays  L.  250  a-year.  The  pa- 
riih  produces  much  m<u*e  grain  than  is  neceiTary  to  main- 
tsun  the  inhabitants,  unlefs  in  "^tjy  bad  feafons.  The  land 
yields  rery  differently  ki  different  places,  but,  at  an  ave- 
rage, it  may  be  eftimated  to  yield  about  five  returns,  inclu- 
ding feed.  ,  The  rent  is  as  various  as  tlie  foil ;  being  from 
2$.  6 d.. to  L.  I,  I  s.  Sterling  the  acre ;  at  an  av-erage,  it 
lets  at  about  10  s.  Sterling  the  acre  grois  rent.  The  whole 
rent  of  the  parifli,  including  mill-multures,  may  be  about 
L.  2000  Sterling  a-year  *.  There  are  none  of  the  farms 
in  the  parifli  incloied,  except  the  farm  of  Knock,  poiTeffed 
by  Lord  Fife's  fador,  which  is  inelofed  with  ftones,  with 
which  that  comer  of  the  parifh  is  well  fupplied;  and 
the  Mains  of  Edingight,  which  is  inelofed.  with  ftone 
^ce  and  ditch.  Hedges  and  ditches  are,  indeed,  the  only 
praAicable  mode  of  inclofing  tat  gieater  part  of  the  parifh^ 
.  as  there  are  few  or  no  ftones  to  be  had,  except  limeftone 
quarried  at  a  confiderable  ezpenfe,  and  which  can  hardly 
be  obtained  of  any  fize  fit  for  building.  But  hedges  and 
ditches  are  much  more  proper  for  inclofing  the  greater  part 
of  this  pari(b  than  ftone  fences ;  as  the  ditches  would  tend 
to  drain  the  wet  foil,  and  hedges  to  (belter  a  bleak  and 

open 

*  Pctfe  aod  oat>  are  gjenenlly  /own  in  March  and  April,  and  barley 
rometimei  in  the  end  of  April,  and  till  the  end  of  May,  and  beginning 
•f  June.  Tnmipt  are  fbnrn  from  the  middle  of  Jnne  to  the  middle  of 
Jnly.  Hay  it  cat  in  the  month  of  July.  Hanreft  |;enerally  begins  about 
the  middle  of  September,  though  in  early  ieafoni  it  u^ed  Ibmetimet  to  be 
finilhed  by  that  time ;  but  it  fs  more  frequently  ended  in  November  \  uA 
VL  I7<a  and  i7S7t  it  was  not  all  got  ia  till  the  end  of  Deceaibcr. . 
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open  conntrj ;  bnt  the  heritor^  give  no  encpunigemeat  ^or 

indofing  Qf  an  j  kind  *. 

ManufaBures. 

■  P  Wa^res  of  ill  kinds  bare  advanced  greatly  within  the  hft  40  yatt. 
Here  fi>llo«s  a.coinpacmtiMe  ftatemeot  of  the  wages  then  an4  00  at. 
The  heft  ploagbnans  irises  in  die 
yeari/s^were  rearly,  L.    x  ij    4ini79i..L  6.Q    o 

The  fecond  bcil  dino.  in  i  750  168  '509 

A  man  in  faaireft.  In  do.         o  la    o  i   to    o 

A  woman  iervant,.  .io  do.         o  16    A  2    i    o 

Ditto  in  harvcft,    ,  in  do.  o    -#    o  |    a    p  * 

A  common  bbourer  for  ordi- 
narj  work,  the  day.  iodu  003  o    o     C 

Ditto,  cafting  peat,  cntttng 

hjy,  or  in  harreft,  in  do.  o    o    5  o     ^  10 

Women  ''when  employed  in 

the  oiofs,  or  in  harveft,     in  do.  003  p    ^    j^ 

Ditto,  at  hay  making,  or  lint 

pulling,  in  do.  c    o     3  o    o    4 

A  mafon*!  waget»  in  do.  o    o    6  001^ 

A  Wright**  wages,      ^         iodu*  004  P    o    % 

A  uiior'f  wages  •  in  do.  001.  .006 

With  the  above  wages  they  receive  their  visuals  from  their  employers. 
Here  follows  alfo,  a  comparative  ftatement  of  the  prices  of  proviitwns 
fi>r  the  fame  yean. 

A  boll  of  barley  in  1750,  ibid  %t  L.   o  10    o  in  1791,   L.  j>  ztf    or 

A  boll  of  oats^  0    6    Q  o  lo    6 

A  boll  of  oatrmeal,  at  ^  done, 

(I57».lb.  aver.)  084  o  15    o 

I  lb.  of  hotter,    (24  oz.  aver.)         o    o    4     from     5  d.    to    9  d. 

I  lb  of  checfe,  ditto,   Ibimeriy  Ibid  by  the  piece   from    2^  d.  to    4  d» 

Agoofc, 

A  dock, 

A  hen, 

A  chicken  for  the  brander, 

A  dozen  of  eggs. 

Beef  the  pound,  ^jk  ^  ^ 

Mutton,  fl:S* 

.  Pork.  bISl 

A  pair  of  brogues  to  t  man, 

A  pair  ditto,  to  a  .woman. 


0 

I 

6 

fnva 

ts.  to  2i.6d. 

0 

0 

-3 

fl9f& 

Sd.    ^   .7d. 

0 

0 

from 

5  d.    to     7  d. 

0 

0 

from 

2i.     to    3d. 

0 

0 

,2d. 

0 

0 

from 

5|.d.  to    4d. 

0 

0 

from 

li    to    3d, 

0 

0 

from 

ad.    to    3d. 

0 

0 

10 

3«-    4d- 

0 

0 

^    .aa.    ed. 
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Manu/aBures.-^^Dxt  onlj  mftnufafiares  in  the  paiifli  artt 
lime,  and  linen  jam.     There  are  ineshanftible  qaanies  of 
die  ver J  fineft  limeftone  in  almoft  every  part  of  the  pariih, 
and  nature  had  amply  provided  the  means  of  manufada* 
ring  it,  in  the  extenfive  mofies,  with  which  a  great  part  of 
the  pariih  was  formerly  covered,  and  which  are  not  by 
any  means  exhaufted  by  the  confiunption  of  maliy  centu^ 
ries ;  though  they  are  become  more  diftant  and  inaccei&blo 
than  they  were,  and  will  now  wear  oat  much  fader,  as  the 
furface  of  them  is  generally  du^  up  for  turf,  which  puts  an 
end  to  their  growing-     The  quantity  of  lime  burnt  in  thi^ 
pariih,  about  40  years  ago,  was  eftimated  at  60,00c  bolls^ 
of  64  Scotch  pints  to  the  boU,  which  was  fold,  at  an  ave- 
rage, at  6  d.  the  boll.     The  quantity  at  prefent  manufadn* 
red,  may  be  eftimated,  at  between  20,coo  and  30,000  bolls, 
which  fells,  after  being  carried  from  6  to   10  computed 
miles,  at  an  average,  at  8  d.  the  boU.     The  heritors  lay  re- 
ftraints  upon  tt>e  malting  of  lime,  both  becaufe  it  exhauils 
the  mofles,  and  draws  off  the  attention  of  the  peo{)le  firon^ 
their  farms.     Indeed  they  feldom  lay  any  of  it  on  their 
own  pofleflions,  from  an  ill  founded  prejudice,  that  it  would 
npt  ];)e  ufeful,  b^t  hurtful,  to  ground  that  ftajids  on  }imer 
ftone,    though    frequent  experiments,    made  by  different 
farmers  in  the  pariih,  prove  that  it  is  capable,  when  judir 
cio^y  managed,  of  prqcjucing  remarkable  crops.     The 
ijpinni.ng  of  linen  yarn,  and  leaking  of  coarfe  linen  from 
Scotch  fla:c,  was  long  pra&ifed,  (as  already  obferved,)  be- 
fore the  manufaSurers  began  to  import  Dutch  flax,  and  gave 
it  oii&t  to  (pin,  which  they  have  done  for  many  years.  Since 
tl)at  time,  there  \»  but  a  imaU  proportion  of  the  Scotch 
flax  ipun  for  the  market ;  a3  the  quality  of  the  flax  ib  not 
fo  foft  and  line  as  the  Dutch  flax,  owing  perhaps  both  to 
the  nat\ire  of  the  foil,  and  to  the  management  of  the  flax* 
There  is,  however,  a  ^ood  deal  of  it  made  ii^to  co^r^  fr 
VVL.  IX-  4  C 
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oens,  both  for  home  confmnpcioD,  and  fikewile  for  fale^  anS 
fisme  of  k  H  fold  in  jam  ;  bat  the  mannfiidiirers  complain, 
that  the  fpinners  draw  it  bejond  the  grift,  that  they  maj 
have  the  more  out  of  their  flax,  which  hnrts  the  fale  ci 
the  jam  at  the  market.  But  the  fpinning  of  jam  from 
Datph  fla^  is  the  principal  emplojment  of  the  women^ 
and  is  computed  to  bring  in  about  L.  1500  Sterling  annual- 

R-Htds  ami  Hridges, — ^There  are  24  meafured  miles  of  roads 
within  this  paxiihy  made  and  repaired  bj  flatute-laboor. 

Miles. 
The  road  from  Banff*  to  Keith,  .  .  *p 

The  road  from  Cullen  and  Portfoj  to  Keith,  -  4 

The  road  from  Aberdeen,  Huntlj  and  Rothemaj, 

throngb  Grange,  bj  Ncwmill,  to  Fochabers,  &c.     -     4 
Tlie  private  road  fron^  Rothemaj  to  Edingight,  bj 

Knock,         -  -  -  -  .3 

The  private  road  from  Bmco-houfe  to  Knock,         -  4 

The  private  road  from  Berrjhillock  to  the  hoofe  of 

Ldingight,  -  -  -  •  <         2 

On  the  road  from  Aberdeen,  Huntlj  and  Rothemaj, 
through  Grange,  there  arc  4  good  bridges  over  the  4 
ftreams  that  intcrfeft  the  parifti ;  two  of  thefc  bridges  were 
built  laft  jear,  out  of  the  vacant  flipends  of  the  neighbour- 
ing pariih  of  Rothemaj,  and  are  of  great  importance  to 
the  whole  countrj,  as  thej  are  upon  a  well  frequented 
road,  and  acrofs  two  verj  rapid  and  dangerous  ftreams. 
There  is  alfo  a  bridge  over  Ifla,  near  the  church,  which 
**  was  built  in  1699,  bj  Alexander  Chriffie,  tenant  in 
**  Cantley,  for  the  glorj  of  God,  and  the  good  of  the 
**  people  ol"  Grange,"  as  the  infcription  bore,  being  built 
to  render  the  church  acceflible  to  the  people  of  Cantlej, 
\Ybich  is  the  farm  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  Ifla.    xoo  merk? 

Scots 
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Scot3  were  lodged  m  the  hands  af  Edingight,  by  the  faid 
Alexander  Chriflie,  to  be  laid  out  by  the  dirctftion  of  the 
kirkfeffion,  for  repairing  and  upholding  f?iid  bridge  ;  which 
appears  from  the  records  to  have  been  all  expended  before 
the  year  1740.  As  the  bridge  was  too  narrow  to  allow 
carts  to  pafs,  being  intended  originally  for  foat-paflen^era 
only,  and  as  it  was  then  the  only  bridge  upon  Ifla  below  • 
Keith/  Sir  William  Forbes,  the  patron  of  the  parifli,  gave 
a  year  and  half's  vacant  ftipend  for  repairing  and  ^larging 
it,  which  was  done  in  the  year  1783,  in  a  very  fuperficial 
manner,  fo  that  the  new  part  of  it  threatens  foon  to  go  to 
ruin :  And  indeed  the  bridge  is  not  even  fo  publicly  ufefiil 
as  could  be  wiihed,  as  it  is  not  on  any  of  the  public  roads. 
The  old  bridge,  which  was  fit  for  anfwering  every  necef- 
fary  purpofe  in  the  place  where  it  was,  could  have  been 
repaired  at  a  very  fmall  expenfe,  fo  as  to  have  ftood  for 
many  years,  by  a  parifli  contribution :  it  is  to  be  regretted, 
therefore,  that  the  vacant  flipend  was  not  made  part  of  a 
fund  for  the  purpofe  of  building  a  new  bridge  over  Ifla,  in 
that  part  of  the  parifli  where  the  roads  from  Banff,  Culien, 
Portfoy,  Keith,  &c.  all  meet,  and  crofs  Ifla  at  the  fame 
place.  The  roads  are  in  wretched  repair,  the  flatute -labour 
being  employed  upon  them  principally  in  autumn,  when 
the  day  is  fliort,  and  the  earth  foaked  with  the  autumnal 
rains.  The  difficult  paiTes  are  rendered  ftill  worfe,  by  1  a- 
ving  the  loofe  wet  clay  thrown  into  them  ;  for  propci  ma- 
terials are  never  fought  for,  nor  brought  from  a  diltance 
when  they  are  not  at  hand,  but  the  mire  from  the  ditches 
is  thrown  into  the  middle  of  the  road,  fo  that  a  piece  of 
new  made  or  mended  road  is  generally  impaflable.  Add  to 
this,  that  the  ftatute-labour  (which  is  a  moft  unequal  and 
oppreflive  tax  upon  the  poor,  in  the  way  in  which  it  is  at 
prefent  levied)  is  performed  with  the  greateft  reludance* 
A  poor  labotirery  who  has  neither  horfe  nor  cart|  and  per- 
haps 
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haps  little  or  no  crop,  and  whofc  labour  cannot  m^ntam  »• 
numerous  family  of  jonng  children,  who  therefore  muft 
be  fupplied  from  tbt  poors  funds,  b  obliged  to  wcwk  on  Ac 
roads  fix  days  in  the  year,  while  a  farmer  who  pays  L.  40 
or  L.  50  rent,  works  4  carts,  and  needs  only  one  fervant 
and  himfelf,  except  boys  for  herding,  is  liable  only  fer 
twice  as  much  as  the  poor  labourer  i  and  fervants  are  en- 
tirely exempted  from  this  heavy  tax,  though  they  are  mudi 
better  able  to  bear  it  than  many  houfebolden  *. 

Churchy  Stipend^  Scboal,  Poor.— This  pariOi,  in  times  of 
Popery,  belonged  to  the  parifli  of  Keith,  and  was  ercfled 
into  a  fcparate  parifli  in  the  year  1618,  (Preftytery  re- 
cords). The  prcfent  church  was  originally  a  chapel  of 
cafe,  built  by  the  abbot,  and  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Ma- 
ry ',  it  is  now  in  a  ruinous  condition,  and  never  was  fit 
to  contain  the  congregation.  The  manfe,  which  was  built 
about  40  years  ago,  was  repaired  in  1778  and  in  1787, 
and  is  ftill  a  bad  houfe.     The  offices  are  tolerably  good, 

but 


•  Tht  ftitBte  labour  ooght  thercfere  to  be  converted  into  money 
by  a^  uf  Parliament,  and  czadtcd  in  different  proportions,  according 
to  the  ctrcomftances  <  f  the  pcrfiH'';  (6r  inftance,  a  poor  boufeboldery 
tbar  has  Uttle  or  no  crop,  ougbt  ttnt  to  1)e  aflleded  above  I  b.  a  yekr ;  a  fer- 
vant  that  has  uo  family  ought  to  be  aflTelTed  i  s.  6  d.  ;  tenants  ought  to 
pay  ace  rdtng  to  their  rent,  or  the  number  and  kind  of  carts  they  em- 
ploy ;  and  herirors  (who  are  at  prefent  entirely  exempted,  and  wh.^fe  rent 
fifes  in  proportion  to  rh^  dafy  Cumnrtiiiicatfon  by  good  roads)  ought  to 
tw  taxed  in  proportion  to  their  rent :  If  (Uch  a  fcheme  wks  adopted,  and 
the  roads  contra^d  fur,  they  would  foon  be  made»  fo  as  to  fave  50/cr 
cent  of  the  expenfe  of  tranfportinf;  commodities,  and  alio  of  the  tear  and 
wear  of  cairta}(es  and  harntfs :  And  kfret  the  roads  were  once  effe^ally 
Atadf    or  lepaired,  Ae  ttk  c  Uld  be  f^eHUced  confiderably,  and  yet  the 
Tdtds  br  nept  iti  excenent  rr)>atr.    The  *A  ottgbt  klf*  to  cotitaifa  a  cfatifty 
vppoi  tin(r  a  committee,   f  e^utJ  nombcrs  of  the  motk  rtfyt^Mt  tenbt^ 
ps  w<ri   as  itPd^  ^d  '%  in  each  diftrid,  to  ctny  tht  aA  into  execution, 
that  there  qliglit'be'at  improper  ezemption. 
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but  only  thatched  with  heath,  which,  is  a  bad  roofl  The 
ftipend  is  1000  merks  Septs  in  money,  and  25!  bolls  of 
meal,  at  8  done,  including  L.  4,  4  s.  for  communion  ele- 
ments;  and  a  glebe  of  5  acres,  of  tolerablj  good  foiL 
Sir  William  Forbes  of  Cragievar,  Bart,  b  patron.  The 
fchoolmdler^s  falarj  is  la  bolls  of  meal,  colle^ed  in  Up- 
pies  and  pecks,  from  everj  houfeholder  in  the  pariih  that 
poflefles  any  land,  in  proportion  to  what  they  poiTels  ;  10 
'merks  Scots  of  a  mortification  ;  L.  a  Sterling  as  precentor 
and  fei&en  clerk  ;  a  s.  for  every  proclamation  of  banns ; 
and  4  d.  for  the  regiftration  of  every  baptifm ;  about  30 
fcholars,  at  an  average,  attend  the  fchool ;  from  whom  he 
receives  i  s.  3  d.  the  quarter  for  reading  Englifli ;  i  s.  6d. 
for  reading  and  writing ;  and  2  s.  for  arithmetic  and  La- 
tin ;  which  altogether  may  amounc  to  about  L.  18  Ster- 
Ibg  yearly.  The  number  of  fcholais  might  be  many 
more  \  but  the  fchool-houfe  is  fmall,  and  at  a  comer  of  the 
parilb ;  the  fchodmafters  are  frequently  changed,  owing 
to  the  poor  encouragement «  and  the  people  are,  from  ha- 
bit, backward  in  fending  their  children  to  fchool ;  they 
allege,  that  by  the  time  their  children  begin  to  make  any 
progrefs  with  a  fchoolmafler,  he  is  about  to  remove  to  a 
better  place  or  bufinefs.  The  fchool  is  not  acceffible  in 
winter  to  above  one  third  of  the  parifli  5  the  minifter, 
therefore,  with  concurrence  of  the  heritora,  made  applica- 
tion to  the  Society  for  propagating  Chriftian  Knowledge, 
in  the  year  1782,  and  got  a  fchoolmafler  appointed  to  the 
moft  diftant  parts  of  the  parilh,  upon  condition,  that  the 
heritors  would  pay  L.  4  yearly  of  his  falary,  and  give 
him  a  houfe,  garden,  fuel,  and  a  cow*s  grzb^atis^  which 
they  would  not  agree  to^o,  and  the  fchoolmafler  was  re- 
moved ;  the  confequence  of  which  muft  be,  that  the  rifing 
generation  will  be  bred  up  in  ignorance.  If  the  falaries 
•f  paroohial  fchoolmafters  are  not  made  (bmething  better 

worth 
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worth  the  while  of  a  man  of  liberal  education,  that  molt 
ufcfiil  inftitution  will  foon  be  abandoned  altogether,  (as 
it  would  have  been  already,  in  manj  places,  were  it  not 
a  kind  of  interim  employment  to  po(M:  young  lads,  while 
at  college,  and  during  the  time  they  are  fl;udying  divini- 
ty,) and  then  the  country  people  will  return  to  ignorance 
and  barbarifm :  but  the  prefent  fafliionable  paradox  is,  that 
ignorance  is  the  mother  of  induftry  ;  which  is  equally  well 
founded  with  the  ancient  aphorifm,  that  ignorance  is  the 
mother  of  devotion.  As  ignorance  is  the  nurfe  of  .fuperfti- 
tion,  fo  b  it  peculiarly  favourable  to  a  fiate  of  flavery  \ 
and  the  favage  date,  which  is  a  flate  of  ignorance,  is  a  (late 
of  indolence^  not  of  induftry. — The  poor  are  Xupported  by 
the  weekly  colleftions,  fines  from  delinquents,  hire  of  two 
mortcloths,  and  hand-bell  at  funerals,  rent  of  the  church 
yard,  rent  of  the  feats  of  a  gallery  in  the  church,  with  the 
intereft  of  L.  240,  previous  to  the  year  1783.  In  the  year 
1782,  the  crop  in  this  parifh  was  fo  wretched,  that  if  it 
had  been  all  made  into  meal,  it  would  not  have  maintain- 
ed the  inhabitants  for  two  months ;  and  the  yi6hial  wi|is  fp 
bad,  that  its  effefts,  together  with  the  fcarcity,  proved  fa- 
tal to  the  conftitutions  and  lives  of  many,  (as  already  ob- 
fcrved);  however,  the  inhabitants  were  fupported,  one 
way  or  other,  with  what  they  had  remaining  of  the  former 
crop,  and  what  they  could  purchafe  at  L.  i,  4  s.  Sterling 
the  boll,  of  9  ftone,  (157T  lb.  Averdupoife,)  from  the 
neighbouring  countries  of  Enzie  and  Moray,  (where  the 
crop  was  much  lefs  affeded  by  the  bad  feafon,)  till  they 
were  relieved,  by  the  importation  of  white  peafe,  and  o- 
ther  grain,  in  April  and  May.  The  feffion  imported  200 
quarters  of  white  peafe,  with  their  funds,  together  with 
L.  100  Sterling,  lent  to  the  feffion,  free  of  intereft  for  nine 
months,  to  purchafe  grain  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor,  by  a 
manufafhirer  in  the  parifh,  who,  by  uncommon  induftry, 

attentioa 
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attention  and  iiitegritji  had,  without  any  original  (lock,  in. 
a  few  years,  acquired  fome  hundred  pQunds^  and  who,  be* 
fides  the  above  generous  and  benevolent  exei'tion  in  be- 
half of  the  poor,  imported  great  quantities  of  all  kinds  of 
grain,  floor,  bifcuft,  &a  which  he  fold  out  at  little  or  no 
profit.  Lord  Fife,  alfo  bought  ezceUont  barley  at  the*  Lon- 
don market,  a^  Oats  for  feed  \  but  ias  they  were  fold  out 
for  ready  moneyi  many  of  the  pooj:  tenants,  who  were  mi- 
I  der  the  necefli.ty  of  employing  all  their  rciady  moOey  for 
purchafing  vidua!  for  their  families;  were  obliged  lo  fovr 
their  own  feed»  wbidi  did  notgrqw ;  and  even  the  oatsy 
they  bought  from  the  coaft  fide  for  feed,  at  L.  i,  i  s»  and 
upwards  the  bo}],  though  it  looked  beautiful,,  and  wa$  well 
fille.d,  did  not  grow,,  but  rott^-in  <he  ground  ;  and  iiuleedy 
in  this  country,  the  worft  filled  corn,  and  the  com  that 
was  laft  cut  m  haryefi  1)82,  W89  the  only  corn  that  did 
vegetate  tolerably  next  year.  This  ruined  the  next  crop,: 
which,  had  the  feed  been  good,  would  have  been  a  plenti- 
ful one,  as  the  fummer  and  harvefi  1783  were  the  beft 
that  have  been  fince ;  this  made  the  fcarcity  and  dearth 
continue  in  this  country,  till  crop  1784  relieved  it. 
The  feilion  made  the  peafe  they  bought  into  meal,  and 
fold  it  out  at  or  below  prime  coil  to  poor  families,  and 
great  numbers  were  fupplied  gratis^  befides  thofe  upon  the 
roll,  ^hofe  numbers  were  alfo  greatly  increafed  ;  fo  that 
when  the  heritors  and  feilion  met  upon  the  id  of  July 
^783,  to  report  to  the  Barons  of  Exchequer  the  ftate  of 
the  parifl),  in  order  to  enable  them  to  judge  what  propor« 
tion  of  the  visual  bought  by  them,  with  the  L.  io,coo 
granted  by  Parliament  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  in  the 
northern  counties  of  Scotland,  they  reported,  "  That  the 
number  upon  the  poors  roll  amounted  to  200,  and  that 
L,50  Sterling  is  already  expended  in  a  partial  relief  to 
thofe  in  greateft  diftreis ;  that  upwards  of  xaoo  have  been 

fupportedy 


^j$  StatiJHcul  Account 

fiippoitcd  bj  imported  grain  from  the  end  of  Felmuiiy  $ 
tod  that  more  than  800  fenfe  will  fland  in  need  of  aiSft- 
ance  from  the  poors  fundi,  (fuppofing  thej  were  fnfficicnt 
for  that  purpofe),  befl>re  they  can  be  fnpphed  from  the 
crop  upon  the  ground,  which  cannot  be  ezpdSed  foooer 
than  three  months  henoa/'  Upon  this  report,  the  Barons 
of  Exchequer,  feat  iu  all,  79  bolls  of  meal,  at  diftrent 
times,  to  be  difiributed  gratis^  and  ioi4  bolb,  to  be  fold 
at  8  s.  8  d.  the  boll.  This  was  a  great  relief.  Lord  Fife  al- 
fe  fold  ont  the  meal  in  bis  gimel,  and  what  multure  farm 
came  in,  at  16  s.  Sterhng  the  boll ;  and  he  deduded  a  fifth 
port  of  the  tenants  money-rent  for  1783,  upon  condition, 
that  they  paid  op  the  remainder,  together  with  the  arrears 
of  the  former  rent,  and  the  priee  of  their  deficient  farm  or 
Tidual  rent,  by  the  ift  of  February  1784  ;  but  mAny  of 
diem  were  rendered  unable  to  take  the  benefit  of  his  Lord- 
flup's  liberality  ♦. 

*  Here  follows  b  ftatement  of  the  amoant,  ind  dtfpofiil  of  the  peon 
fciidi,  foi^  tlnree  di&rcnt  periodt,  vie.  for  4  jetn  prccediog  IfSj  ;  4a- 
ii9g  17S3  ftod  ii^^\  and  lar  4  >4«fs  itonc4fatel]r  ^recfdion  tU  d»U  of 
|his  report. 

ift  Period. 
Average  annual  colltd^ions,  fines  inteieft,  lefractes,  loft- 
Knts  4cc.    from  ift  December  1778  to  ift  December 
\i^X,  -  -  .  .  X-3»  l^    ♦ 

Averagf  anouil  di^ribntions  j^o  the  poor,  for  tbe  above  pe- 
riod, including  about  L.  5,  ^  s.  Sterling  annually  to  the 
infirmarir  tt  Aberdeen,  and  for  paying '  feffion-clerk  and 
kirk  cf  ser'i  (beadle)  fee?,  -  -  L.  25  10  fi|. 

Average  nvmberof  tbe  poor  open  tne  roll  for  fii^d  period,  |i. 

ad  Period. 

Colle^ioiis,  &c.  daring  1783  %Qd  17^4,  -      ^    *  ^-47x9    ^ 

Piftribated  in  money  id  1783  and  1784,  including  L.  10, 
4  s.  to  the  infirmary  at  Aberdeen,  and  to  pay  fclfion^clerk, 
and  kirk  officer's  fees.  -  -  -  L.48    a    r 

BiftffibaCed  to  tke  poor  upon  tbe  roll.  In  negl,  dimng  thcfe 
twoycay^2a5bollsafirlotii  peck9ati6i.tlieboU,        t.xo9  9    6 
I  3d 
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AdvatUages  and  Li/advantages. — ^The   advantages  that 
tbis  pariih  poiTefies  are,  that  it  is  not  far  from  a  fe^po  t^ 

where 
3d  Period. 

Averase  itinual  c(/llr<ftioii^  &c.  from  id  December  1787 

to  iftDeeember  1791,  •^  -     '       -  L.  35  itf    9 

Average  annval  diftribudont  to  the  poor  for  fatd  period, 
including  about  1L  5.  5 1  annnally  to'  the  infirmary  at 
Aberdeen,  and  to  pay  felGon-clerk  and  kirk  officer's 
fees,  .  -  .  -  L.33    ^    0« 

ATcran^e  number  of  the  poor  upon  tbe  roll  in  faid  period,  35. 

Bcfides  the  above  mcstioned  fources  of  relief  to  the  poor,  there  is  a 
.freat  deal  given  in  private  charity,  not  to  travelltnir  beggars  only  but 
the  people  in  general  are  nncomiBonly  humane  and  benevolent ;  and 
when  any  poor  perfon  or  family  is  afBidled  with  ficknefs,  or  any  other 
;aT\ezpe^d  calamity,  the  neighbours  Ao  not  waif  to  be  fulici^ed  but 
jcanry  meal,  or  whatever  elfe  the  fituation  requires;  or  their  circumftances 
^an  afford,  and  they  watch  with  the  fick,  Uc,  Many  of  the  poor  aifo 
have  bags  in  tjbe  mills,  into  which  every  one  puts  as  he  can  fpare,  or  u 
charity  difpcrfes  him.  And  on  the  Chriftmas  hoUda^s,  the  young  men  go 
lOQt  in  parties  throngh  the  parifli  a-hegging  for  th  greateft  obj  Ai;  and 
feveral  bolls  of  meal,  and  feme  pounds  Sterling  of  money,  are  coHeAed 
<very  year,  and  committed  to  the  care  of  the  memheraof  feffion,  fo*  behoof 
of  thofe  for  whom  it  is  colieAed.  This  pra^ice  has  an  excellent  effeA 
upon  the  morals,  both  of  young  and  old ;  it  difpofes  the  old  to  adls  of 
liberality,  and  draws  forth  their  fympathy  towards  the  diftrefled,  and  it 
trains  u;>  the  young  to  ads  of  benevolence  and  charity:  This  pradice  it 
alfo  a  great  fupport  to  the  funds,  which  are  beginning  again  to  recover, 
from  their  dilapidation  in  1 783  and  1784-  The  heritors  alfo,  being 
convinced  by  experience  of  the  importance  of  having  a  fund  in  referve 
agatnft  a  time  of  fcarcity,  rel^  Ived  to  take  the  poors  money  and  pay  5 
per  €emi,  yearly  for  it;  (wheceas  before  17SJ  it  was  lent  out  at  4  perctwt^ 
a-year,  payable  only  once  in  two  year*.)  By  this  means,  together  with  fome 
legacies,  and  ftriA  oeconomy,  the  funds  arc  again  accumulated  to  L.  i30 
afintereft.  The  felBon  takes  a  difpofition  to  the  effedls  of  thoie  that  are  "^ 
tdten  upon  the  roll,  (unleft  in  fiicli  years  a»  rySj  and  17S4),  with  tho 
burden  of  taking  care  of  them  in  iickncA  aad  i»  their  laft  ilinefs,  and  of 
defraying  their  funeral  charges,  which  muM  not  exceed  L.  i  Sterling ;  aU 
^wing  the  rclationi  of  the  deceafed  to  redeem  the  efltAs,  by  repaying 
to  the  feffion  a  64r's  Contribution,  immediately  preceding  the  deadi  of 
the  pauper^  a«»d  d^fN^yiaf  iba  hintrai  charfet. 
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where  there  is  generally  a  market  for  grain/  vidua],  &c« 
when  it  is  plenty  \  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  fertile 
pountries  of  Boyn,  Enzie  and  Moray/  from  whence,  and 
by  importation,  a  fupply  cao^  lie  obtained  in  wet  and  late 
{eafons,  when  the. crop  fails  in  Stryla  ;  and  that  it  pofTefles 
the  means  of  improvement  by  lime,  fo  near,  and  in  fuch 
plenty.  But  the  difadvantages  are  many;  a  cold,  wet, 
and  late  foil  and  climate,  and  confequently  uncertain  crops; 
Hiort  leafes;  no  encouragement  to  tenants  to  improve 
their  land,  to  inclofe  or  build  good  houfes ;  heavy  and  op* 
preiTive  mill- multures,  which  take  between  an  eighth  and 
a  ninth  of  all  that  the  tenant  carries  to  the  mill,  and  even 
of  what  he  buys,  in  times  of  fcarcity,  if  it  be  manufadured 
within  the  fucken.  The  tenant  alio  is  obliged  to  pay  lod. 
for  every  boll  of  oats  carrir  d  to  the  ihore,  and  fold  fonie- 
times  as  low  as  7  s.  and  never  above  11  s.  the  boll,  and  e- 
Very  farm  pays  a  certain  number  of  bolls  of  barley,  for 
what  barley  is  fold,  and  for  keeping  in  the  miU- water ; 
BOtwithftanding  which,  the  tenants  are  compelled  to  per- 
fonal  fervice,  for  keeping  in  the  mill-water,  and  to  per- 
form other  mill  fcr vices,  fuch  as  bringing  home  millftonfes, 
and  upholding  the  mill,  if  required  fo  to  do  ;  and  to  carry 
the  mill  farm-meal  to  Macduff,  17  miles  diftant,  which 
they  are  generally  called  to  do  in  the  fpring  feafon.  This 
fervitude  amounts  almof^  to  a  prohibition  to  improve,  as 
it  is  at  lesiil  a  tax  of  iz  per  cent,  upon  the  produce  of  im- 
provements ;  beiides,  the  tenants  are  liable  to  be  called  to 
give  an  account  upon  oath,  before  the  baron-bailie,  what 
they  have  bought  or  fold  for  three  years  back ;  and  if  a 
iQan'j»  memory,  who  cannot  keep  accounts,  has  failed  him, 
and  he  confcientioufly  refiifes  to  take  an  oath,  he  is  char* 
gied  irhitrarily.  Such  a  mode  of  proceeding  is  furely  con- 
trary to  the  cffential  principles  of  juitice,  and  very  hurtinl 
to  morals,  as  frequent  oaths,  (efpeciaily  where  the  intereft 
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mt  the  petfon  taking  the  oath  may  be  noiaterially  affeded 
thereby),  muft  often  be  ♦.  Bad  roads  is  another  difad- 
Vantage,  and  the  unequal  and  oppreilive  tax  of  ftatute-Ia« 
hour,  totally  inadequate  to  the  making  or  upholding  fuch 
an  extent  of  road ;  befides  that  it  is  often  mifemployed,  at 
the  will  of  the  commil&oners  or  diredors  of  the  diftrifl,  ou 
private  roads,  while  public  ones  are  negle&ed. — The  tax 
upon  coak  alfo  is  a  great  grievance.  •  A  great  and  precious 
part  of  the  year,  both  to  the  farmer  and  limer,  mnft  be 
employed  in  providing  and  driving  fuel ;  whereas,  were  it 
not  for  the  heavy  tax  upon  coal,  the  farmer  would  gain 
two  months  of  the  fummer,  which  could  be  employed  in 
cultivating  turnip,  managing  hay,  working  fallow,  or  pre- 
paring manure ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  be  better  ferved 
with  fuel,  by  bringing  coal  from  the  ihore,  when  he  car- 
ried his  grain  thither ;  and  the  limers  would  find  it  their 
intereft  alfo,  to  bum  their  lime  partly  with  coal,  rather 
than  with  peat  alone  ^  becaufe,  inftead  of  driving  it  fome 
miles  farther  to  get  a  penny  more  for  the  boll,  that  they 
may  make  as  much  as  poiBble  of  their  fuel,  they  could 
bum  more,  and  fell  cheaper ;  and  when  they  went  to  the 
fliore  for  coal,  they  could  always  carry  a  draught  of  lime 
with  them.  Some  years  ago^  a  very  wet  feafon  compel- 
led fome  of  them  to  try  co41,  and  they  found  a  mixture  of 
peat  and  coal'anfwer  fo  well,  that  they  continue  to  ufe  a 
little  coal  now  and  then. — The  people  alfo  complain  much 
of  the  unequal  and  oppreflive  nature  of  the  excife  and  di- 
ftillery  laws.  The  laft  partakes  fo  much  of  the  nature  of 
a  monopoly,  that  the  diftillers,  unlefs  in  a  time  of  fcarcity^ 
^heu  the  grain  is  wanted  for  meal,  combine  and  keep  the 

price 

*  Since  writing  the  aboTe,  the  multures  in  this  parifh  have  been  con* 
vetted  by  the  baron-bailie  at  2  s  3  d.  upon  the  p^^und  grofs  rent  ;  bcfito 
paying  the  millw  largelf  for  work  aud  mUl  fervicct  m  before. 
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price  of  Inrky  low  -,  aod  coofequeiitlj  the  fjpiriCSi  w&nAf 
mre  generally  of  a  bad  qinilitj,  are  fold  at  a  low  price, 
which  has  a  tendency  to  deftroy  both  the  conftitutioiis  and 
llle  morak  of  the  peoplci  for  punch  and  dram-drinking  are 
BOW  too  generally  fubititoted  in  the  public  honfes  in  place 
of  beer,  which  was  a  much  more  whcrfefome  bererage ; 
and  the  heavy  ezcife  on  malt»  whith  b  a]fi>  rigoroafly  es- 
fbrced  by  the  diiliUers  for  obvioiiB  reafons,  tends  to  pro^ 
duce  the  fame  eSeft,  and  alCer  ta  prervnt  poor  people  frocft 
having  malt  or  beer  in  their  own  hoafes,  the  want  of 
which  proves  ^ttj  hurtful  to  the  health  and  conditutions 
of  the  labouring  poor ;,  a^d  when  a  poor  mad  has  a  boll  of 
barley  to  difpofe  o£^  he  can  hardly  fell  it  at  all,  •r  only  at 
a  very  low  price,  gener^y  what  the  diABter  plesfes  to 
give ;  whereas,  before  the  eftabKIhment  of  diftiUeries,  and 
the  additional  ezcife  on  malt,  a  poor  man  made  bi»  b<A  of 
bear  into  mak,  and  paid  the  duty  for  k,  and  then  £ft31ed 
from  it  an  excellent  fpirit,  which  he  fold  at  a  high  price 
to  the  rich,  and  thus  obtained  a  good  price  fer  his  gndn, 
and  the  grains  and  ofl&b  helped  to  maintain,  and  often  to 
preferve  the  lives  of  his  cattle  when  provender  was  icarce ;. 
now  the  whole  advantages  that  were  before  enjoyed  by 
the  poor,  are,  by  the  difliHery  law,  thrown  into  the  hands 
of  the  rich  diftillers,  (for  ncme  can  be  difB&brs  upon  the 
prefent  plan  but  the  comparatively  rich),  while  malt  and 
beer  are  in  a  manner  entirely  prohibited  *• 

•  The  impolicy  ts  well  as  oppreflion  of  the  diftiUciy  law  will  i^ipear 
fiom  this  circumiltnce,  that  a  diftiller  takes  out  a  licence  for  a  40  gallon 
ftill,  far  which  he  payi  a  duty  to  Government  of  L.  40  a-year,  and  aiv 
officer  employed  to  attend  that  (till  receives  a  ftlary  of  L.  50  a-ycsfr^ 
The  heavy  excife  on  malt  alfo,  which  in  effeA  amounts  to  a  total  prohir 
Wtion,  necef&rily  pivmotes  fmuggling,  which  is  always  injurious  to  mo^ 
rals,  as  well  as  hurtful  to  the  revenue  ;  and  it  is  univeriaUy  thought,  that 
Government  does  hy  no  moans  draw  io  much  fr»m  the  nortfaem^oountiet- 

•f 
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4t  Stf»dand  of  exetie-4iltiesi  m  even  to-  {my  tiio  raUrief  of  the  officers 
emplojred  ta  levf  it»  iuttwithfttoiltn|r  the  e)ii»reffions  fhtt  Ae  people 
fttffer  on  Rocouni  of  it.  It  feeoM  to  be  the  general  opinion,  thet  if  the 
excife  vA  iiftiilery  laws  w^  repealed  in*  the  Mrtir  of  Sootkud,  and  th« 
rerenoeraifedhy  thete  yeari^v  ittthading  effifptv  (Ukrlesk-  ^ew  tnnCoutted 
to  the  cooMBfliienera  of  fnpply  of  the  coanti«ti  to*  proportion- it  among 
thcmfelves  aed  tenaMt,  they  coold  pay  in'  the  fiune  widi  the  hmd-tur, 
and  by  this  means,  the  reTenue  wotiU  be  improved  by  the*  whole  adiounl 
ef  the  oifteen  falatiet  at  kaft,  aad  the  cvontry  wdold  think  themfelyw 
infinitely  better,  as  they  wenldi  then  be  pemMfCed  tO'  do  ^(tfk  flicif  granl 
«htt  they  pleafed  withoot  moleftiitioiiw 


NOTE. 

Mi/etUanentiJ  Ohfervattoni, — There  are  no  obfe^b  of  natural  hiKory 
peculiar  to  this  pzrifli.  Limeftone  is  the  only  mineral  worth  mentioning. 
The  only  wild  beails  are  the  fox,  the  weafel  or  polecat,  and  Jthe  hare.  The 
birds  are  few  and  common ;  moorfowl,  partridge,  plover,  wild  dock, 
bittern,  rook,  jackdaw,  magpie,  lark,  fparrow,  yellow-hammer,  robin« 
wren,  watercock,  linnet,  and  a  few  others.  The  panfli  is  occaiionally 
▼lilted  in  winter  by  fnow-birds,  and  in  fpring  by  flocks  of  fca-gulls.  and 
now  an^  then  by  hawks,  kites,  ravens,  and  herons.  The  migratory  birdi^ 
are  the  lapwing,  cuckoo,  com- rail,  and  fwallow.  There  are  no  noted 
mineral  fprings  in  this  pariih,  though  fome  of  them  are  confiderably  im- 
pregnated with  iron ;  but  there  are  two  confecrated  wells,  one  at  the 
loot  of  a  fmall  natural  mount  adjoining  to  the  caflle  of  Grange,  which, 
vith  the  mount,  had  been  dedicated  to  the  Virgin  Mary,  and  are  now 
called  the  Ladyhill  and  the  LadyweU.  The  other  fpring  is  on  the  fonth 
bank' of  Ilia,  diredlly  oppofite  to  the  church-door,  and  is  called  the  Croik- 
'tireU,  probably  from  Croi*^  crofs.  The  greater  part  of  the  people  are  ra- 
ther above  the  ordinary  fize,  and  it  feems  have  always  been  fo.  There  are 
at  leaft  as  many  men  in  the  parUh  above  s  feet  %  inches  as  there  are  be- 
low it ;  and  feveral  are  6  feet  high  :  Accordingly  fuch  of  them  as  go  into 
the  army,  generally  enlift  either  into  the  Guards  or  Train  of  Artillery. 
The  anceftors  of  the  greater  part  of  the  prefent  inhabitanti  have  lived  ' 
in  this  parifli  for  fome  centuries  bsck,  and  many  of  them  are  defcendents 
of  the  ancient  fenars  in  the  parilh.  The  moft  ancient  names  are,  Innes, 
Adamfon,  Richardfon,  Riddoch,  Longmoor,  Carr,  Kelman,  Scot,  Sim, 
Ballach,  Beg,  Craib,  Gray,  Howie,  Allan,  WUfon,  Taylor,  Reaper, 
Dyker,  Neil,  flcc«  &c.  There  are  no  perfons  of  remarkable  eminence, 
that  have  been  bom,  lived,  or  died  indiispariih.  It  has  indeed  been 
I  long 
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hmg  fiunoiu  for  |irodiicing  a  great  naaber  of  clergyineiiy  aad  there  are 
five  minifters  of  the  Eftablidunent,  and  one  of  the  Church  of  Englaiuf; 
now  alive,  that  were  bom  in  this  pariih.  Befides,  there  are  many  natiyes 
of  it  in  die  £aft  and  Weft  Indies,  in  America,  in  London*  and  through 
many  parto  of  Great  Jkitai%  that  are  all  doing  well  in  diilerent  lines  of 
life.  The  people  are  in  general  regular  in  their  attendance  npon  the 
ordinances  of  religion*  and  they  are.  npon  the  whole,  fenfible,  ftgacious* 
ibcial,  homane,  obliging,  fober.  induftrions,  and  well  behaved ;  no  in- 
ilance  haring  occurred  of  any  native  being  executed  or  banilhed  within 
the  laft  50  years ;  two  inflances  of  fuicide,  indeed,  have  happend  widiin 
tiut  period,  the  one  of  a  man  about  15  yean  ago»  the  other  of  a  womaa 
about  50  jean  ago. 
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NUMBER    XXXVIII. 
PARISH    OF    CRIEFF, 


(CouNTt  or  Perth,  Synod  of  Perth  and  Stirling, 
Pr£sbtt£r7  of  Auchtxrarder.) 


By  the  2t#ii.  Mr  Robert  Stirling. 


Namtt  Skuation,,  Extent^  Ifc. 

npHE  name  of  Crieff  mij  be  derived  from  the  Gaelic 
-*•  word  Craobhf  a  "  tree  j"  the  letters  6h  having  the 
found  oi  fox  v,  or  nnore  probably  from  Crubba  Cnoc^  the 
'*  haunch  of  the  hill  i"  the  town  being  built  on  a  riling 
ground,  which  may  be  coniidered  as  the  hauuch  of  the  hill 
immediately  bejond  it,  that  (lands  detached  from  the 
Grampians,  and  is  called  the  Cnoc  or  hilly  by  way  ot  emi- 
nence. Crieff,  is  18  miles  W.  from  Perch,  and  20  N.  from 
Stirlin^,  near  the  foot  of  the  Grampian  mountains  on  the 
S.  £•  iide  \  has  a  fine  fouthem  expofure,  a  moit  delightful 
var  e  ated  profped  of  ;ulls»  woo^s,  vallies  and  rivers,  to 
t|i  W. ;  the  op.n  ext.nfive  country  of  Stratheam  to  the 
S*  a  d  £.  w,th  <  e  anc  tvx  feats  of  many  families  of«  di- 
:on   U  aiouiid.    Tnelc  circumilances,  together  with 

the 
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die  {ierene  sdr,  and  the  drj  healthy  fituation,  have  induced 
people  of  tafle  and  fdence,  who  frequently  refide  there 
during  the  fum^lfr  mon^,  |0  aco^u^C  it  the  Xiontpelier 
of  Scotland.  Crieff  is  in  hulk  the  fecond  town  in  Penh- 
ihire.  The  pariih  in  its  ntmoft  extent  maj  be  divided  in^ 
to  the  highland  and  Jhvdand  pans,  ^hich  are  detached 
£rom  each  other  by  t^e  intervention  of  the  pariih  ci  Man- 
zie.  The  moft  confiderable  diftrid  of  the  foi::hfier  is  the 
loog  Strath  ef  Gksabdondt  die  pcoptrty  of  tlte  Dnke  of 
Athole,  thrpugh  wbidi  the  AJmood  mas  a  courfc  of  8 
miles.  That  and  the  other  parts  of  the  highland  divifion 
afford  advantages  for  game,  troating,  and  other  fummer 
amufement5»  equal  to  any  in  the. Highlands ;  may  yield 
L.  TOO  yearly  rent  to  the  three  proprietors,  and  contain  a- 
bout  500  inhabitants  :  But  being  annexed  quoad  Jauc^  to 
Monzie,  will  br  more  properly  4efcribe4  along  with  that 
pariih,  and  ihall  therefore  be  no  £uther  noticed  in  any  of 
the  following  observations  The  lo%viand  part  of  Crieff 
pariih,  which  falls  immediately  under  the  infpeSion  of  the 
minifier,  is  4  mHes '  long  from  N.  W.  to  S.  £•  and  3 
broad  from  S.  W.  to  N.  £. ;  being  bounded  on  the  N.  £. 
by  the  pariih  of  Foulis ;  on  the  N.  W.  by  the  Shaggy, 
which  feparates  it  from  the  highland  part  annexed  to  Mun- 
zie  ;  on  the  W.  by  the  Torot,  which  divides  it  from  Moni- 
vaird  i  on  the  E.  by  the  Pow,  which  feparates  it  from 
Maderty  •,  and  on  the  S.  it  is  wafhed  for  3  miles  by  th^ 
Earn,  which  is  the  border  between  it  and  Muthil,  exceptr 
ing  one  farm  of  ntar  too  acres,  which  it  cut  off  to  the  S. 
fide,  by  leaving  it>  ufual  bed  about  the  end  of  laft  cen- 
tury. Thefe  rivers  abound  in  trout,  the  Earn  alfo  in  fal- . 
mon,  which  the  principal  heritor  has  the  privilege  of  catch- 
ing with  cruives.  This,  however,  does  not  hitherto  ex- 
clude others  from  the  pleafure  and  profit  of  angling.  The 
riven  are  all  fumiihed  with  ftone  bridges,  generally  built 
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"by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  country.  That  of 
Crieff  was  the  fecond  (lone  bridge  ever  thrown  over  the 
£arn,  coniifts  of  4  large  arches,  and  was  built  out  of  the 
vacant  ftipend  of  the  parifli,  in  the  interval  between  the 
fuppreffion  of  Epifcopacy  in  1690,  and  the  re  admii&on  of 
a  Preftyteriaft  miriifter  in  1699. 

'  Soil  and  PrbduSiion'si'-^NeAr  dhe  half  of  the  pariih,  that 
is,  along  the  W.  and  S.  fides,  is  of  a  light,  fandy,  fometimes 
gravelly  foil ;  around  the  town,  from  the  nature  and  quan- 
tity of  the  manure,  it  becomes  a  pretty  rich  loam.  The 
other  half,  to  the  eiiffward,  is  tilly,  or  a  kihd  of  ftiffred 
clay,  frequently  wet,  andlying  upon  rock  of  the  fame  co- 
lour, which  yields  a~  hard  durable  ftone  for  building,  but 
incapable  of  hewing ;  whef eas  under  the  fandy  foil,  to  the 
weft  ward,  is  an  excellent  freeftone  of  a  light  brown  colour, 
that  eafily  cuts  in  the  quarry,  and  admits  of  a  good  poHfh. 
Each  fort  apparently  partakes  of  the  nature  of  the  foil  un- 
der wliich  it  is  found. — The  fpecies  of  graiii  raifed,  are  the 
bdt  white  oats  of  the  late  kind,  bear,  commonly  called 
Cheftet,  with  fometimes  a  mixture  of  barley,  plenty  of 
potatoes,  a  few  peafe,  but  no  wheat.  Some  late  experi- 
ments have  not  encouraged  the  general  ufe  of  that  grain. 
One  boll  of  bekr  gives  li  bolls  of  meal,  and  i^  bolls  of  oats 
I  boll  of  meal,  befides  paying  kiln  and  niill  dues.  There 
are  2  very  (hiall  orchards  of  an  old  date,  and  2  others  of 
fame  acres  extent,  planted  withiii  thefe  few  years  ;  one  of 
them,  near  the  townj  in  a  good  foil  and  warm  S.  expofure, 
muil  fooa  be  very  productive. 

Agriculture. — Until  the  yeaf  1774,  the  old  mode  of 
farming  by  croft  and  oa(^f/^  univerfally  prevailed.  As  the 
Gutfields  got  no  manure  except  watering,  wherever  that 
tvas  wanting,  they  produced  only  a  Ipecies  of  grey  oats, 

\  *0L.  IX.  4  E  of 
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of  which  2^  bolk  made  onlj  i  boll  of  meaL  Then,  bovf ^ 
ever,  fome  e^enfive  ftrata  of  marl  were  difcovered  ia  the 
neighbourhood,  the  ufe  of  which  quickly  introduced  a 
more  profitable  mode  of  agriculture  ;  and  fields  of  4,  8,  or 
12  acres,  began  to  be  fown  out  in^good  condition,  with  clo- 
ver and  rje-grais ;  210  (lones  of  that  haj  maj  be  raifed  on 
an  acre,  if  the  ground  be  in  good  order,  and  fold  before 
ftacking  at  4  d.  the  ftone.  The  change  in  20  yeaxs,  ap- 
pears from  the  following  view. 


\ 

fill 

\fj%. 

In  1791. 

On  a  Scots  acre. 

B. 

F. 

B.      r. 

Sown  of  the  grey  oats  above  mentioned. 

8 

noneafc4. 

Reaped  of  ditto. 

0 

0         0 

Sown  of  white  oats  in  poor  land. 

- 

8 

I        4 

Reaped  of  ditto  in  ditto, 

0 

5       0 

Sown  of  ditto  in  good  land. 

- 

6 

X       a 

Reaped  of  ditto  in  ditto, 

0 

7       0 

Sown  of  bear  in  ditto. 

• 

2 

1 .     0 

Reaped  of  ditto  in  ditto, 

^ 

6 

0 

8      0^ 

Horfcs  yoked  in  a  plough. 

4 

2 

In  1775 

L 

In 

1792. 

Expenfe  of  liming  or  marling 

every  8th  or  9th  year,          L 

.0     0 

0 

L.S 

0    0 

Rent  of  land  near  the  town. 

0  10 

0 

2 

17    0 

countrv, 

0    5 

0 

0 

12    • 

0  15 

0 

2 

2    0 

Q     to 

0 

8 

♦ 

f\    t\ 

Man  fervant's  wages  yearly, 

3     6 

10 

10    • 

Board  to  ditto,  6i  bolls  meul. 

at  13s.  4d.  and  8  d.  a-week 

for  milk. 

6    I 

4 

6 

«     4 

MaiH 
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In  1772.  '  In  1792. 

M^d  fervants  wages,        -  220  3     3     o 

Board  to' ditto,  4  bolk  -14  pecks  ' 

meal    a-year,    and   6d  a- 

week,    ■     •  •'-  '  4  II     o  4  11     d  * 

Beft  labourers  hire  a-day,      ->        009  q     i     o    . 

Mafoas  ditto,         -  .-012  018 

Wrights  ditto,         -  -         oil       .    o     i .   6. 

Triors  ditto,  befides  viduals,         005  009 

Bnjt^er,  the  pound  Tron,         -006  008 

.Cl^eefe,  the  ftone  do.  in  fumnier,    030  o     3     <» 

1  —  in  winter,      048  054 

Hods  a-piec^,         -  '"  006  009 

'Chickens  do,  or  eggs  the  &o%.        002  003 

•Mutton  the  pound  Dutch  in  Od.     o     o     ^  003 

■    ;■  1 = — — r-  ditto  in  June,     003^  005 

Be^f,  pork,  veal,  ditto,        -        003  o    .0     4 

Ooals  the  ftone. Tron,  fummer,      001^  002 

f    ■.■  ''  .    ^tto  in  winter,     002  o    o  5    J 

Abo^t  ;i«wo  thiifds  of  the  pfu-ifh  are  indofed,  and  trees  ge- 
nerally planted  in  hedge-rows  along  the  indofures.  There 
are  only  two  fmall  hills  in  it.  All  the  heathy  and  una- 
rahle  part  of  the  Cnoc  or  largeft,  amounting  to  222  acres, 
•is  planted  with  firs  interfperfed  with  larix,  &c.  The 
fmalleft,  500  yards  diftant,  is  all  arable  \  the  top  of  it,  how- 
ever, is  alfo  planted.  Thefe,  and  the  other  plantations  in 
4he  parifli,  executed  iince  1770,  may  eztei|d>to  270  acres. 
There  is  little  old  dmber,  except  about  a  few  gentlemens 
{eats ;  f^d  only  twp  coppipes  of  oak  and  .birch,  which  d0 
not  together  exceed  ,10  acres.,  Before  1770,  there  were 
a  few  fmall  plantations  of  old  firs,  which  have  fince  been 
almoft  wholly  cut  down. 

Population. 
p  Colli  rofe  only  in  17^2,  by  the  we.t  fetfon,  and  wint  of  otbcr  fuel. 
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Pc^latiott,  —  According  to  Dr  Wcbflcr's  report,  the 
numbers  then  %vcxe  1414.  The  popul^ion.p  1776  ;^d 
179a  will  appear  from  the  following  ftatemenr,  in  which 
the  village  of  Bridgend  is  .comprel^ended  in  the  tpwn,  as 
tb^j  are  nearly  jpined  hy  their  mutujtl  extenfion. 


• 

1776. 

1792. 

Im^eafe. 

Eamilies  in  the  CDuntrj, 

91 

101 

II 

Maleo, 

a>a.- 

•153 

»5 

Females, 

217    . 

3»<5 

99 

Souls, 

445' 

.569 

'1*4 

Families  in  the  town, 

450 

609 

»59 

A|'>1««,    ... 

676 

955 

279 

Females, 

856 

1116 

i6i 

Spols, 

i53» 

2071 

539 

Families  in  tht;  pirifh, 

54J 

7" 

17c, 

Kales, 

904 

ias8 

304 

Females, 

1073 

.1432 

359 

^ools,             -     - 

1977 

2640 

663 

Papitts, 

3 

«5 

22 

Epifcopals, 

S3 

39 

Deer.  14 

Antiburghers, 

111 

20J 

Incr.  g^ 

bereans, 

37 

50 

»3 

Relief, 

96 

96 

Eftubliflinaent, 

»773 

222j 

452 

feirth»  at  an  average  of  10 

.  years  preceding. 

5» 

6a 

10 

Atnong  tht!  heads  of  families  in  1792,  were  124  wi- 
dows; 55  maids,  old  and  young  V^nd  69  bs^chelors,  of 
'whom  1 5  above  50  years.  The  whole  711  heads  of  fami- 
lies confifted  of  the  followuig  cbflcs*  or  offices. 

Apothecary, 


. 

kf  Crieff^      ,                        S%9 

Apothecary,  phyfiiiap 

MaMuatftakets  or  fewr 

and  fiirg^ns,     •    .  - 

4 

fte^s,   •            .        0.     i\ 

Bakers,              .  - 

4 

Mafons  and  a.flater,          16 

Barbery, 

.2 

MerQhanttf  pr  Qiopkeepn; 

ditchers, 

« 

ers,  of  whom  19  re^    - 

Carriers, 

9 

taU  tea,             •             49 

Carters,, 

29 

Me0engers,              -           % 

Clergymen, 

3 

Midwive»              -              4 

Clockmakers, 

4 

Wi\fiV9y              -                 3 

Coopers, 

4 

Saddlers,                  -            % 

Dj«rs, 

4 

Schooloiiftcrs  and  fchool- 

Diftillers  and  brewer, 

3 

mLftrefles,           -            6 

Esdfe«officers, 

3 

Shoemakers,           -          ^9 

Farmers, 

40 

Smiths,                 -             S 

(3  above  L.  50  and 

S.pinfte^ps,           -            159 

30  under  L.  30,) 

Stockingmakers,                  6 

Fidlers.       ' 

a 

Tailors,                  *             30 

Gardeners,              *    • 

a 

Weavers,              -             91 

Gentry, 

II 

Wrights,              -              20 

Hccklere,              -     • 

7 

Writer  and  notary  public,  t 

Innlccepcrs 

^7 

Labourers, 

lit 

Samtoul,             711 

Manufafturcrs, 

6 

Corporations.^^Tht  number  in  each  trade  is  not  precifeiy 
afcertaified  by  the  preceding  table,  as  it  marks  only  the 
number  of  thofe  that,  in  each  clais,  are  heads  of  families. 
The  moft  material  difference,  however,  is  in  the  clafs  of  the 
weavers,  who  generally  train  their  children  to  their  own 
employment.  They  are  therefore  by  far  the  greateft  body 
of  tradefmen.  In  1770,  they  formed  thepafelves  into  a  cor- 
poration,  and  began  to  tftablilh  a  fund  for  the  fupport  of 
thetr  widows,  and  for  the  maintenance  and  education  of 
tbeir  orphan  children^  each  operativ'e  member  paying  las. 
I  at 
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at  cMTjf  and  is.  annuallj  to  the  food.  In  1786,  the j 
cipended  L.  200  in  building  a  hall,  which  yields  L.  1 1 
ycarij  rent|  befides  accommodating  them  at  all  their  pu^ 
blic  meetings.  The  tioembers  now  amount  to  171  ^  of 
whom  III  are  of  this  parifli.  They  make  an  annual  pro* 
cei&on  through  the  principal  ftreets  of  the  to wn^  on  the 
King's  birth-day,  widi  a  band  of  mufic  and  magnificent 
^nfigns  diljplayed,  in  token  of  their  attachment  €0  hk  Ma- 
jelly's  perfon  and  Gov^ernment*  The  tailors  too  have  got 
a  hall  and  a  commoa  good,  on  the  fame  principles  as  the 
weavers.  And  tde '  mafons  have  long  had  a  lodge  and  «. 
wealthy  fund,  though  the  operative  brethren  are  moffly  of 
other  pari(hes,  and  theif  funds  chiefly  enlarged  by  honora-' 
ry  members;  among-  whom  are  inrol^ed  many  perfons of 
the  firft  rank  in  the  county. 

Cati/es  of  increajing  Pnpulatimt. — The  rapid  increafe .  of 
population  here  is  owing -to  feveral  concurring  circumftanw- 
ces.  The  people  having  had  hitherto  v^rf  little  trade« 
ignorant  of  the  means,  by  which  any  money  they  arquireil 
could  be  improved  to  advantage,  think  themfelves  happy 
lo  fecure  it  in  a  houfe  and  garden  of  their  own  property. 
The  fuperiors  of  the  town  have  wiiely  encouraged  this 
fpirit,  and  could  not  difpofe  of  their  land  more  profitably 
than  in  fmall  feus  to  thofe  willing  to  build  jupofi  thefn. 
Accordingly,  in  1768,  a  ftreet  16  yards  broad  and  44^0  ^io«g, 
was  formed  by  fetting  off  feus  la  yards  in  front,  and  40 
in  depth,  paying  no  price,  but  a  yearly  feu-duty  of  4  s. 
each  *.  At  that  rate,  the  whole  ground,  ftreet  included, 
fiill  brings  the  original  proprietor  L.  2  the  acre.  Since 
1785,  when  the  forfeited  cftatcs  were  reftored,  two  other 
ftreets  are  forming,  by  granting  feus  of  L*  400  fquare  ell^ 
<«ch,  paying  L.  4  price  and  a  a.  6  di  yearly  feu^dnty,  whicb^ 

bcini^ 

*  R  B.  The  6U  fens  were  ra  much  lo^er  pttm* 
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tieing  along  the  fide  of  public  roads,  and  nothing  loft  by 
dreetSy  is  equal  to  L.  4,  12  s.  the  acre  annually  to  the  fupe- 
rior.  The  houfes  are  almoft  univerfally  two  ftories  high> 
roofed  with  blue  flate,  and  confift  of  four  rooms,  &c. 
which  generally  accommodate  two,  fometimes  three,  or 
even  four  families  ^  and,  with  the  garden  adjoining,  bring 
the  feuar  L.  5  of  rent,  if  fully  inhabited  ♦.  Moft  of  thefe 
houfes,  indeed,  would  lie  wafte,  were  it  not  that  the  towa 
ftanding  very  near  to,  and  on  one  of  the  principal  roads 
leading  from  the  Highlands,  it  is  the  firft  at  which  the  High- 
landers naturally  arrive,  when,  by  the  formation  of  ex« 
teniive  (beep-farms,  without  introducing  manufadures  at 
the  fame  time,  they  are  compelled  to  leave  their  native 
land,  inqueft  of  food,  habitation,  and  employment.  Here 
they  find  ihelter  and  fuftenance  at  a  cheaper  rate  than  in 
moft  parts  of  ^  Scotland ;  while  the  improving  ftate  of  the 
country,  road-making,  which  is  here  done  by  commutatipn 
of  the  ftatute-labour,  quarrying,  marl-digging,  ditching, 
planting,  &c.  afibrd  moft  of  them  employment  and  grow- 
ing wages.  Some  of  the  males  indeed  go  farther  fouth  for 
labour,  or  engage  as  domeftic  fervants  in  neighbouring 
psriflies,  leaving  the  females  behind  \  which  is  one  reafon 
of  the  excels  of  females  obfervable  in  the  preceding  ftate- 
ment.  But  what  encourages  them  more  than  any  thing 
elfe  to  fettle  here  with  their  fainilies,  is  the  wife  plan  adopt- 
ed by  the  proprietors  of  land  near  the  town,  equally  pro- 
fitable to  themfelves  and  ufeful  to  the  lower  clafTcs,  of  di- 
viding it  into  fmall  portions  of  2c  ells  fquare,  at  4  s.  each 
of  yearly  rent,  being  equal  to  L.  2,  17  s.  the  acre,  befides 
the  profit  of  a  nurfery  ;  for  the  lots  are  diftinguiihed  by 
young  trees  planted  in  the  comers  of  them,  which  the  pro* 

prietors 

'  •  The  yearly  rent  of  the  whole  feuars  in  the  paruh,  axifing  to  thei^ 
bmA  their  feos^  amounted,  in  1785,  to  t.  734 :  14 : 9. 
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prietors  tranfplant  at  pleafure.  Thus,  everj  tradefmah; 
and  labourer,  and  even  females,  have  each  their  own  lots, 
which  thej  cultivate  at  leifure  hours,  for  raifing  lint,  po- 
tatoes, and  other  neceffaries.  By  this  means,  thofe  of  fe- 
dentary  occupations  preferve  their  health,  and  the  poor, 
their  lives  in  time  of  fcarcity :  as  in  1783,  when  many 
of  the  pooreft  fort  lived  from  the  end  of  July,  almoft  en- 
tirely on  potatoes  of  their  own  *  rearing,  while  oat-meai 
fold  at  X  s.  3  d.  the  peck.  So  far  as  the  population  is  increafed 
by  the  growth  of  the  original  inhabitants,  it  may  be  at- 
tributed to  this  circumftance.  The  tradefmen  here,  very 
few  individuals  excepted,  are  all  on  a  level;  Ho  one  choofes 
to  ferve  another,  after  he  underftands  bufinefs  bimfelf. 
When  the  young  weaver  has  finiflied  his  apprenticelhip, 
and  acquired  as  much  free  (lock  as  will  purchafe  a  loom, 
furniffa  a  room,  and  defray  the  expenfe  of  a  wedding,  he 
fcorns  to  be  a  journeyman  ;  but  fets  up  for  himfclf,  mar- 
ries a  wife,  and  becomes  the  father  of  a  family. 

Manu/a6iures.^^Thth  have  hitherto  had  little  effeS  on 
the  population,  in  comparifon  of  what  they  will  probably 
foon  have*  Befides  3  corn-mills,  3  fulling  mill^,  x  tot 
malt,  1  for  barley,  a  lint<»roill,  and  lately  a  threfliing  mill, 
there  was  built  in  1780  a  paper-mill,  that  manufactures 
yearly  near  1700  ftones  of  rags,  at  18  d.  the  ftonc,  into 
the  coarfer  kinds  of  p^per.  And  at  the  fame  date,  an  oil- 
mill,  that  preffes  yearly  between  300  and  400  bolls  of 
lintfeed  of  this  country's  growth,  purch&fed  at  18  s.  the 

boll. 

«  The  potatoes  of  crop  1782,  fuffered  as  much  as  the  grain  did  by  the 
feafon  ;  and  farmers  who  could  afford  to  live  on  other  visuals,  general- 
ly refei-ved  theirs  for  die  in  feed  time,  in  hope  of  a  high  price.  Thus' 
the  market  was  overftocked,  and  in  April  and  May»  potatoes  loLd  at  4  d, 
the  peck ;  and  the  poor,  who  had  exhaufted.  their  own  fcanty  (bore,  got^ 
both  feed  and  a  new  dock  of  proviilons  at  a  vei^  moderate  price. 
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1>6I1.  tn  1763,  a  merchant  of  CriefF  erieAed  a  paper- miU^ 
being  the  firfl  of  the  kind,  except  one,  on  the  north  fide  of 
the  Forth  ;  an  oil-mill  in  1775  ;  and  in  1785,  formed  an 
eztenfive  bleachfield  with  iiiitable  machinery.  And  fo 
late  as  179^9  fome  other  mannfadurers  of  thb  town  ered- 
ed  a. mills  for  carding  and  fpinning  cotton,  and  a  third  oil« 
milL  Thefe,  indeed,  for  the  convenience  of  ground  and 
water,  were  built  on  the  oppofite  fides  of  the  rivers  Earn 
and  Torot,  in  the  parifhes  of  Muthil  and  Monivaird ;  jet 
are  here  mentioned,  as  thej  belong  to  inhabitants  of  this 
parifli,  a  confiderable  number  of  whofe  children  as  well  as 
adults  thej  daily  employ.  A  tambou  ing  manufadure 
commenced  here  in  179a,  which  prefently  employs  30 
girls  from  8  to  12  years  of  age.  Thofe  above  10  are  en- 
gaged four  years,  and  thofe  under  10  five :  and  receive  of 
wages,  L.  3, 10  s.  for  the  firft ;  L.  4,  10  s.  the  fecond ;  L.  5, 
10  s.  the  third  ;  L.  6,  10  s.  the  fourth  ;  and  L.  8  for  the  fifth 
year.  There  are  here  two  diftilleries;  one  confumes  500^ 
the  other  250  bolls  of  bear  annually.  And  one  brewery, 
begun  in  17919  which  in  1792  made  9600  gallons  of  beer 
at  14  d.  and  aa  d.  the  gallon  from  40c  bolls  of  bear  at  15  s. 
the  boll.  There  was  a  tannery  built  in  1782,  and  a 
fecond  in  1789.  They  are  both  now  in  the  hands  of  one 
company,  and  are  fuppofed  in  179a  to  Imve  tanned  3100 
hides  of  difierent  fizes,  which,  when  fuUy  manufa£hu:ed, 
may  bring  above  L.  3000.  Of  thefe  hides  981  were  bought 
raw  in  CrieiF  for  L.  375,  the  cow-hides  at  6  s.  9  d.  the  calf 
at  7  s.  and  a  d.  the  done.  Till  within  thefe  few  years,  the 
weavers  chiefly  worked  in  linetf,  woriled  flufi,  druggets, 
and  coarfe  woollen  cloths  for  the  country  ufe.  Befide^ 
thefe,  they  are  now  much  employed  in  working  a  thin 
kind  of  coarfe  Unen  called  Silefias,  vulgarly  Scrims, 
whereof  each  piece  is  27  or  30  inches  broad,  and  9% 
Vol.  IX.  4  F  y»rf# 
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yards  kid,  amountiog    to    io6    from  the   loom.     Eacfc 
piece  brings  tbe  workman  a  giuDca.  and  was  finifhcd  by 
him  b  94  days,   till  the  introdu6Hon  of  the  flj-ftuttle  in 
1791,  by  which  cotitrivance  the  fame  work  is  done  in  14 
days.     This  cloth  is  all  feat  to  Glafgow,  where  it  is  whi- 
tenedand  printed.     In  1790,  only  1078  yards,  but  in  1792^ 
'4>777   y»«"d»  were  wrought   aod'ftamped  in  Crieff,   and 
might  be  fold  brown   at  1  s.  the  yard»    Of  late  a  few 
hands    are  employed   in    weaving  cotton    cloth.      The 
pieces  are  generally  130  yards,  bring  L.  a.  each  to  the 
workman,  and  five  guineas   more  to  the  owner.     The  ex- 
ports   arc,   coarfe  linen,  pack-fheeting,  fackiog,    worfted 
ftufis,   druggets,  tanned  leather,  paper,  lintfeed*oil,  linen 
and  cotton  jram,  and  fome  cotton  cloth ;  befides  L,  7400, 
in  cafh  or  bills  to    England.     The  imports  are,   black 
cattle    and    iheep    for   flaughter,    batter,    cheefe,  meal^ 
bear;  563  bags  of  wheat-flour  for  L.  1042;  501  j  pounds. 
of  tea  ♦  for  L.  983  :  6 :  8  ;  520  cwt.  of  fugar  from  Glaf- 
gow,  and  260  cwt.  from   London,  for  L.4095  ;  whifky, 
porter,   wines,   and  foreign  fpirits ;  cloths,  filks,  muilins, 
and  doathing  artides,  to  the  amount  of  L»47oo,  whereof 
L.3500  from  England,  including  L. 213  for  buttons;  to- 
bacco for  L«  350  ;  hardware  for  L.  340,  ftone  do.   tanned 

leather^ 

*  When  tbe  quantity  is  fpecified,  it  roeint  in  1791.  Above  to  times' 
more  tea  is  ufed  now  than  20  years  ago.  Bewitched  by  the  mollifying 
influence  of  an  enfeebling  potion,  the  very  poon^  clafTes  begin  to  regard- 
it  as  one  of  the  neceflaries  of  life,  and  for  its  fake  reiign  the  cheaper  luid'  . 
more  invigorating  noorifhment  which  the  prodoAions  of  their  country 
afford;  The  change  in  the  mode  of  linng»  in  thi»  and  ibme  other  re> 
4>e^,  has  perhaps  produced  a  change  in  the  natiue  of  difeafes.  The 
Kcute  fever,  that  50  years  ago  often  attacked  the  carelefs  and  robuft, 
and  came  to  a  crifis  in  lo  days^  is  now  rarely  feen ;  but  to  it  hava 
iocceeded  hyilerics,  diieafes  flowing  from  debility  and  relaxation,  and 
the  flow  nervoiit  fcver,>  under  which  tbe  patient  langniflics  for  three  or 
fix  months,  and  probably  never  again  recovers  his  wonted  vigour.  Here*, 
however,  the  people  in  genttial  are  pcfkaps  u  healthy  ai  ia  any  part  of 
J&rltain. 
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Itfftther,  Hntreed,  rags,  ra)v  hides;  lint,  wool  and  raw 
cotton  ;  linen  and  woollen  jarn  ;  djers  ftu£  ;  iron  caft  and 
in  bars;  foreign  uood,  &c.  &c.  For  conveying  thefe 
goods  and  manufafturea,  2  carts  go  regularly  once  a  foit*- 
night  to  Edinburgh ;  2  carts  or  more  once  a  fortnight  to 
Glafgow  ;  4  carts  twice  a- week  to  Perth  ;  and  two  or  3 
carts  twice  ^  a- week  to  Stirling. 

Markets, — There  is  here  a  weekly  market  on  Thurfday 
for  all  kinds  of  butchers  meat,  poultry,  butter,  cheefe^  &c. 
Of  the  firft  article,  there  is  ten  times  more  foM  now  than 
20  years  ago ;  each  kind  too  was  then  to  be  got  only  in 
its  moft  plentiful  feafon,  pork  in  winter,  veal  in  fpring, 
lamb  early  in  fummer,  mutton  from  the  middle  of  fummer 
to  Chriftmas,  beef  from  Lammas  to  Candlemas,  when  it 
almoft  totally  difappcared  for  fix  months.  Now  that  ar- 
ticle never  fails,  and  commonly  fells  at  4d.  veal  3Td.  or 
4d.  mutton  5  d.  4d.  or  3d.  according  to  its  rarity.  Of  fix 
butchers  that  conftantly  fupply  the  market,  one  laft  year 
fold  in  it  73  bullocks,  620  iheep,  and  calves  without  num- 
ber; of  which  laft,  fometimes  30  are  fold  in  one  day.  Du- 
ring the  feafon  wherein  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  ad- 
jacent country  lay  up  powdered  meat  for  winter  and  fpring, 
butchers  from  other  pariflies  bring  great  quantities  to  mar- 
ket;  fo  that  in  November  laft,  the  value  of  L.  200  has  been 
fold  in  one  day,  reckoning  300  ftieep  at  8  s.  and  16  black 
cattle  at  L.  5  a- piece.  That  feafon,  however,  includes  only 
the  months  of  Oftober,  November  and  December,  in  which 
more  meat  is  fold  than  in  all  the  reft  of  the  year  ♦.     Till 

near 

•  Befides  the  weekly  market,  there  are  three  annual  fairs.  The  iirft, 
St  Thomas  market  on  new-year's  day,  for  Ihoes,  home-made  cbthi, 
chapmen's  wares,  &c.  •The  next.  Ducfalage  nurket,  on  the  3d  Tuefday 
of  June  O.  S.  for  the  fame  purpofet,  and  alfo  for  the  fale  of  country 
cattle,  which  can  never  be  extenfive  while  they  are  forced  to  ftand  in  a 
J  fqnare  of  the  town.  The  third,  and  formerly  by  fcr  the  moft  confider* 
«ble.  is  Michaelmas  mtrket,  on  the  loth  of  Odober. 
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near  the  middle  of  this  centorj,  Crieff  had  continuefl  for 
ages  to  he  the  great  mart  to  which  the  dealers  in  Englaird 
annuallj  refortcd,  to  purchafe,  for  the  Englifh  markets,  the 
droves  of  black  cattle  reared  io  the  Highlands  of  Scotland. 
And  old  people  here  fometimes  fpeak  with  deep  regret  of 
the  glorious  fcene  difplajed  to  view,  when  30,000  black 
cattle,  in  different  droves,  overfpread  the  whole  adjacent 
country  for  feveral  miles  around  the  town.  A  man  of  84 
now  lives  in  Crieff,  whofe  grandfather,  for  a  long  feries  of 
years,  uplifted  cuftom  on  that  number  of  cattle,  and  there- 
by made  a  handfpme  profit  to  himfclf,  while  he  paid  L.50 
yearly  to  the  landlord.  But  the  principal  fale  and  meet- 
ing has  fince  that  time  been  removed  to  Falkirk,  and  not 
a  fingle  head  dire&ly  from  the  Highlands  ever  appears  now 
in  the  market  heres  though  10,000  paffed  through  the 
town  the  firft  week  of  OAober  1792,  being  only  the  third 
part  of  what  met  at  Falkirl^  in  thp  fecond  weak  of  that 
month.  Such  droves  as  come  this  way  from  the  north 
Highlands,  always  pafs  at  lead  before  12  at  noon  pf  the  day 
preceding  our  market,  to  avoid  the  cuftomary  duties, 
which  they  would  otherwife  be  obliged  to  pay  *,  that  is,  i  s. 
the  fcore,  or  i  d.  the  head  for  parcels  under  that  number. 
The  cattle- market  here  now  confifls  entirely  of  fuch  beafts 
as  have  been  either  reared  or  at  lead  for  fome  time  grazed 
in  the  country,  and  do  not  exceed  one  thoufand ;  which  are 
commonly  bought  up  by  Scots  butchers  or  graziers.  The 
changing  of  the  market-place  for  highland  cattle  arofe  from 
the  foUowing  caufes.  For  a  confiderable  time  after  the 
beginning  pf  this  century,  the  drovers  from  Argyle,  In- 
yemefs,  Rolsihires,  &c.  paid  nothing  for  the  pafturing 
of  their  cattle  all  the  way  to  the  market ;  but  in  the  im-r 
proving  flate  of  the  country,  graft  became  more  valuable, 
the  roads  more  confined,  and  the  drovers  were  forced  to  in- 
quiry 
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ifiiire  after  the  moft  convenient  and  cheap  roads  from  their 
feveral  homes,  to  the  principal  market-place,  now  at  Fal- 
kirk, where  the  roads  leading  by  the  ihorteft  conrfe  from 
e^'ery  quarter  of  the  Highlands  towards  England,  naturally 
upite  ',  and  where  the  whole  of  the  Argyle  and  near  half 
of  the  Invemefe-fliire  cattle  can  arrive  fomc  days  journey 
earlier  than  if  they  came  by  Crieff.  The  additional  travel 
was  no  lofs,  while  the  pafture  coft  them  nothings  but 
would  now  confiderably  afied  their  profits.  By  the  remo- 
val, alfoy  of  the  noble  family  that  had  a  particular  int«reft 
an  this  market,  extortions  in  the  cuftoms,  and  reftraints  on 
the  cattle  in  paiUng  occurred,  which  juilice  and  patriotifm 
would  have  induced  them  to  prevent,  had  tbey  been  refi- 
ding  in  the  country.  But  efpecially  the  inclofing  of  certain 
lands  adjacent  to  the  town,  about  the  year  Z75O9  by  remo- 
ving fome  of  the  drovers  from  their  ufual  flations,  excited 
fuch  difguft  and  murmurs  as  foon  terminated  in  the  ruin  of 
the  market.  Befides  the  30,000  cattle  above  mentioned,  it 
is  calculated,  that  20,000  met  at  Falkirk  on  what  is  called 
the  Auguft  Tryft  in  1792,  and  above  10,000  more  were  fold 
at  Down  in  Monteith  the  firft  week  of  November  that  year ; 
and  at  leafi  a  third  part  of  both  quantities  pafled  through 
this  town  to  thefe  markets.  So  that  the  lumbers  that  go 
feuth  are  certainly  not  diminifhing,  notwithftanding  the 
increafing  confumption  every  where.  Some  years,  indeed, 
few  in  comparifon  may  crofs  the  Englifh  border ;  but  if  a 
dry  feafon  leflen  the  demand  from  England,  the  extenfive 
paftutes  and  vafi  confumpt  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland,  fufier 
not  the  drovers  to  be  difappointed  of  a  (ale  *• 

Antiqukiii. 

*  The  other  commodities  of  the  Crieff  Michaelmas  market  continue 

nearly  in  the  iamt  ftate  as  formerly ;  particularly  the  fmall  Highland 

horfes,  of  which  near  a  thoufand  appear  there  annually  for  (ale,  as  well 

as  a  confiderable  number  of  the  inferior  kinds  of  country  horfes.    On  the 

.  •  lail 
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jlntiqukiis. — There  is  fcarcelj  anj  monument  of  antiqoi« 
tj  in  the  parifli.  Even  the  Isirge  detached  (tones  arranged 
circularly  on  various  eminences,  and  accounted  temples  of 
the  Druids,  tfe  generally  removed  for  the  fake  of  agricul* 
ture.  The  old  parochial  church  was  an  antique  Gothic 
building,  95  feet  long  within ;  but  being  only  18  feet 
wide,  and  14  in  tl^  quire,  was  not  near  half  the  fize  of  the 
firefent  church.  At  the  demolition  of  it  in  1787,  were 
found  among  the  rubbifl),  about  40  pieces  of  bright  gold 
coin  of  Robert  I.  of  Scotland,  having  that  King's  head 
encircled  with  the  words  Rotertuj  rex  Scotorum^  and  St 
Andrew  with  his  crofs  on  the  reverfi.  Each  piece  was 
equal  in  breadth  to  a  guinea  of  the  prefent  reign,  and  pre- 
cifely  one  fourth  of  it  in  -weight.  They  were  all  miBch 
worn,  and  had  l>een  depofited  in  a  niche  of  the  wall  ix 
feet  ibove  the  ground-floor,  probably  in  fome  time  of  pu- 
blic danger.  On  a  plain,  half  a  mile  fouth  from  the  town, 
is  a  circle  of  12  yards  diameter,  (lately  furroonded  with  a 
low  wall  of  earth  and  flone,  and  now  left  open  in  the 
planation,)  on  which  the  Steward  of  the  King's  eflate  of 
3trathem  formerly  held  his  court,  after  that  earldom  fell  to 
the  Crown  by  the  forfeiture  of  the  Countefs  Joanna,  who, 
having  married  the  Engliib  Earl  of  Warren,  was  found 
guilty  of  treafonable  pradtces  a^inft  Robert  I.  and  the 
office  of  Steward  in  time  became  hereditary  in  the  family 
of  Drummond,  till  the  abolition  of  heritable  jurildidions 
in  1748.  For  the  accommodation  of  that  court,  and  other 
public  bufinels,  was  built  in   i66j  the  prefent   tolbooth, 

which 

laR  Tuefday  of  May,  O.  S.  is  Torot  mtrkft»  for  cattle,  horfes,  S:c.  now 
more  frequented  than  any  other  in  this  part  of  the  country  ;  and  though 
it  ftands  within  the  limits  of  Monivaird  parifli,  yet,  being  within  half  a 
mile  of  Crieflv  more  money  is  that  day  left  among  the  inhabitants  for 
liquors,  clothes,  groceries,  and  all  forts  of  merchandife,  than  on  any  othc? 
ihrongbout  the  year.  3 
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Tvliich  has  a  decent  fpire,  containing  the  town  clock,  and  a 
good  bell,  gifted  in  1725,  as  its  Latin  infcription  bears,  by 
Lord  John  Drummond,  uncle  of  James  the  third  Duke  of 
Perth.  To  that  family  the  fuperiority  of  the  greateft  part 
of  the  town  belongs,  and  the  property  of  fome  of  the  beft 
buildings,  particularly  a  large  and  elegant  aflembly  room, 
built  in  1 790,  and  frequently  honoured  with  the  prefence 
of  the  chief  nobility  and  gentry  of  Perthfhire.  Adjoining 
to  that  is  the  principal  inn,  where  ilrangers  of  any  rank 
may  lodge  comfortably,  and  where  two  chaifes  kept  fx>r 
hire  are  well  employed  -,  although  in  1770,  and  again  in 
1780,  an  attempt  to  keep  one  had  mifcarried. 

Religion^  Poar^  He. — ^John  Drummond  was  minifter  of 
Crieff,  from  1699  to  1755.  In  his  time  none  feparated 
from  the  church,  who  had  been  previoufly  of  the  eltablifli* 
tnpnt ;  but  a  number  ftill  adhered  to  the  Hpifcopal  mode  of 
wor£hip,  whofe  forefathers  in  the  preceding  century,  had^ 
in  Conformity  to  the  wi(bes  of  the  court,  embraced  £pif- 
co^aoy.  During  the  incumbeiMr  of  Thomas  Stewart,  hi» 
immediate  fucceflbr,  about  the  year  1763,  the  Seceders  of 
the  clals  of  Antiburghers  formed  there  a  congregation. 
Next  in  fucceiBoft  was  the  prefent  minifter,  admitted  m 
1770.  In  his  time  arofe  the  teA  called  Bereans,  whofe 
founder  had  been  a  private  tutor  in  the  parifli,  and  formed 
fome  of  his  relations  and  connexions  there  into  a  party  \ 
Thefe,  with  the  Epifcopals  and  Papiils,  have  no  clergyman 

in 

•  RejeAing  efttbliflwd  articlcf  and  confeffions  of  ftith,  they  hold  the 
Bible  to  be  the  only»ccrtain  mlc  of  faith  and  mannen.  At  the  fame 
time,  theyhoW.  that  none  can  be  faved,  except  fuch  as  have  »  full  af- 
iurance  of  their  own  falvation.  and  that  eTcry  one  pofleffing  this  iffii. 
ranee  ii  perfeftly  fafc.  That  afliirwice,  however,  they  do  not  pretend  U> 
^ild  on  the  conformity  of  their  aAions  to  the  rules  of  ChriHianity. 
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in  the  parifli.  The  it&  of  Relief  alfo  was  introdnced 
there  about  the  year  1785,  through  a  ferment  excited  by 
the  fettlement  of  a  minifter  on  a  rcluAant  congregation  in 
the  neighbourhood.  Thej  and  the  Seceders  have  each  a 
clergyman  of  their  own  in  the  partfli.  What  idea  ihould 
be  formed  of  the  feAaries,  confidered  either  in  a  religious 
or  political  light,  would  perhaps  be  a  fruitleis  inquiry ; 
but  as  they  do  not  maintain  their  own  poor,  they  tend 
evidently  to  the  diminution  of  the  ordinary  funds  for 
maintaining  the  poor  of  the  pariih,  for  whom  no  afleflment 
is  made,  and  who  are  fupplied  merely  from  the  coUedions 
mt  the  church-door.  Thefe  are  more  than  doubled  within 
the  laft  20  years,  owing  chiefly  to  the  enlargement  of  the 
church*  and  confequently  greater  number  of  contributors  ^ 
and  partly  to  the  increafing  wages,  or  even  luxury  and 
vanity  of  the  lower  claires.*^Colle£Bons  for  the  poor  were 
in  1772,  L.  25  : 1 :  3;  in  1792,  L. 54  :  6  :  i.  About  the 
year  17801  female  ftrvants  and  others  of  that  rank  began 
firft  to  wear  ribbons.  Confcious  of  attrafdng  fuperior 
notice,  fuperior  charity  w)|^alfo  difplayed  ;  and  the  xefult 
muft  have  proved  very  conliderable,  had  it  continued  to 
keep  pace  with  the  vaft  improvement  in  the  drels  of  both 
fexes,  during  the  ihort  intervening  period.  For  inftead  of 
the  grave  and  foHd  produdions  of  the  country,  the  gay 
cloths,  filks,  muflins,  and  printed  cottons  of  England,  adorn 
on  Sundays  almoft  every  individual.  The  colledions, 
which  would  be  much  greater  if  all  the  heritors  refided 
and  attended  the  church,  might  tolerably  fupport  the  poor 
that  are  natives  of  the  pariih,  but  are  far  from  being  fuffici- 
ent  to  prevent  begging,  and  to  maintain  the  great  number 
of  poor  that  arife  through  the  influx  of  indigent  families 
from  the  Highlands,  whofe  fmall  flock  joined  to  their  la- 
bour fupports  them  for  three  years  without  begging,  after 

which 
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which  they  often  fall  upon  the  parifli  funds.  Including 
ftich  as  are  fupplied  weekly,  69  perfons,  all  of  difTeient 
families,  appear  on  the  lift  as  Occafionally  fupplied  in  1792 ; 
and  to  thefe  might  be  added  26  more,  who,  as  well  as  they, 
have  been  relieved  from  other  foutees  of  charity.  For 
befides  the  colleftions,  fome  of  the  heritors  have  at  times 
beien  vtrj  liberal  in  their  donations  of  meal  and  money, 
or  wood  for  fuel ;  efpecialty  in  the  winter  of  that  year, 
when  peats  had  been  loft  by  the  wet  fummer,  and  coals 
greatly  advanced  in  price,  above  400  carts  of  wood  were 
given  gratis,  by  two  heritors,  and  money  advanced  by 
others  to  purchafe  coals.  There  is  nothing,  indeed,  that 
the  people  in  general  feel  more  than  the  difficulty  of  pro- 
curing fuel  •• 

Languagt, — ^The  people  fpeak  the  Englifli  language  in 
the  beft  Scotch  dialed :  although  the  Gaelic  be  commonly 
fpoken  at  the  diftance  of  three  miles  north,  or  four  weft 
from  Crieff,  yet  no  adult  natives  of  the  lowland  part  of 
the  pariQi  can  either  fpeak  or  underftand  it.  They  have 
not  even  contraded  the  peculiar  tone  of  that  language,  by 
their  intercourfe  with  the  numerous  Highland  families  now 

Vol.  IX.  4  G  refiding 

*  The  pooreft  families  have  nothing  but  fticks  and  broom»  the  next 
ciafs  have  a  roitture  of  woo4,  peats  and  coals ;  bu^  thofe  who  can  afford 
it,  find  coal  alone  by  far  the  cheapelt  fuel,  though  it  mull  be  brought 
%^  miles  by  land  carriage.  As  the  price,  however,  of  that  article  is 
fometvhat  advanced  at  the  coal-mine,  and  the  demand  there  become 
greatftf  tiiroiigli  various  circumiUnces  the  rife  accidcnuUy  produced 
uere  of  late  will  hardiy  be  removed  by  the  fcheme  of  fine  toll- roads  now 
in  agitation,  nor  indeed  by  any  thing  elfe,  except  the  fuccefs  of  thofe 
lexertions  now  making  to  find  coal  in  this  neighbourhood.  Nothing 
coold  be  more  advantageous  to  this  part  of  the  country  than  fuch  an  ac- 
fjaifition;  and  next  to  that,  the  forming  a  canal  between  ■  rieflT  and 
Perth,  fo  foon  as  the  progrefs  of  manufadbiits  and  of  ether  improvcmcnta 
Qiui  afford  the  needful  expenie.  i 
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refiding  in  the  toi^n.  Many  indeed  of  thefe  underftand  oq 
other  language  bat  the  Geielic,  and  their  children  bom  in 
Crieff  fpeak  that  alone  for  a  few  years  as  their  mother* 
tongue  The  great  number  of  thefe  Highland  families, 
their  general  poverty,  their  frequent  ignoran9e  in  the 
grand  fubjeds  of  revelation,  their  incapacity  of  deriving 
benefit  from  the  public  religious  fervice  performed  in  the 
Engliih  language,  the  happy  effects  to  themfelves  and  to 
fociety  that  might  refult  from  a  proper  regard  paid  to  their 
intereii  and  comfort,  are  all  fuch,  as  juftly  to  merit  the 
humane  attention  and  friendly  aid  of  the  Society  for  pro* 
pagating  Chriftian  knowledge.  A  fmall  annuity  allotted 
to  a  prudent  man  qualified  to  inllrud  and  catechize  thefe 
people  on  Sundays,  would  be  an  undoubted  a£t  of  piet^ 
^Xki.  beneficence. 


MUMBEIl 
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TOWN  AND   PARISH  OF  INVERNESS, 


(CouNTT  OF  Inverness,  Stnod  of  Moray,  Presbytery 
OF  Inverness.) 


By  the  Rfo.  Mejfrs  Robert  Rose,  Georoe  Watson, 
imd  Axexander  Fraser,  Minifters  of  that  Totom  and 
Parijb. 


Name,  Situation^  Exienif  Surface^  and  CUmaU. 

TNverness  was  anciently  written  Innernefs.  The  town 
-^  of  Invernefs,  from  which  the  parifh  has  its  name^  is  fi« 
tuated  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Nefs.  Inner  is  Gaelic, 
and  expreffive  of  that  fituation.  'llie  river  derives  its 
name  from  Lochnefs,  which  is  its  fotirce.  Some  promon- 
tories and  headlands  in  our  own  and  in  other  northern  coun« 
tries,  are  called  Neis,  as  Buchannei3>  the  Nacs  of  Norwaj, 
Ne(s  quafi  nofe,  from  its  prominency.  But  no  promontory 
is  in  Lochnefs  *.     The  parifh  of  Invemefs  is  lo  computed 

miles 

*  This  led  fome   curious  perfons   (Lowthorp's  Abridg.  of  the  PbiL 
Tranf.  II.  222.)    to   feck  for    the  origin  of  tbe    suune  in  the  trv 

4itioi» 
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miles  longy  and  sf  broad.  The  appearance  of  the  countrf 
is  various  ;  it  is  paitlj  flat,  partly  hillj,  rockj  and  moun* 
tainous.  The  foil  is  fertile,  tlie  general  charader  of  it  is, 
with  (ome  exceptions,  a  black  loam,  rather  light,  and  on  a 
gravelly  bottom.  The  air  is  dry  and  healthy,  confequently 
we  are  not  afSided  with  any  peculiar  dileafe.  Fevers 
fometimes  make  their  appearance,  particularly  in  the  fpring 
and  autumn ;  but  upon  inquiry,  we  feldom  fail  of  difcover* 
ing  the  caufe  in  the  inattention  and  foolhardine&  of  the 
patient.  '  Epidemical  fevers  rarely  vifit  us.  Fevers,  it  ia 
believed,  are  not  fo  fatal  with  ns  as  formerly ;  this  is  attri- 
buted to  the  cool  regimen  and  antifeptics,  which  are  the 
general  praftice.  The  fmall-pox  which,  before  the  intro- 
duftian  of  tnoculitiDti,  preyed  fo  fad  a  bar  to  the  increafe 
of  tfae.people,  will  foon  in  this  partih,  it  is  hoped,  be  no 
bar  at  all.  The  fuccels  which  attends  it  has  done  away 
almoft  every  prejudice  in  its  disfavour.     A  fquare  wrighr, 

wha 

ditions  of  old  bards.  By  thrfe  traditions  they  were  informed,  that  Njfos, 
an  Irifli  hero,  had  fettled  a  colony  of  his  countrymen  in  Strath-harick. 
The  en  of  this  event  ia  pafled  over  in  fUence.  Veftign,  however,  of 
his  caftle  and  fortrefs  are  ftiil  to  be  feen,  on  the  fummit  of  Dun  Dear- 
dijij,  a  rock  of  high  elevation,  at.  a  Ihort  diftancc  from  the  lake.  The 
rqpk  had  its  name  from  L)omadilla»  the  Lady  of  Nyfus.  This  hero  built 
a  barge,  and  was  the  firft  who  failed  tlie  lake.  Hence  Lochnefs.  We 
reliih  Xibt  the  derivation  frum  Nyfus,  and  will  haaard  a  conjecture  of 
our  own.  The  two  rli-ert  whidi  have  their  courfe  through  the  country 
ilC.$tr*t^-b<utck,  aiid  difcharge  themfelves  in  Lochnefs,  are  Carrigack  and 
Ff  chloio.  TJicfe  riven  are  remarkable  for  high  catara^s,  particularly^ 
FccLloin.  In  this  river  and  neir  the  mouth  of  it.  is  the  Fall  of  ir'oyres» 
a'^remendouscamni^.  This  catarac^l  aunufls  the  notice  of  all  travellers, 
apd  when  a  flood  is  in  the  rive/r-  Ailkes  the  beholder  with  aftonifliment. 
^Js,  in  ch^  Gaelic  language  fignifies  a  "  watertall  or  cataradl.'*  Tlie 
lake  which  is  fupplied  with  the  water  of  this  fall,  might  not  unaptly  be 
called  Lochnefs,  that  is  the  lake  of  the  cauraA.  The  names  of  places^ 
lajies  and  rivers,  are  not  unfrequcntly  taken  from  the  moft  important  and 
ftriking  oljeAs  in  their  vicinity ;  here  th*  objcdl  is  awfully  ftriking>. 
and  the  relauon  dofer  than  that  which  is  fonned  merely  by  vicinity. 
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Urbo  refines  mt  tbe  Hiftance  iA  two  miies  from  the  towb, 
and  who  (ufibred  in  &is  family  by  the  natural  {mall-pox,  is 
become,  with  the  lower  clafe  of  people;  an  inoctdator.  The 
firft  he  inocokted  was  a  child  of  his  own,  and  an  only  child. 
He  forcibly  inculcates  a  fedulous  attention  to  light  bed- 
clothes, frefh  air,  cleanlinels,  and  fimple  diet.  He  is  a  fnc- 
ce6fui  inocuhtof,  and  has  the  generofity  to  pra£Hfe  gratis. 
We  have  not  heard  of  any  remarkabte  inftance  of  longer- 
rity  in  this  pariih.  Perfons  of  80,  and  fome  years  beyond 
that  period,  are  not  uncommon ;  a  few  we  have  known  who 
fiirvived  92  and  93  years,  but  not  one  who  lived  up  to  a 
foil  loe. 

Lake  and  /{n^^.^-^Loehnefs  is  partly  in  this  parfih.  '  It  is 
•4  miles  long,  and  at  a  medium  a  broad.  Soon  after  the 
Revolution,  it  was  founded  by  one  George  Scot,  with  560  ' 
&thoms,  and  afterward  by  a  Copctiin  Orton,  with  a  whole 
barrel  of  plumb-line,  but  without  fucceik;  no  bottr>m  could 
be  found  *.  Sir  John  Pringle,  however,  who  in  the  year 
1746  was  with  the  army  at  Fort  Auguftus,  fays  f ,  that  th€ 
common  fouitdings  are  from  116  to  120  fathoms,  and  thaT 
in  one  place  they  ran  to  135.  On  the  foppofition  that  Ifae 
ibundings  of  either  period  were  general  over  the  whole 
lake,  and  nor  panioahu*,  confined  to  different  parts  of  it,  we 
cannot  help  confidering  the  foundings  of  the  latter  period  to 
be  the  more  probable  account.  But  when  the  great  extent 
of  the  lake  is  attended  to,  it  feems  not  unlikely  that  the 
former  and  latter  foundings  were  in  different  parts  of  the 
lake.  It  is  very  probable  that  the  latter  foundings  were  in 
the  fottth  end  of  it«  near  which  the  army  then  lay  in  en- 
campment.    The  foundings  by  George  Scot  and  Captain 

Orton, 

•  Lowthorp*s  Abridg.  of  the  Phil.  Tianf.  IL  %%%x 
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Orton,  were  communicated  to  the  Rojal  Society;  by  tii# 
Rev,  Mr  James  Frafer,  then  minifler  of  KirkhiU,  near  In- 
vemelsy  who  was  a  diilind  and  accurate  perfon,  as  well  as 
learned  and  ingenious  :  This  gentleman  relates  to  the  So- 
ciety, at  the  £ame  time  with  the  above,  fome  curious  obf^r* 
vations  be. made  on  a  {mall  lake  near  Lochn^s,  in  thefe 
words:    *'  To  the  weftward  of  the  caftle  of   Urquhart, 
above  4  miles,  ftands-the  great  mountain,   Meal  fourvouny^ 
of  a  rpund,  neat,  high  ih.ipe,  and  may  be  2  miles  perpen- 
dicular height  from  the  lake.     Upon  the  very  top  of  this 
hilly  there  is  a  lake  of  cold  frefh  water,  about  30  fathoms 
in  length  and  6  broad,  no  courfe  or  ftream  running  to  it  or 
from  it.     I  plumbed  with   100  fatlioms  of  Coiall  line,  but 
could  find  no  bottom.     Itts  always  equally. fiill,  and  never 
freezes."     Lochnefs  and  the  river  lie  between  the  57th  and 
58th  degrees  N.  L.     They  were  never  known  to  freeze 
by  the  eztremeft  cold  experienced  in  fo  northern  a  climate. 
They  not  only  do  not  freeze,  but  diflblve  froft  in  bodies 
that  are  put  into  them.     We  have  frequently  obferved 
wiifherwomen  dip  linens,  when  ftiffened  by  froft,  in  the  ri- 
ver to  thaw  them.     The  river  in  frofty  weather  fmokes^ 
and  a  thick  fog  hangs  over  it,  which  fometimes  fpreads  t<> 
a  confiderable  diftance,  and  greatly  mitigates  the  coldneb 
pf  the  air  on  either  fide.     This  is  common  to  the  lake  \ 

The 

*  Sir  George  Mackenzie,  who  was  King's  Advocate  in  the  reign  of 
fibarles  II.  in  a  communication  to  the  Royal  Society,  relates  as  follows. 
«•  Dr  George  Mackenzie  who  lives  at  Invemefs  told  me,  that  he  obfervea 
rofemary  though  uncovered  to  continue  in  the  gardens  about  Lochnefs 
fide,  notvvithftanding  the  lafl  winter's  long  and  violent  frofts ;  whereas, 
a  far  lefs  violent  winter  ordinarily  kills  all  the  rofemary  which  is  in 
gardens,  that  lie  in  warmer  places,  and  at  the  fca  fide.  And  though  I 
live  near  it,  and  in  a  better  foil  and  warmer  fituation,  yet  any  winter 
more  than  ordinarily  cold  kills  my  rofemary,  though  covered  over  with 
ftiaw  and  litter  I'his  he  attributes,  (and  I  think  upon  good  ground}^ 
to  the  warmth  occafioned  by  thofe  ftreama  that  frequently  arife  from  t&at 
lakef/' 

I  Lowthorp*!  Abridg.  IL  22. 
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The  ivater,  notwithflandiog,  when  taken  out  of  the  lake 
or  river^  freezes  as  foon  as  an  j  other ;  and  when  the  de- 
gree of  cold  is  extreme,  even  the  agitation  of  the  water  in 
carrying  it  to  diftant  parts  of  the  town,  does  not  hin- 
der its  freezing  by  the  way.  The  water  is  foft,  has  no  mi- 
neral tafte,  and  eaiily  bears  foap,  and  yet  is  believed  to  be 
impregnated  with  fome  mineral  fabftance,  for  it  proves  lax- 
ative to  perfons  who  are  not  in  the  nfe  of  drinking  it.  This 
cffeft  it  has  on  horfes.  Travellersor  their  fervants  are  there- 
fore invariably  direded  by  innkeepers  to  another  ilream  to 
water  their  horfes.  The  water,  however,  has  no  more  ef- 
ieSt  on  animals  in  the  ufe  of  drinking  it  than  any  other 
water.  We  have  not  heard  that  it  was  attempted  to  in- 
veftigate  and  afcertain,  by  chymical  anaJy&,  the  gompo- 
iicnt  parts  of  the  Nefs  water  ♦.    The  lake  is  navigated  by 


•  The  not  freezings  of  Lochnefr  has  been  afcribed  by  fome  to  mtny 
fonntuns  (uppofed  to  be  in  the  lake,  and  by  others  to  hot  fprings ;  but 
by  Sir  John  Pringle  (on  the  Difeafes  of  the  Army)  to  the  great  drpth 
of  the  lake,  Count  MarfiUi  obferving  that  the  fca,  from  6  to  1 20  fathoms, 
is  of  the  fame  degree  of  heat  from  December  to  the  beginning  of  April. 
Now,  fays  Sir  John,  it  is  reafonablc  to  believe,  that  the  great  depths  in 
frefli  water,  will  be  little  more  affcdlcd  than  thofe  of  the  fea  with  the 
heat  and  coldnefi  of  the  air,  and  therefore  that  the  furface  of  Lochnefs 
may  be  kept  from  freeiing,  by  the  vaft  body  of  water  underneath,  of  m 
degree  of  heat  confiderably  greater  than  the  freezing  point.  Another  cir- 
cnmftance  he  fays  concnrs;  there  is  never  any  perfe^  calm  upon  the  lake, 
and  the  wind  blowing  always  from  one  end  to  the  other,  makes  fuch  an 
undulation  as  muft  much  obftrua  the  freezing  of  the  water.  He  fays 
further,  this  account  feemi  to  be  confirmed  by  an  ohfervation  commonly 
made  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  is,  that  when  the  water  is  taken  out 
of  the  lake  and  kept  from  motion,  it  then  freezes  as  foon  as  any  other 
water.  We  know  not  whether  the  Count  hu  afceitained  the  degree  of 
heat  in  great  depths  of  |he  fea  with  precifion.  It  is  not  probable,  how. 
ever,  that  the  beat  arifing  merely  from  the  depth  of  the  great  body  of 
water  underneath,  and  (aid  by  Sir  John,  on  the  authority  of  the  Count,  to 
U  confiderably  greater  than  the  freezing  poiflt,  is  fo  great  m  to  counter- 
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aRtng^s  galley,  to  fuppAj  the  garrifon  ftationed  at  Fort 
Attgnftos  with  ftores.  The  ftores  gre  conveyed  by  land* 
carriage  to  die  lake ;  for  the  river  is  not  «avigabk  beyond 
the  harbour.  The  river  is  6  miles  long,  dividing  the  parifli 
and  town  nneqnally :  it  mns  (lowly,  with  placid  majefty,  • 
never  overCowing  its  banlui  in  a  channel  whofie  ftll  i» 
fiearcely  lo  feet.  In  the  river,  at  a  fbart  diihnioe  £aiibb 
from  the  town,  is  a  deligfatfiil  ifland.  Several  yean  aga^ 
the  trees  in  this  ifland,  dilcovered,  from  great  age,  firoog 
fymptoms  of  decay.  The  magifkrates  ordered  them  to  be 
cut  down,  and  their  place  to  be  (applied  with  a  photation 
of  different  fpecies  of  forcfl-trees.  1  his  plas^tatioa  thffivti 
amazingly,  and  is  a  great  ornament  to  the  valley. 

aA  Uie'coldnefs  of  the  air  and  ubt^fu^  the  ffcesing  cf  the  forface,  when 
the  chcriDometcr  is  (q  low  as  23  degrees  luider  the  freezing  point,  which 
it  iometinaes  it  in  the  pariih  of  iDTerncfi,  if  not  lower.  S:r  John  fertned 
to  have  been  appreheriive  of  this,  in  ad  veiling  to  the  omftant  undulation 
of  the  lake  That  Uicbnefs,  from  itsfitaatioD,  is  never  perfedlly  calm,  we 
believe  to  be  nearly  true.  Bat  we  may  be  certain  that  the  fiuall  lake,  on 
the  very  top  of  Meal  foorvouny,  from  its  fituattoo  likewife,  and  having 
no  ftream  rvnning  to  it  or  from  it,  is  at  times  perfedlly  calm,  and  yet  it 
is  as  little  liable  to  have  ice  an  Lochnefs.  The  Nefs  water,  indeed,  when 
taken  out  of  the  Ukacr  liver  freezes  as  fuon  a«  aiy  other  ;  hut  this  is  not 
owing  to  its  being  kept  in  a  ftire  of  reft  ;  for  its  conflant  fludluation  in 
water  veilels,  from  the  river  to  diftant  pans  of  the  town,  does  not  in  hard 
froft,  obftrtt(5l  U<  congealing  by  the  way.  The  water,  when  taken  ont 
of  tb«  lake  or  river,  whether  kept  at  leil  or  in  mution,  freeze^  a«  Toan  as 
any  other.  It  feems  not  then  likely,  that  the  not  fieeaing  of  LuchneCs  is 
comprehended  in  the  priuciple  of  the  Count  Marlilli.  Whatever  it  is 
which  hinders  the  freezing  of  the  lake,  will  readily  be  allowed  to  be  that 
which  hu)ders  the  freezing  of  the  river,  and  which  difTolves  froft  in  bodies 
that  are  put  into  i^  even  at  the  diltance  of  6  miles  from  the  lake,  and  to 
be  th«t,  which  likew-ife  c  ccafions  the  i'mokiog  qf  the  lake  and  river  in 
frofty  weather,  and  £>  rein«rka,bly  mitigates  the  coldnefs  of  the  air  on 
their  baakf.  If  fo,  the.  heat  owing  merely  to  the  depth  of  the  great  body 
of  waur  ttt.dcrneath,  and  faid^o  be  coniiderably  greater  than  the  freezing 
point,  will  not  go  far,  if  indeed  any  way,  in  Accounting  for  the  not  Ireet 
zing  of  Lochaeff. 
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Fifif^r^lrx  the  river  Nels  are  falmon,  bull  trouts,  and 
flounders.     The  falmon-fiihiag  begins  on  the  30th  of  No- 
vember,  and  ends  the  i8th  of  September.     The  Berwick 
'  Fiihing  Companj  hate  fijQied  this  river  near  40    years. 

They  pay  L.  230  a-year  to  the  proprietors  of  the  lower 
divifion  of  the  river,  and  about  L.  100  to  the  proprietors  of 
the  upper  divifioOi  beyond  the  cruives  and  bulwarks,  as  a 
compenfation  for  the  Saturday  flop,  or  breach  in  the  bul- 
warks, from  the  fetting  of  the  fun  on  Saturday,  till  its  ri- 
fing  on  Monday ;  to  which  the  heritors  of  this  diviiion,  to 
kt  the  fiih  pais  upward,  are  entitled  by  flatute.    The  quan- 
tity of  ialmon  caught  in  the  river  is  believed  to  amount^ 
one  year  with  another,  to  300  or  350  barrels.     In  the  be- 
ginning of  the  (eafon,  the  falmon  is  packed  in  kits  for  the 
London  market^  and  fetches  a  high  price.     The  kafe  of 
the  Berwick  Fiihing  Company  is  nearly  expired  ;  it  is  faid 
a  renewal  of  it  will  not  be  obtained  for  leis  tlian  double 
the  prefent  rent.     There  is  but  little  of  the  falmon  fold 
here,  and  that  little,  by  favour  to  particular  perfoiis,  at  3  d. 
the  lb.     The  buU  trouts  are  not  packed,  but  fold  here^ 
and  at  3  d.  the  lb. ;  fome  of  them  are  very  large,  weigh- 
ing from  10  to  I  a  lb.     They  generally,  however,  weigh 
only  from  3  to  4  lb.     The  flounders  are  not  good ;  their 
flefli,  like  that  of  all  freflxwater  flounders,  is  foft,  and  of 
indiflferent  flavour.    The  fea-coaft  is  3  miles  Iong»  and  flat 
and  fandy.     The  fifli  caught  on  this  coaft,  are  herrings,  and 
garvocks,  or  fprats.     The  herrings  are  fmall^  but  very  de- 
iicious,  if  drefled  the  day  they  are  Caught.     They  are  only 
occafional  vifirants  on  this  coaft.     In  fome  years,  there  is 
iiot  the  kaft  appearance  of  them  ;  in  others,  leis  or  more 
fcanty ;  but  a  great  and  plentiful  fhow  may  be  faid  to  b« 
father  uacooatnon.   Two  or  three  adventurers  on  the  boun- 
ty,  in  plentiful  years,  fiflied  here,  and  it  i^  faid,  with  tole- 
VoL.  IX-  4  H  rabto 
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of  April  till  the  latter  end  of  May,  and  the  oats  and  peafe 
from  the  beginning  of  March  till  the  middle  of  April, 
Some  rye  is  fown  mixed  with  oats,  but  beans  may  be  (aid 
to  be  no  crop  at  all  in  this  parifli.  Generally  the  com  is 
not  gathered  in  before  the  middle  of  Odober,  rarely  in 
September,  and  in  fome  years  not  before  the  latter  end  of 
November.  Potatoes  are  raifed  in  great  abandance,  and 
arc  of  very  great  importance.  They  conftitute  the  prin- 
cipal p.  rt  of  the  food  of  the  lower  cla&Lof  the  inhabitants 
for  more  than  three  quarters  of  the  year.  They  are  plant- 
ed  from  the  middle  of  April  till  the  middle  of  May,  and  in 
drills  with  the  plough.  About  the  middle  of  Auguft  we 
begin  to  raife  them  for  immediate  fupply ;  but  the  cqrn 
barveft  bufineis  is  completely  ended  before  we  raife  them, 
for  ftoring.  It  may  be  obferved  here,  that  we  know 
nothing  in  this  partfli  of  the  difeafe  called  curled  tops, 
which  proves  fo  prejudicial  to  this  ufefiil  plant  in  fome 
other  places.  Field  turnips,  white  and  yellow,  are  fown 
from  the  middle  of  June  till  the  fecond  week  of  July,  and 
in  drills.  There  is  no  hemp  fown,  and  but  little  flax,  and 
that  for  private  ufe  only.  It  would  be  tedious  to  mention 
the  variety  that  fli]l  obtains  in  the  rotation  of  crops,  llie 
rooft  approved  coiirfe,  however,  is  gaining  ground  among 
us,  and  will,  it  is  expeded,  become  prevalent.  Much  is 
done  in  the  way  of  inclofing,  but  much  remains  to  be 
done.  The  value  land  derives  from  being  inclofed  is  uni* 
verfally  acknowledged.  A  tield  at  the  diftance  of  about 
half  a  mile  from  the  town  was  lately  inclofed  -,  when  open 
it  jielded  only  L.  8.  rent.  It  was  inclofed  at  the  expeofe 
of  between  L.  25  and  30,  and  was  fold  at  the  price  of 
L.  550,  and  reckoned  by  the  purcha&r  a  good-  bargain. 
Sea- ware,  (Ireet  and  flable  duag,  and  lime,  are  all  ufed  for 
Ittanure*    The  fea-ware  i$  much  afied  by  thole  who  live 

near 
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near  the  fliore.  The  ^agKfli  plough  drawn  by  two  horfes, 
aad  wifhouc  a  drivec,  is  now  generally  ufed.  The  lotver 
cla&  of  farmers  at  fome  dillance  from  the  town,  and  in 
hilly  and  ftony  ground^  ule  with  a  driver  the  Scotch  plough, 
dntwn  by  four  fmaU  horfes,  or  four  or  fix  oxen,  or  horfes 
and  odcen  together*  Iiord  Kames's  harrows  were  tried  here 
by.  fome,  but  are  d^fcohtinued.  Drill  ploughs  and  rollers. 
of  variousl  kinds  are  ufed  here.  The  draught  horfes  of 
the  better  (brt  of  £armera  are  from  14  to  16  hands  high, 
and  were  a  few  years  ago  bou^t  S»r  from  10  to  1 2  guineas 
each.  The 'price  is  now  much,  raifed,  even  to  L.  16  and  to 
L.  lo.  This  has  induced  feveral  in  the  pariih  to  keep 
breeding  maresi,  in  which  they  will  undoubtedly  find  their 
advantage  *•     The  land*reat  of  the  whole  parifli  was  in 

the 

«  Price  of  Labour  and  Prtv/ftons.^^  \  plougbman  hts  from  L.  5  to 
L.  7  a  y^ar,  with  6  bolls,  hftlfoar  and  half  bear  meal,  a  boui«,  kail^yard^ 
httiA  for  potatoes ;  his  peats  une  carried  home  likewife,  and  foiaa  have 
giir»  for  a  cow  ;  bat  the  laft  is  not  common.  Tbefe  fervants  live  com- 
fortably, their  wives  are  employed  in  little  mamifa^ures  for  clothing  their 
own  families  and  for  fale,  and  fometimes  in  fptnning  for  the  mamifac- 
tures  at  Jnvemefs,  and  earn  about  1  s.  a-weefe.  A.  woman  farm  lervdot'i 
fee  is  L;  I,  i2s.  and  matntenaacQ  in  the  houfe»  and  a  herd^s  wages  are 
much  the  fame.  A  mafon's  wages  a-day,  from  I  s.  6  d.  to  I  s.  8  d  ;  a 
Wright's  from  I  s.  to  i  s.  4d. ;  a  tailor's  6d.  with  maintenance.  Weavers 
and  (hoemakers  work  by  the  piece.  Day-laboure-s  at  ditching,  digging, 
and  other  out-work,  from  8d.  to  is.;  threfhing  of  corn  8d.  the  boll. 
Women  reapers  6  d.  without  maintenance.  Men-reapers  8  d.  or  10  d.  no 
maintenance.  Mowing  rye-grafs  and  clover,  from  as.  6d  t0  38.  6d* 
the  acre,  according  to  the  weight  of  the  crop,  or  f  s.  6d.  the  day*^ 
Women  in  weeding  and  hoeing  potatoes,  are  paid  at  the  rate  o{  5  d.  the 
day. — There  are  two  weekly  markets  at  invernefs:  beef,  mniioii  and 
pork*  coft  from  2^d  to  4d.  the  puurtd.  Vea!  and  lamb  at  the  beginniiig 
of  the  fcafon  may  perhaps  be  reckoned  dear,  but  afterward  very  realbn- 
able.  The  old  cuftom  of  laying  up  in  fait  a  faniily'<i  whole  Aock  of 
beef  for  the  year  at  Martinmas  is  long  happily  difcontinaed,  and  a  far 
better  obtains.  Stall-feeding  in  this  pariHi  and  the  neighbourho-xj  has 
bcea  well  underftood  for  a  conltderable  time,  and  pradliifed  to  advantage, 

and 
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the  year  1754,  3268  bolls  and  3  firlots  viftual,  and  1.575, 
7  s.  xi-^d.  Sterling.   The  boU  at  that  period  was  valoed  to 
llie  tenant  at  9  meiks  Scots  or  ics.  Sterlings  with  cnftoms 
uid  fervices,  which  were  of  little  valiie  to  the  proprietor^ 
bat  often   of  diftreiling  confieqoences  to  the  tenant.   The 
cuftoms  and  fervices  are  aboliihed.     The  land-rent  is  rifea 
bx  beyond  double  the  above,  and  is  flill increafing,  .nor  are 
the  tenants  by  any  means  overburdened  ;  they  are  much 
better  able  to  pay  the  prefent  rents  than  they  were  to  pay 
the  former,  when  opprefled.by  ignorance  and  indolence, 
cuftoms  and  fervices.     Many  acres  of  wade  land  too  have 
been  improved  fince  the  year   1754,   bearing   luxuriant 
crops  of  com,  which  add  coniiderably  to  the  rental  of  the 
pari(h.     {t  cannot  be  faid  with  precifion  what  the  number 
of  acres  in  the  pariih  is,  as  all  the  eftates  have  not  been 
meafured.    The  number  however  cannot  be  under  5000 
arable  acres.  At  prefent  lands  let  at  from  13  s.  to  L.  a  an 
acre  Garden  ground  near  the  town  lets  at  from  L.  4  to  L.  5. 
Few  eftates  have  been  fold  in  this  pariih  for  many  years. 
Lands  were  lately  bought  for  no  leis  than  35  years  pur- 
chafe,  and  lands  too  cultivated  to  the  utmoft,  almoft  all 
garden-ground.    There  are  about:    50  heritors^  14  or  16 

may 

and  the  markets  are  well  fupplicd  with  beef  of  the  beft  quaUty  the  whole 
year  round.  Hens  ftid  ducks  are  fold  at  6  d.  8  d.  or  9d.  each  ;  chickens 
and  ducklings,  at  3d. ;  a  goofe  i  s.  4  d.  or  i  s.  ^  d. ;  a  turkey  1  s.  6  d.  or 
5  s.  according  to  the  goodneis.  The  fifli>market  is  well  fupplied  with 
cods,  haddocks,  whittings,  (katei,  flounders,  flee.  flee,  in  their  feaJlpns,  aU 
mt  moderate  prices,  rarely  high,  and  fome  years  herrings  are  in  fuch  abun- 
dance as  to  be  fold  not  by  tale  but  by  meafure,  A  Scots  pint  of  warm 
milk  is  fold  at  a  d.  and  of  ikimmed  milk  at  1  d. ;  a  dozen  eggs  at  1  d. ;  cheefe 
at  from  48.  to  5  s.  the  ftone;  frefli-butter  for  8  d.  the  lb. ;  fal^butter  at' 
from  10  s.  6  d.  to  iis.  the  ftone;  oat-meal  at  from  14  s.  to  17  s.  the 
boll*  nine  ftones  to  the  boll ;  bear  and  peafe  meal  at  1 1  s.  and  fometlmes 
14  s»  the  boll,  ten  ftones  ;  jK>tatoes  generally  6  d.  the  peck,  they  are  fold 
\y  pieafure,  the  peck  weighs  32  lb.  Amfterdam.  Biitcher-meat»  butteff 
fiheefei  and  meal,  are  sU  fold  here  h    the  Amfterdun  weight. 
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mxf  be  reckoned  confideraUe.  There  are  4  of  them  non^ 
refiding'i  but  on  the  eftates  of  thfenon-refiding  heritors  im* 
provements  are  going  forward  in  various  kinds,  as  well  as 
on  the  eftates  of  thofe  who  confiantlj  reiide.  The  land- 
rent  of  the  pariih  is'not  nearly  equal  to  the  expenditure  of 
the  proprietors;  their  other  properties  and  refources  are  very 
confiderable.  The  fmall  tenantry  are  gradually  wearing 
away  ^  in  a  little  time  there  will  be  none  of  them ;  the  rents 
of  the  more  confiderable  tenants  are  from  L.  40  to  L.3oa. 
The  farmer  who  pays  the  greateft  rent  in  the  pariih  has 
feveral  fubtenants.  Monopolizing  of  farms  began  here 
about  25  years  ago.  This  evidently  affeds  the  population 
of  the  country  part  of  the  pariih ;  but  fortunately  the  de- 
ficiency is  more  than  compenfated  by  the  manufa&ures 
eilabliihed  in  the  town,  which  have  increa£ed  coniiderably 
its  population,  and  not  a  fingle  individual  is  under,  the 
neceiiity  of  leaving  hb  native  home,  to  feek  for  employ- 
ment and  bread  at  a  diitance,  in  another  country. — The 
horfes  in  the  pariih  amount  to  about  600 ;  the  black  cattle 
looa;  and  there  may  be  about  1000  iheep,  generally. of  the 
old  fmall  breed  of  the  Highlands.  One  gentleman  has  a 
flock  of  about  loa  of  the  black-faced  Linton  breed.  They 
thrive  well.  There  are  in  the  pariih  13  meal  miUs,  3 
flour  and  1  barley  miUs. 

T[be  Town.— Invemefs  is  a  royal  burgh  of  great  anti- 
quity. Its  firil  charter  was  granted  by  K.  Malcolm  Can- 
more.  It  always  ilood  firm  in  its  allegiance.to  the  Crown, 
and  maintained  in  ancient  times  with  the  neighbouring 
rebellious  chieftains  and  their  clans  many  defperate  con- 
fli^  *•     The  lail  charter  in  favour  oi  the  burgh  was  grant. 

ed 

•  The  /bllowing  names  are  traces  of  rhin  ftate  of  hoftHity.   On  the  weft 
fide ^  where  iuuptions  were  commonly  ma4e^  and  at  fomc  Ijttlc  diftance 
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ed  by  Kiog  Jsones  VL  From  the  date  of  this  charter  to  the 
Revolution  1698,  the  inhabitaats  were  an  indufirious,  en- 
terprifing  and  thriving  people ;   feveral  opulent  Emilia 
now  floari(hing  in  the  country,  derive  their  diftin£UoB 
firoin  the  induftry  of  anceftors  who  were  merchants   and 
goild  brethren  of  InTemeis.     The  principal  fource  of  their 
wealth   was  a  commerce  in   com  and  fkins.     The  corn 
and   malting  trade  was  brought  to  a  confiderable  height* 
The  greater  part  of  the  town  con£fled  of  idlns  and  gra- 
naries.   The  export  trade  was  carried  on  chiefly  with 
France,    the  northern  coimtries,  and  Holland.    All   the 
home  confumption  likewifie  in  malt  was  fupplied  by  them, 
that  is  of  Invemeb-lhire,  RoG^flure,  Sutherland,  Caithnels» 
the  Weftem  Ifles,  and  the  Orkneys ;  &r  the  art  of  malt  ma- 
king in  thefe  days  was  underftood  in  this  country  chiefly  by 
the  corn-merchants  of  In vemeis.  The  fl^in*  trade,  during  the 
'period  under  oonfideration,  was  fingly  of  itfelf  a  £ource  of 
great  wealth.     The  people  of  all  the  eztenfive  countries 
and  Ifles  now  mentioned  rtforted  to  Invemefs,  as  the  only 
or  the  moft  convenient  market  they  Aen  knew  any  thing  ^ 
of.     In  exchange  for  flcins,   they  were  fupplied,  fome  with 
meal,  others   malt,  and  all  of  them  with  dye*ftuffs,  falt^ 
coarfe  linen  and  iron.     From  the  Revolution  to  the  year 
1746,  the  burgh  of  Invemefs  fuflSsred  a  gradual  decline : 
3o  that  at  that  time  and  feveral  years  after  the  town  ap- 
peared little  better  than  the  ruins  of  what  it  formerly  was. 
In  the  centre  of  the  town  there  were  many  ruinous  houfes, 
and  in  all  the  other  parts  of  it,  every  fecond  fpece,  and  that 
by  fiar  the  larger,  exhibited  the  ruin  of  a  kiln,  a  granary  or 
other  building.     The  caufes  of  the  failure  of  the  com  trade, 

after 

from  the  town,  there  11  a  place  called  PaUfairt^  that  is  «  The  Watcb 
Town  ;*  a  hill,  T^mnafairt,  *  The  Watch  Hill ;'  and  a  Urge  ftone,  Ctach- 
mafaire,  <  The  Wateh  Stone.'  Near  this  ootecl  ftone  is  a  ftnll  fiihiaf 
village,  which  is  called  by  its  ntme. 
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attet  a  dutj  was  granted  by  Government  upon  exported 
corn  in  the  year  1688,  are  fd  complicated^  that  an  actempt- 
to  unfold  them  on  fnch  an  occafion  as  the  j>refent  might  be 
deemed  onneceflarily  tedious.     Suffice  it  to  laj  refpeding 
the  ikin-trade,  that  the  remote  Highlanders  and  ifiahders 
bjr  their  agents  found  the  way  to  Olafgow,  which  they 
have  long  confidered  as  the  more  eligible  market.     In  the 
year  1746,  the  town  began  to  revive,  and  from  that  period 
to  the  prefent,  particolarly  in  the  laft  thirty  years^  has  beeni 
in  a  rapid  progreis  of  improvement.     At  thb  time  it  may 
be  faid  to  be  wholly  new  built ;  its  old  limits  are  confider^ 
ably  extended,  and  yearly  extending^     The  money  circula* 
ted  by  the  army  after  the  fuppreilion  of  the  rebeUidn  in  th« 
year   1746,  the  great  influx  of  money  from  the  Eaft  and 
Weft  Indies,  the  eftabliihment  of  mannfaftures,  the  coafe- 
quent  improvements  in  agriculture,  the  rife  in  the  val^e  of 
land,  and  the  confumption  of  luxuries,  are  evidently  the 
caufes  of  the  increafing  profperity  of  this  burgh  *.     The 
harbour   is  fafe  and  commodious^  and  kept  in  exoellenc 

repair. 

•  The  town-conncil  of  Intcmeft  coirfifj  of  21  members.  They  hvre 
•  clerk  and  a  clerk-depute;  The  old  coancil  every  year  at  the  term  of 
Michaelmas  ele^  a  new  council.  The  nev^  council  elcA  out  of  their 
number,  a  Frovoft,  4  Bailies,  a  Dean  of  Guild  and  a  Treafurer.  The 
Provoft  however  is  commonly  continued  in  office  for  the  fpace  of  3  years. 
The  Bailies,  the  Dean  of  Guild,  and  the  Treafurer,  for  2  years.  There  ar6 
fi  corporations  of  craftfmen»  «sa.  Hammermen,  includio];  fmitha,  tinfmithf,- 
copperihiiths,  dUerfmiths,  watchmakers,  braziers,  cutlers*  faddlers.  2d, 
Wrights,  including  houft-carpenters,  cabinet-makers,  wheel-wrights  and^ 
coopers.  3d»Weaters.  4th,  Tailors.  5th,  Shdtmakers;  and6Vh,  Skinnei^ 
Thefe  corporations  eleO  annually  at  Michaelmas,  6'  deacons  and  6  boaV  , 
maflhrs  or  treafonirs,  each  corporation  its  own  pecuBar  deacon  and  b<)x- 
ttafttr.  The  6  deacons  ele^  a  deacon-convener,  to  preli  !e  over  and  to 
ittend  to  the  int^rdfts  of  all  the  corporations.  They  eUvfY  at  the  fame 
time  a  general  boxmaft«r.  "^he  6  corporations  are  reprcfented  in  the 
town-council  by  their  deacon  convener,  who  by  virtue  of  bi«  office  it  •» 
flMmber,  and  by  two  deacons  annually  eledked  by  the  town-council. 
tliere  arc  befides  the  abevc  fcveral  other  crafts  which  are  not  corporate/ 
9i%,  mafons,  cart-wrights,  bakers,  butchen,  and  barbers. 
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repair.  Seven  veffds  belong  to  it,  meafuring  from  400  t0 
500  tons,  and  manned  by  about  30  feamen,  including  ap^ 
prentices.  They  are  chiefly  employed  in  carrying  to  Lon- 
don  the  produce  of  our  manufadures,  the  fifli  of  our  river, 
and  Ikins  of  goat,  deer,  roe,  fox,  hares,  rabbits,  and  otter, 
with  other  articles.  They  bring  in  vetum  materials  both  for 
ufe  and  for  luxury.  There  are  9  boats  manned  by  6  men  each* 

ManufaBures. — There  are  2  tanneries  and  i  tawing 
work  in  the  town.  The  tanned  leather  is  confumed  at 
home  ;  but  the  tawed  is  fent  to  London.  Thefe  manufac* 
tures  do  not  indeed  employ  many  hands,  but  they  arc  very 
beneficial  to  this  country.  There  are  2  tallow-chandlers 
and  I  foap-boiler.  Thefe  two  do  much  work  with  few 
hands.  There  is  a  brick  work  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town.  This  work  b  only  in  its  infancy.  The  duty  on 
the  thouiand  is  a  dead  weight  on  this  work ;  1 9.  on  the  1000 
would  raife  a  much  greater  revenue.  A  hemp  manufac- 
ture was  eftablifhed  here  above  30  years  ago.  This  bufi- 
.  nefe  at  prefent  employs,  in  fpinning,  dreiTmg  and  weaving, 
above  xooo  men,  women  and  children.  They  earn  from 
X  s.  to  10  s.  a- week.  The  hemp  is  imported  from  the  Bal- 
tic, and  is  manufaftured  into  all  kinds  of  cloth  for  bags, 
lacking  and  tarpallin,  confumed  in  Britain,  and  in  the  £. 
and  W.  Indies.  A  white  and  coloured  thread  manufadure 
is  now  eftabliflied  here  about  xo  years.  This  bufinefs  em- 
f  loys,  in  heckling,  fpinning,  twilling,  bleaching  and  dyeing, 
near  xo,ooo  perfons,  including  men,  women  and  children. 
They  earn  from  i  s.  6  d.  to  2  s.  a- week.  The  company 
have  in  this  and  tlie  neighbouring  counties  nineteen  agents  to 
manage  the  fpinning  departments.  The  flax  is  imported 
from  the  Baltic,  and  when  manufa£hired  fent  to  London, 
from  whence  it  is  difperfed  over  the  world.  There  b  on 
the  Ne&  an  infant  bleachfield.  It  has  many  advantages,  and 
promifes  to  do  well. 
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ificademy  and  Schools, — ^The  magiftratcs  and  gentlemen 
•oF  the  town  and  county  of  Invemefs,  and  many  of  the  gentle- 
men of  the  neighbouring  counties,  have  long  confidered  an 
•eftablifhment  of  a  feminary  of  learning  at  Inverneis,  on  a 
liberal  and  extenfive  plan,  of  very  great  importance  to  this 
part  of  the  kingdom.  At  length,  in  the  year  1787,  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  to  confider  of  the  mod  proper  mea- 
fures  for  bringing  their  purpofe  into  effeft.  An  extenfive  . 
correfpondence  was  immediately  commenced,  and  fubfcrip- 
tions  were  opened  in  Scotland,  England,  France,  America, 
in  the  E.  and  W.  Indies.  An  inclofur^  of  about  3  acres 
was  purchafed,  and  an  elegant  houfe  is  built  in  the  front  of 
it,  corififting  of  a  large  hall,  and  fix  fpacious  apartments  for 
clafles,  library,  and  philofophical  apparatus.  The  fubfcrip- 
tions  at  prefent  amount  to  above  L.  6277 :  5  :  3  Sterling, 
and  the  magiftrates,  befides  their  private  fubfcriptions,  in- 
cluded in  the  above,  give  out  of  the  public  revenue  of  the 
town  yearly  to  the  inftitution  about  L.  70  Sterling.  The 
houfe  is  provided  with  a  reftor  and  4  matters.  In  the 
ift  clafs  is  taught  Englifii  grammatically  ;  in  the  2d,  Latin 
and  Greek  ;  in  the  3d,  writing,  arithmetic  and  book- 
keeping \  in  the  4th,  Euclid's  Elements,  with  their  appli- 
cation, plane  and  fpherical  trigonometry,  menfuration  of 
folids  and  furfaces  in  all  its  parts,  geogtaphy  with  the 
ufe  of '  the  globes,  navigation  with  lunar  obfervations, 
architefhire,  naval,  civil  and  military,  prafiical  gunnery, 
fortification,  perfpeftive  and  drawing  ;  in  the  5th,  being 
the  redor's,  are  taught  civil  and  natural  hiilory,  natural 
philofophy,  chymiftry  and  afironomy.  The  falaries  of  the 
matters  are  as  follow  :  The  reftor,  L.  50  and  a  houfe  ;  the 
teacher  of  ni^thematics,  L.  40  ;  the  teacher  of  writing,  a- 
rithmetic  and  book-keeping,  L.  30  ;  the  teacher  of  Latin* 
and  Greek,  L.  40  ;  and  the  teacher  of  Englifli,  L.  30.  The 
-fees  for  each  feilion,  are,  ta  the  matter  of  the  zft  dafi,  or 

teacher 
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feacher  of  Englifli,  6s.\  to  the  mafter  of  the  ad,  12  s. ;  the 
^ame  fees  to  the  mafler  of  the  3d  ;  the  fees  to  the  mafier  of 
the  4th,  I  guinea  $  and  to  the  mafter  of  the  jth,  i^  guinea. 
Over  and  above  thefe  fees,  there  k  a  fmall  fum  paid  bj 
each  iludent  to  the  reSor.  The  number  of  (ludents  a- 
mounts  already  to  gbove  200 ;  for  this  is  only  the  id  fef- 
fion.  This  inflitution  promifes  to  be  a  very  flouri{hi|ig  fe- 
minary.  It  .has  every  advantage  tp  recommend  it.  The 
town  16  bealtbfiil  and  pleafaotly  fituated,  and  here  are  no  im- 
proper avocations.  Board  too  is  very  reafonable,  and  the 
inafiers  are  very  well  qualified  for  their  feveral  depart- 
ments, as  well  as  diligent  in  their  attendance.  The 
year  is  divided  into  two  feflions.  The  ill  to  begin 
firom  the  16th  day  of  July,  and  to  end  on  the  20th  of 
Pecember  \  the  2d  to  begin  on  the  jth  of  January,  and 
|o  end  on  the  icth  of  June.  The  dircftors  of  the  academy 
are,  the  provoft,  the  4  bailies,  the  dean  of  guild,  the  ihe- 
^iff  of  the  county,  and  the  moderator  of  the  preftytery  of 
Inverneis,  for  the  time  being  ;  (iibfcribers  to  the  amount 
'  pf  L.  50  each,  during  their  lives,  and  fubfcriber^  to  the  a- 
inount  of  L.  loc  for  their  own  lives  and  their  heirs ;  with 
j  gentlemen  of  the  county,  annually  elefled  at  the  Michael- 
^  fnas  head-court.  At  the  defire  of  the  Highland  Society  of 
London,  there  is  a  clafs  opened  for  teaching  the  Gaelic  lan- 
guage, with  a  falary  from  them  of  L.  15  -a-year,  to  which 
the  direilors  have  added  L.  16.  There  is  befides  a  pro- 
fpeft  of  an  addition  tp  the  Gaelic  teacher's  falary  from  the 
liighland  Society  of  Edinburgh.  There  is  likewife  a  dan* 
cing  fchool,  and  a  mufic  fcliool  well  attended.  They  are 
^der  the  patronage  of  the  magiftratea.  They  are  detach- 
ed from  the  academy  .---There  are  beiides,  in  the  town  and 
pariib  of  Inverneis,  other  10  fchools  \  4  of  which  are  efta- 
blt-flied  by  the  Society  of  Scotland  for  propagatiqg  Chri- 
ilian  knowledge.  In  thefe  4,  there  are  no  kfs  than  230 
4i)holars.    In  the  other  6,  there  are  about  200. 
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.Po^»£tfio#i— According  to  the  report  a^e  bj  Dt 
Webfter»  the  populatioo  then  was  9730. 
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In  the  year  179O9  there  were  baptized  130  males,  and 
124  females,  making  together  254.  There  were  married 
7  a  couple,  and  there  died  210. 

From  an  adual  furvey,  taken  in  the  fpring  179I9  there 
were  in  the  town  and  parilh, 


Married  perfons,            2597 

Wrights, 

4X 

Widows  and  widowers,  59a 

Journeymen, 

34 

Males  above  20,       -      368 

Apprentices, 

29 

Females  above  20,        763* 

Skinners, 

12 

Males  below  20,            1733 

Weavers, 

57 

Females  below  20,        1877 

JoumeyuAen, 

44 

Making  together,           7930 

Apprentices, 

30 

Number  in  the  town,   5x07 

Shoemakers, 

47 

Number  of  families  in 

Journeymen, 

i6 

the  town  and  pariib,  1586 

Apprentices, 

^iS 

In  the  town,  hammermen,  28 

Tailors, 

19 

Journeymen,           -           4 

Journeymen, 

*3 

Apprentices^.       -            ax 

Apprentices, 

18 

The 

*  The  dirproportioD  here  is  owinf^  to  the  great  number  of  ftmnt 
muds  coiployed  io  the  town  from  other  places 
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'^  The  above  are  the  6  corporated  trades."-- Befides  the  a- 
bove,  there  are  4cveral  other  crafts  which  are  not  corpo* 
rate,  as  mafons  and  flaters,  amounting  to 


Bakers,          -          -         34 

Phyfioians  and  furgeons, 

4 

Butx:hers,         -         -         14 

Apprentices, 

3 

Barbers,          -          .         23 

Clergymen, 

4 

Perfumers  and  wigm^kers,  6 

Brethren  of  the  guild, 

70 

Apprentices,             -          % 

Sherife,  depute  and  fub-' 

Gardeners,             -            13 

ilitute, 

ft 

Weavers  in  the  hemp 

Writers, 

10 

manufaaure,     inclu- 

Meflengers  at  arms,      - 

3 

'.  4edr  ifk  the  numbcc 

Officers  of  the  cufloms, 

8 

emplojred  there; 

Officers  of  ezcife^. 

8 

MiUcrs,         .          -16 

Dyers, 

<2 

Fanners,         -       -         270 

Poor. — The  number  of  poor  at  pceCint  on  the  roll  «- 
mounts  to  222,  of  which  there  are  68  fiated  penfioners, 
who  are  fupplied,  fome  of  them  weekly,  and  others  quar- 
terly.  The  penfions  are,  frgm  25  s.  each  to  L.  4  Sterling 
a-year  -,  but  the  fupplies  occafionally  given  to  a  diftrefled 
family,  frequently  exceed  the  higheft  yearly  allowance  to 
a  fiated  penfioner.  The  principal  fiock  in  the  manage- 
ment of  the  kirk-feffion  for  the  relief  of  the  poor,  in  lands 
and  bonds,  is  L.  2520  :  18  :  id.  This  fiock  is  made  up  of 
legacies,  chiefly  in  the  laft  century.  AnotHer  fund  is  the 
weekly  colledions  j  they  amount,  one  year  with  another, 
to  L.  70  Sterling.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  two  other  funds 
in  the  trufi  of  the  kirk-feffion  :  The  one  a  legacy  of 
L.  166  :  13  24  Sterling,  by  the  laird  of  Macintolh,  the  in- 
tereft  of  which  is  applied  to  the  education  of  two  boys  at 
the  fchoob  of  Invernefe ;  and  the  other  by  Mr  George 
JQuncani  late  merchant  liere^  in  land,  yielding  L.  200  Scots 
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o^yeftr,  whereof  one  half  is  appropriated  towards  repairing 
the  churches,  and  the  other  to  the  education  of  6  boys,, 
from  the  age  of  10  to  14.  The  treafurer  is  always  a  re- 
fpedable  citizen,  generally  one  of  the  magift rates,  and  his. 
accounts  are  examined  yearly. 

Prifoners  in  the  ^olbootb  in  i  J90,  \Sc. — Thirty  for  horfe- 
flealing ;  8  for  petty  thefts  ;  4  for  threatening  expreffions  ;. 

1  for  alleged  wilful  fire-raifing,  but  liberated  upon  inve- 
ligation ;  i  for  fcandal  and  defamation ;  3  for  deferting 
their  appremicefliips ;  a  boy  for  alleged  murder,  liberated 
on  invcftigation  ;  3  for  violent  aflaults  ;  3  for  cliild-mur-* 
der ;  i  for  felling  fpiritous  liquors  without  a  licenfe ;  3 
women  of  bad  fame,  for  irregularities  and  mifdemeanours  ; 
5  men  from  Campbelltown  for  breach  of  the  peace  ;  i  for 
deferting  his  Majefty*)  fervtce  -,17  for  civil  debts.  In  all 
52.  Several,  however,  of  the  above  were  committed  in 
the  years  1787,  1788  and  1789  *. — Houfes  built  in  the  laft 
14  years :  In  the  town  and  pariih,  upwards  of  60  of  from 

2  to  3  ftories  high,  and  about  70  thatched  houfes  in  the 
eountry  and  fuburbs  ^  fome  of  the  thatched  houfes  are  2 
ftories  high.— -The  public  buildings  are,  the  academy,  the 
court-houfe,  jail  and  fpire,  and  the  houfe  built  for  the 
northern  meeting.  The  courthouie  is  roomy  and  weU 
lighted,  and  the  accefs  to  it  eafy.  The  jail  is  fuch  as 
would  give  pleafure  to  the  benevolent  Howard.  The  fpire 
was  built  by  the  architeft  of  St  Andrew's  fpire  in  Edin- 
burgh, and  is  faid  to  furpafs  it  b  beauty  ;  the  {lender  ap- 
pearance  of  St  Andrew's  fpire,  arifing  from  a  defeft  in 
the  proportion,  renders  it  lels  agreeable.  The  houfe  for 
the  northern  meeting  L>  a  large  fabric,  in  which  there  is 

every 

*  Criminals  from  the  counties  of  Orkney,  Caithnefi^  Sutherland,  Rofi» 
Cromarty  and  ^(airn«  Moray  aud  Inverncfs,  arc  confined  in  this  XuL 
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every  accommodation  to  fit  it  tox  the  ptrpefe  for  which 
it  was  ereded.  The  two  public  rooms  are  each  of  them. 
60  feet  loog,  and  30*broad.  One  of  the  rooms  is  ao  feet 
high,  and  the  other  18.  There  was  expended  on  build- 
ings, for  public  and  private  ufe,  in  the  towp  and  parifh  of 
Invemefsy  during  the  laft  14  jears^  no  leis  a  fum,  at  a  mo- 
derate eftimation,  than  L.  50,000. 

Ecclifiqfiical  Staii. — ^There  are  three  miniflers  of  tba  £« 
ftabliflied  Church  in  Invemeis.  The  patrons  of  the  li- 
vings are,  the  King  and  the  Honourable  Mr  Frafer  of  Lo- 
vat.  The  Ring  is  patron  of  the  firft  and  of  the  third  li- 
ving, and  Mr  Frafer  of  the  feoond.  The  ftipend  of  the 
firft  and  fecond  minifters,  bj  a  decreet  pafled  in  the  year 
1754,  is  to  each  84  bolls  i  firlot  2  pecks  2  lippies  vidual, 
half  bear  half  oat-meal,  and  L.541 : 8  :6  Scots  money. 
Each  of  them  has  a  glebe  ;  but  neither  of  the  glebes  is  4 
acres.  They  have  no  man&s,  though  they  are  entitled  to 
them  by  law  *•  The  third  minifter  is  paid  out  of  th« 
Bifliop's  rents  of  Moray  and  Rols*  The  ftipend  is  preci(e- 
ly  L.  108,  10  s.  Sterling.  The  church  for  the  Englifti 
congregation  was  built  in  the  year  1771,  by  the  magi* 
ftrateSy  in  confequence  of  a  compromife  with  the  heritors, 
who  n^ere  to  have  a  prelerence  of  feats  at  an  equitablo 

yearly 

#  In  the  yesr  i';S4,  the  prelbytcry*!  decreet  igtinft  the  magtftntas 
and  heritors  for  repairing  the  two  old  maofes  was  Aifpended  at  the  in* 
ftance  of  the  heritors.  A  long  litigation  followed.  The  ftcond  minifter 
being  an  old  man,  withdrew  from  the  profecutioo.  The  firft  continued 
Co  infii^,  and  was  found  entitled  to  a  reparation  of  his  manfe.  3ut  tC  was 
altfeged  on  the  part  of  the  heritors,  that  the  firft  minifter  was  aAniily  im 
pofieffion  of  the  fecond  mbifter's  manfe,  a  manfe  with  which  they  had  no 
concern,  whaterer  the  magiftratcs  might.  The  minifter  was  required  to 
five  in  a  proof  of  hii  pofTeffion  of  the  firft  minifter*s  manfe,  in  which  it 
was  judged  by  the  Court  he  failed.  At  this  ftage  of  the  bnfineft,  tixcd 
with  a  tadioos  and  espenfife  litigation,  he  abandoned  the  procefV. 
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yearly  rent.    The  church  is  an  elegant  ftru£lure«    It  is 
9  a  feet  long,  and  45  broad,  with   a  convenient  feffion- 
houfe  adjoined.     A'  new  church  is  now  building  for  the 
Gaelic  congregation,  and  will  be  completed  in  the  courfe 
of  next  fummer,  at  the  joint  and  equal  expenfe  of  the  he- 
ritors on  the  one  hand,  and  the  Magiftrates  and  fix  incor- 
porations on  the  other.     There  was  likewife  added  a  fum 
of  L.  110  Sterling,   being  the  intereft  arifing  from   Mr  . 
George  Duncan^s  mortification  formerly  mentioned.    This 
church  is  76  feet  in  length,  and  38  in  breadth.     There  is 
a  fmall  Antiburgher  congregation  here  ;  but  they  can  af- 
ford very  little  for  the  fupport  of  their  minifter,  whether 
the  Aflbciated  Congregation  add  any  thing  to  the  living, 
we  know  not.     Thei'e  is  a  Scots  Epifcopal  congregation, 
but  fmall.     There  is  likewife  a  Methodifl  meeting  houfe, 
which   i^   attended   chiefly   by  the   manufafturers  lately 
come  hither  from  other  places. 

Roads  and  Bridges. — There  are  2  military  roads  which 
pals  through  this  pariih  ;  and  which  are  kept  in  good  re- 
pair by  Government.  The  other  roads  are  equally  well 
attended  to.  The  ftatute-labour  is  partly  commuted.  There 
are  3  bridges,  the  principal  of  them  is  the  bnidge  over  the 
Nefs,  a  beautiful  flrudure  of  feven  arches.  It  was  built 
in  the  year  i688.  It  is  a  toll-bridge,  by  ad  of  Parlia- 
ment, and  makes  a  good  addition  to  the  revenue  of  the 
town. 

StillSf  Brewers^  Retailers  of  Ale  and  Spiritous  Uquors.^^ 
There  are  4  fiills  in  the  town  and  pariih  ;  12  brewers  of 
ale,  2  of  whom  are  confiderable,  carrying  on  the  bufinefs 
to  a  good  amount.  The  retailers  of  ale  and  fpiritous  li- 
quors are  about  70.  Of  the  lower  dais  of  people,  there 
are  fome  who  love  whiiky  rather  much  j  but  not  fo  much, 
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it  is  believed,  as  formerly,  their  inclination  begins  to 
qhange  towairds  ale  and ,  beer,  ^  good  and.  wholefome  be- 
verage. 

Cluhsn, — There  are  two  clubs  in  the  town  for  fupporting 
the  members  which  belong  to  them  in  ficknels  and  old 
age,  and. defraying  the  funeral  expenfes  of  themfelves  and 
their  wives.  The  firft  is  reftrifted  to  161  members.  E- 
very  member  pays  30  s.  into  the  box  at  entrance,  i  s.  on 
the  firft  Tuefday  of  every  month  throughout  the  Jear,  i  s. 
on  the  death  of  every  member,  and  6  d.  on  the  death  of 
every  member's  wife.  They  have  in  return,  when  fick 
and  unable  to  work,  6  s.  a- week  during  the  firft  6  months 
of  their  illnefs,  and  4  s.  a-week  afterward,  during  their 
life,  while  they  are  unable  to  work,  &c.  The  other  club 
is  formed  on  much  the  fame  plan  ;  but  pays  only  half  the 
above  fum  at  entrance,  and  the  returns  in  proportion. 

Battles. — Theie  were  in  ancient  times  feveral  unimpor- 
tant rencounters  and  flcirmiflies  in  this  parifli.  The  on- 
ly memorable  battle  was  that  of  the  i6th  of  April  1746. 
By  a  curious  coincidence,  the  important  and  decifive  bat- 
tle of  Culloden  was  fought  on  the  moor  of  the  paternal 
eftate  of  that  truly  great  and  good  man,  whofe  influence 
in  the  Highlands,  and  unwearied  perfeverance  during  the 
two  preceding  years,  made  the  fuppreflion  of  a  very  a- 
larming  infurredion  comparatively  eafy  to  Government. 
The  fcrvices  which,  on  this  critical  occafion,  the  Lord 
Prefident.  Forbes  rendered  to  his  country,  will  be  recorded 
by  the  faithful  hiftorian  of  the  tranfaSions  of  thofe  times, 
wi^h  pleafure  and  the  warmeft  gratitude. 

MifceNaneous  Obferoations, — ^The  diftreffes  of  the  lower 
*  dafs  of  the  people,  arifing  from  the  failure  of  the  crop 

1782., 
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IjPa, -wcire  very  grejtt.  JJ^p  p^fon,  however^  in  tlm  psy- 
rif^,  was  known  to  bav^.d^cd  of  .want,,  though  probably  it 
mijgbt  have  been.otherwife,  ha^  ^t  not  been  for  09  liberal  and 
reasonable  fugpjies  g^ven  by  Government,  and  by  a.. very 
rcfpeftable  native  of  this  parUh^  Jam<;s  Baillie,.  Ef^i  mer- 
chant, pf  ,  X^qdon.  Mx  BaiUie's  munificence  at  thisjcafon 
of  fore  ca^^ity^  do^  Aim  the  higheft  honour,  and  mufl 
necelTarily ;  b.e  to  him  a  j^erpetu^l  fource  of  heart  felt  ple;^« 
fare.  .^V^jpublic  granary  in,  Inverneis  would  be  an  imr 
provement.ofi  .very  great  ii^[^rtance.  The  Geneva  gra- 
nary,, nxfinttioncd,  by  the  .patriotic  Lord. Gardenftqn,  in  his 
travelliog  men^oraodums^i  is  an  excellent  model.  The 
grf  at  dHadyantage  this  town  and  parilh  labours  under,  is 
from  a  fcarcity  of  fuel.  The  moiTes  in  the  neighbourhood 
ar^  either  exhaufted,  or  indofed  and  planted.  Peats  are 
bought  at  a  high  price,  and  at  the  diftance  of  5  miles  from 
the  moft  populous  part  of  the  /arifli.  Much  of  t^e  fum- 
mer  is  (pent  in  bringing  themiiome.  This  is  a  manifeft 
detriment  tq  their  agriculture.  If  the  coafting  duty  on 
coals  were  taken  off,  and  a  coal-yard  kept  in  the  town,  to 
fupply  thofe  who  are  not  able  to  lay  up  a  ilore  for  the 
winter,  ag^icijlturc .  would  be  greatly  benefited,  feveral 
manufadures..eftabliflied,  to  which  the  prefent  high  price 
of  coal  is  aa.  infuperable  obftacle,  and  the  labouring  poor 
of  this  town  and  parifh  have  much  leis  caufe  to  complain 
of  their  condition.  A  navigable  canal,  from  the  weft  fea 
at  Fort  William,  to  the  eaft  fea  at  Invemefs,  would  no 
doubt  be  greatly  beneficial  to  the  country  at  large,  but 
more  immediately  to  a  very  extenfive  traft  of  the  High- 
lands, which  is  now  covered  with  iheep,  and  almod  de« 
populated*  Woollen  manufadures  would  foon  be  efla- 
bliihed,  other  manufa^res  follow  of  courfe,  villages  and 
the  chearftil  haunts  of  men  infenfibly  arife,  and  population 
in  a  few  years  increafe  amazingly,  in  a  diilriA,  which, 
3  alas 
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alas !  at  prefent,  is  dteary  to  the  traveller,  filKirg  *hixn 
with  melancholy  and  dejedion  of  heart;-^But  however 
beneficial  this  canal  would  ultimatelj  prove  to  Britain, 
yet  the  trade  on  it  can'hatdly  be  fuppofed  to  arrive  for 
years  to  come  at  that  degree  of  importance,  which  ought 
to  induce  private  perfons  to  fubfcribe  for  executing  the 
work.  Happily  Gbvemment  looks  not  in  their  proje£b 
of  improvement  for  immediate  returns.  The  ihcreafe  of 
the  number,  and  of  the  ihduftry-  and  of  the  icill  of  the 
people  are  their  objefts.  To  favour  thefe  important  ob« 
jeSs,  every  exertion  (hould  be  made.  The  coniideration 
of  a  temporary  czpenfe,  though  mudi  more  confiderable 
than  what  can  be  required  in  the  prefent  cafe,  where  in- 
deed nature  has  left  little  to  be  done,  will  not,  we  truft, 
by  fuch  a  government  as  we  have  the  happine&  of  living 
under,  be  put  in  the  balance  with  great  and  permanent 
national  advantages. — ^Many  in  this  town  and  ]l>ariih  com- 
plain, and  not  without  caufe,  of  multures  and  pigeon-hou- 
fes.  The  laws  rcfpefting  multures  and  pigeon-houfes  are 
not  founded  in  equity.  They  are  palpably  oppreffive,  and 
unworthy  of  even  the  ftern  ariAocracy  of  thefe  ignorant 
and  barbarous  times  in  which  they  were  enafted. — The 
Royal,  Britifli  Linen  Company,  and  Aberdeen  Banks,  have 
each  of  them  an  office  at  Invernefs.  There  arc  two  o- 
pinions  refpefiing  the  confequences  of  thefe  offices  in  this- 
country.  Bat  whether  credit  fhall  prove  an  advantage  or 
a  difadvantage  to  a  people,  can  be  determined  only  by 
an  appeal  to  their  charaScr.  If  they  are  compofed  of 
fpeodthrifts  and  profligates,  nothing  can  be  more  evident 
than  that  credit  will  precipitate  thei^  ruin  -,  but  if,  on  the 
contrary,  of  ikilfid,  induftrious  and  prudent  individuals,  it 
i$  equally  iridifputable,  that  credit  will  greatly  contribute 
to  accelerate  the  profperity  of  fuch  a  people,  and  to  dif- 
fiifia  happinefs  over  the  whole  face  of  their  country .^-The 
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inhabitants  of  the  -town  and  parUb  are  decent,  tad  rego* 
kr  in  their  attendance  on  the. public  ordinanGtai>f  Cfdigvoo. 
They  are  weH  affeded  to  the  government  of  their  coua«- 
trj,  good  neighboars,  and  induflrioiis  in.theirfcvei'al.  oc- 
cupations. Inftances  of:  diilipation  and  profligacy  a|«  rare.. 
Their  modes  and  habits  of  living  have  undergone,  during 
the  laft  30  ycare,-  rfn  alteration  greatly  to  the  better,  E* 
ven  the  lower  farAfiers  and  cottagers  are  by  far  more'  indu- 
ftrious  than  they  were  formcrlyi  more  cleanly  in  their  pcr- 
fons  and  houfes,  and  improved  confiderably  in  their  appa- 
rel. They  malce  a  pleafing  appearance  onSnndays.  Such 
as  are  employed  in  manufadiires,  are  not  6n]y  well  cloth- 
ed, and  cleanly  in  their  perfons  andhoufes,  but  live  more 
plentifullyr  and  are  better  and  more  comfortably  lodged 
than  the  lower  farmers  and  cotjtagers.  The  craftfmen  in 
the  towBi  are;  on  holidays,  it  may  be  faid,  finely  oppa^ 
relied,  and  their  wives,  as  far  as  dreis  is  concerned,  appear 
like  gentlewomen.  Their  houfes  are  clean  and  neat,  ani 
their  boards  abundantly  provided  with  animal  as  well  as 
vegetable  food.  Tea  equipages,  in  their  opinion,  are  now 
become  neceffary.  Many  of  them  for  their  ftation  are 
wealthy.  Several  build  houfes,  which  yield  yearly  rents 
of  from  L.  20  to  L.  30,  and  others  of  them  purchafe  land 
to  the  extent  of  feveral  acres,  near  the  town,  at  high  prices, 
but  which,  by  tnclofing  and  hedging,  they  turn  to  good 
account.  The  more  opulent  inhabitants,  perhaps  hardly 
fhrpafs  their  predeceiTors  of  the  laft  century,  in  richnels  of 
drefs  or  fumptuoufncfs  of  entertainments.  But  in  the  e- 
legance  of  the  table,  in  the  difplay  of  the  fide-board,  in 
the  coftlinefs  of  furniture,  in«the  decorations  of  their  hou- 
fes, and  in  the  number  of  apartments  thought  neceflary 
for  the  accommodation  of  a  family,  they  are  not  the  fame 
people  they  were  30  years  ago.  The  prefent  times  are 
Ekewiie  diftinguiihed  by  the  number  of  carriages  in  the 
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town  Md  .tonatiry  pariih.^  About  30  yeart  ago^.thete  Was 
ooij  one  chaife,  a  fosr^wbeeled  ooe ;  but  at  thU  U,n\tt 
there  are  t  coaches,  la  four-wheeled  chaifes*  and  i  two- 
wheeled  ;.6  of  the  four*wheeled  cbaifes.arc  let  for  hire  by 
innkeepers.  The  principal  inns  in  town  were  indifferent 
till  of  late  y  they  are  now  commodious  and  comfortable, 
and,  in  attendance,  entertainment  and  beds,  emulate  the 
beft  inns  in  the  fouthem  parts  of  the  kingdom.  Thei:e 
are  in  the  town  fubicription  afTemblies,  aiid  occafional 
balls  and  concerts  of  mulio.  Companies  of  comedians 
find  their  way  to  Invemefs,  and  it  is  believed  they  have 
no  caufe  to  difcontinue  their  vifits,  nor  is  it  improbable, 
that  in  a  few  years  a  theatre  will  be  ere£led.  In  the  town 
and  country  pariih,  we  have  feveral  convivial  dubs* 
Their  meetings  are  frequent  and  ilated  ;  but  they  are 
firangers  to  the  coarfe  exceis  of  former  times,  and  its  un« 
happy  confequences. 

Antiquities.'^Therc  was  founded  at  Invemeis,  in  the 
year  1233,  by  King  Alexander  II.  a  convent,  not  of  Fran- 
cifcans  or  Gray  Friars,  as  erroneoufly  handed  down  by  oral 
tradition,  (Spottifwood)  but  of  Dominicans  or  Black  Friars, 
called  alfo,  Fratres  pradicatores^  becaufe  of  their  frequent 
preaching.  They  were  a  mendicant  order,  inilituted  by  St 
Dominic  the  projeftor  of  the  Inquifition  *.     There  were 


*  K.ing  Dayid  11.  confirmed  to  them,  decern  lib ns  Sterlingomm  in 
dotatiooem  edefisB  fiias  annuitino,  percipieodas  defirmis  di^i  burgi,  whi(fh 
were  given  them  by  his  father,  2imo.  OftobrU  anno  regni  fai  8vo.  Hi» 
confirmation  is  dated  at  Edinburgh  aomo.  diet  Aprilis  anno  regni.fiit 
30mo.  This  begging  fraternity  regardlefs  of  their  vow  of  poverty  acquir- 
ed much  property  in  land  in  this  parilb  and  probably  elfwhere.  Their 
building  ftood  till  the  interregnum.  Cromwell  dire^ed  a  citadel  to  be 
built  at  the  mouth  of  the  river.  The  religious  houfes  at  only  a  little  dif^ 
tancc^  w«9  confidered  aaatvery  conveDient  quarry.    The  monafiery,  the 
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a  few  years  ago,  near  the  town,  due  eaft  from  it,  on  the 
upper  plain  of  the  pariihy  feveral  Druidical  temples.  At 
prefept  there  is  only  one  temple  entire.  They  were  Mail- 
ed for  the  purpofe  of  building  farm  houfes  and  offices. 
Stones  are  fcarce,  and  at  a  great  diilance,  and  the  temples 
flood  on  cultivated  and  fertile  fields.  In  this,  (under  the 
Druidical  oeconbmy,)  facred  portion  of  the  parifh,  there 
are  feveral  places  in  the  parifh,  called  in  Englifh,  Drakies, 
as  Eafler  Drakies,  Wefter  Drakies,  Mid  Drakies,  and  in 
Gaelic,  Dregge,  both  evidently  corruptions  of  Druidhe, 
the  plural  of  Druij  a  Druid.  Many  places  in  Britain, 
France  and  Ireland,  ftill  bear  the  name  of  the  Druids,  as 
Dreuz  in  France,  the  place  of  their  annual  general  afiiem- 
bly. — ^There  is,  at  fome  diflance  from  the  mouth  of  the 
river  Nefs,  a  confiderable  way  within  flood  mark,  a  large 
cairn  of  flones,  the  origin  of  which  is  of  very  remote  an- 
tiquity. It  is  called  Caimairc,  that  is,  the  cairn  of  the  fea* 
There  is  a  beacon  ere&ed  on  Caimairc,  to  apprize  veiTels 
coming  into  the  river,  of  danger  from  it.  In  the  Beauly 
frith,  due  wefl  from  this  cairn,  there  are  three  cairns  at 
confiderable  diflances,  one  from  the  other.  The  largefl  is 
in  the  middle  of  the  frith,  a  huge  heap  of  flones.  This 
cairn  is  acceffible  at  low  water.  It  appears  to.  have  been 
a  burying  place,  by  the  urns  which  were  difcovered  in  it. 

If 

church  and  the  chapel  were  demoUilicd,  and  the  fingle  viiible  remain  of 
all  the  boildings,  is  the  (haft  of  one  of  the  columni  which  fuppoited  the 
roof  of  the  church.  The  pedeftal,  and  it  is  believed,  a  great  part  of  the 
fliaftare  concealed  with  earth  and  rabbi(b.  The  monaftery  yard  it  become 
the  glebe  of  one  of  the  minifters»  and  the  fite  of  the  chnrcfa,  a  fmall  bury, 
ing  place.  The  chapel  yard  is  the  principal  burying  ground,  an  inclofure 
of  about  6  acres.  This  fpacitos  yard,  the  old  walls  having  failed  in 
many  places^  was  inclofed  a  few  years  ago  with  high  walls  coped  with 
freeftones.  The  gate  of  the  inclofure  is  handfome.  The  old  gate  was 
arched,  and  the  arch  crowned  with  ornaments  of  the  various  kinds  of  ver« 
tical  dials  bore  this  infcriptioflf  ■  Concordia  pame  res  crefcunt.' 


632.  Stdtiftical  Account 

If  thefe  cairns  are  fepulchral  monuments,  as  bj  the  difco« 
very  of  urns  they  unqueftionably  are,  it  feems  difficult  not 
to  be  convinced,  that  the  fpace  between  the  mouths  of  the 
Nefs  and  the  Beauly,  now  covered  by  the  Beauly  frith, 
vas  dry  land,  and  that  the  fea  gained  upon  it,  after  thefe 
monuments  were  erefted  *•  The  Beauly  frith  is  iix  miles 
in  length,  and  two  in  breadth.  There  was,  a  £bw  years  ago 
at  Kilvean,  a  great  number  of  fmall  cairns  overgrown  with 
heath.  They  occupied  about  the  fpace  of  an  acre,  on  a 
pretty  exteniive  plain,  and  were  inclofed  by  a  ditch  of  an 
orbicular  form  f  • 

Places  of  Defence* — Oliver  Cromwell's  fort  was  mention- 
ed above,  foon  after  the  ReAoration  it  was  demoliihed,  and 
every  material  of  any  value  fold  to  the  Inhabitants  of  In- 
vemels.  Nothing  remains  of  this  citadel  beiides  the  inte- 
rior work  of  the  ramparts,  which  form  a  regular  pentagon, 
furrounded  on  four  (ides  by  a  ditch,  and  by  the  river  on 
the  fifth,  and  inclofing  a  fuperficies  of  precifcly  4  acres. 
When  the  fea  flows,  the  ditch  is  filled  with  water.  The 
caftle  near  the  river,  on  the  wefiern  extremity  of  the  hill 

which 

•  Lowthorp*s  tbridg.  Vol.  iii.  Edit.  3d.  p  53$. 

f  Thefe  cairns  in  the  courfc  of  the  proprietors  improvements  were  re- 
rooTcd,  but  by  ignorant  perfons  who  wrought  by  the  piece,  and  had  nei- 
ther leifure  nor  curiofiiy  for  obfcrvation.  There  are  many  monuments  of 
this  kind  ftill  to  be  fecn  iii  the  Highlands  of  Scotland  ;  fcveral  cairns 
from  lime  to  time  were  examined  and  urns  found.  The  large  cairn» 
feem  to  have  been  the  burying  places  of  the  chiefs  and  heads  of  families, 
and  the  fmall  cairns  inclofed  as  above,  the  burying  places  of  the  common 
people.  It  appears,  that  the  railing  of  cairns  for  fepulchral  momimenrs 
in  honour  of  diftinguilhed  pcrfonages  did  not  ceafe  with  the  pra^icc 
of  burning  the  dead  in  this  country.  Th^re  is  a  very  large  cairn  near 
therivemthc  foot  of  a  hill,  called  Torvcan.  It  fome  years  ago  was 
partly  removed,  a  coffin  was  found  compofcd  of  fix  thick  flags.  This  is 
fuppofcd  to  be  the  dormitory  of  Bean,  a  faint  of  the  Culdee  order,  from 
whom  the  place  and  hill  derive  their  names* 
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which  covers  the  tawn^  W95  deftiroyed  during  the  Rebellion 
^745*  together  with  the  contiguous  barracks*  Nothing 
how  xemajp;  of  either  b^it  tubbiih.  This  was  an  irreg&- 
iar  fortification,  and  confequentlj  pf  little  (Irength  after  the 
invention  9f  gunpowder  and  ordnance:  The  caiUe  is  fup* 
pofed  to  have  been  built  bj  King  Malcolm  Canmore.  The 
barracks^  with  (lender  ramp^tts,  were  ere&ed  in  the  laft 
reign.  The  Thane  of  Calder's  caftle  was  built  on  the  e^ift- 
em  txxx&t^xy  of  the  hilL  It  was  razed  to  the  ground  by 
MalcoIiDi  in  deteftation  of  the  murderer  of  his  father,  and 
nnjud  pofieiTor  of  his  kingdom  for  &venteen  years.  There 
is  not  a  veftige  of  this  caftle  to  b^  feen,  Seges^  ubi  ITroift 
fuit.  Fr^igments  of  bricks  at  times  are  turned  up  bj  thd 
plough.  The  remembrance  of  the  theatre  of  Macb^th'a 
ambitions  viUanj,  however,  i$  preferved  in  the  old  charter 
named  of  the  lands  which  belonged  to  it.  A  famrly  like- 
wile  of  coniiderable  antiquity,  die  Cuthberts  of  CaiUehill, 
derive  their  defignation  from  the  iJte  of  Macbeth's  caiile. 
Though  this  family  is  here  only  incidentally  mentioned^ 
there  .may  perhaps  be  no  great  impropriety  in  relnarking^ 
tiiat  Colbert,  th^  prime  miniftct  of  Lewis  XIV.  was  a  ca- 
det of  it,  that  his  illuftrious  dpfcendents  recogflifed,  arid  ilill 
recogniie,  their  origin  in  the  family,  that  fons  of  it  ranked 
high  in  the  church  and  armies  of  France,  and  that  the  bi« 
ffaop  of  Rodez,  is  brothet*  to  Lewis  Cuthbert,  £fq;  Provoft 
Marfbal  of  Jamaica,  the  reprefentative  of  the  family^ 
There  was,  on  the  eilate  of  Culduthill,  at  the  diilance  of 
ibmewhut  more  than  a  mile  from  Invemefs,  an  old  caftle, 
no  trace  cf  it  now  appears  but  the  ditch  with  which  it  was 
fortified,  and  fome  rabbifh  of  flime  and  fmall  ftones.  Tra- 
dition gives  this  caftle  to  the  Cummings  *.'— The  vitrified 
Vol.  IX.  4  L  fort, 

•  The  njunc  it  bears,  however,  would  be  more  fuitable  to  a  convent 
f^f  MopHs.  than  to  a  caftle  of  that  oiice  pcrwfrfiil  and  fplendid  family. 

It 
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forty  on  the  fummit  of  Craig-Phatric,  near  Inveme&,  is  a 
very  remarkable  ftru£hire.  It  has  attrafied  the  notice  of 
the  antiquary.  There  are  different  opinions  refpeding  its 
origin.  Some  maintain,  that  the  vitrification  is  the^  effeft 
of  a  volcano,  others  the  work  of  art ;  but  Mr  Frafer  Tytler, 
who  treated  this  fubjed  in  the  fecond  volume  of  the  Tran- 
faAions  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Edinburgh,  endeavours  to 
prove,  that  the  vitrification  is  the  rcfnlt  merely  of  accident, 
the  ruin  of  an  ancient  fort  deftroyed  by  fire.  Of  old,  ftruc- 
tures  for  habitation  and  defence,  according  to  Mr  Frafer  Tyt- 
ler, were  compofed  of  two  parrallel  rows  of  flrong  pallifa* 
does,  at  the  diftance  of  fome  feet  from  each  other,  clofely  in- 
terwoven with  boughs,  and  of  eart}i»  ftone^of  various  fixes, 
boughs  and  trunks  of  trees  filling  the  intermediate  fpace. 
The  Riempiuta  hypothefis  is  ingenious.  Some,  however, 
by  this  hypothefis,  may  find  it  diilicult  to  account  tor  the 
prodigious  mounds  of  vitrified  matter  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
the  rock.  An  attentive  examination  of  the  vitrified  work, 
is  not  favourable-  to  the  abettors  of  the  volcanic  hypothefis, 
who  maintain,  that  the  rampart*  were  bnik  with  lava,  a 

material. 

It  is  called'  in  Englifh,  Caftle  Bathers,  a  comiption  of  the  Gaelic  nune^ 
Cai((al  nan  leoirach,  that  is  the  caftle  of  *■*  the  reclofe  or  retired,**  a 
monafterf  in  Gaelic  is  indifferently  termed  Manachinn,  the  refidence  of 
the  Monks,  or  Leoimamanach,  the  retreat  or  retirement  of  the  Monks. 
In  Lochnef»  at  the  north  end  of  it,  there  is  on  a  fmall  ifland  the  ruin  of 
an  old  building-  called  Caftle  Spiritin,  evidently  a  corruption  of  Spairtin, 
that  is  "  the  water  daflied  caftle,*'  Spairt.  iigniiies  a  "  dafh  orfplaih  of 
water,'*  Spairtin)  **  daflies  of  water.'*  The  proprietor  iays,  that  about 
ftoo  years  ago  this  caftle  was  the  manfion-honfe  of  his  family,  and  yet  no 
account  ran  be  given  of  its  origin,  but  from  conje<flure.  According  to 
fome  it  was  a  royal  Pidlilh  caftle,  and  the  fcene  of  King  Brudius's  con- 
verfion  to  the  Chriftian  faith,  Adamnan  in  his  Hiftory  of  St  Colnmba  re- 
lating that  this  important  event  was  accomplifhed  by  the  faint  in  a  royab 
feat  near  Invernefs.  But  according  to  others,  this  little  caftle  is  of  a  far 
lefs  ancient  date.  It  was,  they  fay,  an  appendage  of  the  fuperb  feven* 
towered  caftle  of  Urquhart,  muverf&Uy  afcribed  to  the  great  family  of  th^* 
Cummings, 
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material,  with  which,  according  to  them,  the  rocl(.  abound* 
«d,  and  of  more  eafjr  acquifition  than  ftones.  In  the  Pbi« 
lofophical  Tranfaftions  for  the  year  1777,  part  ii.  No  20. 
the  Secretary  fays,  ^^  Specimens  of  the  burnt  matter  of 
Craig- Phatric,  near  Invernefs,  had  been  well  examined  by 
fome  of  the  members  well  acquainted  with  volcanic  pro- 
duffions,  and  had  been  by  them  judged  to  be  real  lava." 
How  ftrong  and  refpedable  foever«  the  authority  of  this 
judgment  may  appear,  it  can  have  no  force  with  thofe  who 
have  been  upon  the  rock,  and  examined  with  attention  the 
ramparts,  which  are  compofed,  not  of  individual  blocks, 
but  of  continued,  exteniive  and  unbroken  maifes.  The 
ramparts  exiiibit  evident  proofs  of  their  having  undergone 
the  procels  of  vitrification,  on  the  very  foundations  which 
they  at  prefent  occupy,  and  confequently  are  not  volcanic 
f>rodudions  *. 

»  In  many  of  the  Highnd  hills,  there  are  grejit  quantities  of  vitrified 
matter.  It  is  feen  colledled  into  fmaU  heaps.  There  is  in  fome  places 
•only  one  h«ap,  in  others  tljere  are  two,  but  not  above  three  in  any  place 
together.  This  matter  is  in  great  abundance  on  the  hills  of  Eyfick  and 
Borlum  belonging  to  the  pariAies  of  Inverneft  and  Dores.  Round  each 
t>f  the  heaps  there  is  a  circle  of  grit,  evidently  fragments  of  the  virtiAed 
matter  worn  down  by  time  and  the  weather.  On  this  circle  no  plant  is 
obferved  to  vegetate.  A  fmall  tenant  on  the  hill  of  Borlum  upon  his 
coming  into  his  little  uncultivated  poiledion,  chofe  a  Ipot  for  a  garden  on 
which  there  were  two  heaps  of  the  vitrified  matter,  he  removed  them, 
but  deemed  his  labour  loft,  for  during  a  refidence  of  feveral  years,  no 
plant  would  grow  where  they  ftood.  Thefe  vitrifications  are  cuiious. 
We  unqueilionably  are  much  in  the  dark  refpe^mg  the  hiftory  of  the  an- 
cient inhabitants  of  this  country  and  their  arts.— There  is  at  the  diftance 
-of  a  miles  fouth  from  Invemefs,  not  far  from  the  military  road,  and  on 
the  weft  fide  of  it,  the  ruin  of  a  large  ftro^ore.  It  was  raifed  on  an 
eminence  of  about  30  feet  above  the  furrounding  plain.  There  are  no 
traces  of  the  form  of  this  ftrudlure.  It  was  one  of  the  many  ancient 
buildings  which  according  to  fome  were  ereAed  before  the  date  or  the 
knowledge  of  mortar  and  iron  in  this  country,  as  no  veftige  of  tHe  ham> 
mer  or  of  any  kind  of  cement  appears.  Hundreds  of  loads  of  the  ftonta 
(?f  this  mio  were  lately  carried  to  Invemeis. 

|^)?D  OF  VOLUME  NXKTJl« 


APPENDIX. 


Containing  jtdiiiional  Information  with  rtJptS  to  fomt 
Parijb  Accounts  printed  in  former  Volumes* 


No.  XXXV,  KELLS.    Vol,  IV.  p.  259. 


Communicated  by  the  Rev.  Mr  GillEspie^  Minifler  of  that 

Parifb. 


TT  ENMORE  Castle,  the  feat  of  the  Honourable  John 
-^^  Gordon  of  Kenmore,  is  beautifully  and  romantically 
fituated  at  the  head  of  Loch  Ken»  half  a  mile  fouth  of  the 
bur^h  of  New  Galloway.  It  ftands  on  a  circular  mount, 
p^ly  natural,  and  partly  artificial.  It  has  b^en  furround- 
ed  by  a  foffe  fupplied  with  water  from  the  Ken,  with 
which  it  has  had  a  communication,  but  now  dry  and  filled 
up  with  earth.  When,  or  by  whom  this  cafUe  was  built, 
is  uncertain.  It  is  faid  to  have  been  the  feat  of  the  Celqfi 
Reguli^  or  rulers  of  Galloways  and  afterward  of  John 
Baliol,  lord  of  Galloway,  and  ]si\ng  of  Scotland.  It  fuf- 
fered  from  the  ravages  of  war,  and  was  twice  burnt  down  -, 
firft  in  the  reign  of  the  unfortunate  Queen  Mary,  and  again 
\si  the  days  of  Cromwell,    A  great  part  of  it  has  been 
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fincc  repaired,  and  b  now  fitted  up  in  an  elegant  ftyle  by 
the  prefent  proprietor ;  and  though  the  outworks  are  mc^- 
I7  thrown  down,  and  part  of  the  walls  (land  naked  and  un- 
roofed, it  ftill  retains  much  of  its  ancient  grandeur,  and 
will  always  be  admired  for  the  extent  and  ftrength  of  its 
building,  and  beauty  of  its  fituation,  which  is  allowed  to  be 
one  of  the  fined  in  the  fouth  of  Scotland.  Here  is  an  ex- 
cellent library,  confiding  of  feveral  thoufand  volumes,  and 
which  has  been  greatly  augmented  and  enriched  by  Mr 
Gordon  the  prefent  proprietor. 

The  following  tradittoit,  omitted  in  my  fiatiftical  account 
of  Kells,  comes  with  fo  many  circumftances  of  probability, 
that  I  ^m  convinced  it  mud  have  had  fome  foundation  in 
fad.     The  fcene  indeed  is  in  the  KeUs,  but  the  red  of  the 
hidory  belongs  to  the  parifli  of  Minnigaff,  and  will  perhaps 
be  mentioned  i^  the  datidical  account  of  that  paridi.     It  is 
as  follows  :    There  is  a  large  flat  of  mois  lying  along  the 
Dee.  on  the  wed  fide  of  this  parifli,  called  Mo&  Raplock, 
there  a  battle  b  faid  to  have  been  gained  by  Robert  Bruce, 
over  the  Engliik,  who  poflefTed  a  drong  fort  at  Craigoncal- 
zie,  2  miles  wed   qi  this  mo&.     This  is  confirmed  by  the 
following  circupadances  :  Several  pieces  of  fpears,  and  other 
warlike  indruments  have  been  dug  out  of  this  mofs,  and  a 
large  done  dands  in  the  midd  of  it^  called  the  King's  Seal. 
And  it  is  faid  he  had  an  eafy  vifiory,  owing  to  the  follow- 
ing dratagem  :   Three  young  men,    the  fons  of  a  widow 
woman,  by  3  diderent  hud)ands,  who  had  been  very  adive 
in  the  fervice  of  the  king,  coUedl^d  a  great  number  of 
goats  and  deer,  and  on  the  day  of  the  battle  drove  them 
to  the  top  of  a  high  hill  over-againd  the  Englidi  army, 
who  .iiidaking  them  (with  their  branchy  horns  danding 
up  like  fpea<*s,)  for  another  army  coming  to  attack  them^ 
were  intimidated,  and  fled  with  precipitation,  and  foon  af- 
ter abandoned,  the    drong  fort  of  CraigoncaLue,  where 
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Bruce  took  up  his  refideoc^,  and  vihexp  there  b  (till  an  old 
building  called  Bruce's  Walls.  Soon  after  the  battle,  he 
Tifited  the  mother  of  thefe  young  men  who  had  done  him 
foch  fignal  iiervice,  and  ihe  requefted  as  a  reward,  all  the 
lands  lying  between  the  bums  of  Penkill  and  Pilneur,  an 
extent  of  country  lo  miles  long  and  5  miles  broad,  Ijing 
in  the  pariih  of  Minnigaff,  and  which  he  readily  granted 
them,  and  which  continued  the  property  of  men  of  the 
name  of  Murdoch,  Mackie,  and  Maclurg,  till  within  the 
memory  of  fome  men  ftill  living*  Their  defcendants  are 
ftill  farmers  in  that  neighbourhood,  where  they  fay  theur  * 
anceftors  have  dwek  near  330  years. 

Some  think  this  to  be  the  battle  mentioned  by  Buchan- 
an, as  fought  by  king  Robert  Bruce  near  the  river  Crec, 
which  he  might  eafily  have  miHaken  for  the  Dee ;  but 
this  is  the  leis  probable,  as  there  is  the  veftige  of  a  battle 
fought  near  Machre  mofs,  on  the  fide  of  the  river  Cree, 
which  is  laid  to  have  been  gained  by  Robert  Bruce  over 
the  Englifh,  of  which  mention  will  probably  be  made  in 
the  ftatiitical  account  of  Minnigaflf.  ' 

I  alfo  omitted  in  my  account,  to  mention  the  veftiges  of 
a  wall  or  (tone  dike  ruiining  from  S.  to  N.  10  miles  through 
this  pari(h  ;  yet  it  is  (aid  to  begin  at  the  fea,  and  to  run  N. 
through  Girthon^  Kells,  and  Carfphairn,  into  the  (hire  of 
Ayr,  upwards  of  30  miles.  This  .wall  has  no  doubt  been  ' 
a  limit  between  two  chiefs,  but  who  thefe  chiefs  were,  or 
when  this  wall  was  built,  which  is  now  in  ruins,  tradition 
does  not  fay. 

Another  faft  come  to  my  knowledge,  is,  that  Mr  Gor- 
don, tranflator  of  Tacitus,  and  author  of  the  Independent 
Whig,  &c.  was  a  cadet  of  the  family  of  Kenmore,  and 
bom  in  this  pari(h  of  Kells,  and  not  at  Shermers  in  the  pa- 
riih of  Balmaclellan,  as  mentioned  by  Mr  Thomfon  in  his 
flatiftical  account  of  that  pariih. 

I  No. 
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tommunicaied  by  tht  Rev.  Dr  Robertson,  Miniver  of  ibat 

Parijb. 

THE    STORM, 

A  Poem,  hj  Dr  Wilkie,  Author  of  the  Epigoniad,  &<:• 
and  compofed  before  he  was  10  years  old,  while  at  the 
School  of  Dalrueny. 

What  penetrating  mind  can  rightly  form 
A  faiot  idea  of  a  mgtng  ftorm  ? 
Who  can  expreis  of  elements  the' war; 
And  noify  thunder  roaring  from  a&r  ? 
This  fubjed  is  fuperior  to  my  ikill  \ 
Yet  I'll  begin  to  Ihow  I  want  not  will. 

A  pitchy  cloud  difplays  itfelf  on  high  ; 
And  with  its  fable  mantle  veils  the  iky : 
Fraught  with  the  magazine  of  heaven  does  throw 
Bolts  barb'd  with  fire  upon  the  world  below. 
All  nature  fbakes  and  the  whole  heavens  fmoke  \ 
Nor  can  the  ffrofs  black  cloud  iuftain  the  ihock : 
But  op'ning  from  its  magazines  doth  roll, 
Thick  fimoke  and  ilames  of  fire  from  pole  to  pole. 
Thence  hail,  fnow,  vapour,  mixed  with  flamcd  of  fir^i 
With  conjunft  force  againft  the  earth  confpire. 
Monfters  of  fea  and  buid,  do  lotidly  roar. 
And  make  the  deep  refound  from  fliore  to  (hore. 
The  fpumy  waves  come  rolling  from  afar 
And  with  loud  jars  declare  the  wat'ry  war. 
They  upward  mount  and  raife  their  crefts  on  hi^/ 
And  beat  the  middle  regions  of  the  fky. 
Downwards  they  fall  upon  the  fwelling  deepy 
And  tois  the  rigging  of  fome  low  funk  fhip  : 
Upwards  they  tow*r  and  falling  down  again. 
They  bury  men  aed  cargo  in  die  main. 
The  boiling  deep  doth  from  her  low  funk  cell 
Throw  out  black  waves  refembling  thofe  of  Hell- 
They  forward  roll  and  hideoufly  do  roar, 
And  vent  their  rage  againft  the  rocky  fliore^ 
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